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sword, and took great delight in witnessing the 
athletic exercises of the young nobility. Another 
building was used as a granary, and others as 
warehouses for the different articles of food and 
apparel contributed by the districts charged with 
the maintenance of the royal household. 

There were also edifices appropriated to ob• 
jectsof another kind.One was an immense aviary, 
in which birds nf splendid plumage were assem­
bled from ali parts of the empire. Three hundred 
attendants had charge of this aviary, who, in the 
moulting season were careful to collect the 
beautiful plumage to furnish the materials for 
the Aztec painter. A separate building was re• 
served for the fierce birds of prey. No less than 
:five hundred turkeys were a\lowed as food for 
these creatures. Adjoining these aviaries was a 
menagerie for wild animals. There was also a 
co\lection of reptiles and serpents, remarkable 
for their size and venemous qualities. The beas 
and birds of prey were provided with apartmen 
large enough to allow of their moving abou 
The whole was placed under the charge 
numerous keepers, who acquainted themselv 
with the habits of the prisoners, and provid 
for their comfort and clean\iness. 

There was also a strange collection of huma 
monsters, dwarfs, and other unfortunate perso 
of similar character. 
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Extensive gardens were spread out around 
these buildings, filled with fragrant shrubs and 
flowers, and especially with medicinal plants 
whose virtues were perfectly understood by th; 
Aztecs. 

In addition to the above there were ten Jarge 
tanks well stocked with fish, whose habits were 
carefully consulted by the keepers. 

But the most luxurious residence of the Aztec 
1'fonarch was the royal hill of Chapultepec, 
whose hase was, at that time, washed by the 
waters of Lake Texcoco. Moctezuma's gardens 
stretched for miles round the base of the hill. 

PART THIRD 

:he Market-place of Mexico was one of its 
cb1ef features at this time. I t was surrourided 
by deep porticoes, and the severa! articles had 
each its own quarter allotted to it. Here might 
~ seen cotton piled up in bales, or manufactured 
into dresses ~nd articles of domestic use, as tap­
estry, curtams, coverlets and the like. There 
Was the quarter assigned to the goldsmiths, 
where the purchaser might find various articles 
'of orn~ment or use formed of the precious metals, 
or cunous toys, made in imitation of birds and 
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Thedecisive Battle of Otumba. July 8th, 1520. 

The contest had now !asted for severa! hours. 
Cortés himself had received a second cut on 

the head, and his horse was so much injured 
that Cortés was compelled to dismount, and 
take one from the baggage train, who carried 
him well through the turmoil of the day. The 
sun rose high in the heavens and shed an 
intolerable heat over the plain. The Christians, 
weakened by sufferings, and faint from loss of 
blood, began to relax in their desperate exertions. 

Their enemies, constantly supported by fresh 
relays from the rear, were still in good heart, and, 
quick to perceive their advantage, pressed with 
redoubled force on the Spaniards. The horse 
fell back. The tide of battle was setting rapidly 
against the Christians. The fate of the day 
would soon be decided; and ali that now re­
mained for them seemed to be to sell their live 
as dearly as possible. 

At this critica! moment, Cortés, whose restless 
eye had been roving round the field in search of 
any object that might offer him the means of 
arresting the coming ruin, rising in his stirrups, 
sa~ at a distance, in the midst of the throng, the 
ch1ef, who from his dress and military cortége 
he knew must be the commander of the barbar­
ían forces. He was covered with a rich surcoat 
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of feather-work; anda bunch of beautiful plumes, 
gorgeously set in gold and precious stones, floated 
above his head. This chief, whose name was 
Cihuaca, was borne on a litter, and a body of 
young warriors, whose gay and ornamental dress­
es showed them to be the flower of the Indian 
nobles, stood round as a guard to his person. 

The eagle eye of Cortés no sooner fell on this 
personage than it lighted up with triumph. Turn­
ing quickly round to the cavaliers at his side 

' he pointed out the chief, exclaiming. "There is 
our mark. Follow and support me!" Then, 
shouting his war-cry. and striking his iron heel 
into his weary steed, he plunged headlong into the 
thickest of the pres,. His ene mies fell back, taken 
by surprise and dau.nted by the ferocity of the 
attack. Those who did not were pierced through 
with his lance or borne clown by the weight of 
his charger. The cavaliers followed clase in the 
rear. On they swept with the fury of a thunder­
bolt, cleaving the solid rank asunder, strewing 
their path with the dying and the dead, and 
bounding over every obstacle in their way. In a 
few minutes they were in the presence of the 
lndian commander, and Cortés, overturning his 
supporters, sprang forward with the strength of 
a !ion, and, striking him through with his lance, 
hurled him to the ground. A young cavalier, 
Juan de Salamanca, who had kept clase by his 





28 A VIStT TO THR CoLEGIO VtZCAINO IN }840 

itary operations. The star of Cortés was in the 
ascendant. Had it been otherwise, not a Spa.o­
iard would have survived that day to ten the 
bloody tale of the battle of OTUMBA. 

