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the pulicy of his government, stood by the established authority, sup­
porting the native so\·ereign and l\Iataafa. Th.e Americ~n and Geri?an 
anthorities 111 the island were thus brought rnto confüct, and ser1ous 
ditliculties occurred between the sltips of the two nations in the harbor. 

When the news of this state of affairs reached Germany, in Apríl, 
1889, several additional men-of-war were sent out to the island to up­
hold the Gorman cause. Mataafa and the Germans were thus brought 
to war. Meanwhile the American go~emment took up the cause of 
its consul and of King Malietoa as against the insurrcction. A section 
of the American navy was dispatched to the distant island, and the ships 
of war of two of the greatcst nations of Christendom were thus set 
face to face in a harbor of the South Pacific Ocean. 

In this condition of affairs, on the 22d of March, 1889, one of the 
most violent hurricanes ever known fo the islands blew up from the 
north, and the American and German war-vessels were · dri ven u pon 
the great reef which constitutes the only break-water ontside of the 
harbor of Apia. Here they were wrecked. The American war-sbips 
Bi_psic, Trenton, and Vandalia were dashed into ruins. The German• 
vessels .A.dler, Olga, and Eber were also lost, The English vesscl 
Oalliope, which was caught in thc storm, was the only war-ship which 
escaped by steaming out to sea. Serious loss of 1ife accompanied the 
disaster: 4 American officers and 46 men, 9 German officers and 87 
men sank to rise no more. 

Meanwhile England had become interested in the dispute, and had 
taken a stand with the United States as against the decision of Germany. 
The matter became of so great importance that President Harrison, 
wl10 had in the meantime acceded to office as chief magistrate, ap­
pointed, with the addce of the Senate, au Embassy Extraordin~ry, 
to go to Berlin and meet Prince Bismarck in a conference with a v1ew 
to a peaceful solution of the difficulty. The embassadors appointed 
for this purpose were J. A. Kasson, of Iowa; William W. Phelps, of 
New Jersey; and G. H. Bates, ·of Delaware. The commissioners set 1 
ont on the 13th of April, and on their arrival at the capital of the 
German Empire opened negotiations with the Chan·cellor Bismarck and 
his son. The attitnde and demand of the American government was 
that the independence of Samoa, under its native sovereign, should be 
acknowledged and gnaranteed by the great nations concerned in ~he 
controversy. The conference closed in May, 1889, with the restoration 
of King :Malietoa and the recognition of his sovereignty over the islan?· 

The closing week of May, 1889, was made forever memorable m 
tbe history of the United States by the destruction of J ohnstown, 
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Pe.unsylvania. T!1e calarnity was caused by the bnrsting of a reser-
v01_r a~d the pourmg out of the deluge in the valley below. A large 
artificial lake had been constructed in the hvine of the South Fork 
River, a tribntary of the Conemaugh. It was a fishing lake, the prop­
erty of a company of wealthy. sportsmen, and was about five miles in 
length, varying in depth from fifty to one hundred feet. An immense 
volume of water was thus accumulated in a gorge at the foot of the 
mountains, and was, as it were, suspended over the valley of Cone­
mangh The _country belo~v the lake was thickly peopled. The city of 
~o1:in~town, with a popnlat1on of more than ten thousand, lay at the 
Jnnct10n of the South ~ork wit_h the Conemaugh. In the last days of 
May nnusnally heavy rams fell m ali that region, swelling every stream 
to a torrent. The South Fork Lake became full to overflowing. 
The dam had been imperfectly constructed. On the afternoon of 
M~y 31 the dam of the reservoir burst wide open in the center and a 
sohd wall of water from twenty to fiftv feet iu heiO'ht rushed down 
the valley with terrific vio1ence. The c~untry was ah·eady inundated, 

· and on top of the swollen streams was poured a veritable flood, 
The destrnction _which ensned was among the greatest which the 

modem world has w1tuessed. In the path of the deluge every thing 
was swept away. The manufactnring city of Johnstown was totally 
wrecked, and was thrown in an indescribab1e heap of horror acrainst 
the aqueduct of the Pennsylvania railway, which spanned the°river 
below the town. Here the ruins canght fire, and tl1e wild sluieks of 
hnndreds of miserable victims were drowned in thé holocaust. Ac­
cording to the best estimates more than 2,000 people perished in the 
flood or were burned to death in the ruins. The heart of the nation 
responded quickly to the sufferings of the snrvivorR, and millions of 
dollars in money and supplies were poured out to rciieve the dcspair 
of those who survived the calamity. 

