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ginians under General Pickett, made a final and desperate charge on
the Union centre. ~ But the onset was in vain, and the brave men who
made it were mowed down with terrible slaughter. The victory remained
with the national army, and Lee was obliged to turn back with his shat-
tered legions to the Potomac. The entire Confederate loss in this the
greatest battle of the war was nearly thirty thousand ; that of the Fede-
rals in killed, wounded and missing, twenty-three thousand a hundred
“and eighty-six. General Lee withdrew his forces into Virginia, and the
Union army resumed its old posifion on the Potomac and the Rappahan-
nock. Such were the more important military movements of 1863.
During this year the administration of President Lincoln was beset
with many difficulties. The war-debt of the nation was piling up moun-
tains high. The last calls for volunteers had not been fully met. The
anti-war party of the North had grown more hold, and openly denounced
the measures of the government, On the 3d of March TaE Conscrrp-
tI0N Act was passed by Congress, and two months afterward the Presi-
dent ordered a general draft of three hundred thousand men. All able-
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only about fifty thousand men were thus directly obtained. Butvolun-
teering was greatly quickened by the measure, and the employment of
substitutes soon filled the ranks of the army. Such, however, were the
terrible losses by battle and disease and the expiration of enlistments
that in October the Prefdent issued anothercall for three hundred thou-
sand men. At the same time it was provided that any delinquenecy in
meetin g the demand would be supplied by a draft in the following Janu-
ary. DBy these active measures the columns of the Union army were made
more powerful than ever. In the armies of the South, on the other hand,
there were already symptoms of exhaustion, and the most rigorous con-
seription was necessary fo fill the thinned but still courageous ranks of

the Confederacy. It was on the 20th of June in this yéar that West Vir-

ginia, separated from the Old Dominion, was organized and admitted as
the thirty-fiith State of the Union,

bodied citizens between the ages of twenty and forty-five years were B 3 i 'Alm‘li“ |
gubject to the requisition. 'The measure was bitterly denounced by.the g a CHAPTER LXVI. : : | i I}. h‘il‘\;m‘ .
opponents of the war, and in many places the draft-officers were forcibly -4 i “‘Ii‘. i |
resisted. On the 13th of July, in the city of New York, a vast mob rose $ k: THE CLOSING CONFLICTS. A
in arms, demolished the buildings which were occupied by the provest — == E:

marshals, burned the colored orphan asylum, attacked the police, and - A

S in the previous year, the military movements of 1864 began in the ' ';J il
West. In the beginning of February General Sherman left Vicks- it

killed about a hundred people, most of whom were negroes. For three
days the authorities of the city were set at defiance. On the second
day of the reign of terror Governor Seymour arrived and addressed
the mob in a mild-mannered way, promising that the draft should be
suspended, and advising the rioters to disperse; but they gave little
heed to his mellow admonition, and went on with the work of de-
struction. General Wool, commander of the military district of New
York, then took the matter in hand; but the troops at his disposal
were at first unable to overawe the insurgents. Some volunteer regi-
ments, however, came trooping home from Gettysburg; the Metropol-
itan police companies were compactly organized; and the cembined
forces soon crushed the insurrection with a strong hand. After the
fall of Vicksburg and the retreat of Lee from Pennsylvania, there
were fewer acts of domestic violence, Nevertheless, the anti-war
gpirit in some parts of the North ran so high that on the 19th of
August President Lincoln issued a proclamation suspending the priv-
ileges of the writ of habeas corpus throughout the Union.

As a means of procuring soldiers the draft amounted to nothing;

burg with the purpose of destroying the railroad connections of Eastern
Mississippi. Marching toward Alabama, he reached Meridian on the
1oth of the month, Here, where the railroad from Mobile to Corinth
intersects the line from Vicksburg to Montgomery, the tracks were torn
up for a distance of a hundred and fifty miles. Bridges were burned,
locomotives and cars destroyed, vast quantities of cotton and corn given
to the flames. At Meridian General Sherman expected the arrival of a
strong force of Federal cavalry which had been sent out from Memphis,

- under command of General Smith. The latter advanced into Mississippi,

but was met, a hundred miles north of Meridian, by the cavalry of For-
rest, and driven back to Memphis. Disappointed of the expected junc-

- fion of his forces, General Sherman retraced his course to Vicksburg,

Forrest continued his raid northward, entered Tennessee, and on the 24th
of March captured Union City. Pressing on, he reached Paducah, Ken-
tuck®, made an assault on Fort Anderson, in the suburbs of the town, but
Wwas repulsed with a loss of three hundred men. Turning back into Ten-
nessee, he came upon Fort Pillow, on the Mississippi, seventy miles

above Memphis. The place was defended by five hundred and sixty
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goldiers, about half of whom were negroes. Forrest, having gained
the outer defences, demanded a surrender, but was refused. He
then ordered an assault, and carried the fort by storm.

To the spring of 1864 belongs the story of "HE Rep River EXPE-
prTiox, conducted by General Banks. The object had in view was the
capture of Shreveport, the seat of the Confederate government of Louisi=
ana. A strong land-force was to march up Red River, supported by a
fleet of gunboats, under command of Admiral Porter. The army was
composed of three divisions: the first, from Vicksburg, numbering ten
thousand, commanded by General Smith ; the second, from New Orleans,
led by General Banks in person; the third, from Little Rock, under com-
mand of General Steele. In the beginning of March Smith’s division

 moved forward to Red River, and was joined by Porter with the fleet.

On the 14th of the same month the advance reached Fort de Russy,
which was taken by assault. The Confederates retreated up the river to
Alexandria, and on the 16th that city was occupied by the Federals.
Three days afterward Natchitoches was captured ; but here the road
turned from the river, and further co-operation between the gunboats
and the army was impossible. The flotilla proceeded up stream toward
Shreveport, and the land-forces whirled off in a circuit to the left.

