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Business Letters. 

2a, Providencia 13. 

Mexico. 

January, 19 1903. 
Messrs. Young and Co. 

San Francisco. 

Gentlemen;-

We are in receipt of your letter of the 8th. inst. and, 
in reply, we beg to say that the goods you mention are 
not at present obtainable, owing to the closing of the 
factory at which they are made. This is only a tempor­
ary matter; and we bave been informed this morning 
that it is more than probable that operations will be 
resumed to•morrow or the next day, wben we will put 
your order in hand, and hurry it on with all possible 
speed. 

We regret very much that we are Ín this unfortunate 
position: but, it arises from circumstances, over wbich 
we have no possible control. 

Trusting the dela y will not put you to any great in­
coiJ.venience, 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Y ours verv truly, 

J. González y Cia, 
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2\IO LETTERS 

me gives me the most unqualified satisfaction. Please 
send me th.ree more, lor which I enclose cheque on Na­
tional Bank. 

I shall have the grea test pleasure in recommending 
the Elgin Watch to all my friends. 

Mrs. H. Adams, 
Pachuca. 

Madam;-

Yours very truly, 
J. Hammond. 

Calle de Tacuba, 5 
Mexico, 

November 5, 1903. 

We extremely regret that you should have any cause 
of complaint in connection with the g-oods we sen! you 
las! week. We were most careful in packing them, and 
we can assure you that they left our house in perfectly 
good condition. We can attribute the damage to nothing 
else but the carelessness of the Railway officials. We 
have been to the office of the Company, and have shown 
them your letter; they have promised to look into the 
matter, and we will inlorm you in a few days of tbe 
result of their enquiry, 

Meanwbile we will ask you to make out a careful list 
of the articles iujured, together with !he price of each, 
and we will credit you for the total amount of the damage. 

Again expressing our regre¡ for the inconvenience 
caused you, 

We remain, Madam, 
Yours very respectfully, 

J. Horn &- Co. 
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35 Calle Iturbide. 
Mexico. 

March 3, 1903. 
Messrs. J. Hammond & Co. 

Gentlemen;-
Seeing from an advertisement in this morning 's Paper 

lhat you are in want of a Stenograpber, I beg, most res­
pectfully to offer you my services, and to state, that I 
learned Sborthand in London at one of the largest 
schools in that city, where I obtain,w a Speed Certifica te 
for 150 words a minute. Since leaving that school five 
years ago, I have held various positions as Stenographer, 
as you will see by the lestimonials I endose, and beg to 
submit for your consideration. I have been in this city 
for six roonths, during which time I have occupied my­
self in acquiring a more perfect knowledge of the Span­
ish language than I possessed on my arrival; and I have 
also learned Spanish Shorthand, which I am able to 
write at the rate of about 120 words a minute. 

Should you require any inlormation as to my charac­
ter, I beg to refer you to the gentlemen of this city whose 
names are on the enclosed paper and who know me well. 

I shall be bappy to cal! upon you al any time you may 
be pleased to appoint. 

I am, 
Gentlemen, 

Yours very respectfully, 
D. Roberls. 

Social Letters. 
The School. 

Nov. 5, 1903. 
My dear Father and mother;-

I am writing to tell you how very happy I am at this 
19 
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2a. Mina. 25 

My dear old friend ;­
Jan 16, 1903. 

Mrs. O. and I will be only too glad to accept your 
)<ind invitation for Tuesday. 

A few days ago I bought a very fine old violín at a 
second-hand shop. It is really a beauty. You will say so 
when you bear it. It is one of the sweetest toned instru­
ments I ever played on. I was coming round to show 
it to you, andsball be deligbted to letyou know itsqual­
ities on Tuesday. Do you know a song called "Tbree 
jolly Britons?" I will bring it on Tuesday. Witb kind 
regards, 

Sir;-

Yours very sincerely, 
J. 0/iv,r. 

