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obtain that is, because our poets write so 
ill in 'it. This indeed may prove a m?re 
prevailing argument than ali others wh1ch 
are used to destroy it, and ~he~e~ore I aro 
only troubled when great and 1ud1c1ous poets, 
and those who are acknowledged such, ha,·e 
writ or spoke against it : as for others, 
they are to be answered by that one ~n
tence of an ancient author : . Sed ut frimo 
ad conseq,widos eos q11os pn_o,:es d11cim11si 
accendim11r, ita ubi aut praetm~•• a11t acq11ari 
eos posse desperavimus, st11di~m wm spe 
sentscil : quod, scüicet,. asscq11i _non potes(, 
sequi desinil ·-praeteritoq11e co m q11~ emi
nere non po;s11mus, aliquid in quo mtamur, 
conq11irimus.1 d 

Lisideius concluded in this manner; an 
Neander, after a little pause, thus answered 

him: . h d' 
I shall grant Lisideius, w1thout mue . is-

pute a great part of what he has urged aga10st 
us . for I acknowledge, that the French con
tri~e their plots more regularly, and obserYe 
the laws oí comedy, and decorum oí the stage, 
(to spcak generally,) with more exactness than 
the English. Farther, I deny no_t _but he has 
taxed us justly in sorne irregulanties of ours, 
which he has mentioned i yet, aíter ali, I 111;1 
of opinion, that neither our faults, nor the1r 
Yirtues, are considerable enough to place tbem 
above us. be. . th 

For the lively imitation of nature 10g 10 e 
dcfinition oí a play, those whic_h best íulfil that 
law ought to beesteemedsupenortotheothers. 
'Ti; true thosc beauties of the French poesy 
are such 'as will mise pcrfection higher w~el_'I! 
it is, but are not sufficient to gi~e il where it is 
not: they are indeed the beaut1es _oí a stat~e, 
but not of a man, beca~. n?t ~nimated w1th 
the soul of pocsy which is im1tat1on ~í humour 
and passions: dnd this Lisideill:l h1mself, or 
any other however biassed to the1r party, can
not but a~knowledge, ií h~ will either compare 
the humours of our comedies, or the characle:-! 
oí our scrious plays, with thcirs. He ~ho w!ll 
look upon theirs which have been wnt~en till 
these last ten years, or thereabouts, w1ll find 
it an hard matter to pick out two or th~e JX!SS· 
able humours amongst them. Come11le h1m-

1 But as at lirst we are incited to follow those w~om 
we rcgard as superior, so whcn we havc despa1red 
of 1,cing able cithcr to surpass or to cqual lbem, ze: 
wcalr.ens as hope docs: what, for:;ooth, . cannot . 
overtalr.cn is not pursued ;-and aband~nin~ that_ 10 
which we cannot cxcel, we seck somcth10g 10 wh1ch 
we may contcnd. 

selí, their arch-poet, what has he p~uced 
t "The Liar" and you know how it Wíl! 

excep ' h · n the cried up in France i but w en it carne upo 
English stage, though well translated, and that 

rt of Dorant acted to so ~uch . adyantage 
: I am confident it neYer rece1ve~ m its own 
country the most favourable to it would not 

ut it i~ competition witb many of Fletc~e~s 
~r Ben Jonson's. In the rest oí Come11l.e s 
comedies you have littJe humour; he tells y~u 
himselí, bis way is, fust to show t~o )ove~ 10 
e:ood intelligence with each other; m the work
hlg up oí the play, to embroil them b~ sorne 
mistake, and in the latter end to clear it, and 
reconcile them. 

But of late years Moli~re, the younger Cor
neille Quinault and sorne otbers, have been 
imitating afar ~ff the quick tums a_nd gra0;s 
of the English stage. The~ have mixe~ the1r 
scrious plays with mirth, hke ~ur tra~1-co?1e• 
dies since the death of Cardinal R1cheheu, 
whi~ Lisideius and many others, not o~scrv
ing have comm~nded that in them for a v1rtue, 
which they themsclves no _ longcr practisc. 
Most of their new plays are, like sorne oí ou~, 
derived írom the Spanish novels. There is 
scarce one of them without a veil, and a trusty 
Diego who drolls much aíter the rate of the 
"Adv~ntures." But their humours, i_f I may 
grace them with that name, are so thm _sown, 
that never above one of them comes up m any 
1 I dare take upon me to find more 

~:J~ty oí them in sorne one play of Ben Jon
son's than in all theirs togcthcr:_ as he who h3;: 
seen 'the "Alchemist," "The S1lent Woman, 
or "Bartholomew Fair," cannot but acknow-
ledge with me. h 

I grant the French have performed w at 
was possible on the ground-work of the Span
ish lays· what was pleasant before, theyhave 
maJe regular: but there is not above one good 

la to be writ on ali those plots i tbey are too 
~u~h alike to pleasc oítcn, which we ne_ed ~ot 
the expcrience of our own stage t~ 1ush!Y· 
As for their new way of mingling m1rth w1th 
scrious plot, I do not, with Lisideius, c~ndcmn 
the thing though I cannot approve the1r man
ner of do¡'ng it. He tells us, we cannot so spced
ily recollect ourselves aíter a scene of great p:is
sion and concemment, as to pass . to ~not~er 
of mirth and humour, and to enJOY it w1th 
any relish: but why should h~ imagine the soul 
oí man more heavy than h1s scnses? Does 
not the eye pass from an unpleasant ?bJect !º a 
pleasant in a much shorter time than 1s required 
to this? 'and does not tbe unpleasantness of the 
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first commend the beauty of the latter? The 
old rule of logic might have convinced him, 
that contraries, when placed near, set off each 
other. A continued gravity kceps the spirit 
too much bent; we must refresh it sometimes, 
as we bait in a joumey, that we may go on with 
greater ease. A scene of mirth, mixed with 
tragedy, has the same effect upon us which 
our music has betwixt the acts; which we find 
a relieí to us from the best plots and language 
oí the stage, if the discourses have becn long. 
I must thcreforc have stronger arguments, ere 
I am convinced that compassion and mirth in 
the same subject destroy each other¡ and in 
the meantime, cannot but conclude, to the 
honour oí our nation, that we have invented, 
increased, and pcrfected, a more pleasant way 
of writing for the stage, than was ever known 
to the ancients or moderns of any nation, which 
is tragi,comedy. 

And this leads me to wonder why Lisideius 
and many others should cry up the barrenness 
oí the French plots, above the variety and 
copiousness of the English. Their plots are sin
gle, they carry on one design, which is pushed 
forn-ard by ali the actors, eYery scene in the 
play contributing and moving towards it. 
Our plays, besides the main design, have under
plots, or by-concernments, oí less considerable 
pcrsons and intrigues, which are carried on 
with the motion of the main plot: as they say 
the orb of the fixed stars, and thosc of the 
planets, though they ha,·e motions of their own, 
are whirled about by the motion of the prim11111, 
mobile, in which they are contained. That 
similitude expresses much oí the English stage; 
for if contrary motions may be found in nature 
to agree ¡ if a planet can go east and west at 
the same time¡ - one way by virtue of bis own 
motion, the other by the force of the first 
moYer; - it will not be diflicult to imagine 
how the under-plot, which is only difJerent, not 
contrary to the great dcsign, may naturally be 
conducted along with it. 

Eugcnius has already shown us, from the 
confcssion of the French poets, that the 
unity of action is suflicientl{ preserved, if 
ali the impcrfcct actions o the play are 
conducing to the main design ¡ but when 
thosc petty intrigues of a play are so ill 
orderecl, that they have no coherence with 
the other, I must grant that Lisideius has 
reason to tax that want of due conncc
tiun; for coor<lination in a play is as dan• 
gcrous and unnatural as in a state. In the 
meantime he must acknowledge, our variety, 

if well ordered, will afford a greater pleasure 
to the audience. 

As for his other argument, that by pursuing 
onc single theme they gain an advantagc to 
express and work up the passions, I wish any 
example he could bring from them would make 
it good; for I confess their verses are to me the 
coldest I have ever read. Neither, indeed, is 
it possilile for them, in the way they take, so 
to exprcss passion, as that the effects of it 
should appcar in the concemment of an 
audiencc, their speeches being so many decla
mations, which tire us ,vith the length; so that 
instead oí pcrsuading us to grieve for their 
imaginary heroes, we are concerned for our 
own trouble, as we are in tedious visits of bad 
company¡ we are in pain till they are gone. 
When lhe French slage carne to be reformed 
by Cardinal Richelieu, those long harangues 
were introduced, to comply with the gravity 
of a churchman. Look upon the "Cinna" 
and the "Pompcy" ¡ they are not so properly 
to be called plays, as long discourses of reason 
oí state; and "Polieucte" in mattersof religion 
is as solcmn as the long stops u pon our organs. 
Since that time it is grown into a custom, and 
their actors speak by the hour-glass, like our 
parsons; nay, they account it the grace of 
their parts, and think themselves disparaged 
by the poet, if they may not twice or thrice in 
a play entertain the audience with a speech 
oí an hundn.:d lines. I deny not but this may 
suit well cnough with the Frcnch ¡ for as we, 
who are a more sullen people, come to be 
diverted at our plays, so they, who are of an 
airy and gay tempcr, come thither to make 
themsclves more serious: and this I conceiYe 
to be one reason, why comedies are more pleas
ing to us, and tragedies to them. But to speak 
generally: it cannot be denied, tbat short 
speeches and replies are more apt to move the 
passions, and beget concemment in us, than 
the other; for it is unnatural for any one, in 
a gust of passion, to speak long together; or 
for another, in the same condition, to suffer 
him without interruption. Grief and passion 
are like floods raised in little brooks by a sudden 
rain¡ they are quickly up, and if the concem
ment be pourcd uncxpectedly in upon us, it 
overflows us: But a long sober shower giYcs 
thcm lcisurc to run out as they carne in, without 
troubling the ordinary curren t. As for comed y, 
repartcc is onc of its chiefest graces ¡ the great
cst pleasure of the audience is a chace of wit, 
kcpt up on bolh sidcs, and swiftly managed. 
And this our forefathcrs, if nol we, have had 
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in Fletcher's plays, to a much higher degree of 
perfection, than the French poets can reason
ably hope to reach. 

