CHAPTER LXXI.
.
CLEVELAND'S ADMINISTRATION, 1885-1889.

GROVER CLEVELAND, twenty-second President of tle United

States, was born at Caldwell, New Jersey, March 18, 1837. Three

years afterward he was taken by his parents to Fayetteville, near Syra-

cuse, where he received sufficient edueation to enable him to beeome a

teacher. As this pursuit, Lowever, was uncongenial, lie went to Duf-

falo, studied law, and was admitted

to the bar in 1859. Four years

Tater lie began his publie esreer as

assistant distriet attorney. In 1869

he became sheriff of Erie County ;

in 1881 mayor of Buffulo: and in

1882 elected to the goy ernorship of

New York by the astounding ma-

jority of 192,854, In July, 1884,

he beecame the standard-learer:of

the Demoeratie party, and was duly

elected. His cabinet advisers, after-

ward confirmed by the Senate, were

as follows: seeretary of the tress.

ury, Danicl Manning, of New York ;

secretary of the interior, Lucius

Q. C. Lamar, of Mississippi; see-

retary of war, Wi C. Endicott,

of Massachusetts; secretary of the

GROYER CLEVELAND, navy, Wm. C. Whitney, of New

York: posturaster-general, Wm. F.

Vilas, of Wisconsin; attorney-general, Augustus II. ' Garland, of
Arkansas,

The most serious question which confronted the new President
was the distribution of official patronage. The Demiocratic party had
come into power on a platform distinetly ‘enunciating the doetrine of
reform in the civil service. From almost the begirming of the gov-
erument it had been the’eustom of tlie party in power to distribute
to its own partisans all the appointive offices. This usage, well estal-
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lished since the days
of President Jackson,
had been the origin
and cause of the great-
er part of the abuses
which had existed in
the various depart
ments of the govern-
ment. Extreme party
men had claimed al-
ways that “to the vie-
tors belong the spoils ”
of office. Of late

. years, however, the

best political opinion
of the country has
turned with disgust
from the gross practice
of rewarding men for
mere party services;
and in the evenly bal-
enced presidential con-
tests of 1880 and 1884

it Locame all important that both the dominant parties should coneili-

ate, at least by professions of sym-
pathy, the growing phalanx ({f
civil gervice reformers. They it
was who, in the late election, be-
lieving in the sincerity of. N-[r.
Cleveland, had thrown their in-
fluence in his favor and thereby
gsecured his elevation to the pres-
idency. He went into office
pledg:ed to carry out fthe views of
those by whose suffrages he had
been raised to power. These
views, moreover, were his own,
and it thus happened that the
new administration was launched
with “ Civil Service Reform” in-
gcribed on its pennon. It was
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-
soon seen, however, that the President would %ave serious difficulty
in carrying out his purpose.

AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE.

From the day of the inauguration,
a great crowd of office-seekers
thronged the capital, and the chief
magistrate was besieged by hun-
dreds and thousands of those whose
principal claims to preferment were
that they had served the party.
During the first year of the new
administration it was a grave ques-
tion whether or not the President
woudd be able to stand by the flag
of reform, or whether he would be
driven to re-adopt the cast-off policy

*. of satisfying with official appoint.

ments the hungry horde that surged

around the presidential mansion.
The last years of the Republie

have been noted for two ecircum.

stances, both of historical interest, and both relating to the Civil War,
The first of these is the revival of the memory of that conflict, in an-
thoritative publications, by some of the leading participants. This
work, so important to the right understanding of the great strug-

gle for and against the Union,
was begun by General William
T. Sherman, who, in 1875, pub-
lished his Memoirs, narrating
the story of that part of the war
in which he had been a leader.
This had been preceded by the
history of the War mErweex
THE StaTes, by Alexander H.
Stephens, late Vice-President of
the Confederacy. In 1884 Gen-
eral Grant began the publication
of a series of war articles in the
Century Magazine, which at-
tracted universal attention, and
which led to the preparation and
publication of his Memoirs in
1885-86. Similar contribution s

JOSEPH HOOKER.
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by other eminent commanders of the Union and Confederate armies
followed in succession, until a large amount of able and impartial litera~
ture was left on record for the instruction of after times.

The second fact referred to is the death, within the compass of a
single year, of a number of the great Union generals who had led
their armies to victory in the War of the Rebellion. It was in the
early summer of 1885 that the attefition of the people was called
away from public affairs by the announcement that the veteran Gen

: eral Ulysses 8. Grant
had been stricken
with a fatal malady,
and that his days
would be but few
among the living.
The Leart of the Na-
tion was greatly sad-
dened by the intelli-
ence; but not even
the sympathy of a
great people could
prevail against or
even postpone the
approaching hour of
fate. The hero of
Vicksburg and Ap-
pomattox sank under
the ravages of a ma-
lignant cancer,which
had fixed itself in
_ his throat, and, on
July 23, died at a summer cottage on*Mount McGregor, New
York. His last days were hallowed by the sympathies of the Nation
which he had so gloriously defended. The news of his death passed
over the land like the shadow of a great cloud. Almost every city
and hamlet showed, in some appropriate way, its emblems of grief.
The funeral ceremonies equaled, if they did not surpass, any which
had ever been witnessed. The procession in New York city was,
perhaps, the most solemn and imposing pageant ever exhibited in
honor of the dead. On August 8, the body of General Grant was
laid to rest in Riverside Park, overlooking the Hudson. There, on
a summit, from which may be seen the great river and the metropolis

WINFIELD 8, HANCOOK.
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of the Nation, is the tomb of him whose courage and magpanimity in
war will forever give him rank with the few master spirits who, by
their heroic deeds, have honored tlhie human race and changed the
eourse of history.

