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anxiety. The positi,·e rcfusal et' the go,·ernment to become respon• 
isible for any part of the expenses of the Exhibition addcd to the em
barrassment; for it was now seen that prirnte resourccs and the good 
will of the pcople must furnish the entire sum neccssary for the suc
cess of the enterprise. Scverul measures were accorclingly atlopted 

by the Centcnniul Commis-
sion looking to the crcation 
of u trcasury. fly an act oi 
Congrcss, passccl on thc 1st 
of Junc, 18i2, pro\'ision waa 
made for the organization of 
a Ccntcnnial Board of Fi
nance, to which the whole 
m o n et ury management of 
foe Exposition should 1.,e 

entrustcd. This board was 
organizcd by the election 
of John Wclsh of Philadel
Jlhia as prcsident. William, 
Scllcrs and John S. Barbou1 
wcre choscn vicc-prcgident& 
The office of secrctary and 
trcasurcr wus confcrred on 
Frcdcrick Fralcy ; that of 

Gt:.>¡ERAL Jostr11 IL HA1\"L&Y. auditor, on H. S. Lansing; 

and that of financia! agcnt, on William Biglcr. The board was au
thorizcd to issue stock in sharcs of ten dollars C'ach, the whole num
ber of sharcs thus is._ftcd not to excccd one mili ion. It wus also pro
vicled that a series of Centcnnial Memorial l\Ietlals.should be struck at 
the mint of the Unitc-d State:-1, and that the sale of such mcdals should 
be undcr thc exclusive control of the Board of Financt. The medala 
were clegantly cxccutcd in scvcral stylcs and sizcs-of gilt, silvef, and 
broftze-furnishing for aftcr ages an imprcssive token of the American 
Republic in its hnndredth ycur. 

Careful estimatcs, made by the Centennial Commission and the 
Board of Finance, placed the cntire expense of the Exposition at eigM 
million fil-e lw11<lrcd tlw11smul dolla,•13, Of this sum about two anda 
half millions wcre raised by thc i-ale of stock-a wOl·k which was al 
first entru:,;tcd to the banks of the country and afterward to a Bureau 
of Rcvcnuc established for that purpose. Long before this amouni 
wa.s sccurcd, however, thc lcgislature of Pcnnsylvania mude a gloriolll 
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E
fecol ~b' !<>r thaTtl St.'ltc by appropri:iting one mi Ilion dollar" fior the 

x 11 1hon "C"t f B " . le I y o rothcrly Lovc" did bcttcr still b • . f 
the sum of onc milliun tivc hundred thousand doll , Th) '

0 
mg of N y k C" ar:;. e people 

Th J. ew or. ~ ity malle a contribution of a quartcr of a milli 
e State of ~cw Jersey g-.ive a hundrcd thousand dollars; N:: 

CE1''TElillillAL lllEDAL.-REVER8L 

IIampshirc Conn f t d D 8 t . ' .ce icu ' an elaware, ten thousancl dollars each su: :~tth~:a11<lmg th<'se. magniticent contributions, thc ag~reg-.it~ 
in ti f: ar i,; trlt of the e:;t1mates; and the Centcnnial Commission-

1e ~ce o t ie former illil>eral action of Congress-rcsolwd to 
m:ke a seeon<~ appcal to that l>ocly for hclp. A bill was acc~rdin 1 
r:par:~l, ªtmg for un appropriation of thrce million clollars fr~~ 

d 
e. ~a 10na trcasury; but on the 6th of Mav 187 4 the b1"ll 

ec1s1vely d fi t I · ' , was na . e ca et -an act wcll calculated to<H.>ring the .American 
me m~o contcmpt und shamc.* The manarrcrs of thc E ,·t· 

werc agam th b k o x¡>0:;1 10n 
M ,' ·) . rown ac · u pon the pcople for sympathy and aicl. 

en ~ª11," ui., the. sale of stock and of meda Is, as wcll as othcr au:::~~~;. for the merca:~ of the Ccntennial fundi'i, was going 011 