* * * * * * * But to leave this and pass to the latter part 
of Lisideius's disc¿urse, which concems rela
f ns I must acknowledge with him, that the 
Fc:en~h have reason to hide that part of the 
action which would occasion too much tumu)t 
on the stage, and to chocse rather to h~ve it 
made known by narration to t~e aud1ence. 
Farther, I tbink it very co~veme~t, for. the 
reasons he has given, that ali mcreclible actions 
were removed; but, wbether custom has so 
insinuated itself into our countrymen or nature 
has so formed them to fierceness, I know not; 
but they will scarcely su!Ier combats and other 
objects of horror to be taken from t~em. A~d, 

00 the incomparable Shakespea_re for the s_ame 
fault. To conclude on this sub1e~ of relations, 
if we are to be blamed for showmg too mu~ 
of the action, the French are as faulty _for dlS
covering too little of it; a me~ -~twu:t ~ th 
should be observed by every 1ud1c1ous wnt~r, 
so as the audience may _neither _be left unsatis
fied by not seeing what 1s beautiful, ~r shocked 
by beholcling what is either incred1ble or un-

decent. . . d' 
I hope I have already proved m th1s 1scourse, 

. deed the indecency of tumults is ali wh1cb 
:n be' objected against fighting: fo~ why may 
not our imagination as well suffer itself to .be 
deluded with the probability of it, as w1th 
any other thing in the play? For my part, 
I can with as great ease persuade myself, that 
the blows are given in good eai:nest, as ~ can, 
that they who strike them are kmgs or pnnces, 
or those persons which they represent. . For 
objects of increclibility, - I would be satisfied 
from Lisideius, whether we have any so re
moved from ali appearance of truth, as ar~ those 
of Comeille's "Andromede"; a play wh1ch h~s 
been frequented the most of any he has wnt. 
If the Perseus, or the son of an heathen god, 
the Pegasus, and the Monster, w~re not capable 
to choke a strong belief, !et bim bl~e any 
representation of mus hereafter. Those 1~decd 
were objects of delight; yet the reason i_s the 
same as to the probability; for he ma~es ¡~ not 
a ballet, or masque, but a play, wh1~h is to 
resemble truth. But for death, _that ,t ought 
not to be represented, I have, bes1des the_argu
ments alleged by Lisideius, th~ ~uth_onty of 
Ben Jonson, who has forbome ,t m h1s tr~~e
dies· for both the death of Sejanus and Catihne 
are ;elated. though, in the !alter, I cannot but 
observe 0;e irregularity of that great poet i 
he has removed the scene in the same act, from 
Rome to Catiline's arrny, and from thence 
again to Rome; and besides, ~:l;5 ~Uowed a 
very considerable time after Cat1hne s speech, 
for the striking of the battle, and the re~um 
of Petreius, who is to relate the e~enl of it to 
the senate· which I should not ammadvert on 
him who ~as otherwise a painful observer of 
.,.0 ;pE1ro11 or the decortmi of the stage, if he had 
not used ' extreme severity in his judgment 

that though we are not altogether so punctual 
as the French in observing the laws of comedy, 
yet our erro~ are so few, and little, ~d those 
things wherein we excel them so considerable, 
that we ought of right to be preferred before 
them. But what will Lisideius say, if !hey 
themselves acknowledge they are t?O stn~tly 
bounded by those laws, for br~akmg wh1ch 
he has blamed the English? I wtll allege Co~
neille's words as I find tltem in the end_ of bis 
Discourse of the three Unities: ~! est_facile aux 
speculatifs d' estre sever~, etc. It is easy f~r 
speculative persons to 1udge severely; but 1f 
they would produce to public view ten or twe!ve 
pieces of this nature, they would perhaps give 
more latitude to tite rules than I have done, 
when, by experience, tltey had_ known how 
much we are limited and constramed by them, 
and how many beauties of the stage they ban
ished from i-t." To illu~trate a littl~ what he 
has said: _ by their servile ~bserv~t1ons of the 
unities of time and place, and mtegnty of scenes, 
tltey bave brought on themselv~s t~at dea~h 
of plot and narrowness of imagmation, wb1ch 
may ~ observed in ali their plays. How ma~y 
beautiful accidents might naturally h~ppen. 10 

two or three days, which cannot amve w1th 
any probability in the compass of twenty-four 
bours? There is time to be allowed also for 
maturity of design, which amongst great and 
prudent persons, such as are. oft~n represented 
in tragedy, cannot, with any hkehhood of tr~th, 
be brought to pass at so sh~rt a wam1~g. 
Farther, by tying themselves stnctly to the umty 
of place, and unbroken scenes,. they ~re forced 
many times to omit sorne beaut1es wh1ch ~nn~t 
be shown where the act began; but m1ght, if 
the scene were interrupted, and the stage cleared 
for the persons to en ter in another place; and 
therefore the French poets are ofte~ fo~ced 
upon absurdities: for if the act begms m a 
chamber, all the J)!!rsons in the pl~y must have 
sorne business or other to come th1ther, or else 
they are not to be shown that act; and. some
times tlteir characters are very unfittmg to 
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appear there: as suppose it were the king's 
bed-chamber, yet the meanest man in the trag
edy must come and despatch his business there, 
rather than in the lobby, or court-yard, (which 
is fitter for him,) for fear the stage should be 
cleared, and the scenes broken. Many times 
they fall by it into a greater inconvenience¡ 
for they keep their scenes unbroken, and yet 
change the place; as in one of their newest 
plays, where the act begins in the street. There 
a gentleman is to meet bis friend; he sces him 
with his man, comiug out from bis father's 
house; they talle togetlter, and the first goes 
out: the second, who is a lover, has made an 
appointment with bis mistress; she appears at 
the window, and then we are to ima~ine tite 
scene lies under it. This gentleman 1s called 
away, and leaves bis servant with bis mistress: 
presently her father is beard from within; the 
young lady is afraid the serving-man sbould 
be discovered, and thrusts bim into a place 
of safety, which is supposed to be her closet. 
After this, the father enters to the daughter, 
and now the scene is in a house : for he is seek
ing from one room to another for this poor 
Philipin, or French Diego, who is heard from 
within, drolling and breaking many a miserable 
conceit on the subject of bis sad condition. In 
this ridiculous manner the play goes fonvard, 
the stage being never empty ali the while: 
so tbat the street, the window, the two houses, 
and the closet, are made to walk about, and the 
persons to stand still. Now, what, I beseech 
you, is more easy than to write a regular Frcnch 
play, or more difficult than to write an irregular 
English one, like those of Fletcher, or of Shake
speare? 

If they content thcmselves, as Comeille did, 
with sorne flat design, which, like an ill riddle, 
is found out ere it be half proposed, such plots 
we can make every way regular as easily as 
they; but whenever they endcavour to rise to 
any quick tums and CCluntcr-turns of plot, as 
sorne of them have attempted, since Comeille's 
plays have been lcss in vogue, you see they 
write as irrcgularly as we, though they cover 
it more speciously. Ilcnce the reason is per
spicuous, why no French plays, when trans
lated, have, or ever can succeed on the English 
stage. For, if you considcr the plots, our own 
are fuller of variety; if the writing, ours are 
more quick and fuller of spirit; and therefore 
'tis a strange mistake in those who dccry the 
way of writing plays in verse, as if the English 
therein imitated the Frcnch. \Ve have bor
rowed nothing írom them; our plots are wea ved 

in English looms: we endeavour therein to 
follow the variety and grcatncss of charactcr.-, 
which are derived to us from Shakespeare and 
Fletcher; the copiousness and well-knitting of 
the intrigues we have from Jonson ; and for 
the verse itself we have English precedents of 
elder date than any of Comeille's plays. Not 
to name our old comedies before Shakespeare, 
which were ali writ in verse of six fcet, or 
Alexandrines, such as the French now use, -
I can show in Shakespeare, many scenes of 
rhyme together, and tite like in Ben Jonson's 
trageclies: in "Catiline" and "Sejanus" some
times thirty or forty lines, - I mean besides the 
cborus, or the monologues; which, by the way, 
showed Ben no enemy to this way of writing, 
especially if you read his "Sad Shepherd," 
which goes sometimes on rhyme, sometimcs 
on blank verse, like an horse who cases himself 
on trol and amble. You find him likewise 
commending Fletcher's pastoral of "The 
Faithful Shepherdess," which is for the most 
part rhyme, though not refined to that purity 
to which it hath since been brought. And 
these examples are enough to clear us from a 
scrvile imitation of the French. 

But to retum whence I have digressed: I 
dare boldly affirm thesc two things af the 
English drama; - First, that we have many 
plays of ours as regular as any of tlteirs, and 
which, besidcs, have more variety of plot and 
characters; and, secondly, that in most of the 
irregular plays of Shakespeare or Fletcher, 
(for Ben Jonson's are for the most part regular,) 
there is a more masculine fancy, and greater 
spirit in lhe writing, than there is in any of 
the French. I could produce even in Shake
speare's and Fletcher's works, sorne plays which 
are almost exactly formcd; as the "Mcrry 
\Vives of Windsor," and "The Scomful Lady": 
but, because (generally speaking) Shakcspeare, 
who writ first, did not perfectly observe the laws 
of comedy, and Fletcher, who carne nearer to 
perfection, yet through carelessness made many 
faults; I will take the pattem of a perfect 
play from Ben Jonson, who was a careful and 
leamed obscrver of the dramatic laws, and from 
ali bis comedies I shall select "The Silent 
Woman;" of which I will make a short examen, 
according to those rules which the French 
observe. 

As Neander was beginning to examine "The 
Silcnt Woman," Eugcnius, eamestly regarding 
him: I bescech you, Neander, said he, gratify 
the company, and me in particular, so far as, 
before you s~k of tite play, to give us a charac-
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ter of the author; and tell us frankly your opin
ion, whether you do not think ali writers, both 
French and English, ought to givc place to him? 

I fear, replied Ncandcr, that, in obcying your 
commands, I sball draw sorne envy on mysclf. 
Besides, in perfonning thcm, it will be first 
necessary to speak somewhat oí Shakespeare 
and Fletcber, his rivals in pocsy¡ and one of 
them, in my opinion, at least his cqual, perhaps 
bis superior. 

