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of the Holy Ghost,” and in this recognition of spiritual leadershipg” e

lies the secret of their democracy. So this village tinker, with his
strength and sincerity, is presently the acknowledged leader of an
immense congregation, and his influence is felt throughout England.
It is a tribute to his power that, after the return of Charles 11, Bunyan
was the first to be prohibited from holding public meetings.
Concerning Bunyan's imprisonment in Bedford jail, which followed
his refusal to obey the law prohibiting religious meetings without the
authority of the Established Church, there is a difference of opinion.
‘That the law was unjust goes without saying ; but there was no reli-
gious persecution, as we understand the term. Bunyan was allowed to
worship when and how he pleased ; he was simply forbidden to hold
public meetings, which frequently became fierce denunciations of the
Established Church and government. His judges pleaded with Bunyan
to conform with the law. He refused, saying that when the Spirit
was upon him he must go up and down the land, calling on men
everywhere to repent. In his refusal we see much heroism, a little
obstinacy, and perhaps something of that desire for martyrdom which
tempts every spiritual leader. That his final sentence to indefinite

imprisonment was a hard blow to Bunyan is beyond question. He =
groaned aloud at the thought of his poor family, and especially at the

thought of leaving his little blind daughter :

I found myself a man encompassed with infirmities ; the parting was

like pulling the flesh from my bones. . . . Oh, the thoughts of the hard-
ship 1 thought my poor blind one might go under would break my heart

to pieces. Poor child, thought I, what sorrow thou- art like to have fof

thy portion in this world; thou must be beaten, must beg, suffer hunger, ==
cold, nakedness, and a thousand calamities, though I cannot now endure

that the wind should blow upon thee.

And then, because he thinks always in parables and seeks out mos!
cuious texts of Scripture, he speaks of “the two milch kine that

were to carry the ark of God into another country and leave their

calves behind them.” TPoor cows, poor Bunyan! Such is the mind
of this extraordinary man. -3
With characteristic diligence Bunyan set to work in prison making
shoe laces, and so earned a living for his family. His imprison ;
Jasted for nearly twelve years; but he saw his family frequently; a8
was for some time a regular preacher in the Baptist chure

1 Abridged from Grace Abounding, Part 3; Works (ed. 1873), P- 71-
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Robert Burton (1577-1640). Burton is famous chiefly as
the author of the Anatomy of Melancholy, one of the most
astonishing books in all literature, which appeared in 1621
Burton was a clergyman of the Established Church, an incom-
prehensible genius, given to broodings and melancholy and
to reading of every conceivable kind of literature. Thanks to
his wonderful memory, everything he read was stored up for
use or ornament, till his mind resembled a huge curiosity
shop. All his life he suffered from hypochondria, but curi-
ady to the stars rather than to his own.

f him that he used to suffer so from de-
und in medicine or thes

ously traced his mal
liver. It is related o
spondency that no help was to be fo
ology ; his only relie
the bargemen swear at one another.

Burton’s Anatomy was begun as a medical treatise on mot:
bidness, arranged and divided with all the exactness of the
schoolmen’s demonstration of doctrines ; but it turned out to
be an enormous hodgepodge of quotations an
to authors, known and unknown,
seemed to prove chiefly that “muc
the flesh.” By some freak of taste it became instantly popts

lar, and was procla
A few scholars still explore it wit
wealth ; but the style is hopeless
nary reader most of his numerous ref
meaning as a hyper-jacobian surface.

