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38 ENGLISH LITERATURE

human nature does he emphasize? Make a little comparison between Chaucer
and Shakespeare, having in mind (1) the characters described by both poets;
(2) their knowledge of human nature, (3) the sources of their plots, (4) the
interest of their works.
6. Describe briefly Piers Plowman and its author, Why is the poem called

* the gospel of the poor »7 What message does it contain for daily labor?
Does it apply to any modem conditions? Note any resemblance in ideas
between Piers Plowman and such modern works as Carlyle's Past and Pres

ent, Kingsley’s Alton Locke, Morris's Dream of John Ball, etc.

7. For what is Wyeclif remarkable in literature? How did his work affect
our language? Note resemblances and differences between Wyclif and the
Puritans.

8. What is Mandez

condition of the age? What essential difference do

book and Gulliver's Travels ?

ille's Travels? What light does it throw on the mental
you note between this

CHRONOLOGY, FOU RTEENTH CENTURY

HIsSTORY

LITERATURE

1327. Edward 111 |
1338. Beginning of Hundred Years' l
War with France 1340(?). Birth of Chaucer
1347. Capture of Calais \
1348-1349. Black Death 56 L
W 59. Chaucer in French War
6o-1370. Chaucer’s early or Frenc

I3
13
13

\ 0

‘ period
Winchester College, first great |
“5.(.‘.haucer’s;\{iddle or I talian

1373
public school | 1370-13¢

period I

Richard II. Wyclif and the |
Lollards begin Reformation |
in England

1381. Peasant Rebellion. Wat Tyler | 1385-1400. Canterbury Tales

| 1382, First complete Bible in English
| 1400. Death of Chaucer ‘

' (Dante’s Divina Commedia, 8

1310; Petrarch’s sonnets &S
poems, 1325-1374; B a0

cio’s tales, ¢. 1350.)

1377 '
1362-1395. Piers Plowman

1399. Deposition of Richard II.
Henry IV chosen by Parliament

6. Mandeville’s Travels |

CHAPTER V
THE REVIVAL OF LEARNING

I. HISTORY OF THE PERIOD

Political Chan 20
ges. The centy
Bt (1 100-1< <o) i iry and a half following the
e iand( :’; 5“«:3?)? o)I 1 the most volcanic period of lgnglish(lﬁ?tth of
, - )}- vast Cha]] es el Naidi = . S Dl'y.
accumulation of national power ; ges, mnseparable from the rapid

but sinc ;
gerous of gifts o Since power is the 1 :
seem at ﬁg until men have learned to control j e
tst o have no specific it, these changes

ol Ve 10 specific aim or direction. Henry V — whos
e tin%gioih {li]:f{ i’!std;plcted by Shakespeare, was gv;;ical ‘(;F?;e
e thé.]t e‘ro\;.urope feel the might of the new narionael5
e g m‘g and u_mul_v spirit from rebellion

) 15 army abroad, in the apparently impossib?tz

attempt to gain for hi

. % or himself three things )

i Fis ¢ things: a French wife, a Frenc

fought i;l I the French crown itself. The battle of A o

e F%a : Aginc j

o id‘,l,j‘“tnct five years later, by the Treaty of 'J'rgv (Ol}['rt i

g s right to all his outrageous demand TS
kn ‘ ands.

e .e] S o - y
1
lll useless SS ‘)(‘the te I]{ st U.’OD‘IC on l‘rel](.h SOI] 18 Sh()“n ]J

