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.A MONK OF PETERBOROUGH 

(fiOW THE RECOltD FOll u37) 

This grere I for, the king Stephne ofer se• 
to Nonnandi, and ther wes • underfangen,' 
forthithat • hi 7 uuenden • that he sculde • 
ben 'º alsuic 11 alse 12 the eom u wes, and for • 
he hadde get his tresor ¡ " ac u he to-deld 11 it 
and scatered sotlice.17 Micel u hadde Henri 
king gadered gold and sylver, and na u god 1• 

ne dide me 21 for his saule 11 tharof. n 
Tha" the king Stephne to Englalande com,1' 

tha • macod 17 he his gadering 11 ret Oxeneford ¡ 
and thar he nam 21 the biscop Roger of Sere
beri " and Alexander biscop of Lineo) and te 11 

Canceler Roger bis neves,n and dide II relle in 
prisun til hi 7 iafen 14 up here • castles. Tha 14 

the suikes • undergreton 17 that he milde man 
was and softe and god II and na •• justise II ne 
dide, tha • diden hi 7 alle wunder." Hi 7 had
den him 40 manred 41 maked 17 and athes 0 

suoren,41 ac u hi nan u treuthe ne heolden." 
Alle he 7 wreron • forsworen and here • treothes 
forloren ¡ • for revric 47 rice •• man bis castles 
makede,'' and agrenes" him heolden,11 and 
fylden 11 the land ful of castles. Hi suencten 11 

suythe 14 the uurecce " men of the land mid " 
castel weorces.17 Tha 2• the castles uuaren" 

1 
ycar I wcnt I sea • was I rtteived e because 

7 they I wttned, thought • should 10 be 11 ju~t 
auch II as 11 unclc u treasurc II but " disper.;ed 
17 foolishly 11 much 11 no • good 21 anyone 112 soul 
11 on account of it II when u carne • thcn 11 made 
• as&embly • sriud 18 Safübury II the ª nephewa 
(i.e. the son and ncphew of Roger of Salisbury) 
11 

put 14 gave II their " traitora " perceived 
11 

justicc, punisbmcnt "strangc things, evils .., to 
him " homagc 42 oatlu 41 swom " kcpt •• wcrc 
"entirdy abandoned 47 every •• powerful •• fortified 
'° a¡¡ainst II held u filled II opprcsscd a. greatly 
N wretcbed "with "works 

1 

maked, tha 1 fylden hi mid deovles and yvele 2 

men. Tha 1 namen • hi tha • men the • hi 
wenden • that ani god 7 hefden, • bathe • be " 
nihtes and be dreies, carlmen II and wim.men, 
and diden 12 heom II in prisun efter " gold and 
sylver, and pined 14 heom untellendlice 11 pining, 17 

forne uureren11 nrevre" nan martyrs swazo pined 
alse 11 hi wreron. Me 11 henged 22 up bi the fet 2• 

and smoked heom mid ful • smoke. Me 
henged bi the thumbes, other • bi the hefed,27 

and hengen 21 bryniges " on her II fet. Me 
dide 11 cnotted strenges II abuton 12 here 11 

hreved 27 and uurythen II to 14 that it grede 11 

to the hremcs. • Hi dyden heom in quarteme 17 

thar II nadres II and snakes and pades •0 wieron 
inne, and drapeo " heom swa." . . . 

I ne can ne I ne mai ª tellen alle the wun
der 41 ne alle the pines" that hi di den wrecce " 
men on •• this land ¡ and that lastede tha .xix. 
wintre 47 wile·" Stephne was king, and revre 41 

it was uuerse II and uuerse. 

FRou: AN OLD ENGLISH HOMILY 
(BEFO RE I 200) 

(U11known Aulltor) 
Jfissus est ltremia.s in pultum d stelit ib; 

ttsq11t ad os, etc. 
(See Jeremiah 38 : 6-13) 

Leofemen, 11 wc vindeth" in Halie Boc" thet 
Jeremie the prophete stod in ane'' ptitte" and 
thet" in the ven ne 17 up to bis muthe; 11 and 

• then I evil I aeiud • thosc • who • wcened, 
thought 7 propcrty • had • both 'º by 11 men II put 
11 them 14 aftcr (i.e. to obtain) "tortured 18 unspeakable 
11 torture u werc 11 never 21 so II as 112 one ( i.e., they 
indlfi11ile) :u hangcd 14 fet't 21 foul • or 17 head 
H hung "cor.<elets (as wdghts) '° tbeir 11 cords 
a about :u twistcd 14 till "went, penetrated 
• brains 17 prison u whcre "adden •0 toads 
" llilled O may 41 evils " tortures "wretched 
.. in 47 yeara "whilc "rver '° worse II btloved 
u find " holy book = the Biblc II a " pit 
• that (emphalic) 17 fcn, mire H mouth 
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tha I he hefede I ther ane • hwlle istonde,4 

tha I bicom • his licome 1 swithe • feble, and 
me • nom " rapes II and caste in to him for 
to draghen 11 hine u ut of thwe ptitte. Ah 

14 

bis Jicome 7 wes se II swithe • feble thet he ne 
mihte noht II itholie 17 the herdnesse ta of tbe 
rape.;. Tha I sende me • clatbes 1• ut of tbes 

10 

kinges buse for to bi-winden 21 tbe rapes, tbet 
bis licome, 7 the n feble we.c;, ne s.:eolde 11 

nobt '' wursien.14 Leofemen,• theos II ilke 
17 

weord ,. the n ic 11 habbe n her i-seid " hab
betb muchele 12 bi-taaiunge,11 and god 

14 

ha II beotb II to beren and mucbele betere to 

wunieth inne I faghe I neddren,1 and beoreth 4 

atter I under heore I tunge; blake tadden,7 
and habbeth alter uppon heore heorte; yeluwe 1 

froggen, and crabben. 
Crabbe is an manere • of fissce 1• in there 

11 

sea. This fis 'º is of swülc II cünde u thet ever 
se 14 he mare II stren · theth him to swimminde 
mid II the watere, se 17 he mare swimmeth 
abac.11 And the alde crabbe seide to thc 
yunge," "Hwi ne swimmest thu forthward in 
there II sea alse II other fisses doth ?" And 
heo st seide, "Leofe 2' moder, swim thu foren n 
me and tech me hu II ic sea! 24 swimmen forth
ward." And heo u bigon to swimmen forth
ward mid the streme, and swam hire 11 ther
ayen.• '!'has 27 faghe neddre I bi-tacneth tbis 
faghe > folc u the n wuneth in thwe weorlde, 

et-halden.17 ••• 
Bi Jeremie the prophete we aghen II to 

understonden ülcne" mon sünfulle 41 tbet lith 
in hevie sünne and thurh sothe 41 scrift 42 his 
sünbendes 41 nüle 44 slak.ien.41 Funiculi amari
tudi,u,s pendencie signijicant. The rapes tbe n 
weren i-cast to bim bi-tacneth 41 tbe herdnesse 
of scrifte 41¡ for nis 47 nan 41 of us se '1 strong 
the 41 befde idon" tbre hefed II sünnen thet 
bis licome nere 11 switbe feble er II be befde 
i-dreghen 14 tbet" scrift tbe II tber-to bi
limpeth.11 Thas kinges bus bi-tacneth Hali 
Chirche. Tha clathes tbet weren i-sende ut of 
thes kinges buse for to binden tbe rapes mid 

17 

bi-tacnet 18 the halie" ureisuns II the 11 me 
12 

singeth in halie chirche and the halle sacra
mens the 11 me 11 sacreth II in 14 a-lesnesse • of 
alla sünfulle. Leofemen, nu ye• habbeth i-herd 
of this ptitte tbe bi-tacninge the ic habbe embe 

17 

i-speken II and the bi-tacninge of the prophete 
and tbet" tbe rapes bi-tacneth, and hwat •• 
tha clath65 bi-tacneth the 41 the rapes weren 
mide11 bi-wunden. 1-hereth 10 nuthe 71 whUlche

71 

thinges wunieth 71 in thisse pütte. Ther 
wunieth fower 74 cünnes 71 wUrmes 1• inne, 17 thet 
for-doth 71 nuthe 71 al theos midelard.1

• Ther 

1 when , had I a 4 5tood • tben • bccamc 7 body 
• very • one, tbey (indrfinile) 10 took II ropes 

11 
draw 

11 bim 14 but II so II not 17 endure 11 bardncss 
11 cloths to the (gm. s.) 11 wind about nwbich 
11 should 14 grow worse, suffer II beloved • tbesc 
11 samc II words II I ao havc 11 said, spoken 
n much II mcaning, significance 14 good II thcy • are 
lf k.cep II ought u each 40 sinful 41 true 41 confes
slon, penan ce ti sin, bonds 44 will not 41 )oo,;en 
41 signify n tberc il not 41 none O that " done 
11 head, chid u were not, would not bccome II ere, 
before 14 endurcd, pcrformed II the "belongs 
11 with "significa "holy '° orison\ prayers II that 
n one, tbey (indlfinile) ti cclcbrate(s) 14 for 

II 
re

lease • ye er aboul II spok.cn 19 what 7t hcar 
11 now 71 what sort of 71 dwcll 1

• four 71 k.inds 
" reptiles n in (lo b, tdm wit~ Tbcr) 7t dcstroy 
rt world 

[etc.] 

RICHARD POORE? (o. 1237) 

FllOll THE ANCREN RIWLElll 

SPEECH 

On alre-erest," hwon 12 ye schulen II to oure 1• 
parluresªthürle,• iwiteth II et II ower14 meiden n 
hwo hit 4º beo 41 thet is icumen, 0 vor .. s~ch •• 
hit mei 41 beon 41 thet ye scbulen 47 aschumen 

41 

ou; •• and hwon ye alles II moten II vortb,u 
creoiseth u ful yeome 14 our 14 muth," earen, 
and eien,11 and te 17 breoste eke; and goth 

19 

forth mid Godes drede to preoste." On erest '° 
siggeth 1' co11fiteor," and ther-efter benediciú.

11 

Thet" he ouh II to siggen," hercneth bis 
wordes, and sitteth al stille, thet,17 hwon n he 
parteth vrom ou,11 thet he ne cunne" ower 
god 1• ne ower Uvel 71 nouther; ne he ne cunne 
ou nouther n blamen ne preisen. Sum 11 is so 

1 in (to be take11 u:ü~ Ther) 1 spotted 
I 

adders 
' bear • poi,on • thcir 7 toads • ycllow • k.ind 
10 fish II the 11 such II nature 14 as II more 
1t with 17 so II aback II young II she II dcar 
12 before u how 14 shall II her (rrfttxivt) • against 
it 21 these • folk n that ao The N uns' Rule 
11 first of &11 12 whcn II shall (go] 14 your 
"parlor's • window 17 know, lcam 

II 
from 

" maid u it 41 is O come ti for 44 such "may 
te be 47 shall, ought to u shun, avoid u you (rt
jlr:civt, "°' u, be lran.<laJtá) 10 by ali mcans or 
necessarily 11 must [go J u forth, i.e. out of your 
dwclling II crw, i.t. bl- with thc sign of the cross 
N zealously " mouth II eyes 17 the, i.e. your 

II 
go 

(/mprr.) u thc pri~t '° fint tt say (1111¡,eraJivt, 
as are some o/ th, olhtr verbs in -cth) u the formula 
of confession II a canticlc or hymn: "Bicis ye tbe 
Lord I" 14 what ti ought • say ., that, in order 
that • you • know To good 11 evil n neithcr 

71 
ooe 
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wel ilered I other, se I wis-iworded thet heo' 
wolde I thet he I wüste 7 hit· 1 the '• sit 1• and 
spe~e~~ touward him, and 'yelt II him word 
ayem word, and bicumeth meister 11 the 
~hulde beon ancre; and leareth 14 him 'thet is 
1cumen 11 to leren II hire: 17 wolde II bi hire 
!ale son«;," beon mit n te wise icüd II and 
1cnowen. Icnowen heo 4 is wel vor u thu h 
thet ilke 24 thet heo 4 weneth a t~ beon te r_ 
iholden, n he understont,. thet heo is sot. ,, :o~ 
heo hunteth efter pris,10 and keccheth lastunge.11 
~or et a te II laste, hwon 14 he is iwend • a-wei 