Within less than three months from the funeral of Grant another

GEQRGE G. MEADE,

distiuguished Union general fell. On the 29th of October, General
George B. McClellan, first commander of the Army of the Potomae,
at one time general-in-chief, subseqnently Demoeratic candidate for
the presidency, and at a later period governor of New Jersey, died
et his home at St. Cloud, in that State. The conspicuous pari': which
he had borne during the first two- years of the Civil War, his eminent
abilities as a soldier and civilian, and his unblemished character as g
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man and citizen, combined to heighten the estimate of his life and
services, and to evoke the sincerest expressions of national sorrow on
the occasion of his death.

After another brief interval a third great military leader fell, in the
person of General Winfield S. Hancock. This brave and generous
commander was, at the time of his death, the senior major-general of
the American army. Always a favorite with the people, he had,
since the close-of the war, occupied a conspicuous place before the
public. In 1880 he was the Democratic candidate for the presidency,
and though defeated by General Garfield, the defeat was withount dis-
honor. His death, which occurred at his lome on Governor’s Island,
on the 9th of February, 1886, was universally deplored, and the people
omitted no mark of respect to the memory of him who, in the great
struggle for the preservation of the Union, had been honored with
the title of “ Hero of Gettysburg.” Thus have passed away the gal-
lant generals of the Army of the Potomac. George B. McClellan,
Ambrose E. Burnside, Joseph Hooker, George G. Meade, and
Winfield 8. Hancock have one by one joined

““The innumerable caravan that moves
To that mysterious realm where each shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death.”

Before the close of the year 1886 still another, worthy to rank
among the greatest of the Union commanders of the Civil War,
ended his career on earth. Late in December, Major-General John
A. Logan, United States Senator from Illinois, fell sick at his home,
called Calumet Place, in Washington City. ~His disease was rheu-
matism, to which he had been subject at intervals since his exposure
and hardships in the early Western campaigns of the war. After s
few day¢’ iilness he became suddenly worse; sank into a comatose con-
dition, and on the 26th of the month quietly breathed his last. His
military and civil career had been distinguished in the highest degree.
At the outbreak of hostilities, in-1861, few men did more than Logan
to strengthen and unify the Union sentiment in the wavering Border
States. Ilis voice was a clarion, heard shrill and far above the con-
fusion and uproar of the times. Resigning his seat in Congress he
joined the first advance of the Union army, and fought in the battle
of Bull Run. Without previous military training he rose rapidly te
distinetion, and became the volunteer general par ewcellence of the
war. After the close of the conflict he returned to political life, and
was chosen *United States Senator from Illinois. In 1884 he was
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nominated for the vice-presidency on the Republican ticket with James
G. Blaine. That ticket being defeated, he resnmed his duties in the
Senate, and remained at his post until his death. The ceremonies of
his funcral and the general voice *
of the American press indicated
in an unmistakable manner the
enduring place which he had mer-
ited and won in the affections of
the people.
In the meantime a great civilian
had fallen at his post of duty: On
Nov. 25, 1885, Vice-President
Thomas A. Hendricks, after what
was supposed to be a trifling illness
of a single day, died suddenly at his
nome in Indianapolis. The fatal
message came in the form of paral-
ysis. Not a moment’s warning was
given of the approach of that pale
eourier who knocks impartially at
the door of the peasant and the

portal of the great. The life of A N\

JOHN A, LOGAN,

Mr. Hendricks had been one of

*singular purity, and the amenities of Iis character had been for

many years conspicuous in the stormy arena of American politics.
The goodness and greatness of the man, combined with his distinetion
as governor, senator, and vice-president, served to draw from the peo-
ple every evidence of public and private respect for his memory.
The body of the dead statesman was buried in Crown Hill Cemetery,
near Indianapolis, the funeral pageant surpassing in grandeur and
solemnity any other display of the kind ever witnessed in the Wes-
tern States, except the funeral of Lincoln.

The death of the Vice-President was soon followed by that of
Horatio Seymour, of New York. On the 12th of February, 1886,
this distinguished citizen, who had been governor of the Empire
State, and, in 1868, candidate of the Democratic party for the presi-
dency against General Grant, died at his ‘home in Utica. He had
reached the age of seventy-six, and, though for many years living in
retirement, had never ceased to hold a large share of the attention of
his fellow-citizens. Still more distinguished in reputation and ability

was Samuel J. Tilden, also of the Ewvire State, who died at his home.
46
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called Greystone, at Yonkérs, war New York City, on the 4th of

August, 18586, . Mr. Tilden had lived to make a, matked—perhaps inef

faceable—impression on the political thouglit of the epoch. e had

acquired within the lines of his own party an influence and ascendency

far greater than that of any other statesman of his times. His intel:
lectual force could not be doubted,
nor could it be claimed that he
failed to apply his faculties assid-
uously to the greatest political
questions of the age.

Mr. Tilden was born on the 14th
of Febrnary, 1814, and was thus
in the 73d year of his age at the
time of his death. He had been a
prominent figure in his native State
for fully forty years, and had held
many places of public trust and
honor. In 1870-T1 he was among
the foremost in unearthing the
astounding frauds and robberies
which had been perpetrated on the
city of New York, and in the foi-
lowing year was sent to the General #
Assembly, where his services were

g s, yinr invaluable. In 1874 he was elected
Governor of New York by a major-

ity of more than 50,000 votes. In the executive office he was one of the
ablest and most thorongh-going who ever occupied the gubernatorial
chair of the State. In 1876 he was nominated for the presidency, and at
the election of that year received a large majority of the popular vote,
only failing of a majority in the clectoral college because of the tacties
of the leaders of the party in power. Neither he nor Gengral Hayes
was clearly elected, the Democrats having carried two or three States
with the shot-gun, and the Republicans, by the aid of the Electoral
Commission, having counted in the electoral votes of a State or two
which they did not carry at, all. After the contest Mr. Tilden retired
to private life, but continued to guide the counsels of his party and to
influence public opinion up to the date of his death. Perhaps one of
his ablest—as it was his last—public paper was a general letter on the
subjeet of “ The Coast and Harbor Defenses of the United States,” a
publication which clearly led to the legislation of the Forty-ninth ‘Con-
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gress on that important subject. Thus, within the space of less than
eleven months, four of those eminent American statesmen who bad
been candidates of the Democratic party for the presidency of the
United States, and the distingnished Vice-President recently chosen
by that party to the second place of honor in the Government, had
fallen from their places in the ranks of the living.