PRESCOTI. 

A. -visit to the Colegio Vizcaíno in 1840. 

A lady who spent two years in Mexico in the 
year 1840, describes her visit to this School in 
the following words:-

The Countess C .... having been kind enough 
to procure an order for permission to visit the 
Colegio Vizcaino, which I was anxious to see, 
we went there with a large party. 

This college, founded by the gratuitous chari­
ties of de Francisco de Echeveste, Manuel de 
Aldaco and Ambrosio de Méave from the pro­
vince of Biscay, is a splendid institution. It is 
an immense building of stone, in the form of a 
square, on the model, they say, of the palace of 
Madrid, and possesses in the highest degree 
that air of solidity and magnificence which dis­
tinguishes the Mexican edifices, and which, to­
gether with the width and regularity of the 

· streets, the vastness of the public squares, the 
total absence of ali paltry ornament, the balco­
nies with their bal ustrades and window-gratings 
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of solid iron and bronze, renders Mexico one of 
the noblest-looking cities in the world, 

The object of this college is to provide for the 
education of the children of Spaniar¡l.s, especial­
ly for the descendants of Biscayans, in Mex(co; 
a certain number being admitted upon apphca­
tion to the directors. There are female teachers 
in all the necessary branches, such as reading, 
writing, sewing, arithmetic, &c; but besides this, 
there is a part of the building with a separate 
entrance, where the children of the poor, of 
whatever country, are educa.ted gratis. They 
spend the day there, and go home in the even­
ing. The others are kept on the plan of a con­
vent and never leave the institution while they 
belo~g to it; but the building is so spacious and 
airy, with its great galleries, and vast court and 
fine fountains, garden and spacious azotea, that 
the children are perfectl y well off. There are 
portieres and sisters, pretty much as in a con­
vent; together with an old respectabl~ Rectora,­
and the most perfect order and cleanlmess pre-
vail through the whole establishment. . 

We first visited the poor scholars, passmg 
through the large halls where they ~at with _t~eirc 
teachers, divided into classes, sewmg, wntmg, 
embroidering, or casting up accounts, which ~ast 
accomplishment must, I think, be sorely agamst 
the Mexican genius. One of the teachers made 
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a Jittle girl present me with a hair cha in which she 
had just completed. Great order and decorum 
prevailed. Amongst the permanent scholars in 
the upper part of the lnstitution, there are sorne 
who embroider astonishingly well-surplices, altar­
hangings, in short, ali the church vestments,-in 
gold and silk. Ali the sleeping rooms are scru­
pulously neat and clean, with two green painted 
bedsteads in each, and a small parlour off it, fre­
quently ornamented with flowers and birds. The 
girls are taught to cook and iron, and make 
themselves generally useful, thus being fitted to 
become excellent wives to respectable men in 

their own rank of Jife. 
We visited the chapel, which is extremely 

rich and handsome, incrusted with gilding, and 
very large. The pupils and their teachers attend 
mass in the gallery above, which looks down 
u pon the chapel and has a grating before it. Here 
they have the organ, and various shrines, 
saints &c. We were afterwards shown into a 
great hall devoted to a differeÓt purpose, contain­
ing at one end a small theatre in which the pu­
pils act plays. Ali the walls of the long galleries 
are covered with old paintings on holy subjects, 
but man y of them are falling to pieces from damp 
or want of care. The building seems intermin­
able, and alter wandering ali through it for severa! 
hours, and visiting everything-from the garden 
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below where they gave rne a large bunch of ros­
es and carnations, to the azotea above, ,vhich 
looks down upon every street and church in 
Mexico-we were _not sorry to rest on the antique, 
h1gh-backed cha1rs of a handsome apartment 
the walls of which were hung with the portrait~ 
of the _different Spanish directors of the college 
111 anc1ent court costumes. Here we found that 
the directors had prepared a beautiful collation 
for ~s-fruit, ices, cakes, custards jellies, wines, 
&c, 111 great profusion. 

Rested and refreshed, we proceeded to visit 
the pupils at their different classes. At the writ­
ing class various specimens of that polite art 
were presented to us. T-hat of the e!der girls was 
generally bad, probably from their havin<Y entered 
thecollegelateinlife. That ofthe younge/~nes was 
much more tolerable. \Ve saw sorne really beau­
t1ful spec1mens of embroidery. Having returned 
to the hall where there was a piano, sorne of our 
party began to sing and play. 

lt is impossible to see any building of this size 
kept more perfectly clean and neat. These old 
Spanish institutions are certainly on a magnifi­
cent scale, though now for the most part neglect· 
ed and falling to ruin. 

