
CHAPTER XIV 

Diplomaoy and diplomats-The old sohool a.nd the new-Amhassadors 
and Ministers -Their different influenee- British and A.merioa.n 
sa.laries eompared-U.S. innovations-Diplomatio corps in Meneo 
Oity-The British Minister--The American A.mhasaador-European 
and South American representatives-The former Menean Minister 
in London-His suceessor. 

lT has a.lwa.ys seemed somewhat rema.rka.ble to me tha.t the 
Anglo-Sa.xon race should ha.ve held, a.nd should still bold, in 
such light esteem tha.t grea.t body of public servants known a.e 
diploma.tiste. I think the a.vera.ge Briton, a.e well as the 
a.vera.ge America.n, deep down in bis hea.rt enterta.ins but the 
sca.ntiest respect for the diploma.t, a.nd usua.lly ola.ases bim 
either a.mong the stage-type of individual, who is depicted a.e 
a pompous, platitudinous a.nd pedantic aes, or else as a. 
scheming, sinister and wbolly saturnina official with all the 
evil attributes of Heinrich Heine's gentlema.nly devil :-

" A diplomatist, too, well skilled in debate, 
And ta1ks quite glihly of Ohureh and State." 

It was Richard Cobden, the fetish of the Free Traders in 
Great Brita.in, who openly questioned the utility of diplo
ma.tiste, for this very much out-of-date politicia.n, seconded, of 
course, by bis fa.ithful Achates, John Bright, observad on one 
occa.sion : " If you go ba.ck two or three hundred yea.rs when 
tbere were no newspapers; when there wa.s sca.rcely such a. 
thing a.e interna.tiona.l posta.l communication; when a.ffa.irs of 
Sta.te turnad upon a. grea.t intrigue, or a. caprice of a mistress, 
or a. pope's bull or a ma.rriage, was it not of a. grea.t dea.l more 
consequence at that time to ha.ve ministers a.t foreign courts 
than it is in these constitutiona.l times, when a.ffa.irs of State 
a.re discussed in the public newspa.pers a.nd in the legisla.tive 
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assemblies? Under these circumstances, are not the functione 
of an ambassador lees important now than they were two or 
three hundred years ago ?" 

When this startling conundrum was put by Richard Cobden, 
there were no doubt many other Englishmen, members of the 
Manchester School, who agreed with him, as they a.greed with 
practically everything tha.t he said and did ; but while to-day 
opinion has fortunately changed in so many matters of 
moment it has by no mea.ns wholly veered round in the 
direction of a.pprova.l of foreign diploma.te. In the U.S.A. the 
same feeling is prevalent, and, as the public newspa.pers amply 
prove, the American diplomatic service is not sta.mped with 
the sea.l of public approva.l. Scarcely an appointment ta.kes 
place but it is cavilled a.t, either on acoount of tbe individual 
selected or the amount of remuneration wbich he receives. 

It is true that a.n a.ble advooa.te for the defence has presentad 
bimself in the person of the Hon. J. W. Foster, who may be 
rega.rded as a type of the pla.in-dealing, common-sense Anglo
Saxon, wbo sa.ys things clea.rly and without prejudice, who 
bates duplicity, shams, and subterfuge, and who, moreover, 
does not hesita.te to condemn where he finds cause. Mr. 
Foster, in his a.ble work, The Practice of Diplomacy, wbich 
may be regarded as a complement to bis other work, A 
Centwry of American Dipwmacy, unhesitatingly pronounces 
for the diplomat and the diploma.tic service. Aocording to 
bim, no other depa.rtment in the U.S. Government is con
duoted with so sma.11 a.n expenditure, a.nd no other can 
show grea.ter resulte for officials employed nor expenses in
curred. Perba.ps the same can be ea.id on the whole for the 
British Diplomatic Service. 

Mr. Foster points out, that the diplomatic representativa is 
pre-eminently a. peacemaker, and if he can, through his 
efforts, postpone a great war or aborten it by a single day, he 
will save to the public treasury much more tban the coet to 
the country of its diploma.tic establishment for a.n entire year, 
without ta.king into account the loes of life a.nd the destruotion 
of property. 

