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eral State authorities. The buildings of New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Kansas were perhaps superior to any others

of this class in elegance of design and structure. Of similar sort

was the splendid Educdtional Hall of Pennsylvania, designed for the
display, by models and model-work, of all the methods and produets
of education in the Keystone State.

Of private structures the grounds were full. There was a commo-
dious and valuable edifice situated at the intersection of the Agricul-
tural Avenue with that of the Republic, called the Department of
Public Comfort—a name significant of its design. An elegant build-
ing, devoted to the displays of the Singer Sewing Machine Company,
stood on the southern declivity of the Lansdowne Valley, north of
the Art Gallery. Southward from Machinery Hall a Shoe and
Leather Building had been erected, the design of which was to illus-
trate the various processes and products of that important branch of
manufacture. The Building of the Centennial Photographic Assoeia-
tion was located on the east side of Belmont Avenue, and wasa spacious
edifice where all the processes of photography were illustrated. Sev-
eral of the leading newspapers of the country had buildings of limited
size, where their respective publications were advertised and offered
for sale. Then came the restaurants, cafés, and bazaars, varying in
their sort from common-place and mediocrity to a high degree of elc:.-
gance and Thxury.—An extended description of structures of this
grade and fashion would hardly be appropriate in an abridged history
of the great Exhibition.

This account of the Exposition buildings can not be better con-
cluded than by a brief reference to the unexpected and extraordinary
part which the Empire of Japan had taken in the Centennial, lee
Japanese buildings—two in number—though neither elaborate in their
style nor expensive in construction, were far more elegant, tastef‘ul,
and commodious than had been anticipated. The Japanese Dwelling
¢tood on George’s Hill, north of the Spanish Government Bu‘ilding;
and the oriental edifice was the better of the two! Spain, whose immor-
tal navigator of the fifteenth century “gave a New World to Castile
and Lgon,” did obeisance at the American Centennial to the dus-ky
Island Empire of the Far Pacific! The Bazaar of these progressive
foreigners was located near the Building of Public Comfort, and ex=
tended around three sides of a court. The edifice was of carved wood,
built without nails, low in elevation, covered with tiles. The grounds
were laid off in the style of a Japanese garden, and were surrounded
with a quaint fence of interwoven bamboo, These buildings, however,
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ereditable as they were, by no means did justice to the enterprise and
wit of the men who had them in charge. The people of the Western
Nations have felt a keen surprise at the intellfence, public spirit, and
progress manifested by the Japanese at the Centennial Exhibition.

Such were the buildings erected for the great occasion. And the
time drew near when they were to fulfill their purpose. On the 5th
of January, 1876, the formal reception of articles for the Exposition
was begun. From that time forth the work of setting in proper array
the almost infinite variety of materials which came pouring in from
all quarters of the world, was pressed with the utmost expedition by
the Centennial Commissioners, A branch track of the Pennsylvania
Railway was laid to the very portals of the great halls, and every meas-
ure was adopted by the managers which could facilitate the delivery
and arrangement of the articles of display. S8till, there were delays,
foreseen and unforeseen ; and it became apparent that a brief post-
ponement of the formal opening of the Exhibition would be neces-
sary. The anniversary of the battle of Lexington had been fixed upon
88 a suitable time for the inaugural ceremonies; but the work lagged,
and the Commissioners reluctantly changed the date of opening to the
1th of May, and of closing to the 10th of November, -

Meanwhile, on the 13th of October, 1875, A SysTEM oF AWARDS
had been adopted by the Centennial Commission, The members of
that body —availing themselves of past experience, and improving
upon the imperfect methods employed by the managers of the Inter-
national Expositions of Paris and Vienna—presented the following
General Scheme: -

‘L Awards shall be based upon Written Reports, attested by the
signatiires of their authors,

II. Two hundred Judges shall be appointed to make such re-
ports, one-half of whom shall be foreigners, and one-half citizens of
the United States. They shall be selected for their known qualifica-,
tions and character, and shall be experts in the departments to which
they shall be respectively assigned. The foreign members of this
body shall be appointed by the commissioners of each country, and
in conformity with the distribution and allotment to each, which will
be hereafter announced. The judges from the United States shall be
appointed by the Centennial Commission.