Ev 
. 11 Y

1
• The Expos1tion gained constantly in public favor 

en lll t ,e F'lr "' -t e . . countr d', . ' . ~:,, ' cntenmal orators travelc<l through tite 

P
ub)' YF" •:.tricts, Shmng up the cnthusiasm of the peo¡)lc. The 

te rce Schools by e •1 ·1. ·t· 1 . part t <l 1 ' x llu1 ions anc excurs1011s, contributcd thcir 
owar s t le success of thc grcat celcbration. In June of 1874 

' 
• After timea n111v b ·. · 

aontribute.1 8Í:t hundr;d t~1~~;tomt?clll to know lhat the empire of Jnpnn cheerfully 

after the Congrw o{ the Uuite~,~~;'IJ 1 ª":: l~. the SUC<'CSS of the American Centennial i l&u t,, «:e rcfut;ed to vote a cent. 
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the Pr<'sidcnt of the Unitcd Statcs extended a cordial invitation to 
all the civilizcd nations of the worl<l to participate in an Interna
tional Exhibition of Arts, l\lanufacturcs, and Products of the Soil 
and 'Mine, to he held in thc city of Philadclphia in 1876, in honor 
of the one humlredth anniversary of Amcfican Indcpendcnce. By 
ancl by, thc contngion sprcad e ven to Congrcss, and that body pas...qed 
an act appropriati,1g fh·e hundrcd ancl fh·e thousaml dollars for the 
erection of a Ccntcnnial lluil<ling in honor of thc United Statcs ni1d 
for the illustration of the functions ancl resources of thc .American 
Govcrnmcnt in times of pcace and of war. The lcgislatures of se,·
eral of the Statcs nlso be<"ame intercsted in the enterprise: and ronde 
appropriations-ranging from five thousand to fifty thousand dollars
for the purpose of crccting State Bnilclings on thl'! Exhibition 
grouncls, the sum thus contribntcd amounting to nearly a half 
million dollars. Finally, as thc succe!!S of the E.-qlosition became 
more and more assured, the patriotism of the people and the clamor& 
()Í the pres.~ cfrore the national Congress into an appropriation of a 
million five hundrccl thousand <lollars to supply the dcficit which was 
still reported hy the Bo:ml of Financc. Such were the principal 
mensures by which the Ccntennial fund was finally secured. • 

One of the first matters to which the · attention of thc Centennial 
Commission was dircctcd, was the selection of suitable grounds for 
holding the Exposition. But that problcm was soon solved in the 
most satisfactory manner. By the act of l\Iurch 3d, 1871, it was 
decided by Congress thut the Exhibition !<hould be held within the 
corporate limits of Philadclphia. The authoritics of that city, throw
ing thcir wholc cncrgies into the cnterprise, at once proffcrcd to ie 
commissioncrs thc free . use of Fairmount Purk, one of thc largest 
and most magnificcnt in the world. This bcautiful tract, presenting 
every variety of surfacc, well woodcd and wcll wutcred, extcnds 011 

both sidcs of thc Schuylkill for more than sevcn miles, and along the 
banks of tite Wi~ahickon for nearly the samc distan.-. Thc eotire 
park embraces two thousand i;even hundred and forty acres, and 
prcsents to thc eye e,·cry thing that is )ovcly and rcfrcshing fo 
woodlancl sccnery, bcautificd and adoruccl by thc hand of art. The 
portion of the gromuls more particularly set apart for the purposes 
of thc Exposition, inclnding an arca of four hundrcd and fifty acres, 
lies on the right hank of thc Schuylkill, below Bclmont, aud waa 
formerly known as the old Lansdowne Estate. 

