
CHAPTER XXXII 

Some minor r&ilwa.ys-Tbe P&n-America.n-Hidalgo a.nd North-Ea.atem 
-Coa.huila Coa1 Ra.ilwa.y-Coa.huila a.nd Za.catecu-Pa.m.J. a.nd 
Durango--Mexica.n Northern-Chihuabua a.nd Pa.ciñc-Ja.lapa a.nd 
Cordoba.-Tlucala. Ra.ilwa.y-Sa.n Rafael &nd Atfuco-Sa.n Gregario 
-Potosi Central-New Mexico a.nd Arizona-Mapimi Railway
Toluca a.nd Tenango--Some muiller linea. 

TBE Pan-American Ra.ilway, or so much of it as applies to 
Meneo, is at present but a. minor factor in the Systems of the 
Republic. Its total length does not exceed 200 miles, but, 
when completad, it will atta.in 800 miles. It runa from San 
Geronimo, a. sta.tion, on the Na.tiona.l Tehuantepeo line, to 
Ta.rachula., the frontier town of the neighbouring Republic of 
Gua.tema.la., with a. ama.U branch from Ta.rachula. to San 
Benito, on the Gulf of Tehua.ntepeo. The ultima.te idea. of 
extending to the City of Gua.temala must be pronounced as 
very problematical of accomplishment, ina.smuoh a.a a. very 
unfriendly feeling exista a.t the present time between Mexico 
a.nd Guatemala., owing to the very discreditable conduct of 
the Government of the latter Republio in connection with 
a. politica.l assa.ssina.tion upon Merican territory, which 
na.tura.lly greatly incensad the Merica.n Govemment, diplo
ma.tío rela.tions between the two Sta.tes being still very 
strained. 

Without the extension to Gua.temalB City the Pan-America.n 
Ra.ilroa.d will be of little va.lue either to ita present proprietors 
or to the grea.t Inter-Sta.te soheme, of which it is supposed to 
be the beginning-or sha.11 I se.y a. link? The construction 
work has been hurried through with a. view to serving the 
districte commercia.lly. Thus, at first but very indüierent 
work was put into the bridges, culverts and sta.tion-buildings, 
or on the main-track itself. So poor wa.e tbe original con-
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e~ctiona.l work in fa.et tha.t last year practically the whole 
line _wa.s waehed out, most, if not a.U, of the bridges being 
~ed a.wa.y by the heavy floode which were experienced, but 
wh.1c_h. left unhe.rmed those on tbe Tehuantepec Ra.ilroa.d 
a.dJommg. All a.round the oountry wa.e devasta.ted but the 
good solid construotion of the Tehua.ntepec stood ' little or 
no da.maga to either bridges or tra.ck occurring.' Settlers 
wh? were a.lrea.dy e~ta.blished on the line of the Pan-American 
~ilwa.y were pra.ctica.lly ruinad; a.nd altbough the track has 
smce been almost rebuilt, and this time with more ca.re and 
greater regard to perma.nency, the coloniea.tion of tbe district 
has suffered greatly, and sinoe that date it has proceeded but 
slow!Y· If th? º:igina.l ideas a.re ca.rried out in rega.rd to 
servmg tbe district, and the a.mount of traffic in a.ny wa.y 
comes up to expecta.tion, the line sbould prove a. dividend 
ea.rner ; but, as I ha.ve se.id, without tbe extension from 
Tara.chula. to <J:ua.temal~ City, of wbich very little prospect 
can now be sa1d to enst, the underta.king cannot poseibly 
p~ov? to be_ remunerativa. The line has been completad 
withm 40 miles of the Gua.temala.n bordar, which is expeoted 
to be reached by Ja.nu~ry let, 1908. 

