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A Ride to Tacubaya.

Ah! Mr Fisher, Good morning; where are
you going?—Mr. F. I am going to Tacubaya
on a little business.—That's fortunate, I am
going there too and shall be glad of your com-
pany. Let us wait here for the train. What a
lovely day it is! isn't it?—VYes, at this time of
the year, I think the weather i1s most enjoyable;
but here comes our train, I believe.—No, it is
a Tacuba train; well, ours will soon be here; so
long as I am at Tacubaya by 7.30, #¢ does not
matter; ™ 1 am to meet a gentleman who is
much occupied during the day. He is a very
punctual man, and if I am not at his house at
the time named, he will not wait for me: I know
he has another engagement at 9. Here comes a
train; what is it?>—Oh, it is a Tlaxpana train,
Here's another, a Colonia; and, still another, a
Reforma.—These trains seem to run regardless
of any kind of time table.—MNever mind, ¥ let us

{1) (2) No importa.
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have little patience; you know the old proverb,
Patience is a virtue. — Yes, thats all wvery
well; ¥ but, by exercising too much patience, I
may miss my appointment with Mr. Lopez.
What is the time?—It is just 7, and here comes
the Tacubaya train, Get in. What is that large
building on the left?—That is Belem, the prison;
it has accommodation for no less than four
thousand inmates, and it is always full, sad to
say.—Yes, there seems to be be a great deal of
crime among these unfortunate creatures; you
see them being led off in troops to the Police
Station, especially on Monday mornings. I have
seen as many as thirty in a party; chiefly, I
believe guilty of minor offences, quarrelling,
drunkenness, fighting. They are punished by
being made to do light work, such as sweeping
the streets, cleaning out offices &c.—Are not some
of these people adepts in the art of stealing? I
have heard so.—Yes, sad to relate, they are. But

we are all hoping for better things.—Is not that =

the new bull-ring?—VYes, it was opened last
Sunday, with cheap prices, $.75 sol.—I should
have thought there was not room for another
bull-ring in Mexico.—You are mistaken: bull-
fighting is the national sport, and people will
do almost anything to find money to gotoa bull-

(3) Esta es muy bien.
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fight, even go without food, ¥ pawn their watch-
es, borrow money. There is a perfect mania
for the sport among a certain class.—Did you
ever go to one?—Yes, and only one, it was quite
enough for me. I see, that, at Durango they
have forbidden women to enter a bhull-ring; I
think that is a very wise thing; it is certainly no
place for women and children.—The poor horses,
I am told, are the greatest sufferersin the sport.
People who know, say that the bull does not
suffer so much as one would imagine, because
he is in a state of excitement the whole time.—
There may be some truth in that; but 1 do not
like the bull-fight under any conditions. Every
one to his taste, you know. '

There is the historical Castle of Chapultepec.
I never pass it without thinking of the poor boy
martyrs of 1847. It was truly a slaughter of the
innocents. 1 was present at the annual Com-
memoration of that event, last September. It
was held in the beautiful amphitheatre in the
Castle grounds, and was one of the most impos-
ing ceremonies I have ever witnessed. (General
Diaz presided, and was accompanied by most of
the military authorities of the Republic. The
weather was perfect and seemed to lend its
aid to make the occasion worthy of the event

(4) ~ Ir sin alimemnto.
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to be celebrated. Some fine speeches were made
by “born orators’; and in those speeches there
was a remarkable absence of anything unfriend-
ly to the American people. But, what charm-

ed me most was a beautiful hymn composed -

expressly for the occasion, and sung by a num-

ber of school children, with a lovely accompani- 8

ment by the string band that was engaged for
the purpose. The exquisite rendering of that
charming composition has left an everlasting 1m-

pression on my memory. At the termination of

the ceremony, beautiful wreaths of flowers were

carried to the monument erected to the memory =

of these brave young fellows, and deposited

there by the President and his associates. It was

certainly a day to be remembered; a red letter

day in my life.—What is that stone work on the - !

left?—It is the remnant of a very fine aqueduct,
built by the Spaniards in the early days of their

rule here.
Mexico is spreading very fast in this direction;

in a short time there will be quite a large

township near Chapultepec; there is a great de-
mand for houses in the locality; and the Ger-
mans are building a fine school in the neighbour-
hood. It will be on the most modern plans, and
perfectly adapted to all necessary requirements
of to-day.

Well, here we are at our destination; I have
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f:njoyed your company very much.—The feeling
1s mutual I assure you.--Good-bye.