The year 1889 witnessed the assembling at Washington City of 
• an International Congress. The body was composed of delegates 

fro~ the Central and South American States, from Mexico, and the 
Un1ted States of America. Popularly the assembly was known as 
the "Pan-American Congress." The event was the culmination of 
a policy adopted by the United States sorne years previously. Gen­
e_ral Grant, during his presidency and in the subseq uent parts of bis 
life, hacl endeavored to promote more intimate relations with the 
Spanish-American peoples. James G. Blain'e, Secretary of State 
under Garfield, entertained a similar ambition. The publicist and 
author, Ilinton Rowan HelpCI\ had also by bis writings and ad. 
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vocacy, greatly promoted the cause of overland intercourse through 
the Three Americas. M,·. Blaine in this cause was accused of a 
purpose to create in the Unitecl States a policy similar to Disraeli's 
"high-jingoism" in Great Britain. The United States were to 
become the arbiter of the Western nations. To this end the Central 
American and South American States must be brought, first into 
intimacy with our Republic, and afterwards to be made to follow 
her lead in warding off all Europeanism. 

The death of Garfielü prevented the institution of sorne such 
policy as that here vaguely defined. Nevertheless, in 188-!, an Act 
was passed by Congress authorizing the President to appoint a com­
mission " to ascertain and report upon tbe best modes of securing 
more intimate international commercial relations between the United 
States and the sever.il countries of Central and South America." 
Commissioners were sent out to the countries referred to, and the 
movement for the Congress was started. N ot until May of 1888, 
however, was the Act passed providing for the Congress. The 
Spauish-American nations responded to the overtures and took the 
necessary steps to meet the United States in the conference. The 
objects contemplated ,were, first, to promote measures pertaining to 
the peace and prosperity of the peoples concerned ; to establish cus­
toms-unions among them; to improve the means of communication 
between the ports of the States representad, and to advance the 
.commercial interests and political harmony of the nations of the New 
World. 

The Spanish-American and Portuguese-American States, to the 
number of nine, appointed their delegates, and the latter arrived in 
the United States in the autumn of 1889. President Harrison on 
his part named ten members of the Congress as follows: John F. 
Hanson, of Georgia; Morris M. Estee, of California; Henry G. 
Da vis, of West Virginia; Andrew Carnegie, of Pennsylvania; • 
T. Jefferson Coolidge, of Massachusetts; Clement Studebaker, oí 
Indiana; Charles R. Flint, of N ew York; William H. Trescot, of 
South Carolina; Cornelius }i. Bliss, of N ew York; and J ohn B. 
Uenderson, of Missouri. Mexico sent two representa ti ves, namely: 
Matias Romero and Enrique A. Maxia. Brazil, still an Empire, also 
sent two delegates: J. G. de Amaral Valente and Salvador de 1tfon­
donca. The representative of Honduras was J eronimo Zelaya,; 
Fernando Cruz, the delegate of Guatemala, and Jacinto Castellanos 
of San Salvador. Costa Rica sent as her representative Manuel 
Aragon. Horatio Guzman, M\llister of Nicaragua, represented his 
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Govetnment in the Congress. The Argentine Republic had two 
<lelegates: Roque Saenz Pena an<l Manuel Quintana. Chili 
sent t~o <lelegate~: _Emilio C. Varas ancl José Alfonso. The repre­
sentatives of the Umte<l States of Colombia were José M. Hurtado, 
Carlos Martinez Silva, ancl Climaco Calderon. The delegates of 
Venezuela were Nicanor Bolet Peraza, José Andrade, an<l Francisco 
Antonia Silva; that of Peru was F. C. C. Zegarra; that of Ecuador 
José ~a:ia Placido Caamano; that of Uruguay, Alberto Nin; tba¡ 
of Bolivia, Juan F. Velarde; that of Ilayti, Arthur Laforestrie; an<l 
that of Paraguay, José S. Decoud. 
· The representatives met in Washington City, in October. Com­
mittees were formed to report to the body suitable action on the sub­
jects which might properly come before it for discussion. From the 
first the procee<lings took a peculiarly practical direction. The great 
·questions of commerce were at the bottom of the reports, the debates 
and the actions which followed. Nor can it be <loubted that tbe 
movement as a whole con<luced in the highest degree to the friend­
ship, prosperity and mutual interests of the nations concerned. 