1II. The sum of one thousand dollars will be paid to each com-
missioned judge, for personal expenses.

IV. Reports and awards shall be based upon Merit. The ele-
foents of merit shall be held to include considerations relating to
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originality, invention, discovery, utility, quality, skill, workmanship,
fitness for the purposes intended, adaptation to public wants, eccnomy,
and cost. o

V. Each report shall be delivered to the (Centennial Commission
as soon as completed, for final award and publication.

VI Awards shall be finally decreed by the United States Cen=
tennial Commission, in compliance with the act of Congress, and
ghall consist of a Diploma, with a uniform bronze Medal, and a spe-
cial Report of the judges on the subject of the award.

VIL Each exhibitor shall have the right to reproduce and pub-
lish the report awarded to him, but the United States Centennial
Commission reserves the right to publish and dispose of all reports
in the manner it thinks best for public information, and also to em=
body and distribute the reports as records of the Exhibition.

The day of opening came. Philadelphia was thronged with
strangers from all parts of ‘the world. Every line of travel contrib-
ated its multitude. The morning of the 10th of May broke heavily
with clouds and rain. But patriotism made gloom impossible in the
Quaker City, and enthusiasm supplied the place of sunshine. A
thousand flags fluttered in every street, and more than ten times ten
thousand people, cheering as they went, pressed their way towards
Fairmount Park. A military escort, four thousand strong, condueted
the President of the United States to the Centennial grounae. For
it was he who should declare the formal opening of the Exposition.
The notables of many nations had already preceded him to the:scene
of the ceremonies. The great open space—traversed by the Avenue
of the Republic—between the Main Building and Memorial Hall,
had been prepared for the inauguration. There had assembled the
Supreme Court of the United States, members of the Cabinet and
the American Congress, the governors of many of the States, distin-
guished officers of the army and navy, the ministers from foreign
countries, Dom Pedro IL of Brazil and his queen, illustrious civil-
ians, statesmen and diplomatists, noblemen with titles and greater
men without them,—to witness the imposing pageant.

At the appointed hour the splendid orchestra, led by Theodore
Thomas, burst forth with the national airs of the various countries
participating in the Exhibition. Soon the President ascended the

latform and was seated, with the Brazilian Emperor and Empress
on his right. Then followed Wagner’s celebrated Centennial Inaugt=
ration March, composed for the occasion. Matthew Simpson, bishop
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, then offered an eloquent and fer=
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xgznj prayer, which was followed by the. singing of John G. Whittier's
JO;] [fr;:;ft\altqlffyrnr‘a... When the stru?ns had’ died: away, the 'IIonorable
ol pcr;:,nf‘:ltfurna;t;)f lthe] Bodrd of Firance, arose and made a
sentation of the buildings and ¢ s to G
president of the Centennial Cunun?ési?g E.!rlul:[cl:l tlljtt:;’r(ﬁng? IIH““'IC).’:
zie.nlllam?er; uc"(:eptc.(lltlmrvtr.ust; and then followed th’e singil:gp?f-og;;:
df] -E’].DIEI‘S Cu'a.frmmtl Cantata. General Hawley next delivered
:} ress, recounting briefly the things acmmpﬁshc;l by the C'etre al
ommission, and in the name thereof presenting to {";10 Pr(::iI:ls:tn:ffl

the United States THE INTERNATIONAL ExursrrioN or 1876. The

President—most f: y i
: ent—most famous of all American chief-magistrates for not de

INAUGURAL CEREMONTES OF THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION.

l' . . & . I . l r Il . I]

“My CoUNTRYMEN : s be i
.Centcnnial occasion, [t[:)\ i.)riII:Ight;c(tT::-l‘ﬂ;:iuir’lflltilzlj[:;‘olpFm? Vb
inspection, specimens of our atta s i el POl’u_lar
g i,n s 1 mmn(.ant,s in the Industrial and Fine
e ,rig ﬂu.’ science, and philosophy, as well as in the great
By - ;.(.2 y : ti;xe arfd commerce. That we may the more thor-
e [1[)‘ 17‘. a (, 1e o.:\ccl.lem.:les m.ni deficiencies of our achieve-

»and also give emphatic expression to our earnest desire to cul-

“fivate the friendship of our fellow-members of this great family ot

natio i i
ns, the enlightened agricultural, commereial, and manufacturing

eople of the w e been invi i
Peop | e world have been jnvited to send hither corresponding
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specimens of their skill to exhibit on equal terms, in friendly com-
petition with our o'\\'ll.—'l"or so doing we render them our hearty
thanks.