No doubt wa.rs ha.ve been occasioned a.e well as saved by 
the good or ill will, the pa.tience or tbe ma.levolence of a 
particular Minister, a.nd a.e our own history shows, the 



124 MEXICO OF THE XXTH CENTURY 

charac_ter of the diplomat most in favour with the reigning 
sovereign has had far-reaching effect upon important current 
avente. In Spain, for instance, the unexpected marriage of 
Queen Isabella was admittedly brought about by the violent 
and arbitrary interference of the French Ambassador; and in 
1848, when Lord Palmerston instructed Sir Henry Bulwer to 
represent to the Spanish Minister that the Government would 
~ we? advised to adopta more liberal policy anda more con
st1tutional form of Government, the Minister was promptly 
presentad by General Navraez with bis pasaporta. A British 
~nv?y has been more than once sent away from Washington 
m d1Sgrace, _nota~ly in ~onnec~ion with a too zealous recruiting 
for ~er MaJesty a semce durmg the Crimean War of 1855. 

Sir Henry Wotton's caustic observation, "An ambassador is 
an honest man sent to lie abroad for the commonwealth," is 
perh~ps rather too severa a critioism of an indispensable 
public servant: The type o~ diplomat sent abroad to-day i~ 
at least very different, both m character and social position 
from what he once was. He. does not merely represent th¿ 
monarch apart from the country at larga, nor is he any longar 
seleoted as a particular favour to himself nor as an act of 
~ace towards the sovereign's favourite, nor "pitchforked" 
mto the post to keep him out of further trouble. 

11 
His ~ajesty t~e King has himself been pronounced the 
first diplomat m Europa," and M. Cambón, the French 

Ambassador to Great Britain, at the anniversary dinner of the 
Newspaper Frese Fund, held in London in the month of May 
la.et, gracefully obs~rve_d tha.t "King Edward inspirad through
out the world admua.t1on for bis high qualities and credit for 
the services which he has rendered and every day rendare to 
the grea.t cause of pea.ce." "He is," declarad the Ambassador 
"_the first diplomat in Europa, and it is a great honour for u~ 
diploma.t_s to ha._ve him for our modal, for we recognise in him 
a.U t~e g1~t~ wh1oh are too often wanting in ourselves, amenity 
of _dispos1t1on, clea.rness of ideas, a.nd tha.t suprema tact of 
wh1oh he offers the most perfeot example." 

International intercourse and domestio government have 
undergone as complete a ohange as have members of the 
diplomatic corps themselves, a.nd, whether it be a, mona.rohia.l 
or a republica.n form of Government, the type of man selected 
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to represent it abroa.d is an immense improvement upon tha.t 
of formar days; but then as now, as Guicciardini succinctly ob
servad :-" Gli ambasciadori Bono l' occhio e l' orecchio degli stati." 

The difference between ambassadors and ministers is, 
perhaps, not as clearly understood as it should be. Both 
high functionaries are a.ccredited plenipotentiaries, the 
difference existing being one of person ra.ther than of power. 
The ambassador nominally represente the person of bis 
Sovereign or bis President, while the minister represente 
the Government. An a.mbassador can demand an interview 
with the rular of the country to which he is accredited, while 
the minister has to wait until one be accorded to him. The 
privilege of having free a.ccess at any time to the rular of the 
country is, then, the principal difference between an amba.s
sador and a minister, and, genera.By speaking, ma.tters of 
state can be transacted more expeditiously by an Ambassa.dor 
than by a Minister for this rea.son. In a.11 matters of social 
functions, to which so ma.ny diplomats of the old school 
a.ttaohed the greatest importance, thinking, indeed, more of 
their gold braid and their plumed bata than of the object 
with which they were sent by their Sovereign, a.mbassadors 
take preference ovar ministers, and where there happen to be 
two or more ambassadors in a country, they are given prece
dence in accordance with the dates of their appointment. 

In Mexico the American Ambassador ranks first a.mong all 
members of tbe diplomatic corps, for the simple reason that 
he alone is an ambassa.dor, ali the rest being ministers. 
The wives of a.mbassadors enjoy the sama privileges as are 
a.ccorded to their husbands, but the sons a.nd da.ughters of 
a.mbassadors ha.ve no privileges of the kind. This point has 
been settled for ali time both in republio a.nd monarchial 
countries, a.lthough the question is still occasionally raised, 
especia.lly where a.n ambassador is a widower, a.nd his da.ughter 
has to act as lady of the house. A ca.se of this kind wa.s 
brought up in connection with Count Münster, who for ma.ny 
yea.rs wa.s German Ambassador in London, a.nd afterwards in 
Paria. The whole time that he was at the Court of St. Ja.mes's 
it was a moot question whether bis daughter, the Countess 
Maria Münster, should take ra.nk as ambassadress; but the 
consensus of opinion of diploma.ta wa.s a.gainst the claim, and, 
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strangely enongh, the late Qneen Victoria always declinad to 
decide-as she alone could have done-the matter. Nowa
days, it is understood that the da.nghters of ambassadors have 
no official rank, a.nd this was instanced in the case of the 
daughter of the formar America.n Ambassador to Mexico, 
General Powel Clayton, the lady now being ma.rried to the 
Hon. Arthur Grant-Duff, British Minister to Cuba. 