Official letters. 

Department of Public Instruction, 
Mexico. 

March 3. 1903. 

In reply to your letter, I beg to inform you that, at the 
recent examination of candidates for tbe position of 
Professor of French in tbe Normal School, yo u were 
placed second in order of merit. You will receive due 
notice, should a vacancy occur. 

M on J, Arna u e!, 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Justo Sierra, 

Subsecretary. 

Mr. J. H. Brown. 
Sir;-

LETTERS 295 

Department of Agriculture, 
Mexico, 

August 24. 1903. 

In tbanking you for tbe specimens you were good 
enough to send to the Department, I will ask you to 
to !et me know whether you obtained said specimens 
from theneighbourbood of Morelia or from Pachuca?My 
reason for asking you is that, a few weeks ago, a gentle­
man from the latter place sent us a package of seed very 
similar to that received from you. The similarity is so 
striking tbat we are anxious to have sorne accurate in­
formation on the matter, 

Again thanking you, 

Mr. H. Janes, 
Tula. 

Dear Sir;-

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

H. Gonzalez, 
Secretary. 

Head Office, 
Mexican Central Railway, 

Mexico, 

I have the pleasure to inform you that you have tbis 
day been appointed by our Board ofDirectors, Assistant 
Superintendent of what will be known as tbe Tula-Pachu­
ca Division of our Line, situated in Section 3. 

Your territory will consist of wbat befare was called 
Tbe Pachuca Main, and of that portian of the Line 
extending as far as San Juan del Rio, 
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previously had the honor o! delivering to you a copy, to 
the effect tbat my govemment would present to Your 
Excelleocy 's government a plan to render unilorm, to a 
certain exknt, the monetary systems of the nations 
which at present use silver, I have received the neces• 
sary instructions to set fortb the ideas of my government 
witb regard to the adoption of a common plan on the 
part of the United States and tbe otber 'governments 
which are chiefly interested in this connection- These 
ideas are explained in tbe memorandum whicb I have the 
honor to endose. 

Tbe government of Mexico would be glad to secure 
the co-operation of the United Sta tes government in this 
matter in such form as tbe lat,er may deem most expe• 

dient and earnestly hopes that its suggestions may merit 
special consideration on the part of Your Excellency's 
government. 

In this connection it is gratifying to me to reiterate 
to Y our Excellency the assurances of my highest conside-

ration. 

To His Excellency John Hay, 
Secretary of State, etc." 

Manuel Azpiroz. 

ftutnor$ and ro6tt m6ntlon6d In tbli; l>Ook. 

Addist>n, Joseph (1672-1719) was tbe son 
of the Dean of Licbfield. He went to Oxford Uni­
versity at tbe age of fifteen, and ultimately be­
carne fellow of bis college. He lived in wbat wa11 
called tbe Augustan age of Englisb literature" 
When the Duke of Marlborougb won his famous 
battles, Addison wrote a poem called Tite Cam­
paign. He beld severa! government appointments, 
and hada pension of 1," 300 ayear. His cbief work 
was Tke Spectator in whicb he was assisted by 
Steele. The character of Sir Roger de Coverley 
is one of bis masterpieces. Tke Spectator came 
out in small leaflets, and was published two or 
tbree times a week. Tite 'ratler was anotbor 
publication of the same kind. Addison wrote a. 
play called Cato. 

He was buried in Poets' Comer in WestlllÚl:, 
eter Abbey. 

Bunyan,John (1628-1688) born at Elstq,v: 
piall village in Bedfordshire. He was a tin .., 
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afterwards went to the Leyden U niversity to 
study medicine; but he never applied himself 
seriously to his studies. He wandered about the 
continent of Europe, playing a flute to earn 
enough money to keep himself. He was very im­
provident anda great spendthrift. At lasthe mad, 
bis wa y to London and wrote bis poems T!ze Tra­
veller, and The Deserted Vi!lage, which were 
very well received. He also wrote a play called 
She stoops to conquer and a History o/ Rome and 
of Englandalso a Natural History. His novel The 
Vicar of Wakefield is one of the most delightful 
books ever written. His Deserted Villlage, too, 
is one of the most popular of English Classics. 
He was a great friend of Dr. J ohnson. There is 
a tablet to his memory in Poets' Comer in West­
minster Abbey. 