“The beauty and utility of the contributions will this day be
submitted to your inspection. We are glad to know that a view of
specimens of tie skill of all nations will afford you unalloyed pleas-
ure, as well as yield to you a valuable practical knowledge of so
many of the remarkable results of the wonderful skill existing in
enlightened communities. !

“ One hundred years ago our country was new, and but partially
cettled. Our necessities have compelled us chiefly to expend our
means and time in felling forests, subduing prairids, building dwell-
ings, factories, ships, docks, warehouses, roads, canals, and machin-
ery. Most of our schools, churches, libraries, and asylums have been
established within a hundred years. Burdened with these great pri-
mal works of necessity, which could not be delayed, we yet have done
what this Exhibition will show in the direction of rivaling older and
more advanced nations in law, medicine, and theology; in science;
literature, philosophy, and the fine arts. Whilst proud of what we
have done, we regret that we liave not done more. Our achievements
have been great enough, however, to make it easy for our people to
acknowledge superior merit wherever found.

« And now, fellow-citizens, I hope a careful examination of what is
about to be exhibited to you will not*only inspire you with a profound
vespect for the skill and taste of our {riends from other nations, bug
also satisfy you with the attainments made by our own people dur-
ing the past one hundred years. I invoke your generous coOperation
with the worthy Commissioners, to secure a brilliant success to this
International Exhibition, and to make the stay of our foreign visit=
ors—to whom we extend a hearty welcome— both profitable and

. pleasant to them.
“1 pECLARE THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION NOW OPEN.”
When the President’s brief oration was coneluded, the National

ensign was flung out as a signal from the great flag-staff of the Main
Building ; the banners of foreign nations were immediately unfurled ;
cheers rent the air; a salute of a hundred guns from the battery on
George’s Hill answered to the shout. Memorial Hall, the Main
Building, and Machinery Hall were now thrown open to receive the

procession of invited guests—four thousand in number, and first 10

behold the handiwork of the nations. General Grant and Major
Alfred T. Goshorn, the able and indcfatigable Director-General of
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the Exhilition, led the way froz the Main Building, and down the
great aisle of Machinery Hall to the center, where a :peciul work had
been reserved for the President and the Brazilian Emperor. This
honorable duty was to open the valves of the mighty Corliss Engine,
whose tremendous pistons were to start into life and motidn thé iu:
finite machinery of the hall. At twenty minutes past one o’clock, the
signal was given by George ' ]
H. Corliss, the maker of the
iron giant. The President
and the Emperor, standing
upon the raised platform,
opened the valves; the
ponderous fly-wheel started
on its tireless rounds, and
the multitudinous engines of
the hall began their varied
work.—The Centennial Ex-
hibition was fairly inangu-
rated under the most auspi-
¢ious omens,

Such was the begin-
ning. Into the spacious
and beautiful park, into the
great buildings provided by
national wealth and patriot-
ism, had come the products
of all lands and the people of all climes. Never before in the his-
tory of the world had so many of the fruits of human genius been
brought together—never before had so rich a display of the handi-
\Ym‘k and skill of man been made. What, thnruﬁ)re,'of' the Exposi-
tion itself? How did it impress the imagination of the beholder?
How enlarge his faculties and increase his fund of knowledge? . In
What.way conduce te a higher standard of civilization? For that
was the object aimed at.

