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Secundus Pastor. 
But he lies full cold 1 

Lord, 't is well with me ! N ow we go, behold ! 
Tertius Pastor. 

Forsooth, already it see.ms to be told 
Full oft! 

Primus Pastor. 
What grace we have found ! 

Secundus Pastor. 
Now are we won safe and sound. 

Tertius Pastor. 
Come forth, to sing are we bound. 

Make it ring then aloft ! 

750 

[ Tkey depart singing. 
Explicit pagina Pastorum.1 

l Here endeth the play of the Shepherda. 

EVERYMAN 

[TIIE tcxt of Everyman is preserveu in four eatty 
editions, two of which were printed by Pynson (1498-
1580), and two by Skot (1521-1587). Their precise 
date is not known ( see Logeman ). The play was in
cluded in Hawkins's Origin of the English Drama, 
1778, in Dodsley's Select Oollection of Old English 
Plays, 1874 (and 1902), and has since been reprinted 
frequently in scholarly and popular editions as fol
lows: Shakespeare Society, Papers, vol. iii, 1849; by 
Pollard (in part), Englisli Miracle Plays, Mora!,i
iies, ,J,fld Interl'Udes (3d edition ), 1898; H. Loge
man, Elckerlijk, 1892 (the Dutch version with a re
print of one of Skot's editions, collated with his other 
edition and those of Pynson ), also, 1902 (with an in
troduction by F. Sidgwick); S.M. 1908 (with repro
ductions of photographs of Mr. Greet's production); 
W. W. Greg, 1904 (e<lition of Skot at Britwell 
Court); also 1909 (edition of Skot in possession of 
A. H. Huth), with musical setting by H. Walford 
Davies, 1904 ; J. S. Farmer, Six Anonymous Plays, 
1905, also in the Museurn Dr«.matists, 1906 (with 
critica} apparatus), illustrated by Ambrose Dudley, 
1906 ; Broadway Booklets, 1 ~06 ; "Everyman" with 
other Interludes, "Everyruaa's Library '' (no date; in
dividual editor not iudicatúd, under general editorship 
of Ernest Rhys), etc. The editions of value are those 
of Pollard (though parts only are given), Logeman, 
and Greg. 
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The opinion has been oommonly accepted that the 
English version of the play was a translation from 
the Dutch version Elckerlyc ( Elckerlijk) ascribed to 
Dorlaudus, ami this view has been ahly supported by 
Logeman ( editions as above, and Elckerlyk,.Everyma1l: 
De vraag naar de Prioriteit o¡mieuw onderzocht, 
1902). The chief support of this view is the fact tha& 
the Dutch version was printed before the English. It 
is safer to consider the question still open. Either 
may be the earlier, and both may go back to an earlier 
version now lost. See also Schelling, vol. ii, 450. 

For conunent upon the play, see the Introduction.] 

Here beginneth a trea,ise hr,w the High Father o/ Heave,i 
sendeth Death to sumnwn every creatu.re to come and giv~ 
an account o/ their liues in this world, and is in -manne, 
o/ a mmal play . 

[ The Mmenger enter1. 
Messenger. 

I pray you ali give yom· audience, 
And hear this matter with reverence, 

In form a moral play . 
Tlic Summoning ql Everyman it is called so, 
That of our lives and endiug maketh show 

How transitory we be every day. 
This matter is wondrous precious, 
But the meaning of it is more gracious 

And sweet to bear away . 
The story saith: Man, in the beginning 
W atch wcll, and take good heed of the ending, 

Be you uever so gay! 
Y e think sin in the beginning foil sweet, 
Which, in the end, causeth the soul to weep, 

When the botl y licU, in cla y. 

a 

)(1 

JI 

EVERYMAN 

tlcre shall you see how Fellowship and Jollity, 
lloth Strength, P!easure, and Beauty, 

Will fade frorn thee as fiower in May, 
For ye sball hear how our Heaven's King 
Cal!eth Everyman to a general reckoning. 20 

Give áudiencc and hear what he doth say. 

[ The M essenger goes. 
God speaketh: 

I perceive, here in my majesty, 
How that ali creatures be to me unkind, 

Living, without fear, in worldly prosperity. 
In spiritual vision the people be so blind, 25 

Drowned in sin, they know me not for their God; 
In worldly riches is ali their mind. 

They fear not my righteousness, the sharp rod . 
My law that I diselosed, when I for them died, 

They clean forget, and shedding of my blood red. 30 

I hung between two it eannot be denied, 
To get them life I suffered to be dead, 

I healed their feet, with thorns was hurt my head • 
I could do no more than I did trnly, 

And now I see the people do clean forsake me; 35 

They use the seven deadly sins damnable 

In such wise that pride, covetousness, wrath, and 
lechery, 

Now in this world be made commendable, 

And thus they leave of angels the heavenly company. 
Every man liveth so after bis own pleasure, 4t 
And yet of their lives they be nothing sure. 
Tbe more I them forbear, I see 
The worse from year to year they be; 
Ali that live grow more evil apace; 
Therefora I will, in briefest space, 45 
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From every man in person have a rcckoning shown. 
For, if I leavc the people thus alone 
In their way of life aud wicke<l passions to be, 
Tbey will become much worse than beasts, verily. 
Now for envy would one eat np another, aud tarry no~ 
Charity is by ali cleau forgot, 51 

I hoped well that every man 
In my glory should make bis mansion, 
And thereto I made them ali elect, 
But now I see, like traitors ahject, 6.1 

They thank me not for the pleasure that I for tbem 
meant, 

Nor yet for their being that I tbem have lent, 
I proffered tbe people great multitude of merey, 
And few tbere be tbat ask it heartily. 
Thcy be so cumbered with worldly ricbes, thereto 60 
I must needs upon them justice do, -
On every man living without fear. 
Where art thou, Death, thou mighty messenger? 

[ Death enter1, 
Death, 

Almighty God, I am here at your will, 
Your commandment to fulfil. 