Sir Thomas Browne (1605-1682
who, after much study and travel, settled down to his profes-
sion in Norwich ; but even then he gave far more time to the

investigation of natural phenomena t
argely constituted the “art
known far and wide as a learned docto

cientific studies had placed him in
re liberal to

practices which 1 " of medicins

his day. He was
an honest man, whose s
vance of his age, and whose religious views we

point of heresy.

but heightened by the devil's e

* of a Physician (1642)

g sticcess may be due largel
_s‘@f religious works, it was one of the f

- a profound revelation, and whi he 2
1 ?;su.t?jects in a reverent, kindly C
_?s.j:lcal bias. It is sfill, therefo,re excell
S0t so much the matter ag the,: man

f was to go down to the river and hear

d references
living and dead, which
h study is a weariness 108

imed one of the greatest books in literature.

h delight, as a mine of classic
ly involved, and to the ordi- -
erences are NOW as Ull=s

- the matter of popular superstition

-~ ham inqui
am. It began as an Inquiry into the various

). Browne was 2 physician

han to the barbarous =
A 22lly place him with the gay Car

With this in mind, it i interesting to BOWE

THE PURITAN AGE
229

e €5 that t IS i i ()!() W
4 11 ; = ] = ost SC]E‘,ntlﬁC dO z as
3 once ca Ed tO gl\re expert t(‘fsti”l()ny iIl the case Of th Id
00

- wor i
women who were being tried for the

craft. He testified under oath that capital crime of witch-

tFhe fits were natural,
e ating with the wit

- te;:;:f he [t.he alleged devil] did the Villainii:tsc }’1’65’

ne's great work is the Religio Medici ie The Rei'. i

. i o igion

e ch met with most unusual success.

s was a book published in Britain.”

. ¥ ¥s, a chronicler who wr o

T, ~that made more noise than the

-~ Religlo
-~ Medici
Rote nearly a century
eligio Mediei” 1
; ts
y to the fact that, among thousands
which saw in nature
treated purely religious
tolerant way, without ecclesi-
ent reading ; but it is
ner —the charm, the
st‘yle — which has estab-
ssics of our literature.
e Vulgar Errors (1646), a
and credulous research in
L | and Urn Burial i
suggested by the discovery of Roman buria] urns a,taV\?r?aFlse
alsing-
but ended ; i i s |
%ﬁbitio ed mFa dissertation on the vanity of earthl S](q)f s
ambitions, ' i :
e rom a literary point of view it is Broy Pe -
i Th, ut 1s less read than the Re?zgrz'a Medici, e
omas Fuller (1608166 |
E _ 1). Fuller was a cler
oyalist whose lively style and witty observations “%3[\?1? ; atn -
natu-

I :
ks are The Holy War, T/MO ];'I;j poets. His best known

3 . _ ly State and the P
s Church History of Britain, and the Hz'stojy ’;f‘;’;
lory of the

‘ot
g e af England. The Holy and Profane State is chiefl
, the first part consisting of numerouz

-;gentleness, the remarkable prose
lished the book as one of the cla
p '.Fwo other works of Browne ar
‘tirious combination of scientific

e




. ENGLISH LITERATURE
230

ided. The Church History is not a §Ch01ar1y }rurozkfi::lt.

be avoic v gl author’s undoubted learning, b'flt is 1 ); |
Withsm“d.mf‘; o unt which has at least one v1rtu.e, tha e;d
o gO'SSle W der. The Woerthies, the most wxdel¥ ]1;:
elflt;'r té:rlzjsr]:sheisrzarac)} account of the important“tr:r;f;ln; -ng.:
o : 5 / jears, €O
b trat\;e)gf‘.::]hi?xzb;a:;ljrizg :z:md gain:mg a fr:lninflto:
. fromf 01‘25'0“:11 country. This, Witl.l his 0\-'(:-1’ ()lv:mr;g
e 13 -ous anecdotes and illustratm}‘ns, makeilal we);
h”;“ ?rti?:s?i\rll;krlcading. Indeed, we hardly find a dull page
and in ’
B “111:123:211‘2_13106“;\;)-l Taylor was the grea}’:estm(:i