An early morning Visit,

Mr. Parker. Good morning, Mr. Smith; where
are you going so early? it is only half-past six; I
thought you never went to your officetill eight.

] Mr. Smith.—You may well Y be surprised; but the
fact 1s, I.am going to see a gentleman on very
b urgent private business, and 7 want to catch him @

before he goes to his office. With me, as with

' ._.h.im, time: is money; we are both very busy all
day-at this time of the year, especially so;and he
B has asked me to come to his house before he

goes to business, that we may talk over an im-
portant private matter.-Mr. P. Well, good-bye,
I won't detain you.-Mr. S. Good bye.—(Mr. S.

I arrives at the house of his friend Mr. Archer
'; and knocks at the door. Servant opensit.)-Mr. Si
3 Can I see Mr. Archer, please?-Ser. He is not
L down yet, sir.~Mr. S. Well, he expects me, so

you may tell him that Mr. Smith wishes to see

; him. (Mr. A. from the top of the stairs) Ah:

Good morning, friend; come up. (They shake

(1) Con razén
(2} Para asegurarme de verlo
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I am glad you have come early; we can¥

hands o
/ I am sure you wont

talk while I am dressing,
mind ©. y batl o
take a cold bath every morning: 1t 1s Very reirests
ing, especially at this season of the year. It is |
L to me that people in good health can3
eek, and sometimes longer, without’

> bath. But, that by the way “': now to business. ]

I received the letter I expected; and a very -4
portant letter it is. The owner of the property {
wants us both to go to Puebla to see the 1and.. It_
:s about two miles out of the city. Do you think§
| to get away for a few daysy
I think I cam

a mystery
go a whole w

[
you can manage ’
from your office?—Mr. S.ves,

As it happens ©, a friend of our head clerk 1s on

a visit from Veracruz; and, as he thorc.)ughly unl.--‘
derstands our business, I have very little doubt
that we can engage him to take my place for a
few days.—Mr. A. That is fortunate; when do
vou think we can go?—Mr. S, Let me[ ?ee, this’
gs Thursday; I think we might zenture ” to sayy

Monday. I daresay Ican arrange matters by

that time.—Mr. A.Good: then I will write to say.
we are coming. [ feel sure it will be a good

(3) Yo se que Ud. no tiene pada en conira.
(4) De paso

(3) Arreglar; dirigir

(6) Casualmente

(7) Arriesgar

I have just had my bath: you know I &
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"'_thing if we can manage to buy this property; I
. have heard nothing but what is favourable con-

cerning the land in that locality.—Mr. S. Do you
t think it would be possible to raise maguey on
b the ground?—I have not the slightest doubt of
b it; the plant flourishes splendidly, and people
b who grow it are making rapid fortunes,—Mr. S.
& A few days ago I heard, in conversation with a
& gentleman, that they had had two very bad sea-
b sons in that Jocality.—Mr. A. That depends
¢ upon what you mean by ‘bad seasons'’; 1 know for

B a/act®, that three gentleman in this business

& tleared ¥ twenty thousand dollars each, only two
& years ago: that doesnot sound very bad, does
i’ —Mr. S. No, certainly that is encouraging.
I What time does the train leave ™ Mexico for
B Puebla?—Mr. A. It starfs " at 7.45 I believe. —
b Mr. S. If T can manage to get away, where shall
L we meet?—Mr. A. As I am nearer to the station
# than you are, suppose you come here to break-
I fast, say,at 6.13,that will not be too early I sup-

‘pose.—Mr. S. Oh, dear no; you know that I am
‘ avery earlyriser,—Mr. A. Very well, that's settled,
& then. Shall I see you again before Monday?—Mr.
B S. Yes, I will drop in™ at your office to-morrow

(8) Con seguridad

{0) Ganar

{10 y 11) Salir

(12 y 18) Entrar improviso
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and let you know definitely whether I can go: but i &
: ] : - ‘then see, how tastefully sh [x6] .
I do not think there is the slightest doubt of . . ihing you cal}; Sﬂijfé tf??t; th'e table:
Good-bye.~Mr. A. Surely you are not going; you W matters.—Mr. S. grestlonr o Pl
s e M S Fdil i r. S. well, I don't wonder that you
must stay to breakfast with me.—=NIL. ». A ace so loud in your praises ) of your cook; she
not come here to put you to any inconvenience. W certainly is a treasure. But, what is the ti’me?-
LN 1A. Inconvenience, indeed! 7y dear febM Ny, ATt is 2 quarter paQt,e'i(rllt .Mr / The_n
[x ~ 1 T T A % ~ o) LTt 8
low, - HREECeR D little of you, t}’1at your COMSM shall just have time to get to the office: to-mor-
pany is quite a .pleasure: pray don't talk of incon=S8ow morning at nine I will Jook " and see yo
venience. Besides, I want you to see€ what 2. ‘1 : Y04,
; : B s I said: Good-bye.—Mr. A. good-bye
splendid cook we have. To one like me—I amiss .

