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Wh en Congress conyencd in December, the whole queslion of 
the disputed pre:-,idency came at once before that body for adjust
ment. The situation was seriously complicated by the po!itical 
complexion of the Scnate and the IIouse of Rcprescnt:itiyes. In the 
former body the Republicans haJ a majority snfficient to control 
its action; while in the Ilouse thc Democratic majority was im 
more decisive and cc¡ually willful. The debates bcgan and scemed 
likely to be interminable. Thc qucstion at issue was as to whether 
the electoral votes of thc several Statcs shoul<l, at the proper time, he 
opened and counted by thc presiding officcr of the Scnate, in accord
ance with the immemorial and constitutional usage in such cases, or 
whether, in view of the exi:;tence of duplicate and spurious returns 
from sorne of the Statcs, and of allcged gross irrcgularities and frau<ls 
in others, sorne additional court ought to be constitute<l to open and 
count the ballots. Meanwhile the nccessity of doing somelhing became 
more ancl more imperative. The great merchants and manufacturers 
of thc couutry aml the boanls of tracle in the principal citics grew 
clamorous for a srec<ly allll pcaceable adjustment of the <l1fficulty. 
The spirit of comprombe gaiued grouutl; a11cl after much deuating in 
Congress it was agreed that all thc dispute<l election returus should be 
referred to A Jorn-r Hrnn Co:m,USSION, cousistiug of five members io 
be choseu from the United States Senatc, five from the Ilouse of 
Representatives, aud five from thc Supremc Court. Tbe judgmcnt of 
this tribunal should be final in ali mattcrs rcferred thercto for de
cision. The Comruission was accordingly constituted. The couuting 
was begun as usual i11. ihe prcscnce of the Sena te ancl the House of 

• Reprcsentatives. Wheu thc disputed and duplicate returns were 
reachecl they werc referrcu, Statc by State, to the Joint High Commis
sion, and on the 2d of ilfarch, only two days bejore the time Jor the i11r 

auguration, a final d'ecision was rcndered. The Repnblican caudidates 
were declared elected. One huudred and eighty-five eUctoral votee 
were cast for Ilaycs and \Vhecler, and one hundred and eighty-four for 
Tilden and HeudricJcs. The grcatest political crisis in the history of 
thfl country pas.sed harmlessly by without violence or uloods1-ed. 

- . CHAPTER LXI~. 

HAYES'S .ADMINISTR.ATION, 1877-1881, 

R UTHERFORD B_- HA YES, nineteenth President of the United 
States? was born m Delaware, Ohio, on the 4th day of October, 

1822. HIS ancestors were soldiers of the Revolution H18· • i · . • pr1mary 
ec ucabon was rece1ved in the public schools. Afterwards, his studiea 

were extended 
to Greek and 
Latin at the 
Norwalk 
Academy; and 
in 1837 he 
became a stu~ 
dent at Webb's 
preparatory 
school, at Mid~ 
dletown, Con , 
necticut. 1n 
the following 
year, he en
ter e d the 

· Freshman 
clas.s at Ken- · 
yon College, 
and in 184~ 
was graduatid 
from that in-

PR~mENT RAYES. stitution witli 
. · the h igbest 

h?nors of h1s ?lass. Three years after his graduation, he completed 
h1S legal _stnd1es ~t •Harvard University, and soon afterward bGgan 
the pract1ce o~ h1s profession, first at Marietta, tben at Fremont, 
and fin~lly as city solicitor, in Cincinnati. Here he won distinguisbed 
reputat10n as a lawyer. During the Civil War he performed much 
honorable servic~ in the U nion cause, rose to the rank of maJor 
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general, and in 1864, while still in the field, was elected to Congress. 
Three years latcr he was chosen governor of bis native State, and 
was reelccted in 1869, and again in 1875. At the Cinoi.nnati conv")n. 
tion of 1876, he had the good fortune to be nominated for the presi• 
dency over several of the most. eminent men of the nation. 

In his inaugural address, delivered on the 5th of Marcb,* President 
Hayes indicated the policy of his administration. The patriotic and 
conciliatory utterances of the address did much to quiet the bitter 
11pirit of partisanship which for many months had disturbcd the 
country. The distracted South was assured of right purposes on the 
part of tbe new chief-magistrate; a radical reform in the civil service 
was avowed as a part of bis policy; and a speedy return to specie 
payments was recommended as the final cure for the deranged finances 
of the nation. The immediate effect of tbese assurances-so evidently 
made in all good faith and honesty-was to rally around the incipieni 
administration the better part of all the parties and to introduce a new 
"Era of Good Feeling" as peaceable and beneficent in its character 
as th~ former turbulence had been exciting and dangerous. 