e a!l. 1ts results were swept away., W .
Boglang, : m,a Ilt?;t mg his son heir to the crowns of 1&2«?6“[5
B e g“‘;;ul.t recumbent statue with head of p:lre‘ sjirl‘.[-]
s “”;5 minster Abbey to commemorate his victori e‘r
R ;Cd ]}resently stolen, and the loss is typical of e;‘i
a king, a Pllppeggin thor.h His son, Henry VI, was but the shat[on‘i)f
e rmle -z1nd.~;.of powerful nobles, who seized th
hisf()reign Poksse%i 2 ‘c thned it to self-destruction, P.'Iean\\~—}1j[e ﬁ
B ]o-m?fb were won back by the French under the ma ; -
B R,ngei .~\-rc. (,ad‘e's Rebellion (1 450) and the hiolfim
of B “-as.\-]‘.ol( 14135—1485 ). are names to show how the ene :
lost its balance \\vh:];t ,"r(.ie.‘itrolymg itself, like a great engine that ;lgy
Which had, howeve et}‘r\] h? f”g.htf“] reign of Richard 111 fo}l;’“' 35
B = I;]f ll.s redee{mng quality, that it marked the endeoi,?
it Enéjish-(ne::izu;;;on Of, feudalism, and made possible a
sz(r;llment under the popular Tudors.
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In the long reign of Henry VIII the changes are less violent, but
have more purpose and signific

increase in the national power at home and abroad, by the entrance

of the Reformation “ by a side door,” and by the final separation of 8
England from all ecclesiastical bondage in Parliament’s famous Act
of Supremacy. In previous reigns chivalry and the old feudal sys=8
tem had practically been banished ; now monasticism, the third
medizeval institution with its mixed evil and good, received its death-
blow in the wholesale suppression of the monasteries and the Tés
moval of abbots from the House of Lords. Notwithstanding the evil
character of the king and the hypocrisy of proclaiming such a cres
ture the head of any church or the defender of any faith, we acquiesce

and teanflated out of fomfle in &0 englp(Xle the
vif) Dap of Jupn the pere of ow Lo2b &) fiy € lpepv) / and
fix £i2t pere of the tegne of hpng hazap te wi)/ nD enppn
oD the 2 Dap Of ¥ ape after) et

Faug Do

SPECIMEN OF CAXTON'S PRINTING IN THE YEAR 1486

silently in Stubb’s declaration® that
reatest debts to men from whose memory the world recoils.”

While England during t onstant political strifel
yet rising slowly, like the spi
national greatness, intellectually it moved forward with bewildering
rapidity. Printing was brought to England by Caxton (¢. 1476), an
for the first time in history it was possible for a book or an idea i
reach the whole nation. Schools and universities were established il
place of the old monasteries ; Greek ideas and Greek culture came
to England in the Renaissance,
ned in the Reformation. The gre

his period was in ¢

Wwas

and man’s spiritual freedom W&
proclair at names of the period are
numerous and significant, bu
bly the very turmoil of the age
for literature is one of the ar
meditation rather than activity, an
sance had first to be lived before it cou
literature of the Elizabethan period.

1 Constitutional History of England.

prevented any literary developm

d the stirring life of the Ren
1d express itself in the new

.ance. His age is marked by a steady

*the world owes some of its §

iral flight of an eagle, to heights o™

t literature is strangely silent. Probig

ts of peace; it requires quiet am
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The Revival of Learni v -
broadest sense, that ﬂ‘;';glg.l ]h? Revival of Learning denotes, in its
the darkness ;)f theg M l;?] enlightenment of the human mind after
B s which o lf( le Ages. The names Renaissance and
properly a,narroweLr (,) ten ﬂl.)[}ilec'l‘to the same movement, have
i Writer:i,g:lntx([:(_gnce. The term Renaissance, t}1011gh
Middie Ages 'to " 1;”7] . einote!the: whole transition from the
o o rerltﬂtt'em world,” ! is more correctly applied to
B models in the ;0 .lt“g from the discovery and imitation of
-'aPPHES to the revival 01;] (]jer.]ﬁh a.nd fifteenth centuries. Humanism
R Gollovin ti;e .Caamc literature, and was so called by its
the study of the %iag\- ‘e:‘\?mple of Petrarch, because they held that
writings,” rather th- 5’1(_,h,hiﬁ'}'(£‘ humaniores,— i.e. the * more human
promoting the lar efsl;l]t : 01(.1 theology, — was the best means of
o to Cot‘ergthe ::i:niqn interests. We use the term Revival of
ing to Lamartine, that ole movement, whose essence was, accord-
and, according t(; Taine ut]]?]:t S hims?lf and the universe,”
upev:‘,ed his eyes and see;).”‘ man, so long blinded, “had suddenly