Theos • ancre," he wüle 17 siggen 11 "is of 
muchele 1t speche." Eve heold in; parais" 
longe tale 41 mid ,, te neddre,º and tolde hirc u 
al thet lescun 41 thet God hire hefde 44 ilered • 
and Ada_m of then u epple; and so the veond 41 

thurh h1re word understod an-on-riht 47 hire 
~ocnesse,•• and ivond., wei touward hire of 
h1re vorlorenesse.11 U re II Lefdi 12 Seinte .. ,. . d"d 11 1" . , m.ane, u e a an other w1se: ne tolde heo then 11 

engle " . none tale, auh.. askede him thin 
~eorthche n thet heo 4 ne kuthe." Ye m· g 
leo"" u •· t 1 , me "· sus ren vo eweth" Ure II Le'di d n t II th k ' i , ' an ou e akele u Eve. Vor-thi u ancre 
hwat-se 14 heo beo,• alse • muchel n ase he~ 
ever con •1 and mei, holde hire •• stille: nabbe tt 

heo nout henne 10 künde.11 The hen hwon h 
haveth n ileid, ne con 17 buten .. 'kakelen e~ 
And hwat bi}it 7• heo ther-of? Kurneth n th 
coue11 anon-rihtH and reveth 77 htre' h' . i~ a d f 1• ¡ h 1re e1ren 

n_ ret . a t et of hwat ao heo schulde vorth-
brm~n h1re cwike" briddes; a and riht also a 
the lütherel4 coue deovel III berth 111 • h k k · ' , a-we1 vrom 
\ e ;: elmde 17 ancren and vorswoluweth u al 
t et god u thet heo istreoned tt habbeth II thet 
schulden a.se" briddes beren ea ham " up tou-

. , tau¡iht I or I so 4 sbe • would • i t the 
r,nest. should know a it e who so sits 11. iclds 

17 
~ain.~; íhor II master 14 teacheth 1• come tt ;each 

22 
er s e would u soon ., with 11 rec , 

., ~~~wntt II í~r 24 verx thing ,. thinks, expectsogn:: 
n at u t er;.tands a foolish lt praiSI' 11 blame 
11 1 

t r when "turned II this 11 will 
say • much 40 paradise " tallt ., d 

pent "lesson •• h d O a der, il'r-
once " a taught 41 fiend 47 at 
u Lad u w~alt:esa ., found ao pcrdition II Our 
M L Y did ali, cntirely "angel II but 17 brietl 

-.new .. dcar oo foil II y 
• thcrefore "what ?"' not 

II 
chattcring 

be • 
1 

-so, i.t. whosoever II l:N- may 
Sllbj.) ~ h T ,canT1 oa hersrlf • havc not (ho;lalive 
tai TI tn s nature n hath 71 cacklc n ol>-

ns cometh Tt cho b 11 k n eats II wh. 11 • U¡I. ta rs from 11 111?1!S 

11 
• L_., 1ch hve, h\·mg n young birds 11 • 

WICa.n1 " the devil • be 11 • ~o 
Jows up • good tt ars cackhng II swal-
N lhem produced " ha., • as N bear 

ward heovene, yif hit ne~ , icakeled. The 
wi:ecc~e peoddare , more noise be maketh to 
ye1en hlS sope 4 then , a riche mercer al his 
deorewurthe • ware. To surnme I gostliche • 
monne • thet ye beoth trusti uppen, ase,, ye 
muwen u beon of lüt," god u is thet ye asken 
red 14 and salve, 11 thet he teche ou toyeines 11 

f~ndun_ges,11 and ine schrifte u scbeaweth u 
h1m, y1f h_e wüle iheren/0 ower" greste n and 
ower lodlükeste II sünnen,,. vor-thi-thet bim 
ªfl:OW~ ou i •. and thurh the bireounesse JI crie 
Cn~t mwardliche n merci vor ou and habbe ,. 
ou •.ne münde n and in his bone~. ,o Sed mu/ti 
veniunt ad vos in vestimentis wium,· intrin
secrt.S at1/em s1111t lit pi rapaces. "Auh" witeth., 
ou, and beoth aa iwarre " 14 he seith ure • 
Loverd " · · JI ' ' . , vor mome cumeth to ou ischrud 17 

mid lo'"?besfieose,11 and beoth11 wode'ºwulves." 
Worldhche men ileveth 41 lüt·., religiuse yet 
lesse. Ne wilnie .. ye nout t~ muchel hore •• 
kuthlechunge." Eve withute drede spec • mit 
te n~ddre. Ure • Lefdi '7 was ofdred 41 of 
Gabneles speche. 

* * * * * * * Ure deorewurthe • Lefdi, Seinte Marie thet 
ouh .. " ~ alle wümmen beon vorbisne," w'as of 
so )u~e speche thet n.ouhware II ine Holi Write 
ne mnde u we thetheospec 41 butevor11 sithen ·14 

auh_ u i!ºr" the seldspeche .. hire wordes we~n 
hev1e, and hefden II muche mihte. Hire 
vorme " wordes thet we redeth of weren tho •o 
beo onswerede then" engle Gabriel and theo" 
weren so _mihtie t~et mid tet u thet ~ heo seide 
&ce ancrlla Domrni; fazt milti secundu,n ver~ 
bum tuum, -- et tisse • worde Godes sune 
ªnd soth • God bicom 17 mon; and the Loverd 
thet al the world ne mühte " nout bivon .. bi~ 
tünd~7º hiIT.111 withinnen the meidenes 1, w'ombe 
Mane. Hire othre 71 wordes weren thoa tt heo 
com and grette 74 Elizabeth hire mowe • 11 and 
hwat mihte, wenest-tu, TI was icüd 11 ine' theos., 

1 werc not 2 pcddlcr I cry 4 soap I than , p . 1 , . • rec1ous 
sorne spmtual • man 10 as II may 12 few II good 

14 counSt'I "remtdy "against 1Ttemptations "con( 
sio it h 20 h , es-
24 ~ 5 ,,°'~ tar I your 22 grcatcst II most hateful 
. sms m ordtr that ht may pity you (areowe is 
1111prrsonal) • pily 77 sincercly • have "mind 
mtmory • prayers 11 but n guard II be 1t cautio~ 
uºº': 11 many 17 clothed u fleece "are 40 wild 
:: lxhev~ (Imperalive) u little 41 desirc 44 thcir 

80 
acquamtance 41 spokc 4T Lady 41 afraid n ought 

.. u:imple 11 nowhere u find 11 four 14 times 
bccau.'IC oí "srldom•speaking 17 weighty II h d 

: first . •• when e1 the • thcsc N that et whi~h 
al th1s • true • brcamc • might • . To e ¡ d ,1 h' lí encompas.s 

u ~cose 1m.~c 12 maiden's 71 sccond 74 greeted 
kinswoman T1 tbinkeat thou 77 manifcsted 
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wordes? Hwat,1 thet a child bigon vor ~o 
pleien I toyeines I ham • - thet was ~m 
J ohan - in his modcr wombe ! The thndde 
time thet heo spcc,' thet was et te neoces,• 
and ther thurh hire bonc,1 was water iwend 1 

to wine.' The veorthe time was thoa • heo 
hefde •• imist II hire sune, 11 and eft II bine u 
ivond." And hu muchel wunder voluwede•11 

theos wordes ! Thet God almihti bcih 11 him 11 

to one II monne,11 to one II smithe, and to ane 11 

wümmone 21 and foluwude II ham,4 ase 22 hore,» 
hwüder-so'2• beo 21 ever wolden.21 Nimcth 21 

nu 21 her II yeme," and lcomcth yeome 11 bcr-bi 
bu n seldcene P speche bavetb muche strencthe. 

NUNS MAY Ku;p No Bust BUT A CAT 

Ye mine leove II süstren,11 ne schulen • hab
ben111 no best II bute kat one.st Ancre" thet 
bavetb eihte li thüncheth O bel 41 husewif," ase 
Marthe was then ºancre ¡ '° ne none-weis" ne 
mei heo .. ~on 41 Marie mid grithfulnesse 41 of 
heorte. Vor theonne 41 mot" heo thenchen 11 

of the kues II foddre, and of heordemonne u 
huirc" oluhnen" thene" heiward,11 warien u 
hwo;" me II pünt II hire, and yelden,12 thauh,11 

the hermes.11 Wat • Crist, this is lodlich " 
thing hwon " me '° makclh mone •1 in tune•• 
of ancre" eihte." Thauh,• yif 11 eni mol" 
nede habbcn 11 ku loke 11 thet heo .. none 
monne ne eilie 11 n: ne hennie; 1

• ne thet hire 
thouht ne beo ; nout ther-on ivestned.11 Ancre 
ne ouh11 nout to habbcn11 no thing thet drawe11 

utward hire hcorte. None cheffare 71 ne drive 
ye. Ancre thet is cheapild," heo cheape_th: 
hire soule tbe chepmon 12 of hclle. Ne w1te 
ye nout in oure •• huse " of other monncs 
thinges ne eihte,i1 ne clothcs; ne nout ne 

' chº 1 • th 11 undervo" ye the irr.ne vest1menz, ne ene 

1 behold I play I a¡¡ainst, al the sound oí 
• thcm I spoke • m:miap;e 1 praycr, request I tumed 
• whcn to bad II mis,!'<! 11 son 11 a¡¡ain 14 him 11 íound 
11 followoo 17 bowed, humbkd II bimsclí "a 
:io man 11 woman a as • thcirs u wbithcrso 
» thcy • would 17 take (/mf>traJivt) 11 now II hcre 
10 hced II wrll n how P ra re II dcar " sistcrs 
• shall 11 have u bca.\l II only 41 a nun " property 
a srcms " ralhcr 4• houscwifo •• no-ways 41 she 
'1 Í,e "pcaccíulnesa "1hcn 60 must 11 think 
u cow's u hcrdsmcn's .. hire 11 11attcr II thc 
11 hcyward, bailifI u cur.;c 69 when eo onc 
11 impounds u pay II ncverthcless " damag~ 
" knows " hatcful 17 comptaint II town, íarm 
11 a nun's 10 j( 11 havc 11 !ook n disturb 
" harm n he 11 fa\tencd 11 ougbl 11 may draw 
" bar¡¡ain 'º bar¡¡aincr II sclb 11 lradcsman 
" keep, takc carc oí II your ti ho\1$C • reccive •

1 thc 

caliz, 1 bute-yif2 strencthe I bit !Ilakie,
1
• f~er 

1 

muchel eie; • vor of swUche1 w1tunge 1s 1ku
men' muchel üvcl 10 ofte-sithen.11 

ENGLISH PROCLAMATION OF 
HE~RY III (1258) 

Hcnr' ~ur:3 11 godes fulturne II king on u 
EnglcneÍoande, Lhoauerd on Yrloand', Duk 
on Norm', on Aquitain', and corl on Aniow, 
Send 11 igretinge II to alle hise holdc,'1 ilrerde 11 

and ileawede" on Huntendon'schir'. J,ret 11 

witen 21 3e 22 wel alle, )>rel we willen and vnnen 21 

J,ret i,ret 2• vre 21 rredesmen 21 alle, o),er 1 
),e 

17 

moare 21 drel 21 of heom " J,ret beo)> 11 ichosen 
)>UJ'3 12 \'S and )>ur.3 i,:et n loandes 12 folk on 
vre kuneriche,"habbe)> 11 idon II and schullen 11 

don 11 in ¡,e wor)>nesse II of gode " and on vre 
treow),e 41 for ¡,e freme 41 of ),e loande )>uf3 l>e 
besi 3te ., of J,an 21 to-foreniseide .., redesmen,Z' 
beo stedefrest and ilestinde 41 in alle )>inge 
a" buten" rende.'7 And we hoatcn° alle vre 
treowe,., in n ¡,e treow),e " )>ret heo'° us 03en, '1 

J,ret heo stcdefrestliche healden 12 and sweren 
to healden and to werien u J,o 21 isetnesses u 
J,ret beon II imakede and bcon to makien " 
)>uf3 11 J,an 17 to-foren-iseide II rredcsmon ol>Cr 1 

¡,ur3 J,e moare 21 drel 21 of heom,11 alswo" 
alse 11 hit II is biforen iseid." And J,a!t rehc '° 
ot,er II helpe J,ret for to done 11 bi )>an 21 ilche 11 

0 1.o II a3cnes 11 alle men Ri3t for to done 11 

.... .. • 11 f and to foangcn. 11 And noan ne mme o 
loande ne" of e3le" wher)>ur3 )>is besi3te" 
mu3C 10 beon ilet 71 oi,er iwersed 11 on onie 11 

wise. And 3if 71 oni n oJ,er • onie 71 cumen 
her-on3Cnes 11 we willen and hoaten 11 )>ret alle 
vre trcowe :i heom healden deadliche ifoan.11 

And for i,ret we willen )>ret Hs beo stcdefrest 
and lestinde," we sendcd 11 3ew '° )>is writ 

1 e balice t unless I strength, nccessity 
• makc, cause • or • {car 7 such • guanling 
• come II cvil II o(t-timcs II by II aicl u in 
u ,rnds tt ¡¡rceting 17 fai1hful II lramed 
11 unlearncd ,. that II know 1:11 ye • grant 
11 what » our • counselors 17 thc 21 ¡¡reater 
1t part 10 thcm II are n land's II kingdom II have 
11 done • ~hall n do " honor " God •0 loyaltf 
♦1 bt-ndil o provision "aforcsaid " lasting u cver 
• withoul ♦1 cnd 41 command "loyal M they II owe 
a hold II dcíend "laws II to makc, to be madi 
11 just 11 as Hit '° said M cach " thc othcr ª ~ 
ea oath "towards II rcceive • none 17 takc (sub1. 
co~maná) N nor H property 1º may 71 hinder 
n injurcd 11 any "i( 11 nny one 1• any (¡,l.) 