The first effect of the great Exposition upon the mind of the be=
holder was @ sense of alarm and bewilderment at the extent of the dis-
play. At the very beginning, he despaired of realizing the exhibition
on account of its vast proportions. On ascending from the valley of
the .Schuylkill to the Lansdowne Plateau, a vision rose upon him pos-
gessing every element of intellectual interest, from the simple beauty of
the green sward and flower-gardens at his feet, to the stately magiliﬁ-

ALFRED T. GOSHORN.
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cence of the Main Building and the grandeur of Memorial Hall. Here
wound the long asphaltum boulevards, thronged, but not crowded,
with ten thousand strangers, Beyond lay a landscape of sloping hill-
sides, lakes, forest, and fountains. The entire space, though a most
living picture, was noiseless, airy, and clean—a field of many colors,
full of sunshine, foliage, and flags. For the banners of all nations
waved everywhere. !

Entering under the eastern arches of the Main Building, the vis-
itor, rallying from his first surprises, began a work which he should
never accomplish—that of examining in detail the exhibits of the great
hall. From the gallery overhead floated down upon him the melodi-
ous and far-reaching harmonies of the mammoth Hastings organ with
its twenty-seven hundred pipes and its twelve hundred and eighty
square feet of front. Ascending to the gallery, the observer found
himself face to face with the splendid educational display of the State
of Massachusetts—Dbest of its kind at the Exposition—embracing the
finest of the plans, models, and -methods employed in the schools of
the Old Bay Commonwealth. Turning about and glancing to the
west, down the long avenues, the full vision of the Exhibition burst
upon him. There on the ground-floor lay the magnificent “ courts,”
or hollow squares, into which the space had been divided—each of
these courts an exposition in itself. Afar to the right, where the
main transept ended in the north projection of the building, the gal-
lery was occupied with the great Roosevelt organ with its electrie
echo and hydraulic engine. In thé corresponding gallery, at the
south end of the transept, were the fine educational displays of Maine,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland,
Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
and Towa. In the gallery at the western end of the main avenue—
dimly seen at the distance of thirty-five hundredths of a mile—was
placed the exhibit of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the
display consisting of models, drawings, and photographs peculiar to
engineering art.

Descending to the main floor, the observer found himself "in &
world of wonders. Near the eastern entrance was the fine exhibit
made by American stationers, and south of this the splendid book
display, representing the superb work done by all the great publish=
ing houses of the country. Further westward was the department
allotted to the Yale Lock Manufacturers for the exhibition of their
model post-offices. Next came the large section set apart for the dis-
play of American silks, woolens, and cotton goods—fabrics rivaling

Safe Deposit Co
clocks,
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ctﬁ:ps:chest.lproduclts of European and Oriental factories. And the

pavilion—also American—with it o
R ! ica 8 patterns, delicate, novel
(l;;:;u:-llloub, mer:ted' equal praise for the splendor of its treasur:zs No;
mtione cilltltc;r{] (11 the United States, which was exhibited above the

ions allotted to textile fabrics, suffe i i

: abries, :r by comparison w
corresponding products of British skill, ] cghinio.
J‘fmong the southeastern squares was likew
:%mencau pottery and porcelain. Near by stood a collection of gran
ite monuments, and in the same vicinity . o

vicinity a splendid exhibit of i
and steel, chiefly from the fi ook Wit s
3 > furnaces and works of Pitts

gl : : ittsburgh. More
attractive still was the great display of American watt::hes,g made by

ise set the display of

VIEW IN THE MAIN EXHIBITION BUILDING,

T

tBhe?(?:;:;]tt};::;n:”guu‘l}')ﬁny of I\Iassachuset.ts and the Elgin of Tllinois.
e Elm1 (lEb‘O], to the north, bristled batteries of Gatling and
p notil ﬁ. r,m qm '1:1}11 ler on were placed exhibits of safes from sev-
. ,f,;‘,q ;‘efnex‘t.ls?chons were occupied with the beautiful
. memhﬂ;][ts‘;).f {‘)\; , ll!‘;lrl.‘: 1ing gnnds:, costumes, ete., from the prin-
i ‘1: u\‘r ork and %’hllude]phia. Then came an ex-
T m:; 1;1( L&]t«']:].‘:, and fountains, in terra cotta; then the sec-
e il g nr threads, cordage, and ecables; and south of these

the principal avenue, the massive display of the Centenniai
mpany and the beautiful dupar:tment of American