e shall understand this better if we . :
Ages man’s whole world consisted of zhee:;f:?s:frciilti;:r:?s mp
[ oot climbared bt it el i Tt
had said to their sailors‘u" }1()-1;}?{1-6 y %}}' impassable barriers, as if God
Man's mind also was b(.)!un(% ld }f] i Sh'f[t Ben T but no farther.”
ed by the same narrow lines. His culture

The World

* 85 measured by : i
y the great deductive system of Scholasticism con

Ested nOt m / 3 - o I E
aiscove y bl er Ir Cep lng ce N prine lple‘a d
i} l S 1t ra I 1 ac t rta an

tradition is ivi
S leetsrt:ltb}?h}fd by (11\']1‘16. and ecclesiastical authority as th
1th. These were his Pillars of Hercules, his me'nt'{] mg

spiritual bo :
phying Witl;}n;ii tthatd he must not pass, and within these, like a child
system, Only ase\r? o PTO.L‘eeded to build his intellectual
e oo : ve rel.nember their limitations can we appreci
. ism o these toilers of the Middle Ages, gi o eciate
Jet playing with children’s toys; igno S B
ofthe universe, while debatin th ; ignorant of the laws and forces
g the essence and locomotion of angels ;
)

_ €ager to learn e
, yet forbidden to ; Z
BISE exrlorati . enter fresh fields in the ri
ploration and the joy of individual discovery. e

The Revival stirrec
evival stirred these men as the voyages of Da Gama and
) A

Cﬂll]mt)us s“ {51 161 e VIEE err IS
th 7 i 1 d -the ]T.lar” S Of th (i anean. Fi ‘t came
me s e€nces alld mventions Of the Ar&‘ bS, makil'lg their “'ay S]’O“’ly

1 Symonds, Revival of Learning.
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against the prejudice of the at
the unexplored realms of nature.
literature which the new art of printing carried swiftly to every

school in Europe, revealing a new world of poetry and philosophys

Scholars flocked to the universities, as adventurers to the new world
of America, and there the old authority received a deathblow. Truth®

only was authority ; t0 search for truth everywhere, as men sought |

for new lands and gold and the fountain of youth, — that was the
ith the Revival of Learning.

new spirit which awoke in Europe w

ithorities, and opening men’s eyes &0
Then came the flood of Greek

1. LITERATURE OF THE REVIVAL

The hundred and fifty years of the
good literature. Men's minds were 008

igious and political changes and with
the rapid enlargement of the mental horizon to find time for
that peace and leisure which are essential for literary results,
Perhaps, also, the floods of newly discovered classics, which
olars and the new printing presses alike, were by

gularly destitute of
much occupied with rel

occupied sch
their very power and abundance
talent. Roger Ascham (1515-1 568), a famous classical scholarg
who published a book called Toxophilus (School of Shooting)
in 1545, expresses in his preface,
spread dissatisfaction over the neglec
when he says, “And as for ye Latin or greke tongue, evels
thing is so excellently Jdone in them, that none can do bettes
In the Englysh tonge contrary, every thinge in a mancrsy
meanly, both for the matter and handelynge, that no man ¢i

do worse.”

