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Near the close of Polk’s administration an important addition
was made to the President’s cabinet by the establishment of THE D~
PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. To the three origigal departments of

_ the government, as organized during the administration of Washing-

ton, had already been added the offices of Postmaster-General and
Becretary of the Navy. The Attorney-General had also come to be
recognized as a regular member of the cabinet. With the growth
and development of the nation it was found that the duties belong-
ing to the departments of state and the treasury had become so man-
ifold as to require the establishment of a separate office. A certain
part of these duties were accordingly detached, and the new “ Home
Department ”— afterwards called Department of the Interior—was
constituted by act of Congress. In the beginning of the next admin-
istration the new secretaryship was assigned to General Thomas Ewing
of Ohio.

Another presidential election was at hand. Three well-known
candidates were presented for the suffrages of the people. General
Lewis Cass of Michigan was nominated by the Democrats, and Gen=
eral Zachary Taylor by the Whigs. As the candidate of the new
Free-Soil party, ex-President Martin Van Buren was put forward,
The rise of this new party was traceable to a question concerning the
territory acquired by the Mexican War. In 1846 David Wilmot of
Pennsylvania brought before Congress a bill to prohibit slavery in all
the territory which might be secured by treaty with Mexico. The
bill was defeated ; but the advocates of the measure, which was called
the WiLmor Proviso, formed themselves into a party, and in June
of 1848 nominated Mf. Van Buren for the presidency. ~The real
contest, however, lay between Generals Cass and Taylor. The posi-
tion of the two leading parties on the question of slavery in the new
territories was as yet not clearly defined, and the election was left to
turn on the personal popularity of the candidates. The memory of
his recent victories ih Mexico made General Taylor the favorite with
the people, and he was elected by a large majority. As, Vice-Presi-
dent, Millard Fillmore of New York was chosen. So closed the agis
tated but not inglorious administration of President Polk.

¢
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CHAPTER LVIII.
ADMINISTRATIONS OF TAYLOR AND FILLMORE, 1849-1858,

HE new President was a Virginian by birth, a Kentuckian by breed-
ing, a soldier by profession. In 1808 he left the farm to accept a
commission in the army. During the war of 1812 he distinguished him-
gelf in the North-west, eslaecially in defending Fort Harrison against the
tted men. In the
Seminole War he bore
4 conspicuous part, but
earned his greatest re-
nown in Mexico, His
reputation, though
strictly military, was
enviable, and his cha-
racter above reproach.
His administration be-
gan with a violent agi-
tation on the question
of slavery in the terri-
tories ; California, the
El Doradoof the West,
was the origin of the |
dispute, \
In his first mes- |
sage President Taylor
expressed his sympa-
thy with the Califor-
nians, and advised -
them to form a State PRESIDENT TAYLOR.
government prepara- '
tory to admission into the Union. The advice was promptly aceepted.
A convention of delegates was held at Monterey in September of 1849,
A constitution prohibiting slavery was framed, submitted to the people,
and adopted with but little oppesition. Peter H. Burnet was elected
governor of the Territory ; members of a general assembly were chosen ;

and on the 20th of December, 1849, the new government was organized
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at San Jose. At the same time 2 petition in the usual form was for-

warded to Congress asking for the admission of California as a State.

The presentation of the petition was the signal for a bitter contro-
versy. As in the case of the admission of Missouri, the members of Con-
gress, and to a great extent the people, were sectionally divided. But
now the position of the parties was reversed ; the proposition to admit the
new State was favored by the representatives of the North and opposed
by those of the South. The ground of the opposition was that with the
extension of the Missouri Compromise line to the Pacific the right to in-
troduce slavery into California was guaranteed by the general government,
and that therefore the proposed constitution d¥ the State ought to be re-
jected. The reply of the North was that the argument could apply only
to a part of the new State, that the Missouri Compromise had respect only
to the Louisiana purchase, and that the people of California had framed
their constitution in their own way. Such was the issue; and the debates
grew more and more violent, until the stability of the Union was seriously
endangered.

