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ous and suceessful attack on the Confederate camp; but General Polk
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Wilkes, and the government was disposed to is acti
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sent reinforcements across the river, the guns of Columbus were brought : e e

such a course been taken, war would have been inevitable,
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to bear on the Uttion position, and Grrant was obliged to retreat.

The rout at Bull Run had the effft to quicken the energies of the
North, and troops were rapidly hurried to Washington. The aged Gen-
eral Scott, unable to bear the burden resting upon him, retired from active
duty, and General McClellan was called from West Virginia to take com-
mand of the Army of the Potomac. By the middle of October his forces
had increased to a hundred and fifty thousand men. On the 21st of that
month a brigade, numbering nearly two thousand, was thrown across the
Potomac at Ball’s Bluff. Without proper support or means of retreat,
the Federals were attacked by a strong force of Confederates under Gen-
eral Evans, driven to the river, their leader, Colonel Baker, killed, and
the whole force routed with terrible loss. Fully eight hundred of Baker’s
men wer? killed, wounded or taken prisoners.

During the summer of 1861 the Federal government sent to sea
several important naval expeditions. One of these, commanded by Com-
modore Stringham and General Butler, proceeded to the North Carolina
coast, and on the 29th of August captured the forts at Hatteras Inlet.
On the Tth of November a second armament, under command of Com-
modore Dupont and General Thomas W. Sherman, entered the harbor of
Port Royal, and captured Forts Walker and Beauregard. Hilton Head,
a point most advantageous for military operations against Charleston and
Savannah, thus fell into the power of the Federals. Around the whole
coast the blockade became so rigorous that commerce and communication

between the Confederate States and foreign nations were almost wholly

cat off. 1In this juncture of affairs a difficulty arose which brought the
United States and Great Britain to the very verge of war.

The Confederate government had appointed James M., Mason and
John Slidell, formerly senators of the United States, to go abroad as am-
bassadors from the Confederate States to France and England. The envoys
went on board a blockade runner, and escaping from Charleston Harbor,
reached Havana in safety. At that port they took passage on the British
mail steamer Trent, and sailed for Europe. On the 8th of November

" the vessel was overtaken by the United States frigate San Jacinto, com=

manded by Captain Wilkes. The Trent was hailed and boarded; the
two ambassadors and their secretaries were seized, transferred to the San
Jacinto, carried to Boston, and imprisoned. The Zrent proceeded on her
way to England ; the story of the insult to the British flag was told, and
the whole kingdom burst out in a blaze of wrath.

At first the people of the United States loudly applauded Captain

was saved from the
peril by the adroit and
far-reaching diploma-
ey of William H. Sew-
ard, the secretary of
state, When Great
Britain demanded rep-
aration for the insult
and the immediate lib-
eration of the prison-
‘ers, he replied in a
mild, cautiousand very
ablepaper. Itwascon-
ceded that the seizure
of Mason and Slidell
was not justifiable ac-
cording to the law of
nations,. A suitable
apology was made for
the wrong done, the
Confederate ambassa-

* dors were liberated,

put on buard a vessel
and sent to their des-
tination. This action of the secretary was both just and politic. The
peril of war went by, and Great Britain was committed to a policy in
regard to the rights of neutral flags which she had hitherto denied and
Wwhich the United States had always contended for. So ended the first
year of the civil war.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD,

CHAPTER LXIV.
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‘ THE Federal forces now numbered about four hundred and fifty thou-
% sand men, Of these nearly two hundred thousand, under command
of General McClellan, were encamped in the vicinity of Washington.
Another army, commanded by General Buell, was stationed at Louisville,
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it was in this department that the first military move-
g:::tt: 21:'};’11: I;:t]aar were made.  On the 9th of January (}‘olonel H;l;l'phrc?y
Marshall, commanding a force of Confederates on Big St:tl]d)‘: 1\ er,1$
FEastern Kentucky, was attacked and defeated by a body (?i Umonl.st;j, e
by Colonel Garfield. Ten days later mmthe‘r and more 1mp0rt:1t;t 3 e
was fought at Mill Spring, in the same section of the Statg \ T ﬂ'}f on&
federates were commanded by Generals Crittenden and Zollicoffer, an
the Federals by General George H. Thomas., After a hot engagem]f.l:i
in which both sides lost heavily, the Confederates suffered a flefeat W 11
was®endered more severe by the loss of Zollicoffer, who fell in the b:;tt ;.
The next operations were on the Tennessee and the ('mnber anb !
The former river was commanded at the southern border of I\entlu‘ck) tei
Fort Henry, and the latter by the more imp.ort'.}nt Fort Done Ee;)ll,
miles south of the Tennessee line, At the beginning of the year }‘E 1e]caP-
ture of both these places was planned by General ]Ial]c_\ck. a.r”y u;
February Commodore Foote was sent up the Tennessee with a floti afo
gunboats, and at the same time General sznt was ordered tolmtf)lv; or-
ward and co-operate in an attack on Fort Henry. Bufore‘ the ;‘ani- ofx:ces
were well into position the flotilla oompe]le(? the evacuation of the sﬂ;
the Confederates escaping to Dﬁniism]. Eighty-three prisoners an
amount of stores were captured.
il '}[l]:guFederal gunboats now dropped down the Tennessee, r:;)ela Z:
supplies at Cairo, and then ascended the (,?umber‘]and. .Gmn; pres i
from Fort Henry, and as soon as the flotilla arrived began the Eiege .
Fort Donelson. The defences were strong, and well manned y mt(;m
than ten thousand Confederates, under General Buckner. Grant's en i
force numbered nearly thirty thousand. On: the 14th of Fcbmar%"mhe
gunboats were driven back with considerable loss, Con.}mud(llre. i
being among the wounded. On the next day the garrison, Tszmgon
break through Grant’s lines, made a sally, but met a severe reputh "
the 16th Buckner was obliged to surrender. H}S army of ten‘ 0:3 of
men became prisoners of war, and all the magazines, stores ﬁg( gzd o
the fort fell into the hands of the Federals. It was the -ﬁrst decnt .
tory which had been wort by the national arms. The 1m.mtl tz; fi‘ -
of the capture was the evacuation of Kentucky and the capital o
federates.
% byz&tz'izr(i:)iz success at Fort Donelson General Qfal']t as'cc'nded‘tlhe :;1'1-
nessee as far as Pittsburg Landing. In the‘ beginning OthApt:l.e:. p
was established at Shiloh Church, a short distance from the river;