On the Continent, also, this new
served to check the growth of native literatures.
especially, for a full century after th
and Petrarch, no great literature was produced, and the Italia
language itself seemed to go backward.! The truth is thé

o causes: first, the lack of general culture} and
study of antiquity. See Literature of the S8

interest in the classis
In Italf

1 Sismondi attributes this to twi
the absorption of the schools in the new
of Europe, 11, 400 fi.

Revival period are S

a discouragement of natively

or “apology,” a very Wiltl
t of native literatuiel

e brilliant age of Dante}

8r&ater part of his life in France,
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these great wri y i
i afd t]t \tvrlitcrs were, like Chaucer, far in advance of thei
fun,ﬁShEd 12 ht he mediaeval mind was too narrow t06 sC ?1“'
i with ideas to produce a varied litcrat&re Tlantfilfy
century was an age i ey
Fent as an age of preparation, of learni
- . g earning the be-
i}l:a . g— thes:tlzl_lule, and of getting acquainted with fhc r::t
mﬁhélo ' a. ;“L aw, the profound philosophy, the sumfegsti'
= gy, anc the noble poetry of the Greeks and f€° ‘,
em ; rnished with i i
e tt}l:d was furnished with ideas for a new literat e,
N ' a ure,
o medimra;:\iiuptllﬂln oﬁ Malory's Morte d'Arthur (which is
. : spirit) the student will i
in the li : i 2 nt will find little of inter
. the literature of this period. We give here a bri ff i |
. = : ief summ:
L. t%n and the books most * worthy of rememb Bl
r ot Tk e ; g
il e real literature of the Renaissance one o
ard a century and a half to the age of Eli e
The two greatest books whicl b
; : g s which appeared i i
this period are undoubtedly Erasm llll'cnl“;’d .
3 : _ Yy Lrasmus st Praise of Folly (E.
9 | s : olly (Enco-
Pu;,“ of mium Mori@) and More's [ topia, the ff }"( __”ff’
y dom of Nowhere.” Both were e e
- ey s rere written in Latin
pmt'_mI;fFl]) t‘ran.slatcd nto all European languages "It‘)ut
olly is like a song of victory for the e
y for the New Learning,

Wthh h < Y ¥
d[l\ n awa VICE anoranc a l(l Sll[](,l‘;tltl n tii
ad € Vi y lignorance
o ] 0 td €

three foes i
B ofotI: Ihumanrlty. It was published in 15171 after th
enry VIIL. Folly is represented "

and bells and mounting as donning cap

o 1:1: Ilm'l}r}]tJ -whcre the vice and cruelty of
foolish standards of edt;ca(tiolﬁ n'amal?ce' f)f the' i
ey are satn‘*lzed without mercy.

B - SOCi;]pCO 1 ed in 15'16. 1s a powerful and origi-
e nc 1110515, unlike anything which had e\'ber
' y literature.® In our own day we h

mfluence in Bellamy's ave seen its

Looking Backward, an enormously

1
Ersmus, the greatest schola

seems r of th i
to belong to every nation. e Renaissance, was not an Englishman, but

He was born at Ro e « 14 e

y ‘ otterdam (c. 1466 ut lived the
S \ ’):
Switzer land, Lﬂglitl d, and lt}lly‘. His Encomium

Morie was sk
etched on a j 2y
journey from Italy (1509) and written while he was the
as the guest

of S
Sir Thomas More in T.ondon.

2 Unless I or finds t: . > X n
3 chance, th r r 01 r m e e
pe e reader finds some poin s of esemblance in Plato’s " R bli
pubiic,
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inking of the"
successful book, which recently set people to thinking of the

:70 Vespucci's compans s
i merigo Vesp o ! : '
from a sailor, one of A g B ians, introducing a new verse form which, although very dif-

& re, in which'
S ions, of a wonderful Kingdom of Nowhere,
y

d 3 é g ® « n ha (i
a q ’ o

been easily settled by simple justice
i J . e { ~ . 1
his Utopia we find : gr, |

tcivilizedpsociety, the three great wordls, L]be_rt); e vtiﬁ:

Equality, which retained their insp1rat19n througﬁ ;he unrea;;

1 lcza of}’the French Révolution and which ars}: stll e th_ﬁ
= nme As he hear S

: ide rerv free government. 8 o

R % after fifteen centuries

fTore wonders why, a :

sonderful country More wond ; N i

“fOIZZhristimity his own land is so little cis ilized ; and

o0 ¢ )