0n . - .
the line of the main aisle, between the eastern entrance and

-
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the greater transept, were arranged the fine collections of cut and
ground glass, the best being from the works of Wheeling and Pitts-
burgh. In the adjacent sections stood the glittering show-cases of the
Meriden Britannia Company with their beautiful specimens of silver,
plated wares, and bronzes. But more magnificent still was the jew-
elers’ pavilion—Moorish in its style—standing at the southeast angle
of the principal nave and transept. In this were displayed the almost
priceless treasures of the leading American jewelers—Starr and Mar-
cus, Caldwell of Philadelphia, and the Gorham Manufacturing Com-
pany of Providence. Among the articles exhibited by the latter was
the celebrated CENTURY VASE, representing by its beautiful allego-
ries and emblems in raised silver the progress of America from bar-
barism to renown. Here also were the matchless show-cases of Tiffany,
starlit with diamonds, and blazing with all manner of precious stones.
It was here, moreover, that the observer found the best view over-
head; for at this point, by the bisection of the principal nave and*
transept, abundant room was afforded above for the display of art.
Fach of the four sides of the vaulted space was occupied with an

immens® allegorical painting, That on the east represented America, «

with Washington and Franklin for its central figures. The piece em-
blematical of Europe stogd opposite, with Charlemagne and Shake-
speare as its typical heroes. Asia was represented at the south curve
of the transept by a group of figures and emblems, with Confucius
and Mohammed in the midst; while in the north division was set the
painting of Africa, Rameses II. and Sesostris occupying the center.
In the section south and east of the jewelers’ pavilion were
placed the exhibits of ores, paints, and chemicals. The display of
printing-inks was made near by; and further to the.east stood the
perfume-fountains with their jets of cologne and halos of fragrant
mist. Still eastward were set the cases containing the exhibit of phil-
osophical and surgical instruments; and in the same vicinity, to the
south, were the sections allotted to furniture, much of which was of
the richest woods and most elaborate finish known to that branch of
art. And before the observer had finished his examination of these
superb apartments—for here the courts were fitted up after the man=
ner of a suite of rooms—his ear was saluted with strains of musie,
and turning about, he found himself face to face with the finest dis-
play of piano-fortes ever made in the world, All of the great makers
had here done their best, under the stimulus of the sharpest compe-
tition—Steinway, Chickering, Decker, Steck, Knabe, Weber,—each

with his claims of peculiar excellence, and each anxious for the su- =
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* preme award.—So ended a ramble through the seven acres of space
apportioned on the ground-floor of the Main Building to the ethb't'
of the United States. ; b

But the Saxon’s Island Empire, mother of English liberty, was
glso there with her arts and industries. Over the nm'thwest};in le
of the main aisle and transept hung the Red banner of Lancastger
bearing the words “ GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.” There \:ver(:
the courts apportioned to the British commission. In the first of
the:se was placed  the celebrated exhibit of the Elkingtons, silver-
smiths of Birmingham. Their collection embraced sevcra’l Lpieoes
vt’orthy to rank among the highest products of human skill and ;a~
tience. The work was mostly in the new style of art called Reporissé
—the process of developing figures in relief .upon metallic surfa,ées by
hammering. Here stood THE HELIcON VASE with its infinite storie:s
.from the legends of Greece. Here hung THE MirToN SHIELD beaz;—
ing upon its ample dise the sublime visions of Paradise Losf.*’ Here
a great number of less valuable works in silver and bronze gave ex-
tta:nt and variety to one of the richest collections in the whole Exhi-
bition. '

