
CHAPTER VIII 

Viee-President Re.mon Corral-The Minister of Edueation-José Yves 
Limantour, Minister of Finanee-Guillermo de Landa y Eseandon, 
Govemor of the Federal Distriet-Minister of Jmtiee-Minister of 
Fomento-Minister of W ar and Marine- Minister of Foreign Affairs
Seoretary of Fomento-Sub-Seoretary of Fomento-The late Thomas 
Braniff-Conneetion with the Republie's ohief enterprises. 

SEÑOR DoN R.rnoN Coruw., Vice-President of Mexico, is 
entirely unlike moet vice-presidenta of Republice, who are 
usually colourlees and somewhat useless individue.Is, without 
any particular or pronounced opinions of their own and wholly 
eubeervient to the greater power of the Preeident, whose foil 
they are expected to be. Señor Corral is, however, a strong 
and a telling personality, and e.e active as he is shrewd. He 
ocoupies the double position of Vice-President and Minister of 
the Interior, and to bis highly-important duties he bringe to 
bear hie undoubted te.lenta and a vigorous spirit. Formerly 
Governor of Sonora, and Governor of the Federal Dietrict of 
Mexico City in 1901, Señor Corral joined the Cabinet in 
December 1904, e.nd has since proved a living but not over
powering factor in the affaire of the Republic. His presence 
at the St. Louie Exhibition (Louisiana Purchase) was generally 
votad a eucceee on account of his gree.t influence with the more 
intelligent and thoughtfnl pe.rt of the community. Unques
tione.bly Señor Re.mon Corral is a powerful e.nd benefioent 
force in Mexico. The post of Vioe-Preeident wae newly created 
by Congreee in June 1904, and Señor Re.mon Corral is the 
first occupant of it. 

Señor Justo Sierra, Minister of Educe.tion, holds the Port
folio of Public Instruction e.nd the Fine Arte. The office wae 
cree.ted e.e recently as J uly 1905, and M. Sierra is the first occu
pant. Up to that time educational interests had formad a eub-
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depe.rtment under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Justice, 
of which M. Sierre. held the Secretaryship. M. Sierre. speaks 
French fluently e.nd understands e. little English. 

M. José Yves Lime.ntour, the Minister of Fine.nea, is the 
best known of e.11 the President's Ce.binet e.mong European 
financiera, principe.lly on e.ccount of the potent influence 
which he has e.lwe.ys exercised ovar the country's fine.neas, 
but due e.lso to his severa! visita to Europa. The present 
prosperous condition of the Republic is unquestione.bly greatly 
due to the brillie.nt Minister who has rescued it from the 
danger of be.nkruptcy, which e.t one time three.tened it, to 
re.isa it high among the fine.ncie.lly-sound countries of the 
world. Spee.king of M. Lime.ntour, e. keen Mexice.n critic 
observad : " I consider him one of the most reme.rka.ble and 
most cape.ble Ministers of the e.ge. If one ane.lyses the works 
of the different statisticians of Europa e.nd Americe. e.nd 
estime.tes their a.ccomplishments from a. pra.ctica.l and effica
cious point of view, one seas the.t Limantour is not e.lona their 
eque.l but in ma.ny inste.neas their superior. I do not me.ka 
this sta.tement beca.use Lime.ntour a.nd I a.re both Mexicana, 
or from ne.ture.l sentiment of re.ce, which we all ne.turally 
feel every time the.t e. son of Latín-Americe. becomes eminent 
in any of the bra.nches of human e.otivity ; I believe sincerely 
the.t Lime.ntour is e. genius, e.nd one of the most brillia.nt 
financiera the.t ever lived." 

I e.m disposed to endorse this praise, extrava.ga.nt though it 
may e.ppea.r to those who know neither the Minister nor of 
what he has succeeded in a.ccomplishing for the nationa.l 
finances of Mexico. To those who do know, these terma of 
commenda.tion will a.ppea.r little more tha.n the truth. 

Señor Limantour wa.s born of French pa.rents in the city of 
Mexico in 1858, a.nd is therefore in his fifty-fifth yea.r. He 
we.s sent to the best schools a.nd colleges a.nd still further 
benefited by e. long Europea.o tour while still e. la.d, bis 
pe.renta being very wea.lthy a.nd spa.ring nothing upon their 
son's education. He studied la.w at the Sohool of Juris
prudence, Mexico City, gra.dua.ted four yee.rs a.fterwards and 
then devoted considerable time to politioe.l economy, in whioh 
he has become e. pa.stme.ster. He wa.s sent by his Govern
ment upon more the.n one importe.nt mission to Europa, e.nd 
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in every ca.se acorad successfully. He enterad politica.l life in 
1898, when he wa.s a.ppointed Sub-Secretario de Hacienda.. 
His chief, Señor Romero, soon found out his grea.t shrewd
ness a.nd a.bility, a.nd when he wa.s a.ppointed American 
Minister to Washington, Señor Lima.ntour wa.s promoted to 
the office of Secretario which he ha.e since reta.ined. 