% 5
rea l ”le hl)(,l\ -4 V ask ur SC]\E S he al (llle.-;t]()ﬂ.
ds ) WweE (8] t same

ead to

] ized ; yet it
The splendid dream is still far from being realized ; }

( i t l s 1“”1 g -

] ; requirements. ]
» and just are the ents 3
i ] books, in its influence upen

le's translation of the New

eration, so si : )
Greater than either of these
i /nda ‘ :
the common people, 18 Ty S e
tament (1525), which fixed a standard ol g "
iy t thé same time brought that standard not onty
B : the homes of the common PEOPIS
o Testa- to scholars but to the : o P
e le his translation from the OFIGINE
e et Old Testament from
Greek, and later translated parts of the d -y
h I-l,ebrew Much of Tyndale’s work was Incluc :
the -

: : o and Gl
er's Bible, known also as the Great Bible, lI'l'l ?th,eafo‘m
5 d in every parish church in Englan_d. It was e
rf:a for the Authorized Version, which appea{]ecl g/
tf:tury later and became the standard for the whole
C <
Speéfking; r;ii Surrey. In 1557 appeared probablykthew 5
a : eare e
r'mtf:d collection of miscellaneous I:nghshkpo?is{],e 3
l}ortel’s Miscellany. 1t contained thg \;1(2; So .
ich had hither 1
akers, or poets, whic e
Courl;tgcrrir;)t form for the benefit of the court. About
ma

& these poems were the work of Sir Thomas W
& 1542) and of Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey (

and common sense. TSN
or the first time, as the foundations OF S

= verse, which had never before appeared in Engl

& sonnet and the blank verse,
P the most flexible and characteristic form of E

.

* this period, measured by its effect o
* i3 undoubted] y the Morte &’ Arthur,
Biian romances told in sim

Sbefore Caxton printed it.

* work itself,
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yatt (1503 -

1517 *~1547).
rote amorous sonnets modeled after the Ital-

- Both together w
S ficult, has been a favorite ever since with our English poets.!
Surrey is noted, not for any especial worth or originality of
his own poems, but rather for his translation of two books
of Virgil “in strange meter.” The strange meter was the blank

ish. The chief
literary work of these two men, therefore, is to introduce the

— one the most dainty, the other
nglish poetry, —

which in the hands of Shakespeare and Milton were used to

“make the world’s masterpieces.
Malory’s Morte d’Arthur. The greatest English work of

n subsequent literature,
a collection of the Arthu-
ple and vivid prose, Of Sir Thomas
WMalory, the author, Caxton ? in his introduction s

! : says that he
Wasa knight, and completed his work in 1470, fifteen years

The record adds that “he was the
servant of Jesu both by day and night.” Beyond that we

&now little * except what may be inferred from the splendid

Malory groups the legends about the central idea of the
ch for the Holy Grail. Though many of the stories, like
tram and Isolde, are purely pagan, Malory treats them
In such a way as to preserve the whole spirit of medizval

tianity as it has been preserved in no other work. It
#58e Wordsworth's sonnet, On #he Sonnet, For a detailed study of this most perfect

fﬂl'n.!, se¢ Tomlinson's Te Sonnet, lts Origin, Structure, and Place in Poetry.
illiam Caxton (e, 1422-1491) was the first English printer., He learned the art
% probably at Cologne or Bruges, and about the year 1476 set up the first wooden
Press in England. His influence in fixing a national language to supersede the
dla]ects, and in preparing the way for the literary renaissance of the Elizabethan

18 beyond calculation,

has, in our own day, been identified with an

English country gentleman
4er, who was member of Parliament for Warwickshi

re in 1445.
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was to Malory ra
writers that Shakespeare and his contemporaries
their material ; and n our OWn
and Matthew Arnold and Swinburne and Morris with i€
inspiration for the *Idylls of the King " and the " Death 6§
Tristram” and the other exquisite poems which center about
Arthur and the knights of his Round Table.