here. on the morning of the 6th, the Union army was suddenly attacked
] =

by the Confederates, led by Generals Albert S, Johnston and Beauregard:
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The onsel was at first successtul. All day long the battle raged with tre-
mendous slaughter on both sides. The Federals were forced back to the
river, and but for the protection of the gunboats would have been driven
to destruction., Night fell on the scene with the corfict undecided ; but
in this desperate crisis General Buell arrived from Nashville with strong
reinforcements. On the following morning General Grant assumed the
offensive. General Johnston had been killed in the battle, and Beaure-
gard, on whom the command devolved, was obliged to retreat to Corinth,
The losses in killed, wounded and missing in this dreadful conflict were
more than ten thousand on each side. There had never before beed such
8 harvest of death in the New World.

Events of importance were also taking place on the Mississippi.
When the Confederates evacuated Columbus, Kentucky, they proceeded
to Island Number Ten, a few miles below, and built strong fortifications
commanding the river. On the western shore was the town of New Mad-
tid, which was held by a Confederate force from Missouri, Against
this place General Pope advanced with a body of Western troops, while
Commodore Foote descended the Mississippi with his flotilla to attack
the forts on the island. Pope was entirely successful in his movement,
and gained possession of New Madrid. The land-forces then co-operated
with the gunboats, and for twenty-three days Island Number Ten was
Vigorously bombarded, On the 7th of April, when the Confederates
could hold out no longer, they attempted to escape; but Pope had cut off
retreat, and the entire garrison, numbering about five thousand, was cap-
tured. The Mississippi was thus opened as far down as Memphis, and
that city was taken by the fleet of Commodore Davis on the 6th of the
following June,

In the beginning of the year General Curtis had pushed forward
through Missouri, entered Arkansas and taken position at Pea Ridge,

among the mountains in the north-western angle of the State. Here he

Wwas attacked on the 6th of March by an army of more than twenty thou-

sand Confederates and Indians, under command of Generals MeCulloch,
MeIntosh and Pike. After a hard-fought battle, which lasted for two
days, the Federals were victorious. McCulloch and MeIntosh were both
killed and their men obliged to retreat toward Texas; but the Union
losses were mast severe, and the battle was barren of results.

On the next day after the conflict at Pea Ridge an event occurred
at Fortress Monroe which came near changing the character of naval
warfare, Captain John Ericsson of New Yerk had invented and built a
Peculiar war-vessel with a single round tower of iron exposed above the

'\m?.iwar--line‘.ﬂ Meanwhile, the Confederates had raised the United States
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frigate Merrimac, one of the sunken ships at the Norfolk navy yard, and
had plated the sides with an impenetrable mail of iron. This done, the
vessel was sent to attack the Union fleet at Fortress Monroe. Reaching
that place on the 8th of March, the Merrimae, now called the Virginia,
began the work of destruetion, and before sunset two valuable vessels, the
Cumberland and the Congress, were sent to the bottom. During the night,
however, Ericsson’s strange ship, called the Monitor, arrived from New
York, and on the following morning the two iron-clad monsters turned

ler became commandant, and the fortifications were manned with ffteen '
thousand Federal soldiers. Three days afterward Forts Jackson and St. ’ li I f"f\
 Philip surrendered to Admiral Porter, who had remained below and it il '; \I-“i‘ li
prosecuted the siege. The control of the Lower Mississippi and the me- i .! i {\| H‘ﬂ.”\h )
tropolis of the South was thus recovered by the Federal government, ;"H ;I.‘J;:"1!|"|Jl-::;‘ |
The Confederates were not going to give up Kentucky without & A |
struggle. From East Tennessce they invaded the State in two strong