On the 8th of April, when the advanced brigades were approach-
ing the town of Mansfield, they were suddenly attacked by the Confede-
rates in full force and advantageously posted. After a short and bloody
engagement, the Federals were completely routed. The victors made a
vigorous pursuit as far as ‘Pleasant Hill, where they were met on the
next day by the main body of the Union army. The battle was renewed
with great spirit, and the Federals were barely saved from ruin by the
hard fighting of the division of General Smith, who covered the retreat
to the river. Nearly three thousand men, twenty pieces of artillery and
the supply-trains of the Federal army were lost in these disastrous bat-
tles.  With great difficulty the flotilla descended the river from the direc-

“tion of Shreveport; for the Confederates had now planted batteries on the

banks. When the Federals had retreated as far as Alexandria, they were
again brought to a standstill ; the river had fallen to so low a stage thab
the gunboats could not pass the rapids. The squadron was finally saved
from its peril by the skill of Colonel Bailey of Wisconsin, who constructed
a dam across the river, raising the water so that the vessels could be
floated over. The whole expedition returned as rapidly as possible to
the Mississippi. General Steele had, in the mean time, made an advancé
from Little Rock to aid in the reduction of Shreveport ; but learning of

the Federal defeats, he withdrew after several severe engagements. Tothe -
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national governmcnt' the Red River expedition was a source of much
shame and mortification. General Banks was relieved of his command,

~ and General Canby ‘was appointed to succeed him.

On the 2d of March, 1864, General Grant was appointed com-
mander-in-chief of all the'armies of the United States. The high grade
of lieutenani-general was yevived by act of Congress, and conferred upon
him. No less than seven hundred thousand Union soldiers were now to
move at his command. The first month after his appointment was spent
in planning the great campaigns of the year. These were two in num-
ber. The Army of the Potomac, under command of Meade and the gen-
eral-in-chief, was to ad-
vance upon Richmond,
gtill defended by the 7
Amy of Northern Vir- |7 %m ‘
ginia, under Lee. Gen- i
eral Sherman, command- | j
ing the army at Chatta-
nooga, now numbering
a hundred thousand men,
was to march against
Atlanta, which was de-
fended by the Confed-\»>#
erates, under General ——
Johnston. To these two
great movements all other military operations were to be subordinate.

On the Tth of May General Sherman moved forward from Chatta~
nooga. At Dalton he was confronted by the Confederate army, sixty thou-
sand strong. After some manceuvring and fighting, he succeeded in turning
Johnston’s flank, and obliged him to fall back to Resaca. After two hard
battles on the 14th and 15th of May, this place was also carried, and the
Confederates retreated by way of Calhoun and Kingston to Dallas.
Here, on the 28th, Johnston made a second stand, entrenched himself
and fought, but was again outnumbered, outflanked, and compelled to
fall back to Tost Mountain. From this position he was forced on the
17th of June, after three days of desultory fighting. The next stand of
the Confederates was made on the Great and Little Kenesaw Mountains,

L

SHERMAN'S CAMPAIGN, 1864

From this line on the 22d of June the division of General Hood made a

ﬁt?rce attack upon the Union centre, but was repulsed with heavy losses.
Flve days afterward General Sherman attempted to carry the Great Ken-
esaw by storm. The assault was made with great audacity, but ended in
8 dreadful repulse and a loss of three thousand men, Sherman, undis-
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mayed by his reverse, resumed his former tactics, outflanked his antags
nist, and on the 3d of July compelled him to retreat across the Chatta-~
hoochee. By the 10th of the month the whole Confederate army had
retired within the defences of Atlanta,

This stronghold of the Confederacy was at once besieged. Here
were the great machine-shops, foundries, car-works and dépots of supplies
upon the possession of which so much depended. At the very beginning
of the siege the cautious and skillful General Johnston was superseded by
the rash but daring General J. B. Hood. It was the policy of the latter
to fight at whatever hazard. On the 20th, 22d and 28th of July he made
three desperate assaults on the Union lines around Atlanta, but was re-
pulsed with dreadful losses in each engagement, It-was in the beginning
of the second of these battles that the brave General James B. McPherson,
the pride of the Union army, was killed while reconnoitring the Con=
federate lines. In the three conflicts the Confederates lost more men
than Johnston had lost in all his masterly retreating and fighting between
Chattanooga and Atlanta. For more than a month the siege was pressed
with great vigor. At last, by an incautions movement, Hood separated
his army ; Sherman thrust a column between the two divisions ; and the
immediate evacuation of Atlanta followed. On the 2d of September the
Union army marched into the captured city. Since leaving Chattanooga
General Sherman had lost fully thirty thousand men ; and the Confederate
losses were even greater.

By retiring from Atlanta Hood saved his army. It was now his
policy to strike northward into Tennessee, and thus compel Sherman to
evacuate Georgia., But the latter had no notion of losing his vantage-
ground ; and after following Hood north of the Chattahoochee, he turned
back to Atlanta. The Confederate general now swept up through Northern
Alabama, crossed the Tennessee at Florence and advanced on Nashville.
Meanwhile, General Thomas, with the Army of the Cumberland, had
been detached from Sherman’s army at Atlanta and sent northward to
confront Hood in Tennessce, General Schofield, who commanded the
rederal forces in the southern part of the State, fell back before the Con-
federates and took post at Franklin, eighteen miles south of Nashville
Here, on the 30th of November, he was attacked by Hood’s legions, and
after a hard-fought battle held them in check till nightfall, when he
escaped across the river and retreated within the defences of Nashville:
At this place all of General Thomas’s forces were rapidly concentrated.
A line of entrenchments was drawn around the city on the south. Hood
came on, confident of victory, and prepared to begin the siege by block-
ading the Cumberland ; but before the work was fairly begun, General
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Thomas, on the 15th of December, moved from his works, fell upon the
Confederate army, and routed it with a loss, in killed, wounded and
prisoners, of more than
twenty-five thonsand
men. For many days
of freezing weather
Hood's shaitered col-
umns were pursued,
until at last they found
refuge in Alabama;
The Confederate army-

