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CHAPTER LXVII. 

JOHNSON' S .ADMINISTRA TIO.N, lBGS-1869. 

ON the day. after the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, Andrew Jobnson 
took the vath of office, and became Presi<lcnt of the United Sta.tes. 

He was a native of North Carolina, born in Raleigh, on the 29th of 
December, 1808. With no advantagcs of education, he passed his boy
hood in poverty and neglect. In 1826 he r~ove<l with his mother to 
Tennessee and settled at Greenville. Here he was marrie,1 to an in
tclligent lady who taught him to write an<l cipher. Here by dint of 
native talent, force of will, and strength of character, he first earned 
the applause of his fellow-men. Here, through toil and hardi!hip, he 
rose to distinction, and after holding minor offices was electcd to Con
g~. .A.Pi a member of the United States Senate in 1860-61 he op
posed secession with all his zeal, even after the lcgislature ha<l <leclared 
Tennessee out of tlle Union. On tbe 4th of l\Iarch, 1862, he was ap
pointed military governor of that State, and entered upon his duties at 
Nashville. He began hi!, administration and carried out bis measures 
with all the vigor and vehemeuce of his nature. There was no quail
ing or spirit of compromise. His lifc was man y times in peril; but he 
fed on danger an<l grew strong uncler the onsets of his cnemies. He 
held the office of governor until 186-!, when he was nominated for the 
vice-presidency in place of M:r. Hamlin. Now, by the tragic <leath 
of the President, he was suddenly eallcp to assumc the rcsponsibili
ties of chief magistrate. In his first congressional message lie fore
shadowed a policy of great severity towards the civil an<l military 
leailers of the overthrown Confederacy. 

On the 1st of February, 1865, Congress adopted an amendment t.o 
the Constitution by which slavery was abolished aud forbiclden in all the 
States and Territories of the Union. By the 18th of the following De
cember the amendment had bcen ratified by the legislatures of twenty
seven States, and was duly proclaimed as a part of the Constitntion. The 
emancipation procJamat[on had been issne<l as a military measnre; now 
the doctrines and results of that instrument were recognized and incor
porated in the fundamental law of the land. 

On the 29th of M:ay THE A:r.fNESTY PROCLAJ\fATION was issued by 
President J ohnson. By its provisions a 'general pardon was eftendcd to 
ali persons-except those specified in certain classes-who had participated 
in the organization and defence of the Confederacy. The condition of the 
pardon was that those receiving it should take an oath of allegiance to the · 
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Or.ited States. The excepted pcrsons might also be pardoned on 
spe~al application to the President. During the summer of 1865 
the great armil's were disbanded, and the victors and vanquishcd re
t~ned to their homes to resume the work of peace. 

The finances of the nation were in an alarming condition. The war
debt went on increasiug until the beginning of 1866, and it was only by 
the most herculean exertions that national baukruptcy could be wardcd 
off. The yearly interest on the debt bad grown to a hundred and thirty
three million dollars in lold. The expenses of the government hacl 
reachro the aggregate of two hundrecl millions of dollars annually. But 
the augmented revenues of the nat~on proved sufficient to meet thcse 
enormous outlays, and at last the debt began to be slowly diminisMd. 
On the 5th of December, 1865, a resolution was passed in the House of 
Representatives pledging the faith of the U nited Sta tes to the full pay
ment of the national indebtedness, both principal aml interest. 

During the civil war the emperor Napoleon III. interfered in the 
affairs of l\fexico, and succeeded, by overawing the pcople with a Frcnch 
army, in setting up an empire. In the early part of 1864 the erown of 
Mexico was conferred on M:aximilian, the atchduke of Austria, who 
established bis governmcnt and sustained it with French and Austrian 
soldiers. But the M:exican president Juarez headed a revolution against 
the usurping emperor; the government of the United States rebuked 
France for having violated the l\Ionroe doctrine; Napoleon, becoming 
alarmed, withdrew his army; and l\faximilian was overthrown. Flying 
from Mexico to Queretaro, h.e was there besieged and takcn prisoner. 
On the 13th of June, 1867, he was tried by court-martial and condenmc<l 
to be shot; and six days afterward the sentence was carried into exeou
tion. The scheme of Napoleon, who had hoped to profit by the civil .war 
and gain a foothold in the New World, was thus justly brought to shame 
and contempt. 