‘IM\UI w‘ ‘!"\; I‘h ‘“' |\_
AL iy " | "1‘\‘1
divisions, the one led by General Kirby Smith and the other by General I

e o

their terrible enginery upon each other. After fighting for five hours,
the Virginia was obliged to give up the contest and to return badly dam-
aged to Norfolk, Such was the excitement produced by this novel sea-
fight that for a while the whole energies of the navy department were
devoted to building monifors. \

Farly in 1862 a strong land and naval force, commanded by Gen-
eral Ambrose E. Burngide and Commodore Goldsborough, was sent
against the Confederate garrison of Roanoke Island. On the 8th of Feb-
ruary the squadron reached its destination; the fortifications on the island
were attacked and carried, and the garrisons, nearly three thousand strong,
taken prisoners. Burnside next proceeded against Newbern, North Car-
olina, and on the 14th of March captured the city after four hours of
severe fighting. Proceeding southward, he reached the harbor of Beau-
fort, carried Fort Macon, at the entrance, and on the 25th of April took
possession of the town.

On the 11th of the same month Fort Pulaski, commanding the
mouth of the Savannah River, surrendered to General Gillmore. By
this important capture the chief emporium of Georgia was effectually
blockaded. But these reverses of the Confederates were trifling in com-
parison with that which they sustained in the loss of the city of New
Orleans. Early in April a powerful squadron, commanded by General
Butler and Admiral Farragut, entered the Mississippi and proceeded as

far as Forts Jackson and St. Philip, thirty miles above the gulf. The .

guns of these forts, standing on opposite shores, completely commanded
the river, and obstructions had been placed in the channel. The forty=

Bragg. On the 30th of August Smith’s army reached Richmond, at-
tacked a force of Federals stationed there, and routed them with heavy
losses. Lexington was taken, and then Frankfort; and Cincinnati was
saved from capture only by the extraordinary exértions of General Wal-
lace, Meanwhile, the army of General Bragg had advanced from Chatta-
nooga to Mumfordsville, where, on the 17th of September, he captured a
Federal division of four thousand five hundred men, From this point
the Confederate general pressed on toward Louisville, and would have
taken the city but for a forced mareh of General Buell from Tennessee,
The latter arrived with his army only one day ahead of Bragg, but that
one day gave the Unionists the advantage, and the Confederates were
turted back. From the North came reinforcements for Buell’s army.
swelling his numbers to a hundred thousand. In the beginning of Octoj
ber he again took the field, the Confederates slowly retiring to Perryville,
At t.his place, on the 8th of October, Bragg was overtaken, and a severe
but indecisive battle was fought. The retreat was then continued to Fast
Tennessee, the Confederates sweeping out of Kentucky a train of four
thousand wagons laden with the spoils of the campaign.

In September there were some stirring events in Mississippi. On
the 19th of the month a hard battle was fought at Tuka between a Fed-
eral army, commanded by Generals Rosecrans and Grant, and a Confed-
erate force, under General Price. The latter was defeated, losing, in addi-
tion to his killed and wounded, nearly a thousand prisoners, ’Greneral
Rosecrans now took post at Corinth with twenty thousand men, while
General Grant, with the remainder of the Federal forees, procee,ded to

five vessels comprising the Federal fleet were brought into position,

and a furious bombardment. of the forts was begun. From the 18th to

the 24th of April the fight continued without cessation. At the end of

that time the forts were but little injured, and Farragut undertook the

S - hazardous enterprise of running past the batteries. In this he snceeedeﬂ,

[ AR breaking the chain across the river and overpowering the Confederate

Jackson, Tennessee. Perceiving this division of the army, the Confede-
rate gel?erals Van Dorn and Price turned about to recapture Corinth,
Advancmg for that purpose, they came on the 3d of October upon the
Federal defences. Another obstinately contested battle ensued, which
ended, after two days’ fighting and heavy losses on both sides in,the re-
it . : . Pulse of the Confederates, :
\' . flect above the obstructions. On the next day he reached New Orleans . ;_;'_ In the mean time,

i with a portion of his fleet, and took possession of the city. General But=

-—

e .

General Grant ha;i removed his head
. quarters
from Jackson to La Grange. His purpose was to co-operate with Gen-

|
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eral Sherman, then at Memphis, in an effort to capture Vicksburg. The
movement promised to be successful, but on the 20th of December Gene-
ral Van Dorn succeeded in cutting Grant’s line of supplies at Holly
Springs, and obliged him to retreat. On the same day General Sherman,
with a powerful armament, dropped down the river from Memphis,
Proceeding as far as the Yazoo, he
<N \ effected a landing, and on the 29th
R of the month made an unsuccessful
o attack on the Confederates at Chick-
asaw Bayon. The assault was ex-
ceedingly disastrous to the Federals,
who lost in killed, wounded and pris-
oners more than three thousand men.
The enterprise was at once aban-
doned, and the defeated army re-
turned to the fleet of gunboats in
the Mississippi.