To begin then with Shakespeare. He was 
the man wbo oí aU modem, and perhaps an
cient poets, had the largest and mosl compre
hensive soul. All the images oí nature were 
still present to him, and he drcw them not labo
riously, but luckily: whcn he describes any
thing, you more than sce it, you feel it too. 
Those who accuse him to have wanted lcaming, 
givc him the greater commendation: he was 
naturally leamed ¡ he needed not the spectadcs 
oí books to read nature¡ he looked inwards, 
and found her there. I cannot say he is every· 
wbere alike ¡ were he so, I should do him in jury 
to compare him "';th the greatest of mankind. 
He is many times flat, insipid ¡ his comic wit 
degenerating into clcncbcs, bis serious swelling 
into bombast. But he is always great, when 
sorne great occasion is presented to him: no 
man can say, he ever had a fil subject for his 
wit, and did not then raise bimself as high above 
the rest of poets, 

QuanJum ltnla soltnl inler viburna cuprmi.1 

The consideration of this made Mr. Hales 
oí Eton say, that there was no subject of whicb 
any poet ever writ, but be would produce it 
much better done in Shakespeare ¡ and how
ever othcrs are now gcnerally preferred bcforc 
him, yet the age wherein he livcd, wbich had 
contemporarics with him, Flctcber and Jonson, 
nevcr equalled them to him in their estcem: 
and in the last king's court, when Ben's repu
tation was at highest, Sir John Suckling, and 
with bim the greatcr part oí the courticrs, set 
our Shakespeare far above him. 

Beaumont and Fletcher, of whom I am next 
to speak, hnd, with the advantage oí Shake
speare's wit, wbicb was thcir prccedent, great 
natural gifts, improved by study ¡ Bcaurriont 
especially being so accurate a judge oí plays, 
that Ben Jonson, while he lived, submitted 
ali his writings to his censure, and 'tis thought, 
uscd his judgment in corrccting, if not contriv
ing, ali his plots. What value he had for him, 

1 As do the tall cyprcs.ses abovc the laggard shrubs. 

appears by the verses he writ to him¡ and there
fore I nced speak no fartber of it. Tbe first 
play that brougbt Fletcher and him in estcem, 
was their "Philaster" ¡ for before that, they 
hacl written two or thrce very unsuccessfully: 
as the like is reported oí Ben Jonson, before 
he writ "Every Man in bis Humour." Their 
plots werc generally more regular than Sbake
speare's, especially tbose whicb were made be
fore Beaumont's deatb ¡ and they understood 
and imitated tbe conversation oí gentlemcn 
much bctter¡ whose wild debauchcries, and 
quickness of wit in repartees, no poet before 
them could paint as they have done. Humour, 
whicb Ben Jonson derived from particular 
persons, tbey made it not their business to 
describe: they reprcsentcd aU the passions very 
lively, but above ali, love. I am apt to believe 
the English language in them arrived to its 
bighest perfection ¡ what words have since been 
taken in, are rather superfluous than orna
mental. Tbeir plays are now the most pleas
ant and frequent entertainments of thc stage¡ 
two of theirs being acted through the year for 
one of Sbakespeare's or J onson's: the reason is, 
because there is a certain gaiety in their come
dies, and patbos in their more scrious plays, 
which suits generally with all men's bumours. 
Shakespeare's language is likewise a little 
obsolete, and Ben Jonson's wit comes short 
of theirs. 

As for Jonson, to whose character I am now 
arrived, if we look upon him while he was him
self, (for his last plays were but bis dotages,) 
I think him the most leamed and judicious 
writer which any theatre ever bad. He was a 
most severe judge of himself, as well as others. 
One cannot say he wanted wit, but rather that 
be was frugal of it. In his works you find little 
to retrench or alter. Wit and language, and 
humour also in sorne measure, we had before 
him ¡ but something of art was wanting to the 
drama, till be carne. lle managed bis strength 
to more advantage than any who preceded him. 
You seldom find him making )ove in any of his 
scenes, or endeavouring to move the passions; 
his genius was too sullen and satumine to do 
it gracefully, cspecially when he knew he carne 
aftcr those who had pcrfonncd both to such an 
hcight. Humour was his propcr sphcre ¡ and 
in that he dclightec\ most to rcpn:~nt mcchanic 
JX.'Ople. He was dceply convcrsant in the 
ancients, both Grcek and Latín, and he bor· 
rowed boldly from them: there is scarce a 
poct or historian among the Roman authors of 
those times, whom he has not translated in 
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"_Sejanus". and "Catiline." But he has done 
h1s robbencs so openly, that one may see he 
fears nol _to be taxed by any law. He invades 
authoi:5 hke a monarch i and what would be 
th~ft m oth~r poets, is only victory in him. 
W1th the spotls oí these writers he so represenls 
old Rome to ~• in its riles, ceremonies, and 
c~toms, t~at 1f one oí their poels had written 
e1ther. of ~•s tragedies, we had seen less of it 
than m h~m. If there was any fault in his 
language, !t was, ~hat ?e weaved it too closely 
and labonously, m his comedies especially· 
perbaps too, he did a little too mucb Roman~ 
our tongue, leaving tbe words which he trans
lated ~lmosl as much Latinas he found them: 
wherem, though he leamedJy followed their 
!ª?guage, he did not enough comply with the 
td1om oí ours. If I would compare him with 
Shakespeare, I must acknowledge him the more 
correct poet, but Shakespeare the greater wit. 
Shakespeare was the Homer, or father of our 
dramat1c poels¡ Jonson was the Virgil the 
pattem oí elaborate writing· J admire 'bim 
but I )ove S~akespeare. To 

1

conclude of him ¡ 
~ he has given us the most correct plays so 
!~ t~e pre~p.~s whicb he has laid down in'his 

D1scovenes, we have as many and profitable 
rules for perfecting the stage as any wberewith 
the Frencb can fumish us. ' 

JOHN LOCKE (1632-r7o4) 

OF THE CONDUCT OF THE UNDER
STANDING 

1. Inlroduction. -The Jast resort a man 
h~ recourse to, in tbe conduct oí himself, is 
h1s unde1;1tanding¡ for though we distinguisb 
the faculttes of the mind, and give the supreme 
comm_and to the will, as to an agent, yet the 
tr:uth is, the I?ªn, wbo is tbe agent, determines 
hrmself to th1s or that voluntary action upon 
sorne preced~nt knowledge, or appeara~ce of 
knowledge! m the , understanding. No man 
e~er sets h1mself about anything but upon sorne 
v1ew or other, whicb serves him for a reason for 
what be does: and whatsocver faculties he 
~mploys, the understanding, with sucb light as 
tt has, well or ill informed, constan ti y leads. 
~nd by that light, true or false, ali his opera~ 
hve powers are directed. The will itselt how 
absolute and unco_ntrl?lla~le soever it m;y be 
t~ought, never farls m •ts obedience lo the 
dr~ates of ~e understanding. Temples have 
the1r sacred tmages, and we see what influence 
they have always had overa great part of man-

kind. ~ut in truth, the ideas and images in 
men's mmds are the invisible powers that con
sta;"tlY govem them, and to these they ali 
universally pay a ready submission. It is 
thcrefore oí the bighest concemment that great 
care should be taken of the understanding to 
cond_uct it . right in the searcb of knowledge, 
and tn the Judgments it makes. 

The !ogic now in use has so long possessed 
the cbair, .as t?e only art taught in the scbools, 
for the d1rect1on of the mind in the study of 
the arts and sciences, that it would perhaps be 
thºught an affectation of novelty to suspect that 
rules that have served tbe leamed world these 
two or three thousand years, and wbicb, with
out anf complaint of defects, the learned have 
reste~ m, are not suflicient to guide the under
Slanding. And I should not doubt but this 
alteml?t would be ccnsured as vanity or pre
sumpt1_on,. di~ not the great Lord Verulam's 
auth~nty JUSltfy it; who, not scrvilely thinking 
leammg could not be advanced beyond wbat it 
":as, because for many ages it bad not been 
dtd not rest in the lazy approbation and a~ 
P!ªUSC: of what was, because it was, but enla d 
h1s ~md to what it might be. In his prefce 
to h1s Novum Organum, conceming lo ·e, he 
pronoun~s thus: "Qui summas diafecticae 
partes. t~ibuerunt, atque inde fidissima scitnliis 
pra~idia . comparari putar11nl, verissime el 
opt,~ vidtrum intdkclum humanum, sibi 
permissu_m, t~erito suspeclttm esse debere. 
V eru'!' injirm~or omnino es# malo mtdicina ,· 
nec ipsa maJi e,xpers. Siq11idcm dwJeclica 
q11ae reupta esl, licd ad civüia et artes quae i~ 
sc~mone et opinione positae sunl, recl¡;sime ad
~ibealur; nalurae tamm subtüitatem ¡ 
inter_vallo non allingü, tt prensando quod °:;! 
capil, ad errores potius stabüitndos et quasi 
figen:J.os, quam ad viam verilali aperitndom 
11alu1t." 

"Th " h • . ey, sa~ e, "who attributed so much 
to logtc, perce1ved very well and truly that it 
w~ not safe to trust the understanding to itself 
w1thout the guard of any rules. But the 
remedy i:eacbed not tbe evil, but became a 
part of_ it, _for the logic whicb took place, 
though tt m1ght do well enough in civil affairs 
an~ . the arts, which consisted in talk and 
?Ptmon, yet comes very far short of subtlety 
m the real performances of nature. and. 
cntching at what it cannot rcach has' served 
to confinn and establish errors, ra'ther than to 
open a way to truth." And therefore a little 
after he says, "That it is absolutely necessary 
that a better and perfecter use and employ· 
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ment of the mind and understanding should 
be introduced." "Necessario req11iritur ut 
mdior et perjeclior menlis et inlellectus humani 
usus et adoperalio introducaJur." 

2. Parts. - There is, it is visible, grcat 
variety in men's understandings, and their 
natural constitutions put so wide a difference 
between sorne men in this respect, that art 
and industry would never be able to master, 
::nd their very natures seem to want a founda
tion to raise on it that which other meo easily 
attain unto. Arnongst men of equal education 
there is great inequality of parts. And the 
woods of America, as well as the schools of 
Athens, produce meo of severa! abilities in 
the same kind. Tbough this be so, yet I 
imagine most meo come very short of what 
they might attain unto, in their severa] degrces, 
by a neglect of their understandings. A few 
rules of logic are thought sufficient in this case 
for those who pretend to tbe highest improve
ment, whereas I think there are a great many 
natural defects in the understanding capable 
of amendment, which are overlooked and 
wholly neglected. And it is easy to perceive 
that men are guilty of a great many faults in 
the exercise and improvement of this faculty of 
the mind, which hinder them in their progress, 
and keep them in ignorance and error all their 
lives. Sorne of them I shall take notice of, 
and endeavour to point out proper remedies 
for, in the following discourse. 