Nearer to the northern projection of the Main Buildi-ng were
placed the British porcelains and potteries, embracing some of the
finest specimens of ceramic art. Farther northward was the displa
o‘f ornaxvnent-al iron-work, and to the west an extensive exhibit og
tiles. Next came the department *of British furniture rivaling that
of t%xe United States in the elaborate and sumptuous c’haracter of its
specimens. Near by, the pavilion of the Royal School of Art and ‘
Needlework attracted a constant throng of visitors. For the queen
hfa_r-self and the members of her family were the makers of those splen-
did em})roi(lel-ies. Farther to the west was the magnificent display of
the British carpet-dealers. Then came the exhibit of fire-arms, cut-
lfary, philosophical instruments, stained glass, jewelry—chiefly ,Scot-
};s-hil—and .then the superb collection of cotton and woolen goods,
ﬁlizd ?]i)l(;ll)]lgnzgmcl:;ti:i?:’ ;1‘1(1;]3:10:111(1 laces, ‘wit.h which the section was

The British Colonies had emulated the zeal of the mother-coun=
tf'y. The Canadian exhibit was of the highest order. The educa-
tional system of Ontario was fully and meritoriously displayed by

& ;
i, It w a;)a mﬂl‘t-er of oft-repeated in.quir'v among the visitors at the Centennial, why
'[’lﬁ': superh specimens of workmanship exhibited by the Elkingtons, as well as the
i nleryanF Vase and the Gorham Century Vase, were not transferred to Memorial
I, along with other wogks of art in no respect superior,
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.
ings i iv hods and work of
models, plans, and drawings illustrative of the methods '.ul o
i : i iy ical department was enrichec
i - al departmer
the public schools. The guf{lngu 1l % by
full collection of ores, especially plum mtgu,'( g ,f‘ Pcweeth
Boda arge contri on of peltry, bead- :
i 3 sent a large contributic 3
Canadian Indians had s g ; el
nd apparel ; and this display was contrasted with the n(]hu' ;:) _I“
ettt h ' : any of son Day.
extensive exhibit of furs made by the Company <_;l Huc ;(_;2 e
nothe f i 5 of iture from the shops of Quebec ¢
section specimens of furniture fro ¢
another section spec . ure i ol
to gave token of tastefully furnished homes in lhe‘I
il | showed commercial enterprise; cotton
Models of Canadian vessels showed ¢ . v o
£ e 11d a s Tl Bsie IORG 8
1 woolen goods told of extensive factories; sewing-ma
and woole s-told of e R e
pianos repeated the music of the ’.\nrthul; htmlh(.,]hnl SuReh:
'3 » jubilee o pe :
stralia had also remembered the jub
Far Australia had also i g
‘ i ribute ir magnificent fleeces
: v hill-sides had contributed the g ce
The flocks on her hill-sides : rpaguiterst Aol
to surprise the Westérn nations. T'he Argonauts lI!; the .t e
i i i reasures!  Here stood ¢ -
again wi » richest of treasures! : ‘
were home again with the richest i
i ; rold, showing in cubic inches the q 3
lisk of phantom gold, g in cul et
)1d taken from the mines of New South Wales s : ol
: i :s of coal; sections of -
g‘ bars of New Zealand tin and blocks of coal ; sectic s
dital 6 1 cocoons of silk; ores of antimony and copper;
B . ¢ ious stones. Excellent photographs of
tive wines and heaps of precious stones. I g
? .l L i rest O =
Australian cities and scenery added much to the interes
SLEd Ll i}
g i specimens er arts and
British India had also contributed specimens of hf g,
; : 3 —oldest of the Ary
industries. Photographs of her dusky peu‘plcl (alft'k-,l L
| ; : « ancestors, in the lar h
s—whos estors and owr ancestors, ; ke
races—whose ancestq ! ndpthmbintoagrs
Baetria, abode together, watching the same ﬂml\::-, ;_ﬂ g o e
A i of destiny in the ages agone,
reami same dream of destiny ir ges 4y ;
- e ?‘“}‘L vell, made the display of special
raphs of Hindu homes as well, made lay pes
and photographs of H ‘ N Ais
int I‘t India carpets, gems from Bombay, and I)elh; : nnsy
interest. a carpets, gems e
added brilliancy to the exhibit. Iere, too, were J{“-(“f. md“]:w]-
~ [ s: ghawls and laces; silks
native pottery, and precious stones; ghawls ‘mdlhclc-s :
; ¢ X8 O pAnaus.
ens; cereals and cotton from the banks .of the S
"I' he colony of New Zealand was chiefly represented by ]l,u] .
] 7 s ores, led
and drawings. But an important display of (’Up]);l(‘ le;, e ); i
' i v Cape cod &
coal was also made. The section of the Cape 10 J] ,ULS i
occupied with a collection of native wines dl..(] yrand : ,thf; e
7 ons: costumes and ores; and specimens 1llustmlmi, e
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Bahamas, Bermudas, Trinidad
various products, ranging fror
and manufactures,