God • 
Go thou to Everyman, 
And show him in my name 
A pilgrimage he must on him take, 
Which he in no wise may escape, 
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And that he bring with him a sure reckoning 10 
Without delay or any tarrying. 

Death. 
Lord, I will in the world go run over ali, 
Anti cruelly search out both great and small. 

EVERYMAN 

Every man will I heset that liveth heastly 
Out of God's law, all(l doth not dread folly. 
He that loveth riches 1 will strike with my dart 
His sight to blind and him from heaven to part-
Except if Ahns be his good friend -
In hell for to dwell, worltl without eucl. 
Lo, yonder I see Everyman walking. 
Full little he thinketh on my coming ! 
His miucl is on fleshly lusts and his treasure, 
And great pain it shall cause him to endure 
Before the Lord, of Heaven the King, 
Everyman, staud still ! Whither art thou going 
Thus gayly? Hast thou thy Maker forgot "? 
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80 

85 

[ E ueryman enters . 

Why askest thou ? 
Eueryman. 

Wouldest thou know? For what? 

Death. 
Y ea, sir, 1 will show you now. 

ln great haste I am sent to thee 
From God, out of his ma jesty, 

What, sent to me! 
Everyman. 

Yea, certainly . 
Death. 

Tbough thou hast forgot him here, 
He thinketh on thee in the heavenly sphere, 
As, ere we part, thou shalt know. 

Everynian. 
What desireth God of me? 

Death. 
Tbat shall I show thee. 
A reckoning he will needs have 

Without any longer respite. 

90 

95 

100 
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Everyman. 
To give a reckoning longer leisure I crave, 

This blind matter troubleth my wit. 
Dwth. 

Upon thee thou must take a long journey, 
Therefore, do thou thine accounting-book with thee 

bring. 
For turn again thou canst not by no way, 105 

And look thou he sure in thy reckoniog, 
For hefore God thou shalt answer, and show true 
Thy many bad deecls and good but a few, 
How thou hast speot thy life and in what wise 
Before the Ch.ief Lord of Paradise. 110 

Get thee prepared that we may be upon that journey, 
For wdl thou knowest thou shalt make none for tbee 

attorney. 
Everyman. 

Full unready I am such reckoning to give. 
I know thee not. W hat messenger art thou? 

Death. 
I am Death that no man fear, 115 

For every man I arrest and no man spare, 
For it is God's commandment 
That ali to me should be ohedient. 

Everyman. 
O Death, thou comest when I had thee least in mind 1 

In thy power it lietb to save me yet; - 120 

Thereto of my goods will l give thce, if thou wilt be 
kind,-

y ea, a tbousand pounds shalt thou get ! -
And defer this matter till another <lay. 

Death. 
E,·eryman, it may not be in any way. 
I set no store by gold, silver, riches, or such gear, 125 

EVERYMAN 

Nor by pope, empero,•, king, prince, or peer. 
For, if I woulcl receive gifts great, 
Ali the world I might get, 
But my custom is clean the contrary way. 
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I give tbee no respite. Come hence, nor delay ! 130 

Rveryman. 

Alas, shall I have no longer respite ! 
I may say Death giveth no warniug '. 

To tbink on thee, it maketb my heart sick, 
For ali unready is my book of reckoning. 
But if I might have twelve years of waiting, 135 

My accounting-book I would make so clear 
That my reckoning I shoulrl not need to fear. 
Wherefore, Death, I pray thee, for God's merey, 
Spare me till I he provided with a remedy ! 

Death. 

It availeth thee not to cry, weep, and pray, 140 

But baste thee ligbtly, that thou mayest be on tby 
journey, 

Aml make proof of thy friencls, i f thou can, 
For, know thou well, time waiteth for no man, 
And in the world each living creature 
Because of Adam's sin must die Ly nature. 145 

Everyman. 
Death, if I should this pilgrimage take, 
And my reckoning dnly makc, 
Show me, for Saint Charity, 
Sbonl<l I not come again sho,.tJy? 

Denth. 

No, Everyman, if once thou art there, 
Thou mayest nevermore come hcre, 
Trust me, verily. 

150 
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Eve,•yman. 
O gracious God, in the high seat celestial, 

Ha ve merey on me in this utmost need ! 
Shall I no company have from this vale terrestrial 155 

Of mine acquaintance that way me to lead? 
Death. 

Y ea, if any be so hardy 
As to go with thee and bear thee company. 
Haste thee that thou mayest be gone to God's magnifi

cence, 
Thy reckoning to give before bis presence. 160 

What, thinkest thou thy life is given thee, 
And thy worldly goods also? 

Eueryman. 
11,ad thonght so, verily. 

Jieath. 
Nay, nay, it was bnt lent to thee, 
For, as soon as thon clost go, 165 

Another a while shall have it and then even so, 
Go therefore as thou hast clone. 

Everyman, thou art mad ! Thou hast thy wits five, 
And here on earth will not amend thy life, 

For snddenly I do come! 170 

Everyman. 

O wretched caitiff, whither sball I lle" 
That I may escape this enclless sorrow ! 
Nay, gcntle Death, spare me until to-morrow 

That I may amencl me 
With good avisement ! 175 

Denth. 
Nay, thereto I will not consent, 
N or no man respite, if I might, 
But to thc heart suddcnly I shall smite 
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Without any "advisement." 
A nd now out of thy sight I will me Lie, 180 

See that thou make thee ready speeclily, 
For thou mayest say this is the clay 
Wherefrom no man living may escape away. 

Everyman. 
Alas, I may well weep with sighs deep ! 

Now have I no manner of company 185 

To help me on my journey and me to keep, 
And also my writing is ali unready. 

What can I do that may excuse me! 
I would to God I had never been begot ! 