3. Reasoning. - Besides the want oí deter
mined ideas, and of sagacity and exercise in 
finding out and laying in order intermediale 
ideas, there are three miscarriages that mcn 
are guilty of, in refercnce to their reason, 
whereby this faculty is hindered in them from 
that service it might do and was designed for. 
And he that reflects upon tbe actions and dis
courses of mankind will find their defects in 
tbis kind very írequent and very observable. 

1. The first is of those who seldom reason 
at ali, but do and think according to the 
example oí others, whether parents, neigh
bours, ministers, or who else thcy are pleased 
to make choice oí to have an implicit faith in, 
for the saving oí themselves the pains and 
trouble oí tbinking and examining for them
selves. 

2 The second is oí those who put passion 
in the place oí reason, and being resolved that 
shall govem thcir actions and arguments, 
neither use their own, nor hearken to other 
pcople's reason, any íurther than it suits their 
humour, interest, or party; and these one 

may observe commonly content tbemselves 
with words wbich have no distinct ideas to 
them, though in other matters, tbat they come 
with an unbiassed indifferency to, they want 
not abilities to talk and bear reason, wbere 
they have no secret inclination that hinders 
tbem from being tractable to it. 

3. The third sort is of those who readily 
and sincerely follow reason, but for want oí 
having that wbich one may call large, sound, 
roundabout sense, bave not a full view of ali 
that relates to tbe question, and may be oí 
moment to decide it. We are all shortsighted, 
and very oíten see but one side of a matter; 
our views are not extended to all tbat has a 
connection with it. From this defect I think 
no man is free. \Ve see but in part, and we 
know but in part, and therefore it is no wonder 
we conclude not right from our partial views. 
This might instruct the proudcst esteemer oí 
his own parts, how useful i_t is to talk and con
sult with others, even such as come short of 
him in capacity, quickness, and penetration; 
for since no one sees ali, and we generally 
have different prospects oí the same thing ac
cording to our different, as I may say, positions 
to it, it is not inco~gruous to think, nor be
neatb any man to try, whether another may 
not bave notions oí things which have escaped 
him, and which his reason would make use of 
if they carne into bis mind. The faculty oí 
reasoning seldom or never deceives those who 
trust to it; its consequences, from what it 
builds on, are evident and certain; but that 
which it oftenest, if not only, misleads us in is, 
tbat tbe principies from wbich we conclude 
thc grounds upon which we bottom our rea
soning, are but a part; something is left out 
which should go into the reckoning, to make it 
just and exact. Here we may imagine a vast 
and almost infinite advantage that angels and 
separate spirits may have over us, who in their 
severa) degrees oí elevation above us may be 
endowed with more comprehcnsive faculties; 
and sorne of thcm perhaps, having perfect and 
exact views of ali finite heings that come un
dcr their consideration, can, as it were, in the 
twinkling oí an eye, collect together all tbeir 
scattered and almost boundless relations. A 
mind so furnished, what reason has it to 
acquiesce in the certainty oí its conclusions 1 

In this we may see the reason why sorne 
men of study and thought, that reason right 
and are lovers of truth, do make no great 
advances in their discoveries of it. Error and 
truth are uncerlainly blended in their minds¡ 
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their decisions are Jame and defective and 
they are very often mistaken in their 'judg
ments: the reason whereof is, they converse 
but w1th one sort ,.,f _men, they read but one 
:i<>rl oí books, they wdl not come in the hear
mg but of one sort of notions; the trutb is, 
!hey ca?ton out to themselves a little Gosben 
m the mtellectual world, wbere light shines, 
and as they conclude, day blesses them. but 
the ~t of that vast expansum they gi;e up 
to mg~t and darkness, and so avoid coming 
near it They have a pretty traffic with 
~º'Yº correspondents, in sorne Jittle creek. 
wltbm that tbey confine themselves, and ~ 
dexterous managers enough of tbe wares and 
products of that comer with wbich they con-

within his comrnerce¡ but far enough írom 
tha_t comprehensive enlargement of mind 
w~1ch adoms a soul devoted to truth, assisted 
w1th lett_ers, and a free generation of !he 
severa! ~1ews and sentiments of thinking men 
of all s1des. Let not meo therefore that 
would ha~e a sight of what e;ery one p~tends 
to be des1rous to have a sight oí, truth in its 
ful] extent, narrow and blind their own pros
pect._ Let n~t meo think tbere is not truth 
but 111 tbe sc1ences that they study or books 
Iba~ tbey read. To prejudge other men's 
notions, hefore we have looked into tbem is 
not to show ~~eir darkness, but to put out ~ur 
ºW? eres. Try ali things, hold fast that 
wh1ch is good," is a divine rule coming írom 
tbe Father of light and truth, a;d it is hard to 
know what other way men can come at truth 
to l~y hold oí it, if tbey do not dig and search 
for it as for gold and hid treasure· but he 
t~at <loes so must have much earth 'and rub
b1sh before he gets the pure metal i sand and 
pebbles and dross usually lie blended with it 
~ut the gold is nevertbeless gold, and will en~ 

• tent themselves, but will not venture out into 
t~e great ocean oí knowledge, to survey tbe 
n~hes that nature hath stored otber parts 
w1th, no less genuine, no less solid no less 
usef~I than what has fallen to their l~t, in the 
~dm1red plen~y and sufficiency of their own 
!•ttle spot, wh1ch to them contains whatsoever 
is good in the universe. Those wbo live thus 
me~ed up within their own contracted terri
toncs, a~d will not look abroad heyond the 
boundanes that chance, conceit or laziness 
has set to their inquines but live separate 
from tbe notions, discoui-s::s and attainments 
of the rest of mankind, may'not amiss be re 
resented by the inhabitants of the Mari: 
Islands, who, being separated by a large tract 
of sea from ali communion with the habitable 

nch the man. tbat e';Dploys bis pains to seek 
:nd separate it. Ne1ther is there any danger 
e should_ be deceived by the mixture. Every 

m_an carnes about him a touchstone if he 
will make use of it1 to d_istinguish sub;tantial 
gold from superfioal ghtterings truth from 
appe~rances. And, indeed, the u~ and benefit 
of th1s touchstone, which is natural reason is 
spoiled ª?d lost only by assuming prejudi~, 
o~envecnmg presumption, and narrowing our 
mmds. The . want. of e~e_rcising it in tbe ful! 
extent of thm&:i in~elhgtble, is that which 
weakens an~ extmgu1shes tbis noble faculty in 
us. Trace it and sec whether it be not so 
The day-labourer in a country village ha~ 
:mmonly_ b~t a small pittance of knowlcdgc, 

pa rts of the earth, thought themselves the 
onl~ people oí the world. And though the 
stra1tness of the conveniences of life amongst 
t_hem ~ad never reached so far as to the use of 
~re, ti!l the Spaniards, not many years since 
m the1r _voyages from Acapulco to Manilla' 
brou~ht it amongst them; yet, in the want 
and •gnorancc of almost ali things, they looked 

h
upon lhemselves, even after that the Spaniards 
_ad brought_ amongst them the notice of va

nety of nallons, ahounding in sciences arts 
and _conveniences of life, of which they 'kncw 
nothmg; they looked upon themselves I say 
as the happiest and wisest people of the uni~ 
yerse: But for ali that, nobody, I think will 
imag_i~e them deep naturalists or solid ~eta
~hys1c1ans; nobody will decm the quickest
s~ghte~ amo~gst them to have very enlarged 
Vlews m eth1cs or politics i nor can any one 
allow the most capable amongst them to be 
advanced so far in his undcrstanding as to 
h~ve any ot~er knowledge but of the few litlle 
thmgs of h1s and the neighbouring islands 

cause h1s ideas and notions have been con
fin~d to lhe narrow bounds of a poor conver
sation and employment: the low mechanic of 
a country town does somewhat outdo him: 
porters and cobblers of great citics surpass 
thc~. A coun!ry _gentleman who, leaving 
Latm and leammg m tbe university removes 
th_ence . to bis mansionhouse, and :issociates 
w1th. ne1gbbours of the same strain, who rclish 
nothmg but hunting and a bottle: with those 
alone he spends his time, with tbose alone be 
converse~, and can away with no company 
"'.hose d1scoursc goes beyond wbat claret and 
~•ssol~tcness inspire. Such a patriot, formed 
}:il th•s happy way_ oí improvement, cannot 

' as we see, lo give notable dccisions upon 
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the bench at quarter-sessions, and eminent 
proofs of his skill in politics, when the str~ngth 
of his purse and party have advanced h1m to 
a more conspicuous station. To such a one, 
truly an ordinary coffee-house gleaner of the 
city 'is an arrant statesman, and as m~ch 
superior to as a man conversant ª?Out Wh1te
hall and the court is to an ordinary shoJ?
kee r To carry this a little further: here 1s 
one~cllled up in the zeal and infallibility of 
his own sect, and will not touch a ~k or 
enter into debate with a perso~ that wil) ques
tion any of those things wb1~ to b~ are 
sacred. Another surveys our d1~e~n~s m re
ligion with an equitable aod fa1r rnd1fference, 
and so finds, probahly, tbat none of tbem :L~e 

or two that deligbt him. He th~t will inqu!re 
out the best books in every sc1ence, and m
form himself of tbe most material auth~~ of 
the severa! sects of philosophy and rehgi~n, 
will not find it an infinite work to ~cquamt 
himself with the sentiments of mankmd c~n
ceming tbe most weighty and comprehens1~e 
subjects. Let him exercise the freedom ~f bis 
reason and understanding in sucb a lat1tu~e 
as tbis and bis mind will be strengtbened, bis 
capacit'y enlarged, his faculties improved; and 
tbe light whicb the remole and scat~ered pa~s 
of truth will give to one anotber w1ll so 3:551st 
bis judgment, that he will seldom be w1dely 
out, or miss giving proof of a clear head _an~ 
a comprehensive knowledge. At least, thi~ is 
tbe only way r know to give the understanding • 
ils due improvement to the full extent of in everything unexceptionable. These div1-

sions and systems were made by roen, a~d 
carry the mark of fallible on th~m i and m 
those whom he differs from, and till he opened 
bis eyes bad a general prejudice against, be 
meets witb more to be said for a great many 
things tha~ before h~ was aware of, or coul~ 
bave imagmed. Which o_f these ~? now is 
most likely to judge right m our reli~1ous con
troversies and to be most stored w1th truth, 
the mark all pretend to airo at? All these 
men that I have instanced in, thus ~nequally 
fumished with truth and advanced m know
ledge, I suppose, of equal natural 1;>8rts i all tbe 
odds between them has been tbe differen! scope 
that has been given to their unde~tandings_ to 
range in, for the gathering up ?f ~ormatton 
and fumishing their heads w1th ideas and 
notions and observations, whereon to. employ 
their mind and form their understandi~gs. 