17 
he 

agninst, i.e. agaim;t this proclamation 71 roes 71 
se 

Hyou 

EPISTLE III 5 

profitabel thynges, or in spekyog of Cristes 
passyon i I and principally m thoght that the 
mynde 2 of Jhesu Criste passe noght fra his 
thoght. For if thou lufe hym trewly thou 
wil I glad the' in hym and noght in' other 
thyng; and thou wil thynk on hym, kastand • 
away al other thoghtes. Bot if thou be 
fals,. and take other than hym, and delyte 
the m ertbly thyng agaynes bis wille wit 1 

thou wele he will forsake the • as ' thou 
hase 1 done hyme, and dampne the for thi 

open, iseined I wi~ vre seel to balden I amanges 
3CW ine hord.' Witnesse vs-seluen • ret 
Lunden' J,ane• E3tetent,e I day on )>e Mon)>e 
of Octobr' In ),e Two and fowerti3t,e1 3eare 
of vre cruninge. • 

RICHARD ROLLE (1290?-1349) 

FiOK EPISTLE lll 

THE COMMANDMENT OF LOVE TO GOD 

Tbe lufe of Jhesu Criste es • ful dere 11 

tresure, ful delytabyl II joy, and ful syker II to 
trayst II man on. F or-thi," he wil not gyf it to 
folys,11 that kan noght hald II it and kepe it 
tenderly ¡ bot 11 til II thaim he gese " it the 
~hilk 10 nowther 11 for wele ne for wa u wil lat 11 

1t ~ fra tham, bot are 24 thai wil dye or 21 

thai wolde wrath Jhesu Criste. And na 21 wyse 
man d~ 17 precyous lycor in a stynkand ves-
5e:ll, bot _m a clene. A1s u Criste dose 21 noght 
h!s lufe m a foule bert in syn and bownden in 
v1le lust of flcsche, bot in a hert that es fa yre 
and clene in vertues. Noght-for-thi n a fowle 
vessel may be made sa clene that ~ ful dere 
th)11g sa~ely II ml!-y be done II tharin. 11 And 
Jhesu Cnste oft•S)thes 81 purges many synfull 
mans sawle u and makes it abyl u thurgb his 
grace to rece>":e the delitabel II swetnes of hys 
luf, and to be h1s wonnyng-stede II in halynes • n 
and ay II thc clennar it waxes the mare u ]oy 
an_d .. solace of hevcn Criste sett~., tbar-in. For
th1, at the fyrsl tyme when a man es• tumed 
to God, he may not fele 41 that swete lycor til 
he ha~e bene wele used in Goddes servys " 
and h1s hert be purged thorow o prayers and 
penance and gode thoghtes in God. For he 
that es slaw u in Goddes servyce may noght be 
bymand " in lufe, bot-if" he do al his m ht 
a~d travcll " nyght and day to fulfill Goa~es 
w1ll. . An? when that blyssed lufe es in a mans 
h~rt, 1t w11l not suffcr hym be ydcJ,H bot ay it 
r~rres hy,~ to do som gode that myght be 
y and o t1l God, as in praying, or in wirkyng 

1 . 'signed • hold I aafe-kceping • oursclves • the 

1t'l!h)ttnth 1 fortieth • crowning I is 10 prccious 
11 ~~¡htí7ul ,1 srcure 11 trust u thcreíore u íools 
a woc ~ ~ut ~1 to II gives to which 11 ntithcr 
" et ,sooner II rre • no 17 puts 2t <o 
":vert~less to saícly 11 put a thercin u oh-limes 
u u1 able • dwelling.placc n holinrss "evcr 
" ;ore. "(eel " servicc ., througb "slow 

u1nmg "unless "labor u idlc "plcasmg 

synne. 
\Vharfore, that t~ou may lufe hym trewly, 

understan? that bis lufe es proved in thre 
thynges; m_ th}11kyng, in spek)11g, in wirk)11g. 
Chaunge th1 thoght fra the worlde and kast it 
haly • on ~ym, and be salJ no~ysche the.1 

Chaunge thi mowth fra unna)te • and warldes 1• 

spech~; and speke of hym, and he sall II com
forth the. Chaunge thi hend II fra the 
warkes u of vanitese, and lyft tham u in his 
name, and wyrke anly II for hys lufe and he 
sall II receyve the. Do thus, and tha~ lufes 11 

thou trewly and gase u in the way of perfitenes. 
Del}te the sa II in hym tbat thi hert receyve 
nowther II worldes joy ne worldes sorow and 
drede no anguys 21 ne noy n that may ~falle 
bodyly on the • or on any of thi frendes · bot 
betake 21 ali in-til Goddes will and thank' hym 
ay of ali hys sandes,24 swa" tbat thou may have 
rest and savowre in hys lufe. For if thi hert 
owther 21 be ledde with worldes drede or worldes 
sol~ce, thou ert 21 full fer 21 fra the swetnes of 
Cnstes lufe. . . . Wasche thi thoght clene 
W)th lufe-teres 21 and brennand 21 yemyng ao 
!hat he fynd na II thyng fowle in tbe, for his 
JºY es that thou be fayre and lufsom II in bis 
eghen." Fayrehede 14 of thi sawle, that he 
covaytes, es tbat thou be chaste and meke 
mylde and sufferand, never irk " to do hi~ 
wille, ay hatand ali wykkednes. In al that 
t~ou d?se,• t~rnk ay to com to the syght of 
h1s fa1rehede, and sett al thine entent 11 

thar-in, that thou may com thar til" at thine 
cnd}11g; for that aght " to be the ende of al 
oure traveyle, that we evcrmare, wbils we lyve 
herc, desyre that syght, in ali oure hert, and 

1 passion, sufiering I memory • wilt • casting 
1 know I thce 1 hast • wholly • vain tt world's 
worldly II shall 11 comfort 11 hands u works 11 thcn: 
11 only 11 lovrst 11 gocst II so ,. neilher 
1

' anguish n annoy, injury II commit 1♦ sendings 
di~pcnsations II eithcr • art 17 (ar u !ove-tea~ 
11 burning "ycarning, dcsire II no a lovablc 
ª eyc-s " íairness " weary • dost II intent 
11 tbcrc10 "ought 
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that we thynk ay lang thar till.1 Als sa, 
íesten I in thi hert the mynd • of his passyon 
and oí his woundes: grete delyte and swetnes 
sal thou íele if thou halde thi thoght in mynde 4 

of tpe fyne I that Cryst sufferd for the. . . . 
I wate na thyng that swa 7 inwardly sal take 
thi ~ert to cova}te Goddes lufe and to desyre 
the ¡oy oí heven and to despyse the vanhces 
of this worldc, as stcdíast thynkyng of the 
myschcvcs and grevous woundes and oí the 
dede I of Jhesu Criste. It wil rayse thi 
thoght aboven erthly lykyng,• and make 
thi hert brennand " in Cristes lufe and 
purches in thi sawle delitabelte II and ~voure 
oí hcven. 

Bot per-auntcr II thou will say: "l may 
noght dcspyse the worlde, I may not íynd it in 
my hert to pyne I my body, and me behoves u 
lufe my fleschly írendes and take ese when it 
comes." If thou be temped" with swilk" 
thoghtcs, I pray the that thou umbethynk 11 

the,11 fra the begynnyng oí this worlde, whare 11 

the worldes lovers er •• now, and whare the 
lovers er oí God. Certes thai war 29 men and 
wymen as we er, and ete and drank and logh; 11 

and the wreches that loíed II this worlde toke 
ese til II thair body and lyved as tham lyst,14 

in likyng of thair wikked will, and led thair 
day_es in_ l~st and delyccs;,. and in a poynt 1

• 

thai íel mtll hell. Now may thou see that thai 
wer 20 foles and fowle glotons, that in a few 
}Cres 27 wasted endles joy that was ordand 21 

for tham if thai walde II have done penancc for 
thair synnes. Thou sese II that al the rychcs 
of this world and delytes vanys *1 away and 
commes til noght. Sothely,n swa dose : i al 
the lofers 14 thar of; for nathyng may stande 
stal•ely on a fals gronde. Thair bodys er gyn 11 

til wormes in erth, and thair sawles til the devels 
oí hcll. Bot ali that forsoke the pompe and 
the vanite oí this lyíe and stode stalworthly M 

agaynes ali temptacions and ended in tbe lufe 
oí God, tbai ar now in joy and hase II the 
crytage II oí heven, thar to won II with owten 
cnd, rcstand O in tbe delyces 41 oí Goddes 
syght. ... 

1 thereto I also 1 !asten 4 memory • torture • know 
1 so • death I lilr.ing, desire •0 burning II ddight 
12 prradventure II bchooves (imptrsonal) 14 tempttd 
11 such 11 ronsider 11 Rejltxi'vt, nol to be tran.1/altd. 
11 where 19 are to werc II laughtd n loved II to 
14 plea~ed (imprrsonaJ) 11 pleasures • momrnt 
r7 ytars II ordained tt would H sccst 11 vani~h 
11 truly II do 14 lovcrs II given • stcadfastly 11 have 
11 beritagc u dwell •0 rcsting 41 joys 

SIR JOHN MANDEVILLE? (D. 1371) 

THE VOIAGE A~D TRAVAILE OF SIR 
JOHN MAUNDEVILE, KT. 