The closing conflict of this
year’s operations in the West was
the great battle of Murfreesborough.
After his successful defence of Cor-
inth General Rosecrans was trans-
ferred to the command of the Army
of the Cumberland. Late in the fall
he made his headquarters at Nash-
ville, and there collected a powerful
army. Meanwhile, General Bragg,
on his retirement from Kentucky,
had thrown his forces into Murfreesborough. Thus the two generals
found themselves face to face, and but thirty miles apart. Late in
December Rosecrans moved forward to attack his antagonist, and on the
evening of the 30th came upon the Confederates strongly posted on
Stone’s River, a short distance north-west of Murfreesborough. During
the night préparations were made on both sides for the impending
battle. The plan of attack adopted by the Federal commander contem=
plated the massing of his forces on the left in such numbers as to crush
the Confederate right wing under Breckinridge before assistance could
be brought from the west side of the river. Bragg’s plan of battle was
the exact counterpart of that adopted by Rosecrans, Before daylight
the Confedevateg were heavily massed under Hardee on the left; an
in the early morning the battle began by a furious and unexpected
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charge on McCook who commanded the right wing of the Federal
McCook.’s outery for help was at first unheeded by Rosecrans w;]e“;_f]‘
not realize’the real nature of the Confederate onset. A’f'ter‘ :1 t'G'(! ;
struggle which lasted until noonday the Union right was shatt‘L " l;; =
fragments and driven from the field, The brunt of the hia%tl - fto
upon General Thomas, who commanded the PR
Federal right center; and he, too, after des-
perate fighting, was obliged to fall back to
8 new position. Here, however, he rallied
his forces and held his ground until Gen-
eral Rosecrans reiidjusted his whole line of
battle. While this work was going on, the
Confederates were barely prevented ﬁ‘(:m a
complete and overwhelming triumph by the
almost unparalleled heroism of the division
of General William B, Hazen. With only
fhirteen hundred men he stayed the oncom-
ing tide of victorious assailants until the
F. ederal lines were completely restored. At
nightfall more than seven thousand Union
soldiers were missing from the ranks.

But General Rosecrans, though de- ,
feated, was by no means disposed to abandon  sarrus or MURFREESBOROUGH, JAX
:Ihe contest. During the night after the bat- c iy %
mt:eawc‘fglllitti:(l}?f' w;:t; \:'us held and (*.m-nplete preparations were made for
Y Iy stru;_,g,']t, on the morrow. On New Year's morning (Gen-
m!:i mgg;‘ lf‘imm-l Ius.'.' antagonist strongly posted, with shortened lines,

manifest disposition for Dbattle. The Confederate commander
E:te;\]r cautious; and the day was spent in indecisive skirmishing and
cm:ﬂi?']?n;?g at long “runge. Early on the morning of the 2d, the
roke out afresh on the east side of Stone’s River, and for

Boic b T S
hours there was terrific cannonading in that quarter. At three

o’cl i afte
nit:}ek 1”;} the afternoon the Confederates were massed against the
Bhmkﬂ ; ,t and Ithc Nationals were driven across the river by the

K. but at this junet Tede i

B ‘]‘ _t_tu.re the Federal artillery, advantageously
g e s west of the stream, opened a murderous fire
el aa.salllln.lg columns. At “the same time, the - discomfited
) tn, rallying to the charge, turned upon their pursuers and
g tll‘cm-omlnus Oilset drove them from the field with the slaugh-
: lousands, General Brage had lost the prize. Duri rJh
Sight he s reaag gg prize. During the
wew his broken and exhausted columns through

e —
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Murfreeshorough and retreated in the direction of Tullahoma. Tha
Union loss in the two battles was a thousand five hundred and thirty-
three killed, seven thousand two hundred and forty-five wounded, and
nearly three thousand prisoners; that of the Confederates amounted
in killed, wounded, and prisoners to between ten and eleven thou-
sand men.

In Virginia the campaigns of 1862 were even more grand and
destructive than those in the West. The first stirring scenes of the
year were enacted in the Shenandoah Valley. = Desiring to oceupy
this important district, the Federal government sent forward a strong
division under General Banks, who pressed his way southward, and in
the last days of March occupied the town of Harrisonburg. In order
to counteract this movement, the gallant Stonewall Jackson was sent
with a force of twenty thousand men to pass the Blue Ridge and cut
off Banks’s retreat. At Front Royal, on the Shenandoah, just before
the gap in the Mountains, the Confederates fell upon a body of
Federals, routed them, captured their guns and all the military stores
in the town. Banks succeeded, however, in passing with his main
division to Strasburg. There he learned of the disaster at Front
Royal, and immediately began his retreat down the valley. Jackson
pursued him hotly, and it was only by the utmost exertions that the
Federals gained the northern bank of the Potomac.

