
I think it was Sherlock Holmes, or 
sorne other noted detective, who re
covered the booty from sorne great 
bank robbery by playing burglar and 
joining the gang. He tells abont re
ceiving a rogue's letter which gave 
the names of certain cities which 
were to be visited, and which could 
readily be deciphered by the initiated. 
By way of illustration, let us look at 
the following rogue's letter, purport
ing to come from a note<l pedestrian: 

"Dear Jim-I won the race. The 
track was at the Olympic, leve! and 
hard as cobalt. I more than won, for 
my position was central-eight before 
and eight behind. They had all a 
start from a half to a mile-to them 
a considerable advantage, but I can 
win on a run or walk and overtake 
and meander by-or kill-the best of 
them. Treading from early day to 
night the roads we follow. 

ELLSWORTH." 
It is a mixed-up sort of an epistle 

which will tax the ingenuity of our 
young puzzlists to deciphcr. 

A Charade 
I needed three and f our, 
And started for the door, 
Thinking I would go for a three, 

f our and five. 
I had not gone a square, 
When by chance I total there, 
By which I mean, you know, my one, 

two, three, four, five. 

A Rebus 
When grandpa wished my first to 

make, 
My second he would always take, 
And handle it with skill. 
Now, with your first tell me the 

name, . 
For whole and second are the same, 
So guess it if you will. 

Cipher Answer.-16, 5, 14, II, 14, 
9, 6, 5. 

When can a moth grind corn? 
When he is a miller? 

A Rebus . 
Deceitful, Godless, prone to deeds ac

cursed 
Must be the man whose ways are not 

my first. 
Wh~n sterile winter holds its chilly 

re1gn, 
My second may be seen on yonder 

plain. 
Those who the path of honesty for

sake, 
My whole at last will surely over

take. 
Cipher Answer.-10, 21, 19, 20, 

9, 3, 5. 

A Square Word Charade 
The first cliffs tower o' er the sea, 
. Second, third, in land of Jews 
Did fottrth away a vast débris 

And discovered Santa Cruz. 
When speaks the fifth from her tower 
Hearts faint or break that feel its 

power. 
Answer to the above: 

C H A L K 
H E L E N 
A L I V E 
L E V E L 
K N E L L 

A Rebus 
My whole a poet's name displays, 

Whose fame will last for ever
more; 

Decapitate, and what remains 
Does oft express what goes before; 

Curtail my last, and mark the pains 
Of industry to hoard a store. 

Curtailed again, my head replace, 
And you will greet a boyish face. 
Cipher Answer.-4, I, 14, 20, 5. 

C/..X "!!:tv, 
CJ UZJli~ 

"Mr. Chairman," said the secre
tary, "the call for a standing vote 
showed the motion to be carried by 
a majority equal to one-third of the 
opposition, but as that result was due 
to a lack of chairs to perrnit eleven 
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members from sitting down so as to 
record their votes in the negative, we 
wish to report that we find the mi
nority has defeated the motion by a 
majority of one vote." Can you tell 
just how many votes were cast at 
this meeting? 

WHAT HAtPENED~ 

Here is a rollicsome little puzzle 
for the young folks, which presents 
possibilities for considerable humor 
and originality. The mischievous boy 
has been teasing the elephant at the 
circus, when the chain which held the 
elephant's hind leg broke and some
thing happened I Just what that 
something was is left to the imagina
tion and artistic ability of the 
puzzlist. 

The elephant may have sat down 
upon that boy, or swallowed him, or 
stood upon his head, or in fact done 
anything which occurs to you. The 
only stipulation is that the picture 
must be cut into only two pieces, 
which are to be fitted together so as 
to explain what happened in the most 
humorous way, and the same will be 
reproduced as the answer to the 
puzzle. 

Tell the North by Your Watch, 

The following bit of valuable in
formation is so closely akin to a puz
zle that it is well worth giving at this 
season for the benefit of those who 
may utilize the same during their 
summer outings. 