At the same time au lnternational Maritime Conference for 
which provisions ha<l been made in the legislation of several nations, 
convened at Washington. In this case the States of Europe were 
ccncerned in common with those of the New World. All the mari­
time nations were invited by the act of Congress to send represent­
atives to the National Capital in the following year, to consider the 
possibility of establishing uniform rules and regulations for tbe gov­
ernment of vessels at sea, and for the adoption of a common system 
of marine signals. Twenty-six: nations accepted the call of the 
American Governmant, and appointed delegates to the Congress. 
They, too, as well as the representatives of the Pan-American Con­
ference, held their sittings in November and December of 1889. 
The same practical ability and good sense as related to the subjects 
under_ consideration were shown by the members of the Maritime 
Conference as by those of the sister body, and the results reached 
were equally encouraging and equally gratifying, not only to the 
Government of the United States, hut to all the countries whose 
interests were involved in the discussions. 

W e may here revert briefly to the work of the Fifty-first Con­
gress. The proceedings of that branch of the Government were 
marked with much rartisan bitterness and excitement. The first 
question which occupied the attention of tbe body was the revision 
of the tariff. In the preceding l?ages we have developed with suffi-



728 HISTOR Y OP TlJE UNffb.'D ST ATES, 

' cient amplitude the history and t•ttrions phases of this question. 
The Civil War brought in a éondition of affairs which must, in the 
nature of the case, entail tbe tariff issue on the rest of the century. 
More than two decades elapsecl after the close of the conflict before 
tbe attention of the American people was sufficiently aroused to the 
nature of the laws bearing on their industrial condition. Then it 
was that they first became aware of the fact that a schedule of cus­
toms-duties, which had bee11 brought fortL under the exigency of 
war, still existed, and that under the operation of this schedule a 
vast array of protected industries had grown great and strong. 
Around them consolidated corporations had been formed, having 
millions of money at their command and vast ramifications into poli­
tical society. As a consequence, the revenues of the Uníted States 
were swollen to mountainous proportions. The treasury at \Vash­
ington beca.me engorged, and at length the necessity was clevelopecl 
of doing something in the nature of reform. 

The conclition of affairs in the treasury- depending as it did 
upon the tariff system - entailed two prodigious evils: the surplus 
served as a motive in Congress for all manner of jobbery and extrav­
agant expenditure. In the second place, it enabled the combinad 
monopolies of the country to uphold themselves by a:ffecting national 
legislation in favor of the prntected industries and against the com­
mon interest of the people as a whole. The situation was really a 
danger and constant menace. lt was for tlús reason that President 
Cleveland, as already noted, sent his celebrated annual message to 
Congress, touching upon the single question of the evils of the exist­
ing system and asking that body to take such steps as should lead to 
a general reform. 

We have already seen how tlús question was uppermost in the 
presiuential contest of 1888. The Democratic platform boldly 
espoused the doctrine of tariff reform, but stopped short- out of an 
expedient deference to the manufacturing interests- of absolute 
free trade. The Republican platform declared for a revision of the 
tariff system - such a revision as might preserve the man ufacturing 
interests, but favor those industries which seemed to be disparaged. 
This clause of the platform proved to be wonderfully effective in the 
political campaign. The event showed, however., that it was a sbuffie. 
A very large part of the Republicans understood by "revision of the 
tariff" such legislation as should 1·ediwe and reform the existing sys­
tem, not merely ohange it and aclaJJt it to tlte interests of tbe pro­
tected classes. 
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~ith the ,?e1~i1~g of the !,'ifty.flrst Congress it s0011 became 
a.ppare_nt that rens1011 of the tariff" was not to mean a reform by 
reduction and c_urtailrnents of. the schedule, but tllat the actual 
movement was rn the other clirection ! Represent-,ti've "ln·11·• M I(' I fo . . .. H l l,Llll 