To this list of the American great whose earthly activities have
recently ended in death must still be added the illustrious name of
Henry Ward Beecher. To him, with little reservation, must be as-
signed the first place among our
orators and philanthropists. Nor
is it likely that his equal in most
of the sublime qualities of energy
and manhood will soon be seen
again on the great stage of life,

His perscnality was so large, so

unique, and striking, as to consti-

tute the man in some sense swi

generis. His kind is rare in the

world, and the circumstances which

aided in his development have

passed away. That fact in Amer-

ican history—the institution of

slavery—which bronght out and ,

displayed the higher moods of

his anger and stormy eloquence

cannot again arouse the indigna-

tion of genins. The knight and SRR

his dangerous foil sleep together in HENRY WARD BEECHER.

the dust. ¢

Mr. Beecher had the happy fortune to retain his faculties unim-
paired to the very close of his eareer. On the evening of the 5th of
Mareh, 1887, at his home in Brooklyn, surrounded by his family, with
no premonition or portent, the message came by apoplexy. An artery
broke in the magnificent, heavy brain, that had been for more than
forty years one of the greatest batteries of thought and action in the
world, and the aged orator, nearing the close of his seventy-fourth
year, sank into that deep sleep from which no power on earth could
wake him. He lived until the morning of the 8th, and quietly entered
the shadows. The sentiments awakened by his death, the circum-
stances of his sepulture, and the common eulogium of mankind, proved
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beyond doubt the supreme place which he had occupied in the ad
miring esteem, not only of his own countrymen, but of all the great
peoples of the world.

Another distinguished name to be added to the American necrology
of the decade is that of Mo.rison Remich Waite, Chief Justice of the
United States. His death occurred at his home, in Washington City,

on the 23d day of March, 1888,
The event suggests and justifies the
addition of a few paragraphs rela-
tive to the history and personnel
of that great tribunal over which
Judge Waite presided during the
last fourteen years of his life.

In the formation of the Consti-
tation of the United States it was
intended that the three general de-
partments of the Government
should be of correlative rank and
influence. The sequel, however,
as developed and illustrated in the
actual working of our national
system, has shown that the execu-
tive and legislative departments

_ predominate, naturally, perhaps in-
RS - : evitably, over the judicial branch,
MORRISON REMICH WAITE. and that, in the popular estimate,
at least, the supreme court is of
small importance as compared with the presidency and the two houses of
Congress. This disesteem of the judiciary is not verified by a broader
and more philosophical view of the subject. The importance,
especially, of the conservative opinion of our great national court, in
determining, at least negatively, the final validity of all legislation and
of all subordinate judicial decisions, can hardly be overestimated. The
game may be said of the supreme bench, considered as the only ime
movable breakwater against the unserupulous and rampant spirit of
party. It is fortunate, moreover, that the offices of our chief justice
and of the associate justiceships are appointive, and are thus removed,
in great measure, from the perfidy of the convention and the passion
of a partisan election. It may be of interest to glance for a moment
at some of the vicissitudes through which the supreme court has passed
since its organization, in 1789.
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The court was then instituted by the appointment\of John Jay as
ehief justice,* who held the office until 1796, when he gave place %o
Oliver Ellsworth. The latter presided over the eourt until, in 1800,
the infirmities of age compelled his resignation. Then came the long
and honorable ascendency of Chief Justice John Marshall, who held the
office from his appointment, in 1801, to his death, in 1835. This was
the golden age of the supreme court. From 1835 to 1837 there was
an interregnum in the chief justiceship, occasioned by the disagree-
ment of President Jackson and the Senate of the United States; but,
at the latter date, the president secured the confirmation of Judge
Roger B. Taney as chief justice, who entered upon his long term of
twenty-seven years. It was his celebrated decision in the case of the
negro, Dred Scott, relative to the status of the slave race in Ameriea,
that applied the torch to that immense heap of combustibles whose
explosion was the Civil War.

At the death of Chief Justice Taney,in 1864, President Lincoln ap-
pointed as his successor Salmon P. Chase, recently secretary of the °
treasury, and author of most of the great financial measures and expe-
dients by which the national eredit had been buoyed up and preserved
during the rebellion. His official term extended to his death, in 1873,
and covered the period when the important issues arising from the
Civil War were under adjudication. To Chief Justice Chase fell also,
by virtue of his office, the duty of presiding at the impeachment trial
of President Andrew Johnson. In 1874 the appointment of Morrison

~ R. Waite as chief justice was made by President Grant; and the death

of this able jurist devolved on President Cleveland and the Senate the
duty of naming his successor.