The formal trarn;;fer of the grounds to the Centcnnial Commission 
was madc on thc 4th of Ju 'y, 18í3. Au iiumcusc throug of ciweDI • 
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and strangers gathered in the park to witness the ~eremonics. The 
address of prescntation was madc by the Honorable ::Morton Mc
?tli~hael of Philadl'lphia, and thc respo?se by Gcn_cral Hawley, 
president of thc Commission. The <lcd1cato~y oration was ~~en 
dclivere<l by Go,·crnor Hartranft of Pcnnsyl~uma, who, ufter ~ec1tmg 

• the congressionul acts and various other mensures u¡~n wlu_ch the 
Centennial entcrprise had thus far procec<lcd, contmue<l m the 

following eloqu~nt manner: • . . . 
"Wc havc asscmblccl hcre to dcdicate a porbon of th1s bcaut1-

ful park to the uses of a grcat Intcrnational Exhibiti~n, which is 
to commemorate the anniversary of our country'~ b1rth. Upon 
the threshold of the ccntury to expire in 18i6, tl~irteen poo~ and 
feeble colonics with no common tics othcr than thc1r !ove of liberty 
and hatrcd :r opprcssion, <lcclare<l their independc~ce. These 
Thirteen Colonies, with thcir off..,;pring, now increaacd m number to 
thirty-seven, stretch their cm pire across a contincnt, and. afford the 
gran<lest exhibition of a nation':,i progress in the werl<l's lustory. In 
ali the wondrous changcs wrought in the ninetecnth century, no~e 
are so wondrous :rnd conspicuous as the industrial, moral, and_ J!h~s1-
cal growth of this our nativc land. With thosc powerful aux1har1es, 
steam and the telcgraph-both of which our country ga~·e. to ma~
kind-we are stri<ling with majestic steps toward a domm1on unr1-
valed by any other nation on the face of the eart?. Let u~, then, 
from every State-north, south, east, an<l west-brmg to thi~ great 
city, the consecrated place wl1crc our liberty was boro, the ev1den~e• • 
of our culture, the proof:S of our skill, and our vast and varied 
resources that thr. world may have a glimpse of our enlargemeot, 
industrv 'wealth and power. To the myriads who will gather. he~, 
let us ~:cord a ~vclcome which shall be in kecping with the digmty 
and magnitude of our country. Here, too, let our own peoplc gather. 
garnering new an<l fresh ideas from a survey of _the wo~·l?'~ a~ts and 
industries· and lct us dedícate oursclvcs to a h1gher civihzaho~, to 
more exte~si\'c ficlds of <lcvclopment, to more liberal an~ more widely 
dilfused educatit1n, to the purifi<'ation of our institutions, and to the 
preservation of that libcrty which is the foundation-stone of our 

· l h . " prosperity anc appmcss. 
Governor Hartranft was followcd by George M. Robcson, secre-

tary of the navy, who rcad a proclamation by the Prcsident of th~ 
U nited Statcs; and then thc General Rcgulations for the governmen 
of the Exposition were announcc•d as follows: 
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l. The International Exhibition of 1876 will be held in Fair-
mount Park, in thc city of PhihHlclphia, in the year 1876. • 

II. The clak of opcning thc Exhil>itiou will be April 19th, 
18i6, ami of clusing will be Octobcr 19th, _18i6. 

III. A cordial invitation is hcrchy extended to e)·cry nation o( 
the l'arth to l>e rcpresentcd by its arts, industries, progress, and 
development. • 

IY. A formal acceptance of this invitation is rcquested previoll8 
to :March 4th, 18i4. 

V. Each nation accepting this invitation is rcquestcd to appoint 
a Commission, through whi<'h all matters pertaining to its own inter
ests shall be conductcd. For the purpose of convenicnt intercourse 
and satisfactory supervision, it is cspecially desircd that one mcmber 
of e,·ery i-uch Commission be designated to reside at Philadelphia 
until the closc of thc Exposition. 

VI: The privilcges of exhibitors can be granted only to citizens 
of countrics whoi:;c govcrnmcnts have formally accepted the invitation 
to be rcprcsl'nted, and have appointed the aforementionecl Commis
sion; · ancl all communications must be made through the Govern
mental Cornmissions. 

VII. Applications for space within the Exposition bnildings, or 
in the adjaccnt buildings and grounds nnder the control of the Cen
teunial Commission, must be macle previons to )Iarch 4th, 1875. 

VIII. Full diagrams of the buildings ancl grounds will be fur
nished to the Commissioncrs of thc <lifforcnt nations which shall 
acccpt the invitation to participate. 