After a few weeks of successful operation the first Atlantic telegraph, 
laid by Mr. Field in 1858, had ceased to work. The friends of the cntcr
prise were greatly disheartened. Not so with Mr. Field, who continucJ 
both in Europe and America ~o advocate the clair:p.s. of his measure ancl to 
plead for assistance. He made fifty voyages across the A.tlantic, aml 
finally secured sufficient capital to begin the laying of a second cable. 
The work began from the coast of Ireland in the summer of 1865. Whcn 
the steamer Great Eastern had tiroceeded more than twelve hundred miles 
on her way to America, the cable parted and was lost. M:r. Field hekl on 
to his enterprise. Six millions of dollars had been spent in unsucccssful 
attempts, but still he persevered. In July of 1866 a third cable, two 
thousand miles in length, was coiled in the Great Ea~f.ern, and agai1t the 
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vessel started on her wny. This time the work was completely suc
cessfnl. After twelve years of unrcmitting effol't MI'. Field receiYe<l 
a gold medal from the Congress of lús country, and the lllaudits tf 
all civilized nations. 

By an act of Congress, passed ou the 1st of November, 1864, 
THE PosTAL ~1oXEY-ÜRDER SYSTEM was established in the Unite<l 
States. The design of the mcasure was to secure a safe and convcn
ient method of transfcrring small sums of mouey through the mails. 
The money-order is divided into two parts-¡}1e otder p1·oper and the 
advice. From the order, which is received and transmitted by the 
purchascr, the name of the payce is omitted. In tlie advice, which is 
sent. by the post-master of the issuing officc to the post-master of the 
paying office, the name of the payec is insertcd. The advice ancl the 
order receivc the samc stamp and number, and being transmitted sep
arately, constitutc au almost perfcct check against loss, robbery, and 
fraud. The largest sum which may be tmnsmitted in one order is 
fifty dollars, though largcr amounts may be sent in separate orders. 
The amount charged for issuing is trifling, varying with the value of 
the order, and thc sccurit,:. is pcrhaps as great as human sagacity can 
provide. Notwithstanding thc invaluable bcnefits of the system, it 
was at first receivcd with little favor. In 1870 there were two thou
sanJ and seventy-six post-officcs from which money-orders were issued. 
During that year the orders numbered a million six hundrcd and sev
enty-one thousand two hundred and fifty-three; and the amount trans
mitted was above thirty-four millions of dollars. On the 1st of October, 
1875, the number of money-offices in opeAtion was thrce thousand six 
hundred and ninety-six; the number of ordcrs issued during the fiscal 
year ending on the 30th of J une amounted to five millions six thou
sand three hundred and twenty-three; the amount of money sent to 
more than seventy-seven millions of dollars. Of all the orders issued 
during that year only twenty-seven were paid to persons not entitled 
to receive them. Such have been t~ advantages of the system as to 
require its extension to foreign lands. Postal conventions have al
ready been held and arrangements completed for the exchange of 
mouey-orders with S,vitzerlaud, Great Britain and Ireland and Ger
many. The requirements of civilization will no dou~t soon demand 
a similar compact with every enlightened nation. 