Señor Don Guillermo de Landa. y Esca.ndon, Governor of 
the Federal District of Mexico, is one of the most popular of 
the higher officia.ls with Americe.ns a.nd British, principa.lly 
beca.use of his wa.rm-hea.rted sympa.thies with the Anglo-Sa.xon 
re.ces a.nd pa.rtly beca.use he spea.ks English with rema.rka.ble 
fluency a.nd frequency. Don Guillermo has tra.velled con
sidera.bly both in Grea.t Brita.in a.nd the United Sta.tes, in botb 
of which countries he ha.e ma.ny wa.rm personal friends. It 
ma.y be mentioned that he a.ttended the Corona.tion of bis 
present Ma.jesty in August, 1903, a.e the Representativa of the 
United Sta.tes of Mexico. He wa.s educa.ted in this country, 
at Stoneyhurst Jesuit College, a.nd bega.n his political life in 
1879 a.e Deputy for the Sta.te of Morélos. In 1900 he beca.me 
President of the Ayumiento (Municipa.lity), equiva.lent' to 
our Lord Mayor of London, a.nd subsequently Governor of the 
Federal District. Don Guillermo ha.e done more for the benefit 
of the City in the few yea.rs he ha.e been in office than a.U bis 
predecessors ha.d been a.ble to effect collectively. There is 
pra.ctica.Uy no limit to the improvements which he has intro
duced, such a.e clea.ning of streets a.nd public vehicles, 
remova.l of long-standing nuisa.nces a.nd obsoleta restrictions, 
sta.mping out of drink a.nd vice where they ha.d been ra.mpa.nt, 
provision for the poor, a.meliora.tion of the condition of 
prisoners a.wa.iting tria.l, a.nd numerous other huma.ne a.nd 
necessary ma.tters. Don Guillermo de Landa. y Esca.ndon 
wa.s one of tbe initia.tors of the Na.tiona.l Railway. 

Señor J ustino Ferna.ndez, Minie ter of J ustice, is considerad 
one of tbe ablest a.a he certa.inly is one of the most intel
lectua.l men in the Republic. He wa.s a. strong opponent of 
General Santa. Ana., a.nd suffered under bis dominion for tbe 
coura.ge of his opinions. For ma.ny yea.rs be wa.s in priva.te 
practica a.e a. la.wyer, but rendered the Government of bis 
da.y eminent services a.e occa.sion presentad itself, eventua.Uy 
winning both wea.lth a.nd honour for himself. For severa.l 
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yea.rs he wa.s Governor of the Sta.te of Hidalgo, but wa.s a.fter
wa.rds elected to Congress. As Director of the Na.tiona.l School 
of J urisprudence, a.nd a.fterwa.rds as Minister of J ustice, he 
ha.e found bis true vocation. Born in 1828 he ha.a nevar lef t 
the Republic, a.nd has given up the grea.ter pa.rt of his life to 
ita services. 

Señor Lic. Olega.rio Molino., formerly Governor of the Sta.te 
of Ynca.tán, wa.s la.st Ma.rch a.ppointed Minister of Fomento
the post ha.ving been va.ca.nt since the dea.tb of Señor Bla.s 
Escontria.-a.nd consequently a.s one of the President's Ca.binet. 
The Depa.rtment of Fomento is a.n exceedingly importa.nt one, 
a.nd upon ita proper a.dministra.tion depende the development. 
of new industries a.nd the va.st resources of the country. Tha.t 
Señor Molina. will bring to bea.r upon bis duties a. good dea.l 
of intelligence a.nd discrimina.tion, ma.y be rega.rded a.a carta.in. 
He wa.s born in 1843 in the villa.ge of Bolonchenticul, which 
wa.s formerly in the Sta.te of Yuca.tán but a.fterwa.rds deter
minad to be within the Sta.te limite of Campeche. Among his 
Government a.ppointments ha.ve been those of Secreta.ry of 
Sta.te of Yuca.tán (a.fterwa.rds ita Governor), Depnty to Con
gress for bis Sta.te a.nd fina.lly Minister of Fomento. Señor 
Molino. has been identified with a.U the projects, commercia.l 
a.nd industrial, which have ca.rried the Sta.te of Yuca.tán to ita 
present successful position. He wa.s first elected Governor in 
1901, a.nd a.lthough his remova.l will be a distinct loss to 
Yuca.tán, it is j ust as grea.t a. ge.in to the Republic a.t 
la.rge. 