It will possibly be objected, "who is suf
ficient for ali this ?" I answer, more th3.!1 
can be imagined. Every one knows. wbat h1s 
proper business is and what, accordmg to the 
character he mak;s of himself, the world may 
justly expect of him i and to answer that, ~e 
will find he will have time. and opportun1ty 
enough to fumish himself, if he w1ll n?~ de
prive himself by a narrowness of spmt of 
those helps that are at band. I do not say, 
to be a good geographer, that a man should 
vi~it everv mountain, river, promonto!)', and 
creek upÓn the face of tbe eartb, v1ew tbe 
huildings and survey the land everywhere, as 
if he were going to make a purchase¡ but yet 
cvcry one must allow tbat he shal! ~ow ~ 
country bettcr that makes often salhes mt~ it 
and tr-averses up and down, than be that like 
a mill~horse gocs still round in the same track, 
or keeps within the narrow bounds of a field 

its capacity, and to disti~guisb the two m~t 
different things I know m the world, ª logi-
cal chicaner from a man of _rea5?n. _Only, he 
that would thus give the mmd its flight, and 
send abroad bis inquiries in_to ~ll parts after 
truth must be sure to settle ID h1s bead deter
mined ideas of all that he e~ploys ~is thoughts 
about, and never fail to 1udge b1m~lf, and 
judge unbiassedly, of all t~~t be rece~ves from 
others eitber in their wntmgs or d1scourses. 
Rever~nce or prejudice must not be suffere~ 
to give beauty or deformity to aoy of the1r 
opinions. . bo 

4. Of Praclice and Halnts. - \Ve are m 
wilh faculties and powers capable almost of 
anything, such at least a~ would car_ry_ us further 
than can easily be imagmed: bu~ it is only_t~e 
exercise of those powers whicb g1ves us ab1hty 
and skill in anything, and leads us towards 
perfection. 

A middle-aged ploughman will scarce ever 
be brought to the carriage and language of a 
gentleman though bis body be as well-pr~
portioned ' and bis joints as supple, and h1s 
natural p~rts not any way inferior. The legs 
of a dancing-master and the fingers . of a 
musician fall as it were naturally, w~thout 
tbougbt or pains, into regular a~d admirable 
motions. Bid them change the1r parts, a_nd 
they will in vain endeavour to ?roducc hke 
motions in the members not ~sed to them, 
and it will require length oí ttme and l~ng 
practice to attain but sorne degrees _of_ a hke 
ability. What incredible and astomshmg ac
tions do we find rope-dancers and tumble!8 
bring their bodies to! Not but that sundry m 
almost ali manual arts are as wonderful ¡ but 
I name those which the world takes not1ce of 
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for such, because on that very account they 
give money to see them. Ali these admired 
motions, beyond the reach and almost con
ception of unpractised spectators, are nothing 
but tbe mere eficcts of use and industry in 
men whose bodies have nothing peculiar in 
them from those of tbe amazed lookers-on. 

As it is in the body, so it is in the mind: 
practice makes it what it is; and most even 
of those excellencies which are looked on 
as natural endowments, will be found, wben 
examined into more narrowly, to be the prod
uct of exercise, and to be raised to that pitch 
only by repeated actions. Sorne men are re
marked for pleasantness in raillery ¡ others for 
apologues and apposile diverting stories. This 
is apt to be taken for the effect of pure nature, 
and that the rather because it is not got by 
rules, and those who excel in either of them 
never purposely set themselves to the study of 
it as an art to be learnt. But yet it is true, 
that at lirst sorne lucky hit, which took with 
somebody and gained him commendation, en
couraged bim to try again, inclined bis thoughts 
and endeavours that way, till at last he in
sensibly got a facility in it, without perceiving 
how ¡ and that is attributed wholly to nature 
which was much more the effect of use and 
practice. I do not deny that natural dis
position may often give the first rise to it, but 
that never carries a man far without use and 
exercise, and it is practice alone that brings 
the powers of the mind, as well as those of the 
body, to their perfection. Many a good poetic 
vein is buried under a trade, and never pro
duces anything for want of improvement. \Ve 
see the ways of discourse and reasoning are 
very different, even conceming the same 
matter, at court and in the university. And 
he that will go but from Westminster-hall to 
the Exchange will find a different genius and 
tum in their ways of talking; and yet one 
cannot think that ali whose lot fell in the city 
were bom with difierent parts from those who 
were bred at the university or inns of court. 

To what purpose all this but lo show that 
the difference so observable in men's under
standings and parts docs not arise so much 
from their natural faculties as acquired habits. 
He would be Jaughed al that should go about 
to make a fine dancer out of a country hedger 
at past fifty. And he will not have much 
better success who shall endeavour al that 
age to make a man reason well, or speak 
handsomely, who has never been used to it, 
though you should lay before bim a collection 

of ali the best precepts of logic or oratory. 
Nobody is made anything by hearing of rules 
or laying them up in bis memory¡ practice 
must settle the habit of doing without reflect
ing on the rule¡ and you mayas well hope to 
make a good painter or musician extempore, 
by a lecture and instruction in the arts of 
music and painting, as a coherent thinker or a 
strict reasoner by a set of rules showing him 
wherein right reasoning consists. 

This being so that defects and weakness in 
men's understanding, as well as other facul
ties, come from want of a right use of their 
own minds, I am apt to think the fault is 
generally mislaid upon nature, and there is 
often a complaint of want of parts when the 
fault lies in want of a due improvement of 
them. We see men frequently dexterous and 
sharp enough in making a bargain who, if you 
reason with them about matters of religion, 
appear perfectly stupid. 

5. Irkas. - I will not here, in what relates 
to the right conduct and improvement of the 
understanding, repeat again the getting clear 
and determined ideas, and the employing our 
thoughts rather about them than about sounds 
put for them, nor of settling the signification 
of words which we use with ourselves in the 
search of truth, or with others in discoursing 
about it. Those bindrances of our under
standings in the pursuit of knowledge I have 
sufliciently enlarged upon in another place, 
so that nothing more needs here to be said of 
those matters. 

6. Principies. - There is another fault that 
stops or misleads men in their knowledge 
which I have also spoken something of, but 
yet is necessary to mention here again, that 
we may examine it to the bottom and see the 
root it springs from, and that is, a custom of 
taking up with principies that are not self
evident, and very often not so much as true. 
It is not unusual to see men rest their opinions 
upon foundations that have no more certainty 
and solidity than the propositions built on 
them and embraced for their sake. Such 
foundations are these and the like, viz., the 
founders or leaders of my party are good men, 
and therefore their tenets are true; it is the 
opinion of a sect that is erroneous, thi:refore 
it is false¡ it hath been long received in the 
world, therefore it is true¡ or, it is new, and 
therefore false. 

These, and many the like, whicb are by no 
means the measures of truth and falsehood, 
the generality of men make the standards by 
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which they accustom their understanding to 
judge. And thus, they falling into a habit of 
determining of truth and falsehood by such 
wrong measures, it is no wonder they should 
embrace error for certainty, and be very posi
tive in things they have no ground for. 

There is not any who pretends to tbe least 
reason, but whcn any of these his false maxims 
are brought to the test, must acknowledge 
them to be fallible, and such as he will not 
allow in those that differ from him; and yet 
aftcr he is convinced of this you shall see him 
go on in thc use of them, and the very next 
occasion that offers argue again upon the same 
grounds. Would one not be ready to think 
that men are willing to impose upon them
selves, and mislcad their own understandings, 
who conduct them by such wrong measures, 
cvcn after they see tbey cannot be relied on ? 
But yet they will not appear so blamable as 
may be thought at first sight; for I think 
there are a great many that argue thus in 
camest, and do it not to impose on themselves 
or others. They are persuaded of wbat they 
say, and think there is wcight in it, though in 
a like case they have becn convinced there is 
none; but men would be intolerable to them
selves and contemptible to others if they should 
embrace opinions without any ground, and 
hold what they could givc no manncr of reason 
for. True or false, solid or sandy, the mind 
must have sorne foundation to rest itself upon, 
and, as I have remarkcd in another place, it 
no sooner entertains any propo~ition but it 
prcsently hastens to sorne hypothesis to bot
tom it on; till then it is unquiet and unsettled. 
So much do our own very tempers dispose us 
to a right use of our understandings if we 
would follow, as we should, the inclinations of 
our nature. 

In sorne matters of concernment, especially 
those of rcligion, mcn are not permitted to he 
always wavering and uncertain, they must em
brace and profcss sorne tencts or other; and 
it would be a shame, nay a contradiction too 
heavy for any one's mind to lie conslanlly 
under, for him to pretend seriously lo be per
suaded of the lrnlh of any rcligion, and yet not 
to be able to give any reason of his belief, or 
to say anything for bis prcference of this to 
any other opinion: and therefore they must 
make U5e of sorne principies or other, and those 
can be no other than such as tbcy have and 
can manage; and to say they are not in ear
nest persuaded by them, and do not rest upon 
those they make use of, is contrary to experi-

ence, and to allege that they are not misled, 
when we complain tbey are ..... 
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Aug. 22d., 166r. To the Privy-Seale, and 
sealed: 1 so home at noon, and there took my 
wife by coach to my uncle Fenncr's, where 
tbere was both at his house and the Sessions 
great <leal of company, but poor enlertain
ment, which I wonder at; and the house so 
hot, that my uncle Wight, my father, and I 
were fain to go out, and stay at an alehouse 
awhile to cool ourselves. Then back again 
and to church - my father's family being ali 
in mouming, doing him I the greatest honour, 
the world believing that he did give us it: so 
to church, and staid out the sermon. 

23d. To \V. Joyce's, where my wife was, 
and I took her to the Opera, and showed her 
the "Witts," 1 which I had seen already twice, 
and was most highly pleased with it. 