Tr_ains a.re now run for a. distance of 260 miles. It will 
reqwre a. c?netruction of 25 miles within the bordara of 
Guatemala. 1tself before any connection between the Pan
American Railroa.d a.nd tbe Guatemala Central Ra.ilroad ca.n 
be °:111,de. Tbe point to which the Pan-American had actually 
atta.me~ la.st June wa.s Huixtla, a. dista.nea of 400 kilometres 
(250 miles) south of San Geronimo, and still 65 miles from 
the Gua.teme.la. Central Ra.ilwa.y. The Merica.n Government 
has a.lrea.dy paid the Pa.n-America.n Railroad as subsidy 
$5,000,000 (f500,000), and witb tbe completion of the roa.d 
to .the Gua.temala.n bordar a.nd the erection of all permanent 
b1:dges, a. further and final $2,000,000 (f200,000) will be 
pa1d. 

Tbe Coa.huila. a.nd Zaoatecas Ra.ilwa.y is the outcome of the 
enterprise of Mr. Willia.m Purcell, who obta.ined a. concession 
from the Federal Government, a.nd in 1896 built the line 
from ~altillo to Concepcion del Oro. Tbe dieta.nea is one of 
180 . kil?metres (se.y 80 miles), a.nd the principal freight 
ca.rried 1s composed of the oree from the Ma.za.pil mines. The 
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whole of the necessary capital was subscribed locally. The 
contributors accepted 6 per cent. Debentures. The total cost 
was !120,000, whioh sum inoluded full equipment. Com• 
pared with soma other railway construction in Mexico, this 
modera.te price probably constitutee a record, espeoially recol
lecting the rough and diffi.cult country passed through. 
Branches ha.ve been thrown out to the camps of San Pedro 
de Ocampo and Bonanza, the whole cost of their construotion 
being defrayed out of revenue, the line having been a pro• 
nounced suooess from the commenoement of ita ca.raer. The 
State Government contributed !15,000 towards the cost of 
oonstruotion. 

The Hidalgo and North-Eastern Railway (F. C. de Hidalgo 
y Nordeste) is a profitable and well-managed concem, formerly 
owned entirely by Mexicana. It is now part of the system 
of the National Railways of Mexico. The Hidalgo and North
Eastem has five divisione : (1) Mexico City to Tortugas 
(98 miles) ; (2) Mexico City to Pachuca (69 miles) ; 
(8) Pachuca to Tulancingo and Tortugas (68 miles) ; (4) Irolo 
to Pachuca (88 miles) ; and (5) V'entoquipa to Berista.in 
(21 miles). At various points it connects with other Mexican 
linee, including the Mexican Central, the Interoceanic, and 
the National. 

The Coa.huila Coal Railway (F. C. Carbonifero de Coa.huila), 
in the Sta.te of Coahuila, is a sma.11 coal-carrying line, running 
between Barroterán and Musquiz, a distance of about 25 miles, 
and conneoting at Barroteran with the International Railway. 

The Coa.huila and Zacateca.e Railway (F. C. de Coa.huila. y 
Zacateca.e) serves the important distriot between Saltillo (the 
capital of the Sta.te) and Concepoion del Oro, a dista.nea of 
78 miles. There is aleo a branch line of 17 miles between 
San Pedro and Avaloe. At Saltillo, the line conneote with 
the National lines and the Coa.huila and Paoifio, which is now 
acquired and worked by the Mexican Central Railway. 

The Parral and Durango Railway (F. C. de Parral y 
Durango), an American Company, with head officee in Pitts
burg, Pa., U.S.A., and executive officee at Parral, Durango, 
has a. main line of 45 miles in length, and a mine-line of 
about 8 miles. The line is being extended gradually to the 
weet of Parral (one of the most important mining centres in 
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Mexico), and will there serve a rich agricultura! and grazing 
distriot. 

The Mexica.n Northern Ra.ilway (F. C. Mexicano del Norte), 
built and owned by American ca.pita.lista, with head offices at 
New York, has a. total tra.ck of 78 miles in length, a.nd runa 
from Esca.Ion, in Chihuahua., to Sierra Moja.da., connecting 
tha.t region with the Mexican Central system. 