General Manuel Gonza.lez Oosio, Minister of Wa.r a.nd 
Marine, has devoted pra.otica.lly the whole of bis life to the 
services of the Republic. He ha.e fought through ma.ny of 
Mexioo's grea.t wa.rs, a.lwa.y~ with distinction e.nd suocess. 

Señor Ignacio Ma.risca.l, Minister of Foreign Rela.tions, wa.s 
a.tone time Seoreta.ry of the Mexica.n Lega.tion a.t Washington, 
before the Lega.tion wa.s ra.ised to a.n Emba.ssy. He ma.rried 
a.n American lady, who died in December 1903, a.fter thirty
six years' ma.rried life. One of the da.ughters is ma.rried to 
Señor Julio Lima.ntour, brother of the Fina.nea Minister. 

Señor Lea.ndro Ferna.ndez, Seoreta.ry of Public Com
munica.tions a.nd Works, was a.ppointed to fill the place of 
Señor Leal, in December 1900, a.íter the la.tter's servioes of 
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something like 40 years, during 10 of which he had been a 
Cabinet Minister. Señor Fernandez, who is a brother of the 
Governor of Durango, was born in that State about 56 years 
ago. His tastes lay strongly in the direction of physical 
science, and his subsequent carear as a civil engineer has been 
brilliant. He has studied in the workshops and academias of 
the United States, and na.tura.lly he speaks English fairly well. 
He formerly servad as Governor of Durango and made a great 
feature of the education question in that State. 

Sub-Secretario de Fomento Signor A. Aldasoro is a gentle
man of great tact and a singularly sympathetio natura, which 
have callad forth due recognition from all who have come 
into contact with him. Señor Aldasoro has a quick and keen 
power of discernment, is rapid in his judgments, and very 
seldom makes a mista.ka. Many Mexican, and a le.rge 
number of foreign, owners of schemes and projects have 
received from this patient and intelligent Minister much 
encouragement, and alwe.ys bis kindly sympathy; and it may 
be said that no one is denied a hearing by Señor Aldasoro, 
whose spacious ante-rooms are daily crowded with callers, 
many of whom wait as la.te as 10 o'clock at night to obtain an 
a.udience. Señor Aldasoro apea.ka English and French, a.nd is 
a ripe acholar. 

In one of the " Books of Horace," Ode XXX., the celebre.ted 
Latin elegía.e poet saya:-"! have completad a monument more 
lasting than brasa, more sublime tha.n the regal elevations of 
the pyramids, which neither the we.sting shower, the un
availing north wind nor e.n innumerable succession of years 
and the fl.ight of seasons shall be able to demolish." 

In apite of the forgetfulness of hume.nity at large, especia.lly 
in this period of hasta, bustle and hurry, there a.re a 
certain number of men to whose lives these linea might 
apply, men who have, in their time, left so deep an impresa 
of their personalities and their usefulness upon their sur
roundings as to ha.ve veritably raised monuments to them
selves more lasting the.n the brasees which record their 
achievemen ta. 

I think such a man wa.s Mr. Thomas Bra.niff, of Mexico, 
who, unfortunately, died in the midst of his buey useful life, 
but not before he had contributed vastly to the welfare of the 
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community a.nd a.ma.ssed a.n enormous fortuna by sheer ha.rd, 
conscientious a.nd reproductiva work. 

Mr. Thoma.s Bra.niff wa.s a.n American by birth, having been 
born on Sta.ten Island, New York, bis parents being of Irish 
descent. Although quite comfortably situated at home, bis 
etrong chara.cter a.nd wide ambitions proved too unreetrained 
to enable him to remain very long in the somewha.t 
restricted oirclee of New York of 60 years a.go; a.nd the ever
.a.ttractive gold era.za of the ea.rly 50'e drew him to the 
Ca.lifornian fields, a.a i~ drew thousa.nds of others. There, 
however, the cruda, half-savage and wholly lioentioue existence 
proved ra.ther more than he a.nticipated or could endure, and 
abandoning the fields in disgust without having lingered to 
make a fortuna he accepted an engagement with the famous 
re.ilwa.y engineer Meiggs - whose splendid a.chievements 
throughout North and South A.marica a.re too well recognised 
to need much comment-helping him to construct eome of 
the first of the South American railroads. 