The incident occurred to me sorne 
years ago, but as the fact of every 
watch being a reliable compass is not 
generally known, it is worth telling. 
Ali you have got to do is to lay your 
w~tch flat in the palm of your hand, 
~•th ~he hour hand pointing in the 
direction of the sun, as shown in the 
accompanying sketch. The point 

exactly midway between the hour 
hand and the figure 12 will be due 
south. 

It is well to remember, however, 
that during the time from six in the 
af ternoon to six in the moming our 
rules gives the north point instead of 
the south. In the southern hemis
sphere the rule will be reversed. 

Sorne years ago, while taking a 
walk just outside of London, I was 
accosted by a stranger, who asked to 
be directed to a certain locality. I 
told him I was not acquainted with 
the names of the streets, but that if 
he would walk on east he would reach 
the desired place. I took out my 
watch and figured out the proper di
rection, at which he expressed great 
surprise, so I explained the method 
to him. . I few days later I read the 
following paragraph in London 
Truths 

"EvERY WATCH A CoMPAss. 
"A few days ago I was standing 
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by an American gentleman, when I 
expressed a wish to know which point 
was the north. He at once pulled 
out his watch, looked at it, and point
ed to the north. I asked him whether 
he had a compass attached to his 
watch. 'All watches,' he replied, 'are 
compasses.' Then he explained to me 
how this was. (The modus operandi 
is explained above.) My American 
friend was quite surprisedi that I <lid 
not know this. Thinking very pos
sibl y I was ignorant of a thing that 
every one else knew, and happening 
to meet Mr. Stanley, I asked that 
eminent traveler whether he was 
aware of this simple mode of discov
ering the' points of the compass. He 
said that he had never heard of it. I 
presume, therefore, that the world is 
in the same state of ignorance. 
Amalfi is proud of having been the 
home of the inventor of the compass. 
I do not know what town boasts of 
my American friend as a citizen." 



-'l'nE MOXIC.'IISJ>ozm 

Here is the original story of the 
Seignor and the monkey house as 
told by an eye witness. Y ou see, 
the organ had seen its best days and 
was sadly out of tune, but the 
Seignor's staying powers were in
exhaustible and nothing short of a 
contribution from each of the ten
ants would bribe him to cease the 
eternal grind and move to other 
quarters. 

Now that his audience is ready to 
capitulate, can you show Jocko the 
shortest possible route to clamber 
from window to window with his 
little tin cup to collect his dues, rest
ing at last on his master's shoulder? 
The windows are numbered to facil
itate a description of the monkey's 
route. 

Here is an elementary .study in 
arithmetic wherein you write down 
the names of all the articles, and 
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Can 't Be Done. 

Y ou can't stand for five minutes 
without moving, if you are blind
folded. 

Y ou can't stand at the side of a 
room with both your feet lengthwise 
touching the wainscoting. 

Y ou can't get out of a chair with
out bending your body forward, or 
putting your feet under it; that is, 
if you are sitting squarely on the 
chair, and not on the edge of it. 

You can't break a match if the 
match is laid across the nail of the 
middle finger of either hand, and 
passed under the first and third 
fingers of that hand, despite its 
seeming so easy at first sight. 

Y ou can't stand with your heels 
against the wall and pick up some
thing from the floor. 

Don't try to rub your ear with 
your elbow, for it will be a failure. 
It takes a clever person to stand up 
when placed two feet from a wall 
with his hands behind his back and 
his head against the wall. 

A Rebus 

I dwell where mighty billows roar, 
Though sometimes cast upon thc 

shore; 
Beheaded, then, alas! you'll find 
A name terrific to the mind ; 
Behead once more, if 'tis your pleas-

ure, 
And I become a simple measure. 

Cipher Answer.-19, 8, 5, 12, u. 

then cancel out all the - articles so 
as to tell what remains. If you guess 
the names correctly it becomes a very 
simple puzzle. 

PROPOSITION-How ma.ny men were in the parade if lt was alwa.ys one man short In the Iast rank? 