To my son! a ful] great profit it wonld he, 190 

For now I fear pains huge and great, God wot ! 
The time passeth - help, Lord, that all things 

wrought ! 
For, thongh I mourn, yet it availeth naught. 
The <lay passeth and is almost through, 
I wot not well of aught that I may do. 195 

To whom were it best that I my plaint should make? 
What if to Fellowship I thereof spake, 
And what this sudden chance should mean disclosed ~ 
For surely in him is all my trust reposed-
W e have in the world so many a <lay 200 
J3een good friends in sport aud play. 
I see him yonder certainly-
I trust that he will bear me company; 
Thercfore to him will I speak to ease my sorrow. 
W ell met, good Fellowship, and a good morrow ! 205 

[ Enter Fellowship 

Fellowship speaketli : 
I wish thee goocl morrow, Everyman, by this day ! 

Sir, why lookcst thou so piteously? 
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lf anything be amiss, prithee to me it say 
That I rua y he! p in remed y. 

Eueryman, 
Yea, goocJ. F ellowship, yea, 

I am in great jeopardy ! 

&llowskip. 
My true friend, show to me your ruind. 
I will not forsake thee to my li,·e's end, 
In the way of good eompany. 

Eueryman. 

210 

That was well spoken and lovingly. 215 

Felfowship. 
Sir, I must needs know your heaviness. 
I have pity to see you in any distress. 
If any have wronged you, revenged ye shall be, 
Though I upon the grouncl be slain for thee, 
Even shoulcl I know before that I shoulcl die. 220 

Everyman. 
Verily, Fellowship, gramerey ! 

Ji'ellowship. 
Tush ! By t!,y thanks I set not a straw. 
Show me your grief aucl say no more. 

Everyman. 
If I my heart should to you unfolcl, 

Ancl you then were to turn your heart from me, 225 

Ancl no comfort woulcl gi ve when I had tole!, 
Then should I ten times sorrier be. 

Fellowsldp. 
Sir, I say as I will do iudeed ! 

Everyman. 

Then you be a goocl friend at necd. 
I have fo~,} you true heretofore. 230 

EVERYMAN 

Fellowship. 
And so ye shall evermore, 
For, in faith, if thou goest to hell, 

I will not forsake thee by the way. 

l!}ueryman. 

Y e speak like a good friend - I believe you well. 
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I shall deserve it, if so I may ! 235 

Fellowship. 

I speak of no deserving, by this day, 
For he that will say, and nothing do, 
Is not worthy with good company to go. 
Therefore show me the grief of your mind, 
As to your friend most loving and kind. 240 

Ev~ryman, 

I shall show you how it is : 
Commanded I am to go a journey, 

A long way hard and dangerons, 
And give a strict aceount without delay 
Before the High Judge, Adonai. 245 

Wherefore, I pray you, bear me eompany, 
As ye have promisecl, on this journey. 

Felfowship. 

That is matter, indeed ! Promise is duty
Bnt if I should take such a voyage on me, 
I know well it shoukl be to my pain ; ~5( 
Afeard also it maketh me, for cer~~in. 
But !et us take counsel here as well as we can, 
For your words would dismay a strong man. 

Everyman. 

Why, if I had need, ye said 
Ye would never forsake me, quick nor dead, 255 

Though it were to hell truly ! 
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Fellowship. 
So I said certainly, 
But such pleasant things be set aside, the truth to 

say; 
And also, if we took such a journey, 
When should we come agaiu? 

Eueryman. 
Nay, never again till the day of doom. 

Fellowship. 
Iu faith, then, will I uot come there. 

Who hath you these tidings brought? 
Everyman. 

lndeed, Death was with me here. 
Fellowship. 

Now, by God that ali bath bought, 
lf Death were the messenger, 
For no man living here below 
I will not that loathly journey go -
Not for tbe father that hegat me 1 

Everyman. 

Y e promised otherwise, pardy ! 
Fellowship. 

I know well I do say so, truly, 

260 

265 

270 

Ancl still, if thou wilt eat and drink and make good 
cheer, 

Or haunt of women the merry company, 
I would not forsake you while the day is clear, 

Trust me, verily. 
E·uerymmi. 

Y ea, thereto ye would he ready ! 
To go to mirth, solace, a1l'l play, 

Your mind would sooner persuadcd be 
Than to bear me compauy on my long journey. 

275 

EVERYMA..'- 77 

Fellou-ship. 
Now, in good sooth, I have 110 will that way- 280 
But if thou would'st murclcr, or any man kili, 
In that I will help tbee with a good will. 

Every·rnan. 
Oh, tliat is simple aclvice, indeed ! 

Gentle Fellowship, help me in my necessity 1 
W e have loved long, and now I am in need ! 285 

And now, gentle Fellowship, remember me! 

Fellowship. 
Whether ye have loved me or no, 
By Saint John, I will not with thee go ! 

Ererym.an. 
Y ea, I pray thee, take tbis task on thee and do so 

much forme, 
As to bring me forward on my way for Saint 

Charity, 
And comfort me till I come without tbe to\Vll. 

Fellowship. 
Nay, if tbou wouldest give me a new gown, 
I will not a foot with thee go. 

290 

But, if thou badst tarried, I would not have left 
thee so. 

And so now, God speed thee on thy journey, 295 
F or from thee I will depart as fast as I may ! 

Everyman. 
Whither away, Fellowship? Will you forsake me? 

Fellowship. 
Y ea, by my faith ! I pray God take thee. 

Everyman. 
Farewell, good Fellowship, - for thee my heart 1s 

sore. 
Adieu forever, I shall see thee no more! 300 
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Felwwship. 
In faith, Everyman, farewell now at the ending. 
For you I will remember that parting is grieving. 

[ Fellowship goes. 
Everyman. 

Alack ! Shall we thus part indeed? 
Ah, Lady, help ! Lo, vouchsafing no more comfort, 

Fellowship thus forsaketh me in my utmost need. 305 

For help in this world whither shall I resort? 
Fellowship heretofore with me would merry make, 
And now little heed of my sorrow doth he take. 
It is said in prosperity men friends may find 
Which in adversity be foil unkind. 310 

Now whither for succor shall I flee, 
Since that Fellowship hath forsaken me? 
To my kinsmen will I trnly, 
Prayiug them to help me in my necessity. 
I believe that they will do so 315 

For "Nature will creep where it may not go." 

[ Kindred and Cuusin enter. 