The Confederate leader, though completely victorious, now found
himself in great peril. For General Fremont, at the head of a strong
force of fresh troops, had been sent into the valley to intercept the re-
treat of the Confederates. It was now Jackson’s time to save his
army. With the utmost celerity he sped up the valley, and succeeded
in reaching Cross Keys before Fremont could attack him. Even
then the battle was so little decisive that Jackson pressed on to Port
Republic, attacked the division of General Shields, defeated it, and
then retired from the scene of his brilliant campaign to join in the
defense of Richmond. )

On the 10th of March the grand army of the Potomac, num=
bering nearly two hundred thousand men, under command of General
McClellan, set out from the camps about Washington to capture the
Confederate capital. The advance proceeded as far as Manassas June-
tion, the Confederates falling back and forming a new line of defences
on the Rappahannock. At this stage of the campaign McClellan,
changing his plan, embarked a hundred and twenty thousand of his
men for Fortress Monroe, intending from that point to march up the

peninsula between the James and the York. By the 4th of April the

~ als was more than five thousand,
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Lt;x:]s er ?f t{fmps was completed, and the Union army left Tortress

5 f‘r(()le or orI\tm\;n. This place was garrisoned by ten thousand

. I}: ; l{:mt’cs under General Magruder; and yet with 80 small a force
cClellan’s advance was delayed for a whole month When at |

on the 4th of May, Yorktown was taken by siege t'he Fed ‘; v

. y, Yorl as t Federa

pressed forward to Williamsburg, o R

where the Confederates made a L A AR

stand bUt 464 I G ' l'hmlnnhul'l‘i'ﬁd : )

5 were defeated with se-

vere losses. Four days afterward, |/ ¥ :

* N i3 v : i !

I an engagement at West Point, /Eu\i:“)"" %3]

at the confluence of the Matta- “";,-@/'wra A

G

§‘ $.'j.v S

pony and Pamunkey, the Confed- 4% ¥

Prahes/os il

erates were again overpowered and |~ "o
driven back. The way to Rich- |3 .".' :
mond was now open as far as the ;.?l/-(‘l')'?:w"t :
Chickahominy, ten miles north g k‘iﬁg&m
of the city. The Union army ?-m:w'"-;ﬂw
reached that stream without fur-
ther resistance, and crossed at
Bottom’s Bridge. ‘
Meanwhile, General Wool,
the commandant of Fortress Mon-
roe, had not been idle. On the
10t¥1 of 1\v[uy he led an expedition
against Norfolk and captured the scexe or cauratoy 1x vimam:
towr;l j for the Confederate garri- Ao i, e
8,0 S o TR e .
neit :;uzvb(t,lal: :C ;Z];::nlz\sln to aid in t‘]Je ('le_fcnce of Richmond. On the
" ca;)mre < th(; ];( ITT;],.-Clal*l Virginia was blown up to save her
i .ﬂaﬁnm(l.( tula - t]he James Ri\'er was thus opened for
el al transports laden with supplies for the Arm
Ef;eg:;téjzxs‘:n‘:ez f'r(])(m the city was attacked on the 31st of May by
g t;‘;} ({hw It)laloe; ‘oulled Fair (?:lks or Seven Pines. Here
e dn ' e !J:lftlc raged with great fury. At last the
g \eg ack ; but MeClellan’s victory was by no
. - e Confederate loss was lar
nearly eight thousand in kil

Ihdt arm now V l“(({l t( war <
Y J &(I o ]

| 'gest, amounting to
led and wounded; that of the Feder-
General Joseph E. Johnston, tl el o b;L‘V(EI‘(fI.Y wotnded v
ey d.“.q' f.’ n, the cummfmder-m—c]uef of the Con-
i days after the battle #his place was filled by the

ent of General Robert E, Lee, a man of military g;*nius,
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who, until its final downfall, remained the chief stay of the Confed-
eracy. o i

; In the lull that followed the battle of I‘ﬂ'll' Quks, I\ILCE‘?}I.T:
formed the design of changing his base of supplies from the White

ey 8 itable point on the James, The
House, on the Pamunkey, to some suitable po 1
; movement was one

of the utmost haz-

ard, and before it

was fairly begun

General Lee, on

the 25th of June,

swooped down on

the right wing of

the Union army at
Oak Grove, and a
hard - fought battle
ensued without de-
cisive results. On
the next day an-
other dreadful en-
gagement occurred
at Mechaniesville,
and this time the
Federals won the
field. But on the
following morning
Lee renewed the
struggle at Gaines’s Mill, and came out \’i(-tnrim’ls. On t.lw 28th th‘:z’:
was but little fighting. On the 29th Mv(‘]cllaP 8 rotrc‘utmg a:.u:y &
twice attacked—in the morning at Savage’s St;itmn. :uu.l in the a terl?id
in the White Oak Swamp—but the divisions defending the r;!argu.ite
kept the Confederates at bay. On the 30th was f'(mghﬁ the ](fespc-mb;
but indecisive battle of Glendale or Frazier's Farm. On t l.:lt- ?%he
the Federal army reached Malvern Hill, on the nort!n b:m'.l;‘ 0 b
James, twelve miles below Richmond. ;\lt-hough‘ this llu;sl\mgcteﬁ
protected by the Federal gunboats in the river, General Lee Of
mined to (.“B:]‘I'_V the place by storm. Aeccordingly, on the mormllll,:;as-
the 1st of July the whole Confederate army rushed f'or\f'ard ;:.n ]t (i, e
sault. All day long the furious struggle for the possession (; t, ,I'e hft..
grounds continued. Not umtil nine o’clock at night did e ﬁb sm
tered columns fall back exhausted. For seven days the terrific

GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE.

