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great, and in this part of the field neither side might claim a decisive
victory. Not so in the center and on the right. Here a portion cf
General Sumner’s men were ordered forward against the Confederates
securely and impregnably posted on Marye’s Hill. They were mowed
down by thousands and hurled back in disdain, while the defenders
of the heights hardly lost a man. Time and again the assault was
recklessly renewed. A part of Hooker’s gallant troops, led by Gene
eral Humphreys, came forward ; charged with unloaded guns; and in
fifteen minutes one-half of the four thousand brave fellows went down
in death. Night came and ended the useless carnage. General Burn~
side would have renewed the battle; but his division commanders
finally dissuaded him and on the night of the 15th the Federal army
was silently withdrawn across the Rappahannock. The Union losses
in this terrible conflict amounted to a thousand five hundred killed,
nine thousand one hundred wounded, and sixteen hundred and fifty
prisoners and missing. The Confederates lost in killed five hundred
and ninety-five, four thousand and sixty-one wounded, and six hun-
dred and fifty-three missing and prisoners, Of all the important
movements of the war only that of Fredericksburg was undertaken
with no probability of success. Under the plan of the battle—if
plan it might be called, nothing could be reasonably expected but
repulse, rout, and ruin. Thus in gloom and disaster to the Federal
cause ended the great campaign of 1862.

CHAPTER LXV.

THE WORK OF '63.

.

THE war had now grown to enormous proportions, The Confederats
States were draining every resource of men and means in order to .
~support their armies. The superior energies of the North, though by no
means exhausted, were greatly taxed. In the previous year, on the day
after the battle of Malvern Hill, President Lincoln had issued a call for
three hundred thousand additional troops. During the exciting days of
Pope’s retreat from the Rappahannock he sent forth another call for three
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hundred thousand, and to that waf added a requisition for a draft of three
hundred thousand more, Mot of these enormous demands were promptly
met, and it became evident that in respect to resources the Federal gov-
ernment was vastly superior to the Confederacy.

. On the 1st day of January, 1863, the President issued one of the
most imporfant documents of modern times: Tug EyaNcreaTioN
ProcraMATION.* The war had been begun with no well-defined inten-
tion on the part of the government to free the slaves of the South., But
the President and the Republican party looked with disfavor on the in-
stitution of slavery; during the progress of the war the sentiment of
abolition had grown with great rapidity in the North; and when at last
it became a military necessity to strike a blow at the labor-system of the
Southern States, the step was taken with but little hesitancy or oppo-
sition. Thus, after an existence of two hundred and forty-four years, the
institation of African slavery in the United States was swept away.,

The military movements of the new year began on the Mississippi
After his defeat at Chickasaw Bayou, General Sherman laid a plan for
the capture of Arkansas Post, on the Arkansas River, In the first days
of January an expedition set out for that purpose, the land-forees being
commanded by General McClernand, and the flotilla by Admiral Porter,
Entering the Arkansas, the Union forces reached their destination on the
10th of the month, fought a hard battle with the Confederates, gained a
victory, and on the next day received the surrender of the post with
nearly five thousand prisoners,  After this success the expedition returned
to the vicinity of Vicksburg, in order to co-operate with General Grant
in a second effort to capture that stronghold of the Confederacy,

Again the Union forces were collected at Memphis, and embarked
on the Mississippi. A landing was effected at the Yazoo ; but the cap-
ture of the city from that direction was decided to be impracticable, The
first three months of the year were spent by General Grant in beating
about the bayous, swamps and hills around Vicksburg, in the hope of
getting a position in the rear of the town. A canal was cut across a
bend in the river with a view to turning the channel of the Mississippi
and opening a passage for the gunboats. Bug a flood in the river washed
the works away, and the enterprise ended in failure, Then another
canal was begun, only to be abandoned. Finally, in the first days of
April, it was determined at all hazards to run the fleet past the Vicksburg
batteries. Accordingly, on the night of the 16th, the boats were made
ready and silently dropped down the river. All of a sudden the guns
burst forth with terrible discharges of shot and shell, pelting the passing

* 8ee Appendix H.
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steamers; but they went by with comparatively little damage, and found
a safe position below the city. i