I will go try, for yonder I see them go. 
Where be ye now, my friends and kinsmen, lo? 

Kindred. 
Here we be now at your commandment. 
Cousin, I pray you show us your intent 
In any wise and do not spare. 

Cousin. 
Y ea, Everyman, and to us declare 
lf ye be disposed to go any whither, 
F or, wit you well, we will li ve and die together I 

Kindred. 
In wealth and woe we will with you hold, 325 

For "with his own kin a man 111ay be b~ld." 

EVERYMAN 

Eve,-yman. 
Gramercy, my friends ancl kinsmen kind ! 
Now shall I show you the grief of my mind. 
I was cornmanded by a messenger 
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That is a High King's chief officer. 330 

He hade me go a pilgrimage to my pain, 
And I know well I shall never come again ; 
And I must give a reckoning strait, 1 

For I have a great enemy that lieth for me in wait, 
Who intendeth me to hinder. 335 

Kind,-ed. 
What account is that which you must render?
That would I kuow. 

Everyman. 

Of ali my works I must show 
How I have lived anc! my clays havc spent, 

Also of evil deeds to which I have becn used 34n 

In my time, since life was to me lent, 
Ancl of ali virtues that I have refused. 

Therefore, I pray you, go thither with me 
To help to make my account, for Saint Charity ! 

Cou.'iin. 
What, to go thither? Is that the matter? 345 

N ay, Everyman, I had liefer fast on bread and water 
Ali this fi ve year and more ! 

Eueryman. 
Alas, that ever my mother me bore 1 
For now shall I never merry be, 
If that you forsake me ! 

Kindred. 
Ah, sir, come! Ye be a merry man I 

Pluck up heart ancl make no moan. 

1 Strict. 

350 
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But one thing I warn you, by Saint Anne, 
As for me, ye shall go alone ! 

E'veryman. 
My cousin, will you not with me go? $5 

(.,"ousin. 

No, by our Lady ! I have the cramp in my toe. 
Trust not to me, for, so God me speed, 
I will deceive you in your utmost need. 

Kindred. 
It a vaileth not us to coax and court. 

Ye sball have my maid, with all my heart. ar.o 
She loveth to go to feasts, there to make foolish sport 

And to dance, and in antics to take part. 
To help you on that journey I will gi ve her lea ve will, 

ingly, 
lf so be that you and she may agree. 

Bveryman. 
N ow show me the very truth within your mind - 365 
Will you go with me or abide behind ? 

Kindred. 
Abide behind? Y ea, that I will, if l may -
Therefore farewell ti!! another day ; 

Everyman. 
How shall I be merry or glad? -

For fair promises men to me make, 370 

But, when I have most need, they me forsake 1 
I am deceived - that maketh me sad 1 

Gonsin. 
Cousin Everyman, farewell now, lo 1 
For, verily, I will not with thee go. 
Also of mine own an unready reckoning, 375 

I have to give account of, therefore I mako tarrying. 
Now God keep thee, for now I go ! 

[ Kindred and Gousin go. 

EVERYMAN 

Everyman. 

Ah, ,T esus, is ali to this come so? 
Lo, " fair words make fools fain," 
They promise, and from deeds refrain. 
My kinsmen promised me faithfully 
For to abide by me steclfastly, 
And now fast away do they flee. 
Even so Fellowship promised me. 
What frieud were it best forme to provide? 
I am losing my time longer here to abide. 
Y et still in my mind a thing there is, 
Ali my life I have lovecl riches. 
If that my Goods now help me might, 
He would make wy heart ful! light. 
To him will I speak in my sorrow this day. 
My Goods aud Riches, where art thou, pray? 
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380 

385 

390 

[ Goods is discú,sed lwmrned in by chests and bag,. 

Goods. 
Who calleth me ? Everyman? Why this baste thou 

hast? 

I lie here in corners trussed and piled so high, 
And in chests I am locked so fast, 395 

Also sacked in bags, thou maycst see with thine 
eye, 

I cannot stir; in packs, full low I lie. 
What ye would have, lightly to me say. 

Everyman. 

Come hither, Goods, with ali the baste thou may, 
For counsel straightway I must ask of thee. 4-00 

Goods. 
Sir, if ye in this world havc sorrow or ailversity, 
That can I help you to remedy shortly. 



82 EARLY PLAYS 

Eueryman. 
It is another disease that grievcth me; 
In this world it is not, I tell thee so, 
I am sent for another way to go, 405 

To give a strict account general 
Refore the highest Jupiter of ali. 
And ali my life I have had joy and pleasure in thee, 
Therefore 1 pray thee go with me, 
For, peradventure, thou mayest before God Almighty 

on high 410 

My reckoning help to clean and purify, 
For one may hear ever and anon 
That "money maketh ali right that is wrong." 

Goods. 

Nay, Everyman, I sing anotl,er song-
I follow no man on such voyages, 415 
For, if I went with thee, 
Thou shouldest fare much the worse for me, 
For, because on me thou didst set thy mind, 
Thy reckoning I have made blotted and blind, 
So that thine account thou canst not make truly- 4~0 

And that hast thou for the !ove of me. 

Everyman. 

That would be to me grief ful! sore and sorrowing, 
When I should come that fearful answering. 
U p, Jet us go thither together 1 

Goods. 

Nay, not so! I am too brittle, I may not endure, 425 

I will follow no man one foot, be ye sure. 

Eueryrnan. 
Alas! I have thee lovecl, and had great pleasure 
Ali the days of my lile in goods and treasure. 
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Goods. 
That is to thy damnation, I tell thee a true thing, 
For love of me is to the love everlasting contrary. 430 

But if thou hadst the while loverl me moderately, 
In such wise as to give the poor a part of me, 
Then would'st thou not in this dolor be, 
Nor in this great sorrow and care. 

Eutryman. 
Lo, now was I deceived ere I was ware, 435 

And ali I may blame to misspending of time. 
Guod.,. 

What, thinkest thou I mn tl1ine ? 

Everyrnan. 
I had thought so. 