- was ruined, and the

rash general who had
led it to destruction
was relieved of his
command,

On the 14th of
November General
Sherman burned At-
lanta and began his
famous Marcu 70
THE SeA.  His army
of veterans numbered
Bixty thousand men,
Believing that Hood’s
army would be de-
stroyed in Tennessee, and knowing that no Confederate force could withs
stand him in front, he cut his communications witly the North, abandoned
his base of supplies; and struck out boldly for the sea-coast, more than
two hundred and fifty miles away. As had been foreseen, the Confed-
erates could offer no successful resistance. The Union army swept on
through Macon and Milledgeville; reached the Ogeechee and crossed in
safety ; capturcd Gibson and Waynesborough ; and on the 10th of De-
cember arrived in the vicinity of Savannah, On the 13th Fort MeAllister,
below the city, was carried by storm by the division of General Hazen,
On the night of the 20th General Hardee, the Confederate commandant,
escaped from Savannah with fifteen thousand men and retreated to
Charleston, On the following morning the national advance entered

¢
ll}d on the 22d General Sherman made his headquarters in the city, On
his march from Atlanta he had lost only five hundred and sixty-seven men,

The month of January, 1865, was spent by the Union army ag

GENERAL THOMAS,
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Savannah. On the 1st of February General Sherman, l}aving garris
soned the eity, began his march against Columbia, the capital (')f SOl:lth
Carolina. To the Confederates the further progress of the invasion

i ible.
; d morasses of the State had seemed imposst
R Now that the veteran

legions were again,
in motion, alarm
and terror pervaded
the country. Gov-
ernor Magarth had
already summoned
to the field every
white man in the
State between the
ages of sixteen anfi
sixty ; but the requis
gition was compar-
atively ineffectual.
Nevertheless, the
Confederates formed.
a line of defence
along the Salkhateh-

. ie and prepared to
N dispute Sherman’s

march northward.
It was all in vain.
The passages of the
river were fo rcfad,_
and on the 11th of the month the Confederate Tines of commu:!;:—
tion between Charleston and Augusta were cut off. On the I;Z:h t,h{
Orangeburg was taken by the Seventeenth C.orps. OnhtheS S
fords and bridges of the Congaree were carried and .t‘e' o
ppened. in the direction of Columbia. The several (?1\’33133(1 psal.uda
rapidly forward; bridges were thrown across the Broa ; ‘
Rivers, and the capital lay at the mercy of the conf]uerorf. N
morning of the 17th Mayor Goodwyn and a c?mmltteefo e
mon council came out in carriages and the city was orm

rendered. : i
As soon as it became certain that Columbia must fall into

arles~
hands of the Federals, General Hardee, the conm.lalndant of ghgle'a i
ton, determined to abandon that city also, and to join Generals &

GENERAL SHERMAN.

On the
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regard and Johnston in North Carolina. Accordingly, on the day of
the capture of the capital, guards were detailed to destroy all the ware-
houses, stores of cotton, and dépots of supplies in Charleston. The
toréh was applied, the flames raged, and consternation spread through-
out the city. The great dépot of the Northwestern Railway, where a
large quantity of powder was stored, caught fire, blew up with terrifie
violence, and buried two hundred people in the ruins. Not until four
squares in the best part of the city were laid in ashes was the confla-
gration checked. During the same night General Hardee with his
fourteen thousand troops escaped from desolate Charleston and made
his way northward. On the morning of the 18th the news was borne
to the National forces on James's and Morris Islands. During the
forenoon the Stars and Stripes were again raised over Forts Sumter,
Ripley, and Pinckney. Mayor Macheth surrendered the city to a
eompany which was sent up from Morris Island. The work of saving
whatever might be rescued from the flames was at once begun, the
citizens and the Federal soldiers working together. By strenuous ex-
ertions the principal arsenal was saved; a dépot of rice was also pre-
served and its contents distributed to the poor. Colonel Stewart L.
Woodford of the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh New York was
appointed military governor; and relations, more friendly than might
have been expected, were soon established between the soldiery and
the citizens.

After destroying the arsenals, machine shops, and founderies of
Columbia General Sherman immediately renewed his march north-
ward in the direction of Charlotte, North Carolina. The army swept

- on without opposition as far as Winnsboro, where a junction was ef-

fected with the Twentieth Corps under Slocum. Crossing the Great Pe-
dee at Cheraw, the*Union commander pressed on towards Fayetteville
where he arrived without serions hindrance, and on the 11th of March
took possession of the town. Three days before the campaign had
been rendered exciting by a dashing fight between Hampton’s and
Kilpatrick’s cavalry. The former officer was defending the rear of
Hardee’s column on the retreat from Charleston when the latter, re-
solving to intercept him, cut through the Confederate lines. But
early the next morning Kilpatrick was surprised in his quarters, at-
facked, and routed, himself barely escaping on foot into a swamp.
Here, however, he suddenly rallied his forces, turned on the Confed-
erates and scattered them in a brilliant charge. Hampton, not less
resolute than his antagonist, now made a rally and returned to the
onset, Bgi; Kilpatrick held his ground until ke was reinforced by a
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division of the Twentieth Corps under General Mitchell, when the
Confederates were finally driven back. The Union cavalry then pro-
ceeded without further molestation to Fayetteville where Sherman’s
forees ‘were concentrated on the 11th of March. .
General Johnston had now been recalled to the command of the
Confederate forces, and the advance of the Union forces began to be
seriously opposed. At Averashorough, on Cape Fear River, a short
distance north of Fayetteville, General Hardee made a stand, but was
repulsed with considerable loss. When, on the 19th of March, Gen-
eral Sherman was incautiously approaching Bentonsville, he was sud-
denly attacked by the ever-vigilant Johnston, and for a while the
Union army, after all its marches and victories, was in danger of des-
truction. But the tremendous fighting of General Jefferson C. Davis’s
division saved the day, and on the 21st Sherman entered Goldsborough
- unopposed. Here he was reinforced by a strong column from New-
bern under General Schofield, and another from Wilmington com-
manded by General Terry, The Federal army now turned to the
north-west, and on the 13th of April entered Raleigh. This was the
end of the great march ; and here, thirteen days after his arrival, Gen-
eral Sherman reccived the surrender of Johnston’s army. '
While these great and decisive events were taking place in the
Carolinas, the famous: cavalry raid of General Stoneman was in pro-
gress. About the middle of March he set out from Knoxville with &