Faoia CHAP. IV 

And írom Ephesim Men gon I tbrogbe many 
!les in the See, unto the C}tee of Paterane 
where Seynt Nicholas was bom, and so t~ 
Martha, where he was choscn to ben 2 Bis
seboppe; and there growethe rigbt gode Wyn 
and strong; and that Men callen W}ll oí 
Martba. And írom thens I gon Men to the 
lle of Crete, that the Emperour yaí 4 somtyme 1 

to Janeweys.• And thanne passen Men thorghe 
the lsles of Colos and oí Lango; of tbe whicbe 
Iles Ypocras was Lord offe. And sorne Men 
seyn, 1 that in the lle of Lango is yit • the 
Dougbtre oí Ypocras, in forme and lykeness 
oí a gret Dragoun, that is a bundred Fadme • 
oí lengtbe, as Men SC}ll: For I bave not seen 
hire. And thei oí the Isles callen hire, Lady 
oí the Lond.11 And sche lyethe in an olde 
castelle, in a Cave, and sehewethe II twyes or 
thryes in the Yeer. And sehe dothe none 
barro to no Man, but-yií 11 Men don hire 
harm. And sebe was thus chaunged and trans· 
formed, from a fair Damysele, in-to lyknesse 
of a Dragoun, be 11 a Goddesse, that was 
clept 14 Dcane. 11 And Meo seyn, that sebe 
schalle so endure in tbat forme of a Dragoun, 
unto the tyme tbat a Knyghte come, that is 
so hardy, that dar come to bire and kiss 
hire on the Moutbe: And then schalle sebe 
turne ayen 1• to hire owne Kynde,11 and ben a 
\\'ornan a yen: But aítre that sehe sehalle not 
liven longe. And it is not long sitbthen,11 tbat 
a Knygbte of the Rodes, that was bardy and 
doughty in Armes, seyde that he wolde kyssen 
hire. And whan he was upon bis Coursere, 
and wente to the Castelle, and entred into the 
Cave, the Dragoun lifte up hire Hed ayenst 11 

him. And whan the Knyghte saw hire in that 
Forme so hidous and so horrible, he fleyghe" 
awcy. And the Dragoun bare " the Knygbte 
upon a Roche,21 mawgre his Hede¡11 and from 
that Roche, sehe caste him in-to the See: and 
so was lost bothe Hors and Man. And also 
a yonge24 Man, that wiste 21 not of the Dragoun, 

1 go I be I thence 4 gave • formcrly, once upon a 
time • thc Genoesc 1 say • yet • fathom •0 land 
11 apptars II unle55 11 by 14 callcd II Diana II again, 
baclr. 11 nature II sincc II against 'º fled II bore 
n rork II des pite his head ( =despitc ali he could do) 
14 young u kncw 
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wen11; out of a Schipp, and wente thorghe the 
~le, td that he come to the Castelle, and caro 
m to the Cave; and wente so longe, til tbat he 
fond a Chambre, and thcre be saughe I a. 
Damystle, that kembed I hire Hede and 
lokede in a Myrour; and sebe badde ~eche 1 

Tresoure abouten hire: and he trowed 4 tbat 
sebe hadde ben a comoun Woman, tbat dwelled 
tbere t? receyve Men to Folye. And he 
abo<!e, t,1lle the Damysele saughe the Schadewe 
of h1m m. the Myrour. And sche tumed hire 
toward h1m, and asked hym, what be wolde. 
And he seyde, be wolde ben hire Limman 1 

or Paramour. And sche asked bim yií • 
that he were a Knyghte. And be seyd; nay 
~nd than sebe seyde, that he myghte n¿t be~ 
hue Lemman :• But sche bad him gon 
ayen T unto his Felowes, and make him 
Knyghte, and come ayeo upon the Morwe and 
sebe sebolde come out of tbe Cave before 'bim. 
and thanne come and kysse hire on tbe mowthe' 
a.nd have no Drede; "for I schalle do tbe n¿ 
maner harm, alle be it that tbou see me in 
Lyknesse_ of ª Dragoun. For thougbe tbou 
see me hidouse and horrible to loken onne I 
do• the to W}1ene, • that it is made be :Én
chauntement. For withouten doute I am non 
other tban thou seest now a wo:nan. and 
therfore drede tbe nought~. And yií' tbou 
kysse me, thou schalt bave alle this Tresoure 
a.nd,, be my Lord, and Lord also of alle that 
Il_e. And he departed fro hire and wente to 
h1s Felowes to Schippe and lcet" make b' 
Knyghte, and caro aye~ upon tbe Morwe ;;; t~ kysse this Damysele. And wban he sa~ghe 

ire comen II out of the Cave in forme of a 
Dragoun, so hidouse and so ho~ble he hadde 
so ~te drede, that he fleyghe i1 ayeo to tbe 
Sc~ippe; and .sche folewed him And wban 
se e saughe, that he tumed n¿t ayen sebe 
tgan to crye, as a thing that hadde n:cche s 
h. rwe: and thanne sche tumed ayen in-to 
A•~ Ca~e; and anon the Knyghte 

1

dyede 
n Slththen u hidrcwards " myghte n¿ 

~nyghte se hire, but that he dyede anon 
h:~ ~han .ª K~yghte comethe, that is ~ 
h ) to k1sse h1re, he schalle not dye · but 
.eh schalle turne the Damysele in-t~ hire 
Jje Fonne and kyndely ,1 Schapp, a.nd he 

Il bo
be Lord of alle the Contreyes and 

es a veseyd. 

t saw • combcd • much 
1 lover I ü , baclt 
11 lct II come 11 lled 
11 natural 

• bclieved, thought 
1 cause I ltnow 

11 aince H till now 

FllOK CHAP. XVII 

. ~ yee have herd me seye that Jerusalem 
is m the myddes • oí the World; and that may 
meo. p~ven ,1 and schewen there be a Sperc 
lh~t 15 pighte ~-t? the Erthe, upon the bour oí 
mydday, wban •t IS Equenoxium, that schew
ethe no scbadwe on no syde. And that it 
scbo!de beo in the myddesl of the Worlrl, 
DaVJd wytnessethe it in the Psautre, where he 
SC}1he, Deus operatus e.st salute[m] in medio 
Terr_e.4

, Tbanne tbei that parten • fro the 
parties of the ~Vest for to go toward Jeru
salem, als n:1ªºY )Omeyes 1 as thei gon upward 
for to go tbtdre, m als many jomeyes may thci 
gon fro Jerusalem, unto other Coní}11es of 
the Superficialtie of the Erthe beyonde. And 
whan men gon beyonde tho I joumeyes toward 
Ynde and to the foreyn Yles, alle is envyronynge 
the roundnesse of the Erthe and oí the See 
undre oure Contrees on this balf.1 And ther~ 
fore hathe it befallen man y tymes oí o 1• thing 
that I have h~rd cownted II wban I was yong: 
how a wortb1 man departed somtyme from 
oure Contrees for to go serche tbe World. And 
so he passed Ynde and the Yles beyonde Ynde 
wherc ben mo n than 5000 Yles; and so long; 
be wente be i1 See and Lond and so enviround 
lbe World be many seysons, that he fond an 
Yle wberc he herde speke bis owne Langage 
callynge on Oxen in tbe Plowghe, suche Worde~ 
as men speken to Bestes in bis owne Contree. 
whereof h~ hadde gret Mervayle,'4 for he knew: 
not how it myghte be. But I seye that he 
had gon so longe be Londe and be ~e that he 
bad envyround alle the Erthe tbat he was 
comen ayeo 11 envirounr1ge, that is to seye, 
goynge aboute, unto h1s o~e Marches,•• yif 
h~ wolde have passed fortbe tJI he had founden 
h1s Contree and hisowne knouleche.17 But he 
tumed ayeo from thens, from whens he was 
come íro; and so he loste moche pe,11efulle 
labour, as him-self seyde a gret whiÍe aítre 
that he was comen hom. For it heíelle aítre 
that he wente in to Norweye; and thcre Tem~ 
pest oí the See toke him; and he arryved in an 
Yle; and. whan he was in that Yle, he knew 
wel th~t 1t was the Yle where be had herd 
speke h1s owne Langage before and the callyngc 
of t~e Ox~n at tbe Plowghe; and that was 
pos51ble tbmge. But how it semetbe to symple 

'. mi~dle I prove I stuclt • God has wrought sal
:~hon m th~ middle of the earth. , depart I parts 

11
1ourncys (i.e. days' travcl) • those , sidc 10 one 

11 
recountt?, told II more 11 by 14 wondcr II bark 
boundancs, bordcrs 11 acquaintanccs 
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men unlemed that roen ne mowe I not go undre 
the Erthc, and also that mcn sc:holde falle 
towanl the I le\'ene from undre ! But that 

• may not be, upon le~sc than wee mowe falle 
toward llevene fro the Erthe wherc wee ben.1 

For íro what partie of the Erthe that men 
duelle,1 outher• aboven or benethen, it scmethe 
alweys to hem' that duellen that thei gon more 
righte than ony other folk. And righte as it 
scmethe to us that thei ben undre us, righte so 
it semethe hem that wce ben undrc hem. For 
yif a man myghte falle fro the Erthe unto the 
Firmament, be grettere resoun, the Erthe and 
the See, that ben so grete and so hevy, scholde 
fallen to the Firmament: but that may not be; 
and therefore seithe ourc Lord God, Non 
timcas me, qui, srtspendi, Terra[ml tx nicliilo? 1 

And alle be it that it be possible thing that meo 
may so enV)TOJ?ne alle the World, nathelcs 7 

oí a 1000 persones on' ne myghte not hap
pen to returnen in-to bis Contree. For I the 
gretncsse of the Erthe and of the Sce, meo may 
go be a 1000 and a 1000 other weyes, that no 
man cowde redye II him perfitely toward the 
partics that he cam fro, but-yif II it werc be 
aventure and happ orbe the grace of God. For 
the Erthe is fulle largc and fulle gret, and holt 11 

in roundncsse and aboute envyroun, be aboven 
and he benethen, 20425 Myles, aftre the 
opynyoun of the olde wise Astronomeres. And 
here Seyenges I repreve II noughte .. But aftre 
my lytylle wytt, it semethe me, savynge here 1

' 

reverence, that it is more. 

F11.011 CHAP. XXVII 

In the Lond of Prestre Jobo ben many 
dyverse thinges and many prccious Stones, so 
grete and so large that men maken of hem ' 
Vcsselle; 1' as Plateres, Disschcs, and Cuppes. 
And many other marveyllcs ben thcre; that 
it wcre to 11 combrous and to 11 long to puttcn 
it in scripture 11 of Bokes. 

But of the princypallc Ylcs and of bis 
Estate and o{ his Lawe I schalle tclle you 
som partyc. 11 This Emperour Prestre John is 
Cristene; anda grct partie of his Contrce also: 
but yit thei ha\-e not aUe the Articles of oure 
Feythe, as wce have. Thei beleven wcl in the 

1 may I are • dwcll, inhabit 'dther I them 
1 Dost thou not ítar me who have suspended the earth 
u pon nothing? 7 ncverthele'\S • one • brea u.se oí 
•• dircct II unless 11 hold~, contains 11 reprove, 
crlticise 14 thcir 11 vcsscls II too 17 wriling 
"part 

Fadre, in the Sone, and in the Holy Gost: and 
thci ben fuUe devoute and righte trewe on I to 
anothcr. And thei selle not be 1 no Barettes, 1 

ne be Cawteles,• ne of no Disccytes.' And he 
hathe undre him 72 Provynces; and in every 
Pro-.,11ce is a Kyng. And theise Kynges han 1 

Kynges undre hem; and alle ben tributaries to 
Prestre John. And he hathe in bis Lordschipes 
many grcte marveyles. For in bis Contrec is 
the Sce that men clepcn 1 the Gravelyª Sce, 
that is aUe Gravelle and Sond I with-outen ony 
drope of \Vatre; and it ebbethe and flowethe 
in grcte Wawes 10 as other Sees don; and it is 
never stillc ne in pes II in no maner u cesoun. 11 

And no man may passe that Sce be N avye •• ne 
be no maner of craít: u and therfore may no man 
knowe what Load is beyond that Sce. And 
alle-be-it that it have no Watre, yit men 
fyndcn •• therc-in and on the Bankes fuUe gode 
rissche of other maner of kynde and schappe 
thanne men fynden in ony other Sce; and tbei 
ben o{ right goode tast and delycious to manaes 
mete. 

And a 3 joumcys long fro that See, ben gret 
:Mounta)11es; out of the whiche gothe 17 out a 
gret Flood,11 that comethe out of Paradys; and 
it is fulle of prccious Stones, withouten ony 
drope o{ Water; and it rennethe 11 thorghe the 
Dcsert, on that,. o I syde, so thal it makethe 
the See gravely; and it berethe 17 in-to that Sce, 
and there it endethe. And that Flome II n:n
nethe also 3 da yes in the Woke,11 and bryngethe 
with him grete Stones and tbe Roches n also 
therewith, and that gret plentee. And anon 
as thei ben entred in-to the gravely See, thei 
ben seyn n no more, but lost for evere more. 
And in tho 3 <layes that tbat Ryvere rennethe 
no man dar2' entren in-to it: but in the other 
dayes men dar entren wel }1\0W." Also 
beyonde that Flome,11 more upward to the 
Desertes, is a gret Pleyn alle gravelly betwene 
the Mounta}11es; and in that Playn every day 
at thc Sonne ris)11ge begynnen to growe smale 
Trccs; and thci growen til mydday, bel'}11ge 
Frute; but no man dar taken of that 
Frute, for it is a lhing of Fayrye.21 And 
aítre mydday thci discrccen n and entren 
ayen II in-to the Erthe; so that at the goynge 
doun of the Sonnc thei apperen no more; and so 
thei don every day: and that is a gret marvaylle. 