On the 8th of March, the President named the members of his 
cabinet. Here, again, he marked out a new departure in the policy 
of the government. For the cabinet, though exceptionably able and 
statesmanlike, "as noticeably non-partisan in its character. As secre
tary of state William M. Evarts, of New York, was chosen; John 
Sherman, of Ohio, was named as secretary of the treasury; George W. 
McCrary, of Iowa, secretary of war; Richard W. Thompson, of 
Indiana, secretary of the navy; Carl Schurz, of Missouri, secretary of 
the interior; Charles E. Devens, of· M.assachusetts, attorney-general; 
and David M. Key, of Tennessee, postmaster-general. These nomina-

• tions were duly ratified by the Senate; and the new administration 
and the new century of the republic were ushered in together. 

In the summer of 1877 occurred the great labor disturbance 
kq,own as THE RAILROAn STRIKE. For severa! years the mining 
districts of the country had been vexed with disputes and outbreaks 
having their origin in the question of wages. The manufactnring 
towns and cities had witnessed similar troubles, ancl the great cor
porations having control of the lines of travel and commerce were 
freqnently brought to a stand-still by the determined opposition of 
their employés. The workingmen and the capitalists of the country 

• The 4th of March fcll on Sunday. The same thing has happened in the followin& 
yeara: 1753, 1781, 1821 (Monroe's inauguration, second term), 1849 (Taylor's inaog
uration), 1877 (Hayes's ioauguration); and tbe same will hereafter occur aa follow,i: 
1917, 1945, 1973, 2001, 2029, 2057, 2085, 2125, 2153. • 
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hall for sorne time maintained towards each otLer a kind of an:ned 
neutrality alike hurtful to the intere¡;ts of both. In the spring of this 
ycar, the managers of the grcat railways leading from the seaboard 
to the West dcclared a reduction of te'n per cent in the wao-es of their 
workmen. This measure, which was to take effect at the

0 

middle of 
.Tuly, was v!olently resisted by the employés of the companies, and 
the most active steps were taken to prevcnt its success. The wot'kmen 
of the various roatls entcred into combinations, and the officers stood 
firm. On the 16th of J uly, thc employés of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad left thcir posts and gathtre<l such strength in Baltimore and 
at Martinsburg, Wcst Virginia, as to prevent thc running of trains 
and set the authorities at defiance. Thc militia was called out by 
Governor ~Iatthews and sent_ to Martinsburg, but was soon dispersed 
by the strikers who, for the time, remained masters of the line, The 
President then ordered General French to the scene with a body of 
regulars, and the blockarle of th~ road was raiscd. On the 20th of 
the month, a terrible tumult occurrecl in Balti.more; but the troops 
succeeded in scattering the rioters of wliom nine were killed and 
many wounded. 

Meanwhile the strike spread evcrywhere. In less than a week 
the trains had been stoppcd on all the important roads betwee~ the 
Hudson and the Mississippi. Except in the cotton-growing States the 
ins~rrection was universal. Travel cease<l, freights perished en rouU\ 
husmess was paralyzed. In Pittslrnrgh the strikers, rioters, and dan
gero~s classes gathering in a mob to the number of twenty thousand, 
obtarned complete control of the city and for two days held a reign 
of terror unparalleled in the history of the country. The lawless 
violence and madness of the scene recalled the fiery days of the 
French Revolution. The U uion Dép{)t and all the machine shop.~ 
and other railroad buildings of the city were burned, A. hundrcd and 
t~enty-fi ve loco moti ves, and two thousand five hundred cars Jad•n 
w1th valuable cargoes, were destroyed amid the wildest havoc and 
uproar. The insurrection was finally suppressed by the regular troops 
and the Peunsylvania militia, but not nntil nearly a I undred lives had 
?een lost and prQperty destroyed to the valuC: of more than three mill-
1ons of <lollars. 

On the 25th of tbe mont4, a similar but less terrible riot occurred 
at Ch~c~go. In this tumult fifteen of the insurgents were killed by 
the m1htary of the city. On the next day, St. Louis was for sorne 
hours in peril of the ruob. San Francisco was at the same time the 
~ne of •a dan;erous• outbreak which was here directed against the 
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Chinese immigrants and the managers of the ]umber yards. Cincin
nati, Columbm,, Louisville, Indianapolis, _and Fort "\~ayne WC're for 
a while in danger, but escaped without senous loss of hfe or property. 
By the close of the month, the alarming insurrection was at an end, 
Business and travel flowed back into their usual channels; but the 
sudden outbrrak had given a great shock to the public mind, and 
revealed a hidden peril to American institutions. 