Goods. 
'Nay, Everyman, I say no. 
Just for a while I was lent to thee, 4f0 

A season thou hast had me in prosperity. 
My nature it is man's soul to kili. 
If ! save one, a thousand I do spill. 
Thinkest thou that I will follow thee? 
Nay, from tl,is world not, verily ! 445 

Everyman, 
I had thought otherwise. 

Goods. 
So it is to thy soul Goods is a thief, 

For when thou art ,lead I straightway devise 
Another to deceive in the same wise 

As I have done thee, and ali to l1is soul's grief. 450 

E11e1·yman. 
O false Goods, cnrsed may thou be! 
Thou traitor to God that hast deceived me, 
And caught me in thy snare. 
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Goods. 
Marry, thou broughtest thyself to this care, -
Whereof I am glad ! 
I must needs laugb, I cannot be sad ! 

Eum·yman. 
Ah, Goods, thou hast bad long my hearty !ove. 
I gave thee that which should be the Lord's above. 
But wilt thou not go with me, indeed? -

455 

I pray thee trnth to say ! 400 
Goods. 

No, so God me speed ! 
Therefore farewell, an<l have goocl-day. 

[ Goods ú hidden from view. 
Everyman. 

Oh, to whom shall I make my moan 
For to go with me on that heavy journey ! 

First Fellowship, so he said, would havc with me 
gone, 465 

His words were very pleasaut and gay, 
But afterwards he left me alone ; 
Then spake I to my kiusmen, a11 in despair, 
And they also gave me words fair, 
They lacked not fair speeches to spend, 470 
But ali forsook me in the end ; 
Then went I to my Goods that I loved best, 
In hope to have comfort, but there had I least, 
For my Goods sharply did me tell 
That he bringeth many into hell. 475 

Tben of myself I was ashamed, 
Anrl so I am wortby to be blamed. 
Thus may l well myself bate. 
Of whom shall I now counsel take? 
I think that I shall never speed 480 

Till I go to my Good Deeds. 

EVERYMAN SIJ 
But, alas! she is so weak, 
That she can neither move nor speak. 
Y et will I venture on her now. 484 

M y Good Deeds, w liere be yo u ? [ Good Deeds ú shown. 

Good Deeds. 
Here I lie, cold in the ground. 
Thy sins surely liave me bound 
That I cannot stir. 

Eueryman. 
O Goo<l Deeds, I stand in fear ! 
I must pray you for counsel, 
For help now would come right well ! 

Good Deeds. 
Everyman, 1 have understanding 

That ye be summoned your account to make 
Befo re Messias, of J erusalem IGng. 

490 

If you clo my counsel, that journey with you will I 
take. 495 

Everi¡man. 
For that I come to you my moan to make, 

I pray you that ye will go with me. 

GoodDeeds. 
I would foil fain, but I cannot stand, verily. 

Ever11man, 
Why, is there something amiss that did you befall? 

Good Deeds. 
Yea, Sir, I may thank you for ali. 500 
If in every wise ye had encouragecl me, 

. Your book of account foil ready would be. 
Behold the books of your works ancl your deecls thereby. 
Ah, see, how under foot they lie 

Unto yom· soul's deep heaviness. 5or, 
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Eueryman. 
Our Lord J esus his help vouchsafe to me, 
For one letter here I caunot see. 

Good Dee<ls. 
There is a blind reckoning in time of distress ; 

E·veryman. 
Good Deeds, I pray you help me in this need, 
Or else I am forever danmed indeed. 
Therefore help me to make reckoning 

Ilefore him, that Redeemer is of everything, 
That is, and was, and shall ever be, IGng of All. 

Good Dee<ls. 
Everyman, I am sorry for your fall, 
And fain would I help you, iE I were able. 

Everyman. 
Good Deeds, your counsel, I pray you, give me. 

Good Deeds. 
That will I do, verily. 

Though on my feet I may not go, 
l have a sister that sl1all with you be, also, 
Called Knowledge, who shall with you abide, 

To help you to make that dire reckoning. 

5W 

ól5 

520 

[ Knowledge enters. 

Knowle<lge. 
Everyman, I will go with tl,ee and be thy guide, 
In thy utmost need to go by thy side. 

Eueryman. 
In good condition l am now in every thinoo 

º' And am wholly content with this good thing 525 
Thanks be to God, my creator ! ' 

Good Deeds. 
And when he hath brought thee there, 

Where thou slrnlt hea.l thee of tby smart, 

EVERYMAN 87 

Then go with thy reckoning ancl thy good deeds to
gether, 

For to make thee joyful at heart 530 
Before the Holy Trinity. 

Eueryman. 
My Good Deeds, gramercy ! 
I am well content, certainly, 
With your words sweet. 

K nowle<lge. 
Now go we together lovingly 635 
To Confession, that cleansing river fair. 

Everyman. 
For joy I weep - I would we were there ! 
But, I pray you, gi ve me cognition, 
Where dwelleth that holy man, Confession? 

Knowledge. 
In the House of Sa.l vation. 
W e shall find him in that place, 
That shall us comfort by God's grace. 

540 

[ Confession enters. 

Lo, this is Confession. Kneel down, ami ask merey, 
For he is in good favor with God Almighty. 

Everyman. 
O glorious fountain that all uncleanness doth clarify, 545 

W ash from me the spots of vice unclean, 
That on me no sin be seen ! 
I come with Knowleclge for my redemption, 
Redeemed witl, heartfelt and full contrition, 
For I am commandecl a pilgrimage to take, 550 

Ancl great accounts before Gocl to make. 
Now I pray you, Sl1rift, Mother of Sa.lvation, 
Help my good <leecls because of my piteous exclamation ! 
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C01,fe:i/sion. 
1 know your sorrow well, Everyman, 

Because with Knowledge ye come to me. 555 
I will you comfort as well as I can, 

Ancl a precious stone will I give thee, 
Called penance, voice-voicler of adversity. 
Therewith shall your body chastened be 

Through abstinence ancl perseverance in God's ser-
vice. 560 

Here shall you receive that scourgc of me 
That is penance stronge, that ye must endure, 
To remember thy Saviour was scourged for thee 
With sharp scourges, and suffered it patiently-
So must t~ou ere thou escape from that painful pil-

gmnage. 565 

Knowledge, do thou sustain hirn on this voyage, 
An,l by tbat time Good Dceds will be with thee. 
But in any case be sure of merey, 
For your time draweth ou fast, if ye will saved be. 
Ask God merey, and he will grant it truly. 570 

WJ,en with the scourge of penance man doth him bind, 
The oil of forgiveness then shall l1e fin d. 