c m e~, o luo, chairn~an of the Commi ttee on W ays aucl Means, 
brought ~n a me~sure wluch passecl into history uncler the name of 
the_ l!cKmley _Bill, and which, finally adopted by the Republican 
maJority'. was mcor~oratecl as a part of the governmental eystem. 
The poh~y of the b1ll was to abolish the existing duties 011 a few 
great art1cles of production, particularly raw sugar and the lower 
?rades of refined sugar. By this means a vast reduction was secured 
m the a~gregate re:'enues, notwithstanding the fact that the average 
rates of 1mport duties on manufactured articles in general was raised 
from abo~~ forty-~even per cent. to more than fifty-tlnee per cent. ! 
The Mcl-..mley Bill became, tberefore efficient by adro'tl d · t · · • . ' 1 y rawrng 
o its ~nnc1ples the ilympathies of the protected classes, and at the 

same tune, by throwing free -and therefore cheap _ sugar to tht:i 
people, attracted not a little popular support. The contest over the 
measure was extreme in animosity, and the bill was adopted onl.r 
after great delay. 

~he sequel showecl unusual results. The tariff legislation of 
the _F1fty-first Congrnss was immediately attacked by the Demo­
cratic _and Inde_rend_ent press of the country. Opinion was over­
wheli~n~gly agau~st 1t. The genernl elections of 1890 brought an 
a~tomshmg verd1ct of the people again¡;t the late enacfanents. 
lh~re_ w~s a complete political revulsion by whicl\ the Republican 
maJ~nty 1~1 ~he IIouse of Representatives was replaced by a Demo­
crati~ maJority of nearly tlnee to one. Ata later period a second 
react10n eusued somewluit favorable to the McKinley legislation 
and th~ author of íhe measures referred to succeeded in bein~ 
cLosen~ 1~ 1891, governor of Oliio, attaiuing his position by a popu­
lar maJonty of over twEJnty thousand. 

A~other ~ncident in the h_istory of the same Congress relates to 
the senous d1fficulty wliich arose in the IIouse of Representatives 
between th~ Democratic minority and tbe Speaker, Thomas B. 
Reed, of Mame. The Republican majority in the Fifty-first House 
~a~ no~ large, and the minority were easily able, in matters of party 
egislatwn, to break the q uorum by refusing to vote. In order to 

count:ract this policy, a new system of rules was reported, em­
po,:ermg the Speaker to count the rnjnority as present, whether 
votmg-or not voting, and thus to compel a quorum. The'le rules 

• 
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were violently resist~d by the. Democrats, and Speaker Reed was 
denounced by his opponent as an unjust and arbitrary office'.r. lle 
was nicknamed in the jargon of t}.le times "The Czar," because oi 
his rnlings aml strong-banded method of making the records of the 
IIouse show a. majority when no majority had actually voted on the 
pending questions. It was under the provision of the new rule that 
uearly ali of the party measures of the Fifty-first Congress were 
adopted. 

One of the most important of these acts was the attempt to 
pass through Congress a measure bearing radically upon the 
election-system of the United States. A bill was reported by which 
it was proposecl virtually to transfer the control of the Congressional 
elections in .the States of the U nion from State to National authority. 
It cannot be doubted that the measure reached down to the funda· 
mental principles of American political society. The "Force Bill," 
as it was called, brougbt out the strongest passions of the day. The 
opposition was intense. The Republican party was by no means 
unanimous in support of the measure. A large part oí the thinking 
people of the United States, without respect to political affiliation, 
doubted the expediency of this additional measure of centralization. 

Certain it was that serions and great abuses existed in the 
election-systems of the States. In many parts of the United States 
elections were not free. In parts of the South the old anirnosities 
against the political equality of the Black l\Ien were still sufficiently 
vital to'prevent the freedom of the ballot. Congressmen were many 
times chosen by a small minority who, from their social and política) 
superiority, were able to baffle or intimidate the ignorant many at 
the polls. Such an abuse called loudly for a reform; but the 
measure proposed doubtless contained within itself the potent germs 
of abuses greater than those which it was sought to remove. The 
Elections Bill was for a long time debated in Congress, and was then 
laid over indefinitely in such manner as to prevent final action upon 
it. Certain Hepublican Senators who .were opposed to the measure, 
ancl at the same time strongly wedded to the cause of the free coin­
age of silver money, joined their votes with the Democrats, and the 
so-called " Force Bill " failed of adoption. 