“wall Jackson at Ce
.saved the Federals from complete rout.
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of battle had been heard almost without cessation. No such dreadful
scenes had ever before been enacted on the American continent,

Although victorious on Malvern Hill, General McClellan, instead

of advancing at once on Richmond, chose a less hazardous movement,
and on the 2d of July retired with his army to Harrifon’s Landing,
a few miles down the river. The

great campaign was really at an o oy G
end. The Federal army had lost e & I * s g
more than fifteen thousand men,

and the capture of Richmond, the
great object for which the expedi-
tion had been undertaken, seemed
further off than ever. The losses
of the Confederates had been heav-
ier than those of the Union army,
but all the moral effect of a great
victory remained with the exultant
South.

General Lee, perceiving that
Richmond was no longer endan-
gered, immediately formed the de-
sign of invading Maryland and capturing the Federal capital. The
Union troops between Richmond and Washington, numbering in the
aggregate about fifty thousand, were under command of General John
Pope. They were scattered in detachments from Fredericksburg to
Winchester and Harper’s Ferry. Lee moved northward about the
middle of August, and on the 20th of the month Pope, concentrating
his forces as rapidly as possible, put the Rappahannock between his

army and the advancing Confederates, Meanwhile General Banks,
while attempting to form a Junction with

VICINITY OF RICHMOND, 1862

Pope, was attacked by Stone-
dar Mountain, where nothing but desperate fighting

No sooner had Pope gotten his forces well in hand than Jackson
shot by with his division on a flank movement, reached Manassas
Junction, and made large captures of men and stores, Pope with great
audacity threw his army between the two divisions of the Confederates,
hoping to crush Jackson before Lee could come to the rescue. On
August 28th and 29th there was terrible but undecisive fighting at
Manassas Junction, the old Bull Run battle-ground, and Cciltrc\'i]le.
At one time it seemed that Lee’s army would be completely defeated ;

but Pope’s reinforcements were purposely delayed by General Porter,
85
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and on the 31st of the month the Confederates bore down on the
Union army at Chantilly, fought all day, and won a victory. Gen-
erals Stevens and Kearney were among the thousands of brave men
who fell in this battle. On that night Pope withdrew his shattered
columns as Mpidly as possible, and found safety within the defences
of Washington. His wish to be relieved of his command was imme-
diately complied with; his forces, known as the Army of Virginia,
were consolidated with the Army of the Potomae, which had now
been®recalled from the peninsula below Richmond; and General Me-
Clellan wae placed in supreme command of all the divisions about
. Washington.

General Lee prosecuted his invasion of Maryland. Passing up
the right bank of the Potomae, he crossed to Point of Rocks, and on
the 6th of September captured Frederick. On the 10th Hagerstown
was taken, and on the 15th a division of the Confederate army, led
by Stonewall Jackson came upon Harper’s Ferry and frightened Colo-
nel Miles into surrender by which the garrison, nearly twelve thou-
sand strong, became prisoners of war. On the previous day there was
a hard-fought cngngemcht at South Mountain, in which the Federals,
led by Hatch and Doubleday, were victorious. McClellan’s whole
army was now in the immediate rear of Lee, who, on the night of the
14th, fell back to Antietam Creek, and took a strong position in the
vicinity of Sharpsburg. On the morning of the 15th there was some
sharp but desultory fighting between the Union and Confederate cav=
alry. During the afternoon the Federal advance, coming in on the
Sharpsburg road from Keedysville, received the opening salutes of the
Confederate guns on the Antietam. Rut nightfall came without a se-
rious conflict. On the following morning there was great activity of
preparation in both armies. Later in the day the corps of (Gieneral
Hooker, who commanded on the Federal right, was thrown across the
stream which separated the combatants and brought into a favorable
position for action. In this quarter of the field the Confederate left
under General Hood was assaulted and driven back a half mile in the
direction of Sharpsburg. The rest of the day was spent in an irregu=
lar cannonade. During the night General Mansfield’s corps crossed
the Antietam on the north bridge and joined Hooker.