[ Confession goes. 
Everyman. 

Thanked be God for bis gracious work, 
For now 1vill I my penance hegin. 

This hath rejoiced and lightened my heart, 575 

Though the lrnots be painful and hard within. 

Knowledge. 
Everyruan, see that ye your penance fulfil, 

Whatever the pains ye abicle foil dear, 
Ancl Knowleclge slrnll give you rounsel at will, 

How your account ye shall make ful! clcar. 580 

EVEHYMAN 

Everyman. 
O eternal God, O beavenly being, 
O way of righteousness, O gooclly vision, 
Which descended clown into a virgin pure 
Because he would for every man redeem 

89 

That which Adam forfeitecl by his disobedience-
0 blessed God, elect and exalted in thy divinity, 586 

Forgive thou my grievous offence ! 
Here I cry thee merey in this presence. 

O spiritnal treasure, O ransomer and redeemer, 
Of ali the worl<l the hope and the governor, 590 

Mirror of joy, founder of merey, 
Who illnmineth heaven and earth thereby, 
Hear my clamorons complaint, though late it be, 
Receive my prayers, unworthy in tbis heavy life ! 
Though I be a sinner most abominable, 595 

Y et Jet my name be written in Moses' table. 

O Mary, pray to the Maker of everything 
To vouchsafe me belp at my ending, 
And save me from the power of my enemy, 
For Death assaileth me strongly ! - 600 
And, Lady, that I may, by means of thy prayer, 
In your Son's glory as partner share, 
Through the mecliation of his passion I it crave. 
I beseech you, help my soul to save ! 

Knowledge, give me the scourge of penance; 605 
My flesh therewith shall give acqnittance. 
I will now begin, if God give me grace. 

Knowledge. 
Everyman, God give you time and space ! 
Thus I bequeath you into thc hands of onr Saviour, 
Now may you makc your reckouing sure. 610 
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Bveryrnan. 
In the name of the Holy Trinity, 
My body sorely punished shall be. 
Take this, bo<ly, for the sin of the flesh. 
As thou delightest to go gay and fresh, 
And in the way of damnatiou thou didst me bring, 615 

Therefore suffer now the strokes of punishing. 
N ow of penance to wade the water clear I desire, 
To save me from purgatory, that sbarp fire. 

Good Deeds. 
I thank God now I can walk and go, 
And am delivere<l of my sickness ancl woe ! 62U 

Therefore witl, Everyman I will go ancl not spare; 
His good works I will help I,im to declare. 

Knowledge. 
Now, Everymau, be merry and glad, 
Your Good Deeds cometh now, ye may not be sad. 
Now is your Good Deeds whole ancl sound, 625 

Going upright upon the ground. 

[ Good De"'1s ,·i&es and walks to tMm. 

Everyman. 

My heart is light and sball be evermore. 
Now will I smite faster than I did before. 

Good Deeds. 
Everyman, pilgrim, my special friend, 
Blessed be thou without end ! 63ú 

For thee is prepared the eternal glory. 
Now thou hast made me whole ami sound this tide, 
In every hour I will by tbee abide. 

Eueryman. 
Welcome, my Good Dee<ls ! Now I hear thy voice, 

I weep for sweetness of !ove. 635 

EVERYMAN 91 

Knowl"'1ge. 
Be no more sad, but ever rejoice ! 

God seeth thy manner of Iife on bis throne above. 
Put on this garment to thy behoof, 

Which wet with the tears of your weeping is, 
Or else in God's presence you may it miss, 640 

When ye to your journey's end come shall. 
Everyman. 

Gentle Knowledge, what do you it caII? 
Knowl"'1ge. 

A garment of sorrow it is by name, 
From pain it wiII you reclaim. 
Contrition it is, 645 

That getteth forgi veness, 
Passing well it cloth God please. 

Good De"'1s. 
Everyman, will you wear it for your soul's ease? 

[ Everyman puts on the robe of contrition. 

Everyman. 
Now blessecl be Jesu, Mary's son, 
For now have I on true contrition ! ó50 

And Jet us go now without tarryirig. 
Good Deeds, have we aII clear our reckoning? 

Good Deeds. 
Y ea, indeed, I have them here. 

Everyman, 
Then I trust we need not fear. 
Now, friends, Jet us not part in twain ! 655 

Knowledge. 
Nay, Everyman, tbat will we not, for certain. 

Good De"'1s. 
Y et must thou lead with thee 

Tbrec persons of g,·eat might. 
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Everyman, 
Who should they be ? 

Good Deeds. 
Discretion and Strength they hight. 

A nd thy Beauty may not aLide behind. 

Knowledye. 
Also ye must cal] to mind 

Your Five Wits as your counsellors beside. 

Good Deeds. 
You must have them ready at every tide. 

Everyman. 
How shall I get them hither ? 

Knowledge. 
You must cal! them ali together, 
And tbey will l,ear you immediately. 

Everyman. 
My friends, come hitber ancl present be, 
Discretion, Strength, my Five Wits, and Beauty. 

660 

665 

[ The¡¡ enter. 
Bea1'ty. 

Here at your will be we ali reacly. 
What will ye that we should do? 

Good Deed,. 
That ye should with Everyman go, 
.Ancl help him in his pilgrimage. 

670 

Ad vise you - will you with him or not, on that voyage? 

Strength. 
We will all bring him thither, 675 

To help him and comfort, believe ye me i 
Discretion. 

So will we go with him ali together. 