Provided with soma years' experience under thie die
tinguished engineer, Mr. Braniff next took service with 
Mr. Geo. Crowley, acting with Superintendent Buchana.n in 
connection with the construction of the first railway in Mexico, 
namely the Mexice.n, between the City of Mexico a.nd Vera 
Cruz. Sorne of the extreme difficulties which beset the paths 
of those who were enge.ged upon this stupendous underta.king, 
and the ma.ny attendant dise.ppointments, a.re referred to in 
my chapters upon Mexica.n railways. But the indomitable 
pluck and persevera.nea which were displayed by a.U thoee 
who were responsible for the undertakings eventaally ca.rried 
them in triumph to completion. 

Wb.en the Mexican Railway line we.s completely finished, 
namely in 1878, Mr. Thomaa Bre.niff wa.e aboat to a.ccept a.n 
offer to conatruct a re.ilroad for the Government of Rusaie., 
when tbe Directora of the Mexican Re.ilway very wiaely 
offered him the General Mana.gement. Liking the country, 
and foreaeeing, if but dimly, aome of ita brillia.nt futura 
promise, beaidea having a. distinct a.ptitade for ra.ilway 
ma.na.gement, Mr. Bra.niff a.ccepted the offer, a.nd fine.lly 
settled down perma.nently in Mexico City. Hia opportanities 
then ca.me fast, and were readily reoogniaed and a.s promptly 
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adoptad. The London Be.nk of Mexico e.nd South Americe. 
wa.s being orga.nized by a group of British a.nd Menean 
financiera, a.nd his me.ny English friends a.t once sought and 
received the co-opera.tion of Thoma.s Bre.niff. He was unani
mously elected its first President, a. position which he held 
for fi:ve a.nd twenty yea.rs, in fact until the da.y of bis dea.th. 
About the ea.me time tha.t he helped to found this-the oldest 
and still one of the most respectad ba.nks in the Republic
Mr. Bre.niff invested a substa.ntia.l a.mount of money in the 
erection of the San Lorenzo cotton mili at Oriza.ba., here, 
aga.in, displa.ying his keen a.pprecia.tion of the requirements of 
the Republic, a.nd a. surprisingly acute knowledge of the pre
vailing conditions. This mill is now a.bsorbed by the Ca.m
pañia. Industrial de Orizaba, employing some 4,000 opera
tivas, and paying a. regular dividend of 12½ % upon a capital 
of z800,000. The foundation of the successful San Rafa.el 
Paper-works Compa.ny, and fully half a. dozen other enter
prises, followed, 8nd so uniformly fortun8te was he in ali bis 
undert8kings, so shrewd in his mana.gement, that he cama to 
be looked upon 88 the "Mex.ica.n Midas," and W8B sought for 
either 8B co-oper8tor or adviser in praotically every new com
meroial enterprise which was la.unched. 

Mr. Thom8s Bra.niff died in Janu8ry 1905. Thus I never 
had the privilege of knowing him. But I have met his son, 
Mr. Osear J. Bra.niff, who, in cha.racter and commercial recti
tude, is ea.id to closely resemble bis father. But those who 
did know him, worked with him, a.nd were witnesses of bis 
everyday life, a.ssert th8t his grea.t power consisted in bis 
quick 8nd secura.te perceptions, his knowledge of men, a.nd bis 
ability to hold the scales of justice 8nd judgment evenly 
between different and conflicting interests. Here ca.me to bis 
help bis grea.t t8ct, discretion and keen sense of fa.irness, so 
generally recognised, indeed, as to result in bis 80ting 88 
arbitrator in numerous commercial disputes. 

An incident not wholly unconnected with this pba.se of bis 
oha.ra.cter is worth relating. Upon a. certain officia.l occa.sion 
Mr. Braniff met the President of the Republio, bis close and 
valued friend of many years, and upon greeting him as 
"Mr. President," General Porfirio Diaz, with bis ready wit 
a.nd good-n8ture, responded-" Now I wonder, Mr. Braniff, 
who is after all more of a President- you or l?" 
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It was Mr. Thomas Bra.niff who, driving himself in a 
double-seated buggy, e.nd with a passport ma.de out to him in 
bis ca.pacity of Superintendent of Construction for the 
Menean Railway, secretly conveyed tbe Empresa Carlota. 
from Cordobá to Vera.cruz, ea.rly in the yea.r 1867, when de
pa.rting from Mex.ico on her ill-fated journey to Europa, 
destinad, poor lady ! never to return. 