The Diplomatic Corps in the City of Mexico is a larga one, 
but probably at no time has it ever been fully representad, 
nearly one-half of ita members being a.bsent on leave, for 
some rea.son or other. As a. ma.tter of fact, out of forty-seven 
duly a.ccredited representativas, some twenty are absent a.t the 
present time. The members of the diplomatic corps, almost 
without exception, have their residence in the south and 
sonth-east portions of Merico City, most of the buildings used 
for the purpose having at some time been the residences of 
wealthy Mexican familias. It seems, however, an extra
ordinary oversight upon the pa.rt of the British Government 
that it should ha.ve neglected to purcha.se, or a.t lea.et to have 
rented, a suitable residence for its diploma.tic representativa. 
The present British Minister to Mexico, upon bis arrival at 
the city in A.ugust of last year, ha.d to hunt a.bont for some 
weeks for a suita.ble house, the efforts of severa! of the Legation 
officers for weeks previous to bis a.rrival ha.ving proved fruitless. 
In the meantime he was compelled to find lodging where 
and how he could, most of the hotels being full. Finally he 
selected a ha.ndsome residence in the A.venida de Paria. Fortu
nately, Mr. Reginald T. Tower is a man of independent mea.ns, 
and he has been ena.bled to make the British Legation fully 
equal in appeara.nce and elegance to that of the United States 
or a.ny other foreign Legation. The British Minister is allowed, 
in addition to bis sala.ry of 1l2,500, the "princely" sum of 
1l600 a year for the rent and maintenance of a.n establishment 
wbich, if difficult in most countries, is impossible in Merico. 

Shortly before Mr. Tower ca.me to Mexico the British 
Government had an exceptionally favourable opportunity of 
purchasing a fine residen ce in the best locality of Mexico City, 
but this cha.nea was lost on account of the proverbially slow 
methods of Downing Street. The house wa.s first offered a.t 
..Sl0,000 ($100,000 Mex.), but before the Home Government 
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conld ma.ke np its mind to send a definite reply (this even
tually came by mail, as it would seem a cablegram was 
deemed too expensive) the owner of the honse had accepted 
a cash oft'er, which amonnted to .S7,500 ($75,000 Mex.), at 
which price the British Government might ha.ve ha.d it also 
ha.d it acted smartly in the matter. This house is to-da; 
worth exactly .S17,000 ($170,000 Mex.). 

In both the diploma.tic and the consular services, the 
U.S. Government has introdnced new features. In regard to 
the diploma.tic service, probably the most salient fea.tura has 
been the rearrangement for the collection and dissemination 
of news. Up till now the diplomatic service of the U.S.A. 
has not ~n as efficient as might be desired in this respect, 
a fa.et wh1ch was qnoted as a rea.son for the disinclination of 
~ongress to increase the budget for the diplomatic corps. A.e 
1t has been fonnd necessary to keep down the cost of ma.in
taining the intelligence service as low as possible, a acherne 
has been adoptad for establishing exchange agencies. For 
the whole Continent of Europa London is made the exchange, 
and at that Embassy information is received from a.U the 
various embassies and legations of the U.S.A. on the Conti
nent, while ea.ch one is aleo informad of the avente which 
transpire in other capitals. The information is collated and 
forwarded to the State Depa.rtment at Washington. Informa
t~on of a general_ character, intended to be sent to a.U lega
tions and embass1es by the Sta.te Department, is first cabled 
to London, and thence disseminated among the various lega
tions and embassies on the Continent. It has been found 
that by following this system a grea.t amount in cable tolla is 
ea.ved. Similar exchange agencies ha.ve been esta.blished by 
the legations and embassies in Asia, and in the various 
Latín-American nations. The a.hove idea is not, of conree, 
a.o original one, but it is undoubtedly to be commended as 
the most intelligent system to be followed. 