Other exciting questions added fuel to the controversy. Texas
claimed New Mexico as a part of her territory, and the claim was resisted
by the people of Santa Fé, who desired a separate government. The peo-
ple of the South complained bitterly that fugitive slaves, escaping from
their masters, were aided and encouraged in the North. The opponents
of slavery demanded the abolition of the slave-trade in the District of
Columbia, Along the whole line of controversy there was a spirit of
suspicion, recrimination and anger.

The illustrious Henry Clay appeared as a peacemaker. In the
spring of 1850 he was appointed chairman of a committee of thirteen, to
whom all the questions under discussion were referred. On the 9th of
May he brought forward, as a compromise covering all the points in dis-
pute, THE OMN1BUS BrLL, of which the provisions were as follows: First,
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anew, land seemed likely to be interminable  While the discussion w t
its height and the issue still undecided, Pr..ident Tayloxt ‘fﬁ:-]l sickasii
died on the 9th of July, 1850. In accordance with the previsions ;' T;
wnst:tu.tion, Mr, Fillmore at once took the oath of office and Pntcredon L
th:a duties of the presidency. A new cabinet was formed, with DaIT;ll
W e.hst:er at the head as secretary of state, ‘\'ot\\'ithstanding;- the death of
the CI:Ef magistrate, the government moved on without disturbance y

1€ compromise propos 'l: stai is
gk at} e proposed by Mr. Clay and sustained by his elo-
approved by Congress,
On the 18th of Scp-
tember the last clause

was adopted, and the
whole received the im-
mediate sanction of the
President. The ex-
citement in the coun-
try rapidly abated, and
the distracting contro-
versy seemed at an end.,

Such was the last, and

perhaps the greatest,

of those pacific mea-

sures originated and

carried through Con-

gress by the genius

of Henry Clay. He

shortly afterward bade

adien to the Senate,

and sought at his be-

the admission of California as a free State ; second, the formation of new e - loved Ashland a brief
States, not exceeding four in number, out of the territory of Texas, said N N rest from the.arl : |
States to permit or exclude slavery as the people should determine; third, N cares of public li[f:}I i ' ; L §l
the organization of territorial governments for New Mexico and Utah, \ Foeks AR |
without conditions on the question of slavery; fourth, the establishment '
of the present boundary between Texas and New Mexico, and the pay-
ment to the former for surrendering the latter the sum of ten million dol-
Jars from the national treasury ; fifth, the enactment of a more rigorous
law for the recovery of fugitive slaves; siath, the abolition of the slave-
trade in the District of Columbia.

When the Omnibus Bill was laid before Congress, the debates began

The passage of the Omnibus Bill brought a political quiet; but ¥
the moral convictions of very few men were altered by its provisions, VLR I:.!'J |
Public opinion remained as before : in the North, a general, indefinite i i
but growing hostility to slavery; in the South, a fixed and resolutt; i B!
purpose to defend and extend that institution. To the President, i A B
whoge party was in the ascendency in most of the Free States, the | |
measure was fatal ; for although his cabinet had advised him to,sign