In the mean time, a war had broken out with the Nez Perc6 
Indians of Idaho. This tribe of natives ha<l been known to the Gov
ernment since 1806, when the first .treaty was made with them by the 
explorers, Lewis and Clarke. Afterwards, m~ssionary ~tations were 
established among them, and the nation remamed on fri~~dly terms 
until after the war with Mexico. In 1854 the authonhes of the 
United Stat<:s, purchased a part of the Nez Percé territory, large reser
vations Leing made in N orth-western Idabo and N orth-eastern ~regon; 
but sorne of the chiefs refnsed to rat_ify the purchase and remamed at 
large. This was the beginning of difficulti~s. . 

The war began with tl-ie usual depredations by the Ind~ans. Gen
eral Howard, commanding the Department of the Columbia, marched 
again¡St them with a small force of regulars; but the Nez Percés, l~d 
by their noted chieftain J oseph, fled first in this direction, and then in 

that, avoiding battle. During the greater part of the summer the pur
suit continued; still the Indians could not be oyertaken. In the fall 
they were chased through the mountains into Northern Montana, ~vhere 
they were confronted by other troops cornmanded by ~olonel }.1iles. 

The Nez Percés, thus hemmed in, were next dr1ven across the 
Missouri River near the- mouth of the Musselshell, and were finally 
surrounded in ~heir camp, north of the Bear Paw Mountains. Here, 
on the 4th of Octobcr, they were attacked by the forces of Colonel 
Mileis. A hard battle was fought, and the Indians were completely 
rcvited. Only a few, led by the chief White Bird, escap\!d, Ali 
the rest were eithcr killed or made prisoners. Three hundred and 
seventy-five of the captive Nez Percés . were brongbt back to th~ 
American post on the Missouri. The troops of General Ho_ward ha f 
made forced marches through a mountainous country ,for ~ distaoce 0 

aixteen hundreil miles!-The campaign was crowned w1th complete 

success. · 1 · t ted 
Duriog the year 1877, the public mind was great Y ag1_ ª 

concerning THE REhIONETIZATION OF SILVER. By tbe first comage 
regulations of the U nited Sta tes, the standard unit of value was thª 
American Silver Dollar, containing three h\lnftred and si¡tepty-<>ue 
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and one-fourth grains of pure sil ver. From the date of the adoption 
of this standard, in 1792, uutil 1873, thc quautity of pure metal in this 
standard uuit had never Leen chnngcd, though the amount of alloy 
contained in the dollar was severa! times altered. :Meanwhile, in 1849, 
a gold dollar was added to the coiuage, a11d from that time forth the 
standard unit of value existed in both metals. In thc years 1873-
'74, at a time when, owing to the premium on gold ancl silver, both 
metals were out of circulation, a seriei: 0 1 · acts were adopted by Con
gress bearing upon the standard u11it of valne, whereby thc legal
tender quality of silver was first abri<lgcd and then abolished. Thcse 
enactments werc completed by the report of the Coinage Committee in 
187-1, by which the sih·er dollar was finally omitte<l from the list of 
coins to be struck at the national mints. The general effect of these 
acts was to lcave the gold dollar of twenty-three and twenty-two
hundredths grains the single standard unit of value in the United 
States. • 

In January of 1875, THE RESUMPTIO.N ACT was pasised by Con• 
gress, whereby it was declarcd that on the 1st of January, 1879, the 
Government of the U nited Sta tes should begin to redeem its outstand
ing legal-tender notes in coin. As the time for resumption dre~v near, 
and the premium on gold foll off, the question was raised as to the 
meauing of "coin" in the act for resuming specie payments; and now, 
for the first time the attcntion of the people at large was aroused to 
the fact tbat by the acts of 1873-'74, the privilege of paying debts in 
silver had been taken away, and that after the beginning of 1879 ail 
obligatious must be <lischarged according to the mcasure of the gold 
dollar only. A great agitation followed. -The cry for tite remonetiza
tion of silve1· was heard everywhere. The question reached the Gov
ernment, and early in 1878 a measure was passed by Congress for the 
restoration of the legal-tender quality of the old sil ver dollar, and pro
viding for the compulsory coinage of that unit at the mints at a _rate 
of not less than two millions of dollars a month. The President re· 
turned the bill with his ohjections, but the veto was crushed under r. 
tremendous majority; for ;1early three-fourths of the mcmbers of Con
gress, witbout respect to party affiliations, gave their support to the 
measure, and the old doublc standard of values was restored. 

In the summer of 1878, severa! of the Gulf States were scourgeJ 
with a YELLOW FEVER EPIDEmc, unparalleled in the history of the 
country. The disease made its appearance in New Orlcans in the 
latter part of May,. and from thence was quickly scattered among tne 
other towns along the Mississippi. Unfortunately, the attention of 
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the people in the Gulf countr; had hccn but litt1e given to ,anitary 
prccautions, ancl the Southcrn citics werc nearlv all in a condition to 
invite thc prcscncc of the scourgc. The terror ~oon spread from town 
to town, and the people began to fly from the pcstilence. The citiei,; 
of Memphis and Grcnada became a scene of desolation. 