Chief Justice Waite was born at Lyme, Connecticut, on the 29th
of November, 1816. From the public school he was transferred
to Yale College, and was graduated from that institution in 1837.
He then became a student of law, and, after completing his course,
removed to Ohio, where he entered upon the practice of his profession
at Maumee City. After serving one term, 1849-50, in the Legislature
of the State, he removed to Toledo, which became henceforth his
hiome, mntil his duties as chief justice called him to Washington City.
He had been frequently solicited to become a candidate for office, but
had adhered to his profession until 187172, when he accepted from
President Grant the appointment as member of the celebrated Board
of Arbitration, to sit at Geneva, in the adjudication of the Alabama
Claims. Here he was associated with Charles Francis Adams, Caleb

¥ For the organization of the first supreme bench see page 364,
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Cushing and Wm. M. Evarts: and, thongh he was less known to the
public than they, he nevertheless bore himself with honor among hie
colleagues. Shortly after his return the death of Chief Justice Chase
opened the way for Mr. Waite’s appointment to the highest and most
important judicial seat in America; and to this augnst position he
bronght a character, talents and attainments equal to the responsi-
bilities of his office.

During his occupancy of the supreme bench Chief Justice Waite
steadily rose in the esteem and confidence of the nation. He was not,
perhaps, a man of the highest order of genius or of the very highest
rank as a jurist. Dut, on the whole, the office of chief justice was
rarely, if ever, more worthily borne than by its latest occupant. He
was a man of equable and judicial temper, little disposed, if dis
posed at all, to look beyond the supreime bench to a possibly higher
seat. His death was from pneumonia, and was so sudden as to be an-
nounced to the country by the same dispatches which gave first in-
formation of his serious sickness. He died peacefully, at his home,
His funeral was held first in the hall of the House of Representatives,
and afterward from his old vesidence in Toledo, at which city hig
remaing were finally committed to the tomb. ‘

The death of Chief Justice Waite made way for the return to the
supreme judicial office in the United States of some member of the
political party which las long been out of power. Since the epoch
of the Civil War the court has been filled almost exclusively with
judges who, by political affiliation, have belonged to the Republican
party. The first distinctly Democratic appointment which has been
made in the last quarter of a century was the recent one of Judge
Lucius Q. C. Lamar, who by the nomination of President Cleveland
was transferred from the secretaryship of the interior to the supreme
bench. It has thus happened, in the vicissitude of things, that the
two political theories which were opposed to each other in the
war for the Union, and are still opposed by party name, have
beeome confluent in the high court of the nation. This circumstance
has been to some a source of alarm and prejudice; but the hope may
be well entertained that partisan dispositions are less potept and
dangerous—if indeed they assert themselves at all—on the supreme
beneh of the United States. Thus far in its history the court has, a8
a rule, been as pure in its administration and methods as it has been
great in reputation. The muddy waters of party conflict have only
occasionally reached as high as the threshold of our honored tribunal;
and the fear that it may be otherwise hereafter may hopefully be put
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aside as a groundless and spectral chimera of the Liour. On May 1
1888, the President appointed Melville W, F uller, of Chicago, to tlu;
vacant chief justiceship. i

The impression produced by the death of Chief Justice Waite
had scarcely passed when the decease of another citizen, most noted
for high character and great talents, again called the public attention to
th.e rapid disappearance of the nation’s most distingﬁished represent-
atives. On the 18th of April, at the Hoffman House, New York
city, Hon, Roscoe Conkling, ex-Senator of the United States. died
after a brief and painful illness. A ;
local inflammation resulting in the
formation of a pus-sack under the
mastoid bone of the skull led to
the eutting of the skull in hope of
saving Mr. Conkling’s life; but he
succnmbed to the fatal malady and
shock of the operation.

Roscoe Conkling was born in
Albany, N. Y., on the 30th of Octo-
ber, 1820. After the completion
of an academic course of study he
went as a student of law to Utica
in 1846. On reaching Lis majority

. he was admitted to the bar, and was

soon afterward appointed to the
office of County Attorney. From
the beginning of his career his
great talents and remarkable force
of character were manifest. He
made a profound impression first upon the local and then upon the
general society of New York. In 1858 he was Mayor of Utica, and
in the same ycar was sent to the national House of Representai’:ives.
He had already become an able politician, and was soon recognized as
the leader of the Republican party in his native State. His rise was
rapid, and his influence became marked in the affairs of the Govern-
ment. « He served for six years in the lower House, and in 1866 was
elected to the Senate. In that body he aspired to leadership and grad-
ually sitained it, though not without many struggles and contests with
the great men of the epoch, He was twice re-elected Senator—in 1879
and 1878 ; but in his third term, namely, in 1881, he found himself in
such relations with the Garfield administration us induced him to resign