The Chihuahua and Pa.cific Ra.ilway (F. C. de Chihuahua 
a.l Pacifico) is an American enterprise, serving the grea.t 
mining a.nd a.gricultura.l district lying between Taba.loa.pa 
J unction a.nd Temósa.chic, a dista.nea of 172 miles. The line 
is, on the whole, well constructed, the bridges being of steel, 
a.nd the culverts and a.butments of good ma.sonry. A further 
extension will be ma.de from Temósa.chic to Dedrick, 85 miles 
distant, where big saw-mills a.re a.lrea.dy in existence, a.nd 
others are being commenced. The line a.t Chihuahua, itself 
a.t a.n eleva.tion of 4,700 feet, risas still higher in its westwa.rd 
course by a gradual grade until it rea.ches 6,500 feet eleva
tion. 

The Jalapa. a.nd Cordoba. Railwa.y (F. C. de Jalapa. Cor
doba.), built and owned by a.n American corpora.tion, has 
19 miles of tra.ck, and this is considerad one of the most 
attra.ctive seenio linea in the Republic, as it is, in apite of the 
a.lmost continua.! film.y mista which preva.il in this portion of 
the country. The local line joins up with the Interocea.nio 
Ra.ilwa.y, a.nd the dista.nea from Mexico City is 127 miles. 

The Tla.xca.la Ra.ilwa.y (F. C. de Tla.xea.la.) runs from the 
town of that na.me to Santa. Ana., a. very trifling dista.nea, a.nd 
eonnects up there with the Mexica.n Ra.ilwa.y. 

The San Ra.fa.el a.nd Atlixco Railwa.y (F. C. San Rafa.el y 
Atlixeo) has a. length of 69 miles, and runa from the capital 
(Mexico City) to Apapa.seo. It is a na.tive-built a.nd na.tive
owned line, a.nd ha.a a. bra.nch from Atla.ntla to Ozumba., a. 
little ovar 8 kilometres in length. The line pa.sses through 
Ama.ca.meca, whioh lies on the pla.in at the foot of the moun
tains Popooatepetl a.nd Ixta.ccihua.tl. There the railwa.y joins 
the Interoeeanio Ra.ilway, the station being 85 miles from 
Mexico City. 

The Sa.n Gregorio Railwa.y (F. C. Sa.n Gregorio) ha.a a 
short 80-mile tra.ok running from Ma.rfil, near Guana.jua.to, 
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to El Chorro, and at Marfil connects with the Mexican 
Central. It is a eme.U line, with ita offices in Guana.jnato, 
and is connected with some important mining interests in 
that city. 

The Potosi Central Railway (F. C. Centra.l de Potosi) ha.e 
a 10-kilometre tra.ck, with offices in Sa.n Luis Potosi and 
Agua.scalientes. The line runa between Los Charcos and 
Chorces. At the le.tter place it connects with the Nationa.l 
Linee of Mexico. 

The New Mexico and Arizona Railway (F. C. de Nuevo 
Mexico y Arizona) is an American-owned line, with head 
offices a.t Chicago, running between Nogales e.nd Benson, 
a distance of 88 miles. At the formar place it joins the 
Sonora Re.ilwe.y, and at the latter it connects with the 
Southem Pacific. 

The Rio Grande, Sierra Madre and Pa.cific Railway (F. C. 
Rio Grande, Sierra Madre y Pacifico) is a.n America.n-built 
and America.n-owned line of soma 156 miles, the head offices 
being at New York. It atarte from the frontier Mexica.n town 
of Ciuda.d Jue.rez (which faces El Pe.so on the American sida), 
and runs to Terrozas, pa.ssing through the town of Guymas, 
about midwe.y. At tbe sta.rting-point the ra.ilwa.y connects 
with the Mexican Central line, and just across the frontier 
(El Paso) it joins up with the Atchison, Topeka a.nd Sa.nta. 
Fé, the Texas and Pa.cific, the El Pe.so and South-Westem, 
a.nd the Western of El Pe.so linee, thus forming e.n important 
link. 