The third great measure of the Fifty-first Congress was the at­
tempt to restore silver to a perfect equality with gold in the coinage 
system of the United States. Since 1874 there had been an increas­
ing departure in the market values of gold and sil ver bullion, though 
the purchasing power of the two money metals had been kept equal 

• 
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when the sa1~1e were coined, under tl}e provisions of legal tender. 
~he purchas11'.g power of gold bullion had in the I~lst fifteen years 
nse1~ about s1xteen per cent., while the purchasing power of silver 
bulhon had fallen about four per cent., in the markets of the worid 
thus_ producing a difference of twenty per cent. or more, in the pur: 
chasmg po,ter of the two metals in bullion. One class of theorists 
a~suming that gold is the only standard of values, insisted that thi; 
d1fference in the purchasing power of the two raw metals had arisen 
who1Iy from a depreciation in the price of silver. This class in­
cl~ded the mon~metalists - those who desire tbat the monetary 
syistem of the Umted States shall be brought to the single standard 
o_f gold, and that silver shall be made wholly subsidiary to the 
r1ch~r metal. To this class belonged the fund-holding syndicates, 
and rndeed all great creditors whose interest it is to have the debts 
due them discharged in as costly a dollar as possible. 

As a matter of course, if a debt be contracted on a basis of two 
metals, that fact gives to the debtor the valuable option of paying in 
tbe cheaper of the two coins. This valuable option the people of 
the Un!ted States. have enjoyed, greatly to their advantage and 
prospenty. T~e silver dollar has been for precisely a hundred 
years (with the exception of the quadrennium extenrling from 1874 
to 1878) the dollar of the law and the contract. lt has never been 
altered or abridged to the extent of a fraction of a grain from the 
establishment of our system of money in 1792. It has therefore 
been, and continues to be, the lawful and undoubted unit of ali 
money and account in the Uuited States, just as much, and even 
more, than the gold dollar with which it is assocfated. lf it be 
true, therefore, that there is a radical and irremediable departure in 
the value of these two metals - if it be true that we have, as mono­
metalists assert, an 80-cent dollar - it is clearly and demonstrably 
true that we have also a '' long dollar," a dollar worth more than 
par, a 120-cent dollar, which the creditor classes desire to have 
substituted for the dollar of the law and the contract. 

. The advocates of the free coinage of sil ver have argued that the 
d1fference in the bullion values of the two money metals has arisen 
most largely from an increase in the purchasing power of gold, and 
that equal legislation and equal favor shown to the two mouey 
metals would bring them to par the one with the other, and keep 
them in that relation in the rnarkets of the world. It is claimed . ' 
w1th good reason, that the laws hitherto enacted by Congress dis-
criminating against silver and in favor of gold, were impolitic

1 
un-
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just a11d un-American. It was urged in the debates of 1880-90 tl~at 
the free ,coinage of sil ver woulcl be of vast advantage to the financrn.l 
interests of the country. This view ancl argument, however, were 
strenuously opposecl by the money centres and credit-hol<ling 
classes of the United States, to whom the payment of all debts 
accor<ling to the i1ighest standard of value, that is, in gotd only, was 
a fundamental principle. 

The debates, for awhile, seemed likely to disrupt the existing 
political orcler. Suddenly the United States Senate, by a combina­
tion of a large number of free-silver Republicans, with the great 
majority of the Democrats, passecl a bill for the absolute free coiuage 
of sil ver, and for the day it seemed that tbe measure ha<l succee<led. 
The Administration, however, was strongly opposecl to free coinage. 
The Senate bill was therefore adroitly arrested by the management 
of Speaker Reed and the Ways and Means Committee of the IIouse. 
Another bill, in the form of· an ameu(lment providing for the pur­
chase (bu t not for the coina,r;e) of four million o unces of sil ver 
monthly, by the treasury of the Unitecl States, and the payment 
therefor in silver certificates having the form ancl functions of 
money. was passed by the House and finally accepte~ by the Senate. 
An expansion of the paper moncy of the country was thus effected, 
while at the same time the control of the sil ver bullion was retained 
in the treasury under the management of those who were opposed to 
free coinage and hopeful ultimately of at least effecting a com• 
promise by which a more valuable silver dollar may be substit~ted 
in the interest of the creditor classes in place of the standard silver 
dallar which has borne the full legal tender quality since the 
fo,mdation of the Government. By the legislation just referred to, 
the ultimate decision of the silver question was thrown over to 
another Congress, to constitute a menace and terror to party dis­
cipline for both the Democratic and Republican parties. 