1 one I srl not by ( = do not prnctice) 1 frauds 
'trick.~ 1 deccits I havc 7 call • gravclly • aand 
10 wavrs II pc-acc II kind oí 11 sea.son 14 ship 
11 device •• find 11 gor,;, ílows II river 19 runs 
• thc 21 wcelt II rocks 11 ~ccn 14 dare • cnougb 
• magic 17 dccrease II again 
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CHAP. Y 

~esus fo?S?the, • seynge , cumpanycs, wente 
up 1!1-~º an h1IJ; and whcn he hadde sete, • his 
d1SC1phs c~men nighe to hym. And he 
~peny,~ge brs mouthc, taughte to hem, sayinge' 
. Bless1d ~ the porc in spirit, for tbe k.ingda~ 
m ~e\'encs1s hercn. • Blcssid be mylde mcn for 
the1 shuln • wcltlc , the eerthe. Blessid be 'thci 
that _mourncn, for thci shuln • be comfortid 
B~ess1d be thei that hungren and thristen ri ht~ 
w1snesse, i for thci shuln ben fulfillid. BlJsid 
~ m1cyful ~en, for thei shuln gete mercye. 

e;SS• be the1 that ben i of clene herte for 
the1 shuln sce Go<l Blcssi'd be pe_ 'bl • t h · · s1 e mcn 
or t. e1 shuln be clepid i the sonys of Goci' 

~less1~ be thci that su/Tren persecucioun fo; 

h
nght~snessc,7 for the kyngdam of hevenes is 
erun. Yec shulen • be blcssid h shule , w en men 

n curse you, and shulen pursue you and 
shulen say al yvel io ayeins II you lcczing ~, for 
m\ Joye is yee with-)11-forth,1' and glade rce 
;1t -o1~t-!orth, for youre mcede " is plcnte-
ouse ID hevenes; forsothe so thei han 17 

pursued and u prophetis that weren before 
you. Yee hcn • salt of the erthe· that yif 11 

th~ .:lt shal vany!-he awcy, whel'}11~e shal it be 
: 11n? T? no thing it is worth over,1' no 11 

Yet t~at_ rt le scnt out, and dcfoulid of mcn. 
h .

11 
ben hght of the world; a citee putt on an 

1
1 may nat J,c hid; nether men tendyn n a 

antem_e, ~nd putten it undir a busshel, but on 
~ can_drlstike, that it ye\'e u light to alle that 
be~ ID the hous. So shyyne n youre light 

ore m~n, that thei see youre good werkis 
ªnd glonfie youre Fadir that 1·5 • h ' Nvl 21 • m evens. 
u; e }e _gcsse, or deme," that y. carne to 
I do, or d1struye, the lawe, or thc prophetis· 
Fo:1h ~~t to undo the lnwe, but to fulfille'. 
erthe I e I sa~,t? you ~rcwthe, til hevcn and 
h I pas.<;(', oon •• that is leste io lcttre or titil 
~ ª n;hpasse fro the lawc, til allc thingis ¡~ 
on. erfore he that undoth or breketh 

~m of these leste u maundementiS:s• and techith 
us m:n, shal be clcpid n the leste in the 

re~me _of hevcnes; forsothe, this s, that doth 
~n technh, shal be clcpid grcte in the kyng~ 
ame º! hevcnes. Forsothe y sa to . 

no-but-yif • youre rightwisnessc shJ be ~~~ 
1 indccd 1 • 1 n'gh•~ SC('mg I sal • theirs I shall s rule 

«·ou§nt"SS • ar• o 11 -·' . u lyin 11 . . ' ra l'U 
10 cv1l II against 

g rr¡o1ce "with-yn-forth = inwardly ,. re-

THE GOSPEL OF MATHEU 

(SECOND VERSION) 

CAP. Y 

And .Jhesus, seynge, the puple, wente up in
toan hil; and whanne he was set, hise dic;ci lis 
camen to hym. And he openyde bis mo~h 
and taughte hem, and seide "Blesse· d be ' · . . , n pore 
men '? sprnt,. for the kyngdom of hevenes is 
heme. Bless1d ben mylde men for th . 
schulen' welde• the erthe. Blcssid ben th!: 
that ~ornen, for thci schulen be coumfortid 
~lcsst~ ben thei that hungren and thriste~ 
nght~vtSnes.se, for thei schulen be fulfill'd 
Bless,1d ben n~erciful m~n, for thei schulen ;,~ 
~erci .. Bless1d ben the1 that ben of clene hfrte 
1or the1 schulen se God. Blcs.sid be 'bl • m, h' h npesre 

en, ior t C) se ulen ~ clepid i Go<ldis chil 
d_ren. Bless,1d ben the1 that su/Tren rsecu
SJo~n for_ nghtfulnesse, for tbe kingtm oí 
he\enes is heme.• Ye schulen be blessid, 
whanne .men schulen cu~ you, and schulen 
purs~e }Ou, and shulen sc1e al yvel 10 ayens 11 

you hynge, forme. Joic •s ye and be 1 d 
for youre I?cede u is plentevo~ 11 in h!~e!~
f~r so t~ei han •1 pursued also profetis that 
were~ bifor you. Ye ben salt of the erthe· 
!hat ií th~ salt vanysche awey, whereynne schaÍ 
1t be salt1d? To no thing it is worth overe 10 

no 21 but n that it be cast out and be defoulid 
of men. ~e ben light of th~ world; a citee 
set on an htl may not be hid; ne me tcendith is 

not a lanteme, and puttith it undur a busschel 
but on a _candilstike, that it yyve light to ali~ 
that ben m the hous. So schyne youre light 
Lefor me_n, that thei se youre goode werkis 
a~d glonfie youre Fadir that is in hevenes' 
N1l 21 ye dem_e,=i that y cam to undo the lawe· 
or the proíet1s; y cam not to undo the lawe' 
but to fulfille. Forsothe y seie to you rÍ 
hevenc and crthe passe, o n lettir oro i, tite! ~h~l 
not passe fro the lawe, til alle thingis be doon 
Therfor he !hat brekith oon of these lceste io 
maund~m:ntis,ªª and techith thus men, schal 
be clep,d the _leste in the rcwmc u oí hevenes; 
but h~ that dorth, and techith, schal be clepid 
grcet m the kyngdom of hevcnes. And y seie 
to you, that but your rightfulnes.,;e be more 
plentevouse than of scribis and of Farisces, ye 

ward ie plenteous 11 have ,a also 19 ,·r ., '--'d 
,1 t II b • 1· . . =• es no . ut _JJtht 14 g1ve 21 S11bj. o/ command. • do 
~ot, /1/tro/ly, w1, h not (Lat. tlOlik) • think • ,·eril 

one 10 least ., commandments :.t callcd "ltin : 
dom 14 he II unlcss g 
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plentevouse than of scribis and Pharisees, yee 
shulen not entre in-to k.yngdam of bevenes. 
Yec han 1 berde that it is said to olde roen, 
Tbou sbal nat slea¡ forsotbe be tbat sleetb, sbal 

schulen not entre into the kyngdom of hevenes. 
Ye han 1 herd that it was seid to elde roen, 
Thou schalt not slee ¡ and he that sleeth, schal 
be gilti to doom.1 But Y seie to you, that ech 
man that is wrooth to his brothir, schal be 
gilti to doom; and he that seith to bis brother, 
Fy I schal be gilti to the counseil ¡ • but he 
that seith, Fool, schal be gilti to the fier of helle. 
Therfor if thou offrist thi yifte • at the auter,' 
and tber thou bithenk.ist, that thi brothir hath 
sum-what ayens I tbee, leeve there thi yifte 
bifor the auter, and go first to be ·recounselid 
to tbi brothir, and thanne thou schalt come, 
and schalt off re tbi yifte. Be thou consentynge 
to thin adversarie soone, while thou art in the 
weie with hym, lest peraventure thin adver
sarie take thee to the domesman,11 and 
the domesman take thee to the mynystre,

11 

and thou be sent in-to prisoun. Treuli Y seie 
to thee, tbou shalt not go out fro thennus, til 
thou yelde 11 the last ferthing. Ye han herd 
that it was seid to elde roen, Thou schalt do no 
letcherie. But Y seie to you, that every man 
that seetb a womroan for to coveite hir, hath 
now do letcherie bi hir in bis herte. That if 
tbi right iye sclaundre 14 thee, pulle bym out, 
and caste fro thee ¡ for it spedith u to thee, that 
oon1• of thi membris perische, than that al thi 
bodi go in-to helle. And if thi right bond 
sclaundre tbce, kitte 17 bym aweye, and caste 
fro thee ¡ for it spedith to thee tbat oon 

II 
of 

thi membris perische, than that al thi bodi go 
in-to belle. And it batb be seyd, Who-evere 
leevetb bis wiif, yyve he to bir a libel of for
sakyng. But Y seie to you, that every man 
thal leeveth his wiif, outtakun cause of fomy
cacioun, makith hir to do letcherie, and he that 
weddith the forsakun wiif, do:th avowtrye. 
Eftsoone ye han herd, tbat it was seid to elde 
men, Thou scbalt not forswere, but thou scbalt 
yelde thin othis to tbe Lord. But Y seie to 
you, that ye swere not for ony thing¡ oethir bi 
bevene, for it is tbe trone of God; nethcr bi the 
erthe, for it is the stole of bis feet ¡ nether bi 
Jerusalem, for it is the citee of a grect kyng¡ 
nether tbou shalt not swere bi thin beed, for 
tbou maist not make oon beere white ne blacke ¡ 
but be youre word, yhe, ybe¡ Nay, nay¡ and 

be gylty of dome.1 But I say to you, that 
evereche I that is wrotbe to bis brotber, shal 
be gylty of dome¡ forsotbe be tbat sbal say to 
his brotber, Racha, tbat is, a word of scom, 
shal be gylty of counseile ¡• sothly he tbat shal 
say, Fool, tbat is, a word of dispisynge, shal be 
gylti of the fijr I of helle. Therfore yif thou 
offrist thi yift • at the auter,' and there shalt 
bythenke, • that tbi brotber batb sum-what 
ayeins I tbee, leeve there tbi yift before tbe 
auter, and go first for to be recounseilid, or 
acordid, to tbi brother, and thanne tbou cum
mynge sbalt offre tbi yifte. Be thou consent
ynge to tbin adversarie soon, the wbijle thou 
art in the way with hym, lest peraventure tbin 
adversarie take thee to the domesman,1' and 
the domesman take thee to the mynystre,11 and 
thou be sente in-to prisoun. Trewely I say to 
thee, Thou shalt not go tbennes, til thou yelde 

11 

tbe last fertbing. Ye han herd for it was said 
to olde men, Thou shalt nat do lecherye. For
sotbe Y say to you, for-why 11 every man that 
seeth a wororoan for to coveite bire, now he 
hath do lecherie by hire in bis herte. That 
yif thi right eiye sclaundre 14 thee, pulle it out, 
and cast it fro thee ¡ for it speedith11 to thee, 
that oon1' oí tbi mcrobris perishe, than al thi 
body go in-to hellc. And yif thi right bond 
sclaundre thee, kitt 17 it awey, o.nd cast it fro 
thee ¡ for it spcdith to thee, that oon of thi 
membris perishe, than that al thi body go in-to 
hclle. Forsothe it is said, Who-evere shal leeve 
his wyf, yeve II he to hir a libe), tho.t is, a litil 
boke, of forsakyng. Sothely Y say lo you, that 
cvery man that shal leeve bis wyf, outaken 

11 

cause of fomicacioun, he roakith hi re do lecherie 
and he that weddith the forsaken wijf, doth 
avoutrie.'° Efte-soonys II yee han hcrd, that it 
was said to olde roen, Thou shalt not forswere, 
sothely 21 to the Lord thou shalt yeeld u thin 
a:this.14 Forsothc Y say to you, to nat swere 
on al manere¡ neithcr by hevcne, for it is the 
trone of God ¡ nether by the erthe, for it is the 
stole of his feet ¡ neither by J erusalem, for it is 
the citee of a greet kyng¡ ncither thou shalt 
swere by thin heved,11 for thou maist not make 
oon heer whyt or blak ¡ but be youre word yea, 
yea¡ Nay, no.y¡ forsothe that that is more 

1have 
o:>uncil 
9against 

1 judgmcnt I every one • the 
1 6re • gift 'altar I remcmbcr 

1• judgc 11 officer 1-J pay II that 

that tbat is more than tbese, is of yvel. Ye 
han berd tbat it hatb be seid, Iye for iye, and 
tothe for tothe. But Y seie to you, tbat ye 
ayenstonde II not an yvel man¡ but ü ony 

" slandcr 11 profiteth 11 one 11 cut 11 give (subf. o/ 
command) 11 except II adultcry II again n trulJ 
t1 pay ,. oaths II head • miist 