The Ma.pimi Ra.ilwa.y is a. short 15-mile line from Berme
jillo to Ma.pimi, in the Sta.te of Dura.ngo, a.t the formar place 
connecting with the Mexice.n Central Ra.ilwa.y. 

The Ma.tehua.la. Ra.ilwe.ys Compa.ny, Limitad (Ferroca.rriles 
de Me.tehua.la., S.A.), a. loca.lly-formed concern, with Mexica.n 
Directora a.nd managers, owns the line running between 
Me.tehua.la a.nd La. Pa.z, a. tote.l length of 21 kilometres (a.bout 
18½ miles). . 

The Oa.xa.ca. and Ejutla Ra.ilwe.y (F. C. de Oa.xaca. a. EJutla.) 
ha.e a. length of tra.ck e. little over 44 miles, a.nd is e. ne.tive
owned concern. It runa to Oca.tlán a.e well a.e Ejutle.. 

The Nacoza.ri (Sonora) Ra.ilwa.y (F. C. de Na.coze.ri) wa.s 
built and is fine.nced by American capital, the offices being 
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in New York. The line is one of 77 miles in length, and e.t 
Agua Prieta. connects with the El Pe.so e.nd South-Western 
Re.ilwe.y. 

The Tranvía Vecina.! de Yuce.tán he.e e. short 18-mile tre.ck, 
owned and me.naged loce.lly, ranning from the town of 
Ca.oe.lohen, in the Sta.te of Yuca.tán, to Hootun in the se.me 
Sta.te. 

The Agrioultura.l Ra.ilwa.y of Tla.xco (F. C. Agrícola. de 
Tla.xco) ha.e a. 15-mile tra.ok, with offioes in Puébla., a.nd runa 
from Apiza.co to Tla.xoo, through a. good a.nd improving a.gri
cultura.l district. At the formar ple.ce it connects with the 
Mexica.n Ra.ilwa.y, and a.t the la.tter with the Interocea.nio. . 

The Coza.dero e.nd Solis Ra.ilwa.y (F. C. Coza.dero e. Solis) 
ha.e a. line of 28 miles, and runa from Cozadero to Nado, at 
the formar place connecting with the Mexican Central linee. 
There are five ste.tions. 

The Toluca and Tena.ngo Railwa.y (F. C. de Toluca. a 
Tenango) is a. nativa owned and managed .line, running ~om 
Toluca, in the Sta.te of Mexico, to Atla., a. d1stance of 19 miles. 
There is a. branch line from Toluoa. to San Juan de las Huer
ta.e of 10 miles, worked by the ea.me Company. 

The Industrial Ra.ilway of Puébla (F. C. Industrial de 
Paébla.) works two short linee, one from Puébla to Cholula. 
a.nd Huejotzingo, a.nd the other from Puébla to Fa.brice.e a.nd 
Valor. There a.re about nine stations on the whole of the 
two linee. 

The Mineral Ra.ilwa.y of El Oro (F. C. Minero de El Oro) 
belongs to the El Oro Mines Co., Limitad. The length of 
the track is 30 miles. It runa from a place ca.lled Tulte
na.ngo, where it connects with the Nation~l L~es of Railway, 
to Yondese there being one passenger tra.m da.ily ea.ch way. 

The Merica.n Mineral Ra.ilwa.y (F. C. Minero Mexicano) 
is a.n American concern, owned a.nd run by the Monterey 
Smelter interests. It ha.e a. length of 18 miles, a.nd atarte 
from Fundicion 2 miles from Monterey, in the State of , 
Nuevo Leon a.nd runa to San Pedro. It connects with the 
Mexica.n Ce~tral, the National, a.nd the Interna.tiona.l linee 
of ra.ilway. It has seven stations. . . . 