EVERYMAN 93 

Everyman. 
Almighty God, beloved mayest thou be ! 

I give thee praise that I have hither brought 
Strength, Discretion, Beauty, Five Wits - lack I 

nought- 680 

And my Good Deeds, with Knowledge clear, 
Ali be in my company at my will here. 
I desire no more in this my anxiousness. 

Strength. 
.And I, Strength, will stand by yon in your distress, 
Though thou wouldest in battle fight on the ground. 68.5 

Five Wits. 
And though it were through the world round, 
W e will not leave you for sweet or sour. 

Beauty. 
No more will I unto Death's hour, 
Whatsoever thereof befall. 

Discretion. 
Everyman, advise you first of all. 690 
Go with a good advisement and deliberation. 
We ali give you virtuous monition 
That all shall be well. 

Everi¡man. 
My friends, hearken what I will tell. 
I pray God reward you in bis heavenly sphere. 695 

Now hearken ali that be here, 
F or I will make my testament 
Here before you ali present. 

In alms, half my goods will I give with my hands 
twain, 

In the way of charity with good intent, 700 
And the other half still shall remain 

In bequest to retum where it ought to be, 
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Tlm I do in deapit.e of the fiend of heD, 
Out of hia peril to qait me well 
For ever alter and thia day. a 

Knowletlge. 
Eff1'11111D, hearken what I aay. 
Go to Prieetbood, I yoo adviae, 
And reoeive of him in any wise 
The Holy Saorament and Unction togetber, 
Then aee ye speedily turn apin hither, no 
We will ali await you bere, verily. 

Fw, Wm. 
Y ea, Everyman, haat.e tbee tbat ye may ready be. 
Then is no empemr, king, duke, nor baron bold, 
That from God BUCh oornrniWOll doth hold 
A.a he doth to the Ieaat prieat in this world consign, 711 
For of the Bleaaed Sacramenta, pare and. benign, 
He beanth the keya, and thereof hath the cure 
For man'a redemption, it is ever aure, 
Which God u medicine for our aoala' pin 
0a'98 ua out of. hia heart with great pain, '1'JI' 
Here in thia trauitory lüe for tbee and me. 
Of the meaaed Sacramenta aeven there be, 
Baptism, Conflrmation, with Prieathood good, 
And tbe Sacrament of God'a precioua FJeah and Blood. 
Marriap, the Holy Ememe Unction, and Pen111oe. 721 
Theae aeven are good to have in remembraooe, 
Gracioua Sacramenta of high diTIDity. 

Bvff'11'NML 
Fain would I reoeivethat holy body. 
And moeldy to my apiritual father will I go. 

Fi•• Witl. 
Everyman, that is beat that ye can do. m 
God will you to -1vatiQa briug, .. 

IMml!IID • 
For Prieathood cmoeedeth fiVflr1 other thin¡. 
To ua Holy Scriptme they do taeb, 
And convert men úom sin, &ftll to ~ 
God hath to them more power given 731 
Than to any angel that is in heaven. 
Witb five worda he may oonaeorat.e 
God'a body in fleah and blood to mab; 
And handleth hia Maker bmreen hia banda. 
The prieat bindetb and unbiadedi all banda N 
Botb in earth and heaven. -
Tbou dost administer all the Sacramenta amm. 
Though we ahould kiu tby feet, yet thereof thou worChy 

wert. 

Thou art tbe aurgeoa that doth euie of. mortal sin the 
hurt. 

Bemedy ander God we flnd aone 'HI 
Exoept in Prieathood aloae. -
E-verymao, God gave prieata that dignlty, 
And aetteth them in hia at.ead among ua to be, 
Thua be tbey above angela in degree. 

K ttotDÜJtlgt. 

lf prieata be good, it ia ao aurely ; M 
But when Jeaua hung on tbe Ol'088 with grievoaa enmt. 
There he gave out of bia bleaaed heari 
Tbat 8&ID8 Saorament in grievous torment. -
He aold them not to ua, that Lord omnipot.eílt. 
Therefore Saint Peter the apoatle dotb aay 711 
Tbat J esua' cune have ali tbey 
Whioh God their Saviour do huy or aeil, 
Or if they for any money do" take or t.ell." 
Sinful prieata give ainnen bad exarnple in deed and 

word, 
Their obildren ait by other men'a_ftrel, I baTe heud, 780 
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Ancl sorne haunt of womcn the cornpany, 
With lifc unclean as through lustful acts of lechery
These lJe wifo sin made blind. 

Five Wits. 
I trust to God no such may we find. 
'.fherefore let us do Priesthood honor, 765 

And follow their doctrines for our souls' sucoor. 
W e be their sheep, and they shepl,erds be, 
By whom we ali are kept in security. 
Peace ! fo,· yonder I see Everyman come, 
Who unto God hath mru:le tl'lle satisfaction. 770 

Good Deeds. 
Methinketh it is he indeed. 

E11eryman. 
Now may Jesus ali of you comfort and speed 1 
I have receivecl the Sacrament for my redemption, 
And also mine extreme unction. 
Blessed be ali they that counselled me to take it ! 77 5 

And now, friends, let us go without longer respite. 
I thank God ye would so long waiting stand. 
Now set each of you on this rood your hand, 
And shortly follow me. 
I go before where I would be. 780 
God be our guide ! 

Strenf¡l,h. 
Everyman, we will not from you go, 

Till ye have gone this voyage long. 
Discretion. 

I, Discretion, will abide by you also. 
Knowledge. 

And though of tbis pilgrimage the hardships be 
never so strong, 785 

No turning backward in me shall you know. 

EVERYMAN 

Everyman, I will be as sure by thee, 
As e ver I was by Judas Maccabee. 

Every1na11,. 
Alas! I am so faint I may not stand, 

My limbs under me do fold. 
Friends, let us not turn again to this land, 

Not for ali the world's gold, 
For into this cave must I creep, 
And turn to the earth, and there sleep. 

Beauty. 
What - into this grave ! Alas ! W oe is me 1 

Everyman. 
Y ea, there shall ye consume utterly. 