Elated with the successful pas-
gage of his fleet, General Grant
now marched his land-forces down
the right bank of the Mississippi
and formed a junction with the
squadron. On the 30th of April
he crossed the river at Bruinsburg,
and on the following day fought
and defeated the Confederates ab
Port Gibson. The evacuation of
3 Grand Gulf, at the mouth of the

%= Big Black River, followed imme-
VICKSBURG AND VICINITY, 1863. diately afterword. The Union army
now swept around to the rear of Vicksburg. On the morning of
the 12th a strong Confederate force was encountered at Raymond, and
after a severe engacement was repulsed. Pressing on toward Jackson,
the capital of Mississippi, General Grant’s right wing, under Sherman and
MecPherson, met the advance of General Johnston’s division coming to
reinforce the garrison of Vickshure, Here, on the 14th of the month,
a decisive battle was fought; the Confederates were beaten, and the city
of Jackson captured. The communications of Vicksburg were now cut
off, and General Pemberton was obliged to repel the Federals or suffer a
siege. Sallying forth with the greater part of his forces, he met the Union
army on the 16th at Champion Hills, on Baker’s Creek. In the battle
that followed, as well as in a conflict at the Black River Bridge on the
17th, Grant was again victorious, and Pemberton retired with his dis-
heartened troops within the defences of Vicksburg.

The investment of the city was rapidly completed. Believing that
the Confederate works could be carried by storm, General Grant, on the
19th of May, ordered an assault, which resulted in a repulse with terrible
losses. Three days afteriard the attempt was renewed, but the assailants
were again hurled back with a still greater destruction of life. The
Union loss in these two unsuccessful assaults amounted to nearly three
thousand men. TFinding that Vieksburg could not be taken by storm,
General Grant began a regular siege, and pressed it with ever-increasing
severity, Admiral Porter got his gunboats into position and bombarded
the unfortunate town incessantly. Reinforcements swelled the Union
ranks. On the other hand, the garrison of the city was in a starving con=
dition, Still, Pemberton held out for more than a month; and it was
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not until the 4th of July that he was driven to surrender. By the act
of capitulation the defenders of Vicksburg, numbering nearly thirty
thousand, became prisoners of war. Thousands of small-arms, hundreds
of cannon, vast quantities of ammunition and warlike stores were the
fruits of this great Union victory, by which the national government
gained more and the Confederacy lost more than in any previous struggle
of the war.

Meanwhile, General Banks, who had superseded General Butler in
eommand of the department of the gulf, had been conducting a vigor-
ous campaign on the Lower Mississippi. FEarly in January, from his
headquarters at Baton Rouge, he advanced into Louisiana, reached Brash-
ear City, and shortly afterward gained a victory over a Confederate force
at a place called Bayou Teche. Returning to the Mississippi, he moved
northward to Port Hudson, invested the place and began a siege. The
beleaguered garrison, under General Gardner, made a brave defence ; and
it was not until the 8th of July, when the news of the fall of Vicksburg
was borne to Port Hudson, that the commandant, with his force of more
than six thousand men, was obliged to capitulate. By this important
surrender the control of the Mississippi throughout its whole length was
recovered by the National government.

" During the progress of the war cavalry raids became more and more
frequent, Of this nature was Stonewall Jackson’s campaign down the
Shenandoah valley in the summer of 1862. Later in the same year, just
after the battle of Antietam, the Confederate General Stuart, with a troop
of eighteen hundred cavalrymen, made a dash into Pennsylvania, reached
Chambersburg, captured the town, made a complete cireuit of the Army
of the Potomac, and returned in safety to Virginia. Just before the in-
vestment of Vicksburg, Colonel Benjamin Grierson, of the Sixth Illinois
Cavalry, struck out with his command from La Grange, Tennessee, en-
tered Mississippi, traversed the State to the east of Jackson, cut the rail-
roads, destroyed property, and after a rapid course of more than eight
hundred miles gained the river at Baton Rouge. By these raids the
border country of both sections was kept in perpetual agitation and alarm,

For a while after the battle of Murfreesborough Rosecrans re-
mained inactive. Late in the spring Colonel Streight’s command went *
on a raid into Georgia, met the division of the Confederate gfneral

~ Forrest, was surrounded and captured. In the latter part of June, Rose-

crans by a series of flank movements succeeded in crowding General Bragg

out of Tennessee into Georgia. The union general followed his antago-

nist and took post at Chattanooga, on the left bank of the Tennessee.