force of six thousand men, crossed the mountains, captured Wilkes-

boro, and forced his way across the Yadkin at Jonesville. Tt had
been the original purpose of the raid that Stoneman should make a
diversion in favor of Sherman by striking into the western districts
of South Carolina; but that commander, by the celerity of his move-
ments, had already reached Goldshoro in the North State, and was in
no need of help. Stoneman’s movement therefore became an inde-
pendent expedition, the general object being the destruction of public
property, the capture of Confederate stores, and the tearing up of
railroads. Turning to the north, the troopers traversed the western
end of North Carolina and entered Carroll county, Virginia. A
Wytheville the railroad was torn up, and then the whole line was de-

stroyed from the bridge over New River to within four miles of Lynch=

burg. Christiansburg was captured and the track of the railway ob-
literated for ninety miles. Turning first to Jacksonville and then
southward, the expedition next struck and destroyed the North Caro-
lina Railroad between Danville and Greensboro. The track in the

direction of Salisbury was also torn up, and the factories at Salem SSSS
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burned. The Union prisoners at Salishury were removed by the
Confederates in time to prevent their liberation; but the town was
captured and a vast store of ammunition, arms, pro’visinn clothin a1;1
eotton fell into the hands of the raiders. Finally, on the,l‘;)th of iprii

o ¢

a division under Major Moderwell reached th t bri
’ A e great bridge w
South Carolina Rail- g Pt e

~ road crosses the Ca-

tawba River. This
magnificent struct-
ure, eleven hundred
and fifty feet in
length, was set on
fire and completely
destroyed. After a
fight with Fergu-
son’s Confederate
cavalry, the Feder-
als turned back to =
Dallas, where all the
divisions were con-
centrated,—and the
raid was at an end.
During the progress
of the expedition

six thousand prison-

ers, forty-six pieces
of artillery, and im-
mense quantities of
small arms had fallen into the hands of Stoneman’s men: the amount

of property. destroyed and the damage otherwise done to the tottering
Confederacy could not be estimated.

ADMIRAL FARRAGUT.

Meanwhile, events of even greater importance had occurred on
the gulf and the Atlantic coast. In the beginning of August, 1864
Admiral Farragut bore down with a powerful squadron upon the de:
fences of Mobile. The entrance to the harbor of this city was com-
manded on the left by Fort Gaines, and on the right by Fort Morgan,
?‘he harbor itself was defended by a Confederate fleet and the monster
p‘on—clad ram Tennessce. On the 5th of August Farragut prepared
_for battle and ran past the forts into the harbor. In order to direet
the. movements of his vessels, the brave old admiral mounted to the
me.lmtt)p of his flag-ship, the Hartford, lashed himself to the rigging,
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and from that high perch gave his commands during the battle. One
of the Union ships struck a torpedo and went to the bottom. The
rest attacked and dispersed the Confederate squadron ; but just as the
bay seemed won the terrible Tennessee came down at full speed to
strike and sink the Hartford. The latter avoided the blow ; and then
followed one of the fiercest conflicts of the war. The Union iron-clads

closed around their black antagonist and battered her with their beaks = =

and fifteen-inch bolts of iron until she surrendered. Two days after-
ward Fort Gaines was taken; and on the 23d of the month Fort
Morgan was obliged to capitulate. The port of Mobile was effectunally
sealed up.
Not less important to the Union cause was the capture of Fort
Fisher. This powerful fortress commanded the entrance to Cape Fear
River and Wilmington—the last sea-port held by the Confederates. In
December Admiral Porter was sent with the most powerful American
squadron ever afloat to besiege and take the fort. General Butler, with
a land-force of six thousand five hundred men, accompanied the expedi-
tion. On the 24th of the momth the bombardment began, and the troops
were sent ashore with orders to carry the works by storm. When Gen-
eral Weitzel, who led the column, came near enough to the fort to recon-
noitre, he decided that an assault could only end with the destruction of
his army. General Bygler held the same opinion, and the enterprise was
abandoned. Admiral Porter remained before Fort Fisher with his fleet,
and General Butler returned with the land-forces to Fortress Monroe.
Early in January the same troops were sent back to Wilmington, under
command of General Terry. The siege was at once renewed by the army
and the fleet, and on the 15th of the month Fort Fisher was taken by
storm. K
In the previous October the control of Albemarle Sound had been
secured by a daring exploit of Lieutenant Cushing of the Federal navy.
These waters were commanded by a tremendous iron ram called the Albe-
marle. In order to destroy the dreaded vessel a number of daring volun-
teers, led by Cushing, embarked in a small steamer, and on the night of
the 27th of October entered the Roanoke, The ram was discovered lying
at the harbor of Plymouth. Cautiously approaching, the lieutenant with
his own hands sank a terrible torpedo under the Confederate ship, ex=
ploded it, and left the ram a ruin, The adventure cost the lives or cap=
ture of all of Cushing’s party except himself and one other, who escaped.
A few days afterward the town of Plymouth was taken by the Federals.

During the progress of the war the commerce of the United States ¢
had suffered dreadfully from the attacks of Confederate cruisers. AS W8

1
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R-idg'e, sweep down the valley, invade Maryland and threaten Washing-
ton city. With a force of twenty thousand men Early began his move-
ment northward, and on the 5th of July crossed the Potomae. On the
9th he met the division of General Wallace on the Monocacy, and de-
feated him with serious losses. But the check given to the Confederates
by .he battle®saved Washington and Baltimore from capture,  After
dashing up within gunshot of these cities, Early ordered a retreat, and
on the 12th his forces recrossed the Potomac with vast quantitiés of
plunder.