On the morning of the 17th both commanders had their armies
well into position, the Federals being strongest in numbers and the
Confederates having the advantage of an unfordable stream in their
front. Tt was of the first importance that General McClellan should
gain and hold the four stone bridges by which only his forces could

.eeeded in holding his
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be thrown to the other side. General Burnside, who was ordered to
take the lower bridge, cross over, and attack the division of A. P,
Hill, encountered unexpected delays and was greatly retarded in‘his.
movements.  On the right, Hooker renewed the battle at sunrise, and
unfil late in the afternoon the conflict raged with almost unal,)ated
fury. Here fell the
veteran General Mans- ¢4

field and thousands of ' R
his comrades, Mean- | L%
while, Burnside had
forced the lower cross-
ing and carried the
battle far up in the di-
rection of Sharpsbury,
But the Confederates
being reinforced from
other parts of the field
made a rally, and the
Federals were driven
back nearly to the An-
tietam. Tt was only by
terrible fighting that SMARPSBURG
General Burnside sue- i

position on the west
bank of the stream.
But on the approach |
of darkness the great- |
er part of the Union [— Cowveomun
3 | =+ AsTILLxRy

army had gained a safe N\

lodgment between the -

| ‘creek atid Sh:ll'psl)lll';_’;. THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM, SEPTEMBER 17, '62,

evertheless, the Confederate

forees occupied -
: ; $ occupied nearly the same groun
a8 1n the morning ; : medi

B o::]mllh,ltt s;'l(_'rfu,-]:l ti'mt tlw‘ﬁual struggle was reserved
the defensive. Two strmtll'.r:]}lii,qi:::::(:n\:]:’-'(r;nf.'r:il M“_’(‘]U”“" a‘emd s
R e Civisons o “.“1 {]l‘(.(‘llitr’llth‘, under Generals
. I : A aich, arrived, and it was resolved to renew the at-
& on the f’o]](.nvm«,: morning. But in the mean time, General Lee

" t.'lk(’l.l ;.ulv:mta;;c of the delay, withdrawn his shattered legions from
ﬂlell‘. position, and recrossed the Potomae into Virginia, Tile' reat
eonflict vhich had cost each army more than ten tﬁousand mengha;l
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ended in a drawn battle in which there is little to be praised except
the heroism of the soldiery. To the Confederates, however, the result
was almost as disastrous as defeat. The promised uprising of the
people of Maryland in behalf of the Confederate cause did not oceur
and General Lee was obliged to give up a fruitless and hopeless in=
vasion which, in the short space of a month, had cost him nearly
" thirty thousand men. On the

f WASHINGTOS other side, the expectations

2 i T which had been inspired by

“Warrenton o : the movements and despatch-
5 es of the Union commander
v previous to the battle had been

o

<4
alpepper

apidand

4de
Iy,
fa
G

redericksburg .“.-._.
R

sorely disappointed.
On the 26th of October,
General MeClellan, following

the retreating Confederates,
gl 5 again entered Virginia, and
; P” Lnno r ; reached Rectortown. It was
W, the purpose of the Federal

p: government that the Army
it T ,,l’ of the Potomac should, bee
b , fore the approach of winter,

=
2

L3 h, . *
oy 2 be thrown forward in a sec-

£ :
{ron % WestPointy

RICHMORI, et ond attempt against Rich-
mmw o W B2 P 2% mond. The Union cummand-
THE PROPOSED ROUTF;ﬂ:!:;O!;Q:S’HL\'GTON TO RICH- er Still l)l‘efcrl'ed tO advanee
’ by the route which he had

