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area of two hondred and thirty-seven Jhmésimtled (:?tll;l;(:n:;lll‘em d‘;
i re than five times as large as the ta : 2
\I::':nh:lcq :nnuxing an” empire. The proposition to udlplit 'ftxais dm.:l)

the Union was the great question on which the penp_&f divide
the presidential elee=
tion of 1844, The
annexation was fa=
vored by the Demo=
crats and opposed by
the Whigs. The
parties were equally
matched in strength;
and the contest sur=
passed in excitement

anything which had

been known in Amey-
ican politics. James
K. Polk of Tennessee

was put forward as

the Democratic can-

didate, while the

Whigs chose their

favorite leader, Hen=

ry Clay. The former
; was elected, and the
hope of the latter to reach the presidency was f"orever e}izliied. For
Vice-President, George M. Dal]:iilof geill:ls}-l‘;uﬁti ]::flslx: tzdowas. e

nvention by which Mr. Polk wa vas |
Balt.inrllc‘)}:'z. co()n the 29th of May, 1844, the news of the l'l[(;mf:gttlﬁ: ;::
sent to Washington by THE MAGNETIC TELRGRAII;H. r: o
despatch ever so transmitted ; and the event mar E at?l ?Ch e
tory of civilization. The inventor of the te]egra]: , W 1{ e
so’great a blessing to mankind, \\'as-szof'essor bun.m}tla th(; ;n.venﬁon
of Massachusetts. The magnetic principle on “h\l;‘ e
depends had been known since 1774; but Professor Morse

PROFESSOR MORSE.

is ex
to apply that principle for the benefit of men. He began his e peri= .

. L. a
ments in 1832: and five years afterward succeeded in Obmm::git
patent oz Lis invention. Then followed another long delay; .

was not until the last day of the session in 1843 that };Z Pchiﬂl 3
from Congress an appropriation of thirty thousar.ld do rs.d el 3
that appropriation was constructed between Baltimore an :

of anne
~ determination of Me
and urgent requ
tection,
from Ca
Teal question at issue between that State
boundaries,
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ington the first telegraphic line in the world. Perhaps no other
invention has exercised a more beneficent influence on the welfare
and happiness of the human race. .

When Congress convened in December of 1844, the proposition
to admit Texas into the Union was formally brought forward. Dur-
ing the winter the question was frequently debated; and on the 1st
of March—only three days before Tyler's retirement from the presi-
dency—the bill of annexation was adopted. The President imme-
diately gave his assent; and the Lowe Star took its place in the
constellation of the States. On the day before the inauguration of
Mr. Polk bills for the admission of Florida and Towa were also

signed ; but the latter State—the twenty-ninth member of the Amer-
ican Unio

n—was not formally admitted until the following year,

CHAPTER LVII.
FPOLK’S ADMINISTRATION, AND THE MEXICAN WA R, 1345-1849,

RESIDENT POLEK was a native of North Carolina. TIn boyhood
he removed with his father to Tennessee ; entered the legislature
of the State; and was then elfeted to Congress, where he served as
member or speaker for fourteen years. In 1839 he was chosen gov-
ernor of Tennessee, and from that position was called, at the early
age of forty-nine, to the presidential chair. At the head of the new
eabinet was placed James Buchanan of Pennsylvania. It was an o
fice requiring high abilities; for the threatening question with Mexico
‘lme at once to a crisis. As soon as the resolution to annex Texas
was adopted by Congress, Almonte, the Mexican minister at W ashing-
ton, demanded his passports and left the country. ¢
On the 4th of July, 1845, the Texan legislature ratified the act
xation ; and the union was completed. Knowing the warlike
xico, the authorities of Texas sent an immediute
est to the President to despateh an army for their pro-
Accordingly, General Zachary Taylor was ordered to march
mp Jessup, in Western Louisiana, and occupy Texas. The
and Mexico was concerning
The foundation of the difficulty had been laid as early as
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the Mexican revolution of 1821. By that event Mexico had achieved
her independence of Spain, and in reiirranging her civil administra-
tion had united ‘Coahnila and Texas—the two frontier States east of
the Rio Grande—under one provincial government. Such was the
condition of affairs at the time of the Texan rebellion of 1836. Texas,
being successful in her struggle with Mexico, naturally claimed that
her own indep&ndence carried with it the independence of Coahuila,
and that, therefore, the territory of the latter province became an in-
tegral part of the new Texan republic. This theory the joint legis-
lature of Texas and Coahuila made haste to put into statutory form
by a resolution of December 19th, 1836. Mexico, however, insisted
that Texas only, and not Coahuila, had revolted against her authority,
and that, therefore, the latter province, was still rightfully a part of
the Mexican dominions, Thus it came to pass that Texas—now a
State in the American Union—claimed the Rio Grande as her west-
ern limit, while Mexico was de-
termined to have the Nueces as
the separating line. The ter-
ritory between the two rivers
was in dispute. The govern-
ment of the United States made
a proposal to settle the contro-
versy by negotiation, but the
authorities of Mexico scornfully
This refusal was con-