- b oho made this period famous, a man w do,h_m-
e Clergymenclw noble ideal in storm and Ealm, an |of
Miltqn, L]p-hel b? He has been called * the bha‘lyiespgafo .
- ]“’ef} ;tngo“:{ .kind of Spenser in a cassock,” an
divines,
descriptions apply to h _
exuberant fancy and their n(;) e
oyt thfel 'sL]\:'!lc);ks t\bvo stand out as rep.xe,-_

Fro'm thﬁf k::f:e liigjzllifi:n(;el?: The Liberty of P?’Uﬂ:e:‘irzﬁ
?egtaéto)wcw;iich Hallam calls the first plea for toleran

1640),

I l oion, on a ( nprenens vE as 16‘ -S€ ed fou-n’
(8] l b 1 O C P
€ lbIO ) ] a]l(l n § S at

dathIlS, a“d 1 £ int!t‘é’ (Iﬂt{ L.IL?’UJL’S‘ Qfl]() LJI.I” 1650-

7 Living
] ublished in the following year. 7%e fj::if o ii
Dying, p s a single volume, was for many yea e
iy Dﬂ”tg, . English cottage. With Baxtmf § .S.azrzftcn coﬂ:,
?;"305"_ f ".;egmgr;ss and the King James Bible, it 0
ilgrinm v

. . r 0 A0 3

i he entire library e its gentle spirity

e read its noble words and breathe its ger ; gatp ‘
Ve : vere

e t help wishing that our modern libraries we

€ canno ions.
w ether on the same thoughtful four{clattztl))I:JSicst -l
togRichard Baxter (1615-1691). This

age’’ strongly suggests Bunyan in his life an

* mediate questions o

im very well. His writings, with theitss ~ lasting Res
i 3 R

ble diction, belong rather {0 :
2years, when he had saved a little money,

“kindly and readable appreciations of Don

f multitudes of Puritan homesy™ '_Steadi]y in appreciation,
mu j+

hered

d writings. Like

THE PURITAN AGE

. Bunyan, he was poor and uneducated, a nonconformist min-
ister, exposed continually to insult and persecution ; and, like
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. ged ways @ = ‘ s g . :
g8 AhFkn ma.rkt fronz the patriotic enthusiasm Of."l —
beth, resulting Iness and vigor of Elizabethan writings ,{han -
o hf’P;f_“ ; mber in character; it saddens rather
this period is sombe S
;25 losf the romantic impulse of ﬁlul :
it makes us think, rather than feel deeply.

entury between 1625 and s

f tlemendous COll[llLt. The [U itan slluggled fm

ished the Commonwe
“harles I, and establishe i
Lospanenttyn lasted but a few years, and t'he re;th:
the end of the Puritan period. s ;
Elizabethan period on oné SiG&S

Milton.

aking up of the ideals of polit-

s+ a1 and intellectuali 1 For titles and iblishers of reference work:
d become critical and in B8 this bool, au¢ publishers o
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~ In our study we have noted (1) the Transition Poets,

s chief; (2) the Song Writers, Campion and Breton ;
~ Poets, Wither and Giles Fletcher; (4) the Metaphysical

SHerbert; (5) the Cavalier Poets, Herrick, Carew, Lovela
(6) John Milton, his life, his early or Horton poems,
his last great poetical works; (7) John Bunyan, his extraordinary life, and his

o chief work, 7% Prlgrim’s Progress ; (8) the Minor Prose Writers, Burton, -
Browne, Fuller, Taylor, Baxter, and Walton. Three books selected from this

& group are Browne's Religio Medici, Taylor's #oly Living and Dying,
- Walton’s Complete Angler.

S
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of whom Danel
(3) the Spenserian
Poets, Donne and
ce, and Suckling;
his militant prose, and

and

Selections for Reading. Azilion.
* Penseroso, Comus, Lycidas, and selected Sonnets, —all in §
Classics ; same poems, more or less complete,
sopagitica and Treatise on Education, selections
- Arteopagitica in Arber's Eng
Universal Lihrary, etc,
Minor Poets. Selectior
Series; selections from He
lish Poetry, Golden Treasury. Oxford Book of Er
Silex Scintillans, in Temple Classics, also in the
Temple, in Everyman’s Library,
& Bunyan. The Pilgrim'’s Progress, in Standard English Classics, Pocket
?Clasgics, etc.; Grace Abounding, in Cassell’s National Library.