1

At Vicks
burgh the ravagcs of the plague were almost equally terrible; ami 
e,·en in the parish-towns remote from the rÍ\'er, ~~d as far north as 
NasnYille and Louisville, tl1e horrors of the scourge were folt. All 
summer long the discase hel<l Ón unabatc<l. The h lpless po¡mlations 
along the Lower Mississippi languishcd and died by thousands. A 
r<:gnlar system of contributions was established in the N orthcrn Sta tes. 
and men and treasure were poured out without stint to relieve th~ 
sufferiug South. The eff'orts of the Howard Association at New Or
leans, Memphis, and clsewhcre, were almost nncqualed in heroism 
and sacrifice. After more than twenty thonsand people had fallen 
vict:!ns to the plague, the gratcful frosts of October carne at last and 
ended the pcstilence. • 

By the XVIIIth Article of the Treaty of Washington,* it was 
agreed thrt the right of thc inhabitants of the United States in cer
tain sea-fisheries which hall hithcrto bclonged exclusively to the sub
jects of Gr'eat Britain, should be acknowledgcd and maintained. It 
was conceded, moreo,·cr, that the privilege of taking fish of e\'ery 
kind-except shell-fish-on the sea-coaMs and shores, and in the 
bays, harbors, and creeks of the provinccs of QueLcc, Xº"ª Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Prince Edward's Isla[ld, and the islanrts thcreunto 
adjacent, without restrictiou as to distance from the shore should he . ' 
guaranteed to American fishermen, without prejudice or partiality. 
On the other hand, the government of ihe United Statcs agreed to 
relinquish the dnties which ha<l hithcrto becn chargcd on certain 
kinds of fish imported by British suhjects into American harbors. 
Severa! other concessions of minor importance were mutually mude 
by the contracting parties; and in order to balance any discrcpancy 
that might appear in the aggregate of such concessions, and to make 
the settlcment of a vexed question full, fai'r, and final, it was further 
agreed that any total advantage to the United States arising from 
the treaty, might be compcnsated by a sum in gross to be paid by the 
American governmtint to Great Britain. And in order to determine 
what such sum shoul<l be, a Commission was provided for, the same 
to consist of one commissioner to be appointed by the Queen, one 
J,y the President, and a third (provided the Queen and the Presi-

• See page 556. 
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. . 
dent should not agree on a ,..hird) by the Austrian arnba5sa1lor at 
the Court of St. James!* AccorJingly, in the summer of 1877, the 
Commission was constituted, and the sittings began at IIalifax. Bnt 
little attention was given to the proceedings of tbe body until Xo
vember, when the country was startled by the announccment that 
by the casting vote of :Mr. Delfosse, Belgian minister to the United 
States, who had been named as thir<l commissiouer by the Austrian 
ambassador at London, an award of five -millions of dollars liad been 
made against the Amet-ican government ! Thc decision was received 
with general surprise, both in the United States and in Europ~; 
and for awhile it seemed probable that the arbitration might be 
renounced as iniquitous. It was decided, however, that the awarcl, 
whether just or unjust, would better stand; and accordingly, in 
November, 1878, the amount was paid-not without great popular 
dissatisfaction-to the British government. 

The year 1878 witnesscd the establishment of A RESIDE:NT CHIXESE 
EMB.A.SSY at Washington. For twenty years the great and liberal treaty 
negotiated by Anson Burlingame had been in force between the United 
States and China.. Under the protection of this compact, the commer
cial relations ofthe two countries had been vastly extended,and a knowl
edge of the institutions, manners, and customs prevalent in the Celes
tial Empire so widely diffused as to break clown in sorne mcasure the 
race-prejudice existing against the l\fongolians. The enlightened 
policy of the ¡eigning emperor had also contributed to establish more 
friendly intercourse with the United States, and to promote such 
mensures as should rnake that intercourse lasting. Tb.e idea of send
ing resident ambassadors to the American government had been en
tertained for severa! years. The emperor had been assured that the 
people of China-more particularly her ministers-would be receivccl 
with all the courtesy shown to the most favored nation. The officers 
chosen by the imperial government as its representatives in the Unitcd 
States were Chen Lan Pin, minister plenipotentiary, Yung Wing, 
assistant envoy, and Yung Tsang Siang, secretary of legation. On 
the 28th of Septem})er the embassy was received by thc Preside11t. 