The U.S.A. pays its Ambassadors and Ministers lees 
generously than does Great Britain. The formar receive 
$17,500 (gold) (.ilS,500) and $7,500 (ill,500) respectively ¡ 
but they receive no allowance for house-rent or entertain
ment. European Governments generally own or lease official 
residences for their diplomatic representativas, and addi-
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tionally ma.ke them a.llowa.nces for the purpose of suita.bly 
entertaining. While the U.S.A. pa.ys its a.mbassa.dors to 
Franca, Germa.ny, Grea.t Brita.in, Russia. a.nd Mexico $17,500 
( JlS,500) a. yea.r, a.nd those to Bra.zil, Italy, Austria. a.nd Hunga.ry 
$12,000 (il2,500) a. year, the salaries a.nd a.llowa.nces of Euro
pean countries to their a.mba.ssa.dors a.re as follows :-

GREAT BRITAIN : 

Ai Pe.ria ... 
At Berlin 
At St. Petersburg 
At Rome 
At Vienna. 

.W,000 
JJS,000 
m,soo 
m,ooo 
JJS,000 

The British Government owns residences in a.U places 
except St. Petersburg, where it has ta.kan a. long lea.se on the 
premisas occupied by the Emba.ssy. 

GERMANY : 

At Pe.ria... JJ6,000 
At London J!l ,500 
At St. Petersburg JJ7 ,500 
At Rome .l:5,000 
At Vienna. JJ6,000 

The Germa.n Government owns residences in a.11 ca.ses. 

FRANOE: 

AH a.mba.ssa.dors a.re pa.id a.t the ra.te of ill,600 a yea.r, with 
the following a.llowa.nces for enterta.inment a.nd expenses:-

At Berlin 
At London 
At Rome 
At St. Petersburg 
At Vienna. 

JJ4,000 
JJ6,400 
JJB,200 
JJ6,400 
JJ5,200 

The French Government owns residences a.t Berlin a.nd 
St. Petersburg, a.nd has a. long lea.se of the bouse in London. 

AusTRO-HUNGARY: 
AH a.mba.ssa.dors a.re pa.id Jll,000 a. yea.r, witb a.llowa.nces as 

follows :-
At Berlin 
At Paria ... 
At London 
At St. Petersburg 

JJ5,200 
JJ6,000 
JJ5,600 
JJ6,000 
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The Austro-Hunga.ria.n Government owns residenoes a.t 
Pa.ris, Berlin, a.nd St. Petersburg, a.nd has a. long lea.se of the 
house in London. 

lTALY: 

AH a.mba.ssa.dors a.re pa.id i800 a. yea.r, with a.llowa.nces as 
follows: 

At Vienna. 
At London 
At Berlin 
At St. Petersburg 
At Pe.ria 

JJB,600 
JJB,600 
JJB,600 
JJa,600 
JJB,800 

~ere the Ita.lia.n Government does not possess its own 
res1dence, the a.mba.ssa.dor receives an a.dequate a.llowa.nce for 
house-rent. 

Tbe Russia.n Government owns a.nd mainta.ins emba.ssies 
a.t Rome, Paria, Berlin, London a.nd Vienna. a.t a. cost in ea.ch . , 
mstance of from il6,400 to il8,000. 

Russu: 
At Paria ... 
At Berlin 
At Vienna. 
At London 
AtRome 

JJS,000 
JJS,000 
.es,ooo 
.es,ooo 
l6,400 

. The British Representativa a.t Mexico City, as before sta.ted, 
1s Mr. Regina.ld T. Tower, O.V.O., Envoy Extraordina.ry, who 
su~ceeded Sir George Greville in that post. Sir George 
retirad on J une 11th, 1905, a.nd received bis knigbtbood on the 
occa.sion of tbe King's birthday of tha.t yea.r. Mr. Tower wa.s 
born in 1860, a.nd ha.d been Minister Resident a.t Münich a.nd 
Stuttga.rt up till 1905. He wa.s second Secreta.ry of the 
British Embassy a.t Washington in 1896, a.nd Secreta.ry to 
the Ala.skan Bounda.ry Commission in 1905. Mr. Tower 
c_a.me to Mexico from Siam, where he wa.s seriously ill, bis 
hfe, a.t one time, being despa.ired of. 