24th. Called to Sir W. Batten's, to see the 
strange creature that Captain Holmes hath 
brought with him from Guiny; it is a great 
baboon, but so much like a man in most 
things, that, though they say tbere is a species 
of them, yet I cannot believe but that it is a 
monster got of a man and she-baboon. I do 
believe that it already understands much 
English, and I am of tbe mind that it might 
be taught to speak or make signs. To tbe 
Opera, and there saw "Hamlet, Prince oí 
Denmarke," done with sccnes • very well, but 
above ali, Bctterton did the Prince's part be
yond imaginatioo. 

25th. (Lord's day.) Home; found my 
Lady Batten and her daughter to Jook some
thing askcw upoo my wife, because my wife 
do not buckle to thcm, and is not solicitous 
for tbeir acquaintance. 

27th. Casting up my father's accounts, and 
upon the whole I find that ali he hath in money 
of bis own due to him in the world is 45l., 
and he owcs about the same sum: so that I 
cannot but think in what a condition he had 
Jcft my mother, if be should have died before 

1 Pepys was deputy for his kinsman and patron, 
thc Earl oí Sandwich, Keepcr oí thc Grcat Wardrobe 
nnd Clerk oí thc Privy Seal. 'Pepys's Unclc 
Robert, who bad dicd early in July. 1 a play by 
Davenant • Tbc use oí modern painted sccncs 
had only rccently bcen introduccd on the English 
stage. 
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my uncle Robert. To the Theatre, and saw 
the "Anti podes," 1 wherein there is much 
mirth, but no great matter else. I found a 
letter from my Lord Sandwich, who is now 
very well again of his feaver, but not yet gone 
from Alicante, where be lay sick, and was 
twice tbere bled. This letter dated the 22nd. 
July last, wbich puts me out of doubt of his 
being ill. · 

27th. This moming to the Wardrobe, and 
tbere took leave of my Lord Hinchingbroke 
and his brother, and saw them go out by 
coach toward Rye in tbeir way to Fraoce, 
whom God bless. Theo I was called up to 
my Lady's 2 bedside, where we talked ao hour 
about Mr. Edward Mootagu's disposing of the 
5oool. for my Lord's preparation for Portugal, 
and our fears that be will not do it to my 
Lord's honour, and less to bis profit, whicb I 
am to inquire a little after. My wife and I to 
tbe tbeatre, and there saw "The Jovial Crew," 
where tbe K.ing, Duke, and Duchess, and 
~fadame Palmer, were; and my wife, to her 
great cooteot, had a fu]] sight of tbem ali tbe 
wbile. The play full of mirtb. 

28th. This day, I counterfeited a Jetter to 
Sir W. Peo, as from the thief that stole his 
taokard lately, only to abuse and Jaugh at 
bim. 

29th. My aunt Bell carne to dine witb me, 
and we were very merry. Mr. Evaos, the 
taylor, whose daughter we have bad a mind 
to get a wife for Toro, told us that he hath not 
to except against us or our motioo, but that 
the estate that God hatb blcssed him with is 
too great to give, where there is nothing in 
present possession but a trade and bouse; and 
so we friendly ended. 

30th. My wife and I to Drury Lane to the 
French comedy, which was so ill done, and 
the scenes and company and everything else 
so nasty and out of order and poor, that I was 
sick ali the while in my mind to be tbere. 
Ilere my wife met with a son of my Lord 
Somerset, whom she knew in France, a pretty 
gentleman, but I showed him no great coun
tenance, to avoid further acquaintance. That 
done, there being notbing pleasant but the 
foolery of the farce, we went home. 

31st. To Bartholomew fair,ª and thcre met 
with my Ladies Jemimah and Paulina, with 
Mr. Pickering and Mademoiselle, at seeing 

1 a comedy by Brome 'the Countl'SS oí Sand-
wich • a íamous fair, beld in Smithficld, London, 
from 1133 to r853 

tbe monkeys dance, which was much to see, 
when they could be brought to do so, but it 
troubled me to sit among such nasty company. 
After that, with them ioto Christ's Hospital, 
and there Mr. Pickeriog brougbt them sorne 
fairings, and I did give every one of them a 
bauble, wbich was the littlc globes of glass 
with thiogs hanging in them, which pleased 
the Jadies very well. After that, home with 
them in thcir coach, and there was called up 
to my Lady, and sbe would have me stay to 
talk witb her, which I did I tbink a full 
hour. . . . • 

Thus ends the montb. My mayde Jane 
newly gone, and Pall I left now to do all tbe 
work till anotber mayde comes, wbich shall not 
be lill she goes away ioto the couotry witb my 
mother. No money comes in, so that I have 
been forced to borrow a great deal for my own 
expenses, aod to fumish my father, to leave 
things in order. I have sorne trouble about 
my brother Tom, who is now left to keep my 
father's tradc, in which I have great fears that 
he will miscarry for want of brains and care. 
At Court things are in very ill condition, there 
being so much emulacion, poverty, and the 
vices of drinking, swearing, and loose amours, 
that I know oot what will be the end of it, 
but confusion. And tbe Clergy so bigb, that 
ali people tbat I meet witb do protest against 
their practice. In short, I see no content or 
satisfaction any whcre, in any one sort of 
people. Tbe Benevolence I proves so little, 
and an occasion of so much discontent every
where, that it had better it bad never been set 
up. I think to subscribe 2ol. We are at our 
Office quiet, only for lack of money ali things 
go to rack. Our very bilis offered to be sold 
upon the Exchange at 10 per cent. loss. We 
are upon getting Sir R. Ford's bouse added to 
our office; but I see so many difficulties will 
follow in pleasing of one another in the divid
ing of it, and in bccoming bound personally 
to pay the rent of 2ool. per annum, that Ido 
believe it will yet scarce come to pass. The 
season very sickly everywhere of strange and 
fatal fevers. 

Septembcr 1st. (Lord's day.) Last night 
being very rainy, (the water) broke into my 
housc, · thc gutter bcing stopped, and spoiled 
ali my ceilings nlmost. At church in the mom
ing. After dinner we were very merry with 
Sir W. Pen about the loss of his tankard, 

1 Pcpys's si5ter Paulina 'a voluntary contri· 
l,ution oí the people to the K.ing 
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though all be but a cheate, and he do not yet 
understand it; but the tankard was stole by 
Sir W. Batten, and the Ietter, as from the 
thief, wrote by me, which makes very good. 
sport. Captain Ho!Ines and I by coach to 
\\'hite Hall; in our way, I found him by dis
course to be a great friend of my Lord's, and 
he told me there was a many did seek to re
move him; but they were old seamen, such as 
Sir J. Minnes, but he would name no more, 
though he do believe Sir W. Batten is one of 
them that do envy him, but he says he knows 
that the King do so !ove him, and the Duke 
of York too, that there is no fear of him. He 
seems to be very well acquainted with the 
King's mind, and with all the severa! factions 
at Court, and spoke all with so much frank
ness, that I do take him to be my Lord's 
good. friend, and one able to do him great 
service, being a cunning fellow, and one, by 
bis own confession to me, that can put on two 
severa! faces, and look bis enemies in the face 
with as much !ove as bis friends. But, good. 
God I what an age is this, and what a world 
is this I that a man cannot live without play· 
ing tbe knave and dissimulation. 

2d. Mr. Pickering and I to Westminster 
Hall again, and there walked an houre or two 
talking, and, though he be a fool, yet he keeps 
much company, and will tell ali he sees or 
hears, and so a man may understand what tbe 
common talk of the town is. And I find that 
there are endeavours to get my Lord out oí 
play at sea, which I believe Mr. Coventry and 
the Duke do think will make them more abso
lute; but I hope for all this, they will not be 
able to do it. My wife tells me that she met 
at Change with my young ladies oí the Ward
robe, and there helped them to huy things, 
and also with Mr. Somerset, who did give her 
a bracelet oí rings, which did a little trouble 
me, though I know there is no hurt yet in it, 
but only for fear oí further acquaintance. 

3d. Dined at home, and then with my 
wife to the Wardrobe, where my Lady's child 
was christened, my Lord Crewe and bis lady, 
and my Lady Montagu, my Lord's mother-in
law, were tbe witnesses, and named Catherine, 
the Queen elect's name¡ but to my and ali 
our trouble, tbe Parson oí the parish christened 
her, and did not sign tbe child with the sign 
oí the cross. Aíter that was done, we had a 
very fine banq uet. 

4th. My wiíe come to me to Wbitehall, 
and we went and walked a good while in St. 
James'a Parke to aee the brave alterations. 

5th. Put my mother and Pall into the 
wagon, and saw them going presently - Pal! 
crying exceedingly. To my uncle Fenner's to 
dinner in the way meeting a French footman 
with í~athers, who was in quest of my wife, 
and spoke with her privately, but I could not 
tell what it was, only my wife promised to go 
to sorne place to-morrow moming, which do 
trouble my mind how to know whither it was. 
My wife and I to the fair, and I showed her 
the Italians dancing the ropes, and the women 
that do strange tumbling tricks. 

6th. I went to the Theatre, and saw 
"Elder Brother" acted¡ meeting here with Sir 
J. Aakew, Sir Theophilus Jones, and another 
knight, with Sir W. Pen, we to the Ship taveme, 
and there staid, and were merry till late at 
night. 

7th. Having appointed the young ladies at 
the Wardrobe to go with them to the play to
day, my wife and I took them to the Theatre, 
where we seated ourselves close by the K.ing, 
and Duke of York, and Madame Palmer, 
which was great content; and, indeed, I can 
never enough admire her beauty. And here 
was "Bartbolomew Fayre," 1 with the puppet
showe, acted to-day, which had not been these 
forty years, it being so satyrical against Puri
tanism, they durst not till now, which is 
strange they should already dare to do it, and 
the King to countenance it, but I do never a 
whit like it the better for the puppets, but 
rather the worse. Thence home with the 
ladies, it being by reason oí our staying a 
great while for the King's coming, and the 
length oí the play, near nine o'clock before it 
was done. 

8th. {Lord's day.) To church, and com
ing home again, found our new mayd Doll 
asleep, that she could not hear to !et us in, 
so that we were fain to send a hoy in at a 
window to open the door to us. Begun to 
look over my accounts, and, upon the whole, 
I do find myself, by what I can yet see, worth 
near 6ool, for which God be blessed. 