Probably the demise of no resident of Mexico has given rise 
to more general expressions of regret a.nd sorrow than that of 
Mr. Thomas Braniff. Altbough a multi-millionaire, he made 
such excellent use of bis money that he was much beloved by 
the poor, and as highly esteemed by the wea.ltby a.nd official 
cl8sses. His charities, if quietly a.nd unobtrusively pursued, 
were botb larga and disoriminating, a.nd his death revealed 
tbeir widesprea.d natura in a manner but little suspected 
during bis lifetime. 



CHAPTER IX 

Judicial power-Supreme Court-FederaJ Courts-Judges' salaries
Amparo-Criminal Courts procedure-Spa.nish system of Criminal 
Juriaprudence-Detention of accused persons-Preliminary prooeed
ings - Criminal cases between 1901-1905 - Comisari&s-Belém 
Prison-First Aid Law and its absurdities-Federal District regula
tion.s--Jury system-Me:rican jurors-Trial by jury-Proa and com. 

THE judicial power of the Republic, as already briefly pointed 
out, is vested in the Supreme Court of Justice, the District 
Courts, the Circuit Courts and the Police or Minor Courts. 
There are three Circuit Courts and thirty-two District Courts, 
as well as many Police Courts and Alcaldes. 

The Supreme Court of J ustice is composed of eleven justices, 
or "magistrados," four alterna.te "magistrados," an Attomey 
General and a Public Prosecutor. The term for which they 
are elected is six years, and their election is indirectly by 
popular vote, in the same manner as with Sena.tora and Deputies. 
The qualifications are not as severa as with us or as in the 
United Sta.tes, but sufficiently strict nevertheless. Knowledge 
of the laws of the Republic, according to the opinions of the 
electora, a minimum e.ge of thirty-six years, and Mexican 
citizenship in the full exercise of their rights, are the me.in 
essentials. 

The Suprema Court naturally has unlimited jurisdiotion, 
and the last word in e.11 cases except that of the capital punish
ment, there being one final appeal-that for clemency-to the 
President of the Republic. The Suprema Court has aleo 
original jurisdiction in all cases arising between two Sta.tes, 
and in those wherein the Union is involved or to which it is a 
party. This Court is callad upon to decide all controversias 
arising among the Federal Courts, between the Federal and 
the Sta.te Courts, or between the Courts of two or more Sta.tes. 
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The salaries attached to Suprema Court judgeships will be 
found set forth upon page 81. 

The Federal Courts he.ve jurisdiction-
(a) In all cases which arise from the enforcement and 

application of the Federal laws, except when such application 
&ffects only prive.te interests, when the ordinary Courts of 
the Federal District, of the Sta.tes and of the Territories are 
deemed competent to a.asume jurisdiction : 

(b) Over Admiralty cases : 
(e) Over cases to which the Federation is a party: 
(d) Over cases between one or more Sta.tes : 
(e) Over cases arising between one State and an individual, 

or individue.la, or between one or more individue.Is in two or 
more States : 

(j) Over civil or criminal cases arising from Treaties con
cluded with Foreign Powers ; 

(!J) Over cases &ffecting diplome.tic and consular agente. 
The jurisdiction of the Federal Courts extends likewise to 

all cases arising out of (1) laws or acta of any authority 
infringing upon individual rights ; (2) laws or acta of the 
Federal authority violating or limiting the sovereignty of 
the Sta.tes; (8) laws or acta of the latter encroaching upon 
the Federal authority. 

The salaries of the District and Circuit J udges are given aleo 
on pe.ge 81. 

There is a law of protection in Mexico known as "amparo," 
an original kind of law of appeal, entirely unlike anything met 
with in other countries. It has for ita me.in object the defence 
of the individual against any abuse of power as the outcome 
of a trie.l by any of the Courts of first inste.nea. Convicted 
prisoners me.y demand " amparo" against the decisions of 
every one of the Courts except the final one-Supreme Court 
-providing the appellant pleads either injustice, abuse of 
power or incompetency of the tribunal. Needless to se.y no 
prisoner once convicted omita to plead one or all of these, and 
consequently few cases are settled in the first Court, but are 
appealed from Court to Court until the last is reached, thus 
providing fine fat fees for the lawyers and much sickness of 
heart for their clienta. In e.U cases where "amparo" is 
pleaded, and the consequence of carrying out the sentence-



76 MEXICO OF THE XXTR CENTURY 

such as tha.t of dea.th-would be irreparable, the Court pa.ssing 
it must withhold ita execution until the a.ppea.l has been hea.rd 
a.nd fina.lly decided. 