No ha.ppier selection could have been made tha.n tha.t of 
Mr. Tower, who ba.s proved himself one of the most popular 
representativas of Grea.t Brita.in who ha.ve yet been in Mexico. 
One of bis first public a.eta wa.s to present to General Dia.z, on 
beha.lf of His Ma.jesty the King, the Grand Cross of the Ba.th. 

VOL, I. 9 
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He has always taken the keenest interest in all matters 
appertaining to Britishers in Mexico, and by his kindly 
sympathy and generous help he has conduced greatly to 
increase the scope and utility of British charities ; nor is it 
only among British subjects that Mr. Tower has establisbed 
a ftrm popularity. By Americana and Mexicana he is equally 
bighly esteemed. He has shown no lesa intelligent energy 
in furthering British trade and commerce, personally visiting 
every part of the Republic for the purpose of making himself 
acquainted with prevalent conditions. These efforts opon 
Mr. Tower's part must necessarily result hereafter in benefit 
to British interests generally throughout Mexico. 

The United States of America is to be congratulated upon 
the happy choice made in her diplomatic representativa. 
Mr. David E. Thompson, the Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, only arrived in Mexico in the 
month of Msrch last year, but speedily gained the esteem 
and good-will of his own countrymen and that of all foreigners. 
Although of humble origin, Mr. David Thompson is a fine 
specimen of his country, and shows both vigour, shrewdness, 
and discernment in all his actions. His wife is a lady of 
great charm, and the American Embassy at the Colonia 
Roma has become the centre of much whole -hearted 
hospitality of la.te months. 

The German Legation is representad by Baron von 
Wangenheim, a diplomat of the "old school," who believes 
more in the fortiter in re than the suaviter in niodo. He is a 
notable specimen of the Germa.n militant, stern, strict, a.nd 
thoroughly in ea.rnest, a man of ,good chara.cter and but little 
humour. Baronesa von Wangenheim is a. lady much given 
to social enterta.inment and travel, very popular among her 
own cla.ss, but little known outside of it. The Legation is at 
Ca.lle 1 • de Arquited6s. 

The Italian Minister, Count Césare Romizzi-Segni, pre-
sentad his credentials as recently as la.et February. He has 
been First Secretary of Legation in London, Copenha.gen, 
Belgrade a.nd Berna, and Chargé d'Affa.ires a.t Münich. ltaly 
has been representad in Mexico City since 1864. 

Brazil is representad by Señor Alfredo Mora.es y Gomez 
Ferreira. as Minister Plenipotentiary. He has been in the 
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diplomatic eervice since 1885. There are but very few 
Brazilians in Mexico. Señor Ferreira's duties are not 
destinad to prove very arduous. 
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Guatemala and Mexico are far from being friends at present, 
owing to the Govemment of the first-named Republic shield
ing General José Maria Lima, who is more than suepected of 
participation in the aseaeeination of General Manuel Lieandro 
Barilias in Mexico City in the month of April last. Nominally, 
Guatemala is "repreeented " by Señor Manuel Giron; bnt 
as he is a personal friend of President Manuel Estrada 
Cabrera of Guatemala, and is anything but persona grata at 
Me:.rico City, he ftnde it convenient to be abeent, and is Jikely to remain so. 

Dr. Manuel Delgado occupiee the difficult post of Salvadoran 
Minieter, having been accepted as late as laet April after the 
tri-cornered war between Guatemala, Honduras, and Salvador, 
in which Mexico at one time wae threatened to be dragged. 
lk. Delgado is an able and finiehed diplomat, and ehould help 
to keep things from becoming further entangled. He has 
himself been Minister of Foreign Relatione, and has been 
repreeentative of hie country at the Pan-American Congreeees 
held at Rio de Janeiro and Mexico City. 

The French Legation, formerly repreeented by the Chargé 
cl'Affairee, Count Peretti de la Bocea, and who retirad laet 
April, is now in the hande of M. Georgee Chivot. He has 
been three yeare in Rome and eome time at Washington as 
third Secretary, being an official of the French Academy, and 
having held an important post in the political branch of the 
French Foreign Office. He occupied the reeponeible position 
of Editor of the Department of Politice previouely to being 
sent to Mexico City . 

