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CECIL JOHN RHODES.

——

That he is a man of no ordinary parts is evident from
the fact that Editor Stead has awarded him the distinc-
tion of being the third greatest of living Englishmen,
Gladstone and Salisbury alone being greater. But Sir
Cecil's present greatness is not so interesting as the sin-
gularity and romance of his career. He is not only the
greatest man in Africa, but the richest as well. He is
only about 40 years old, but his wealth is estimated at
$100, 000, 000.

Sir Cecil is the sole author of his own fortunes. Like
nearly all the great men of the British colonies, he is
Briton born. His father wasan English clergyman. Cecil
was the seventh son, and about the time of the great dia-
mond. discoveries at Kimberley went to South Africa
fortune seeking. He did not achieve anything brilliant
until he got up what is known in this country as a trust.
In fact, Sir Cecil was one of the first men to form a trust,
just as he was one of the first to reap the greatest profit
from this form of modern aggrandizement. The Kimber-
ley mines, which are now producing all the diamonds of
commerce except those taken from two small mines in the
Orange Free State, were controlled by rival companies—
the De Beers syndicate and others.

Cecil acquired an interest in one of the richest of these
mines—the De Beers—and in a few years rose to the
presidency. The period from 1882 to 1889 was a time
of great activity at Kimberley. In the former year the
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famous Bultfontein diggings w

from that time forward the great Du Toit’s Pan, De Beers
and Kimberley mines, together with the smaller diggings
in the neighborhood, were worked to their full capacity.
The output was enormous. The markets of the world

were flooded with precious stones, prices declined, and
the shareholders noted

ere first developed, and

1e an appreciable diminution in their
dividends,

Now, a decline in dividends calls for heroic remedies.
A diamond trust was demanded. Then Cecil Rhodes
stepped to -the front and accomplished what other and
better-known financiers had been unable to perform. He
reconciled conflicting claims and consolidated the mines
in one grand syndicate with a capita] of $19, 750, 000.
The syndicate controlled the diamond market, and the
dividends were saved. An idea of the princely character
of those dividends may be obtained from the fact that in
fifteen months $19,600,000 worth of diamonds were taken
from the mines,

Cecil Rhodes became the hero of the hour. The King
of Diamonds, people called him, and the glitter of the
gems shed a halo over his fame. His services in the con-
solidaticn were liberally rewarded, and his fortune has
waxed as only a diamond king's fortune can.

In politics as in business, Cecil Rhodes succeeded
where others had failed. His talents for organization
and conciliation were again brought into play, and har-
mony between the Boers and English settlers—a con-
summation which older statesmen had deemed impossible
—was effected. Cecil Rhodes becan:e the premier and
practical ruler of Cape Colony.

But his genius was not restricted to the ordinary chan-
nels of business and statecraft, While at work in Kim-
berley and Cape Town he nourished visions of an imperial
province in that mysterious Eldorado north of the Trans-
vaal which the eyes of few white men have ever beheld.
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BARNATO As HE APPEARED AT THE LZENITH oF His CAREER.
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BARNEY BARNATO.

BARNEY BARNATO.

CONFLICTING STORIES OF HIS EARLY LIFE.

The place and date of birth and the early life of Bare
ney Barnato, the South African ‘‘Diamond King,” are
hidden behind a veil which will, in all probability, never -
be drawn aside. Many vague and uncertain stories have
been told concerning his origin. One version is to the
effect that he was born of Jewish parentsin the notorious
White Chapel district of London, about the year 1852.
There he became a juggler and contortionist, spreading
his mat on the pavement wherever a crowd could be col-
lected, and giving, with the aid of his brother, one of the
usual exhibitions peculiar to the English metropolis. On
the breaking out of the South African diamond craze the
brothers sailed for Cape Town. Where the town of
Kimberley now stands they gave open-air exhibitions
with a trick donkey, and under a tent played ‘‘Hamlet”
to audiences of easily satisfied miners. Here he amassed
a fortune by diamond buying. Following precedents fre-
quent on the stage, he assumed the name, Barney Bare
nato, his real name being Barnett Isaacs.