The administration of President J ohnson is noted as the time when 
the Territories of the United States assumed their final form. The v~ 
domains west of the 1\Iississippi were now reduced to proper limits and 
organized with a view to early ac1mission into the Union as States. A 
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large part of the work was accomplishcd during the administration of 
P~ident Lincoln. In March of 1861 the Territory of Dakota, with an 
area of a hundred and fifty thousancl sqnarc miles, was detached from 
Nebraska on the north, and givcn a distinct territorial organization. · In 
Febrnary of 1863 Arizona, with an arca of a hundrc<l ancl thirteen thou
sand square miles, was scparatecl from Ncw :Mcxico on thc west and 
organized asan independent Tcrritory. On thc 3d of Marcl1 in thc sume 
year Idaho was organized out of portions of ¡:>akota, :N' cbraska and W ash
ington Territol'ies; and on the 26th of 1\Iay, 186-t, Montana, with an arca 
of a hundred and forty-six thousand square miles, was cut off from the 
eastern part of I_daho. . By this measurc thc arca of the latter Tcrritory 
was reduced to e1ghty-s1x thousand square miles. On thc 1st of Mrufh 
1_867, the Terri~ry of Nebraska, reduccd to its pm;ent arca of sevcnty~ 
s1x thousand miles, was admittecl into the Union as thc thirty-seventh 
S~te. Finally, o_n the ~5th of July, 1868, the Tcrritol'y of \Vyoming, 
w1tl~ an arca of nmety-e1ght thousand squal'e miles, was organizc<l out of 
port10ns Qf Dakota, Idaho an<l Utah. ThtLc;; wcrc the Tc1·ritories of the 
great W est reduced to their prcsent limits as rcprescnted in the accom-
panying map. . 

The year 1867 was signalized by TEIE Puncm .. SE OF ALASKA. 

T~o !ears pre~iously the territory had becn cxplored by a corps of 
sc1~ntific men w1th a view of establishing telegraphic communication with 
Asia by way of Behring Strait. The rcport of the exploration showed 
that Alaska was by no mea.ns the worthlcss country it had bccn supposecl 
to be. It was found that the coast-fishcrics wcre of very great valuc and 
that the forests of white pine ahd yellow ccdar wcre among the fin:st in 
the world. Negotiations for the pnrchase of the peninsnla wcre at once 
o~ncd, ancl on the 30th of :March, 1867, a trcaty was concluded by which 
for the sum of seven million two hun<lred thonsand dollars, Russia ceded 
Alaska to the United States. The territory time; ad<led to the clomains 
of the R~public embraced an area of five hundt·cd and cighty thonsand 
square llllles, and a population of twenty-nine thousand souls. 

Very soon after his accession to the chief magistracy a serious dis
agrcement arose betw.een the President and Congress. Thc difficulty 
grew out of the great question of reorganizing the Southern States. The 
particular point in dispute was as tb the relation which those States had 
sustained to the Federal Union during the civil war. The Presideat held 
that the or<linances of secessilm were in their very nature null and void, 
and that therefore the seceded States ha.d never been out of the Union. 
The majority in Congress held that the acts of secession were illegal and 
unconstitutional, but that the seceded States had been by those acta 
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actually detad1cd from thc Union, and that spccial lcgi:-1ati.on and special 
guarantecs werc nccc.·•,sary in ordl'r to rc:-tore them to th~1r former r~la
tions under the government. Such was the real foundation of the d1ffi
culty by which thc qucstion of reconstructing the Southern Statcs w~ so 
eeriously embarras.-;ed. . 

In the sumrner of 1865 mensures of rC<'onstruchon wcrc begun by 
thc Prcsil1cnt in accordancc with his own views. On the 9th of May a 
proclamation was issucd for 'the rc.storation of Vi~ginia to thc. ~nion. 
Twenty <lays aftcrwar<l another proclamation was 1s:mcd e:tabl~shmg a 
prov~ional government over South Carolina; and at br1cf mtcrrnls 
si, 'lar measurcs were adoptc<l in rcspcct to the othcr Statcs of th~ late 
cJfe<leracv. On the 21th of June all resh'ictions on trade and rnter
course witÍ1 the Southern Statcs were removed by proclamation of the 
Presidcnt. On the 7th of the following Sqitembcr a sccond amncsty 
proclamation was i:-;,mCll, by whieh ali pcrsons who hacl uphcl<l the Con
foderate cau~xccpting thc lcndcr,-wcre uneo1Hlitional!y panloncd. 
:Mcanwhile, the State of Tcnne:,..-;ce had bcen reor~ranized, an~l "in l ~66 
Wtlli restorc<l to its place in thc Union. Mcanwhtlc, the national Con-
grcss was pursuing its own line of policy in r~gar<l to th: re¡on:,;truc
tion of thc Southcrn Statcs. During thc :-css1011 of 186a-66, a com
mittee of fiftccn was uppointcd Ly that body to whom ali mattcrs 
appertaining to the reürganization of the States of the overthro:vn 
Confedcracy shoul<l be refürred. S0011 aftcrwards thc cclebratcd Cn IL 