The proceedings in the Mexica.n Criminal Courts a.re some
wha.t similar to those of the French Courts. The Courts a.re 
composed of J udges of Instruction, who institute the pro
ceedings, refer them to the public prosecutor a.nd to the 
defenda.nt (through his counsel or direct), a.nd fina.By bring 
the ca.se before the jury who decide the guilt or innocence of 
the pa.rty a.ccused. Once the jury ha.ve returned a verdict of 
guilty the se.me j udge as their spokesma.n passes the sentence, 
from which a.ppeal can be me.de. 

The jury is composed of nine persona (thirty a.re sum
moned), nativa or foreign, who must ha.ve some occupa.tion, 
educa.tion or independent means. The jury a.re selected from 
the official lista kept, and are picked out specia.lly to try 
specia.l ca.ses. Tha.t the "ca.lling" of jurors in Mexico is 
defectiva and needs revision is clea.r from the fact tha.t a. 
citizen, nativa or foreign, ma.y be callad upon to serve upon 
a. jury thirty times in the course of three months. Imagine 
the a.wful outcry tha.t would go up to the hea.vens were a. free
born Britisher to be summoned even as much as twice within 
one yea.r ! Moreover, there a.re no fees for jurymen in Mexico, 
nor rewa.rd of a.ny kind but the consciousness of ha.ving done 
their duty. This me.y be consoling, but it is not remunerativa. 

In all crim.ina.l ca.ses, tbe Constitution guara.ntees thst the 
a.ccused sha.11 not be deta.ined more the.n three de.ya (unless 
the crime allegad age.inst him should demsnd it), before being 
exa.mined e.nd confrontad with his accusers. He is to be 
e.cque.inted with the names and number of bis accusers, e.nd 
he is to be confrontad with the witnesses who testify age.inst 
him. He is to be e.llowed to ca.U any e.nd every one he needs 
to his a.ssistance, and to be in consulta.tion with bis a.dvoca.te 
as often a.nd as long as necesse.ry; e.nd, in the event of his 
he.ving no mee.ns to enga.ge counsel for bis defence, he can 
choose from a list of the Court's counsel e.ny one he wishes to 
a.et as his advoce.te, the Court paying the necessa.ry fees. All 
these regulations e.re eminently fa.ir a.nd rea.sonable, e.nd 
unlike the customs of ma.ny countries-our own included
a prisoner is given every opportunity a.nd rendered every a.id 
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to prove his innocence if he can, a.nd is not presumed to be 
guilty as a commencement. 

Under the system of criminal jurisprudence which preva.ils 
in the Federal District of Mexico, a.U the prelimina.ry proceed
ings in a criminal tria.l, such as the exa.mina.tion of the accused 
and the taking of testimony, a.re held before a judge of the 
first instance, whom we should regard as a "magistrate." 
This official proceeds without a jury, and when he has com
pletad the ca.se, so fa~ as he can, it is remitted to a higher 
court, and when the tria! evfmtually takes place before a jury, 
the evidence is all read ovar again, as it is contained in the 
record. The prosecuting counsel then presenta the charges, 
defending counsel is hea.rd, and the witnesses of both parties 
are examinad and cross-exa.mined. The jury then rendara ita 
verdic_t, judging the accused either innocent or guilty, and 
followmg substantially the sama practica as in vogue under 
the common law of England snd the United Sta.tes of America. 

Outside the Federal District of Mexico, however the old 
Spanish system of criminal jurisprudence still ob~ins. As 
~ mo~~ Spa.nish-America~ countries, testimony is taken down 
m wntmg, and, after bemg read over to the witness it is 
signad by him ~ pr~of tho.t h~s statements have been co;rectly 
recordad. While th1s procesa 1s extremely tedious and cumbar
some, it undoubtedly gives a degree of certainty to the cor
rectness o~ the sta.tements which cannot be secured by a 
stenograph1c report, and at tha sama time it rendare it im
possible for the judge or counsel on either sida to put into 
the mouth of a witness Jangua.ge different from that which he 
has actually used. 

Sorne idea of the work which the Federal and District Courts 
ha.ve to perform me.y be gleaned from tbe figures wbich I 
bave obta.ined dealing with the number of cases filed during 
five years. The data relates to actions tried between the years 
1901 and 1905 inclusive, a.nd may be regarded as normal and 
therefore typical of the condition of criminal and civil Iaw 
business in the Republic of Mexico. 

During this period the District Courts handled 21 120 
cases, of which 16,999 were completad a.nd 4,097 a.djou~ed 
or appealed. The Suprema Court receivad for ravision from 
June 1st 1900 until June 30th 1905, 8,479 criminal cases, 
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which, added to the above-na.med figures, give a total number 
of ca.ses outsta.nding of 6,896. Out of these 8,031 habeas corptt8 
proceedings were disposed of, leaving, therefore, but 3,903 for 
further considera.tion. 