Minor Prose Writers. Wentworth’s Selections from Jeremy Taylor;
Erowne’s Religio Medici, Walton’s Complete Angler, both in Everyman’s
Iibrary. Temple Classics, etc. ; selections from Taylor, Browne, and Walton
Manly's English Prose, also in Gamett’s English Prose.

Bibliography,! History. Text-book, Mo
PP. 431464 ; Green, ch. 8; Traill;
Stecial Works. Wakeling’s King and Parliament (
pliner's The First Two Stuarts and the Purit
WPuritanism and jts Leaders ;
by Morley; Carlyle’s O]
 Literature, Saintshur
fan's The Age of Milto

Paradise Lost, books 1-2, L'Allegro, I1

tandard English
in various other series; Are-
, in M‘anly’s English Prose, or
lish Reprints, Clarendon Press Series, Mor]ey‘s

1s from Herrick, edited b

y Hale, in Athenzum Press
rrick, Lovelace, Don ne,

Herbert, etc., in Manly's Eng-
nglish Verse, ete. ; Vaughan’s

Aldine Series ; Herbert's The
Temple Classics, ete.

ntgomery, pp. 238-257; Cheyney,
Gardiner.

Oxford Manuals); Gar-
an Revolution; Tulloch’s English
Lives of Cromwell by Harrison, by Church, and
iver Cromwell’s Letters and Speeches.

y's Elizabethan Literature (extends to 1660) ; Master-
n; Dowden’s Puritan and Anglican,
Texts, Poetical Works, Globe edition, edited by Masson; Cam-
e Poets edition, edited by Moady ; English Prose Writings, edited by
Morley, in Carisbrooke Library; also in Bohn’s Standard Library,
Masson’s Life of John Milton (8 vols.); Life, by Garnett, by Pattison
Men of Letters). Raleigh’s Milton; Trent’s John Milton ; Corson’s
tion to Milton; Brooke's Milton, in
ell's Essays, in Among My Books, an
yin Essays in Criticism;

(Eng-
Intro-
Student’s Library; Macaulay's Milton ;-

din Latest Literary Essays; M. Amold’s
Dowden’s Essay, in Puritan and Anglican.

s, see General Bibliography at the end
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Cavalier Poets. Schelling's Seventeenth Century Lyrics, in Athenzum
Press Series; Cavalier and Courtier Lyrists, in Canterbury Poets Seriesy
Gosse’s Jacobean Poets; Lovelace, etc., in Library of Old Authors.

Donne. Poems, in Muses’ Library; Life,in Walton’s Lives, in Temple Classics, =

and in Morley’s Universal Library; Life, by Gosse; Jessup's John Donne;
Dowden's Essay, in New Studies Stephen’s Studies of a Biographer, vok 3

Herbert. Palmer's George Herbert; Poems and Prose Selections, eCiSg

by Rhys, in Canterbury Poets; Dowden's Essay, in Puritan and Anglican,

Bunyan. Brown’s John Bunyan, His Life, Times, and Works; Life, By§

Venables, and by Froude (English Men of Letters); Essays by Macaulay, byS
Dowden, supra, and by Woodberry, in Makers of Literature. 4
Jeremy Taylor. Holy Living, Holy Dying, in Temple Classics, and in Bohn's
Standard Library; Selections, edited by Wentworth; Life, by Heber, and by
Gosse (English Men of Letters); Dowden’s Essay, supra. i
Thomas Browne. Works, edited by Wilkin; the same, in Temple Classics®
and in Bohn's Library; Religio Medici, in Everyman’s Library; essay by

Pater, in Appreciations; by Dowden, supra; and by L. Stephen, in Hours ™

in a Library; Life, by Gosse (English Men of Letters).
Jzaak Wailton. Works, in Temple Classics, Cassell's Library, and Morley's
Library ; Introduction, in A. Lang’s Walton's Complete Angler; Lowell’

Essay, in Latest Literary Essays.