not in the best of health-it is a consideration toS
have one’s food well cooked. The person I have &
has been in some of the best hotels in the cityif
I was fortunate in getting her: I pay her a good & A
salary; but 7 do not mind that: t4) she is worthift

all the money I give her:. She isreally invaluableis ® :
& stvuck Y by the peculiar name of of your store,

she has so many original ideas; one does not get b R i s .
the samekind of dish twodays in succession every i ady Smith. TO_ an Englishman, this name
B calls up rather painful recollections of the late

day something different: but you shall see, and

At the Grocer’s.

Good morning. Passing this way, [/ was

judge for yourself. Itis just half-past seven: shells South-African war. One of the most important

b events of that war, as you may be aware, was
§ the siege and relief of Ladysmith.—Yes, sir, I
" remember the circumstances.—Well, 1 did not
come here to give you a lecture, but to say that
I have just taken a house in this neighourhoed,
" and wish to open an account with you. We are

is always punctual; we shall find breakfast ready
I have no doubt: come along sl Now, 0
you think of that coffee? Is it not exce

not know how she makes it. These ome

too: just try them: they are perfectly deliciousd

[x6] Arreglar

= (17) Alabar mucho
14] No me importa 8

[14] P s i [18] Llamar

[15] Vamos E I (1) Me llam6 mucho la atencién.

(13) De buen corazon
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five in family, so our orders will be rather large. Yy being a little particular on this point: I think
—Thank you, sir; we shall be glad to wast it is always best, in business, to have a clear
upon ¥ you, and hope we shall give you satisfac- funderstanding at the outset; it avoids complica-
tion. May I ask you your name and address?— itions afterwards. We have to settle our bills
Certainly; here is my card, my name is Mallett, monthly, or we lose our credit with the mer-
and I was advised to come here, by my friend fchants; and it is only fair and just that we should
Mr. Johnson who kas dealt ¥ with you for the#éXpect our customers to mect their engage-
last year, and gﬁgcgkg very /fagg];{}r W of you.-—I Wments WS with us. — 1. much appreciate your

am sure we are much obliged to Mr. Johnson.— §8#aightforwardness ” in this matter: you need
1 notice that you speak English; I am glad of fiot apologise; an Englishman is never offended
that: though I speak Spanish fairly well, 1 pre- Iwhen a man speaks his mind, especially in bus-
fer to use my own language in giving orders,— finess transactions, provided ® it is not done in
Naturally so: all the employés in this establish- fan offensive manner. You will find me quite as
ment speak English. We take lessons three fstraightforward as you are: our accounts shall

times a week from an English gentleman,—How o€ 7z¢t ® promptly.—Thank you, sir. Do you re-
do you find time for that?—We receive the les- quire anything for immediate use?-—Yes, you
sons after working hours, from g to 10 at night. jay send me these goods; I have made a list of
—Indeed, that is very creditable to you; it shows/fihem. When can you let me have them?—When
you appreciate English.—Yes, sir, we find it a ‘ou please, sir, say within an hour, as you live
great advantage, as so many of our customers 80 near.— Thank you very much; my wife will
are Americans; I suppose you are aware that tall in the morning, and give you another order,
this is an American colony.—VYes, I know that. i much larger one. Good day.—Good day, sir.
Well. now to business: what are your terms?f—(Mrs. Mallet calls the next morning) The
—We have monthly accounts, sir, and these Shopman.— [Vhat is your pleasure, ™ madam?
accounts are StricTLy monthly. You will pardon &—

(6) Pagar las facturas.
[z] Servir, {7) Sinceridad.

[3] Tratar con (8) Sf.

[4] Hablar muy bien. —Honorablemente. {g) Pagado.

(5) Como es el pago? fre] Qué quiere Ud.?
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—My husband was here y esterday, and made charge 75 cents for a tin that costs only 15 cents

some zrrangement with you, I believe, about outr
supplies.