In a<ldition to the admission of four new States, tbe Fifty-first 
Congress passed the necessary acts for the organization of Idaho an~ 
W yomiug. These were destined to make the forty-third and_ for_ty­
fourth members of the U nion. ldaho at the time of orgamzat10n 
coutained a population of 8-!,385. Wyoming had a population of 
60,705. The acts for Statehood were passed for the two new com­
monwealths on the 3d aud 10th of J uly, respectively, in the year 

1890. 
In ,J t:.ae of the same year was takeu the eleventli decennial 

census of tbe United States. Hs results, so far as the same h~v, 
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been com¡iile<l, iudicate that the aggregate population of the country 
has increased to 62,t3:22,2,50, exclusive of Iudia11s not taxed aud 
\Vliites in Alaska. and the l mlian Territory. These additions will 
douutle.ss in crease the grand total to 63,000,000 s rn ls. The centre 
of popu)ation liad co11tiuued its pro~~ress westward, having removed 
cluriug tlte ' ninth clecade from the viciuity of Cincinnati to a poiut 
uear tlie hamlet of W estport, in Decatur County, Indiana. 

Tite peri<1<l whieh is here L>efore us was marked by the death of, 
tluee of the few rernaiuiug great leaders of the Civil War. On the 
5th of A ngust, 1885, Lieutenant-General Sheri<lan, at that time 
c0111m,rnder-i11-chief <,f tlie American army, died at his hom~ in Non­
quitt, :\Iassachusctts. Few other generals of the Union army had 
won greater admiration and higher honors. He was in many senses 
a mt <lel sold1er, aud his <leath at the compara.ti vely early age of 
fift,r-seven, was the occasion of great grief throughout the country. 
Still more conspicuous was the fall of General William T. Sherman. 
Among the Union commanders in the great Civil \Var, he stood 
easily next to Grant in greatness and reputation. In vast and 
varietl abilities, particularly in military accomplishments, he was 
perhaps superi~r to all. It may ,~ell be thought that he w~s more 
fortuna te than any other - and mser. After the war, he steadily 
refused to be other tlian a great soldier. No enticement no bland-

. ' 
ishment, no form of applause or persuasion, could induce him to 
excbange the laurels which he had won in the} immortal con test for 
the Union for any other form of chaplet or perishable wreath. 

Sherman might have been Presi<leut of the United States. It 
were not far from the truth to believe that he was the only man in 
AmeriGa who ever willingly put aside that glittering prize. To 
have fallen into the hanus of politicfaus, place-hunters, jobbers and 
cormorants, woulu ha.ve been intolerable to that brusque, sturdy · 
and truthful nature. With a clearer vision even than the vision of 
Grant, he percei ved that to be the unsullied gre.1t soldier of tLe 

•Union, was to be better than anything made by men in caucus and 
convention. Born in 1820, he reached the mature age of seventy­
one, and died at his home in N ew York Clty, on the 14th <lay of 
Febrnary, 1891. That event produced a profound impression. The 
General of the Union army who had fought so many great ba.ttles 
aud said so many great things, was at last silent in deatb. Of bis 
sterling patriotism there had 11ever been a doubt. Of his prescience 
in war, of bis leamiug, of his ubilities asan author, there could Le as 
little skepticism. As to his wouderful faculties and achievements, 

• 
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all men were agreed. His funeral became the man. He had pro­
vided for that also, in advance. He had directed that nothing 
other than a soldier's burial should be reserved for him. Bis re­
mains were taken under escort from New York to St. Louis, where 
tMy were deposited in the family burying grounds, in Mount Cal­
vary Cemetery. 

After the death of General Sherman, only two commanders of 
the first class remained on the stage of action from the great Civil 
War - both Confedera tes. These were Generals .Joseph E. J ohnston 
and James Longstreet. The former of these two was destined to 
follow his rival and conqueror atan early day to the land of rest. 
General Johnston had been an honorary pall-bearer at the funeral 
of Sherman, and contracted a heavy cold on that occasion, which 
resulted in his death on the 20th of February, 1891, at bis home in 
Washington City. Strangc fatality of human affairs that after 
twenty-five years, be who surrendered his sword to Sherman at 
Raleigh, should have come home from the funeral of the víctor to 
die! Geueral Johnston was in his eighty-third year at the time of 
his decease. Among the Confederate commanders none were his 
snperiors, with the single exception of Lee. After the close of the, 
war, h¡"s conduct had been of a kind to win the confiience of Union 
roen, ancl at the time of his death he was held in almost universal 
honor. 