■NENT THE RECENT 
St. Patrick's Day parade 
an interesting and cu
rious puzzle developed 
which bids fair to be

come famous. The Grand Mar
shall issued the usual notice setting 
forth that "the members of the 
Honorable and Ancient Order of 
Hibemians will parade in the after
noon if it rains in the morning, but 
will parade in the moming if it rains 
in the aftemoon," which gave rise 
to the popular impression that rain 
is to be counted as a sure thing on 
St. Patrick's Day. Casey boasted 
that he " had marched for a quarter 
of a century in every St Patrick's 
day parade since he had become a 
boy." 

I will pass over the curious inter
pretations which may be fou.nd to 
the above remark, and say that old 
age and pneumonia having over
taken Casey at last, he had marched 
on with the immortal procession, 
and when the boys met again to do 
honor to themselves and St. Pat
rick on the 17th of March, they found 

that there was a vacancy in their 
ranks which it was diffir. ·,tlt to fill. 
In fact, it was such an Ch~barrassing 
vacancy that it broke up the parade 
and converted it ií.lto a panic 
stricken funeral procussion. 

The lads, according to custom, 
arranged themselves ten abreast, and 
did march a block or two in that 
order with but nine men in the last 
row where Casey used to walk on 
account of an im~1ediment in his left 
foot. The muslc :>f the Hibernian 
band was so r impletely drowned by 
the calls regarding what had become 
JÍ "the little fellow with the limp," 
that it wa.s deemed best to reorgan
ize upon the basis of nine men to the 
row, as eleven would not do. 

But a.g,lin was Casey missed, and 
the procession halted when it was 
discovered that the last row carne 
out with but eight men. There was 
a hurried attempt to form with 
eight mEln in each row; again with 
seven, and then with five, four, 
three and even two, but it was found 
that each and every formation al
ways carne out with a vacant space 
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for Casey in the last line. Then, 
although it strik~s us as a silly 
superstition, it became whispered 
through the liner; that every time 
they started off, Casey's "dot and 
carry one" step could be heard, and 
the boys were so firmly convinced 
that Casey's ghost was marching 
that no one was bold enough to 
bring up the rear. 

The grand marshal, however, was 
a quick-witted fellow, who speedily 
laid out that ghost by ordering the 
men to march in single file, so, if 
Casey did follow in spirit, he brought 
up the rear of the longest procession 
that ever <lid honor to his patron 
saint. 

The question involved in this 
puzzle is to determine just how 
many meri there must have been in 
the proce:;sion. It is a pretty prob
lem which will interest the young 
folks de·,pite of its going somewhat 
into simple arithmetic, which many 
object to out of school hours. 



•

HE sign of the great Mo
nad, which was unwit
tingly adopted as its seal 
by the Northern Pa
cific Railway Company, 

means to a Chinaman exactly what 
the cross <loes to a Christian. It is 
the sign of Deity, and represents 
eternity,-the everlasting, as Chinese 
scholars express it,-and is to-day an 
object of veneration to over 400,-
000,000 people. 

It was adopted by the Northern 
Pacific Railway Company as a seal 
and trade-mark at the time of the 
organization of the company, and 
appears on ali of its freight cars, 
bonds, stock certificates and adver
tisements, and it is familiar to every
one who has occasion to use the time
tables. 

It was adopted at the suggestion 
of Chief Henry McHenry, who says 
he had no conception of its Chinese 
significance, but merely intended it 
to represent certain mathematical 
proportions. This fact I have only 
just learned, so it will be interesting 
to know how far Mr. McHenry's 
views coincide with my own as given 
in the puzzle connected with it. 

The best thing I ever heard about 
the sign was told to me by P. H. 
Tighe, the famous manufacturer of 
base halls, who got the idea of the 
two-piece cover from the shape of 
the monad. 

Attention was first called to the 
significance of the symbol by Rev. 
W. S. Holt, who is a thorough Chi
nese scholar, and is familiar with its 
meaning through his connection with 
Chinese missions. Several works 
have been written on the symbol 
which prove its great antiquity, and 
in them are given the various inter
pretations which oriental scholars 
have put upon it. As a rule, these 

explanations are so mixed up with 
oriental theology, such, for instance, 
as the Yin and Y an, the mal e and 
female forces of nature, and "the 
illimitable as adverse to the great 
extreme," that the reader feels as 
if he were investigating the Keely 
motor. 