.Auetria-Hungary eent Baron Julee de Forster as her 
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim in December of 1905, there 
being no Minister appointed until last March, when Baron 
Karl von Giekra, Envoy Extraordinary and Minieter Pleni
potentiary, arrived. This gentleman is likely to prove a great 
acquisition to Mexican diplomatic circles, as he has already 
evinced a strong deeire to strengthen the friendly relations 
already existing between bis own country and Mexico, and will 
leave no etone nntnrned to accomplish bis object. Baron 
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Maximilien de Pelrino has for long acted as Chancellor, and 
the Legation is at 1,814 Avenida Congréso. 

The Belgian Minister, who is also a comparatively newly
appointed representativa, is M. Charles Constantin Wauters, 
a. polished and accomplished gentleman with a complete 
knowledge of English. M. Wauters is Envoy Extraordinary 
a.nd Minister Plenipotentiary, bis appointment dating from 
February 6th, 1906. The Legation is at present in the formar 
building of the British Legation. M. Wauters is a baohelor. 

Spa.in was until recently " representad " in the country 
which once wa.s her most valuable over-seas possession by 
the Marquis de Prat de Nantouillet, as Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary. He was but seldom to be 
found, however, in Mexico City, the Legation being in the 
banda of the Chargé d'Affaires and first Secretary, Señor José 
Romero Durmet. Last March, Señor Bernardo J. de Cologan 
y Cologan presentad bis credentials, to the great gratification 
of the larga Spanish colony to be found scattered throughout 
the Republio of Mexico. He has had a very distinguished 
carear, and nearly lost bis life in China during the Boxer riots 
of 1894. Minister Cologan has been in Tangier, Lis bon, 
Washington and Pekín, as well as Chargé d'Affaires at Boga.ta, 
Colombia. There are two honorary Attachés, MM. Hipolito 
Adalid and José de la Horga. The Legation is at 420 Calle 
de Dinamorea. 

The other principal Diploma.tic Representativas at Mexico 
City are as follows: Bolivia, Señor Fernando E. Guacha.la ; 
Cuba, General Carlos García Velez; Chile, Señor Joaquin 
Walker Martinez; China, Liang Hsun; Ecuador, Señor 
Felipé Luis Carbo ; Honduras, Dr. Balta.zar Estupinian ; 
Nicaragua, Señor Luis F. Corea; the Netherlands, Jonkheer 
B. de Marees von Swindesen; Persia, Morteza Khan Mom
tazel Molk ; Peru, Señor Manuel Alvarez Calderon; Portugal, 
el Vicomte de Alte. Several of these diploma.ta live perma
nently abroad, and seldom come anywhere near Mexico. 

Russia is representad by a. Chargé d'Affaires, M. J. de Thal, 
who, besides being an extremely a.ble diplomatiet, is an accom
plished linguist and a brilliant musician. Like most of bis 
countrymen, M. de Tha.l is a very culturad and delightful 
companion. He is a bachelor. 
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Japan is usually very happy in the choice of her diploma.tic 
representativas abroad, and no more striking instance of this 
could have been found in the selection of her late Minister to 
Mexico. M. Koichi Soughimoura is a man of great culture 
and considerable experience, having representad bis country 
in various parta of the world, including severa! English
speaking communities. Both the late Minister and bis 
charming wife, Madama Soughimoura, speak our language 
very well ; but unfortunately the clima.te of Mexico City did 
not suit the latter, who was but seldom well in so extreme an 
altitude; consequently they were compelled to lea.ve Mexico 
towards the end of la.et year. With a.11 ola.ases of sooiety 
M. and Madama Soughimoura were genuinely and deservedly 
popular. Of late months the number of Japanese arriving in 
Mexico, to work principally on the railways being constructed 
on the Pacific side, has materially increased, and the duties of 
the Legation ha.ve become correspondingly heavier. In a 
year or two the settlement promises to become even largar, 
as man y of the J apanese labourers, who come over on contra.et, 
prefer to rema.in as permanent residente. The new Japanese 
Minister, Ea.ron Minozi Arakawa, arrived in Mexico last 
N ovember from London, where he had for some time acted as 
Consul-General; he has been in the Consular Service of bis 
country for altogether twenty years. He is not only a 
diplomat but a soldier and an engineer of repute, having 
graduated at the Engineering College of Tokio, and servad 
under Marshal Oyama, as well as being engaged in the 
diploma.tic and consular service at Tien-Tsen and Wei-hai
wei. Baron Arakawa is accredited both to Mexico and Peru, 
but makes bis residence in the formar country. 