During the summer months General Bragg was heavily reinforced by
8
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Johnston from Mississippi, and Longstreet from Virginia. O the 19th
of September he turned upon the Federal army at Chickamauga Creek,
in the north-west angle of Georgia. During this day a hard battle
was fought, but night fell on the scene with the vietory undecided.
During the night the Confederates were reinforced by the arrival of
General Longstreet, who was stationed with his division on the left
" wing of Bragg’s army. The
right was given to General
Polk, while the center was
held by Ewell and Johnston,
The Federal left wing was
commanded by General
Thomas, the center by Crit-
tenden, and the right by Me-
Cook. The plan of the Con-
federate commander was t
crush the Union line, foree
his way through a gap in
Missionary Ridge, capture
Rossville and Chattanooga,
and annihilate Rosecrans’s
army. The battle began at
half past eight o’clock on
the morning of the 20th,
the Confederates moving on
in powerful masses, and
the Federals holding their
ground with unflinching courage. After the conflict had continued
for some hours, the national battle-line was opened by General Wood,
acting under mistaken orders. The Confederate general, seeing his
advantage, thrust forward a heavy column into the gap, cut the Union
army in two, and drove the shattered right wing in utter rout from
the field. General Thomas, with a desperate firmness hardly equaled
in the annals of war, held the left until nightfall, and then, under
cover of darkness, withdrew into Chattanooga, where the defeated
army of Rosecrans had already found shelter. The Union losses in
this dreadful battle amounted in killed, wounded and missing t0
nearly nineteen thousand, and the Confederate loss was even more
appalling.

General Bragg at once pressed forward to besiege Chattanoogs.
The Federal lines of communication were cut off, and for a while the
army of Rosecrans was in danger of being annihilated. But General

BATTLE OF CHICKAMAUGA, SEPT. 19, 20, 1863,

- more impregna-

- Bragg was not
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Hooker arrived with two corps from the Army of the Potomac, opened
the Tennessee River, and brought relief to the besieged. At the same
time General Grant, being promoted to the chief command of the
Western armies, assumed the direction of affairs at Chattanooga. Gen-
eral Sherman also arrived with his division, so strengthening the Army
of the Cumber-
land that offen-
sive operations
were at once
renewed. The
left wing of
the Confederate
army now rest-
ed on Look-
out Mountain,
and the right
on Missionary
Ridge. A, po-

sition seemingly

ble could hard-
ly be conceived
of. General

only confident
of his ability to
hold his lines
against any ad- .
vance of the Federals but even contemplated the storming of Chatta~
nooga. On the 20th of November he gave notice to General Grant to
remove all non-combatants as the town was about to be bombarded;
but no attention was paid to the despateh. On the 23d General Hooker

LOOEOUT MOUNTAIN AND MISSIONARY RIDGE, NOV. 23-25, 1863,

- threw his corps across the river below Chattanooga and gained a foot-

ing at the mouth of Lookout Creek facing the mountain. From this
Position the assault was made on the following morning. Hooker was
Supported by the divisions of Generals Geary and Osterhaus, and the
remainder of the Union army was kept in a state of activity in order
to prevent the reinforcement of Lookout from Missionary Ridge. A

.. : dense fog hung like a hood over the mountain, effectually ¢oncealing

ﬂ'le'movements of the Federals. The charge began between eight and
mine o’clock, and in the space of two hours the ranges of Confederate

' Tifle-pits among the foot-hills had been successfully carried, It had
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been General Hooker’s purpose to pause when this work should be
accomplished, but the enthusiasm of his army rose to such a pitch as
to suggest the still greater achievement of carrying the whole Confed-
erate position. Taking advantage of the fog and the spirit of his
soldiers Hooker again gave the command to charge; and up the almost
inaccessible slopes of the mountain the troops sprang forward with re-
sistless energy. It was such a scene of dauntless heroism as has rarely
been portrayed in the records of battle. The charging columns, strug-
gling %igainst the obstacles of nature and facing the murderous fire of
the Confederate guns, could not be checked. The Union flag was
carried to the top; and before two o’clock in the afternoon Lookout
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at Knoxville, where he was received by the people with lively satisfac-
tion. After the battle of Chickamauga, General Longstreet was sent into
East Tennessee to counteract the movements of the Unionists. On his
march to Knoxville he overtook and captured several small detachments
of Federal troops, then invested the town and began a siege. On the
29th of November the Confederates made an attempt to carry Knoxville
by storm, but were repulsed with heavy losses. After the retreat of Bragg
from Chattanooga, General Sherman marched to the relief of Burnside;
but before he could reach Knoxville, Longstreet raised the siege and re-