JOHN DE TREVISA 11 

th!'ll tb_is, is of yvel. Y ee han berde tbat it is 
saui, Eiye i for eiye,1 toth for toth. But y sa 
to you, to nat ayein-stonde s yv·el. but ~,·t Y 
shal yt th · h · ' ' any :ro e ee 111 t e nght cheeke, yeve to bym 
~d the t?ther; and to bym tbat wole stryve 
wtth thee 111 domo,• and take awey thi coote 
leeve thou to bym and • thin over-clothe. and 
wbo-t!vere constrayneth thee a thousand , .. 
go tb 'th b pacLS, 

• 
1 

ou WJ ym otber tweyne. Forsothe 
yif to bym tbat axith of thee, and turne thou 
nat awey fro bym that wol borwe • of th !: b~ herd that it is said, Thou shall loe:~ 

netghbore, and bate thin enmy. But y 
say to y~u, love yee youre enmyes, do yee wel 
to bem that baten • you and preye yee for 
:n pursuynge, and falsly chalengyoge i you. 
he t yee be the sonys of youre Fadir tbat is i~ 

venes, tbat roakitb bis sune to springe up 
~pon good and yvel men, and raynctb u n 
Juste men and unjuste men. For yif ye lo:n 
bem that !oven you, what mecd i1 shul u yee 
:ve?? whethe~ and • puplicans don nat tbis 
b mf And ytf yee greten, or saluten youre 
d ret ~ eren oonly, what more over is shul yee 
~n. . whither and s paynymmys i1 don nat 

th1S thmg. Therfore be yee parfit u as and • 
r:ire hevenly Fadir is parfit. Take yee hede 
tb ye don your rightwisnesse before roen, 
rn:¡ee be seen of hem, ellis u ye shulc nat ha~ 
i at youre Fadir that is in hevenes. Ther
boyfre wben th~u dost almes.5e,S' nyle ., thou synire 

ore t_hee m a trumpe, as ypocritis don 'G 
:~fi~ anl streetis, tbat thei ben roaad 
th . ~p o meo i forsothe y saye to you 
d et an resceyved her 11 meede But th~ 
~~ge almes.5e,11 knowe nat the left bond what 

th1/
1
t~ ho~d dotb, tbat thi almes be in hidlis 11 

iliee." i adir tbat seeth in hidlis, sbal yelde io 'to 

sroyte tbee in the right cheke schewe to him 
a~ tte t~thir; and to hym tbat wole stryve 
'l\,1t t ee m doom, • and take awey thi coote 
leeve thou to him also thi manti'l • and h , , w o-ever 
c~nstreyneth ~hee a thousynde pacis, o thou 
w1th hro oth1r lwcyne. Yyve I lhou fo h m 
t~at ax1th of thee, and turne not awey fro htm 
~ at wol~ borewe i oí tbee. Ye han herd that 
~ was ~1d, Tbou shalt !ove tbi neighLore and 
_ate thm enemye. But y seie to you, lo~e ·e 

youre enemycs, do ye wel to hem that hatid!n 
ycu, and preye ye for bero , that pursuen and 
sclaundren you; that }'e be the sones t' . 
F di h 

. . O )OUr 
a r t at 1s m hevenes, that makitb h' • 1s sunne 

to i:ise upon goode _and yvele men, and reynetb 
on JUSt men and un¡uste. For if ye loven bem, 
tbat loven you! what mede i1 schulen ye han? 
whetber pupph~ns doon not this? And if ·e 
greten youre bntheren oonli, what schulen ~e 
do more? ne doon not hethene men this? 
Therfore be ye partil as y·oure hevenli F d' · parfit." ' a 1r 15 

[ l t ~ll br observrd t~at the Se~ond V ersion agms 
~'lth //,e A 11tlwr1ze_d l' trs1on in the division 
'"!º chapters, whik the First Vrrsion contt{ a Jew verses usually assigned to Chaptn 

1 eye I resist I also • a lawsuit · 
1 borrow , them I hat 1 . 

1 
g¡ve 

11 
• e 11ccusrng 10 reward 

shall 11 lxs1des 11 heathen H perfect u else 
st alms 17 do not 11 their 1e secrtt N pay 

JOHN DE TREVISA (r326-r412) 

HIGDEN'S POLYCHRONICON 

BOOK I. CHAPTER LIX 

As it is i-kn I b bee 
1 

• • _owe ow meny manere peple 
d th m this 1lond,1 there beeth also so many J"~ longages • and tonges; notheles 1 

i-medl e .me~ and Scottes, that beeth nought 
nyb hi ed, fi w1th other naciouns, holdeth wel 

r rste longage and speche¡ but-yif • 

• ~o~ • ~ 1 island • languages • neverthdess 
thetr I except 

the Scottes that were somtyme confederat and 
,~onede ' with the Pieles drawe s somwhat after 
~•r spcchc; bu~ thc Flemmynges that woneth • 
m the wcste s1de of \Vales havetb i-left her 
straunge s~che and speketh Saxonliche i-now.' 
Also Englische men, they • tbei hadde from 
tbe bygynnynge thre manere speche, nortbeme, 

• awdt • indine • dwell • thcir • cnough • tbough 
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sowtheme, and middel speche in the myddel oí 
the lond, as they come oí thre manere peple oí 
Germanía, notheles 1 by comyxtioun and mell
ynge' firste with Danes and afterward with 
Normans, in meny the contray I longage is 
apayred,• and som useth straunge wlafferynge,' 
chiterynfe,• harrynge,7 and garrynge • gris
bayting. This apayrynge oí the burthe oí 
the tunge is bycause oí tweie thinges; oon is 
for children in scole ayenst the usage and man
ere of alle othere naciouns beeth compelled for 
to leve 1

• hire II owne langage, and for to con
strue hir II lessouns and here II th}11ges in 
Frensche, and so they haveth 11 seth 11 the 
Nonnans come 14 first in-to Engelond. Also 
gentil-men children beeth i-taught to speke 
Frensche from the tyme that they beeth 
i-rokked in here cradel, and kunneth 11 speke 
and playe with a childes broche; 11 ancl uplond
isshe 17 men wil likne hym-self to gentil-men, 
and fondeth 11 with greet besyncsse for to speke 
Frensce, for to be i-tolde II of. Trevisa.10 

This manere was moche i-used to-for 1' (thc] 
Firste Dcth II and is siththe 11 sumdel " 
i-chaunged; for John Comwaile, a maister 
oí grammcr, chaungcd the !ore in gramer 
scolc and construccioun of u Frensche in-to 
Englischc; and Richard Pencriche lerncd the 
manere n techynge of hym and othere men of 
Pencrich; so that now, the yere of oure Lorde 
a thowsand thre hundred and foure score and 
fyve, and oí the secounde kyng Richard after 
the conquest nyne, in alle the gramere scoles 
oí Engelond, children leveth Frensche and 
construeth and lerneth an 2

• Englische, and 
haveth 11 therby avauntage in oon side and dis
avauntage in another side; here II avauntage is, 
that they lerneth her II gramer in lasse 17 tyme 
than children were i-woned II to doo; dis
avauntage is that now children oí gramer scole 
conneth II na more Frensche than can'º hir 11 

liít 11 heele, and that is harme for hem II and 13 

they schulle passe the see and travaille in 
straunge landes and in many other places. 
Also gentil-meo haveth now moche i-left 14 

for to teche here II children Frensche. /f.11 Hit 
semeth a greet wonder how Englische, that 

1 nevertheless I mixing I country, native • corruptcd 
• stammering • chattering 7 snarling I howling • gnash
ing of teeth 10 leave, give up 11 their II have '' since 
14 carne "cnn 1• brooch (ornament in general) 11 coun
try 11 attempt 1• nccountcd so What follMl!S, tolj., is 
Trt'Visa's oddition. 11 beíore "the First Plague, 
r 348-1 349 • somewhat ,. from "kind of • in 
17 less u accustomcd H know '° knows II left u thcm u if 
14 ceased II Whot follows, lo Trt"Vi,o, is from Higden 

is the burthe tongc oí Englisshe men and her 1 

owne langage and tonge, is so dyverse of sown 2 

in this oon I ilond, and the langage of Nor
mandie is coml}11ge ◄ oí anothcr )onde, and 
hath oon I manere ' soun 2 among alle men 
that speketh hit aright in Engelond. Trevisa.1 

Nevertheles there is as many dyvers manere 7 

Frensche in the reem I of Fraunce as is dyvers 
manere Englische in the reem of Engelond 
J?. 1 Also oí the forsaide Saxon tonge that is 
i-deled 10 athre II and is abide u scarsliche 11 

with fewe uplondisshe 14 men is greet wonder; 
for men of the esl with men of the west, as it 
were undir the same partie II oí hevene, acord
eth more in sownynge 1

• of speche than men of 
the north with men oí the south; therfore it is 
that Mercii, tbat bceth men of myddel Engelond, 
as it werc parteners oí the endes, understond
eth bettie the side langages, northeme and 
southeme, than northeme and southerne un
derstondeth either other. Willtl11111s de P<m
tijicibus, libro tertio.11 Al thc longage 11 oí thc 
Northhumbres, and speciallichc at York, is so 
scharp, slitting, and frotynge " and unschape, 
that we southeme men may that longagc 
unnethc zo understonde. I trowe 71 that that is 
bycause that they beeth nyh n to straunge men 
and naciouns that speketh stronglichc,23 and 
also bycause that the kynges of Engelond 
woneth u alwey fer from that cuntrey; for they 
beeth more i-tomed 21 to the south contmy, and 
yif they gooth to the north countray they gooth 
with greet help and strengthe.21 Jy.11 Th, 
cause why they beeth more in the south contre} 
than in tbe north, is for II hit may be better come 
londe,21 more peple, more noble citees, and more 
profitable havenes.•0 

GEOFFREY CHAUCER (1340?-1400) 

A TREATISE ON THE ASTROLABE 11 

PROLOGUS 

Litell Lowis n my sone, I have perceived wel 
by certeyne evidences thvn abilite to leme 

1 t.ueir I sound I one • comer, immigrant I kind of 
• Trn,is,rndds a 11My intdligtnJ oburvation. 1 kinds o( 
1 realm 'IVhat fo/lO'Ws is fromHigdtn. 'ºdivided II in 
thrce (dinlects) 11has remained 11 scarcely 1 ◄ country 
11part 1',;ounding, pronouncing 17Thdistorian, IV illiom 
o/ Mahnesbury, is Higdm's outhonlyforwltal/ollows 
11 language u cha6ng, harsh to scarccly 11 believe 12 nigh 
n harshly, or (perhaps) ~trangcly 14 livl' 11 turned • i.e. 
with a large army 17 Tligdtn odds a rtmark o/ his 11w11 

lo his quotatio11. 18becnuse 291and 1º havens, harbors 11an 
a,tronomical instrument; cons,út 1/u dictionory 12 I.ewis 

TRANSLATION OF BOETHIUS 
13 

sciencez touchin&e no.umbres and proporciouns; 
and _as wel considere I thy bisy 1 preyere i in 
spea~ to leme the Tretis of the Astrolabie. 
Than, for as meche) ◄ as a philosofre seith 
"he wrappe_th him in his frend, that condescend'. 
eth to the nghtíul preyers of bis írend " therfor 
bave I >:even , thee a suffisaunt Astrol;bie as for 
oure onzonte, 1 compowned 7 after the latitude 
of_ O~enford ;_ u pon which, by mediacion • of 
th_1s htel trelis, I purpose to teche thee a cer
tem nom~re oí conclusions • apertening II to 
the ~me mstrument. I seye a certein of con
~lus1~uns, for three causes. The furste cause 
is th1s: truste wel that alle thc conclusiouns 
th~t han II ben fo~nde, or elles ,, possibly 
m1ghten be founde m so noble an instrument 
as an Astrolabie, ben II unknowe perfitly to any 
mortal man in this regioun as I suppose 
A~ther cause is this: that 'sothly, u in any 
lrel!s of the Astrolabie that I have seyn 11 thcre 
be_n 13 sorne conclusions that wole II nat in alle 
thmges perfonnen hir ,1 bihestes·" and sorne 
of bem ben u to II barde to thy tendre age of ten 
yeer_to 1~onsefc.1º This tretis, dividcd in fyve 
parties, wole 'I shewe thee undcr ful Jighte n 
rew!es 21 and naked wordes in English ¡ for 
Latm ne canstow 2• yit but smal, my Iyte 21 

sone. But natheles,2' sufiyse to thee thise 
trewe conclusiouns in English as wel as 
suffyseth to thise noble clerkcs' Grekes thise 
~me c~nclusiouns in Greck, and to Arabiens 
¡° ~rabik, ~nd to_ Jewes in Ebrew, and to the 
b,atm folk m Latín; whichc Latín folk han 11 

the sec~nde cause is this, that sothly 1 me
semeth betre to wryten unto a child twyes 1 

a good sentence, than he forgete it ones ◄ 
~nd, ~wis,_rif' so be that I shewe tbee in my 
h&hte Eoghsh as trewe conclusiouns touching 
th1s matere, and naught 7 only as trewe but 
as many and as subtil conclusiouns as ben 1 

shewed i_n Latín in any commune tretis of the 
Astrolab1e, con me the more thank. • and 
preye God save the king, that is lora' of this 
langage, and aUe that him feyth bereth 11 and 
obeycth, everech II in his degree the more 11 and 
the lasse. 1 But considere wel, that I ne usurpe 
nat to ha~e !~unde this werk of my lahour or of 
myn ,;ngm. I nam II but a lewd 11 compila
tour _of the labou_r of olde Astrologiens, and 
have _hit translat~d ID myn English only for thy 
doctnne; and w1th this swerd 11 shal J sleen 11 

envye. 