It was at this ti¡pe, namely, in Febrnary of 1891, that a serious 
event reaching upward and outward, first, into national and the11 
into international proportions, occurred in the city of New Orleans. 
There existed in that metropolis a branch of tbe secret social organ­
ization among the Italians known by the European name of the 
Mafia Society. The principles of the brotherhood involved mutual 
protection, ande ven tlie law of revenge against enemies. Doubtlesc 
much of the spirit which bad belonged to tbe Italian order of the 
Mafia had been transferred to America. At any rate, some of the 
features of the order were un-American in character, and sorne of 
the methods dangerous to the public and pri vate peace. Severa~ 
breaks occurred between members of the society (not the society 
itself) and the police authorities of the city; and the latter, by 
arrest and persecution, incurred the dislike and hatred of tbe former. 
'fhe difficulty grew in animosity until at length Captain Dt1.vid C. 
Hennessey, chief of tbe police of New Orleans, was assassinated by 
sorne secret murderer, or murderers, who for the time escaped de­
tection. It was believed, however, that the Mafia society was at the 
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bottom of the assassination, and several of the rnembers of the 
brotherhood were arrested under the charge of murder. 

A tria! followed, and the circumstances tended to establish­
but did not establish- the guilt of the prisoners. The proof was 
not positive -did not preclude a reasonable doubt of the guil~ of 
those on trial, and the :first three of the Italian prisoners were 
acquitted. The sequel was unfortunate in the last degree. A great 
excitement followed the decision of the court and jury, and cl1arges 
were roade and published that the jury had been bribecl or terrorize<l 
with threats into making a false verdict. These charges were never 
substantiated, and were doubtless without authenticity. But on 
the day following the acquittal of the Italians, a pub)i<¡ meeting, 
having its origin in mobocracy, was called, and a great crowd, irre­
sponsible and angry, gathered around the statue of Henry Clay, in 
one of the public squares of New Orleans. 

Speecbes were made. The authorities of the city, instead of 
attempting to check the movement, stood off and !et it take íts own 
course. A mob was at once organized and directed agai11st tbe jail, 
where the Italian prisoners were confined. The jail was entered by 

• fo1·ce. The prisoners were driven from their cells, and nine of them 
were slwt to d.eath in tbe jail-yard. Two others were dragged forth 
and hanged. Nor can it be doubted that the innocent as well as the 
guilty (if indeed any were guilty- as certainly non e were guil ty 
according to law) suffered in the slaughter. 

The event was followed by the greatest public exciteme11t. 
Clearly murder aud outrage had been done by the mob. It was s0011 
proved that at least two of the murdered Italians had been subjects 
of the Italian Kingdom; the rest were either naturalizetl Americaus 
or foreigners bearing papers of intention. The affair at once became 
of national, and then of international, importan ce. The President of 
the United States called upon Governor Nicolls, of Louisiana, te 
give an account of the thing done in New Orleans, and its justifica­
tion. The governor replied with a communication in which it were 

· hard to say whether insolence or inconsequential apology for the 
actions of the mob was uppermost. With this the exciteme11t 
increased. The Italian Minister, Baron Fava, at Washington, 
entered bis solemn prÓtest against the killing of bis countrymen, aJJd 
the American Secretary of State entered into communication with 
King Humbert on the subject. 