• A strange and inexplicable provision. As a matter of fact, it camE> to pass that the 
man who by the terms of the treaty held the power of appointing, and who did appoint, 
1fe umpire in the Halüax Commission, was Count Von Beust, a Bourbon of the Bour
bons in politics, a Saxon renegade, an upholder of the :House of Hapsburg by choice, 
and a hater of all republican institutions. It thus happened that a question which had 
proved too much for the Joint High Commission itself, was remanded for settlement to 
a politieal adventurer temporarily resident in L<mdmil To understand the proceeding 
iequires the wisdom of a-stateamanl 
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• 
The ceremonies of thc occasion were among the most novel and in• 
teresting ever witnessed in Washington. The speech of Chen Lan 
Pin was equal in dignity and appropriatencss to the best efforts of a 
European diplomatist. Addrcssing the President the Chinese minister 
said: 

"MR. PRESIDENT: His Majcsty, the Emperor of China, in ap
pointing us to reside at Washington as ministers, instructed us to 
present your Excellency his salutations, and to express his assurances 
of friendship for you and the people of the United States. His 
Majesty hopes that your admioistration may be one of signal success, 
and that it may bring lasting peace and prosperity to the whole 
country. On a former occasion the Chinese government had tlrn 
honor to send an embassy to ,vashington on a special mission, and 
the results were most beneficent. His Majesty cherishes the hop8 
that this embassy will not only be the meaos of establishing on a 
firm basis the amicable relations of the two countries, but may also 
be the starting-point of a new diplomatic era which will eventually 
unite the East and West under an enlightcned and progressive civil
ization." 

The history of modern times contains many pleasing evidences 
of the growing estímate placed by ci vilized states u pon the value of 
human life. In the legislation of Congress seve.ral important acts 
bear witness to the general interest felt in thc United States on the 
subject of better protection for those who are exposed b~ land and sea. 
The question of affording adequate succor to shipwrecked sailors has 
especially engrossed the attention of the government, and many ~eas
ures have been propose<l with a view of giving greater secur1ty to 
"them that go down to the sea in ships." During the last session of 
the Forty-fifth Congress a bill was brought forward by S. S. Cox, of 
New York, for the reorganizatiün of TIIE LIFE-SAYING SERVICE OF 

THE UNITED STATES, under the patronage and control of the govern
ment. This service had existed as a private enterprise since 1871. 
The plan proposed and adoptcd June 18, 1878, embraced the establish
ment of regular stations and light-houses on all the exposed parts of 
the Atlantic coast and along the great lakes. Each station wus to be 
manned by a band of surfmen experienced in the dangers peculiar to 
the shore in times of storms and drilled in the best methods of rescue ' . 
and re¡;uscitation. Bovtl:l of the most approvcd pattern-capable of sur-
viving any storm that ever lashed the sea-were provided and 
equipped. A hundred appliances and inventions suggestcd by ~be 
wants of the service-life-cars with hawsers, an<l mortars for firmg 
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sbot-lines into vessels foundering at a distance from the shc.re- wcre 
supplied and their use skillfully taught to the brave men who were 
employed at the stations. The succcss of the enterprise has becn so 
great as to reflect the highest credit on its promoters. The numbe1 of 
liv~s saved through thc direct agency of the service reaches to thou• 
sands annually, and the amount of human suffering and distress alleviated 
by this beneficent movement is bcyond computation. So carefully are 
the exposed coasts of the United States now guarde<l that it is almost 
impossible for a foundering ship to be driven within sight of the shore 
witho~t at once beholding through the darkness of the otherwise hope
}ess mght the sudden glare of the red-light signa! flaming up from the 
beach, telling the story of friends near by and rescue soon to come. · 

On the 1st of January, 1879, THE RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAY

llE~TS was formally accomplished by the treasury of the United 
States. For more than scventeen years, owing to the disorders arising 
from the Civil War, gold and silver coin had been at a premium 
over the legal-tender notes of the GoYernment. During this whole 
period the monetary affairs of the Nation had been in a state of dis
traction. As a matter of fact, the monetary unit had been so fluctu
ating as to render legitimate business almost impossible. The actual 
purchasing power of a dollar could hardly be predicted from one 
week to another. Resulting from this, a spirit of rampant specula
tion had taken possession of most of the market values of the coun
try. 'l'he ~awful transactions of the street, carried forward in obedi
ence to the plain principles of political economy, suffere<l shipwreck, 
while pan1enu statesmen gave lectures on the nature of debt and the 
evils of overproduction ! After the passage of the Resumption Act, 
in 1875, owing to the steady and rapid appreciation of the value of 
the monetary unit, the debtor classes of the country entered a period 
of great hardship; for their indebtedness constantly augmented in a 
ratio beyond the probabiltty, if not the possibility, of paymcnt. It 
was an epoch of financia! ruin and bankruptcy, which was only 
checked, but not ended, by the abrogation of the Bankrupt Act, in 
1878. With the near approach of Resumption, however, a certain 
degree of confidence supervened; and the actual accomplishment of 
the fact was hailed by many as the ornen of better times. 