IX. All articlcs intcnded for cxhibition, in orclcr to secure 
proper position and clai:;;;ificntion, must be in Philadelphia on or 
~fore January bt, 18i6. • 

X. Acts of Congress pcrtaining to cui:;tom-house rcgulations, 
duties, cte., togcther with all i:;pccial rcgnlations adoptecl by the Ce11-
tennial Commission in rdcrenee to transportation, allotmcnt of space, 
classification, moti\'c powcr, irnmrancc, police rull's, and other matters 
necessary to the proper display and prescrvation of materials,-will be 
promptly ct1mmnnicatcd to thc aecrcditcd represcntativl's of the sev
era! govcrnrnenti; coopcrating in thc Exposi~ion. 

On thc <lay after thc dc,lication of thc grouncls in Fairmount 
Park, a copy of thc Presidcnt's proclumation, alrl'ady mcntioned, was 
transmitted to each of the forcign ministcrs resiclent at W nshington. 
At the same time, the American secretary of state notified the mini!)-

• 
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tcrs that the proposcd display was intended as au International 
Ethibition of Arts, Manufactures, and Products of thc Soil and 
Mine; that thc spccial clcsign of the Exposition was to commcmorate 
thc Dcclaration of the In<lcpcndencc of the United Statcs; that 
anothcr p~Ín\C objcct was to fumish to all nations an opportunity for 
mutual improvem·ent and a highcr culture in bcholding the producís 
of each other's ciYilizatiou ; that 1~he President of the Unitcd Statcs 
indnlged the hope that all the diplomatic representatives of foreigti 
nations would bring the Exposition and its objects to the attention 
of the pcople of thcir respective countries; and that the Exhibition 
might greatly conduce to the establishment aud perpetuation of in
ternational friendsliip and good will. These cfileial communieations 
wcre cordially recciYed by the foreign ministers and by the govern
ments which they represeutcd. The Prcsident's invitations were 
quickly accepted; ancl befo re the expiration of the allotted time, the 
following nations had notifiecl the American Government of their 
dcsirc and intcntion to participate in the Exposition: The Argentine 
Confe<lcration, A nstria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Chili, China, Den
mark, Ecuador, Egypt, Frunce (including Algeria), Germa~. Empir~, 
Great Britain and her Colonies, Grrece, Guatemala, Hawan, Hayti, 
Honduras, Italv, J a pan, Liberia, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Norwav, Orange Free State, Persia, Peru, Portugal, Russia, Siam, 
Spain, ·sweden, Switzcrland, Tunis, Turkey, U nited States of Colom-

bia, Y enezuela. 
One of the earliest and most diffi.cult of the subjects which 

engaged the attcntion of the Centennial Commission w~s. the prop~r 
analysis and classification of the materials to be exhih1te? .. Unt1l 
tliis qucstion was settled it could not be known what bmldwgs to 
erect or how to erect them. Nor could the various nations know in 
ad vanee how to sele~t and arrange their products so as to come into 
proper competition with each othcr, until a General Classification 
8hould be prepared and reported. It was forcseen, moreovcr, that 
a mistake in this regard would be in a great measure fatal to the 
success of the Exposition, as a bad classification wou;d be sure 1:° 
result in heaping up in the Centennial buildings a vast and chaohc 
mass of materials wbich nobody eould appreciate or understand. In 
this important work of classification the Commissioners-considering 
the magnitude and novelty of the task imposed upon them-:-succee~ed 
admirably. It was clecided to arrange all of the matenals wh1ch 
should be presented for exhibition in ten great classes or departmenta, 
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tbe names of which shonld snggc;;t, even to thc common beholder, 
the particular object on display. Thc following was the Gene~l 
Classification adoptcd by the Commission : 

l. RA w MATERIALS; Mineral, Vegetablc, and Animal. 
II. M,\TERIALS AND MANUFACTURES trsED F0R Fooo oR IN 

THE ARTS; the results of Extractivt or Combining Processes. 
III. TEXTILE AND FELTED FABRICS; Apparel, Costumes, and 