BOETHIUS: DE CONSOLATIONE 
PHILOSOPHIAE 

BOOK III 

PROSE IX 

"It suffyseth that I have shewed hider-to tbe 
forme of false welefulnesse, 10 so that, yif, thou 
loke _now cleerly, the order of myn entencioun 
reqwreth from hennes-forth 21 to shewen thee 
the verray II welefulnesse." 

"For-sothe," • quod J, "I see wel now that 
suffisaunce 21 may oat comen by richesses ne 
power ~y reames,1◄ ne rcverence by dignit~s 
ne..&ent1lesse n by glorie, ne joye by delices." ,; 

And bast thou wcl knowen the causes " 

e~ 
21 

~urst_o~t of othrc diverse langages, and 
~nten. ID h1r 7 owne tonge, that is to sein,21 
m Latm. An~ God wot, u that in alle thise 
lan~ges, ao<l m many mo,'° han II thise con
clusio~s ben ~1 suffisantly lerned and taught, 
and y¡t by diverse rewles,11 right as divcrse 
kthes Jeden diverse folk the righte wey to 

ome. Now wol I prey meekly every discret 
persone tbat redeth or hereth this lite! tretis 
to h_ave my rewde n endyting " for excuse<l' 
;id my superfluite_ of wordes, for two causes'. 

quod she, "why it is?" ' 
"Ce_rtes,21 mc-scmeth," quod I, "tbat I see 

h~m ~fht as though it were thorugh a Jite! 
cl1fte; but me were levere 21 knowen hem io 

more openly of thee." 
"Cei:tes," qu~d she, "the resoun is al red y. ~ fi:;te cause 1s, for-that 1◄ curious II en

dytmg and hard sentence • is ful hevy 17 

atones 18 for swich II a child to leme. And 

1 eag , 
1 b er prayer, request I then • much I given 

~rizon . 
7 

composed • means ' problems and 
,t,he1r soluttons ,o pertaining i, have II else 11 are 
d truly 

16 
seen II will 17 thcir 11 promises 11 too 10 un

.e~tand 21 
parts 12 easy u rules 24 knowest thou 

18 
httle • ncverthtlcss 17 them "say tt knows 

11 :
0

: 
11 

becn u rude u composition k becnuse 
a rate • mcaning, sense n difficult aa at 

once "such 

F?r th1lke 11 thmg that simply is O u thing 
w1th-out~n any devisioun, the errour and foly~ 
of_ mankm~e departeth and devydeth it, and 
m1Sledeth 1t and transporteth from verray n 

1 1 1 2. ru Y 1t seems to me • twice • once I if , easy 
;o"ot I are • con thnnk mtans thank., be grateful 

bear u every one 11 greatcr II iess •• ingenu·ty 
11 t 11. 1 

1 
am n~ 1gnorant 17 compiler u sword II sla 

• happmcss 21 henceforth n true n suffi . Y 
1◄ k · d c1cncy 

. mg o:s 16 good brecding • pleasures 21 cer-
tamly cleft, crack "licfcr, preferablc '° the111 
11 that "one 
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and parfit good to goodes that ben I false and 
unparfit., But sey me this. Wenest_' ~ou 
that he that hath nede of pow~r, that him ne 
lakketh no-thing?" 

"Nay" quod l. . 
"Certes," quod she, "tbo11; seyst a_-nght. 

For yif I so be that ther is a thmg, that_ m any 
partye • be febler of power, ce~es, ,as m ~at, 
it mol, nedes ben nedy of foreme help. 

"Right so is it," quod l. 
"Suffisaunce and power ben thanne of o • 

kinde ?"" 
"So semeth it," quod l. 
"And demest • thou," quod s~e, "that ~ 

thing thal is of this manere, that IS to seyn, 
c;uffisaunt and mighty, oughte ben ., despysed, 
or elles that it be right digne •1 of reverence 
aboven alle thinges ?" . . 

., Certes," quod I, "it nis no d?
1
ute, that 1t IS 

ri ht worthy to ben reverenced. 
g"Lat 1, us," quod she, "adden thanne rever

ence to suffisaunce and to ~wer, so that w~ 
demen •1 tbat thise tbree thmges ben al o 
thing." · ·r 

"Certes " quod I "lat us ad den it, y1 wt 
, b' th "17 wolen 11 graunten t e so e. 

"What demest i thou thanne ?" quod sh~; 
"is that a derk thing and nat noble, tbat is 
suffisaunt, reverent, and mighty, or elles t~at 
it is· right noble and right cl~r by celeb~}ee 
of renoun? Consider thanne, quod sbe, as 
we han•• graunted her-bifom,•.• tbat be. tbat 
ne hath nede oí no-thing, and is most m1ghty 
and most digneu of honour, );f him nede~ any 
cleemcsse oí renoun, which cleemesse he ~•gtt 
nat grauntcn oí him-self, ~ that, for a . e 
oí thilkeu cleernesse, he m1ghte seme th~ 
íchcler on any syde or the more out-e~? 
GLOs~:: 21 This is to sey11, nay,· for w -so 
tltat is s11ffis,J11nt, migltty, and rever~t, . cktr
nrsse of re1101m folweth_ of tite Jorsey<k thinges ,· 
ltr ltatlt it al redy of h1s s11ffisaunce. . 

Borcr. "I may nat,'.' quod I,."de!lye it; _but 
1 mol , graunte, as it 1s, that th1s thmg be ngh~ 
cl'lebrable by cleemesse of renoun and no 

blesse." . od b "th t we "Thanne folweth 1t," qu 5 e, a 
adden cleemesse of renoun to tbe three for
scyde thingcs, so that tber ne be amonges bem 
no difTerence?" 

"This is a consequence," quod l. 

1 1 im""rfrct I thinlttst • to bim • if I part 
are r 1 , •• nature 

, must • forrign, externa one . •• . 
u sa:, 11 to be u worthy " ltt 11 cons1der ~ill 
lf truth u have tt hcrctofore so tbat 11 an explanaho• 

• aforeaaid 

"This thing thanne," quod she, "that ne bath 
nede of no foreine , tbing, and tbat may do_n 
alle thinges by hise strengthes, and that is 
noble and bonourable, nis nat tbat a mery, 
tbing anda joyful?" 

"But whennes," • quod I, "tbat ~y ~rwe: 
migbte comen to this thing tbat is swiche, 
certes I may nat thinke." 

"Thanne moten • we graunte," qu~ 
7 
she, 

"tbat this tbing be ful of gladnesse, )'IÍ the 
forseyde • thinges ben sotbe; • and certes, also 
mote • we graunten that suffisaunce, power, 
nobles.se reverence, and gladnesse ben only 
dyverse 'by names, but bir "substaunce bath 
no diversitee." 

"It mot • needly II been so," quod l. 
"Tbilke" thing thanne," u quod she,. "that 

is oon .. and simple in bis •1 nature, the wikke_d
nesse oí roen departeth it and devydeth tt; 
and whan tbey enforcen bem " to geten n 
partye 11 of a thing tbat ne hath no part, the_y 
ne geten hem neither thilke u partye that ~1s 
non,•• ne tbe tbing al hool 20 tbat they ne destre 
nat." 

"In wbicb manere ?" quod l. 
"Thilke man," quod she, "that se~eth: 

richesses to fleen povertee, he ne travaileth 
bim nat for to gete n power; for h,~ b_ath 
levere 11 ben derk and vyl; and eek w1th
draweth from him-self many naturel delyts, 
for be nolde ,. lese • the moneye that he bath 
assembled. But certes, in this manere be ne 
etetb him nat suffisaunce that power for

~tetb," and that molestie u prikketh, and that 
filthe maketb out-cast, and tbat ?erkenesse 
bydeth. And certes, he tbat d~stretb only 

wer he wastetb and scatereth nchesse, an~ 
tspy~tb delyts, and eek" honour nthat !5 
withoute power, ne he ne preyseth glone 
no-tbing.1• Certes¡ thus seest thou wel, that 
manye thinges faylen to him; ~orbe hath som
tyme defaute of many necess1tees, and many 
anguisshes byten 11 bim; and whan he ne ma(r 

t don D tho a defautes a-wey, be forleteth 
~: ben mighty and that is the thing that ht 
most desireth.' And right thus may I maleen 
semblable" resouns • oí honours, and _oí 
lorie, and of delyts. For so as evcry_ oí th1se 

forseyde • thingcs is the same tbat tb1se other 

' externa! 1 pleasant i whcnce • sorrow • su~b 
• ust , ü • afore-;aid • true •• thcir II necessanly 

m • 11 h 11 et II part 11 tbat 11 tben •• onc 11 1ts t cm g 
11 none ., wholc tt Sl'tks ª labors "liefcr, ratber 
,. also "would not • tose 17 fonakes "annoyance 
• pral-es, estccnu 10 not at ali 11 bite u put 
• tbose " similar u arguments 
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thinges ben, tbat is to seyn, al oon thing, who-so 
that ever seketh to geten that I oon oí thisc, 
and nat that I otber, he ne geteth nat that 2 he 
desireth." 

Bota. "What seyst tbou thanne, yif that a 
man coveitetb to geten alle thise thinges to
gider ?" 

Philosophie. "Certes," quod she, "I wolde 
seye, that he wolde geten him sovcreyn I blis
fulnesse; but that shal he nat finde in tho 
thinges that I have shewed, that ne mowen 4 

nat yeven I that 1 they beheten." 1 

"Certes, no," quod l. 
"Thanne," quod she, "ne sholden men nat 

by no wey seken 1 blisfulnesse in swiche thinges 
as men wene • that tbcy ne mowen 4 yevcn I but 
o • thing senglely II of alle that men seken." 

"I graunte wcl," quod I; "ne II no sother 12 

thing ne may ben sayd." 
"Now hast thou thanne," quod she, "the 

forme and the causes of false welcfulncsse. 
Now tome II and flitte 1• the eycn oí thy 
thought; for ther shalt thou sen 11 anon •• thilke 
verray 17 blisfulnesse that I bave bihight 11 

thee." 
"Certes," quod I, "it is cleer and open, 

thogh it were to a blinde man; and that shcw
edest thou me ful wel a litel her-bifom, whan 
thou enforcedest tbce to shewe me the causes 
oí the false blisíulnesse. For but-yif II I be 
Ligyled, thanne is thilke 20 the verray blisfuJ. 
nesse parfit,21 that parfitly maketh a man 
suffisaunt, mighty, bonourable, noble, and ful 
oí gladnesse. And, for tbou shalt wel knowe 
that I have wel understonden thise thinges 
with-in my herte, I knowe wcl that thilke blis
fulnesse, that may verrayly yeven I oon oí the 
forseyde thinges, sin 22 they ben al oon, I 
knowe, douteles, that thilke thing is the fulle 
Llisfulnesse." 

Philosophit. "O my norie," 11 quod she, 
"by this opinioun I seye II that thou art blisful, 
yií thou putte this ther-to that I shal scyn." u 

"Wbat is that?" quod l. 
"Trowest II thou that ther he any thing in 

thise erthcly mortal toumbling thingcs that 
may bringcn this estat ?" 