, and Guiana were represented by their
m shells and corals to sugars, tobacco,

La Belle France—for the third time a republic!. After a hun-
dred years the land of LaFayette had come to do hom
shrine which his blood had helped to conseerate. The space allotted
to the French Commission was located between the main aisle and
the north wall of the building, east of the central transept. The
section of chief igiportance was that containing the exhibit of porece-
lains, rivaling in beauty and excellence the choicest work of the East.
In glassware, too, the French display was of the highest order. The
superb mirrors and chandeliers, exhibited by Brocard of Paris, were
a delight to thousands who thronged around them. The section set
apart for the display of bronzes and antiques was also crowded with
admiring multitudes. Here stood an elegant mantel-piece of black
marble, fifteen feet in height, exquisitely embellished with statues
and reliefs; and here were grouped artistic cabine
and articles in gilt.
Another department of gre
hibited the treasures of French
satins, and costumes,

age at the

ts, quaint figures,

at beauty was that in which were ex-

fashion—laces, gloves, silks, velvets,
In this dazzling court Lyons and Paris were
rivals. Near by was a second department of
wax-figures, dressed to the excess of magnificence, did obeisance to
other figures in splendid shawls and laces. Further on, stood the
pavilion of the book publishers of France ; and opposite to this was
the court of engravings. The walls of the booksellers’ pavilion were
hung with the most elegant tapestries; and many of the publica-
tions displayed within were in the highest style of art. North of
these sections, was the department of F
lection, ranging from the
of state.

apparel, where courtly

rench vehicles—a unique col-
quaint Cynofere, or dog-car, to carriages

In the matter of personal ornaments and articles of honsehold

economy, the French exhibit was of gr
of the Paris jewelers was exceptional in its beauty and tastefulness,
Of mantel ornaments there was an almost infinite variety, ranging
from little ivory sprites and phantoms in ebony to elaborate clocks
and bronzes, Of musical instruments—violins, flutes, cornets, musie-
boxes, and mimic birds—the exhibit was elegant after its kind, But
the French pianos and organs were hardly comparable with the mag-
nificent instruments displayed by the United States,

ment of cutlery a fine collection w
41

at excellence. The display

In the depart-
as presented, but the display was
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inferior to the corresponding exhibit made by Great Britain. The
comparison turned the other way, however, in the section of plate
glass ; for in that department the French specimens were peerless.*

West of the central transept and south of the principal aisle were
the sections allotted to the Gérman Empire. Across the avenue, di-
rectly opposite the American jewelers’ pavilion, was placed the mag-
nificent exhibit of the Royal Factory of Berlin. Here stood an im-
posing crescent-shaped case, with black columns at either end, bearing
upon their summits the golden eagles of vmpirc—lh‘e empire of Cwesar
and Charlemagne restored in- Hohenzollern. In this case were dis-
played the German porcelains, next to the F rench in excellence and
beauty. Here were plates, busts, and statuettes, elaborate in design
and intensely national in every part. Here were the three superb
emblematical pieces called THE GERMANIA, THE AURORA, and THE
Orio Vases—queenly rivals of the splendid works of the Elkingtons,
Tiffany, and Gorham. Further to the west was the section of plate
glass; then the exhibit of the German jewelers; and then the court
of armory, where were displayed the uniforms, accouterments, and
weapons of the German soldiery, from the Crusading times to the
present. Next came ‘a section filled with toys from Nirnberg, and
next the displays of Elberfeld silks and Saxon hosiery. On the
southern aisle the objects of chief interest were the ivories exhibited
by Meyer of Hamburg, the woven wire goods of Dresden, the gold
and silver leaf exhibit of Bavaria, and the perfumes of Cologne.
Nearer to the southern wall was the display of the German chem=
ists. Then camc the Leipsic lamps and lanterns, and then the Lin-
den pavilion of velvets.