Personal Ornaments. 
IV. FuRNITURE AND MANUFACTURES 0F G.E.i.'fERAL UsE IN 

CoxsTRUCTION AND IN DwELLINGS. 
V. '.Foor.s, lMPLEMENTS, MACHINES, AND PRoCESSES. 
VI. MOTORS AND TRANSPORTATION. 
VII. APPARATus AND METHODS F0R THE lNcREASE AND Dn'-

FUSION 0F KNOWLEDGE. 
VIII. ENGINEERING; Public W 01·ks, Architecture, etc. 
IX. PLASTIC AND GRAPHIC ARTS. 
X. ÜBJECTS ILLUSTRATING EFFORTS F0R TIIE l:\IPROVEMENT 

OF THE PnYsrcAL, lNTELLECTUAL, AND HoRAL CoNDITION 0;. 

MAN. 

Each of these general departments was dividcd and subdivided 
until a proper classification of all the materials about to be exhibited 
was secured. · 

. To _erect buildings suitable in character and 1apacity-buildings 
1llustrattve of the taste, equal to the enterpjse, and worthy of the 
genius of the American people-was the next great duty devolved 
upon the Centennial Commission. Here success was necessary. To 
succeed was to elicit the admiration of every people; to fail was to 
fail ingloriously. The reputation of the Unite<l States was at stake 
l!'o~ the for~":1ost ":1en of all the world, the savants of Europe and 
As1a-art crttlcs, wLts, and joumalists; statesmen, poets, and philoso
phers; admirerH of the beautiful, keeu-scented satirists, and dislikers 
of republicanism out of every clime under heaven-were sure to gaze 
upon and criticise whatever should be built in Fairmount Park and 

' ~ car~ abroad the story of our honor or our disgrace. Granel and 
1mposmg structures would add to the dignity of the great occasion. 
Mean and insignificant buildings would insure a mean and insignificant 
exhibition, and that, in its turn, wolJ'ld produce among · all nations a 
contemptuous estímate of the American people and their institutions. 

After much deliberation, the Centennial Commissiou determined 
upon the erection of five principal buildings, the name a.nd character 
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of each to be cletermined by thc nature of the material$ therein to be 
displayed. The first of thesc, called THE MAIN Bun,DING, was de
signed with special referenr.c to thc exhibition of Protlucts of the 
Mine, Workmanship in the Meta.Is, Manufactures in general, Edu
eational and Scientific clisplays. The second building-called THE 

ME)lORIAL HALL, or ART GA],LERY-was planned for the exhibi
tion of the Fine Arts in all thefr various branches and modifications 
-Sculpture, Painting, Engraving, Lithogrnphy, Pbotography, Indus
trial and Architectural Designs, Dceorations, and Mosaics. The third 
principal building was name<l l\IACHI~ERY HALL, and was dei-igned 
for the display of Machines of every pattern and purpose known to 
man-Motors, Generators of Power, Pneumatic and Hydraulic Appa
ratuses, Railway Enginery, and Contrivances for Aerial and Water 
Transportation. The fourth edifice projected by the Commissioners 
was called AGRICULTURAL HALL, and was planned for the exhibition 
of all Tree and Forest Products, Fruits of every grade and descrip
tion, Agricultura! Products proper, Land aun Marine Animals inc_lud
ing the A pparatus used in the Care and Culture of the same, Ammal 
and Vegetable Products, Textile l\faterials, Implements and Processes 
peculiar to Agriculture, Farm Engineering, Tillage and General M_an• 
agement of Field, Forest, and Homestead. The fifth and last build
ing, called HoRTICULTURAL HALL, \vas designed for the proper dis
play of Ornamental Trecs, Shrubs, an~ Flower_s-Hot-houses, ?onserv• 
atories, Graperies; Tools, Accessones, Des1gns, Construct1on, a_nd 
l\1ano.gement of Gardens. Such was the general plan under wluch 
tbe principal edifices of Fairmount Park were begun. 