9th. To Salisbury Court play-house, where 
was acted the first time, "'Tis pity she's a 
W-e,"' a simple play, and ill acted, only it 
was my fortune to sit by a most pretty and 
most ingenious lady, which pleased me much. 
To the Dolphin, to drink the 30s. that we got 
the other day of Sir W. Pen about bis tankard 
Here was Sir R. Slingsby, Ho!Ines, Captain 

1 a comedy by Ben Jonson 
John Ford 

1 a tragedy by 
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Allen, Mr. Tumer, his wife and daughter my 
Lady Batten, and Mrs. Martha, &c., and an 
excellent company of fiddlers· so we excced
ing merry till late; and then ~e begun to tell 
Sir W. Pen the business, but he had becn 
drinking to-day, and so is almost gone, that 
we could not make him understand it, which 
caused us more sport. 

nth. To Dr. Williams, who did carry me 
into his garden, where he hath abundance of 
grapes: and he did show me how a dog that 
he hath do kill ali the cats that come thither 
to kili his pigeons, and do afterwards bury 
them; and do it with so much care that they 
sh_all be quite cove11;d; that if the tip oí the 
tatl hangs out, he w1ll take up the cat again 
and dig the hole deeper, which is very strange '. 
and he tells me, that he do believe he bath 
killed above 100 cats. Home to my house to 
dinner, where I found my wife's brother Balty 
as fine as hands could make him, and his 
servant, a Frenchman, to wait on him, and 
come to have my wife visit a young lady 
which he is a servant I to, and have hope to 
trepan, and get for his wife. I did give way 
for my wife to go with him. Walking through 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, observed at the Opera 
a new play, "Twelfth Night," was acted there 
and tbe King there: so I, against my ow~ 
mind and resolution, could not forbear to go 
in, whicb did make the play seem a burthen 
to me¡ and I took no pleasure at all in it: 
and so, after it was done, went home with my 
mind troubled for my going thither, after my 
swearing to my wife that I would never go to 
a play without her. My wife was with her 
brother to see bis mistress to-day, and says 
she is young, ricb, and handsome, but not 
likely for him to get. 

12th. To my Lady's to dinner at tbe Ward
robe ¡ and in my way u pon the Thames I saw 
the King's new pleasure-boat that is coi:ie now 
for the King to take pleasure in above bridge, 
and also two Gundaloes,' that are Iately 
brought, wbich are very rich and fine. Called 
at Sir W. Batten's, and there hear that Sir 
\V. Pen do take our jest of tbe tankard very 
ill, which I am sorry for. 

13th. I was sent for by my uncle Fenner 
to come and advise about the burial of my 
aunt, the butcher, who died yesterday. Thcnce 
to the Wardrobc, where I found my wife, and 
thcnce she and I to the water to spend the 

1 suitor I Two gondolas, presented to thc King 
bv the Duke of Venice. 

aftemoon in pleasure, and so we went to old 
George's, and there eat as much as we would 
of a hot shoulder of mutton, and so to boat 
again and home. 

14th. Before we had dined comes Sir R. 
Slingsby, and his lady, and a great <leal of 
company, to take my wife and I out by barge 
to show tbem the King's and Duke's yachts'. 
,ye had great pleasure, seeing ali four yachts, 
VIZ., these two, and the two Dutch oncs. 

15th. (Lord's day.) To my aunt Kite's in 
th~ mo~ing, to bel~ my uncle Fenner to put 
thmgs m order agamst anon for the burial. 
After sermon, with my wife to the burial ot 
my aunt Kite, where, besides us and my uncle 
Fenner's family, there was none of any quality, 
but poor and rascally people. So we went to 
church with the corps, and there had service 
read at the grave, and back again with Pegg 
K.ite, who will be, I doubt, a troublesome car
rion to us executors, but if she will not be 
ruled, I shall fling up my executorship. 

16th. Word is brought me from my brotber's 
that there is a fellow come from mv father out 
of the country, on purpose to speák witb me 
and he made a story bow he had lost his letter' 
but he was sure it was for me to come into th~ 
country, wbich I believed, but I afterwards 
found that it was a rogue that <lid use to play 
such tricks to get money of people, but he got 
none of me. Letters from my fathcr inforrning 
me of the Court, 1 and that I must come down 
and meet him at Impington, wbich I prcsently 
resolved to do. 

17tb. Got up, telling my wife of my journcy 
and she got me to hire her a horsc to go along 
witb me. So I went to my Lady's, and of 
Mr. Townsend <lid borrow a very fine side
saddle for my wife, and so, after all things were 
ready, sbe and I took coach to the end of the 
towne towards Kingsland, and there got upon 
my horse, and she upon her pretty mare that 
I hired for her, and she rides very well. By 
the mare at one time falling, she got a fall, but 
no harrn; so we got to \Vare, and there supped, 
and went to bcd. 

18th. U p early, and bcgun our march: the 
way about Puckridge very bad, and my wife 
in the very last dirty place of ali, got a fall: 
but no hurt, though sorne dirt. At last, she 
begun, poor wretch, to be tired, and I to be 
angry at it, but I was to blame; for she is a very 
good companion as long as she is well. In 

1 The manorial court under which Pepys held somc 
oí his copyhold eiitatcs. 
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the aftemoon we got to Cambridge, where I 
lcft my wife at my cozen Angier's, while I went 
to Christ's College and there found my brother 
in bis chamber, a;d talked with ~im, a~d so to 
the barber's and then to my w1fe agam, and 
remounted for Impin~on, wh~re my uncle 
received me and my w1fe very kmdly. 

i~h. Up early, and my father and I alone 
talked about our business, and then we all 
horsed away to Cambridge, where my fat~er 
and I, having left my wife at t~e Beare, w1th 
my brother, went to Mr. Scdgew1c~e, th~ stew
ard of Gravely, and there talked w1_th h1m, but 
could gel little hopes from .'.'-n~hmg_ that he 
would tell us i but at last I did gwe h1m a fee, 
and then he was free to tell me what I asked, 
which was something, though not mu~ com
fort. From thencc to our horses, an?, w1th my 
wife went and rode through Sturbndge fayre, 
but 'the fayre was almost done. Set out_ for 
Brampton, where we come in Vel)'. good time. 

20th. Will Stankes and I set out m the mom
ing betimes for Gravely, where to an alehouse 
and drank and then, going to the Court House, 
met my u~cle Tbomas and his son Thomas, 
with Bradly, the rogue that had betraycd_ us, 
and one Young, a cunning fellow, who gwdes 
them. I said little, till by and by that 'Ye come 
to the Court which was a simple meeting of a 
company of ~ountry rogues, with the Steward, 
and two Fellows of Jesus Colleg~, that are 
lords of the towne¡ and I producmg nos~
render though I told them I was sure there is 
and m'ust be one somewhere, they. found my 
uncle Thomas heire at law, 9:5 he !Si ª?d so 
my uncle was admitted and h1s son also m re-
. . The father paid a year and a half for \CfSIOD. • [( 8l 

his fine, and the son half a year, m ~ , 4 ·• 
hesidcs about 3'. fees ¡ so that I do ~heve the 
chargcs of his joumeys, and what he g!ves those 
two rogues and other expenses herem, ~nnot 
be less tha~ 7ol., which will be a sad thmg for 
him, if a surrcnder be foun?. _Af,ter all was 
done, I openly wished them JºY !n tt. , 

2rst. After dinner (there commg th1s mom
ing my aunt Hanes and her son from London, 
that is to live with my father), I rode to Hunt
ingdon and so to Ilinchingbrokc, where Mr. 
Bamw~ll showed me the condition of the h?use, 
which is yet very backward, a_n~ I fear w11l be 
vcry dark in the cloyster when 111s done. 

22d. (Lord's day.) To church, where we 
had common pmyer, and a ~lull sermon by onc 
M r. Case, who yet I heard srng very well. 

23<1. \Ve took horse, and got early to Ba!d
wick, where there was a fair, and we pul rn, 

and eat a mouthfu\ of porke, which they made 
us pay 14a. for, which vexed me ~uch. And 
so away to Stevenage, and staid t!ll :1 show~r 
was over and so rode easily to \\ elhng. \\ e 
supped ;ell, and bad two beds in the room, 
and so lay single. 

24th. We rose, and set forth, but found a most 
sad alteration in the roade, by rcaso~ of last 
night's rains, they being now ali d1rty ª?d 
washy though not dcep. So we rode eas1ly 
through and only drinking at Holloway, at 
the sign' of a woman with cakes i? one_ h~d, 
and a pot of ale in the other, v:h1ch d1d g1ve 
good occasion of mirth, resemblmg her t? the 
maid that served us, we gol home vcry timely 
and well and finding there ali well, and letters 
from se~ that speak of my Lord's being well; 
and his Áction, though not considerable o{ any 
side at Algiers. 

25th. Sir W. Pen told me that I need_ n?t 
fear any reflection upon my Lord for the1r tll 
success at Argier, for more could no! ~ done. 
Meeting Sir R. Slingsby in St. Martm s Lane, 
he and I in his coach through the Mewes, 
which is the way that now aU coaches ~re 
forced to go because of a stop at Channg 
Crosse by ~n of digging of a drayne there 
to clea; the streets. To my Lord C~we's, ~nd 
dined with him, where I was used_ w1th ali im
aginable kindness both from h1m and her. 
And I see that he is afraid my Lord's rep~tacon 
will a little sufier in common talk by t_h1s late 
successe¡ but thcre is no bel~ for tt now. 
The Queen of England, as she IS now owned 
and called, I hear, doth keep open court, and 
distinct at Lisbone. To _the T~.~tre, and saw 
"The Merry \Vives of Wmdsor di done. 

26th. With my wife by coa~h ~? _the ~heatre, 
to show her "King and no King, it bemg very 
well done. . d 

27th. At noon, met my w1fe at the War -
robe· and there dined, where we found Cap
tain 'country, my littlc Captai? that I loved, 
who carried me to the Sound, w1th S?me grapes 
and millons 1 from my Lord at L1sbone, the 
first that cver I saw¡ but the grapes are rare 
things. In the aftcmoon ~mes M~. Edward 
Montagu, by appointment th1s mommg, l? ~alk 
with my Lady and me about the provts1~ns 
lit to be bought and sent to my Lord along w1th 
h. And told us that we need not trouble 

im. ·' h K' Id ourselves how to huy thcm, for t e mg wou 
pay for all, and that he would take_ care to gel 
them: which put my Lady and me mto a great 

1 melons 
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<leal of easc of mind. Here we stayed and 
supped too; and, after my wife had put up 
sorne of the grapes in a basket for to be sent to 
the King, we took coach and home, where we 
found a hamper of millons sent to me also. 