the bill, t‘ke Whigs were at heart opposed to the fugitive slave law.
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and when he gave his assent they turned coldly from him. Inlt.;ha
Whig National convention, two year: afterwards, .although the po f;czri
of the President was approved and the compromise measures ratifie
by a vote of two hundred and twenty-seven against sixty, not t\w.euty
Northern votes could be obtaired i'u‘r his .rertummntmn. ‘Thus .do
political parties punishe their leaders for hlesnatmg to espouse a prin=
ciple which the parties themselves are afraid to avow. oo
The year 1850 was marked by a lawless flttempt gn the part o
gome American adventurers to gain possession of Cuba. If%f w;:a
thought that the people of that island were anxious to th‘rm\i 0 :1 e
Spanish yoke and to annex themselves to the United S!:ate{s. n.m' d(fr
to encourage such a movement, General Lopez organized an ele; i-
tion in the South, and on the 19th of May, 1850, ‘ef-fcct?d a._lan mg:
at Cardenas, a port of Cuba. But there was no uprising in his favor;
neither Cubans nor Spanish soldiers joinc.d his standa‘rd, and he was
obliged to seek safety by returning to Florida. Renewing the att.elilpls
in the following year, he and his band of four hundred anfl eighty
men were attacked, defeated and captured by an overwhelming force
of Spaniards. Lopez and thle ringleaders were taken to Havana,
ied, condemned and executed.
g ;‘{;:Ldzmt annual message of the President was a document of
great ability, Among the many important measures pressed upon th'e
attention of Congress were the following: a fs_v.s:tcn.l of cheap and uni-
form postage; the establishment, in ('mmectm'n with the Df—:p{}rt-m(}nt
of the Interior, of a Bureau of Agriculture; 11be1:a1 .approprmtmn.s c;i
the improvement of rivers and harbors; the building of a l?aﬁ'timfth
agylum for disabled and destitute seamen ; a .1»crmanent tariff wi
specific duties on imports and discrmmm.tmu in favor of A.mfzrl'calf
manufactures; the opening of communication bet\_vecn t}m 1'\1135135.11}1)1
and the Pacific coast; a settlement of the land difficulties in Califor-
nia; an act for the retirement of supernumerary officers nf' the ;rm{
and navy; and a board of commissioners to ixd:}ust the claims c; ]::0
vate citizens against the government of the United Stabcg,. On yl :
of these important recommendations—the asylum for §a110-rs anc E:c:
settlement of the land claims in California—were carried into e oo
For the President’s party were in a minnf’ity in Congress; and
majority refused or neglected to approve !us measures.
In 1852 asserious trouble arose with England. By the terms
of former treaties the coast-fisheries of Ncwfmfndlund belonged ;11:;
clusively to Great Britain, But outside of a line dr'awn three m.ﬁ-
from the shore American fisherman enjoyed equal rights and prt

r
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jeges. Now the dispute arose as to whether the line should be drawn
from one headland to another so as to give all the bays and inlets to
England, or whether it should be made to conform to the irregulari-
ties of the coast. Under the latter construction American fishing-
vessels would have equal claims in the bays and harbors; but this
privilege was denied by Great Britain, and the quarrel rose to such a
height that both nations sent men-of-war to the contested waters. But
reason triumphed over passion, and in 1854 the difficulty was happily
settled by negotiation ; the right to take fish in any of the bays of
the British possessions was conceded to American fishermen,

During the summer of 1852 the celebrated Hungarian patriot
Louis Kossuth made the tour of the United States. Austria and
Russia had united against his native land and overthrown her liber-
ties. He came to plead the cause of Hungary before the American
people, and to obtain such aid as might be privately furnished to his
oppressed countrymen. Every-where he was received with expres-
sions of sympathy and good-will. His mission was suecessful, though
the long-established policy of the United States forbade the govern-
ment to interfere on behalf of the Hungarian patriots.

About this time the attention of the American people was di-
rected in a special manner to explorations in the Arctic Ocean. In
1845 Sir John Franklin, one of the bravest of English seamen, went
on a voyage of discovery to the extreme North. He believed in the
possibility of passing through an open polar sea into the Pacific.
Years went by, and no tidings came from the daring sailor. It was
only known that he had passed the country of Esquimaux. Other
expeditions were despatched in search, but returned without success,
Henry Grinnell, a wealthy merchant of New York, fitted out several
vessels at hiz own expense, put them under command of Lieutenant
De Haven, and sent them to the North; but in vain. The govern-
ment came to Mr. Grinnell’s aid. In 1853 a new Arctic squadron
was equipped ; the command of which was given to Dr, Elisha Kent
Kane; but the expedition, though rich in scientific results, returned
without the discovery of Franklin.