treated into Virginia, .
In the early part of 1863 the Confederates, led by Generals Mar-

i

Mountain, with its cloud-capped summit overlooking the town and
river, was swarming with Federal soldiers. The routed Confederates
retreated down the eastern slope and across the intervening hills and

i

fifl
maduke and Price, resumed activity in Arkansas and Southern Missouri. it “I
On the 8th of January they made an attack on Springfield, but were re- 1A

valleys in the direction of Missionary Ridge.

The second great conflict was reserved for the morrow. During
the night of the 24th General Bragg concentrated his forces and made
preparations to defend his position to the last. On the following
morning Hooker’s victorious troops poured down from Lookout,

crossed the Chattanooga, and renewed the battle at the southwestern

extremity of Missionary Ridge. General Sherman had already built
pontoon bridges over the Tennessee and Chickamauga, thrown his
corps across those streams, and gained a lodgment on the northeastern
declivity of the Ridge. General Thomas, commanding the Union
center, lay with his impatient soldiers, on the southern and eastern
slopes of Orchard Knob, awaiting the result of Sherman’s and Hooker’s
onsets. At two o’clock in the afternoon orders were given by Gen-
eral Grant for an assault along the whole line. And the command
was instantly obeyed. The thrilling scene of Lookout Mountain was
again enacted. The Federal soldiers charged to the summit of Mis-
sionary Ridge and the Confederates were driven into a disastrous rout.
During the night General Bragg withdrew his shattered columns and
retreated in the direction of Ringgold, Georgia. The Federal losses
in the two great batties amounted to seven hundred and fifty-seven
killed, four thousand five hundred and twenty-nine wounded, and three
hundred and thirty missing; the loss of the Confederates in killed,
wounded and prisoners reached considerably beyond ten thonsand.
The results of the conflict were so decisive as to put an end to the
war in Tennessee until it was renewed by Hood at Franklin and
Nashville in the winter of 1864. v

In the mean time, General Burnside was making an effort to hold

East Tennessee. On the 1st of September he arrived with his command

‘pulsed with considerable losses. Three days afterward, at the town of Ll

Hartsville, a battle was fought with a similar result. On the 26th of
April, General Marmaduke attacked the post at Cape Girardeau, on the
Mississippi, but the garrison succeeded in driving the Confederates away.
On the day of the surrender of Vicksburg the Confederate general
Holmes, with a force of nearly eight thousand men, made an attack
on Helena, Arkansas, but was repulsed with a loss of one-fifth of his
men. On the 13th of August the town of Lawrence, Kansas, was
sacked and burned, and a hundred and forty persons killed by a band
of desperate fellows led by a chieftain called Quantrell. On the 10th
of September the Federal general Steele reached Little Rock, the
capital of Arkansas, captured the city and restored the national authority
in the State.

To the summer of this year belongs the story of General John
Morgan’s great raid through Kentucky into Indiana and Ohio. His
starting-point was Sparta, Tennessee; the number of his forces three
thousand., Pushing northward through Kentucky, he gathered strength,

~ reached the Ohio at Brandenburg, crossed into Indiana, and began his

march to the north and east. He was resisted,at Corydon dhd other
points by bodies of home-guards, and hotly pursued by a force under
General Hobson. Morgan crossed into Ohio at Harrison, made a circuit
to the north of Cincinnati, and attempted to recross the river. But the

- Ohio was now guarded by gunboats, and the raiders were driven back.

With numbers constantly diminishing the Confederate leader pressed on,
fighting and flying, until he came near the town of New Lishon, where
he was surrounded and captured by the brigade of General Shackelford.
-.For nearly four months Morgan was held as a prisoner; then mak-
Ing his escape, he fled to Kentucky, and finally reached Richmond.