The presidential election of 1880 was accompanied with the usual 
excitement attendant upon great political struggles in the United 
States. The congressional elections of 1878 had generally gone 
against the Republican party, Íll3omnch that in both houses of the 
Forty-sixth Congress the Democrats had a clear majority. It wa., 
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therefore not unreasonable to expect that in the impending contest fot 
the presidency the Democratic party would prove successful. The 
leaders of this party were hopeful of success and entered the campaign 
with renewed zeal and energy. The Republican national convention 
was held in Chicago on the 2d and 3d of June. .A. platform of ¡nin
ciples was adopted largely retrospective.. The hist-Ory of the party 
during the twenty years of its supremacy in the government was 
recited as the best reason why its lease of power should be continued 
by the people. The platform reiiffirmed and emphasized the doctrine 
of nationality as opposed to the tbeory of states' rights; declared in 
favor of popular education; advocated a system of discriminating duties 
in favor of American industries; called on Congress to limit Chinese 
immigration; avoided the question of finance; complimented the 
administration of President Rayes; and arraigned the Democratic 
party as unpatriotic in its principies and fraudu!{'nt in its practic~s. 
U pon this platform-after the greater part of two days had been con
sumed in balloting- General James A. Garfield, of Ohio, was nom
inated for President, and Chester A. Arthur, of New York, for Vice
President. 

The Democratic national convention assembled in Cincinnati, on 
the 22d of J une. The platform of principles declared adherence to the 
doctrines aud traditions of the party; opposed the teudency to central
ization in the govermnent; adhered to gold and sil ver money and 
paper convertible into coin; advocated a tariff for revenue ouly; pm
claimed a free ballot; denounced the administration as the creature of 
a conspiracy; opposed the presence of troops at the polis; compli
mented Samuel J. Tilden for bis patriotism; <leclared for free ships 
and an amendment to the Burlingame treaty as against Chinese im
mi~ration; and appealed to the acts of the Forty-sixth Congress as 
proof and illustration of Democratic economy and wisdom. After 
adopting his platform the convention not\iinated for the presidency 
General Winfield S. Hancock, of New York, and for the vice-presi
dency William H. English, of Indiana . 

Meanwhile the Natio~al Greenback party had held a conventi.:m 
in Chicago, on the 9th of J une, and nominated as standard-bear~rs 
General James B. Weaver, of Iowa, for President, and General BenJa
min J. Chambcrs, of Texas, for Vice-President. The platform of 
principles declared in favor of the rights of the laborer, as against the 
exactions of capital; denounced monopolies and syndicates; proclaim~d 
the sovereign power of the government over the coinage of metalhc 
aud the issuance of paper money; advocated the abolition of th, 
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National banking system and the substitution of legal-tender cnrrency; 
declared for the paymcnt of the bonded debt of the United Statcs as 
against all refuuding schcmes; denouuced land-grants; opposed 
Chinese immigration and an increase of the standing army; favo1 ed 
the cqual taxation of all property aud unrestricted suffrage; demandcd 
reform in the methods of congressional proceedings; and appealed for 
support to the sense of justice in the American people. . 

The canvass had not progressed far until it became evident that 
the coutest lay between the Republican and the Democratic party, and 
that the long-standing sectional division into North aud &uth was 
likely once more to decide the contest in favor of thc former. That 
part of the Democratic platform which declared for a tariff for revenue 
only, alarmed the manufacturing interests and co~solidated them in 
support of the Republican candidates. Tbe banking and bond-hold
ing classes rallied with great unanimity to the same standard, and the 
old war spirit, aroused at the appearance of a "solid South" insured a 
solid North against the Democracy. The electiou resulted in the choice 
of Garfield and A.rthur. Two hundred and fourteen elect-Oral votes, 
embracing tbose of all the Nortbern States except New Jersey, Nevada, 
and ~our out of the five votes of California, were cast for the Republican 
cand1dates, aud one huudred and fifty-five votes, including those of 
every &uthern State, were given to Hancock and English. The can
di<lates of the National party secured no electo .l vntes, though the 
pop_nlar ,·ote given to Weaver and Chs.mbers aggregated 307,000 as 
agamst 81,000 cast for Cooper and Cary in 1876. 