Madame Calderón de la Barca. 
Scotch ":i!e of the first Spanish Mioister alter 

Me:n_can Independence: a personal 
fnend of Prescott tbe histc;rian. 
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Le¡:ends of The Streets Manrique & Tiburcio. 

Juan de Dios Peza tells in verse the followin<Y 
stories;-One <lay Cortés with a party of soldier: 
was passing through the street now called La 
Calle de Manrique, when :in old Aztec woman 
rushed up to him and roughly seized him by the 
beard. 

Cortés uttered a cry, and tried in vain to re­
l~ase himself from her grasp. Seeing bis awkward 
s1tuatlon, one of his soldiers came to the rescue · 
but, just as he was about to attack the old wo'. 
man, she suddenly dropped down dead, still 
clutching in her bony hand the beard of Cortés. 
Strange to say, it was found impossible to release 
the hand even after death. The soldier there­
fore drew his sword and severed the hand at the 
wrist. On learning the name of the soldier, Manri­
que, Cortés told him, that, in memory of this 
<leed, the street in which they now were should 
ever after be called La Calle de Manriq ue, and 
also gave him as a reward, a piece of land in the 
same street. 

In the Calle de Tiburcio once lived a very rich 
man named Don Suero Monclova y Galvez. He 
was born in Asturias. By careful attention to busi­
ness, he ha_d amassed a large fortune, and lived 
a very qmet hfe. He was a man of excellent 
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character, and was loved and respected by ali 
who J.;new him. He wasvery charitable; and those 
in distress never appealed to him in vain. He 
!ived man y years in ease and comfort on the large 
mcome derived from bis business, which was car­
ried on by two very confidential em ployés, Ti­
burcio, an adopted son, and Lopez. 

One morning, an old and devoted friend carne 
rushinginto Suero's room, cryingout, "Badnews! 
bad news! the two men in whom you placed so 
much trust have robbed you of everything, and 
have left the city, and gone, nobody knows 
where." 

"L; it possible," said Don Suero "that Tiburcio 
is an accom plice in the infamous deed; he whom 
I have raised from his cradle, and nourished 
as my own son?" "It is too true," said his friend. 

Poor Don Suero was sadly affiicted at the dread­
ful news, but bore his misfortune with resignation, 
and took no steps to prosecute the offenders; in 
fact, in was impossible to do so, as it was not 
known where they were. He, therefore, dismiss­
ed ali his servants except two; and these, out 
of affection and respect for him were happy to 
live with him, though he could afford to pay 
them but little for their services. 

It was a great consolation to Suero to find 
that ali his former friends still remained faithful 
to him, and treated him with the same respect 
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· and consideration that they had shown him in 

bis former state of prosperity. 
Matters went on thus for about six months, 

when, one morning, as Don Suero was sitting at 
his breakfast, withoµt a word of warning, Tibur­
cio rushed into the room, and threw himself 
at bis master's feet. He brought with him a large 
casket, containing the stolen money of six months 
before. 

He then told bis dear old master the true 
story of the robbery. He had not been an accom­
plice, but had followed the thief Lopez from 
place to place for six months, watching for a 
chance to be revenged on him for his horrible 
crime. The opportunity at last presented itself; 
he recovered the greaterpart of the stolen money 
and killed the villain. 

The poor old man was overcome with joy at 
the faithfulness of his servant, and, to perpetu­
ate the memory of the event, he said the street 
in which it happened should be called Calle de 
Tiburcio. 
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lllexico City in 1625 

INTERESTIXG ACCOUNT FRmt ME~OIRS OF A DO)!INl­

\;AN FRIAR 

The following description of the manners, cus­
toms and conditions in Mexico City early in the 
seventeenth century were gleaned from the lea ves 
of a diary wh1ch was kept by one of the Domini­
can friars, Tomas Gage, who visited this country 
in 1625. The ancient manuscripts have but 
recently come to light. In these days of the mod­
ern and progressive city of Mexico, these mem­
oirs are particularly interesting, as they will 
enable the reader to compare the past with the 
present, and look down through the vista of cen­
turies upan strange scenes, the vestiges of which 
may yet be seen to-day. He says: 

At the time of my stay in Mexico it was 
estimated that the number of Spanish residents 
reached the 40,aoo mark, ali of them so rich that 
more than half that number had a carriage; so 
that it was authoritatively stated that there were 
in the city of Mexico more than r 5, ooo priva te 
carnages. 

It is a proverb in the country that there are 
four beautiful things in the city of Mexico; the 
women, the garments, the horses and the streets. 
A fifth might be added, the equipages of the 
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