During the excitement which followed the thrillingly
tragic death of the daring speculator Roland Barnett of
Montreal, Canada, came forward with this version: “I
am the eldest brother of Barnato, whose real name was
Barney Isaac Alri Barnett, Our father was a musician,
a connoisseur of paintings and a well-known picture
restorer. For years he had charge of the estate of the
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old Earl of Dudley. He
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o BARNATO AS A KOPJE WOLLOPER.
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usiness of visiting the mines and purcha.s-'
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ing diamonds from the diggers. He buys in the cheapest
market he can find and sells in the dearest, and this 18
the way, it is generally believed, Barney Barnato made
his start. He was a man of keen perceptions, of mental
and physical courage, and possessed the faculty of ab-

sorption of ideas to an unusual degree. It is said of him

by those who knew him best that he could apply himself
to almost any study and become master of it in a much
shorter time than the majority of men who were pre-
camed to be his intellectual superiors. His perception
as a trader stood him in good stead as a buyer of prop-
erty, and he made a numbe
on proved the rare perspicacity of his mind.

r of investments which later

BARNATO-RHODES CO VBINATION.

The real rise of Barnato, however, dates from his con-
nection with Cecil Rhodes, who was at that time the
invalid son of an English clergyman, temporarily sojourn-
ing in South Africa. Rhodes’ career is as dazzling in a
way as that of Barnato. At the time their acquaint-
anceship began Rhodes was poof, but even his enemies
conceded his genius, and he was ambitious to an extreme
degree. It was a case of the communion of kindred
spirits, and they formed a compact of the most daring
nature. By methods known only to those in the deal,
they forced down the price of diamonds until the gems
were actually a drug in the market. The stocks of the
various diamond mining companies fell in sympathy, and
these were quietly absorbed by the combination, until
one day South Africa awoke to the fact that Barnatoand
Rhodes, through capital which they controlled, were in

-
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command of properties worth untold mj]]
Up went the prices of
before the most famous mines of Kimberley we
ganized as a part of the

Company, with 4 capital of $50,000. 000, Barnato and

Rhodes each held g large slice of the stock of this fabu-
lously rich concern,

stocks again,

HAVING SECURED DIAMONDS, THEY SEEEK FOR GOLD,

This leap from o

bscurity into fame and wealth would
have satisfied ordin

ary men, but it was only a stepping-
stone for the two leaders in the mag race for wealth in
one of the wildest territories ever entered by man. The
real Opportunity of the Barnato-Rhodes combination

came, in fact, after they had completed their dj

amond
deals,

Africa is, ip truth, the continent of mystery. Qut of
it for centuries hag come stories of gold mines and min-
eral wealth beyond the dreams of avarice, Reports of
the rediscovery of the mythical mines of King Solomon
Wwere frequent, and the existence of the riches of Ophir
was always believed in by adventurous
whose bones are now bleaching on the des
an almost unexplored region,

In 1886 South Afy

Prospectors,
ert plains of

ica was again flooded with wonder-

13

, and
about 300 miles nort Stories wilder than
those characterizing the first California discoveries were
accepted literally, and the Kimberley diamond miners
went crazy over them. Houses and lands were aban-

ions of money,
and it was not long

€ reora
Property of the De Beers Mining
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laims were forsaken, and an immense Stfei?;;g
doned, ¢ auna. | over the Veldt in search of the Pro_ i
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e bie“ uf[::v Boers and blacks, and staked out thei
sistence to a

claims by the hundreds.
RN CLE.
FORESTALLED BY THE BARNATO CIR
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3 AL ¥
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that as it may, their titles were iwu\;(:fas the **Barnato
. ; ome KNnow 5
has since then bec ol which
C'“;:E‘Etbegan to exercise that wonderfu_l ;m:és Bar-
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o i e
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JOHANNESBERG SPRINGS UP LIKE _I()N:\H'B GOURD.