ROSCOE CONKLING,
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his seat. This step was regarded by many as t.hc mistake ot: ]!'i .pc:.ht-
jcal life. At any rate, he failed of a re—electrmn, the adméms u:i .l;)ll
party getting control of the Legislature of New Yorlt:' ag tose:i vlati
another in his place. After that date Mr. Conklmg refuile_ 1} S
life and took up with the greatest suceess the practice of lus proless
i 'k city.
o Ni;si‘::ﬂéonl;ling was a man of the highest courage and st?ncél_est
convictions. He never shone to greater advantage tl‘lan when Oea };g
the forces of General Grant in the (.Jhicago Cot}ventmn oj 185:»i : ve
was a born political general. His will and persistency :.m pri ; g?t e
him a power which, if it had l)een.telppcrefl with g.lelatcr }1111' a s g%
eonld hardly have failed to crown his ll.fe with tl.te hig 1est honor
the nation. IHis talents rose to the region of genius, and hEs presence
was magnificent—an inspiration to his frlem;ls, a terror tc.) 11“:1620':1:12
As a summary of the results of his career it may be Sa]l?:] that a i
time of his death none except his eminent rival, I&.Ir. :;111:13, m‘:r:m
justly contest with him the proud rank of most distinguished pri
itizen of the United States.
CHM'LI;:][L::fn::hi!c, in the spring of 1886, had occl.irred one ofl th[e} mtc:;
gerions labor agitations which had ever been witnessed in the ;nthe
States. It were difficult to present an adequate Etaterncn:-o A
causes, general and special, which produced t.hese alarming f1L1011 ﬁm‘;
Not until after the close of the Civil War did there ap;{earvl .u; i
symptoms of a renewal, in the N.ew World, of the st.ru,c?rglg e.-w :cl;am
been going on for so long a time in Europe between the }(1 mf 111,1_,denever
and the capitalists. It had been hoped that sncl} a conflict v.]ou o
be renewed in the countries west of the At].antlc. Such a 10?9, tlo :
ever, was doomed to disappointment. '-I‘he first \?’e]l—mark.ed 8y mpl;)rr:d
of the appearance of serions labor St!‘lkPS. and. msurrc.cr,m}ls 0(',011 -
as early as 1867. The origin of these d_lﬂmnltle:s was in tfm lcoa aeat
iron p.rodneing regions of Pennsylvania B,!.]d in some 0} the grm‘
manafactories of New England. For a while the distur )ance§kp ;
duced but little alarm. It was not until the: grea}‘ railroad sttrtl et](:e
1877 that a general apprehension was excited with l:espevc -(:n e
unfriendly relations of labor and capital. In tlfc fo]lowmgﬂ;ge:tu e
aneasiness existed, but the better times, extending from 187 \ 0 p n;
with the consequent f:worablf rt?.te of1 11v:ages, tended to remove,
stpone, the renewal of trouble. e '
193‘“2’ sltjagieg of ‘r;ad crops ensued, and the average ability of !:]Te pe(;}f;
to purchase was correspondingly diminished. The spccfuliim.t:h?;:a -
however, did not cease, and the large amounts of capital Wi

CLEVELAND'S ADMINISTRATION. 687

from legitimate production ar. lost in visionary enterprises still
further reduced the means of employing labor. Stagnation ensued in
business ; stocks declined in value; manufactories were closed, and the
difficulty of obtaining employment was greatly enhanced.

While these causes, half-natural, half-artificial, were at work, others,
wholly fictitious, but powerful in their evil results, began tosoperate in
the creation of strife and animosity. Monopolies grew and flourished
to an extent hitherto unknown in the United States. On the other
hand, labor discovered the salntary but dangerons power of combina-
tion. A rage for organizing took possession of the minds of the
laboring men of the country, and to the arrogant front of monopoly
was opposed the insurrectionary front of the working classes.

More serious still than the causes here referred to was the intro-
duction into the United States ofva large mass of ignorant foreign
lubor. The worst elements of several European States contributed
freely to the manufactories and workshops of America, and a class of
ideas utterly un-American became dominant in many of the leading
establishments of the country. Communistic theories of society and
anarchic views of government began to clash with the more sober
republican opinions and practices of the people. To all this must be
added the evils and abuses which seem to be incident to the wage
system of labor, and are, perhaps, inseparable therefrom. The result
has been a growing jealousy of the two great parties to production,
the laborer and the capitalist.

The opening of trade for the season of 1886 witnessed a series of
strikes and labor imbroglios in all parts of the country. Such troubles
were, however, confined for the most part to the cities and towns
where labor was aggregated. The first serious trouble occurred on
what is known as the Gould system of railways, reaching from the
Mississippi to the south-west. A single workman, belonging to the
Knights of Labor, and employed on a branch of the Texas Pacific
Railway, at that time under a receivership, and therefore beyond the
control of Jay Gould and his subordinates, was discharged from his
place. This action was resented by the Knights, and the laborers on a
great part of the Gould system were ordered to strike. The move-
ment was, for a season, successful, and the transportation of freights
from 8t. Louis to the south-west ceased. Gradually, however, other
workmen were substituted for the striking Knights; the movement of

freights was resumed, and the strike ended in comparative failure ; but
~ this end was not reached until a severe riot in East St. Louis had

occasioned the sacrifice of several innocent lives,
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: Far mare alarming was the outbreak in Chicago. 1In that city the
socialistic and anarchic elements were sufficiently powerful to present a
bold front to the authorities. Processions bearing red flags and banners,
with communistic devices and mottoes, frequently paraded the streets,
and were addressed by demagogues who avowed themselves the open
enemies of society and the existing order. On the 4th of May a vast
erowd of this reckless material’ collected in a place called the Hay-
market, and were about to begin the usual inflammatory proceedings,
when a band of policemen, mostly officers, drew near, with the
evident purpose of controlling or dispersing the meeting. A ter-
rible scene ensued. = Dynamite bombs were thrown from the crowd
and exploded among the officers, several of whom were blown to pieces
and others shockingly mangled. The mob was, in turn, attacked by
the police, and many of the insuxgents were shot down. Order was
presently restored in the ity ; several of the leading anarchists were
arrested and held for trial on the charge of inciting to murder, and

-
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No such scene of devasta'ion and terror from a like canuse had ever ®
before been w'*ituesseai withir ‘he limits of the United State;.

!Many scientists of nativnal reputation hurried to the scene and
mace a carcful serutiny of the phenomenon with a view of contributin
something to the exact knowledge of mankind respecting the cause%
an-d character of earthquakes. One wor two points 'Werebdetermined
Wl.th tolerable aceuracy. One was, that the point of origin, ealled th
epicenter, of the great convulsion had been at a place bab;ut‘ twente
miles fr.mn Charleston, and that the motion of the earth immediately
over this center had been nearly up and down—that is, vertical 1{
seco_nd point tolerably well established was that the iso,se.ismic iines
or lines of equal disturbance, might be drawn around the epicenter in,
circles very nearly concentrie, and that the circle of oreatest disturb-
ance was at some distance from the center. Still ; third item of
know.]edge tolerably well established was that away from the epicenter
—as illustrated in the ruins of Charleston—the al::imtion of tﬁe earth

measures were taken to prevent the recurrence of such tragedies as
had been witnessed in the Haymarket Square.  On the following day
a similar, thongh less dangerous, outbreak occurred in Milwaukee;
but in this city the insurrectionary movement was suppressed without
gerious loss of life. The attention of the American people—let us
hope to some good end—was called, as never before, to the danger-
ous relations existing between the upper and nether sides of our
municipal populations.