RIOHTl:i BILL was pas~ed, the objcct of which was to secure to the 
frecdmen of the South the full cxcrcise of citizenship. The mensure 
was oppo,;ed and vetoed by thc Presidcnt, but was immed_iately re
pa.s.-,ed by a two-thirds congre~..;ional majority. 0~1 the occa~1on .º~ th: 
cclebration of ,vashington's b1rthday at thc Ca¡nta:, the ~111 ,mi; se 
verely clcnouncc<l by thc Prcsiclcut in a spcech dchvcre<l tn front of 

h · · 1 b C gre · · w•t.,; de-the executive mansion; and t e pos1hon a~sumeo Y on :,:, , . 
clare<l to be a ncw rebcllion against the govcroment of the Umtcd 
States. I11 subs<.>quent spceches and messages the samc sentiment was 
reiterated, and thc attitucle of thc executive and legislative departmcnts 
became constantly more unfriemlly. · . 

In the summer of 1866 ~ caq, was hmed for a nahonal con:·:: 
tion to b<.> held in Philadelplua on the 14th of August. The oh;c 
had in view wcre not vcry clear1y defined;. but it was unclcrstood that 
the geneml conclition of the country woul<l be consiclcrcd,_ mcmm':8 
of national policy discussed, a1.1d all the political clemeuts, m ºP.1"?51-
tion to the majority in Congress be consolidated into .ª ne,: pohh~ 
party, with which the Pm;ident's name would be al;SOciated m leader 
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ship. At the appointed time dcl<•gates from ali the States and terri
tories were prescnt; man y membcrs of thc Rcpublican party took part 
in the movement, aml the <:onvcutiou was not lacking in enthm;iai;m. 
Still, the meeting exercisc<l but vcry littlc permancnt influcnce on tite 
affai~ ·of the country. 

Soon afterwards the Prcsi<lent madc another effort to rally pub
lic opinion in favor of his policy. In the latter part of August he 
set out from Washington, accompanied by Secretaries Seward, Wcllcs, 
and Randall, General Gtant, Admira! Farragut, and othcr promincnt 
officials, to make a tour of the Xorthern States. The ostensible ob
ject had in view was that the Prcsident i;houl<l be pres<.>nt ut the laying 
of tho corner stone of a monnment to Scnator Douglas at Chicago. 
Departing from the Capital, the prcsi<lential party passed through Phil
a<lclphia, New York, ancl Albany, and afier taking part in the ccre
monies at Chicago, rcturne<l by way of St. Lo~1is, Indianapolis, Loui.s
ville, Cinciunati, ancl Pittsburg. At all the principal towns and cities 
through which he pm,sed, the Prcsident spoke freely to the crowcls in 
defence of his own policy and in denunciation of that of Congress. 
The wholc journey was a scene of intense excitement and partisan ani
mosity. Thc general effer.t of the Prcsident's course was disastrous 
to him and his political adherents; for in the elections of the follow
ing autumn the mea.sures of Congress were sustaincd and the members 
revlcctcd by increased popular majorities. Nevertheless, the result of 
the elcction had very littlc effect in altcring the President's views or 
softening his feelings towards the legislative department of the gov
ernment. 

By dcgrees the affairs of the a<lmini8tration grew critical. When 
Congress convened in Deeember of 1866 the policy of thc Presidcnt 
was severcly eondemned. The congressional committee, appointe<l at 
the session of the previous year, now b..rought forward a report em
bodying a full plan of reürganizing the Southern States. After much 
discussion the measures pr~pose<l by the committee were adoptecl by 
Congress, and thc work ot rcconstruction was begun. As the first 
conclition for the rcadmission of a State into the Union it was enacte<l 
that the people of the same, by their legislative assembly or othcr
wise, shoul<l ratify the fourteenth amcn<lment to the constitution which 
declared the citizenship of all per:-ons born or naturalizc<l in the 
United States. In furtherunce of this policy Congress, at the same 
session, passed an act requiring that· in the national territories the 
elective franchif:ie should be granted without distinction of race or 
color, before such territories i;hould be admitted in~ the Union. A 
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similar measure was adopted in respeet to the Dü,trict of Columbia, 
forbidding the further restriction of thc right of suffrage to white 
roen. To all of these acts President Johnson opposed bis veto; but 
in every case his objection was overcome by the two-thirus majority 
in Congress. 