During the administrations of Taylor and Fillmore the country
was called to mourn the loss of many distinguislied men. On the 31st
of March, 1850, Senator John C. Calhoun of South Carolina passed
Away, His death was much lamented, especially in his own State, to
Whose interests he had devoted the energies of his life. His earnest-

: - hess and zeal and powers of debate have placed him in the front rank
A of American orators, At the age of sixty-eight he fell from his place
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like a scarred oak of the forest never to rise again. Then follow;ed
the death of the President; and then, on the 28th of June, 18-)%
Henry Clay, having fought his last b_attle, sank to rt‘esf. Olu ,flhe t?;t.
of the following October the illustrious Daniel ‘l\l\n;l]);t:i (1\ }cam;:ﬁel:
Massachusetts. The®
place of secretary of
Stdte, made vacant
by his death, was
conferred on Edward
Everett.
In Europe the

news of Lopez’s ri-
diculous invasion of
Cuba created great
excitement. Not-
withstanding a dis=
“tinet disavowal of
the whole proceeding
on the part of the
Federal government,
notwithstanding the
immediate dismissal
of the officer at New
Orleans who had al-
lowed the expedition
of Lopez to escape
from that port,—the governments of Great Britain and Fr:.mce affec-
ted to believe that the eovert aim and purpose of .the Umted' Statb;l
was to acquire Cuba by conquest. Acting upon this .px_'esumptmn :
British and French ministers proposed to the Arfnemcan governmen
to enter into a Tripartite Treaty—so called—in which _each ?f the con-
tracting nations was to disclaim then and forever a]l' mt?ntmn off:p;
gessing Cuba. To this proposal Mr. Everett Feghcd in one ©
most masterly State papers on record. Great Britain and France vg:er;
informed that the annexation of Cuba was régarded by the Uni

JOHN €. CALHOUN.

. Tt . &ith
States as a measure hazardous and impolitic; that entire good ,

would be kept with Spain and with all nations; but that the F.'eg:r::
government did not recognize in any European power the rig i
meddle with affairs purely American, and that, in accordance Wi

the doctrine set forth by President Monroe, any such interference ==
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would be resented as an affront to the sovereignty of the United
Btates. ‘

As Fillmore’s administration drew to a close the political parties

Jagain marshaled their forces, Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire

appeared as the candidate of the Democratic party, and General Win-

s field Scott as the choice of the Whigs. The question at issue before
the country was the Compromise Act of 1850. But the parties, in-

stead of being*dwided, were for once agreed as to the wisdom of that

measure.  Both the Whig and Demoeratic platforms stoutly reaffirmed

the justice of the Omnibus Bill, by which the

dissensions of the coun-
try had been quieted.

A third party arose, however, whose members,
both Whigs and Democrats, doubted the
of 1850, and declared that all the Territories of the United States
ought to be free. John P. Hale of New Hampshire was put forward
8s the candidate of this Free Soil party. Mr. Pieree
large majority, and William R, King of
President,

wisdom of the compromise

was elected by a
Alabama was chosen Vice-

CHAPTER LIX.

PIERCE'S ADMINISTRATION, 1853-1857,

IMHE new chief magistrate was a native of New Hampshire, a graduate

of Bowdoin College, a lawyer, a politician, a general in the Mexican
War, a statesman of considerable abilities, Mr. King, the Vice-Presi-
dent, had for.a long time represented Alabama in the Senate of the United
States. On account of failing health he was sojourning in the island of
Cuba at the time of the inauguration, and there he received the oath of
office. Growing still more fechle, he returned to his own State, where
he died on the 18th of April, 1853.  As secretary of state under the new
administration William L. Marcy of New York was chosen.