The sammer of 1886 is memorable on account of that great natural
phenomenon, known as the Charleston earthquake. On the night of
the 31st of Angust, at ten minutes before ten o’clock, it was discovered
at Washington City, and at several other points where weather and
signal stations were established, that communications with Charleston, S.
(., were suddenly cut off. The discovery was made by inquiries relative to
the origin of a shock which had that moment been felt with varying
degrees of violence thronghout nearly the whole country east of the
Mississippi and south of the great lakes. In a few minutes it was
found that no telegraphic communication from any side could be had
with Charleston, and it was at once perceived that that city had suffered
from the convulsion. Measures were hastily. devised for further ‘n-
vestigation, and the resnlt showed that the worst apprehensions were
verified.. Without a moment’s warning the city had been rocked and
rent to its very foundations. Hardly a building in the limits of
Charleston or in the country surrounding liad escaped serious injury,
and perhaps one-half of all were in a state of semi-wreck or total ruin.

was not in the nature of a single shock or convulsion, as a dropping or
Sl‘ldlllg of the region to one side, but rather a series of very g 11i}<jk tz;r.ld
lee.nt oscillations, by which the central country of the di{sturbance
Was in the course of some five minutes settled somewhat to seaward
'Ilhe whole coast in the central region of the distarbance was mo;ii-
ﬁed. with respect to the sea, and the ocean itself was thrown into tur-
moil for leagues from the shore. The people of the city were in a state
of utmost consternation. The people fled from their falline houses to
the public squares and parks and far into the country. DAfraid fo
return into the ruins they threw up tents and light booths for protec
tion and abode for weeks away from their ho?nes. The convulsim;
was ]?); f;}x' the greatest that this continent has experienced within
the historical epoch. Nothing before in the limits of our knowledge
has been at all comparable with it in extent and violence except the
great earthquake of New Madrid, in 1811., The disaster to Charles-
ton served to bring out some of the better qualities of our civiliza-
?lnn. Assistance came from all quarters, and contributions poured
in for the support and enconragement of the afflicted people. For
s?\:oml wecks a series of diminishing shocks continued to terri'fy the
citizens and paralyze the efforts at restoration. But it was discovered
in the course of time that these shocks were only the dying away of
t!:e great convulsion, and that they gave canse for hope of entire cessa-
;Hgt 'mther than continned alarm. In a lapse of a few months the
aéag fs:%fiffﬁ:;i ﬁ:;;;}e; .buswess was resumed, and the people were
44 %
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On the 4th of March, 1887, the second session of the Forty-ninth
Congress expired by statutory limitation. ThL: work of LhF ‘hod_y had
not been so fruitful of results as had been desired and :m.{:t:lp.atcd by
the friends of the government; but sqme important legislation had
been effected. On the question of the tariff nothing of value was accom-
plished. True, a serious measfire of revenue reform had been l?r?ught
forward at an early date in the session, but owing to tlle n])posltml)l of
that wing of the Democratic party headed by II-on. Samuel J. Rans
dall, and committed to the doctrine of protection, as well as_tu the
antagonism of the tepublican majority in the tfcn:itv. the act failed of
:u!nl‘ntion. In fact, by the beginning of 1887 it had l)L‘(‘Ullll:‘ apparent
that the existing political parties could not be ful'ceci-ro a'lagn on lt.he
issue of free trade and tariff, and as a result no logislaftmn look-lng
to any actunal reform in the current revenue syster~ ~f the United
States could be carried through Congress. :

On the question of extending the Pensic Ll.:t, however, the case
was different. A great majority of both paities could always be
counted on to favor such measures as looked to the increase of- benefits
to the soldiers. At the first, only a limited number lof.pcnswns had
been granted, and these only to actunally disabled and injured veterans,
of th; War for the Union. With the lapse of time, lm\\'{.zvcr. and the
relaxation of party allegiance, it became more _{md more i mpm'mm- to
each of the parties to secure and hold the soldier vote, without which
it was felt that neither could maintain ascendency in the guvef'nmcnt.
Nor can it be denied that genuine patriotie sentiment and Eqr:tt.ttuf‘h? of
the nation to its defenders coincided in this respect with p})htlcal
ambition and selfishness. The Arrears of Pensions Act, making up
to those who were already recipients of pensions such .amumlts as

wohld have acerned if the benefit had dated from the time of dl.s-
ability, instead of from the time of granting the pension, was passed in
1879, and at the same time the list of beneficiaries was greatly cnla_rged(;l

The measure presented in the Forty-ninth Congress was .des.s:lgnzd
to extend the pension list so as to in('1.m;]u all regularly enlisted & -
honorably discharged soldiers of the CEHI War who h.adl I{GCOITIFML
whole or in part dependent upon the aid of others fmr their I'JIA:E'
nance and welfare. The measure was known as the Depender en;
sions Bill, and thong.1 a few had the courage to oppose the el.lactme:’
of a law which appeared to fling away the l;c'mnt_v of th? gow?ltnme d.
to the deserving and the undeserving, the'e.\'ll and the just a!:];e, ;:d
to compel the worthy and honorable recipients (.)f pensions w ItO
actually suffered in the war to rank themselves in the same category

L
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with the thriftless, the unpatriotie, and the improvident, who, having
been in the army, had afterward come to grief through their own luck
of enterprise and frugality ; yet a majority was easily obtained for the
measure in both Ilouses, and the act was passed. DPresident Cleve-
land, however, interposed his veto, and the proposed law fell to the
ground. A strenuous effort was made in the House of Represent-
atives to pass the bill over the veto; but the movement failed.