One writer on the subject is of 
the opinion that the sign has sorpe 
recondite mathematical significance, 
and quotes ancient Chinese works as 
saying: "The illimitable produces 
the great extreme. The great ex
treme produces the two principies. 
The two principles produce the four 
quarters, and from the four figures 
we develop the quadrature of the 
eight diagrams of Feuh-hi." This 
was written more than three thou
sand years ago, and yet, so far as 
I can learn, has never been con-

Charlie and Freddie having sent 
their lingerie, consisting of thirty 
pieces, to the wash, Freddie calls for 
the same and explains that as his 
bundle contains half of the cuffs and 
but one-third of the collars, it should 
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nected with the mathematical "squar
ing of the circle," although it looks 
very much like it, and is suggestive 
of the following propositions :-

The first proposition is given as 
a simple puzzle for young folks. 
With one continuous line, divide the 
black and white parts of the Ma
nad ( the Yin and the Y an), into 
four pieces of the same shape and 
size. 

The second proposition is to di
vide by one straight cut the Yin 
and the Yan, ( supposing them to 
be two pieces already,) each into 
two pieces of the same size. This 
can also be done by those without 
any great mathematical ability. 

The third proposition is to prove 
the "affinity" between the Manad 
and the "good-luck" sign, by con
verting the two horseshoes, as shown 
in Figures 1 and 3, into a perfect 
Manad, in the shortest possible way. 

A Charade 

My first, my second, and my whole, 
Are every one the same ; 

In point of meaning, each and ali, 
An oft repeated name. 

'5~ 
~ l1D~ [[)lli_lf 
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cost but twenty-seven cents. As 
four cuffs cost the same as five col
lars, Hop Lee, who is a poor mathe
matician, wants to know how much 
he niust charge Charlie for the 
other package. 

PROPOSITION-Cut, the mitre-sbaped 11iece of paper into the fewest possible munbc~ of pieces 
which will flt togethcr and form a perfect square. 

■F COURSE, ANY ONE 
who has ever presented 
a puzzle or trick to a 
party of friends is ac
q uainted with Alee and 

his habit of showing, or attempting 
to show, that he knows ali about the 
trick befare it has been explained. 
In case he happens to have seen the 
puzzle, he gives away the answer 
befare those who take interest in 
such matters have a chance to try it. 
Even when it is new to him, he aims 
to show how it resembles something 
else which he can readily demon
strate to be superior to this one. 
Generally his explanation reminds 
us of the Persian proverb of "He 
who knows not, and knows not that 
he knows not, is a nuisance," and it 
is a pleasure to squelch him, as in 
the following instance : 

Harry is about to show bis young 
friends a clever cutting puzzle, 
when he is rudely interrupted by 
Alee the Terrible, wbo believes it to 
be what is familiarly known among 
puzzlists as the famous old Mitre 
puzzle, which I sprang upon the 
public over fifty years ago, wherein 
the paper is to be divided into four 
pieces of similar shape and size. 

In response to Alec's boisterous 
off er to explain the puzzle to every 
one, Harry promptly replies: 

"All right ! tbe puzzle is to cut 
this paper into the fewest possible 
number of pieces whicb will fit to
gether so as to forma perfect square. 
I have forgotten the answer myself, 
but my friend here has kindly 
volunteered to explain it, so as to 
enable you ali to win the handsome 
prizes which have been offered." 

The puzzle is not so easy as it 
looks, and is liable to baffle an ex
pert a long time befare he bits upon 
the correct answer. The student 
will speedily discover that the 
principie of our old friend Pytha
goras' problem is the key to the 
situation, in that it gives the size 
of the square to be formed. 