The year 1863 was marked by some movements of importance on




518 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

the sea-coast. On the 1st of January General Marmaduke, by a brilliant
exploit, captured Galveston, Texas. By this means the Confederates se«
cured a port of entry, of which they were greatly in need in the South«
west.  On the Tth of April Admiral Dupont, with a powerful fleet of iron=
clads, made an attempt to capture Charleston, but the squadron was driven
pack much damaged. In the last days of June the siege of the city was
begun anew by a strong land-force, under command of General Q. A.
Gillmore, assisted by the fleet under Admiral Dahlgren. The Federal
army first effected a lodgment on Folly Island, and soon afterward on
the south end of Morris Island, whege batteries were planted bearing upon
Fort Sumter in the channel and Fort Wagner and Battery Gregg at the
northern extremity of the island. After the bombardment had continued
for some time, General Gillmore, on the 18th of July, made an attempt
to carry Fort Wagner by assault, but was repulsed with a loss of more
than fifteen hundred men. The siege then progressed until the night of
the 6th of September, when the Confederates evacuated the fort and Bat-
tery Gregg, and retired to Charleston. Gillmore thus obtained a position
within four miles of the city, and brought his guns to bear on the wharves
and buildings of the lower town. Meanwhile, the walls of Fort Sumter
on the side next to Morris Island had been pounded into powder by the
Jand-batteries and guns of the monitors. The harbor and city, however,
still remained under control of the Confederates, the only gain of the
Federals heing the establishment of a blockade so complete as to seal up
the port of Charleston.

During the spring and summer of 1863 the Army of the Potomae
was engaged in several desperate conflicts, After his fatal repulse at
Fredericksburg General Burnside was superseded by General Joseph
Hooker, who, in the latter part of April, moved forward ¥ith his army in
full force, crossed the Rappahannock and the Rapidan, and reached
Chancellorsville. Here, on the evening of the 2d of May, he was at-
tacked by the veteran Army of Northern Virginia, led by Lee and Jack-

son. THe latter general, with extraordinary daring, put himself at the *

head of a division of twenty-five thousand men, filed off from the battle-
field, outflanked the Union army, burst like a thunder-cloud upon the
right wing, and swept everything to destruction.  But it was the last of
Stonewall’s battles. As night came on, with ruin impending over the
Federal army, the brave Confederate leader, riding through the gather-
ing darkness, received a volley from his own lines, and fell mortally
wounded. He lingered a week, and died at Guinea Station, leaving &
gap in the Confederate ranks which no other man could fill.

On the morning of the 3d the battle was furiously renewed. Gen-
eral Sedgwick, attempting to r¢inforce Hooker from Fredericksburg, w8

THE WORK OF ’63. 519

defeated and driven across the Rappahannock. The main army waz:

crowded between Chancellorsville and the river, where it remained in the
utmost peril until the evening of the 5th, when General Hooker succeeded
in withdrawing his forces to the northern bank. The Union losses in
these terrible battles amounted in killed, wounded and prisoners to about
seventeen thousand ; that of the Confederates was less by five thousand.
Taken altogether, the campaign was the most disastrous ofany in which
the Federal army had yet been engaged.

The defeat of General Hooker was to some extent witigated by the
anceessful cavairy raid of General Stoneman. On the 29th of Apl:ﬂ he
ossed the Rappahgnoock with a body of ten thousand men, tore up the
Virginia Central Railroad, dashed on to the Chickahominy, cut General
Lee's communications, -
gwept around within
a few miles of Rich-
mond, and on the 8th
of May recrossed the
Rappahannock in
gafety. At the same
time, General Peck,
the Federal command-
ant of Suffolk, on the
Nansemond, was suc-
cessfully resisting a
siege conducted by °
General  Longstreet.
The Confederates re-
treated from before the
town on the very day
of the Union disaster
at Chancellorsville,

Elated with his
success on the Rappa-
hannock, General Lee
determined to carry
the war into Mary-