The administration of President Rayes and the last session of the 
Forty-sixth Congress expired together on the 4th of March, 1881. 
The closing session had been chiefiy occupied with the matter of 
refunding the national debt. .A.bout seven hundred and fifty millions 
of dollars of five and six per cent. bonds became due during the year; 
and to provide for the payment or refunding of this large sum'-as the 
most important matter claiming the attention of Congress. Late in 
the session a bill was passed by that body providing for the issuance 
by the government of new bonds of two classes, both bearing three 
per cent.; the first class paya ble in from fi ve to twenty years, and the 
second class in from one t-0 ten years. The latter bonds were to be 
issued in small denominations, adapted to the conditions of a popular 
loan. One provision of the bill required the national banks holding 
five and six per cent. bouds to surrender the same-the bonds havin6 
fallen due-and to receive instead the new three per cent.s. Thís 
clausc of the law arouscd the antagonism of the banks, and by, every 
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possible means tbey sougbt to prevcnt thc pas:;age of the bill. On the 
last day of thc sei;sion, thc measure having been adopted by both 
houses of Cougress, the act was laid bcfore the Presi<lent for his 
approval, which was withhcl<l. A veto mcs~age was returned to Con
grcHS; the a<lvocates of the bill being unable to comman<l a two-thir<rs 
majority in its favor, the bill failed to become a law and thc scssion 
closed without any provision for the rcfun<ling of the 750,000,000 

dollars of bonds falling due in 1881. 
Soon after retiring from the prcsidency, General Grant with hi.s 

fümily and a company of personal friends, set out to _viisit the eountries 
of Europe and Asia, and to make a tour of the world. Though the 
expedit~on was intcn<led to be private it could but attraet thc most 
conspicuous attention both at home and abroad. The departure from 
Philadelphia on the 17th of )li1Y, 1877, was the bcginning of a pageant 
which, in its duration and magnificcnce, was never before extended to 
any citizen of any natiou of the carth. Wherever thc distinguishcd cx
President went he was weleomed with huzzas and dismissed with 
plaudits. First in England-at Liverpool, Munchcster, London
aud afterward~, in midsu:nmer, in Bclgium, Switzerland, Prnssia, 
and Frunce, cverywhere the Gcncral's coming was announccd by 
the thunder of cannon, the thronging of multitudes, and a <'horus 
of cheers. .A short stay in Italy was followed by a voyage to Alexan
dria, and a brief sojourn in Egypt. Thcnce the company proceeded to 
Palestine and afterwards to Greecc. The following spring found the 
ex-Presidcnt and his· party again in Italy-at Romc, Florence, Venice, 
and ~lilan; and the summer carried them into D~nmark, Swedcn, and 
Norway. Tbe next countries Yisitcd were Austria and Russia, while 
íor the winter the distinguished tourists chose the south of France and 
Spain. Ireland was visited, and in January of 1879 the company em
barked from Mar:;eille:; for the East. The following year was spent in 
visitin/ the great countries of Asia- India first; then Burmah and 
Siam; theu China; and then Japan. In the fall of 1879 the party 
returned to San Francisco, bea'ring with them the highest tokens of 
estcem which the great nations of the Old World could bestow u pon 
the honored representative M the civilization of the New. 

The census of 1880 was undertaken with more systcm and care 
than ever before in the history of the country. Thc work was eotrusted 
to the general superintendency of Professor Francis A. Walker, un<ler 
whosc direction the admirable census of 18i0 was condncted. During 
the rhcade thc same astounding progrcss which had marked the pre
v1ous•history of the United States was more tbau ever illW:itrated, 11 
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every source of national power, in every element of national vigor, the 
dcvelopmcnt uf the country had continucd without abatcmcnt. Tl1e 
total population of thc i;tat('S and territories of the Union now amounted 
to 50,152,8()()-au inereasc since 18i0 of mol'e tlwn a mil/ion inhabit
a_uts a y~r ! ~ew 1.~ork was still the leading statc, having a popula
t~on of n,083, 113. ~evada was lcast populous, ::-howing an enumera
bon of but ü2,2ü5. Of the 11,584,188 ad<led to the population since 
the census of 1870, 2,246,551 had been contrihuted bv imruigration 
of whom about 85,000 annually came from Gcrmm;v alone. Th; 
number of cities having a population of over 100,000 i;1lrnbitants had 
in_creascd ?uring the <lecade from fourteen to twenty.* The centcr 
of populution hud moved wcstward about fifty miles, and now rested 
at the city of Cincinnati. 