General Wright, who was sent in pursuit of Early’s army, fol-
lowed him as far as Winchester, and there, on the 24th of July defteated
a p?rtion of his forces. But Early wheeled upon his antagoni:.st’: and the
Union troops were in turn driven across the Potomac. F ul]o“'ir:g up his
advantage, the Confederate general next invaded Pennsylvania, burned
Chamberslburg, and returned into the valley laden with spoils. Seeing
!.he necessity of putting an end to these devastating raids, General Grant
in the beginning of August appointed General Philip H. Sheridan to the
command of the consolidated army on the Upper Potomac. The troops
th.us placed at Sheridan’s disposal numbered nearly forty thousand, and
with these he at once moved up the valley, On the 19th of Sepbe:uber
he came upon Early’s army at Winchester, attacked and routed him in a
hard-f?ught battle. On the 22d he overtook the defeated army at Fish-
er's Hill, assaulted Early in his entrenchments, and gained another com-
plete victory,

: In accordance with orders given by the commander-in-chief, Sher-
idan now turned about to ravage the valley. The ruinous work w:;.s fear-
_fully well done; and what with torch and axe and sword, there was noth-
g left between the Blue Ridge and the Alleghanies worth fighting for
Mafidene.d by this destruction and stung by his defeats, the veteran Earl):
rallied his shattered forces, gathered reinforcements, and again entered
the valley, Sheridan had posted his army in a strong position on Cedar
C‘Deekz a short distance from Strasburg, and feeling secure, had gone to
Washington. On the morning of the 19th of October Early cautious
approached the Union camp, surprised it, burst in, carried*the p{):siticmy
f'ﬂpttll‘ed- the artillery, and sent the routed troops flying in confusion to:
;ﬂl’d Vlf:l_ch?stbr. Th.e Confederates pursued as far as Middletown, and
ere, hfevmg the victory complete, paused to eat and rest, On the
Previous ‘m.ght.Sheridun had returned to Winchester, and was now com-
g to rejoin his army. On his way he heard the sound of battle, rode

b ﬁve miles at full speed, met the panic-struck fugitives, rallied them .
E 8 word, turned upon the astonished Confederates, and gained one

. . 8? ‘_;_:-L) }
) » }‘} R

0D

Q

AR
il

I
|

0




534 HISTOLY OF THE UNITED STATES.

of Cherbourg, France, and was there discovered by Captain Winslow,
commander of the steamer Kearsarge. The French government gave
the Confederate captain orders to leave the port, and on the 19th of
June he went out to give his antagonist battle. Seven miles from
the shore the two ships closed for the death-struggle; and aftgr a
desperate battle of an hour’s duration, the Alabamd “was shattered
and sunk. Semmes and a part of his officers and erew were picked
up by the English yacht Deerhound and carried to Southampton.

After the great battle of Gettysburg, the Confederate army under
General Lee was withdrawn into the Shenandoah valley. The Union
cavalry, led by General Gregg, pressed after him and at Shepherds-
town gained some advantage over the division of Fitzhugh Lee.
Meade himself, at the head of the Army of the Potomae, entered Vir-
ginia near Berlin and moved southward through Lovettsville to War-
renton. The Blue Ridge was again interposed between the two.armies,
It was the policy of the Union commander to predecupy and hold the
passes of the mountains and to strike his antagonist a fatal blow when
he. should attempt to return to Richmond. But Lee’s movements

* were marked with his usual caution and sagacity. Making a feint of
erowding his army through Manassas Gap, he succeeded in drawing
thither the bulk of the Federal forces, and then by a rapid march
southward gained Front Royal and Chester Gap, swept through the
pass, and reached Culpepper in safety. General Meade, disappointed
in his expectations of a battle, advanced his army and took up a po=
sition on the Rappahannock.

In the lull that ensued from July till September of 1863, both
generals were much weakened by the withdrawal of large numbers of
their troops to take part in the struggles of the Southwest. From
Lee’s army Longstreet’s whole corps had been detached for the aid of
Bragg who was hard pressed by Rosecrans, in Tennessee. General
Meade, learning of the weakened condition of his foe, crossed the
Rappahannock, pressed him back to the south bank of the Rapidan
and himself occupied Culpepper. Soon, however, Howard’s and Slo-
cum’s corps were withdrawn from the Army of the Potomac, and
Meade was in turn obliged to act on the defensive. But his ranks
were soon filled with reinforcements and the middle of October found
him planning a forward movement. Lee, however, had already as
sumed the offensive and by skillful maneuvers had again thrown his
army on the Union flank. Then began the old race for the Potom;‘s
and in that the Federals were successful, reaching Bristow Station

taking up a strong position on the Heights of Centreville. Lee in
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tiirn fell back and the two great armies at last came to rest for the
winter, the one at Culpepper and the other on the Upper Rappahan-
nock, '

In the following spring no movements of importance occurred
untik the beginning of the campaign of the Army of the Potomae,
now commanded by Generals
Grant and Meade; and this, rr EXN KN B YL Y AN 1%
which may well be consider- Chutpesbssge
ed as one of the great cam- e — b v
paigns of history, has been |* W
reserved for the closing nar- * s odn,
rative of the war. On the E./f
night of the 3d of May, 1864, (7 7 A W
the national camp at Culpep- |* J&785 7 FEit,.., 2o, ) 7
per was broken up, and the W=l o o
march on Richmond was
begun. In three successive
summers the Union army
had been beaten back from
that metropolis of the Confed-
eracy, Now a hundred and
forty thousand men, led by
the lieutenant-general, were
to begin the final struggle
with the veterans of Lee.
On the first day of the ad-
vance Grant crossed the Rap-
idan and enteregd the Wilder-
1ess, a country of oak woods and.thickets west of Chancellorsville.
He was immediately confronted and attacked by the Confederate
army. -During the 5th, 6th and 7th of the month the fighting con-
tinued Incessantly with terrible losses on both sides; but the results

.