In the summer of 1853 the first corps of engineers was sent out by
the government to explore the route for A Pacrric RArLroap. The
enterprise was at first regarded as visionary, then believed in as possible,

- and finally undertaken and accomplished. In the same year that marked

the beginning of the project the disputed boundary between New Mexico

and Chihuahua was satisfactorily settled. The maps on which the former

treaties with Mexico had been based were found to be erroneous, Santa
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Anna, who had again become president of the Mexican republic, at-
tempted to take advantage of the error, and sent an army to oceupy
the territory between the true and the false boundary. This action
was resisted by the authorities of New Mexico and the United States,
and a second Mexican war scemed imminent. The difficulty was ad-
justed, however, by the purchase of the doubtful claim of Mexico.

This transaction, known as T GADSDEN PurcHASE, led to the erecs
L

tion of the new Territory of Arizona. .

The first year of Pierce’s administration was signalized by the
opening of intercourse between the United States and the great em=
pire of Japan. Hitherto the Japanese ports had been closed against
the vessels of Christian nations. In order to remove this foolish and
injurious restriction Commodore Perry, a son of Oliver H. Perry of
the war of 1812, sailed with his squadron into the Bay of Yeddo.
When warned to depart, he explained to the Japanese officers the sin-
cere desire of the United States to enter into a commercial treaty with
the emperor. After much delay and hesitancy consent was obtained to
hold an interview with that august personage. Accordingly, on the
14th of July, the commodore with his officers obtained an audience

with the dusky monarch of the East, and presented a letter from the
President of the United States. Still the government of Japan was
wary of accepting the proposition, and it was not until the spring of
1854 that a treaty could be concluded. The privileges of commerce
were thus conceded to American merchant vessels, and two ports of

entry were designated for their use.

On the very day of Commodore Perry’s introduction to the em-
peror of Japan the Crystal Palace was opened in the city of New York
for the second WorLp's FAIR. The palace itself was a marvel in ar-
thitecture, being built exclusively of iron and glass. Thousands of
specimens of the arts and manufactures of all civilized nations were
put on exhibition within the spacious building. The enterprise and
inventive genius of the whole country were quickened into a new
life by the beautiful and instructive display. International exhibitions
are among the happiest fruits of an enlightened age.

During the administration of Pierce the county was frequently
disturbed by the filibustering expeditions of General William Walker
into Central America. This audacious and unserupulous adventurer

began his operations in 1833 by escaping with a band of followers

. % .
from the port of San Francisco and making a descent on La Paz

Lower California. In the spring of 1854 he marched overland with 8
hundred men and raised the standard of revolt in the state of Sonora;
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. but the company was dispersed and himself made prisoner. In May