The statistics of trade aud industry werc likcwise of a sort to 
gratify patriofüm, if not to excite national pride. The current of the 
prc~ious meta.Is which_ for many_ycars had flowed constautly from the 
Umte~ States t~ fore1gn countnes turned strongly, in 1880, towar<ls 
Amenca. The 1mportation of specie during thc year just mcntioncd 
amountcd to $93,03~,310, while thc cxportation of the same <lming 
thc_ year reached only ~17,1-12,199. During thc greater part of tho 
per1od covered by thc ccnsus abundant crops had followed in almost 
uubro~en succe_ssion, and thc oYcrplus in the great staples peculiar to 
our so1l and clunate had gonc to cnrieh the couutry, and to stimulate 
to an unusual dc~ree those fundamental industries upon which national 
pNpctnity aud individual happineiss are u]timately founded.t 

• The following table will ~how the population nnd rate of incren~ in the ten Jead
lng cities in the United States, according to the ccn.•uscs of 18i0 and 1880: 

CITY, SUTE. Population Pcr cent. l 
of increai;e. 

- · • 
18i0 !880 

New York . Xew York. . . !142.~:l 1,20ii,!:i00 28. 
Philndelphia . Penn~ylvania . 6i4,02:l 846,!l84 2-5 
Brooklyn • • . fü•w York. . . 3'.16,0!l!l 586,6S!l 48 
~t. Louis • • . . )füsouri . . !HO,Sfi-1 350,lí:l:l 13 
Chicago • . . lllinois . . ~l\ 9ii 50:3,304 72 
Baltimore • . . :\laryland : : . 26i,3:j l 333,l!lO 24 
Boston 
<.:indnn¡ti: 

. ~In-~achuselL• 2,i(,S,:i26 362/i3,5 44 

·Xew Orlenns : 
. Ohio ..• :!lti,23!l 2-5,5,iOS 2'l 

Louisinna , J!ll,418 2:C,140 13 
San Francisco California • 1 l\l.-li3 1 233,956 56 
'--

t At the date of ~ending this edition to thc pre.•~. only the preliminary resulta of the 
llf!IRU8 of 1880 bave IM-en given to the public. 

• 

• 



646 HISTORY OF THE lJNITED STA.TES. 

During the administration of President Ilayes several eminent 
Americans passed from the scene of their earthly activities. On the 
1st of November, 1877, the distingnished Senator Oliver P. Morton, 
of Indiana, after battling for many years against the deadly en
croachments of paralysis, died at his home in Indianapolis. Ilis 
cleath, though not unforeseen, was much lamented. Still more 
universally felt was the loss of the great poet and journalist, William 
Cullen Bryant, who, on the 12th of J une, 1878, at the advanced age 
of eighty-four, passed from among the living. For more than sixty 
years his name had been known and bonored wherever the English 
lanO'UaO'e is spoken. Ilis life had been an inspiration, and the 
briiht;st light of American literature was extinguished in his death. 
On the 19th · of December, in the same year, the illustrious Bayard 
Taylor, who had recently been appointed American minister to the 
German Empire, died suddenly in the city of Berlin. His life had 
been exclusively devoted to literary work ; and almost every depart
mcnt of letters, from the common ta~ks of journalism to the highcst 
charms of poetry, had been adorned by his genins. Ilis death, at tite 
early age of fifty-four, left a gap not soon to be filled in the shining 
ranks of literatnre. On the 1st day of N ovem ber, 1879, Senator 
Zachariah Chandler, of Michigan, one of the organizers of the Re
pn blican party, and a great leader of that party in the times of tite 
ci\·il war, died snddenly at Chicago; and on the 24th <lay of Febrnary, 
1881, another senator, the distingnished 1.Iatt. II. 0arpenter, of 
"\Visconsin, after a linl!erinO' illness, expircd at Washington. One 

~ o . 
by one the strong men who battled for the preservation of American 
nationality in the stormy days of the civil war are passing or have 
passcd into the land of rest. 
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CHAPTER LXX. 

.llJMINIBTRATIONS OF GARFIELD AND :áRTlIUJl. ; 

J.UfES A. GARFIELD, twentieth Presideut of the United Staies 
' was born at Orange, Cuyahoga county, Ohio, November 19th, 18:31'. 
By the death of his father he was left in infancy to the sole care 
11 his mother and to the rude surronndings of a backwoods home. 

.\.;..::i' 
JAlllES A. GilPIELD • 

Blest with great 
native energy 
andan abundance 
of physical vigor, 
the boy gathered 

... ,. from country toil 
a sound constitu
tion, and from 
country schoole 
the rndiments 
of educa tion. 
In boyhood his 
services were in 
frequent demand 
by the f armers 

· of tbe neighbor
hood-for he de
veloped unusual 
skill as a me-

. chanic. After-
wards he served 
as a driver 1nd 
pil;t of a .Janal 
boat plying the 

Ohio and Pennsylvania canal. At the age of seventeen he attendcd 
the High School in Chester, where he applied himself with great dili
gence, extending his stuilics to algebr~, Latin, and Grcek. In the fall 
of 1851, he entered Hirarn College, in Portage county, Ohio, where he 
remaiued as student a.nd instrqctor until 1854, rn that year he i:mtem:l 
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