Johannesberg, the center of the gold district, was «
second San Francisco, and affords the only instance
where the wonderful history of Pithole, Pa., has been
re-enacted.  From a rude Kaffir settlement it grew to be
a bustling city of 50,000 inhabitants—an American
frontier city transferred to Africa. But under disadvant-
ages which were hundreds of times harder to contend
with than were those which marked the building of Pit-
hole, Johannesberg grew and flourished. The nearest
railroad was 300 miles distant, and it is said that every
stick of timber, every nail, every pane of glass and every
article of civilized manufacture had to be hauled across
arid prairies by means of ox wagons. The ‘‘dollar-a-
pound flour” stories of early California were true with
respect to this latter-day reincarnation of the American
gold camp; but Johannesberg never stopped a day in its
growth. Inside of one year it had theaters, churches,
magnificent buildings, and the Barnato Circle were see-
ing to it that it was to have more. American brains
came into play here, for it was through the aid of a firm
of which an American, Henry J. King, was the prime
mover that the Barnato Circle obtained government con-
cessions for the construction of street railways in the
city of Johannesberg, were granted rights for electric
lighting and secured water privileges for the whole dis-

trict—worth in themselves millions of dollars.

THE BARNATO CIRCLE RULED THE GOVERNMENT.

Barnato and his aids did not stop at that. The Trans-
vaal authorities were like mere children in the hands of
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these_men. They forced the President of the Republic
to build a railroad several hundred miles long f['[lll;}ll t}
Cape Colony frontier to Pretoria, and they tz:eft-.d /i :
the government like kings. S
_ Mlashon'aland and Matabeleland were their next ob-
iiml;é- Pomts. Havi.ng first obtained a royal charter for
Mzta;;tlil‘:vSOuthTﬁfnca Company, they then incited the
S ar. e company promised rich gifts to its
OWers, and the conquest was soon complete. Poor
blundering King Lobengula was brushed away !il'é 2'1
trou't-JIesome fly. The English government tur;"xe(lxthe
province over to the company, which had assumed the
cost of the campaign. The English boast that this was
the on]?z war the Empire ever waged without cost. :
The m(-iomitable members of the Circle were soon at
work again. They had gotten out of London nearly as
much as they thought the city could stand, and they ne‘\'t
set 'Paris and Berlin crazy with their sche'mes ;\i.illio{l
again flowed into the company’s hands. | :

BARNATOS LAST COUP—FIRST MODERN BILLIONAIRE.

; Bar.nato's last coup was the most astonishing in finan-
cial history. He put on the market the stock for the
Barnato Bank, Mining and Estate Corporation (Limit-
ed). No prospectus was issued, nor was any statement
fnad.e o-f the constitution, .object or management of the
institution. One or two preliminary deals were made
and then .the stock was unloaded on the public at an ad:
vance which yielded the projector $10,000,000 in a single
day. The demand for shares seemed limitless. Five-
doliar shares sold in immense quantities at $22 before
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business closed on the exchanges. It has been found a
difficult task to obtain even approximate figures of the
«« Diamond King's” monumental wealth. ~ Through the
Barnato Circle he controlled upward of $1,000,000,000.
This is more than the combined wealth of the Rockefel-
lers, Vanderbilts and Goulds. He was undoubtedly the
first real billionaire of modern times. :

MENTAL COLL:\PSE——SUICIDE-*PERSON.—\L POINTS. -

At the beginning of 1895 Barney Barnato stood at the
zenith of his successes—apparently ready for coronation
as King of Finance. But soon aslump in ¢ Barnatos” set
in, which could not be checked.  Barnato, single-
handed, spent $15,000,000 in one day, in a vain effort
to brace his declining stocks. By 1897 the shrinkage in
the market value of stocks issued by corporations which
he organized had reached £34,000,000, OT $170,000,000.
Despite these reverses, he is believed to have died worth
over half a billion.

But the tide was ebb—one on which Barnato had
never before floated. His sudden retirement was ex-
plained by his friends as due to brain fever and a slow
convalescence. But, in truth; his reason was dethroned
and he was under close surveillance night and day. His
family sailed with him from Cape Town for London,

June 2, on the steamer Scot. A new and gorgeous pal-
ace, in the heart of fashionable London, was awaiting
their reception. When near the port of Funchal, Island
of Madeira, Barnato wrested himself from the protect-
ing arm of his nephew and jumped overboard. His
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body was recovered, and the steamer put into Funchal,
whence the world was startled by news of the suicide.

Barnato left a widow, two sons and a daughter. He
married in South Africa. Although unprepossessing in
face and figure, he was genial and vivacious, and made
friends readily. He was a patron of the drama and a

frequent entertainer of dramatic celebrities. Charity

was
no stranger to him.

On one occasion he sent the Lord
Mayor of London $75,000 for distribution among the
needy of that city.
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