In subject-matter the book belongs to the mediceval age
but Malory himself, with his desire to preserve the literarg
belongs to the Renaissance ; and he

ther than to Layamon or to the early French
turned for

monuments of the past,
deserves our lasting gr
Jegends and poetry of Britain at a tim
chiefly busy with the classics 0
Arthurian legends are one of the great recurring motivese
English literature, Malory’s work should be better knows
His stories may be and should be told to every child as

of his literary inheritance.
style and his English prose an
val spirit. And then the stories may be read again, in Tenfi
son's "Idylls,” to show how those exquisite old fancies appe

to the minds of our modern poets.

e when scholars were

d his expression of the medi#d

Summary of the Revival
first one of decline from the Age of Chaucer, and then of intellectual p epan

tion for the Age of Elizabeth. For a century and a half after Chaucer notif

single great English work appeared, and

very low. There are three chief causes to account for this: (1) the long W&
with France and the civil Wars of the Roses distracted attention from boolf
and poetry, and destroyed or ruined many noble English families who e
been friends and patrons of literature; (2) the Reformation in the Jattery ¥
of the period filled men's minds with religious questions; (3) the Reviyall
an eager study of the classics, ke

Tistorically the age is noticeable s
|

Learning set scholars and literary men to
than to the creation of native literature. I
its intellectual progress, for the introduction of printing, for the discoverns
America, for the beginning © :
power among the common people.

In our study we have noted:
Humanism and Renaissance; (2) threeSp
18

and the significance of the terms
Auential literary works, — Frasmus’s Praise of Folly, More's Utopia, and B9
dale’s translation of the New Testament ;

atitude for attempting to preserve the |

f Greece and Rome. As the 1

Then Malory may be read for hisg

of Learning Period. This transition period SN

(1) the Revival of Learning, what itH g

(3) Wyatt and Surrey, and 8 3

age he has supplied Tennysom ¥

- mnd's Romance of a King’

; L an admirable critici I of Sc ;
o vl y riticis Azl Scotland) contai
the general standard of literatureNSps icism of the King’s Quai 1) contains extracts and

f the Reformation, and for the gmwth of politey

W
Why should any impractical sche

y
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so-called courtly makers or poets: 2
8 8 dithusian legends inPEe $; (4) Malorys Morte &’ Arthur,
B oot nopular for nglish prose. The Miracle a dm. a collection
B for special g[udvnim of entertainment in this age; huth r‘:f)'s(e,-y Plays
: study in connecti . ) ’ we hav SEry
R e connection with the Rise of the I;:':rz re!.’ent‘\d
ama, in the

Selections for Reading. Malory's

P : Morte d’4 S .
ress Series, etc. ( e d’Arthur, selections, in Athenz
&um

It is i st
connection with I\Ia]orv'lstita-mmg to read Tennyson’s Passing of Ar i
| A el.‘u_(:unr.)l Utopia, in Arber's i:{e i s
i w/i.rh‘.t.‘Se!ectlor\s from Wyatt, Surrey p“”[f" .
ard’s English Poets; Tottel’s i\‘li-:c?ii'elcn S
s Miscellany, in Arber’s

REPH]I!S. h‘IOII'lh a]](.l -\l\Edt s S e 1‘1:1(} 5 of d E sh v 3, has good
> pec 1S Ear 1 O

o y LI g]] 51, ol 3 h:

. 3 £0C
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ol 8 - ‘mple Classics, King’
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Classi ife of Sir Thomas s T Sy
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;nyatt and Surrey, in Eng
it Thomas Wyatt and His
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aster, in Arber’s Enoli Temple
e b Paasa. s English Reprints ; .
P:,;ni\.e.p”mh and Bell’s Aldine ],OL_[:%. S’iv Poen:b
i s; Allen's Selections from Er i Simonds's
s Life (James “rasmus ; Jusse-