Yes, Ma'am; you are Mrs. Mallett, I pre-
sume: ™ we shall be very pleased fo wait "
on you.—Well, now, first of all I want some
of your very best biscuits: I see you have dif-

ferent kinds:; which can you recommend? —Of ¢

course, there are no biscuits like Huntley and

Palmer’s, and Peek, Frean’s, the well-known
English firms.—You are quite I‘lglllt: h.ow do -
you keep them?—We have them iz fin box-

g5, @ ma’am,—Send me two boxes of each of
this kind. Now I want some of your very best

tea: what have you?—Lipton's and Ridgway's

are the favourite here; and we can strongly re:

commend them them; they give general satisfac- 3§

. 3 ?-— : L’ . 3 )
tion—Do you ever mix these teas?—Yes, maam, @ ro. 0 mend?—Heinss ma'am are very good.—

very often: our customers like them mixed.— 3§

Please send me three two-pound tins of each.

fruits.—Yes, ma'am, they are mostly Ame-
rican.—1 suppose they are very dear here.—
Indeed they are; the duty we have to pay

on them is considerably more than t-he ori- §
ginal price of the article: We are obliged to ¢

(1) Yo creo.
(12) Servir.
(13) Hoja de lata.
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in The States; and that leaves us very little
profit.—You certainly astonish me; but #

L cannot be helped. " —1 can assure you madam,

that is a fact.—Well,(you may send me three cans
of apricots, three of apples, and four of peaches.
Now I want to set some fancy soaps.—We
have several kinds: here ate the samples.—
Is the old Brown Windsor among them?

- —Yes, maam, we sell a great deal of that.—

I will take twelve cakes of it and six of the gly-
cerine. Do you keep mineral waters, the ordin- .

b ary siphons?—Yes, ma'am.—Send me a doz-

en.—Please show me some canned fish.—We

» have kippered herrings, salmon, bloaters and
P others.—You may send me three tins of each of

those you mentioned. Which pickles do you

I prefer Crosse and Blackwell's: they are known

) all over the world. Send me four bottles of the
You seem to have a great assortment of tinned 3

mixed, and two of Lea and Perrin’s sauce, I

. think you keep whiskey.—Yes, ma'am, many
brands.—I like the Cyrus Noble; I will ask you
to let me have six pint bottles. I have given you
a rather large order; whencan I have the goods?
—This evening at five, will that be soon enough?
—Yes: I have not asked you the prices of some of

(x4) No puede evitarse.
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these goods, as I have your price list. I want
you to let me have the account with the goods;
I prefer to pay you for this first ordeF on
delivery of the things; that is, [ will Jook 7n ™
to-morrow and settle.—Thank you very much

ma'am; can we show you anything more before 3

you go?—Let me see, I forgot to ask you wh'eth-
er you have any good cheese.—Yes, maam,
here is some in this case.—Send me three pounds
of that kind. (Mrs. M. comes next morning)
I have called to settle my account.—Thank you
ma'am: as you are good enough to pay cash, we
shall be pleased to allow you a discount of ﬁ.ve
per cent. We hope the goods gave you satis-
faction.—Very much so, thank you. Good day-
Good day ma'am.

il e S

A friendly visit.

Mr. Taylor to the servant. Is Mrs. L?P?Z at
home? Yes, sir, what name, please?—Thisis my
card.—Will you walk into this room sir. —(Ser-
vant returns) Mrs. Lopez will be down ina few
minutes, sir.— Thank you.—Mrs. Lopez. Good

£ ; 4 LB
morning Mr, Taylor, you are guite a stranger,

(x5) Venir.
(1) Que milagro verle Vd!
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1 have been wondering © where you were all
this time. Pray be seated, and tell me all the
news.—I have been absent from Mexico for
about three months: I was called away at a few
hours’ notice on very urgent business, and had
not time to come and say Good-bye: you will
pardon me, I know.—Certainly; and where have
you been? if it is not a rude question.—I have
been to Coahuila, in a wild mining district, where
we got letters only twice a week, and sometimes
not that. —Pray, how did you spend your time
in such an out-of-the-way place’—Well, Ican
hardly tell you: I had a great deal of busi-
ness to transact, and that kept me occupied
during the day: but at night, I must confess it
Was very dull. " Fortunately, I took several
books with me, or I do not know what I should
have done. Then, I don't know whether you
are aware that I am writing a book on Mining;
and [ killed time in that way.—What kind of
Weather had you up there?—Perfectly delightful:
I cannot tell you how I enjoyed sitting in my
hut in the cool of the evening, just as the sun
went down, The lovely breezes from the moun-
tain seemed to give me an inspiration while I
was writing. I wrote about two hundred pages

(2) Yo estaba pensando,
(3) Triste.
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while I was away. The country is very rich; the
mines seem inexhaustible.—When did you re-
turn?,—Only last Wednesday; and since then
I have had scarcely a moment to spave. W 1

have been working hard to make up for lost§ |
time: I found a pile of letters on my office table, §

that nobody but myself was able to answer.
There were several telegrams, too, all of much
importance.—Have you overtaken your work? %
Yes, I finished only yesterday. How are the
children?—You will be glad to hear that ff-\rthur
distinguished himself at the last examination
at his school: he took the prize for Mathematics,

and was far ahead of the other boys in his class.