The southwest section of the German department was oceupied
with what musical instruments soever are played upon in Fatherland.
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methods of a German army hospital. Near by was the exhibit of

the Schwartzwold clock-makers—a quaint and beautiful eollection
Models of the Hamburg steamships were found in the soulheasten;
sections, and, finally, the elegant pavilion of the German hnokscl‘llers
—best of the kind from Europe.

A description of the departments of the leading Weste i
and of the exhibits made tlhureb_v, is in 50mS“:1':;l}:’;j“ﬁt;;t::_"ss
of the rest. True, the beholder as he wandered from c'ourt.to I('OII(I)::
was ever impressed with the multifarious aspects of human life and
the ever-varying phases of civilization, Still, so far as the displays
made by the different branches of the Aryan race were concerned
the.re was unity in variety—a generic ﬁi]l]il:’lrit\' with spociﬁc modi-ﬁ-,
cations, As to the Oriental nations, there was a wider departure
fror.n the common type, but a noticeable similarity of features among
their own displays. The thoughtfal observer rarely failed to find in
the various courts an exhibit typical of a known cti\'i]ization, but he
also found more than that. Thus, for instance, the Austrian sections
presented the expected treasures of Bohemian cut-glass ; of amber-
work and meerschaums;: of pipes ad infinitum ; of‘\'ir,;r;nesc porte-
n.mnnaies, diaries, and albums; and thc'mzcxpeetcd tréasures of the
Sl]k-“’efn‘(‘l's of the Danube. Also in the Italian court \\'(*t‘é found
the anticipated reproductions of ancient art; trophies commemorative
of the Italian Radicals from Columbus tb Garibaldi; the re]i;;;iuus
halo over every thing; and the unanticipated display of Venetian
pottery. The Belgian section presented the finest of Brussels linens
]a'ee:-', and tapestries; and, as if in contrast with these, an e]ubomtg
display of fire-arms and an illuminated advertisement of the min-
eral \E'atc-rs of Spa. Holland made an exhibit of what things soever
the Netherlander prizes—from dikes to pipe-stems, from m;gniﬁccnt

Il
| L
q i

But here again, as in the department of France, the inadequacy of
the pianos and organs to compete with the instruments of the United
States was plainly apparent. Along the southern wall was placed
an interesting collection of articles illustrating the appliances and

bridges to humble roofs of thatch. Nor had the conquerors of the
i i

North Sea forgotten the refinements of letters ; for the Dutch book-
sellers” pavilion was among the finest at the Exposition.

. .H('re stood the cuckoo clocks of Switzerland. Geneva, city of ‘ il
political philosophy and quaint watches, was present with all ’h(’r arts Kl ! \ “LI!
The embroidered lace curtains of St. Gall hung tastefully 0\'0;‘ plm-. e “ll ’
tographs of the Alpine glens, and the Swiss pavilion of education | ;
stood near by. Sweden contributed a court of exceptional elegance
well ﬁ'lh'd with the products of her arts and industries. Theb(;hicf,
attractions nf'-t]w display were the specimens of Bessemer steel and
eutlery, Swedish arms and armor, woolens and silks, safety-matchics

and pottery, Norway presented her glassware from Christiana. An-

# "The manufacture of American plate glass is yet in its incipiency, and is beset with

ulties, Chief among the embarrassments which have attended the enter-
and the inveterate determination of foreign
anufacture in the United States, Never-

gpecial diffic
prise is the want of adequate protection,
establishments to prevent the success of such m
theless, it is known to the author that but for the serious misfortune of breaking the
finest plate in packing, the Honorable W. C. De Pauw, president of the Star .G]ﬂ
Works of New Albany, Indiana, would have contributed to the Exposition specimens
of his work fairly rivaling the best of the French exhibit. The largest of the De Far™

collection was a magnificent plate ha perficial area of 21,095 square inches.
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