Suggesti
1ve Questions “he £
Sometimes called " the a;e Lf The fifteenth century in English I
b} “ B + S " .
unt for the lack of r{; : j'am:SL ' Can you explain why? \\}lerdture ”
of noble families at thi.i’ reat iterature in this period ? \\'hj' .] hat caiees
dnything from the An ; time seriously affect our ]ileraturez & 30u]d the ruin
2. What is mem‘n ]E 0}*?&\:0;1 period to justify your opini ! ?(,.an you recall
(o ; by Humanism? W ’ BO:§
ek and Latin classi ? What was the first ef
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g3 ENGLISH LITERATURE

. What work of this period had the greatest effect on the English
guage? Explain why.

6. What was the chief literary influence exerted by Wyatt and Sun
Do you know any later poets who made use of the verse forms which -
introduced ? ‘ ‘

7. Which of Malory's stories do you like best? Where did these stories - CHAPTER VI
originate ? Have they any historical foundation? What two great eleme ;
did Malory combine in his work ? What is the importance of his book te la
English literature ? Compare Tennyson’s “Tdylls of the King” and Malor
stories with regard to material, expression, and interest. Note the marked re
blances and differences between the Morte d Arthur and the Nibelungen Liegs

THE AGE OF ELIZABETH

I. HISTORY OF THE PERIOD

.Ij‘nlitical Sunugary. In the Age of Elizabeth all doubt seems to
. mh from English history. After the reigns of Edward and Mary,
S ith defeat and humiliation abroad and persecutions and rebellion

CHRONOLOGY !

HIsTORY LITERATURE

e : Ilol;i}edasrlli klzgus:iant nation, rousing Eerse:.]f, like a strong man after
1415. Battle of Agincourt B s : ‘g her invincible locks.” With the queen’s character,
1422. Henry VI 1470. Malory’s Morte d'Arthur : ange mingling of frivolity and strength which reminds one of
1428, Siege of Orleans. Joan of Arc 1474(c.). Caxton, at Bruges, prints

1453 End of Hundred Years’ War first book in English, the

1455-1485. Wars of Roses Recuyell of the Historyes ner must notice that any great dev :
1461. Edward IV | Troye yg elopment of the national

ki a7, Fisk hook prited in HARE Evi:;r:})g a;lssfomatefl witha develf)pm‘ent of the national litera-

5 (4Bt Morte & Arthur il gh for our purpose, therefore, to point out two facts
Caxton

1492. Columbus discovers America 1499. Colet, Erasmus, and M ‘Bngland and England’s greatness; and that she inspired all her

1500, Henry VIII bring the New Learning! 0 le with the unbounded patriotism which exults in Shakespeare

; Oxfor(? o d with the personal devotion which finds a voice in the F(ZE?_’;’

i;c{ag ilg:;{;tisﬁsml:i;iseo olly k. bU_ntli_er t}}er1 administration the Englis.h I’lé“ttioﬂal life pro-

(525, Tyndale’s New Testament S _liSh.li{e%ﬁir.l ic eitps 1atherr tllian'by svlow .hlstonlcal process, and

s34, Actof Supremacy. The Refor | 1330(c). Introduction of the il Ly | zelreac,hed the very highest point of its development.

e and blank verse by (1S possible to indicate only a few general characteristics of this

and Surrey \gteat age which had a direct bearing upon its literature,

1539. The Great Bible 1 Characteristics of the Elizabethan Age. The most characteristic
re of the age was the comparative religious tolerance, which
ops  was due largely to the queen’s influence. The fright-

3 ful excesses of the religious war known as the Thirty
(e’ War on the Continent found no parallel in England. Upon
cession Elizabeth found the whole kingdom divided against

; the North was largely Catholic, while the southern counties

as strongly Protestant. Scotland had followed the Reforma-

in its own intense way, while Ireland remained true to its old
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1547. Edward VI
1553 Mary 1557. Tottel's Miscellany
1558. Elizabeth