Italy was thoroughly aroused. The I talian societies in various 
American cities passed angq resolutions against the destruction of 

• 



• 

736 JiJSTORY OF THE U.VITED STATES. 

their fellow-citizens by the mob, and the newspapers of the country 
teemed with <liscussions of the subject. There was unfortunately a 
dispositiou on the part of America to play the bully. At times, 
threats of war were freely made, ancl it appeared not impossible that 
the .two countries would become unhap¡,ily involved in a oonflict. 
The more thoughtful, howeYer, looked with confidence to the sett!e­
ment of the question by peaceable means. :i;'he Italian Government 
presently recalle$l Baron Fava from Washington, and during the 
remainder of the year, communications between the two governme1:its 
were made only through the ltalian Charge d'Affaires at Washington. 
Gradually, however, the excitement subsicled. The American Gov­
ernment was fortunate in having as its representative at tbi Court of 
ltaly the Honorable Albert G. Porter, a man of calm temperament 
and deeply imbued with the sense of justice aud right. By the 
beginning of 1892 it had become certain tbat the unpleasant episode 
would pass without further rnenace of war, and that the question in­
volved in the difficulty woul<l be justly settled in the course of time 
by the equitable rules of diplomacy. 

The year 1891 was noted for a serious difficulty between the 
United States aud tl1e Republic of Chili. The complication had its ori- , 
gin in the domestic affairs of that Republic, particularly in a i:evolu­
tion which, in the spring of the year namecl, began to make headway 
against the existing government. At the hea.cl of that government · 
was President Balmaceda, agaiust whom the popular party in the 
Chilian Congress was violently arrayed. The President was accused 
of seeking to influence the choice of his own successor in the 
approaching election, but more especially of retaining in office a 
Ministry out of harmony with the Congressional majority. The 
la.tter point w&s the more serious, and led at length to the assnmp­
tion of dictatorial powers by the President. This course seemed 
necessary in order to maintain himself in power and to uphold the 
existing Ministry. The popular party receded from Congress only 
to take up arms. This party was known in the civil conflict that 
ensued as the Congressioualists, while the upholders of the existing 
order were called Balmacedists. The latter had possession of the 
government; but the former, outside of the gre~t cities of Valparail3o 
and Santiago, were the most powerful. 

The insmrection against Balmaceda gaLered head. A Congres­
sional Junta was formed, and a pro~isional govermnent was set up lit 
the town of !quique. Thus far tbe movement bad in 110 wise di::1-
turbed the relations of Chili witli the United States. It is in the 
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nature of such revolutions that the insurgent party must acquire re­
sources, gather arms and create all the other means of its existence, 
progress and success. The Chilians of the Congressional faction 
found themsel ves in great need of arms, and would fain look to sorne 
foreign_ nation for a sup~ly. In the emergency they managed t~ get 
possess1on of a steamslup called the Itata, belonging to tbe South 
American Steamship Company, and seut her to the western coast of 
the United States to purchase arms. The steamer carne to the l•rbor 
of San Diego, CaliforLfa, and by the agency of an intermediate vessel 
managed to secure a large purchase of arms, and to get the same trans­
fe1:r~d t~ her own deck. At this junctnre, however, the government, 
gaunng utormation of the thing done, ordered the detention of the 
Itata until her business and destination could be known. A clistrict 
attorney of the United States was sent on board the ship, which

0

was 
ordered not to leave the hay. In defiance of this orcler, however, 
the officers of tbe Bata steamed out by night and got to sea. They 
p~t the officer of the United States in a boat, sent him ashore, and 
d1sappeared over the Pacific horizon. 

The announcement of the escape of the Itata led to vigorous 
action on the part of the Government. The United States war-ship 
OharleBton was ordered out in pursuit from the Lay of San Francisco. 

The Itata, however, had three days the start, and it could hardly 
~e expected that the Oharleston would be able to overhaul the fugi­
tive. The former made her way to one of the harbors of Chili. 
whither she was pursued by the Gl1arleston. But the matter had 
now come to ~rotest, made by the United States to the provisional 
government of the Revolutionists, and the latter consented to the 
surrender of the Itata to the authorities of our country. This was 
done, and the incident seemed for the time to have ended without 
serious conseqences. 

After the affair of the Itata, public opinion in Chili, particularly 
in the cities of Santiago and Valparaiso, turned strongly against the 
United States. This is said of the sentiments of the Congressional 
party. That party saw itself thwarted in its design and pnt at fault 
by its failure to secure the wished-for supply of arms, that failure 
having arisen through the agency of our Government. However 
correct the course of the United States may have been, the Revolu­
tionists must neecls be angered at their disappointment, and it was 
natural for them to look henceforth with distrust and dislike on the 
authorities of our country. This dislike centered about the legation 
of the United States in Santiago. Hon. Patrick Egan, the American 
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