At present, the va.rious Courts a.re distributed somewhat 
widely over the city ; but when the ha.ndsome new Pala.ce ?f 
Justice building is completad, practically a.U the Courts will 
be found under one roof, which must of a necessity contribute 
to the ca.rrying on of the Federal District's amount of legal 
business in a much more expeditious a.nd sa.tisfa.ctory manner. 

While some districts a.nd towns con tribute very considera.bly 
more cases tha.n others, depending grea.tly upon the chara.cter 
of the popula.tion to be found there, some few cities a.~d towns 
a.re a.lmost immune from orime or litiga.tion. For mata.nea, 
Pa.chuca., the capital of the Sta.te of Hidalgo, a grea.~ mining 
town a.nd the centre of a.n immense peon populat1on, ha.d 
not one single criminal ca.se to try for the whole month of 
December 1905, and, as a community, it is a.lmost free from 
crime. The Attorney Perez, who lives near Pa.ohuca, a.ttributes 
this condition of affaire to the increase of wa.ges pa.id in the 
district, the sprea.d of educa.tion and the fum ha.nd with which 
the authorities dea.l with le.wlessness when detectad. 

Until the present yea.r, it must be a.dmitted tha.t the police
courts, or Comisarios, throughout Mexico City a.nd other cities 
in the Republic were found to be far from sa.tisfa.ctory from 
ma.ny points of view. The Government rea.dily recognised 
tha.t some improvement must be ma.de, and they ha.ve now 
ina.ugura.ted a new system which will serve to place Mexico 
in line with the other civilizad countries of the world. The 
different Comisarios, with ha.rdly a.n exception, were not 
originally intended as prisons, but ha.ve been adaptad to such 
use, a.nd ba.dly adaptad a.t tha.t. As a consequence, they ha.ve 
la.cked sufficient a.ccommoda.tion, sa.nita.ry a.pplia.nces a.nd con
veniences a.nd being situa.ted some dista.nea from the Correc
tiona.l Co~ts the prisoners ha.ve ha.d to undergo the a.dditiona.l 
and undeserved humilia.tion of being marchad through the 
public thoroughfa.res in the full light of da.y. 

One entirely new stone-built Correctiona.l Court has a.lrea.dy 
been erected, a.djoining the Ca.rcel General (the Gen~ra.l 
Prison), a.nd has been found to thoroughly answer the requll'e-
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menta. The Government has la.tely allotted the sum of 
$200,000 (-820,000) to the erection of a Comisaria upon a 
somewhat similar plan, a.nd no doubt others will follow in 
due course, the idea being to establish a Correctiona.l Court 
in conjunction with ea.ch Comisa.ria, as is the case in London 
a.nd other large English cities. The great central prison, 
Belém, at present receives a.U the prisoners who ha.ve under
gone preliminary, but not final, examina.tion, a.nd as this 
gaol is situa.ted a.t the extreme end of the City both incon
venient a.nd unnecessa.ry suffering to the unfortunate a.ccused 
result from the journeys to a.nd from the Correctiona.l Courts. 
Severa! prisoners ha.ve ta.kan the fa.voura.ble opportunity to 
esca.pe a.nd ha.ve rema.ined a.t la.rge, the number of Police 
escorting the ga.ng usua.lly being fewer tha.n the requirements 
demand. 

It is to the eternal oredit of the Governor of the Federal 
District of Mexico (Don Guillermo de Landa y Esca.ndon) that 
one of the most senseless and barba.roas customs of Spanish
America.n countries has been abolished. I refer to the la.w 
(Art. 696, Penal Code) which forbids immediate a.nd un
official a.id being given to inj ured or siok persona. If a man 
ora woma.n be run over, knocked down or fa.int in the street, 
the Penal Code referred to ordains that he or she must rema.in 
precisely where he or she fell, no matter even if in danger of 
further injury from passing vehioles, until a policema.n can 
be found. And in wha.t country wa.s a policeman ever found 
when he was most urgently wa.nted? If the injury susta.ined 
be serious or fa.tal, the a.fflioted sufferer must be left on the 
identical spot until a judge can be found a.nd preva.iled upon 
to come to the scene a.nd a.uthorise the remova.l to the hospital 
or the dea.d-house. 