OPERATIONS IN VIRGINIA, '64, AND 'G5,

were indecisive. Lee retired within his intrenchments, and Grant

made a flank movement on the left in the direction of Spottsylvania
C-ourt-house. Here followed, from the morning of the 9th till the
Dight of the 12th, one of the bloodiest struggles of the war. The
Federals gained some ground and captured the division of General
wart; but the losses of Lee, who fought on the defensive, were less
dreadful than those of his antagonist. {
- After the battle of Spottsylvania, Grant again moved to the left,
ﬂ'o?ed the Pamunkey to Hanovertown, and came to a place called
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Cold Harbor, twelve miles north-east of Richmond. Here, on the 1sf
of June, he attacked the Confederates, strongly posted, but was re-
pulsed with heavy losses. On the morning of the 3d the assault was
renewed, and in the brief space of half an hour nearly ten thousand
Union soldiers fell dead or wounded before the Confederate entrench-
ments. The repulse of the Federals was complete, but they held their
lines as firmly as ever. Since the beginning of the campaign the
losses of the Army of the Potomae, including the corps of Burnside,
had reached the enormous aggregate of sixty thousand. During the
same period the Confederates had lost in killed, wounded and pris-
oners about thirty-five thousand men.
: General Grant now changed his base to James River with a view
to the capture of Petersburg and the conquest of Richmond from the
south-east. General Butler had already moved with a strong division
from Fortress Monroe, and on the 5th of May had taken Bermuda Hun-
dred and City Point, at the mouth of the Appomattox. Advancing
against Petersburg, he was met on the 16th by the corps of General
Beauregard and drifen back to his position at Bermuda Hundred, where
he was obliged to entrench himself and act on the defensive. Iere, on
the 15th of June, he was joined by General Grant’s whole army, and the

combined forces moved against Petersburg. On the 17th and 18th sev=

eral assaults were made on the Confederate entrenchments, but the works
could not be carried. Lee’s army was hurried within the defences, and
in the latter part of June Petersburg was regularly besieged.

Meanwhile, movements of great importance were taking place in
the Shenandoah valley. When General Grant moved forward from the
Rapidan, he sent General Sigel up the valley with a force of eight thou-
sand men. While the latter was advancing southwardghe was met ab
New Market, fifty miles above Winchester, by an army of Confederate
cavalry, under General Breckinridge. On the 15th of May Sigel was
attacked and routed, and the command of his flying forces was transferred
to General Hunter. Deeming the valley cleared, Breckinridge returned
to Richmond, whereupon Hunter faced about, marched toward Lynchburg,
came upon the Confederates at Piedmont, and gained a signal victory.
From this place he advanced with his own forces and the cavalry troops
of ‘General Averill against Lynchburg ; but finding that he had run into
peril, he was obliged to retreat across the mountains into West Virginia.
By this movement the valley of the Shenandoah was again exposed to an
invasion by the Confederates.

In the hope of compelling Grant to raise the siege of Petersburg, L
Lee immediately despatched General Early with orders to cross the Blue Jas
L] 3
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early as 1861 the Southern Congress had granted commissions to priva-
feers ; but neutral nations would not allow such vessels to bring prizes
into their ports, and the Privateering Act was of little direct bf-neﬁt to
fh.e Confederacy. But the commerce of the United States was greatly
injured. The first Confederate ship sent out was the Savannah, which
was captured on the same day that she escaped from Charleston. fn June
of 1861 the Sumter, commanded by Captain Semmes, ran the blockade at
New Orleans, and for seven months did fearful work with the Union
merchantmen. But in February of 1862 Semmes was chased into the
h:’clI‘bDI‘ of Gibraltar, where he was obliged to sell his vessel aﬁd discharge
his crew. In the previous October the Nushville ran out from Char]ez,-
‘tlon;i went ;,o ]If[nglz;nd,f and returned with a cargo worth three millions of
ollars, In March of 1863 sh ion i i
e e was sunk by a Union iron-clad in the

The ports of the Southern States were now so closely blockaded
that war-vessels could no longer be sent abroad. In this emergency the
Confederates turned to the ship-yards of Great Britain, and from that
vantage-ground began to build and equip their cruisers. In spite of the
remonstrances of the United States, the British government connived at
this proceeding; and here was laid the foundation of a difficulty which
afterward cost the treasury of England fifteen millions of dollars. In the
harbor of Liverpool the Florida was fitted out; and going to sea in the
summer of 1862, she succeeded in running into Mobile Bay. Escaping
in the. following January, she destroyed fifteen merchantmén, was cap-
tured in the harbor of Bahia, Brazil, and brought into Hampt’cm Roads
where an accidental collision sent her to the bottom. The Georgia the’e
Olustee, the Shenandoah and the Chickamauga, all built at the ship—y’ards
of Glasgow, Scotland, escaped to sea and made great havoc with the mer-
eha‘ntr-ships of the United States. At the capture of Fort Fisher the
Chickamauga and another cruiser called the Tallahassee were blown up
by the Confederates. The Georgia was captured in 1863, and the Shen-
andoah continued abroad until the close of the war. ,

Most destructive of all the Confederate vessels. was the famous
Alabama, built at Liverpool. Her commander was Captain Raphael
Semmes, the same who had cruided in the Sumfer, A majority of the
crew of the Alabama were British subjects; her armament was entirel
British ; and whenever occasion required, the British flag was carriedji
lIn her Wholel career, involving the destruction of sixty-six vessels and a
088 of ten million dollars to the merchant service of the United States
she never entered a Confederate port, but continued abroad capturin ;
and burning. FEarly in the summer of 1864 Semmes entered,the harbof

\Lr' |
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1o of the most signal victories of the war, Early's army was disorganized

and ruined. Such was the end of the strife in the valley of the Shenan-
doah.