On the 4th of J uly, 187 4, the founclations of Memorial Hall 
were laid with appropriate ceremonies. In the following Scptember, 
work was begun on the l\Iain Building, and was steadily ca1Tied for
ward dming the whole of the next year and until the bcginning :f 
February, 1876, when the immense structure was completed. l\Iaclun
ery Hall was built between the months of January and October, 1875. 
On the 1st of l\Iay, in thc samc year, tbe foundations of Horticult~l 
Hall were laid, and the building was brougbt to completion April 
1st, 1876. Agricultura! Hall was not begun until September of 1875, 
but the work was carried forward so rapidly that the edifice was com• 
pleted by the micldle of the following .A.pril. Meanwhile, the work 
on THE GoVERNMENT BUILDING, the construction of which had 
becn provi<led for by the congressional act of l\Iarch 3d, 1875, was 
pressed to complction early in 1876. Moreove~, it h_ad becom~ appar• 
ent to the Com~issioners that the space prov1ded m Memorial ffMl 
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would by no mcans accommo<lafe the immense exhibition of Fi1n 
Arts whicb was now confidently cxpected; an<l an Arn AxNEX wa~ 
accordingly planned antl built. It was also foun<l from thc rapidly 
accumulating applications for space that the l\Iain Building itsclf 
would be filled to overflowing; and two Annexes-thc principal one 
for carriages and the other for the display of thc l\Iinerals of the 
Unitcd Statcs-were accordingly added to tbat imrnense structure. 

Other builtlings-illustrative of Yarious intcrests and enterprises 
brought together from the ends of the earth-were rapidly planned 
and constructed. A W o~rAN's P A VILION, projected ari.d carried to 
completion by an organization called the Women's Ccntennial Excc
utive Committee, was begun in the middle of October, 1875, and fin
ished in the following January. The building was designed for the 
special exhibition of whatever woman's skill, patieuce and genius 
have procluced, and are producing, in the way of hanclicraft, inven
tion, <lecorations, letters, and art. Next came the severa! States and 
Territories, selecting grounds and constructing a series of STATE 
BmLDI.NGS, comrnemorativc of the spirit an<l. illustrating the re
sources of the respective commonwealths of the Union. Ncarly all 
the foreign nations participating in the Expositiou· made baste to 
erect, for thcir own convenience and for the honor of native land 

' elegant GOVER~MENT BurLDINGs-Frcnch, Spanish, or British-
which became a kind of hcacl-quarters and rendezyous for the sev
era! nationalities Then carne model dwellings and Bazaars, School
houses and Restaurants, Judgcs' Halls ancl model Factories, News
paper Buildings and Tkket Offices,-until the Centcnnial grounds 
(capacious as they were) werc fillcd ,vith-shall it be callcd a city ?
the most imposiug, spacious, and ornate ever scen in the world. A 
more complete dcscription of sorne of those grand structures will here 
be appropriate. • · 

The first and largest of them all was the l\Iain BuildinO' situated 
immediately east of the intersection of Belmont and Elm

0

A.venucs. 
The cclifice was in thc form of a parallelogram, having a length from 
east to west of eightecn hundred and eighty fect,* and a breadth 
:rom north to south of four hundred ancl sixty-four feet. The builcl
m? throughout its grcater extent was one story high, thc main cornice 
bemg forty-five feet from the ground. The general height within wus 
seventy feet, rising to ninety feet under the principal arcades. From 
each o~ the four corners of the building rose a rectangular tower 
forty-e,ght fect. square and seventy-five feet high. Over the central 

• Eigl1teen hundred and teventy-six fe~t (the Centennial number) in the clear . 

• 

• 

• 
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J)O"tion of the main structure a 
rabed roof one hun<lred and eigh• 
ty-four fcet ¡;quare was likewise 
surmonnted at the corncr.; by four 
towers a hundred ami twenty feet 
in hcight. In the mid<lle of the 
two sidcs, looking north and south, 

. were thc principal projcctions, four 
hundrcd and sixtecn fcet in length. 
'fhe corresponding projections at 
thc ends were two hundrcd and 
sixtcen fcet long, and extended, 
the western in thc direction of 
.Macbinery Hall, and the eastcrn 
towards the city. In these four 
projections wcre placed the rnain 
en trances to the building; that oo 1 thc east facing the cnrriage-wayE 

5 to the city; the southcrn recciv
= ing passengers from thc strect-cars 
~ E and thc <lépot of the Pe1rn¡;yl\'ania 
g Railway; the western bcing rath• 
: cr an t•xit to othcr parts oi the 
~ gronnds than an l.'ntninl'c proJ)('fj 

and the northern facing ~k111orial 
Hall an<l the Schuylkill. 