Concerning the reorganization of thc Southern States, the real 
question at issue was as to whether a civil or a rnilitary method of re
construction ought to be ad<'j/ed. Ji"'rom thc beginning, the President 
had urgecl the superiority of the civil process. But in Congress the 
opposite opinion prevailcd, and the views of the majority were rather 
intensified by the hostility of the executive. On the 2d of March, 
1867, an act was passed by which tbe ten scccdcd States were divided 
into five military districts, each district to be under the control of a 
governor appointed by the President. A.fter appointing the cominan
ders required by this law, the chief magistrate asked the opinion of 
Mr. Stanbery, his attorney-general, as to the validity of the con
gressional measures of reconstruction. An answcr was returned that 
most of the acts were null and void; and the President accordingly 
issued to the military commanders an order which measurably nulli
fied the whole procecding. But Congress passed a supplemental act 
declaring the meaning of the previous law, and the process of reor
ganization was continued under the congressional plan. The work, 
however, was greatly retardecl by thc distracted counsels of thc gov
ernmerit and the cbaotic condition of affairs in the South. But in dm, 
time the Sí.ates of Arkansas, Alab:una, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina were reconstructed, and in the 
months of J une and J uly, 1868, rcüdmitted into the Union. In every 
case, bowever, the readmission was effected against the protest, and 
over the veto of the Presiuent. 

In the mean time, a difficulty had arisen in the President's cabinet 
which led to his impeaehment. On the 21st of February, 1868, he noti
fied Edwin l\I. Stanton, secretary of war, of his dismissal from office. 
The act was regarded by Congress as a us1irpation of authority and a 
violation of law on the part of the President. The reconstruction diffi
culties had already broken off all friendly relations between the two 
Houses and the executivc. Accordingly, on the 3d of March, articles of 
impeaehment wcre agrced io by tbe House of Representative;;, in ao
cordance with tbe forms of the 0onstitution, and the cause was im
mediately remande<l. to the Senate for trial Proceedings bogan 
bcfore that body on the 23d of March and éontinued until the 26th 
of May, when the President was acqr-utted. But his escape was 
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very narrow; a two-thirds tnajority was required to convict, and 
but one vote icas wanting. Chief-J ustice Salmon P. 0hase, one of the 
most eminent of American statosmen and jurists, presided over this 
rcmarkable tria!. 

The time for 
holding anothcr presi
dential elcction was 
n I rcady a t han d. 
General Ulysscs S. 
Grant was nomina
ted by the Republi
cans, and Horatio 
Se y m o u r of N ew 
York by the Demo
crats. The canvass 
was atten<led w i t h 
great ex e i te m en t. 
The people were still 
agitatcd by the reccnt 
strife through which 
the nation had passed, 
and the q u e s ti o n s 
most discussed by the 
political speakers were 
thosc arising out of 
the ,ivil war. The 
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CIIIEF-JUSTICE CHASE. 

principles advocated by the majority in Congress furnished the basis of 
the Republican platform of 1868, and on that platform General Grant 
was chosen by a very large electoral majority. The votes of twenty
six States, amounting, in the aggregal:e, to two hundrecl aud fourtceu 
ballo~, werc cast in his favor, while his compctitot· reccivcd only 
the c1ghty v~tcs of the remaining eleven States. Of the popular vote, 
however, ~r. Seymour ob¡-ined two million seven hunclred an<l three 
thousand s1x hundred, against three million thirtcen thousan<l one 
hundred and eighty-eight given to General Grant. At thc same elcc
tion, the choice for the vice-presideney fell on Schuyler Ci,lfa.x of 
Indiana. 