refused.
strued by the Americans as a
virtual acknowledgment that
the Mexicans were in the
wrong, and that the Rio Grande
might justly be claimed as the
boundary. Instructions were
accordingly sent to General
Tayl®r to advance his army as
near to that river as circum-
stances would warrant. Under these orders he moved forward to Cor-
pus Christi, at the méuth of the Nueces, established a camp, and by
the beginning of November, 1845, had concentrated a force of between
four and five thousand men.

In the following January General Tavlor was ordered to advance
to the Rio Grande. It was known that the Mexican govermﬁent had
resolved not to receive the American ambassador sent thither to ne=

TEXAS AND COAHUILA, 1845,
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gotiate a settlement. It had also transpired that an army of Mexicans
was gathering in the northern part of the country for the invasion of
Texas, or, at any rate, for the oceupation of the
disputed territory. On the 8th of March the
American army began the advance from Corpus
Christi to Point Isabel, on the gulf. At that
- place General Taylor established a dépot of sup-
plies, and then pressed forward to the Rio
Grande. Arriving at the river a few miles
above the mouth, he took his station opposite
Matamoras and hastily erected a fortress, after-
ward named Fort Brown,
On the 26th of April, General Arista, who
had arrived at Matamoras on the previous day and assumed com-
'mand of the Mexican forces on the frontier, notified General Tay-
lor that hostilities had begun. On the same day a company of Amer-
fcan dragoons, commanded by Captain Thornton, was attacked by a
body of Mexicans, east of the Rio Grande, and after losing sixteen
men in killed and wounded, was obliged to surrender. This was the
first bloodshed of the war. At the same time large bodies of Mexi-
cans—marauders, infantry, and cavalry — crossed the Rio Grande be-
low Fort Brown and threatened the American lines of communication,
General Taylor, alarmed lest the Mexicans should make a cirenit and
capture the stores at Point Isabel, hastened to that place and strength-
ened the defences, The fort opposite Matamoras was left under the
command of Major Brown with a garrison of three hundred men, The
withdrawal of the American general with the greater part of his forces
Was witnessed by the Mexicans in Matamoras, who, mistaking the
movement for a retreat inspired by fear, were in great jubilation,
1.71.6 Republican Monitor, a Mexican newspaper of Matamoms, pub-
lished on.the following day a flaming editorial, declaring that the
cowardly invaders of Mexico had fled like a gang of poltroons to the
8ea-coast and were using every exertion to get out of the country be=
’fore the thunderbolt of Mexican vengeance should smite them, Ar-
lsta. himself was confident that the Americans, becoming alarmed at
their exposed position, had shrunk from the conflict and that it was only
necessary for him to bombard Fort Brown in order to end the war.
As soon as his supplies at Point Tsabel were deemed secure
General Taylor set out with a provision-train and an army of m(m;
than- two thousand men to return to Fort Brown. Mean'while, the
Mexicans to the number of six th usand had crossed the Rio Grande
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and taken a strong position at Palo Alto, directly in Taylor’s route. At
noon on the 8th of May the Americans came in sight and immediately
joined battle. After a severe engagement of five hours’ duration the
Mexicans were driven from the field, with the loss of a hundred men,
The American artillery was served with signal effect; while the fighting
of the enemy was clumsy and ineffectual. Only four Americans were

killed and forty wounded ; but among the former was the gallant and -

much-lamented Major Ringgold of the artillery.