Suggestive Questions. I. What is meant by the Puritan period? W at
were the objects and the results of the Puritan movement in English history#
2. What are the main characteristics of the literature of this pe iod?

Compare it with Elizabethan literature. How did religion and politics
Puritan literature? Can you quote any passages oOf name any works W
justify your opinion ?

3. What is meant by the terms Cavalier poets, Spenserian poets, Mi
physical poets? Name the chief writers of each group. To whom aré
indebted for our first English hymn book? Would you call this a work of
literature? Why?

4. What are the qualities of Herrick’s poetry? What marked contrast
are found in Herrick and in nearly all the poets of this period?

5. Who was George Herbert? For what ‘purpose did he write ?
qualities are found in his poetry?

6. Tell briefly the story of Milton's life, What are the three periods
literary work? What is meant by the Horton poems? Compare “ LA
and 11 Penseroso.” Are there any Puritan ideals in *Comus™?

" * Lycidas " often put at the summit of English lyrical poetry ? Give the
idea or argument of Paradise Lost. What are the chief qualities of they
Describe in outline Paradise Regained and Samson Agonistes. What pesd
element entered into the latter? What quality strikes you most fo
Milton’s poetry? What occasioned Milton's prose works? Do they propé
belong to literature? Why? Compare Milton and Shakespeare with
to (1) knowledge of men, (2) ideals of life, (3) purpose in writing.

[ you read the story before st

4 of Bunyan’s style ?

Bi625, Charles I
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7 Tell the story of Bun
*his life and writings? Give t
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i ;
i:n s l-f.fe. What unusual elements are found in
I-“ﬂyima.:ng ]?t;raglif:\eerlt ]c[)f i‘lze Pilgrim’s Progress. 1t
A e ok SEE
el Wwhy you liked or disliked it.

hy is it a work for
all
age: ? What are the chief, qualities

8. Who are the mi

- & € minor prose writ i

e ers of this age? N

Bl O S v

y_our - d., mas Browne, and Izaak Walton
o eading any of these works ? '
pare in nterest with the poetry?
‘tomparison.) ‘

éme the chief works of
; an you describe fro

h %Iow t.loes the prose of this age co!::
(Milton is, of course, excepted in this
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Seventeenth Century

e ———
e ———————

Hisrory ‘
: LITERATURE
—_—
[ 1621, Burton's Anatomy of Melan-
choly

1623. Wither’s Hymn Book

 Parliament dissolved
1628. Petition of Right | 6
5 n . | 1629. Milton” Vati
30-1640. I\mg rules without Parlia- | 16*2—16411“”11 i ’on g Mtl\’ity
ment. Puritan migration to - T e
New England

|
[
lf 1632-1637. Milton’s Horton poems

Long Parliament
. Civil War begi
gins
i } 1642. Browne’s Religio Medici
» Press censorshi
e lp : | 1644. Milton’s Ar itic
Naseby; triumph of | i
Puritans l ;
Es;:&cutio‘n of Charles I. Cava-
ier migration to Virginia
1660. Commonwealth

1649. Milton’s Tenure of Kings

1650. Baxter's Saints’ Rest.
Taylor's Holy Livin

1651. Hobbes’s Leviathan 3

1653. Walton's Complete Angler

Jeremy

3-1658. Cromwell, Protector
1660. Richard Cromwell

Restorati Cha
1on of Charles II 1663-1694. Dryden’s dramas (next

chapter)
1666. Bunyan's Grace Aboundin
1667. Paradise Lost %
1674. Death of Milton
1678. Pilgrim’s Progress published
(written earlier)