STONEWALL JACKSON.*

~land and Pennsylvania, In the first week of June he moved forward

.*']:‘he true name of this remarkable man was Thomas Jonathan Jackson. In the be
ginning of the battle of Bull Ran, when the Confederates in one part of the field were
routed and flying, General Pee, pointing to an immovable column of men, cried out
T’Hen is Jackson, standing like a efome wall /* From that day the man at the head o]:
hat column was called Stomewall Jackson, ;
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with his whole army, crossed the Potomac, and captured Hagerstown.
On the 22d of June the invaders entered Chznn.!)ersbu'rg, an(.i then
pressed on through Carlisle to within® a few miles of Harrisburg,
The militia of Pennsylvania was ealled out, and volunteers came
pouring in from other States. General Huok.er, Elt.. the head‘?f tl}e
Army of the Potomac, pushed forward to strike his antagomat. t
was evident that
a great and deci-
sive battle was at
hand. General
Lee, abandoning
his purpose of
invasion, rapidly
concentrated his
forces near Get-
tysburg, the eap-
ital of Adams
County, Penn-
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Confederates were victorious, driving the Union line from its posi-
tion, through the village, and back to the high grounds southward.
Here at nightfall a stand was made, and a new battle-line was formed
reaching from an eminence called Round Top, where the left wing
rested, around the crest of the ridges to Cemetery Hill, where the
center was posted, and thence to Wolf Hill on Rock Creek. To
this positign, well-chosen and strong, the whole Union army, ex-

“cept Sedgwick’s corps, was hurried forward during the night. The

Confederate forces were all brought into position on Seminary Ridge
and the high grounds to the left of Rock Creek, forming a semi-
eircle about five miles long. The cavalry of both armies hung upon
the flanks, doing effective service but hardly participating in the
main conflict of the center. :

On the morning of July 2d, the corps of General Longstreet on
the Confederate right moved forward impetuously and attacked the

‘Union left under Sickles. The struggle in this part of the field was

for the possession of Great and Little Round Top; and after terrible
fighting, which lasted until six o’clock in the evening, these strong

sylvania. On the
very eve of bat-
tle the command
of the Union ar-
my was transfer-
red from General

positions remained in the hands of the Federals. In the center a’ “l;
similar conflict, lasting for the greater part of the day, ensued for the ‘;
possession of Cemetery Hill. Here, too, notwithstanding the desper- i
ate assaults of the Confederates, the integrity of the National line was

hl |
i r}' ;

il

preserved till nightfall. On the right the Confederate onset was more i it

gl G

HH il .'i
successful, and the Union right under General Slocum was somewhat R A

Hooker to Gen-
eral George G.
Meade, who has-
tily advanced his
omomr—lfl - fopees through

the hill-country
in the direction

of Gettysburg.

BATILE OF GETTYSBURG, JULY 1, 2, 3, 1863, After more than

two years of indecisive warfare it seemed that “Ehe f-fnt.e of the1 Amg.;
iean yRepublic was to be staked on' the 'issue of a single bz}té e; -
the morning of the 1st of July the Union advance, lSd b).l e: eﬁ_
Reynolds and Buford, while moving westward i?rom (nftt-y.s hurg, i
countered the Confederate division of General Hill, coming up oft € n‘
road from Hagerstown; and the struggle began. In. the af%f}rll-ll()?ﬂ
gtrong reinforcements were receive‘d and a severe l)'ajc-tle Wa; . i %h ;
for the possession of Seminary Ridge. In this initial conflic

shattered. But at ten o’clock at night, when the fighting ceased, it
was found that the position of the two armies had not been materially
changed by a conflict which had left forty thousand dead and wounded
men on the field of battle.

Under cover of the darkness both generals made arrangements
to renew the struggle on the morrow, but when morning came both
were loath to begin. For each felt that this day’s action must be de-
cisive. General Meade had some advantage in the fact that Lee, in
in order to continue his invasion, must carry the Union position or
retreat. The whole forenoon of the 3d was spent in preparations.
At midday there was a lull. Then burst forth the fiercest cannonade
ever known on the American continent. Until after two o’clock the

~ hills were shaken with the thunders of more than two hundred heavy
- guns.. The Confederate artillerymen concentrated their fire on the