Of course, there are innumerable 
ways of doing the feat by cutting 
the paper into many pieces, so you 
will readily discover one of these 
answers. Herein; however, lies the 
merit of the modern school of puza
les which gives great scope for in
genuity and skill, for while any one 
may find a fairly good answer a 
more clever puzzlist has an oppur
tunity to discover a better one. 
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Here is an odd little puzzl~ for the 
Juveniles, which is interesting as 
being one of my earliest productions, 
published more than half a century 
ago. It shows the original drawing 
as done by :i. lad of nine and is given 
to encourage young puzzlists to a t
tempt similar work. It is told that 
three neighbors, who shared a small 
park, as shown in the sketch, had a 
falling out. The owner of the large 
house complaining that his neigh
bor's chickens annoyed hirn, built 
an enclosed pathway from bis door 
to the gate at the bottom of the 
picture. Then . the man on the 
right built a path to the gate on the 
left, and the man on the left built a 
path to the gate·on the right, so that 
none of the paths cross! 
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PROPOSITION-Can you tell what the bear wants? 

HIS PUZZLE IS A to answer this puzzle you need only 
conundrum pure and answer the conundrum: What 
simple, given as a reply does the bear want? 
toan oft-repeated query, 
as to '' whethre the solv, The Players Who All Won. 

As an improvement upon the ac
cepted notion that winners can only 
gain as much as the loser~ lose, I 
take occasion to call attention to a 
more profitable style of play, of 
which it is narrated: 

' 'Four jolly men sat down to play, 
And played all night till break of 

day; 
They played for gold and not for fun, 
With separate seores for evey one, 
Y et, when they carne to square ac-

counts, 
They all had made quite fair 

amounts! 
Can you the paradox explain? 
If no one lost, how could all gain ? 

ing of riddles and conundrums 
should be looked upon as valuable 
mental exercise? " To which I 
would reply, that from a ?areful 
observation of such matters, 1t may 
be said that there is no better ele
mentary training for the mind. 
The benefits are so apparent when 
a party of young folks are brought 
together that it is safe to say that 
those who have not been accus
tomed to solving conundrums would 
readily be conspicuous for their 
dullness, for it can well be said that 
there are no stupids in the world 
of puzzledom. N othing sharpens 
the wit, and makes the young folks 
bright and companionable like the 
study of conundrums, puzzles and 
tricks, so, as Dr. Wilfred Hall has 
most justly said : "Parents cannot 
be recommeded too strongly to en
courage the practice of such amuse
ments. '' The picture, which repre
sents an enterprising little bruin 
making a tour of the dry-goods dis
trict, tells its own story. Therefore, 

TH it\'IERS ·wHo ALL 
M/ON 

r ~ 

■EW PEOPLE HAVE 
any idea of the amount 
of brain energy devoted 
to the production or 
selection of names of 

trademarks. It is a common occur
ence to see offers of from $100 to 
$1,000 for an attractive name for 
sorne • proprietary article which a 
manufacturer proposes to put on 
the market. Shakespeare did not 
realize that a "taking" name is 
more than half the battle when he 
wrote: ''What's in a name?" 

In my time I have designed quite 
a number of the well-known brands 
and trademarks, but as I am out of 
the business at present, I offer sorne 
suggestive tips to such of my puzzle 
friends as may wish to think up 
sorne bright ideas suitable for the 
grocery trade. The sketch shows an 
interior view of Brown's grocery 
store well stocked with the usual 
assortment of goods peculiar to the 
grocery line, the names of which 
you are to guess from the twenty
seven rebus pictures supposed to 
represent the grocery labels of 
Puzzleland. 

Once upon a time I designed the 
following puzzle for a prominent 

tea house, who made it so famous 
throughout the world as a trade
mark that it was soon imitated 
by rival firms in the same business. 
Law suits followed during which I 
was called into court to prove that 
none of the litigants knew the correct 
answer to the puzzle! Can you 
sol ve it? 

Charades or rebuses, as shown in 
the accompanying illustrations per-

tain to a popular and interesting 
class of elementary puzzles, which 
offer scope for ingenuity and clever
ness. Any one can make them, and 
as we all love to guess the witty in
terpretations of these picture pro
blems, they will always form an 
important introduction and easy 
stepping stone to the higher class of 
problems, which belong to the 
field of mental gymnastics. 

REIUS PUZZLE SHOWINC. 
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