Al £ull and winter long, General Grant pressed the siege of Peters-
burg with varying success. On the 30th of July a mine was exploded
under one of the forts. An assaulting eolumn sprang forward to carry
the works, gained some of the defences, but was finally repulsed with
heavy losses, On the 18th of August a division of the Union army
seized the Weldon Railroad and held it against several desperate assaults,
in which each” army lost thousands of men. On the 28th of September
Battery Harrison, on the right bank of the James, was stormed by the
Federals, and on the next day General Paine’s brigade of colored soldiers
carried a powerful redoubt on Spring Hill. On the 27th of October
there was a hard-fought battle on the Boydton road, south of Petersburg;
and then the army went into quarters for the winter,

Late in February the struggle began anew. On the 27th of the
month General Sheridan, who had moved from the Shenandoah, gained a
victory over the forces of General Early at Waynesborough, and then joined
the commander-in-chief at Petersburg. On the 1st of April a severe
battle was fought at Five Forks, on the Southside Railroad, in which the
Confederates were defeated with a loss of six thousand prisoners, On
the next day Grant ordered a general assault on the lines of Petersburg,
and the works were carried. On that night the army of General Lee and
the members of the Confederate government fled from Richmond ; and on
the following morning that city, as well as Petersburg, was entered by the
Federal army. The warchouses of the ill-fated Confederate capital were
fired by the retreating soldiers, and the better part of the city was reduced
to ruins,

The strife lasted but a few days longer. General Lee retreated
as rapidly as possible to the south-west, hoping to join the army of
General Johnston from Carolina. The Confederates, flying from Pe-
tersburg, joined those on the retreat from Richmond at Amelia Court
House. To this place General Lee had ordered his supply-trains;
but the officer having the same in charge, had foolishly mistaken his
orders and driven the train on in the ditection of Danville. Nearly ones
half of the Confederate army, now growing hopeless, had to be dis-
persed to gather supplies by foraging. The 4th and 5th of April—
days precious to the sinking heart of Lee—were consumed with the
delay. The vietorious Federals were pressing on in full pursuit; and
on the morning of the 6th nearly the whole Union army was ab Jet-
fersville, on the Danville railroad, ready to strike the Confederates at
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Amelia. Sheridan pressed on by the left flank in the direction of
Deatonsville. Ord came up with his division by way of the South
Side Railroad to Burke's Station. Lee fell back to the west from
Amelia Court House and reached Deatonsville where a severe battle
was fought, in which Ewell’s division six thousand strong was over-
whelmed and captured by Sheridan. The main army of ‘:lle Confed-
erates, however, gained the Appomattox at Farm\'ill’e, crossed to the
northern bank, and burned the bridges. Lee now endeavored to in-
terpose the river as a barrier between himself and his relentless pur-

suers; but it was all in vain., Hoping against hope, he made a des-
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Perate effort to hold the line of the Lynchburg Railroad, but the vig-
ilant Sheridan was there before him. On the Tth of April a slight
success in battle gave a momentary encouragement to the exhausted
army ; but the flame of hope was blown out as soon as kindled. On
that day General Grant, now at Farmville, addressed a note to the
Confederate commander expressing a desire that the further effusion
of blolml might be saved by the surrender of the (‘«;:Ilf'edel;‘),tc army.
:I‘(l this General Lee replied by declaring his desire for peace bit add-
ing that the occasion for the surrender of the Army of Northern
Virginia had not arrived. On thie morning of the 9th however.
when it became known that the left wing of the Union ar;nv had sc-,
eured the line of the Lynchburg Railroad—when the wreck of Long-
street’s. veterans, attf*rlllltillg to continue the retreat, were confronted
an(! driven back by Sheridan—then the iron-souled Confederate leader
seeing the utter uselessness of a further struggle, sent General Grant’:
& note asking for a meeting preliminary to a surrender. The Umion
¢ommander immediately complied with the request. At two o’clock
in the afternoon of Palm Sunday, the 9th of April, 1865, the two
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great generals met each other ir the parlor of William McLean at
Appomattox Court House. There the terms of surrender were dis-
cussed and settled. It was agreed that General Grant should put his
proposition in the form of a military note to which General Lee
should return a formal answer. The Union commander accordingly
drew up and presented the following memorandum :

ArpomaTrox Courr Housk, VA., April 9, 1865.

GexErAL: In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th inst-
ant, T propose to receive the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia on the fol

lowing terms, to-wit: Rolls of all the officers and men to be made in duplicate; one

copy to be given to an officer to be designated by me, the other to be retained by such
other officer or officers as you may designate. The officers to give their individual
paroles not to take up arms against the Government of the United States until properly
‘exchanged; and each company or regimental commander to sign a like parole for the
men of their commands. The arms, artillery, and public property, to be parked, and
stacked, and turned over to the officers appointed by me to receive them, This will not
embrace the side-arms of the officers nor their private horses or baggage. This done,
each officer and man will be allowed to return to his home, not to be disturbed by
United States authority so long as they observe their paroles and the laws in force

Tlieee iy Fele U. 8. GRANT, Licutenant-General.

To this memorandum General Lee responded as follows:

HEeAD-QUARTERS, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, April 9, 1865, |
GenerAL: 1 received your letter of this date, containing the terms of the surren:
der of the Army of Northern Virginia, as proposed by you. As they are substantially
the same as those expressed in your letter of the 8th instant, they are accepted. 1
will proceed to designate the proper officers to carry the stipulations into effect.

R. E. LEE, General.

Thus the work was done! How the army of General Johnston
was surrendered at Raleigh a few days later has already been nar-
rated. After four dreadful years of bloodshed, devastation, and sorrow,
taE C1viL WAR 1IN THE UNITED STATES WAS AT AN END.