Union center at Cemetery Hill which became a scene of indeseribable

Uproar and death. Then came the crisis. The cannonade ceased.
A Confederate column, nearly three miles long, headed by the Vir-
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ginians under General Pickett, made a final and desperate charge on
the Union centre. ~ But the onset was in vain, and the brave men who
made it were mowed down with terrible slaughter. The victory remained
with the national army, and Lee was obliged to turn back with his shat-
tered legions to the Potomac. The entire Confederate loss in this the
greatest battle of the war was nearly thirty thousand ; that of the Fede-
rals in killed, wounded and missing, twenty-three thousand a hundred
“and eighty-six. General Lee withdrew his forces into Virginia, and the
Union army resumed its old posifion on the Potomac and the Rappahan-
nock. Such were the more important military movements of 1863.
During this year the administration of President Lincoln was beset
with many difficulties. The war-debt of the nation was piling up moun-
tains high. The last calls for volunteers had not been fully met. The
anti-war party of the North had grown more hold, and openly denounced
the measures of the government, On the 3d of March TaE Conscrrp-
tI0N Act was passed by Congress, and two months afterward the Presi-
dent ordered a general draft of three hundred thousand men. All able-
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only about fifty thousand men were thus directly obtained. Butvolun-
teering was greatly quickened by the measure, and the employment of
substitutes soon filled the ranks of the army. Such, however, were the
terrible losses by battle and disease and the expiration of enlistments
that in October the Prefdent issued anothercall for three hundred thou-
sand men. At the same time it was provided that any delinquenecy in
meetin g the demand would be supplied by a draft in the following Janu-
ary. DBy these active measures the columns of the Union army were made
more powerful than ever. In the armies of the South, on the other hand,
there were already symptoms of exhaustion, and the most rigorous con-
seription was necessary fo fill the thinned but still courageous ranks of

the Confederacy. It was on the 20th of June in this yéar that West Vir-

ginia, separated from the Old Dominion, was organized and admitted as
the thirty-fiith State of the Union,

bodied citizens between the ages of twenty and forty-five years were B 3 i 'Alm‘li“ |
gubject to the requisition. 'The measure was bitterly denounced by.the g a CHAPTER LXVI. : : | i I}. h‘il‘\;m‘ .
opponents of the war, and in many places the draft-officers were forcibly -4 i “‘Ii‘. i |
resisted. On the 13th of July, in the city of New York, a vast mob rose $ k: THE CLOSING CONFLICTS. A
in arms, demolished the buildings which were occupied by the provest — == E:

marshals, burned the colored orphan asylum, attacked the police, and - A

S in the previous year, the military movements of 1864 began in the ' ';J il
West. In the beginning of February General Sherman left Vicks- it

killed about a hundred people, most of whom were negroes. For three
days the authorities of the city were set at defiance. On the second
day of the reign of terror Governor Seymour arrived and addressed
the mob in a mild-mannered way, promising that the draft should be
suspended, and advising the rioters to disperse; but they gave little
heed to his mellow admonition, and went on with the work of de-
struction. General Wool, commander of the military district of New
York, then took the matter in hand; but the troops at his disposal
were at first unable to overawe the insurgents. Some volunteer regi-
ments, however, came trooping home from Gettysburg; the Metropol-
itan police companies were compactly organized; and the cembined
forces soon crushed the insurrection with a strong hand. After the
fall of Vicksburg and the retreat of Lee from Pennsylvania, there
were fewer acts of domestic violence, Nevertheless, the anti-war
gpirit in some parts of the North ran so high that on the 19th of
August President Lincoln issued a proclamation suspending the priv-
ileges of the writ of habeas corpus throughout the Union.

As a means of procuring soldiers the draft amounted to nothing;

burg with the purpose of destroying the railroad connections of Eastern
Mississippi. Marching toward Alabama, he reached Meridian on the
1oth of the month, Here, where the railroad from Mobile to Corinth
intersects the line from Vicksburg to Montgomery, the tracks were torn
up for a distance of a hundred and fifty miles. Bridges were burned,
locomotives and cars destroyed, vast quantities of cotton and corn given
to the flames. At Meridian General Sherman expected the arrival of a
strong force of Federal cavalry which had been sent out from Memphis,

- under command of General Smith. The latter advanced into Mississippi,

but was met, a hundred miles north of Meridian, by the cavalry of For-
rest, and driven back to Memphis. Disappointed of the expected junc-

- fion of his forces, General Sherman retraced his course to Vicksburg,

Forrest continued his raid northward, entered Tennessee, and on the 24th
of March captured Union City. Pressing on, he reached Paducah, Ken-
tuck®, made an assault on Fort Anderson, in the suburbs of the town, but
Wwas repulsed with a loss of three hundred men. Turning back into Ten-
nessee, he came upon Fort Pillow, on the Mississippi, seventy miles

above Memphis. The place was defended by five hundred and sixty