28th. Sir W. Pen ar.d his daughter, and I 
and my wife, to the Theatre, and there saw 
"Father's own Son," 1 a very good play, and 
the first time I ever saw it. 

fore him, or to draw ali aíter him, as he pleases. 
For, a plausible, insignificant word, in the mouth 
oí an expert demagoguc, is a dangerous and a 
dreadful weapon. 

You know, when Ciesar's army mutinied, 
and grew troublesome, no argument from 
interest, or reason, could satisfy or appease 
them: but, as soon as he gave them the appel
lation of Quiriks, the tumult was immediately 
hushed¡ and ali were quiet and content, and 
took that t>ne word in good payment for ali. 
Such is the trivial slightness and levity of most 
minds. And indeed, take any passion of the 
soul oí man, while it is predominant, and 
afloat, and, just in the critica) height of it, nick 
it with sorne lucky, or 1mlucky word, and you 
may as certainly overrule into your own pur
pose, as a sp:irk of fire, falling upon gunpowder, 
will infallibly blow it up. 

29th. (Lord's day.) What at dinner and 
supper I drink, I know not how, of my own 
accord, so much wine, that I was even almost 
foxed, and my head ached ali night¡ so home 
and to bed, without prayers, which I never did 
yet, since I come to the house, of a Sunday 
night: I being now so out of order that I durst 
not read prayers, for fear of being perceived by 
my servants in what case I was. 

ROBERT SOUTH (1634-1716) 

FROM A SERMON PREACHED ON MA Y 9, 
1686 

OF THE FATAL IMPOSTURE AND FORCE 
OF WORDS 

The generality of mankind is wholly and 
absolutely govemed by words and names¡ 
wilhout; nay, for the most part, even against 
the knowledge mea have o{ things. The 
multitude, or common rout, like a drove of 
sheep, or an herd of oxen, may be managed 
by any noise, or cry, which their drivers shall 
accustom them to. 

And, he who will set up for a skilful manager 
oí the rabble, so long as lhey liave but tars lo 
hear, needs never inquire, whether they have 
any 1,nderslanding whereby to judge; but with 
two or three popular, empty words, such as 
popery and superslilion, right oj tlu subject, 
liberty oj cimscience, Lord Jesus Clirist well 
tuned and humoured; may whistle them 
backwards and forwards, upwards and down
wards, till he is weary¡ and get up upon their 
backs when he is so. 

As for the mcaning of the word itself, that may 
shiít for itself ¡ and, as for the sense and reason 
oj it, that has little or nothing to do here ¡ only 
lct it sound full and round, and chime right to 
the humour, which is at present agog, Uust 
as a big, long, rattling name is said to com
mand even adoration from a Spaniard,) and, 
no doubt, with this powerful, senseless engine 
the rabble.<Jriver shall be able to carry ali be-

• an old play, by an unknown author 

The truth is, he who shall duly consider 
these matters, will find that there is a certain 
bewitcliery, or fascination in words, which makes 
them operate with a force beyond what we 
can natu.rally give an account of. For, would 
not a man think, ill deeds, and shrewd tums, 
should reach further, and strike decper than 
ill words? And yet man y instances might be 
given, in which mea have much more easily 
pardoned ill things do~, than ill things said 
against them: such a peculiar rancour and 
venom do they leave behind them in men's 
minds, and so much more poisonously and in
curably does the serpent bite with bis longue, 
than with his ktlli. 

Nor are men prevailed upon at this odd, 
unaccountable rate, by bare words, only 
through a dtfect of knowledge¡ but sometimes 
also do they suffer themselves to be carried 
away with these pujfs oj wind, even cimlrary 
to knowledge and experience itself. For other
wise, how could men be brought to surrender 
up their reason, their interest, and their credit 
to flattery? Gross, fulsome, abusive flattery; 
indeed more abusive and reproachful upon a 
true estímate of things and persons, than the 
rudest scofis, and the sharpest invectives. 
Yet so it is, that though mcn know themselves 
utterly void of those qualitics and perfections, 
which the imprudent sycophant

1 
at the sa.mc 

time, both ascribes to them, and in his sleeve 
laughs at them for believing¡ nay, though 
lhcy ktww that the flatterer himself knows the 
falsehood o{ his own flatteries, yct they swallow 
the fallacious morse(, love the impostor, and 
with both arms hug the abuse; and that to such 
a degrce, that no offices of friendship, no real 



174 ROBERT SOUTH 

services shall be able to líe in the balance 
against those luscious falsehoods, which flattery 
shall feed the mind of a fool in pfJ'Wel' with; the 
sweetness of the one infinitely overcomes the 
substance of the other. 

And therefore, you shall seldom see, that such 
an one cares to have men of worth, honesty, 
and veracity about him; for, such persons 
cannot fall down and worship stocks and 
stones, though they are placed never so 
high above them. But their yea is yea, and 
their nay, nay; and, they cannot admire a 
fox for his sincerity, a wolf for his generosity, 
nor an ass for his wit and ingenuity; and 
therefore can never be acceptable to those 
whose whole credit, interest, and advantage 
lies in their not appearing to the world, what 
they are really in themselves. None are, or 
can be welcome to such, but those who speak 
paint and umh ,· for that is the thing they luve ,· 
and, no wonder, since it is the thing they need. 

There is hardly any rank, order, or degree 
of men, but more or less have been captivated, , 
and enslaved by words. It is a weakness, or 
rather a {ate, which attends both high ancWow. 
The statesman, who holds the helm, as well as 
the peasa.nt who holds the plough. So that if 
ever you find an ignoramus in place or power, 
and can have so litlle conscience, and so much 
coofidence, as to tell him to bis face, that he 
has a wit and understanding above all the world 
beside; and thaJ what his own reason cannot 
suggest to him, neither can ti~ united reas1ms 
of all mankind put logether; I dare undertake, 
that, as fulsome a dose as you give him, he 
shall readily take it down, and admit the com
mendation, though he cannot believe the thing: 
Blanditiae etiam cum excluduntur placent; 1 

says Seneca. Tell him, that no history or 
antiquity can match his policies and bis con
duct; and presently the sot (because he ltnows 
neither history, nor antiquity) shall begin to 
meas11re himself by himself, (which is tbe only 
sure way for him not to fall short); and so imme
cliately amongst his outward admirers, and his 
inward <kspisers, vouched also by a teste me
ipso, he steps forth an exact politician; and, 
by a wonderful, and new way of arguing, 
proves himself no fool, because, forsooth, the 
sycophant, who tells him so, is an egregious 
knave. 

But to give you a yet gros.ser instance of the 
force of wotds, and of the extreme variety of 
man's nature in being influenced by them, 

1 Flattery pleases even when rejcctcd. 

hardly shall you meet with any person, man or 
woman, so aged, or ill-favoured, but if you will 
venture to commend them íor their comeliness; 
nay, and for their youth too; though lime out 
o/ mind is wrote upon every line of their face; 
yet they shall take it very well at your hands, 
and begin to think with themselves, that cer
tainly they have sorne perfections, which the 
generality of the world are not so happy as 
to be aware of. 

But now, are not these (think we) strange 
self-delusions, and yet attested by common 
experience, almost every day? But whence, 
in the meantime, can ali this proceed, but from 
that besotting intoxication, which this verbal 
magic (as I may so cal! it) brings upon the 
mind of man? For, can anythiog in nature 
have a more certain, deep, and undeniable 
effect, than folly has upon man's mind, and age 
u pon bis body? And yet we see, that in both 
these, words are able to persuade meo out of 
what they fina and feeJ, to reverse the very 
impressions of sense, and to amuse roen with 
fancies and paradoxes even in spite of nature, 
and experience. But, since it would be end
less to pursue ali the particulars in which this 
humour shows itself; whosoever would have 
one full, lively, and complete view of an empty, 
shallow, self.-Opinioned grandee, surrounded by 
his flalterers, (like a choice dish of meat by 
a company of fellows commending, and devour
i1ig it at the same time), !et him cast his eye 
upon Ahab in the midst of bis false Prophets, 
1 Kings 22. Where we have them ali with one 
voice for giving him a cast oí their court-proph
ecy, and sending him, in a compliment, to 
be knocked on the head at Ramoth Gilead. 
But, says Jehosbaphat, (wbosmelt the parasilt 
through the prophet) in the 7th verse, Is 
there 11ot a Prop/11:t of llie Lord besides, that we 
may inquire o/ liim? Why yes, says Ahab, 
ihere is yet one man by whom we may i,,quire 
of the ÚJrd; but I hale Jiim, for he doth not 
propliesy good concerning me, but evil. Ah! 
that was his crime; the poor man was so good 
a sttbject, and so bad a courlier, as to venture 
to serve, and save bis Prince, whether he would 
orno; for, it seems, to give Ahab such warning, 
as might infallibly have prevented his destruc
tion1 was esteemed by him evil, and to push him 
on neadlong into it, because he was fond of 
it, was accounted good. These were his new 
measures of good and evil. And therefore, 
those who knew how to make their court better, 
(as the word is) tell him a hoJd lie in God's 
name, and therewith sent him packiog to his 
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certain doom; thus calliog evil good at the cost 
of their Prince's crown, and bis life too. But 
what cared they? they knew that it would 
please, and that was enough for them; there 
being always a sort oí roen in the world (whom 
others have an interest to serve by,) ,~ho had 
rat~er a great deal be pleased, than be saje. 
Strike them under the fifth rib; provided at 
the same time you kiss them too, as Joah served 
Abner, and you may both destroy and oblige 
them with the same blow. 

Accordingly in the 30th of Isaiah we find 
some arrived to that pitch of sottishness, and 
so much in love with their own ruin, as to own 

plainly and roundly what they would be at · 
in the 10th verse; Propliesy not unto us say 
they, right things, but propliesy to us s,;,ooth 
things. As if they had said, do but oil the razor 
for us, and let us alone to cut our own throats. 
Such an enchantment is there in words· and so 
fine a thing does it seem to sorne, to ~ ruined 
plausibly, and to be ushered to their destruc
tion with panegyric and acclamation · a shame
ful, though irrefragable argument of tbe absurd 
empire and usurpation of words over things · 
and, ~hat the greatest affairs, and most impo/ 
tant mterests of the world, are carried on by 
things, not as they are, but as they are called. 