"Certes,'! quod I, "I trowe it naught;" and 
thou hast shewed me wcl that over 17 thilke 
good tber nis no-thing more to ben desired." 

1 
tbe I what I suprenÍe • may I give 

• promise 1 sede • think • one 10 singly II nor 11 
truer II turn •• f1it, move II st·e 11 al once 

"true 11 promised II unless II that, that same 11 
perftct II sincc II nursling "say II bdicvt'!>t 

• not n beyond 

"Thise thinges tbanne," quod sbe, "that is 
to sey, erthely suflisaunce and power and 
swiche I thinges, either thcy semen 2 lykencs.ses 
of vcrray I good, or elles it scmeth that thcy 
yeve to mortal folk a maner oí goodes that ne 
ben nat parfit; but thilke good that is verray 
and parfit,• that may tbey nat yeven." 

"I acorde me wel," quod l. 
"Thanne," quod she, "for as mocbel I as 

thou hast knowen which is thilkc verray blisful
nesse, and eek I whiche 7 thilke thinges ben 
that lyen I falsly blisíulncssc, that is to seyn, 
that by deceitc semen 2 verray goodes, now 
behoveth thee to knowe wbcnnes ' and where 
thou mowe" sekc thilke verray blisíulnesse." 

"Ccrtes," quod I, "that desire I greetly, 
and have abiden II longc tyrne to herknen it." 

"But foras moche," quod she, "as it lyketh 12 

to my disciple Plato, in his book oí 'in Timeo,' 
that in right lite} thingcs men sholdcn bisechen 11 

the hclp oí God, what jugest thou that be now 
to done," so that we may dcserve to finde the 
sete 11 of thilke verray good ?" 

"Certes," quod I, "I deme 11 tbat we shollen 
clepen 17 thc Fader oí alle goodes; for with
outen him nis ther no i.:ng founden a-right." 

"Thou seyst a-right," quod she¡ and bigan 
anon to singen right thus: -

METRE IX 

"O thou Fader, creator of hevene and of 
erthcs, that govemest this world by perdur
able II resoun, that comaundest the tymes to 
gon •• from 20 sin 21 that age n hadde beginninge ¡ 
thou that dwellest thy-self ay stedeíast and 
stable, and yevest 11 alle otbre thinges to ben 
moeved; u ne foreine 21 causes necesseden H 

thee never to compoune 27 werk of floteringe u 
matere, but only the forme oí soverein 21 good 
y-set \\Íth-in thee with-<>ute envye, that moevede 
thee íreely. Thou that artalder-fa}'l\'St,'° beringe11 

thc faire world in thy thought, formedest ª this 
world to the lykcnesse semblable of that faire 
world in thy thought. Thou drawest al thing 
of thy soverein u ensaum pler, 11 and comaundest 
that tbis world, parfitliche" y-rnaked,11 have 

1 such I seem I true • perfcct I much I also 
7 of wbat sort I lie, impersonate • wbence 
1

0 mayst II abided, waited II picases II beseecb 
u do •• seat, dwelling-place II judge "call 
u pon, pray to •• cvcrlasting 11 go II forward 
11 sinre II finite time II givest " moved • external 
• compellc<l 17 compow 21 fluid II suprcme IO faircst 
oí ali 11 lx•arin¡¡ 12 didst form ta model "perfectly 
u made, formed 
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freely and absolut bis parfit parties.' Thou 
bindest the elements by noumbres propor
cionables, that the colde thinges mowen 2 

acorden with the hote thinges, and the drye 
thinges with the moiste thinges; that the fyr, 
that is purest, ne flee I nat over hye, ne that 
the hevinesse ne drawe nat adoun over lowe. 
the erthes that ben plounged in the wateres. 
Thou knittest to-gider the mene • sowle o[ 
treble kinde, moevinge • alle thinges, and 
devydest it by membres acordinge; and whan 
it is thus devyded, it hath asembled a moe
vinge • in-to two roundes;' it goth to tome 7 

ayein I to him-self, and envirouneth a ful deep 
thought, and tometh ' the hevene by sem
blable 10 image. Thou by evene-lyke II causes 
enhansest the sowles and the lasse 12 lyves, and, 
ablinge " hem heye u by lighte cartes, 11 thou 
sowest II hem in-to hevene and in-to erthe; and 
whan they ben converted '7 to thee by thy 
benigne lawe, thou makest hem retome ayein 11 

to thee by ayein-ledinge II fyr. 
"O Fader, yive 20 thou to the thougbt to 

styen 21 up in-to thy streite 22 sete,23 and graunte 
him to enviroune the welle of good; and, the 
lighte y-founde, graunte him to fichen 1

• the 
clere sightes of bis corage 21 in thee. And 
scater thou and to-breke 11 thou the weightes 
and the cloudes of erthely hevinesse, and 
shyne thou by thy brightnesse. For thou art 
deemesse; thou art peysible 27 reste to debo
naire 28 folk; thou thy-self art biginninge, 
berer, leder, path, and terme; 29 to loke on 
thee, that is our ende." ªº 

REGINALD PECOCK (1395 ?- 1460 ?) 

THE REPRESSOR OF OVER MUCH 
BLAMING OF THE CLERGY 

PART l. CHAP. XIII 

A greet cause whi thei of the lay parti wbich 
han 1' usid the hool 12 Bible or oonli tbe Newe 
Testament in her modris ss langage han 11 

holde" the seid • opinioun was this, tbat tbe 

1 parts 2 may I fly ' mean, middle • mov• 
ing • orbs 7 turn I back 9 turns 10 similar 
11 like 12 lesser II abling, raising 14 high 11 vehi
clcs (for the souls) 11 plantest 17 turned 18 again 
19 rcductivc, leading back ao give, grant •• mount 
12 narrow n seat •• fix "heart lll break to picces 
27 peaceful 18 right-thoul(hted III end ao purpose 
" have 82 whole II mothers' " held P said 

reeding in the Bible, namelich ' in the his
torial parties of the Oold Testament and oí the 
Newe, is miche 2 delectable and sweete, and 
drawitb the reders into a devocioun anda !ove 
to God and fro ]ove and deinte • of the world; 
as y• have had her-of experience upon suche 
reders and upon her• now-seid' disposicioun. 
And thanne bi-cause that the seid reecling was 
to hem so graceful, and so delectable, and into 
the seid I eende so profitable, it fil into her• 
conceit 1 forto trowe I ful soone, enformyng 
and tising • ther-to unsufficientQ} leerned 
clerkis, that God bad mad or purveied the 
Bible to mennis bihove 10 after II as it were or 
bi the utterist 12 degre of bis power and kun
nyng 13 for to so ordeyne, and therfore al the 
hoole •• Bible (or, as summen trowiden,1

' the 
Newe Tcstament) schulde conteyne al that is 
to be doon in the lawc and service to God bi 
Cristen men, withoute nede to have ther-with 
en y doctrine. 11 Yhe, 17 and if y• schal seie 18 

what hath be 1
' seid to myn owne beering, 

sotheli 20 it hath be seid to me thus, "that 
nevere man errid bi reding or stucliyng in the 
Bible, neitbcr eny man rnyghte erre bi reeding 
in the Bible, and that for such cause as is now 
seid:" notwithstoncling that ther is no book 
writen in the world bi which a man schal rather 
take an occasioun forto erre, and that for ful 
gode and open trewe causis, whiche ben spoken 
and expressid in the ij. parti 21 of the book 
clepid " Tlie Ji,st A pprisitig oj H olí Scripture.21 

But certis thei tooken her' mark amys: for 
thei puttiden 24al her motyve 26 in heraffeccioun 
or wil forto so trowe; 1 and not in her• intel
leccioun or resoun; and in lijk maner doon 
wommen, for thei reulen hem silf as it were in 
alle her governauncis aftir her affeccioun and 
not aftir resoun, or more aftir affeccioun Iban 
after doom 21 of resoun; bicause that affeccioun 
in hem is ful strong and resouo in hem is litle, 
as for the more parti of wommen. 

And therfore e~n right as a man jugid 
amys and were foule begilid and took his 
mark amys,· if he schulde trowe tbat in hony 
were al the cheer, al the comfort, al the thrift 
which is in al other mete, bi-cause th:it hony is 
swettist to him of alle othere melis; so he is 
begilid and takith his mark amys, if he therfore 

1 especially I much, very I delight •I • their 
o said 7 imagination I bclieve • enticing 
'º bchoof II according 11 uttermost 11 ability 
tt whole II believed "teaching 17 yea 11 say 
19 bcen 20 truly 21 part 12 called II a book by 
Pecock :u put " motive • decision 
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trowe th_at in Holi Scripture is al the doctrine 
necessa_ne to man. for to serve God and forto 
~epe h_LS l~we; b1 cause that Holi Scripture 
1s so m1<;he delectable, and for 2 that bi thilk a 
delectaooun he bringith yn myche cheer and 
coumfort and strengthith the wil forto the more 
do and suffre for God. And so me thinkith 
to suche men _good counseil were forto seie to 
he~, t~at the1 be waar of childrenys perel,4 
whlch LS that bi-cause children !oven sweete 
m~tis and drinkis ful miche, therfore whanne 
the1 comen to feestis thei feeden hern with 
sweete ~t~nding-potagis • and with sweete 
bake-metis, and leven 7 othere substancial 
~d necessarie metis; trowing e that bi so 
m1che t~o • sweete meetis ben the more holsum, 
ho~ mtche more thei ben swetter than othere 
metis: ªº? therfore at the laste thei geten to 
hem lherbi bot~e l?S5e of dewe nurisching and 
also sllII!-tyme vdorue.ª° Certis in lijk maner y 
h~ve ~ste suche men, that han II so over 
m1che yeven hem u to reding in the Bible 
aloone, have gete to hem losse u of sufficient 
an~ p~ofitable leemyng which in other wheris " 
the1 m1ghten have gete, ia and also vilonie forto 
avowe and warante that thei couthen i1 the 
trewe_ sentence ia and trewe understoncling of 
the B1ble, whanne and where thei not couthen u 
so understonde, neither couthen u mentene 20 

, mucb, ,very . 2 beca use • thal same • peri!, 
::er . A dul,, made wriously of boiled apples, 

'1111~, lumey or sugar and curra11ls al11u>nds tk!ecspes are given in Two Fifteenth Centur-,; 
, hooks, pp. 1 5 and 29· • pies and pasties 

11 
neglcct 8 thinking • those 10 injury II have 
mucb ,1 devoted themselves "loss •• wheres i e 

places "got 17 knew 11 meaning 19 cou!d 20 mam'~ 

what thei ther ynne understoden, and also 
forto a~owe and warante that in the Bible 
were m1che more and profitabiler and of other 
soort kunnyng I than can ther-yn be founde 
And therfore to alle suche men mai· be .d· 

h . 'd set w at 1s se1 Proverbs XXV." c.: in sentence 
~hus: Tho1i hast founde hony, ete tlteroj wluú 
is y11~ugh a11d no more; lest tltou O'IJcrjillid 
c~sle _it iip out ayen,• and tha,me is it to llzet 
v1lo11_ie: and wh~t is writen aftir in the sam( 
ch_ap1ter there m sentence thus: Forto ele 
multe oj ltony is not good to tlie eter. So that 
whanne-evere thou takist upon thee forto 
understonde ferther in tbe Bible than thi wit • 
may or ~ therto suffice withoute help of a 
substanoal clerk, thanne etist thou of hony 
~or~ than Y?ough, and doost ayens • the 
b1ddmg of ~mt Poul, Romans xijº. c. soone 
after _the btgynnyng.• And whanne thou 
atten~st forto leerne Holi Scripture, and 
attendLSt not t~er-w!th forto have eny other 
leernyng of ph1lsoph1e or of divynite bi thin 
own~ studie . in bookis ther-of maad 1 or bi 
techmg and rnformacioun of sum sad clerk a 
yovun • to thee, thanne thou etist hony aloon 
an~ feedist thee with hony oonli. And this 
f~dmg sc~al turne into thin 10 unhoolsumnes,11 

nght as 1f thou schuldist ete in boclili maner 
noon other mete tha.n hony, it schulde not be 
to thee hoolsum. 

, 
1 ~owledge 2 Chap. 25 1 again • intelligence 

agamst • Romans 12 : 3~ 7 made • trustwortb r 
scholar 9 given 10 thine II ill health 