of the same ye: as tri it
e lm(, l}ge.tr he was tried by the authorities of San Francisco and
ra'q (11 B(b ut |}ot satisfied with his previous experience, he again
Bemc a and of sixty-two followers and proceeded to Cent '*1’1 ~\mefl’;c
- : e L g al £ '1ca.
: Rg Joined by a regiment of natives he fought and gained a battle
g ; . iy 4 f
;a ]l.lvab, on :he 29th of June, 1855. In a second battle at Virgin
y he was also successful. Fighti g ‘ |
successtul.  Xighting continued until the followi
el 1e followin
sulmt;n;r “ht]n‘ his influence had become so powerful that he \\ai
elected president of Nicar: : :
. Nicaraugua., Then came a chs in hi
i o g ame a change in his fortunes,
g t Insurrection ensued ; and the other Central American states
assisted by the Vanderbilt steam-ship compar | " ]L‘ml& ‘o
. : . i any, whose rights he had
violated, combined i & 1857, he wa
y nned against him and : 3
: g and on the 1st of May, 1857, |
il i ’ : ) PRt
:)g'si ade prisoner. But in a short time he was foot-loose at Ney
Ir]'ealns, where he organized a third company of adventur e
s whers | ' ‘ any of ers — men
- al()l everything to gain and nothing to lose—and on the 25th of
ember succeeded in reaching Punta Arenas, Nicap
ey y as, Nicaraugua.
88 than a month, however, he was again oblic
render to Commodore Paulding of il ,Ul A
' ¢ g of the United States nav
e S - : d States navy. For a
e, hle great .ﬁhlmater was a prisoner at New York ; but getting his
', e continued his scheming, and i - .
mach(.:l gt d IEts scheming, and in June of 1860 a third time
g (,l.n ral America at the head of a considerable force. This
1e descent was made at Truxi : : l
8 made at Truxillo, Honduras. But ident
i ot 1 y as.  But the presidens
State, assisted by a British man-of-war. s
captured the whole band. On ti ‘S(il : f)rq“(n’ g
and, 1e od of September Walk as tri
3 b - ptember Walker was tried
¥ & court-martial at Truxillo, condemned, and shot. T}
With which he met his fate has : o8 Nk eitnd et
i met his fate has half redeemed his forfeited fame and
r times in doubt whether he shall be. call i
e shall be- called fanatic or hero.*
. period also belongs the history of what is k i
L peried g5 the y of what is known in
g plomacy as THE MARTIN Koszra AFFaAIR. Martin Koszta
a leader i . 1 1 T 7
e Lliit-hl‘ in the Hungarian revolt against Austria, in 1849. After
I IR & oQQ g ‘ . J
o Aum was suppressed he fled to Turkey whence he was demanded
iy e‘t. llhti[‘lilll government as a refugee and traitor. The Turk] '.h
orities, however, refused to oi in ! l ]
y retused to give him up but agreed tl
i toveves, 0 8 I agreed that he should
g ltlo qe.\llg to some foreign land never to return. Koszta chose
1te « 1 g hig acv H . T
ed States as his asylum, came hither, and took arti
10t complete papers of naturalizati I it le v
apers aturalization. In 1854 he ret lto T
- ool a : . returned to Tur-
of)g Ary —as it was alleged — to his former promise. At the cit
myrna he received a passport fr s

om the American cons sidi
Americ: nst '
there, and went ashore, i

But the Austri -
Austri: sul at Smy i
strian consul at Smyrna, hearing

*Tt will be ob
served that the narrative of 'W
; $ alker’s exploits
%0 the conclusion of Buchanan’s administration e b e T
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of Koszta’s arrival and ha~ing noy=wer to arrest him on shore, induced
some bandits to seize h'mn and throw him into the water of the bay
where a boat in waiting picked him up and carried him on board an
Austrian frigate. The American officials immediately demanded his
release, which was refused. Thereupon Captain Duncan Ingraham,
commanding the American sloop of war St. Louis, loaded Lis guns,
pointed them at the Austrian vessel, and was about to make hot work,
when it was agreed by all parties that Koszta should be put in charge
of the French government until his nationality should be decided. In
this condition of affairs the question was given over for discussion to
Baron Hiilseman—the Austrian minister at Washington—and William
L. Marcy, the American secretary of state. The correspondence was
one of the ablest on record and extended, before its termination, to
almost every question affecting naturalization and citizenship, and in=
deed to many other important topics of international law. Mr. Marey
was completely triumphant in his argument and Koszta was remanded
to the United States. Of so much importance is the life of one man,
when it involves the great question of human rights:

In the years 1853-54, the peaceable relations of the United

States and Spain were again endangered by Cuban difficulties. Presi=
*dent Pierce believed that owing to the financial embarrassment of the
Spanish government, Cuba might now be purchased at a reasonable
price and anngxed to the United States. The delicate business of nes
gotiating was intrusted at first to Mr. Soulé, the American minister
at Madrid. But afterwards James Buchanan and John Y. Mason were
added to the mission. A convention of the ambassadors of the varis

ous governments concerned was held at Ostend, and an important ins

sirument was there drawn up—chiefly by Mr. Buchanan — known a4
riE OstEND MaxtFesto. The document was chiefly devoted to an
elaborate statement of th® arguments in favor of the purchase and an-
nexation of Cuba by the United States, as a measure of sound wisdom
to both the Spanish and American governments. But nothing of praes
tical importance resultea from the embassy or the manifesto.