In the ground-plun of this 
immense building a central nave 
or avcnue, a hund1·ed and twenty 
fcet in width, travcrscd the muin 
diamctcr to the distaucc of eight
een hundrcd und thirty-two foeL 
ParalM with this, two sidc aisle,i • 
a hun<lr(•<l feet wide, and of the 
sume l1mgth with the principal 
nave, dividcd the spaces bctween 
the same and the sides of the 
building. These three main ave
nues were intersected at right an· 
gles by cross aisles forty-eight fee& 
in width, dividiog the whole arte 
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of the floor into blocks or squares, with spacious avenues entirely ar~nrnd 
them. The principal nave and "its parallcl aisles were likewise iuter
eeeted by the main and two subordinate transepts, dividing the cen
tral space of the ground-floor iuto nin~ great squares, free from 
columnar support, and embracing au a ta of over a hundrcd and 
seventy-three thousaml square fcet. The entire arca of .l1e rtround
ftoor was eight hundred and, seventy-two thousand three l~undred 
and twenty square fcet; of the floors in the projcctions, thirty
seven thousand three hundred and forty-four fcet; of the tower floors, 
twenty-six thousand three hundred and forty-four fcet ;-making an 
aggregate arca. of nine hundred and thirty-six thousam1 and eight 
aquare feet, or ticenty-one ancl forty-sewt lwndtcdt/18 actcs ! The 
ground-floor proper coverc<l a space of a little more than twcnty acres.* 

The building was chiefly of iron and glasR, and contained a ma~s 
of material unprecedented in the history of architectnre. The outer 
walls were carrie<l up in brick-work to the height of seven feet from 
the foundations, which consiste<l of stone piers of thc most substantial 
masonry. Above the brick-work the panels between the columns of 
1Upport were occupied with glazed sash, sections of which were rnovahle 
for purposes of ventilation. The roof was of tin, laid solidly on boards 
of pine; and the exterior ornameuts-abouuding on all the corners, 
angles, an<l towers-were of galvauized iron. The eolumns of interior 
eupport-uumbering six huu<lred and seventy-two, and ranging from 
twenty-three to one hundre<l an<l twenty-five fcet in lcn()'th-were 
of rolled iron, an<l hadan aggregate weight of two million°two hnn
dre<l thousand pounck The roof trusses and girdors were of the same 
material, an<l weighe<l about five million ponnds. ·xo less thun seven 
million fcet of lumbcr wcre uscd in the construction of the building. 

• A comparison oí the lea<ling Cenlennial buihlings (in respect oí <limen~ions) with 
olher famous edifices may prove oí interest. 

NA11E or STarcn-u. AaB.I or Gaot:11»-FLOOR. 

Main Expo~ition :Building, 8i2,320 Square feet, 20 02 Acres, 
Machinery Hall, • • , 558,-140 " " 12.82 ,. 

• .tfericultural IIMI, • . . 442,800 " " 10.16 & 

emorial Hall, , • . 76,6-'>0 " " 1.iG " 
Horticultura! Hall, • • • 'rn,012 " " l .fül • 
The Lonvre (including the court), 30!l,888 " " 7.11 " 
8l Peter's, 2i3,ll27 " " G.:!S " 
The Caritol, 261,348 " " 6.00 " 
The Co iscum, . 24,5,340 " " .5.63 " 
8t. Paul's, . 142.íiOO " " 3.27 " 
Cathed ral oí }lilao, 139,968 " " 3.21 .. 
Tuilcries, 108,864 " " 2.50 .. 
WeatminiAter, l0:J.i3.'l " " 2.88 " 
St. Sophia, 82,600 " " l.Sfl .. 
~Ste~en\ 81,420 " " 1.86 " 
liiotre me, 66,160 " " 1.27 • 
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