The President of Mexico la.et May filled the vacant position 
of Minister to Great Britain by appointing Señor Miguel 
Covarrubias Minister to the Court of St. James. General 
Pedro Rincon Gallado resignad the position of Minister, which 
he had filled since 1899, on account of ill-health, returning to 
Mexico in the month of November la.et accompanied by bis 
wife, bis son Manuel, Mrs. Refugia Terreros V. de Rincon 
Gallado, her daughter Maria and Señorita Maria Luzarraga. 

The new Mexican Minister has hitherto been Minister of 
Mexico to the South American countries on the Pacific, with 
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headqua.rters a.t Santiago de Chile. Señor Cova.rrubia.s is 
~y-one. yea.rs ~f a.ge,. but ha.e had considerable experience 
m the dipl~me.t1c servio~, covering e. period of twenty-seven 
yee.rs._ H1s first e.ppomtment we.s e.e third Secreta.ry a.t 
Washmgto~, then second Secreta.ry in Ite.ly, Great Brite.in 
e.nd the Uruted Sta.tes. He he.e e.leo filled the position of first 
~eorete.~y and Chargé d'Affaires in the U.S.A., first Secreta.ry 
m Belgi~, first Se~r~tary and Chargé d' Affa.ires in Germany 
e.nd Russia, and Mm1ster to the Pe.cific Slope countries of 
South A.marica. 

Señ~r 1:13g. Miguel de Beistegui, first Secrete.ry of the 
~egat~on ~ London, e.nd who has been acting as Chargé 
d Affaires smce the depa.rture of General Rincon Ge.lle.do, has 
been appointed to the position ve.catad by Señor Cova.rrubia.s 
an~ will lea.!e Lo~don sho~tly. to take up his new position'. 
Senor de Be1stegu1 bagan h1s diploma~c carear in 1884 as a.n 
attaché of the Lega.tion in Fra.nce, of whioh he wa.s soon made 
Che.ncellor .. La.ter on he ª?rved a.e second Secreta.ry in Belgium, 
then as third Secrete.ry m Franca, returning to Belgium as 
first Secretary, then second Secretary to the N etherlands 
from which country he wa.s tra.nsferred to London a.e first 
S~creta.ry. It was hopad that the vaca.nt position in London 
might have been filled by Don Guillermo de Landa y Escandon 
Governo~ of the Fe~era.l District of Mexico, who is a thoroughl; 
e.ccomplished Enghsh acholar, e.nd exceedingly popular with 
English residente in Mexico. 

CHA.PTER XV 

Consular matters and Downing Street-Improvements introduced-Long
atanding grieva.ncea-Me:rico-City Consulate-Mr.Jerome-The Vice
Consul-Inoreaae in Consular dutiea-British Consular Authority
Importa.nt powera oonferred-American Consular Service-New 
Regulations-Oandidatea' qualifioations-Consula' B&lariea oompared 
-British and Amerioan-United Statea Oonsuls in Me:rlco. 

A PROMINENT f eature in the reviews of my la.et book, " Through 
Five Republics of South A.marice.," was the e.lmost unanimous 
a.ttention dre.wn by the critica to the " Conclusion," in which I 
commented unreservedly upon the preve.iling condition of the 
British Consular Service abroad. In every inste.nea my criti
cisms were endorsad or pronounced timely and justified. It is, 
therefore, with no ama.U amount of sa.tisfaction tha.t I am 
ene.bled chronicle the improvement which he.e ta.kan ple.ce 
in the Service since I le.et wrote, a ce.use for congratule.tion, 
indeed, when one considere the va.et influences which a 
properly-organized Consular System can have upon the trade 
a.nd industry of a country, especie.lly like that of Great 
Britain. 

By common consent of the people of this country it was 
recognised that foreign a.ffe.irs should be basad upon a na.tional 
basis, and it is due to the present Government to add the.t'they 
he.ve recognised their responsibility in the ma.tter a great dee.l 
more fully than did their predecessors in office. I pe.y Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman's Government the meritad com
pliment of saying that they took the earliest opportunity of 
showing their desire to improve the Consular Service, which 
they unmista.kea.bly have done. It is perfeotly true that the 
la.te Government he.d taken the ma.tter in hand previously, but 
in so half-hearted, shilly-shallying a way as to rob their polioy 
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