And now the great domain lying west of Minnesota, Towa and
Missouri was to be organized i. to territorial governments. Already
into these vast regions the tide of immigration was pouring, ond it be
came necessary to provide for the future. In January of 1854, Sen-

ator Stephen A. Douglas of Tllinois brought before the Senate of the

United States a proposition to organize the territories of Kansas
Nebraska. In the bill reported for this purpose a clause was inse

providing that the people of th~ fwo Territories, in forming their con=
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etitutions, should decide for themselves whether the new States shouid b
free or slaveholding. This was a virtual repeal of the Missouri C X
promise, for both the new territories lay north of the ) mmllelmcl;fj
thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes. Thus by a sinﬂlelstroke th
old settle'meut of the slavery question was to be undune: From Ja .
vary until May, Mr. Douglas’s report, known as THE I{Axsxs—’\'g:
BRASKA Brii, was debated in Congress. All the bitter St;cti;nal
ar'xtagomsms'of the past were aroused in full force. The bill w
violently opposed by a majority of the representatives from the Eaii
and North; but the minority, uniting with the congressmen of the
South, enabled Douglas to carry his measure throung Congress, and
th May of 18;?4 the bill received the sanction of the Presid:mi;. :
k. %T:;ls :_t;s;lf nm'v became a batt]e:ﬁeld for the contending par-
o er the new State should admit slavery now depended upon
tee‘\m 0 the people. Wherefore both factions made a rush for the
mmt?gt eldn order tf? secure a majority, Kansas was soon filled with
’ aﬁ' mass o peoplei thousands of whom had been sent thither
vole. An elegtion held in November of 1854 resulted in the choice
of n..pro-s]avery delegate to Congress, and in the general territorial
election of‘ the following year the same party was triumphant. The
Btate Legislature thus chosen assembled at Lecompton orcnllli:;ed th
government and framed a constitution permitting ss,l:n.'u,rv.b The Fr :
Soil party, declaring the general election to have been illegal on a:
count of' frz.mdulent voting, assembled in convention at Topclam f'famed
alc(')ustltutmn excluding slavery, and organized a rival trove’rnment.
CIV.ll war broke out between the factions. From the uutlen of 1855
until Fhe following summer the Territory was the scene of consta':
tu!.'mml and violence. On the 3d of September the PreQidcntl '1n
p(flnbed John W. Geary of Pennsylvania military governor ;t' Kans‘nl:
:;:t.;]l f'u;l pow'e_rs to restore order a‘nd punish lawlessness, On his ar-,-
vl the 'lmstxle parties were quieted and peace restored. But the
:Ig:;i):oq l]nbthe Territ{?ry had already extended to all parts of the
oy I, t;[]l;ctisiagxf? ltgg (;.ssue on which the people divided in the presi-
PEMSTII::I ]}Tartles madt.a ready for the contest. James Buchanan of
ing hiz'nselfla was nominated as 'the. Democratic candidate. By plant-
o bon- 1? pla-:tform of 'pr‘mclples in which the doctrines of the
e veteral.s al P;]l were dls‘tmctly reaffirmed, he was able to secure
A ;:y ote both North and South. For many Northern Democrats
ofo:‘i og‘pns?d to slavery, held firmly to the opirion that the people:
ry Territory ought to have the right to decide the question for
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themselves. As the candidate of the Free Soil or People’s party,

John C. Fremont of California was brought f{frward. The exclusion
of slavery from all the Territories of the United States py confgres-
sional action was the distinetive prin?iple' of the Free Sm.l pla.t orxlll.
Meanwhile, an American or I{DOW-NOthl{Jg party had arisen in ti-; @
country, the leaders of which, anxious to ignore t-he leavez:y ql(lle;‘ %(lnln
and to restrict foreign influences in the nation, nominated Millard Fill«

more for the presidency. But the slavery question could not be put

aside; on that issue the people were really divided. A Lttrge major%ty
decid;d in favor of Mr. Buchanan for the presidt:ncy, while the cheice
for the vice-presidency fell an John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky.