taken the previous spring, making his base of supplies at West Point
on the Pamunkey. But this plan was open to the objection that Wash-
ington city would thereby be again uncovered and exposed to a coun-
ter movement on the part of the Confederates. Yielding to the pro
test of the President and his cabinet, McClellan altered his plans and
chose Alexandria on the Potomac as his base of operations. From
this point it was proposed .to advance on the Confederate capital by
way of the Orange Railroad through Culpepper to Gordonsville, and
thence by the Virginia Central to its junction with the line reaching
from Fredericksburg to Richmond. The month of October wat
wasted with delays, and November was well begun before the Federal
general with his army of a hundred and twenty thousand men, ams
nounced himself ready for the forward movement. On the Tth of
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the.; month, just as the Union commander was about to begin the cam-
paign, he was superseded and his command transferred to General
Burnside. Right or wrong, the President at last reached the dedision
;hatt Ge:lneral Mu(i]cllan was a man over-cautious and slow—too pru-
* dent and too much absorbed in preliminaries 4 i
B n preliminaries to lead the armies of
F}enerul Burnside immediately changed the plan of the proposed
campaign. It was decided to form a new base of supplies at the
mouth .uf Acquia Creek, fifty-five miles below Washington and from
that point to force a way by baftle southward through Fredericks-
burg. .But again movements were much delayed, and l;bnt- too, when
everything depended on celerity. The pont;mns, which \:fere ,ueces-
sary for t-he. crossing of the Rappahannock, were not forthcomin
and a fortnight was lost in preparations. General Lee found abufl
dant time to gather his legions and occupy the heights in the vicinit
of Fredericksburg. It was not a part of his plan to dispute the as{
sage of the river but to allow the Federals to cross over and tll)len
beat thf:'m back from his entrenchments, On the 11th of December
the Union army was brought into position &n the east bank of the
Rap]')ahannock. The divisions lay from the village of Falmouth to
a point opposite the mouth of the Massaponax, about three miles be-
low. In front of the corps of General Franklin, who commanded
the 1.?eder_al left wing, the pontoons were successfully laid and the
crossing of the river was effected without serious opposition. But
opposite Fredericksburg, where the divisions of Generals Suml.ner and
Hooke:'r, who held the Union center and right, were to cross, the work
’ of' laying the bridges was hindered by the Confederate sha;-pshooters
lying concealed in the town. General Burnside ordered the Federal
guns to be turned in that direction, and in a short time Fredericks-
burg, was battfered and burned into ruins. Some Union regiments
;ve:re nex‘t f'rrarrled oVer .in boats, and the Confederate picket lines were
riven back to the heights. The bridges were completed, and b
n-lghtfall of the 12th the army had been transferred t th’ 4
tide of the river. N
ank(l)i:ll ’;h:;. 1'1.1'(frning of the 13th the battle began on the left where
gy l\-lSTOH encountcre‘(l the corps of Stonewall Jackson. A
- i large \xﬁs made by (wn.eral Meade and a gap was made in
ey m( tzmte“ ines; but no reinforcements were sent forward ; the
s s rallied, and the Federals were driven back with a loss
Ot three thousand seven hundred men. Jackson’s loss was almost ag
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great, and in this part of the field neither side might claim a decisive
victory. Not so in the center and on the right. Here a portion cf
General Sumner’s men were ordered forward against the Confederates
securely and impregnably posted on Marye’s Hill. They were mowed
down by thousands and hurled back in disdain, while the defenders
of the heights hardly lost a man. Time and again the assault was
recklessly renewed. A part of Hooker’s gallant troops, led by Gene
eral Humphreys, came forward ; charged with unloaded guns; and in
fifteen minutes one-half of the four thousand brave fellows went down
in death. Night came and ended the useless carnage. General Burn~
side would have renewed the battle; but his division commanders
finally dissuaded him and on the night of the 15th the Federal army
was silently withdrawn across the Rappahannock. The Union losses
in this terrible conflict amounted to a thousand five hundred killed,
nine thousand one hundred wounded, and sixteen hundred and fifty
prisoners and missing. The Confederates lost in killed five hundred
and ninety-five, four thousand and sixty-one wounded, and six hun-
dred and fifty-three missing and prisoners, Of all the important
movements of the war only that of Fredericksburg was undertaken
with no probability of success. Under the plan of the battle—if
plan it might be called, nothing could be reasonably expected but
repulse, rout, and ruin. Thus in gloom and disaster to the Federal
cause ended the great campaign of 1862.

CHAPTER LXV.

THE WORK OF '63.

.

THE war had now grown to enormous proportions, The Confederats
States were draining every resource of men and means in order to .
~support their armies. The superior energies of the North, though by no
means exhausted, were greatly taxed. In the previous year, on the day
after the battle of Malvern Hill, President Lincoln had issued a call for
three hundred thousand additional troops. During the exciting days of
Pope’s retreat from the Rappahannock he sent forth another call for three
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hundred thousand, and to that waf added a requisition for a draft of three
hundred thousand more, Mot of these enormous demands were promptly
met, and it became evident that in respect to resources the Federal gov-
ernment was vastly superior to the Confederacy.

. On the 1st day of January, 1863, the President issued one of the
most imporfant documents of modern times: Tug EyaNcreaTioN
ProcraMATION.* The war had been begun with no well-defined inten-
tion on the part of the government to free the slaves of the South., But
the President and the Republican party looked with disfavor on the in-
stitution of slavery; during the progress of the war the sentiment of
abolition had grown with great rapidity in the North; and when at last
it became a military necessity to strike a blow at the labor-system of the
Southern States, the step was taken with but little hesitancy or oppo-
sition. Thus, after an existence of two hundred and forty-four years, the
institation of African slavery in the United States was swept away.,

The military movements of the new year began on the Mississippi
After his defeat at Chickasaw Bayou, General Sherman laid a plan for
the capture of Arkansas Post, on the Arkansas River, In the first days
of January an expedition set out for that purpose, the land-forees being
commanded by General McClernand, and the flotilla by Admiral Porter,
Entering the Arkansas, the Union forces reached their destination on the
10th of the month, fought a hard battle with the Confederates, gained a
victory, and on the next day received the surrender of the post with
nearly five thousand prisoners,  After this success the expedition returned
to the vicinity of Vicksburg, in order to co-operate with General Grant
in a second effort to capture that stronghold of the Confederacy,

Again the Union forces were collected at Memphis, and embarked
on the Mississippi. A landing was effected at the Yazoo ; but the cap-
ture of the city from that direction was decided to be impracticable, The
first three months of the year were spent by General Grant in beating
about the bayous, swamps and hills around Vicksburg, in the hope of
getting a position in the rear of the town. A canal was cut across a
bend in the river with a view to turning the channel of the Mississippi
and opening a passage for the gunboats. Bug a flood in the river washed
the works away, and the enterprise ended in failure, Then another
canal was begun, only to be abandoned. Finally, in the first days of
April, it was determined at all hazards to run the fleet past the Vicksburg
batteries. Accordingly, on the night of the 16th, the boats were made
ready and silently dropped down the river. All of a sudden the guns
burst forth with terrible discharges of shot and shell, pelting the passing

* 8ee Appendix H.