By far the most important and noted piece of legislation of the
session was incorporated in the act known as the Inter-State Commerce
Bill.  For some fifteen years complaints against the methods and man-
agement of the railways of the United States had been heard on many
sides, and in cases not a few the complaints had originated in actual
abuses, some of which were willful, but most were merely incidental
to the development of a system so vast and, on the whole, g0 bene-
ficial to the public. In such a state of affairs the lasting benefit is
always forgotten in the accidental hurt. That large class of people
who, in despite of the teachings of history, still believe in the care of
all things by law, and that mankind are always about to perish for want
of more legislation, became clamorous in their demand that Congress

-should take the railways by the throat and compel them to accept
what may be called the system of uniformity as it respects all charges
for'service rendered. Tt was believed in Congress that to take up this
eall, and champion the alleged canse of the people, wonld be one of
the most popular measures of the period. The Inter-State Com-
merce Bill was, accordingly, prepared, with-a multitude of lengthy
and involved clanses requiring a commission of great lawyers for their
interpretation. It was enacted that all freight carriage across State
lines within the Union should be at the same rate per hundred forgall
distances, and between all places, and under substantially the same
conditions, and that passenger fares shonld be wmform for all
persons. It must be borne in mind that, in the very nature of things,
railways are unable to carry freight at as small a rate per hundred, or
passengers at as small a charge per mile, between places approximate as
between places at great distances. It must also be remembered that
in some regions it is many times more expensive to baild and operate
A railroad than in sthers. To carry one of these great thoronghfares
over the Rocky Mountains is a very different thing from stretehing a
similar track across the level prairies of Illinois, It must still further
be considered that, in the natare of the case, competition will do its
legitimate and inevitable work at an carlier date and more thoroughly
between great ¢jties, even when rcnn%ely situated, than between unim-
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portant points, however near together. The traffic and travel between
two villages is not snfficient to create competition among the carriers
It is as absurd to suppose that railway tariffs can be the same between
New York and Chicago as they are between two Missouri towns, as it
is to suppose that butter can command the same price in an Towa vil:
lage tlnatht does in the Quiney Market of Boston. What should be said
of an attempt in Congress to make the price of wheat and pork
aniform throughout the United States?

The Inter-State Commerce Bill was conceived against all the
natural, manifest and undeniable principles of the commercial world,
It was passed with the belief that all diseriminations in the charges
made by railways doing business in more than one State could be pre-

“vented by law. It was passed as if’ to amend or abrogate those natural
laws of trade and traffic which in their kind are as absolute, and as

beneficial, as the law of gravitation. It was passed with the ulterior

design of securing to its promoters the support of that ignorant and
embitterad race of men whose prejndices are out of all proportion to
their knowledge of human rights, or their recognition of the par:
amount interests of the whole people. It was passed under the per
nicions anti-democratie theory of governmental paternalism, which says
that men are infants or imbeeiles, unable to care for themselves unless
they are fed and led and coddled by some motherly government of Which
they are the irresponsible offspring. It is safe to say that no other
measure ever adopted by the American Congress has been so difficult
of application, or has thrown the commercial affairs of the country into
80 great disorder. The one redeeming feature of the case lLias heen,
and is, that they who, by the passage of so preposterous a series of
enactments, thought to crown themselves with laurel, came forth wear-
ing a diadem of weeds and cactus. -

During the whole of Cleveland's administration the public mind
was swayed and excited by the movements of politics. The univer-
sality of partisan newspapers, the combination in their columns of all
the news of the world with' the invectives, misrepresentations, and
countercharges of party leaders, kept political questions constantly
uppermost, to the detriment of social progress and industrial interests.
Scarcely had President Cleveland entered upon his office as chief magis-

 trate when the question of the succession to the Presidency was agitated.
The echoes of the election of 1884 had mot died away before the
rising murmur of that of 1888 was heard.

By the last year of the current administration it was scen that
there would be no general break-up of the existing parties. It was
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also pef'c.eived that the issues between them must be made, rather than
found in the existing state of affairs. The sentiment 5;1 the United
States in favor of the Constitutional prohibition of the manufacture
a.md sale of intoxicating liquors had become somewhat extended and
m.tensiﬁed since the last quadrennial .election. But the discerning eye
might per.eeive that the real issue was between the .Republiear? and
Democratic parties, and that the questions involved were to be rather
those of the past than of the future.

. One issue, however, presented itself which had a living and prac-
tical relation to affairs, and that was the question of ProrecTion 10
AmerioaN Inpvstry, Since the campaign of 1884, the agitation had
been- gradually extended. At the opening of the session zi311.188'i’ the
President, in his annual message to Congress, departed frou all p;ece-

dent, and devoted the whole document to the discussion of the single

questior.l ?f a Leeform of the Revenue System of the United States,
The existing rates of duty on imported articles of commerce had so
greatly augmented the income of the Government that a large surplus
haq accumulated, and was still accumulating, in the treasury of the
United States. This fact was made the basis of the President’s argu-
ment in favor of a new system of revenue, or at least an ample redue-
tion in' the tariff rates under the old. It was immediately charged by
the Republicans that the project in question meant the sﬁbstitu?ion of
the system of free trade in the United States as against the system of
protective duties. The question thus involved was made the bottom
issue in the Presidential campaign of 1888.