CHAPTER LX.

BUCHANAN'S ADMINISTRATION, 185%1861,

AMES BUCHANAN was a native of Penns.ylvania, born on t'htla'
13th of April, 1791, educated for the profession of law. In lii |
‘he was appointed minister to Russia, was a.ftfa::ward elected to the
Senate of the United States, and from that position was called to 63
office of secrethry of state under Presidcnf; I?olk. In 1.853 he recel(vi'.
the appointment of minister to Great Britain, and resided at Lfm (l,\ln
until his nomination for the presidency. As secretary of state in t e
new cabinet, General Lewis Cass of Michigan was ches‘en. i
A few days after the inauguration of the new chief magistrate,

the Supreme Court of the United States delivered the celebrated opins .=

ion known in American history as THE DRED ScoTT DECISION.’ Drefi
Secott, a negro, had been held as a slave by Dr. Emerson of Mmgou;g
a surgeon in the United States army. On the removal of E]Enersmlll

Rock Island, Illinois, and afterwards, in 1836, to Fort Snelling, Min-
nesota, Scott was taken along; and at the latter place he m}d a n;\gm
woman, who had been bought by the surgeon, were marned.. WO
children were born of the marriage, and then the wh_ole famlly.Wtia‘!ﬂ
taken back to St. Louis and sold. Dred thereupon brought suit for
his freedom. The cause was heard in the circuit and supreme (gur:
of Missouri, and, in May of 1854, was appealed to the Supreme 0110n
of the United States. After a delay of nearly three years a decision

was finally reached in March of 1857. Chief-Justice Taney, speaking
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for the court, decided that negroes, whether free or slave, were not cit-
tzens of the United Stotes, and that they eould not become such by any
process known to the Constitution s that under the laws of the United
States a negro could neither sue nor be sued, and that therefore the
court had no jurisdiction of Dred Scott’s: cause ; that a slave was to
be regarded in the light of a personal chattel, and that he might be
removed from place to place by his owner as any other piece of prop-
erty; that the Constitution gave to every slave-holder the right of re-
moving to or through any State or Territory with his slaves, and of
returning at his will with them to a State where slavery was recog-
mized by law; and that therefore the Missouri Compromise of 1820,
as well as the coml;romise measures of 1850, was unconstitutional and
void. Tn these opinions six of the associate Justices of the supreme
bench—Wayne, Nelson, Grier, Daniel, Campbell, and Catron—cos-
eurred ; while two associates—J udges McLean and Curtis—dissented.
The decision of the majority, which was accepted as the opinion of
the court, gave great satisfaction to the ultra slave-holding sentiments
of the South, but excited in the North thousands of indignant com-
ments and much bitter opposition.

In the first year of Buchanan’s administration there was a Mor-
mon rebellion in Utah. The difficulty arose from an attempt to ex-
tend the judicial system of the United States over the Territory. Thus
far Brigham Young, the Mormon governor, had had kis own way of
administering justice. The community of Mormons was organized on
a plan very different from that existing in other Territories, and many
usages had grown up in Utah which were repugnant to the laws of
the country. When, therefore, a Federal Judge was sent to preside
in the Territory, he was resisted, insulted and driven violently from
the seat of justice. The other officials of the Federal government
were also expelled, and the Territory became the scene of a reign
of terror. The Mormons, however, attempted a justification of their
conduct on the ground that the character of the United States offi-
cers had been so low and vicious as to command no respect. But
the excuse was deemed insufficient, and Brigham Young was super-
seded in the governorship by Alfred Cumming, sizperintem]ent of
Indian affairs gn the Upper Missouri. Judge Delana Eckels of In-
diana was appointed chief-justice of the Territory; and an army of
o thousand five hundred men was organized and despatched to
Utah to put down lawlessness by force.

But Young and the Mormon elders were in no humor to give

§ 1 their authority without a struggle, The approaching American