Beauty. 
And what, - must I smother here? 

Everyman. 
Yea, by my faith, and never more appear 1 
In this world we shall live no more at ali, 

97 

'lllf-

795 

But in heaven before the highest lord of ali. 800 

Beauty. 
I cross out ali this ! Adieu, by Saint John 1 
I take "my tap in my lap " and am gone. 

Everynwn. 
What, Beauty !-whither go ye? 

Beauty. 
Peace ! I am deaf, I look not behincl me, 
Not if thou wouldest give me ali the gold in thy 

ches t. 805 

r Beauty goes, followed hy the others, as th,:¡¡ 
speak in turn. 

Everyman. 
Alas I in whom may I trust 1 
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Beauty fast away from me doth hie. 
She promised with me to live and die. 

Strengt!,,. 
Everyman, I will thee also forsake and deny, 
Thy game liketh me not at ali ! 

Everym,a11. 
Why, then ye will forsake rne all ! 
Sweet Strength, tarry a little space. 

Strength. 
Nay, Sir, by the rood of grace, 

810 

I baste me fast my way from thee to take, 
Though thou weep till thy heart do break. 815 

Everyman. 
Ye would evcr abide by me, ye said. 

Strength. 
Y ea, I have you far enough conveyed. 
Y e be old euough, I understand, 
Y our pilgrimage to take in hand. 
I repent me that I thither carne. 820 

Everyman. 
Strength, for displeasing you I am to blame. 
Will ye break " promise that is debt "? 

In faith, I care not ! 
Strength. 

Thou art but a fool to complain, 
Y ou spend your speeeh and waste your brain. 825 
Go, thrust thyself into the gro1md 1 

Everyman. 
I had thought more sm-e I should you have found, 
But I see well, who trusteth in bis Strength, 
She him deceiveth at length. 
Both Strength and Beauty have forsaken me, 830 
Yet thcy promiscd me fair and lovingly. 

EVERYMAN 

Diseretion. 
Everyman, I will after Strength be gone -
As for me, I will leave you alone. 

Eueryman. 
Why, Discretion, will ye forsake me 1 

Discretio11,, 

99 

Y ea, in faith, I will go from thee, i35 
For when Strength goeth before 
I follow after, evermore. 

Everyman. 
Yet, I pray thee, for !ove of the Trinity 
Look in my grave once in pity of me. 

Dúicretwn. 
Nay, so nigh will I not come, trust me well ! 840 
Now I bid you each farewell. 

Eueryman. 
Oh, all things fail save God alone -
Beauty, Strength, and Discretion 1 
For when Death bloweth his blast, 
They ali run from me ful! fast. 845 

Five Wit,. 
Everyman, my leave now of thee I take. 
I will follow the others, for here I thee forsake. 

Everyman. 
Alas I then may I wail and weep, 

For I took you for my best friend. 

Five Wit,. 
I will thee no longer keep. 850 

Now farewell, and here 's an end 1 

Eueryman. 
O Jesu, help ! All have forsaken me. 
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Good Deeds. 

Nay, Everyman, I will abicle by thee, 
I will not forsake thee incleed ! 
Thou wilt find me a good friend at need. 

Et,erym,an. 

855 

Gramercy, Good Dcecls, now may I true friends see. 
They have forsaken me everyone, 
I loved them be.tter tlian my Goocl Deeds alone. 
Knowledge, will ye forsake me also? 

K,wwledge. 
Yea, Everyman, when ye to death shall go, 860 

But not yet, for no mauner of danger. 

Everyman. 
Gramercy, Knowledge, with ali my heart 1 

Knowledge. 
Nay, yet will I not from hence depart, 
Till whereunto ye sball eome, I sball sec and know. 

Everyman. 
Methinketh, alas! that I nmst now go 865 

To make my reckoning, and my debts pay, 
For I see my time is nigh spent away. 
Take example, ali ye that this do hear or see, 
How they that I !ove best do forsake me, 
Except my Goocl Deeds that abideth faithfully. 870 

Good Deeds. 
Ali earthly things are but vanity. 
Beauty, Strength and Discretion do man forsake, 
Foolish friends and kinsmen that fair spake, 
Ali flee away save Goocl Deeds, allCl that am I 1 

Eueryman. 
Have merey on me, Gocl most miglity, 87S 

Ancl stand by me, thou Mother and Maicl, holy Mary l 

EVERYMAN 101 

Good Deeds. 
F ear not, I will speak for thee. 

Everyman. 
Jlere I cry Gocl merey! 

Good Deeds. 
Shorten our end ami minish our pain, 
Let us go and nevtJ1• come again. 880 

E11eryman. 

luto thy hancls, Lord, my soul I eommend
Receive it, Lor<l, that it be not lost ! 

As thou didst me huy, so <lo thou me defend, 
An<l save me from the fienclºs hoast 
That I may appear with that blessecl bost 885 

That shall be save<l at the day of doom. 
In man11s tuas, of mights the mo,t, 

Forever commendo spiritum meum. 

[ Eneryrnan goe:, into tlie grave. 

Knowledge. 

Now that he hath sufferecl that we ali shall endure, 
The Good Deeds shall make ali sure ; 890 

Now that he hath made ending, 
Methinketh that I hear angels sing, 
An<l make great joy and melody, 
Where Everyman's soul shall receivetl be! 

[ 1'he Angel appoo,rs. 
The Angel. 

Come, excellent elect spouse to ,Tesu 1 
!Iere ahove shalt thou go, 

Ilecause of thy singular virtue. 
Now thy soul from thy bocly is taken, lo! 

Thy reckoning is crystal clear. 
Now shalt thou into the heavenly sphere, 

895 

900 
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:8011111 BOOD AD TD Dl&BT 

[KnigAt.] 
Sir Sheriff, for tby aire, 
Robin Hood will I take. 

[SAmff.] 
I wi11 give tbee gold and fee, 
Thia pl'OIIIÍle if tboa keep lo me. 

[TM KtlivAt _,,. Jlo6111 1111d deu.,t, Mi 
lo...C. 