This unnecessary a.nd inhuma.ne law preva.ils a.ll through 
Spa.nish America. to-da.y, and its a.brogation is inva.ria.bly de
fea.ted when it comes up periodica.lly for discussion before 
Congress. The idea seems to prevail that if a wounded person 
is touched or moved before the a.rrival of the a.uthorities, the 
necessary evidence to prosecute an officia.l enquiry ma.y be 
missing. Thus, human life and human suffering must be 
saorificed so that the law of the la.nd me.y ha.ve no doubts 
to trouble ita mind when it begins to a.sk questions. Men 
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may bleed slowly to death or die of asphyxiation-as they 
have done to my personal knowledge upon several occasions 
in Buenos Aires and in Valparaiso-when perhaps a prompt 
application of sorne simple remedy, or the uplifting of the 
patient's head to a more comfortable position, would have 
saved bis lile. All credit then to Don Guillermo de Landa y 
Escandon for having abolished such legalised ba.rba.rism in 
the wide district over which he has jurisdiction. 

No one country is in a. position to cast stones at a.nother 
in rega.rd to particular la.ws, their a.dministration or their 
failure. We a.re somewhat prone to pass hurried judgments 
upon the acta of our neighbours, a.nd to ca.U a.ttention to the 
motes in their eyes while disregardf ul of the bea.ms in our 
own. All the world criad aba.me on Grea.t Britain when the 
two notorious child-torturers -Mrs. Penruddock a.nd Mrs. 
Monta.gue-were allowed to go pra.ctically scot-free. Grea.t 
Brita.in and every other na.tion denounced Fra.nce for the 
a.trocious persecution of Capta.in Dreyfus. The entire universa 
has ca.lled for vengea.nce a.ga.inst Bloody Russia. for her 
criminal conduct towa.rds the unfortuna.te Jews. The lynch
ing of luckless negroes in A.marica. has sickened and disgustad 
every other Christian country. And thus we a.U ha.ve our 
sine to answer for, a.nd should ra.ther concern ourselves with 
lessening, a.nd atoning for, these, tha.n with denouncing the 
ba.ckslidings of our neighboura. 

Mexico ha.a in times gone by received, a.nd I think meritea, 
much ad verse comment on a.ccount of the defectiva J ury 
system in tha.t country, a.nd the ma.ny a.buses to which it has 
lent itself. Tbe na.tive power has exha.usted ita voca.bula.ry of 
epithets in connection with the numerous miscarriages of 
justice occurring from time to time, and has ca.lled for the 
abolition of J uries in toto. The sama demand ha.a been made 
in other countries, and will no doubt continua to be made 
when any particularly flagrant case comes before the public, 
which, in ita indignation, forthwith attacks the entire judicial 
institution, oblivious of the fe.et that the whole fa.bric of 
society would go with it, were trial by jury rea.lly to be 
abolished. 

It is not alone in Mexico tha.t controversy has raged ovar 
the pros and cona of the jury system. While some declare 
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tha.t nine or twelve ordina.ry men are more likely to arrive at 
the truth tha.n a single judge, and tha.t the system has 
generally worked well, others will be found a.a carta.in tha.t a.n 
innocent man would in nine ca.ses out of ten prefer to be tried 
by a judge ra.ther tha.n by a jury, as he would be appealing 
to a higher order of intelligence. Undoubtedly a jury of 
a.vera.ge men, a.nd the jurors empanelled in Mexico are culled 
from an intelligent and honourable clase of citizens, a.re better 
a.ble to form a correct opinion as to facts connected with daily 
lile of the working and commercial ola.ases than a judge, who 
has only an academic knowledge ; while a. jury aleo are likely 
to be freer from clase prejudice a.nd leas precipita.te in a.rriving 
at a decision. On the other ha.nd, there is a.lways the da.nger 
of some of the jurymen in a limitad community like that of 
Mexico-either in the cities or the towns-being known to the 
accused or the pla.intiff; and unfortuna.tely "trial by news
pa.per " is very common in Meneo, both by the na.tive a.nd the 
foreign presa, which, of course, has great weight upon the 
jurymen selected from the public readers of the journa.ls, 
whereas a. judge would proba.bly be entirely uninfluenced by 
such publica.tions. Certa.inly fa.eta come out before a jury 
which would be overlooked by a judge, while on the other 
ba.nd the la.tter is likely to be leas a.ffected by emotiona.lism 
tha.n would a jury. The whole question bristles with diffi
culties and contra.dictions, but since trial by jury is a.n institu
tion time-honoured, and in force in practica.lly every oivilised 
country in the world, a.nd inasmuch as sufficient proof of ita 
evils has not been adduced, it will proba.bly continua in force 
both in Mexico and elsewhere until, by some other mea.ns-

" Truth shall e'er come uppermost 
And Justice shall be done." 
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