As to the nominees of the various parties, it was from the first a
f?regone conclusion that Mr. Cleveland would be nominated for re-elec-
tion by the Democrats. The result justified the expectation. The
Democratic National Convention was held in St. Louis, on the 5th day
of June, 1888, and Mr. Cleveland was re-nominated by acclamation,
For the Vice-Presidential nomination there was a considerable contest:
but, after some balloting, the choice fell on ex-Senator Allen G. Tlmr:
man, of Ohio. The Republican National Convention was held in Chi-
eago, on the 19th day of June. Many candidates were ardently pressed
upon the body, and the contest was long and spirited. It was believed
up to the time of the Convention, that Mr. Blaine, who was evidenth;
the ?avorite of a great majority, would be again nominated for the
‘Pr?‘s_ldency. But the antagonisms which that statesman had awakened
in his own party made it imprudent to bring him forward again as the
nominee, His name was accordingly not presented to the Convention,
The most prominent candidates were Senator John Sherman, of Ohio;




694 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.
Judge Walter Q. Gresham, of Chicago; Chauncey M. Depew, of l\e%w
York; ex-Governor Russel A. Alger, of M}cl_ug&n; ex—S-ena.tor Benja-
min Harrison, of Indiana; and Senator William B. Allison, Qf. Iowa.
The voting was continued to the eighth ballot, v'vhen thc.a choice fell
upon Benjamin Harrison, of Indiana. In the evening Levi P. Morton,
of New York, was nominated for the Vice-Presidency on the ﬁrst ballot.
In the meantime the Prohibition party had held its Nam.onal Con-
vention at Indianapolis, and on the 30th of I\{ay had nominated for
the Presidency General Clinton B. Fisk, of 'l\ew Jersey, and for the
Vice-Presidency John A. Brooks, of Missouri. The Demolcratlc plat-
form declared for a reform of the revenue system of the U.mted Stat.es,
and re-affirmed the principle of adjusting the tariff on 11?1})0rts with
strict regard to the actual needs of governmental expend_lture. The
Republican platform declared also for a reform -of the tariff schedule,
but at the same time stoutly affirmed the maintenance of the pro-
tective system, as such, as a part of the perm'anent -pohcy of the United
States. Both parties deferred to the patriotic sentiment of the country
in favor of the soldiers, their rights and interests, and lboth endeavored
by the usual incidental cirenmstances of the hour to gain .tlu? advantage
of the other before the American people. The Prohibitionists entereld
the campaign on the distinet prOpositicml= t!la,t the manufacture and :s;g
of intoxicating liguors should be prolnblted'throughout the Upi :
States by Constitutional amendment. To this was added a clanse in
favor of extending the right of suffrage to women. :
As the canvass progressed during the summer and autumn of 188
it became evident that the result was in doubt. The contest was exeeed-
ingly close. As in 1880 and 1884, the critical States were Ne:av Y}frk’
Oonnecticut, New Jersey, and Indiana. In all. of th.e other Nort ert:
States the Republicans were almost certain to win, while the Demol({zsra. %
were equally certain, of success in all t]fe South. In t}{e last wee . :d
the campaign General Harrison grew in favor, and his party gb?'n .
perceptibly to the close. The result showed success for the Repu 1;;1‘
candidate. Me received 233 electoral votes, against 168 votes for h.
Cleveland. The latter, however, appeared to a better advantage on the
popular count, having a considerable majority over General I-Iarr;son:
General Figk, the Prohibition candidate, recewsad nearly three 111:"1e
dred thousand votes; but under the system of voting no ele’?toral E) 2
of any State was obtained for him in the so-called “ College,” by W :
the actual choice is made. As soon as the result was km-)‘.-vn the exci 1:
ment attendant upon the campaign subsided and political questio
gave place to other interests.
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The last days of Cleveland’s administration and of the Fiftieth
Congress were signalized by the, admission into the Union of Four
New Srares, making the number forty-two. Since the incoming of .
Colorado, in 1876, no State had been added to the Republic. Mean-
while the tremendous tides of population had continned to flow to the
west and north-west, rapidly filling up the great Territories, Of these
the greatest was Dakota, with its area of 150,932 square miles. In
1887 the question of dividing the Territory by a line running east and
west was agitated, and the measure finally prevailed. Steps were taken
by the people of both sections for admission into the Union. Montana,
with her 145,776 square miles of territory, had meanwhile acquired a
sufficient population; and Washington Territory, with its area of
69,994 square miles, also knocked for admission. In the closing days of
the Fiftieth Congress a bill was passed raising all these four Territories
~—South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, and Washington — to the
plane of Statehood. The Act contemplated the adoption of State
Constitutions, and a proclamation of admission by the nex{ President.
1t thus happened that the honor of bringing in this great addition to the
States of the Union wxs divided between the outgoing and incoming
administrations. ’
Aunother Act of Congress was also of national importance. Hith-
erto the government had been administered through seven departments,
at the head of each of which was placed a Cabinet officer, the seven
together constituting the advisers cf the President. No provision for
such an arrangement exists in the Constitution of the United States;
but the statutes of the Nation provide for such a system as most in
accordance with the republican form of government. Early in 1889
8 measure was brought forward in Congress and adopted for the institu-
tion of a new department, to be called the Department of Agrienlture.
Practically the meusure involved the elevation of what had previously
been an Agricultural Burean in the Department of the Interior to the
rank of a Cabinet office. Among foreign nations France has been con-
spicuous for the patronage which the Government has given to the
agricultural pursuits of that country. Hitherto in the United States,
though agriculture has been the greatest of all the producing intereste
of the people, it has been neglected for more political and less useful
departments of American life and enterprise. By this act of Cougress
the Cabinet offices were increased in number to eight instead of seven..
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