—That must be very gratifying to you.—Yes, ¥

indeed; the poor boy worked hard: in fact," I
thought 'kis /ealth would break down. © He

was very sanguine, and quite made up his- mind 3§
that he would come out at the top of the list. In
the class there was one boy who had special ad-

vantages: he had a private tutor for six months(;,‘
and made sure of the prize; but my boy deaf. ™

him by about forty marks.—Let me see; what 38
school does Arthur attend? The Lycée Four- 3

nier, but it is a long way from here, and he gets

(4) A mi no me sobra tiempo. .
(5) Se ha emparejado Vd. en su trabajo.
(6) Salud se quebrantaria,

(7) Ganar.
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home very late in the evening. I wish there
was a good school nearer.

Where does John go?—To an excellent private
school kept by two English gentlemen; the teach-
ing is very thorough, and all the lessons are in
English; by that means he learns the language
very easily; he is in an atmosphere of English all
day long. It is called University School.—T here
seems to be a perfect mania for learning English
at the present time, in this city.—Yes, you see it
18 almost indispensable in matters of business; we

» have so many transactions with our next-door

neighbours the Americans, and large numbers of

. them are settling in our Republic, so that, ina

very few years, I think English will be almost as
common as Spanish,—It certainly looks like it.
=Did you not say that your other son Richard
Went to the Normal School? Yes, that is an ex-

b cellent institution under the direction of a very

able gentleman; one of the most methodical men I

b éver knew. Everything in his office goes on like
L clockwork,

and theofficials under him are most
attentive and obliging to all comers. I think that
I 2 very important matter in a Public Govern-
ment office. This Normal School has lately been
almost rebuilt; new rooms have been added, the
old ones renovated, and all conveniences supplied

(8) Todo anda como un crondémetro,
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to render the establishment worthy of its name.

There is a most complete set of apparatus for
teaching all branches of Science. The instru-
mentsare keptin a beautiful room, one of the new
ones, and are of the very best.

What do youknow of the Grammar School?-—
It has made rapid strides lately under a very able
man, who does not leave a stone unturned  to
jucrease the popularity and efficiency of his
scheol. 1 hear, on good authority, that the num-
bers have more than doubled under his efficient
management,

I think Mexico should be proud of her educa- |
& it 1t 15 so long since we saw you, that it is a

tional institutions; the Preparatory, the Normal

and the Commercial establishments are splendid . ; 

specimens. Then there is the Conservatory of

Music, where instruction both in vocal and W

instrumental music is of the highest character.
All instruments are taught, and the tuition 18
entirely free. And, in addition to all these, we
have the School of Art: sothat, faking it altoge-

ther, @ Mexico is not a whit behind other nations 3 J

in these matters. Where does Edith' ‘go?—

To the Mary Keener Institute.—That is a =

very good school, is it not?—Yes, they have

a Kinder Garten, as well a High School De- | 3

partment, and the advanced pupils do very
(g) No deja titere con cabeza.
[10] En todo.
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- good work, work that would be a credit to a.ny

American school. Most of the teachers, I believe,
are from the States and the establishment is
under the auspices of an American Society.—
Qur conversation has developed into a discussion
on schools; I hope it is not tiresome to you.—On

- the contrary, nothing could be more interesting.

—How is your husband?—Very well, thank you;
he is busy just at present with the half-yearly
balance. The bank has hada most prosperous
half-year, and is in a very flourishing conldition:

¢ Lthink they intend enlarging the premises.—

I'am afrad I am tiring you.—Pray, don’t mention

pleasure to have such an interesting chat with

t you. Will you come and dine with us to-morz-

fow evening at seven? —Thank you very much:

I'shall be delighted to do so. Good day.—Good

b bye, Mr. Taylor.

A Mexican Fiesta.

Mr. Miller meets his friend Mr. Taylor at the
Railway Station. How do you do? How late the

: 'Frain is! I have been here for the last hour, anx-
§ ously expecting you.—Yes, we had along wait at
¥ Tula. There wasa large quantity of luggage to be