The Potosi a.nd Rio Verde Ra.ilway (F. C. Potosi y R10 
Verde), a.leo a.n American-built a.nd owned line, of 88 miles in 
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length, runs from San Luis Potosi to Chuacatal. It connects 
up with the National a.nd Central Railways. It has seven 
stations. 

The Torres and Prietas Railway (F. C. de Torres a Prietas) 
is a Mexican-owned line of 13 miles in length, running from 
Minas Prietas to Torres, in the Sta.te of Sonora, joining up 
with the Sonora Ra.ilway. There a.re three stations. 

The lxtlahua.ca Railway (F. C. lxtlahuaca, Me.ni y Nijini) 
is a Mexican owned and managed line, with offices both at 
Ixtlabuaca and Mexico City. The length of track is 28¼ miles, 
a.nd there are eleven sta.tions. 

The Valley of Mexico Drainage Railway (F. C. del Desagüe 
del Valle de Mexico) is a short Government line of some 
24 miles, as its na.me indica.tes, connected with tbe dra.inage 
works of the city. It runs from Gran Canal to Tajo de 
Teqmqnia.c, and is managed by the Ministry of Communi
cations and Publio Works. It has conneotions at Gran 
Canal with the Mexican Central and Hidalgo North-Eastern 
Railways. 

The Monte Alto Ra.ilway (F. C. de Monte Alto) is a native
owned and managed line of some 85 miles, running from the 
City of Mexico to Ce.petillo. At Tlalnopantla it joins up with 
a tram line callad " The Tlalnopantla. Railway," and runs 
thence to San Pedro. There are fourteen stations on this 
road. 

The Hornos Railway (F. C. de Hornos) is a Chihuahua 
local line of soma 27 miles in length, and having eight 
stations. 

Among some of the lesser-known linee may be mentioned :
The F. C. Villa Ca.rdenas al Rio Grijalva (5 miles); F. C. 

de Cordoba a Huatusco (14 miles) ; F. C. de Tla.cotepeo a 
Huajuapam de Leon (47 miles); F. C. Cananea, Rio Ya.qui y 
Pacifico (89 miles); F. C. Militar, Vigia Chico a Santa Cruz 
(85½ miles) ; and a few others. 

CHAPTER XXXIII 

Steamship linea-Government aupport and encouragemeni-American, 
European and native linea-Ward Line-Mallory Line-Britiah linea 
-Royal Mail Steampaoket Co.-Revival of British interests
Merlcan - Canadian services - Swedish, Norwegian, French and 
German lines-Methods of German competitors-Pl'esidential trip to 
Yucatán-Native subsidised lines. 

A.11:oNo the many wise acta of President Diaz's Government 
has been the fostering of severa! steamship services between 
Mexico and the res* of the world, with the result that the 
oversea.s tra.nsporta.tion facilities of to-day will compare both 
for number, regularity and importa.nea with those of a.ny 
civilised country in the world. While the Government does 
not encourage shipbuilding as a nativa industry, recognising 
that, as matters are at present, it is easier to huy ships from 
abroad a.nd to encourage those sailing under a foreign flag, 
tha.n to invest ma.ny millions on its own account, there are 
one or two elabora.te plante for building steel, iron and wooden 
vessels to be found in the Republic. One such is at Frontéra, 
in the State of Tabasco, where a complete outfit of machinery 
and tools obtained from the U.S.A.. is at work. 

It is, however, in subsidising fast and regular mails that 
the Government has shown its interest and grea.t discernment, 
so that trade even with the non-contiguous territories shows 
a marked increase in every direction from year to year. This 
is all the more remarkble when it is remembered that, 
previous to 1887, Mexico was practically isolated so far as 
activity in maritime commerce or communication was con
cemed. Up to 1896, 21 steamship linee had contracta with 
the Government for carrying the ma.ils ; but to-day this 
nomber is increased to at least 25, a.nd promises to be still 
further added to, as time and opportonity suggest. 
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