The Federal authority was rapidly extended over the Southern
States. After the surrender of Lee and Johnston, there was no further
hope of reorganizing the Confederacy. Mr. Davis and his cabinet escaped
to Danville, and there for a few days kept up the forms of government.
From that place they fled into North Carolina and were scattered. The
- ex-President with a few friends continued his flight through South Caro-
lina into Georgia, and encamped near the village of Irwinsville, where, on
the 10th of May, he was captured by General Wilson’s cavalry. He was
conveyed as a prisoner to Fortress Monroe, and kept in confinement until
May of 1867, when he was taken to Richmond to be tried on a charge of
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treason. He was admitted to bail; and his cause, after remaining untried
for a year and a half, was finally dismissed. -
At the presidential election in the autumn preceding the downfall
of the Confederacy, Mr. Lincoln was chosen for a second term, As Viee-
President, Andrew Johnson of Tennessce was elected in place of M.
Hamlin, The opposing candidates, supported by the Democratic party,
were General George B. McClellan and George H. Pendleton of Ohio,
Mr. Lincoln’s majority was very heavy, General McClellan carrying only
the.States of Kentucky, Dglaware and New Jersey. In the summer pre-
ceding the election the people of Nevada framed a constitution, in accord-
ance withan act of Congress, and on the 31st of October the new common-
wealth was proclaimed as the thirty-sixth State of the Union. The gold
and silver mines of Nevada were developed with such rapidity that they
soon surpassed those of California in their yield of the precious metals.
At the outbreak of the civil war the financial credit of the United
States had sunk to a very low ebb. By the organization of the army and
navy the expenses of the government were at once swelled to an enormous
aggregate. The price of gold and silver advanced so rapidly that the
redemption of bank-notes in coin soon became impossible; and on the
30th of December, 1861, the banks of New York, and after:avard those of
the whole country, suspended specie payments. Mr. Chase, the secretm;y
of the treasury, first sought relief by issuing TREASURY NoTES, receivable
as money and bearing seven and three-tenths per cent. inte;‘ast. This
expedient was temporarily successful, but by the beginning of 1862 the
ngenses of the government had risen to more than a million of dollars
daily. :
To meet these tremendous demands other measures Had to be
adopted. Congress accordingly made haste to provide AN INTERNAL
REVENUE. This was made up from two general sources: first, @ faz on
manvufactures, incomes and salaries ; second, a stamp-duty 07: all legal
documents. The next measure was the issuance by the treasury of a
hundred and fifty millons of dollars in non-interest-bearing LEGAL
Texper Nores of the United States, to be used as money. These are
the notes called Greenbacks. The third great measure adopted by the
government was the sale of Uxrrep StaTes Boxps: These were made
redeemable at any time after five and under twenty years from date, and
were fror.u that fact called Five-Twenties, The interest upon then: was
fixed at six per cent,, payable semi-annually in gold. Another important

- Beries of bonds, called Ten-Forties, was afterward issued, being redeem-

;tle by the government at any time between ten and forty years from
te. In the next place, Congress passed an act providing for the estab-
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lishment of NaTIoNAL Baxks. The private banks of the country had
been obliged to suspend operations, and the people were greatly distressed
for want of money. To meet this demand it was provided that new
banks might be established, using national bonds, instead of gold and
silver, as a basis of their circulation. The currency of these banks was
furnished and the redemption of the same guaranteed by the treasury of
the United States. By these measures the means for prosecuting the war
were provided. At the end of the conflict the national debt had reached
the astounding sum of nearly three thousandgnillions of dollars.

On the 4th of March, 1865, President Lincoln was inaugurated for
his second term. A month afterward the military power of the Confed-
eracy was broken. Three days after the evacuation of Richmond by Lee’s
army the President visited that city, conferred with the authorities, and then
returned to Washington. On the evening of the 14th of April he attended
Ford’s theatre with his wife and a party of friends. As the play drew near
its close a disreputable actor, named John Wilkes Booth, stole unnoticed
into the President’s box, leveled a pistol at his head, and shot him through
the brain. Mr. Lincoln fell forward in his seat, was borne from the
building, lingered in an unconscious state until the following morning, and
died. It was the greatest tragedy of modern times—the most wicked,
atrocious and diabolical murder known in American history. The assassin
leaped out of the box upon the stage, escaped into the darkness, and fled.
At the same hour another murderer, named Lewis Payne Powell, burst
into the bed-chamber of Secretary Seward, sprang upon the couch of the
sick man, stabbed him nigh unto death, and made his escape into the
night. The city was wild with alarm and excitement. It was clear that
a plot had been made to assassinate the leading members of the govern=

ment. Troops of cavalry and the. police of Washington departed in all ==

directions to hunt down the conspirators, On the 26th of April Booth
was found concealed in a barn south of Fredericksburg. Refusing to
surrender, he was shot by Sergeant Boston Corbett, and then dragged
forth from the burning building to die. Powell was caught, convicted
and hanged. His fellow-conspirators, David E. Herrold and Geo. A.
Atzerott, together with Mrs. Mary K. Surratt, at whose house the plot
was formed, were also condemned and executed. Michael O'Laugh-
lin, Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, and Samuel Arnold were sentenced to im=
prisonment for life, and Edward Spangler for a term of six years.
So ended in darkness, but not in shame, the career of Abraham

Lincoln. He was one of the most remarkable men of any age or country - :

—aman in whom the qualities of genius and common sense were

mingled. He was prudent, far-sighted and resolute ; thoughtful, calm
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and just; patient, tender-hearted and great. The manner of bis
death consecrated his memory. TFrom city to city, in one vast funeral
procession, the mourning people followed his remains to their last
resting-place at Springfield. From all nations rose the voice of sym-
pathy and shame—sympathy for his death, shame for the dark crime
that caused it.

He had been born a destined work to do,
And lived lnﬁ it; four long-suffering years--
Ill-fate, ill-feeliMg, ill-report lived through—
And then he heard the hisses change to cheers,

The taunts to tribute, the abuse to praise

And took them both with his unwavering mood ;
But as he came on light from darkest days,

And seemed to touch the goal from where he stood,

A felon hand, between that goal and him,
Reached from behind his head, a trigger prest,
And those perplexed and patient eyes were dim,
Those gaunt long-laboring limbs were laid to rest!

The words of merey were upon his lips,
Forgiveness in his heart and on his pen,

‘When this vile murderer brought swift eclipse
To thoughts of peace on earth, good-will to men,

The Old World and the New, from sea to sea,
Utter one voice of sympathy and shame!
Bore heart, so stopped when it at last beat free,

Sad life, cut short just as its triumph cume!,

A deed accurst | Strokes have been struck before
By the assassin’s hand, whereof men doubt

If more of horror or disgrace they bores
But thy foul crime, like Cain’s stands darkly out!

Vile hand ! that branded murder on a strife
Whate'er its grounds, stoutly and nobly s’triven

And with the martyr's erown crownest a life ,
With much to praise, little to be forgiven | *

®These verses are from thesI
. 8 ¢ *London Punch of May 6th, 1865. For years that
:::] dt.;:{mnturwl Mr. Lun:‘(»!n and ridiculed the National gnvemmen{; but nmivIrJ i:.::rt
ed was done, the British heart reicted and spoke out for humanity,