Gray, Thomas (1716-1771) was the son of a 
brutal father, so that he had to depend u pon his 
mother and aunt, who were milliners, for his 
education. Through the influence of an uncle 
who was a professor at Eton College he was 
enabled to enter that school. One of his most 
beautiful poems is the Ode to Eton College. He 
afterwards went to Cambridge U niversity. He 
travelled in Europe with Sir Horace Walpole, 
and wrote accounts of his travels. He then 
returned to Cambridge and spent the rest of his 
life in study there. He wrote few poems, but 
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what he wrote are very fine. One of the best 
known is the Elegy in a country clzurchyard. 
General Wolfe who took Quebec from the 
French said he would rather have the honour of 
writing that poem than of taking Quebec. The 
Elegy was writtefi in th~ churchyard of a little 
village called Stoke Pogis in Berkshire, England, 
where Gray was afterwards buried. It is one of 
the most finished poems in the language. There 
is one iine in the piece, "The plowman !zome­
ward plods his weary way," that can be written 
twelve different ways without altering its mean­
ing. Try to write it. 

Hemans,Mrs. Felicia (1793-1835) wasthe 
daughter of a merchant of Liverpool. In her early 
days she lived among the mountains of Wales. 
She travelled in Italy, Spain, Portugal and Ger­
many. She was a great reader and a great lover 
of music and could play the harp and piano. She 
wrote her first poem at the age of fourteen. She 
married a Captain Hemans and had fivechildren. 
Her husband left her and lived in Rome. She 
was a great friend of the poet Wordsworth and 
also of Archbishop Whately of Dublin, in which 
city she died. 

Reble, J ohn ( 1792-1866). Author of The 
Christian Year, was the son of a clergyman. He 
was educated by his father, and went to Oriel 
College, Oxford, where he won great honours, 





308 AL'THORS ANO POlffS 

Perrt, the lljstory o/ Ferdinand and Isabel/a and 
Tlie History o/ Pliilip II o/ Spain. 

Payne, Joseph (1792-1852) was an Amer­
ican actor, and was born in New York. He went 
to London in 18 r 3 and met with great success. 
He earned large sums of money, but was always 
poor, on account of his spendthrift habits. He 
was American Consul at Tunis where he died 
and was buried; but his body was afterwards ex­
humed, taken to Washington and buried there 
with honours. 

Shakespere, William (1564-1616) was 
born at Stratford on Avon, a small town in War­
wickshire. The house in which he was born and 
the school he attended are still in existence. His 
father was a dealer in wool and mayor of the 
city. He received his education at the grammar 
school of the town. When he grew to manhood 
he made his way to London where he took part 
in theatricals. He afterwards became proprietor 
of the Globe Theatre and made a grea t deal of 
money. He retired to his native town and died 
there on the anniversary of his birthday. Hewrote 
more than thirty plays anda number ¡if sonnets. 
He was one of the greatest poets the world has 
ever seen, and his plays will be read and studied 
till the end of time. They are rarely put on the 
stage, as they cost enormous sums of money to 
rnount, and it is very difficult to find actorsclever 
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enough to take the parts. The mo$t successful 
Shakesperian actor of modern times is Sir Henry 
Irving. Others in the early part of the last cen­
tury were Macready, Booth, Fechter, C. Kean 
and Mrs. Siddons. 

Wolfe, Charles (1791-1823) was the son 
of an Irish clergyman. His poem was written 
when he was a student at Trinity College, Du­
blin, and first appeared in the newspapers. 
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