On the following day General Taylor resumed his march in the
direction of Fort Brown. When within three miles of that place, he
again came upon the Mexicans, who had rallied in full force to dispute
his advance. They had selected for their second battle-field a place
called Resaca de la Palma. Here an old river-bed, dry and overgrown
with cactus, crossed the road leading to the fort. The enemy’s artillery
was well posted and better served than on the previous day. The Ameri-
can lines were severely galled until the brave Captain May with his regi-
ment of dragoons charged through a storm of grape-shot, rode over the!
Mexican batteries, sabred the gunners, and captured La Vega, the com-
manding general. The Mexicans, abandoning their guns and flinging
away their accoutrements, fled in a general rout. Before nightfall they
had put the Rio Grande between themselves and the invineible Americans.
On reaching Fort Brown, General Taylor found that during his absence
the place had been constantly bombarded by the guns of Matamoras.
But a brave defence had been made, which cost, with other losses and
suffering, the life of Major Brown, the commandant. Such was the be-
ginning of a war in which Mexico experienced a long list of humiliating
defeats.

When the news of the battles on the Rio Grande was borne through
the Union, the war spirit was everywhere aroused. Party dissensions
were hushed into silence. The President, in a message to Congress, noti=
fied that body that the lawless soldiery of Mexico had shed the blood of
American citizens on American soil. On the 11th of May, 1846, Con=
gress promptly responded with a declaration that war already existed by
the act of the Mexican government. The President was authorized to
accept the services of fifty thousand volunteers, and ten million dollars
were placed at his disposal. War meetings were held in all parts of the
ountry, and within a few weeks nearly three hundred thousand men
rushed forward to enter the ranks, A grand invasion of Mexico was
planned by General Scott. The American forces were organizad in three
divisions: THE ArRMY OF THE WEST, under General Kearney, to cross
the Rocky Mountains and conquer the northern Mexican provinces;
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tHE ARMY OF THE CENTRE, under General Scott as commander-ip-
chief, to march from the gulf coast into the heart of the enemy’s country
THE ARMY OF OccupaTioN, commanded by General Taylor, to subdue
and hold the districts on the Rio Grande.

The work of mustering the American troops was entrusted to Gen-
eral Wool. By the middle of summer he succeeded in despatching to
General Taylor a force of nine thousand men. He then established his
camp at San Antonio, Texas, and from that point prepared the gathering
recruits for the field. Meanwhile, Taylor had resumed active operations
on the Rio Grande. Ten days after the battle of Resaca de la Palma he
erossed from Fort Brown and captured Matamoras. Soon afterward he
began his march up the right bank of the river and into the interior.
The Mexicans, grown wary of their antagonist, fell back and took post at
the fortified town of Monterey. To capture that place was the next object
of the campaign; but the American army was feeble in numbers, and
Generzl Taylor was obliged to tarry near the Rio Grande until the latter
part of August. By that time reinforcements had arrived, increasing his
numbers to six thousand six hundred. - With this force the march against
Monterey was begun ; and on the 19th of September the town, defended
by fully ten thousand troops, under command of Ampudia, was reached
and invested.

The siege was pressed with great vigor. On the 21st of the month
several assaults were made, in which the Americans, led by General
Worth, carried the fortified heights in the rear of the town. In that part
of the defences only the bishop’s palace—a strong building of stone—re-
mained ; and this was taken by storm on the following day. On the
morning of the 23d the city was successfully assaulted in front by Gen-
erals Quitman and Butler. In the face of a tremendous cannonade and
an incessant tempest of musket-balls discharged from the house-tops and
alleys, the American storming-parties charged resistlessly into the town.
They reached the Grand Plaza, or publie square. They: hoisted the vie-
torious flag of the Union. They turned upon the buildings where the
Mexicans were concealed ; broke open the doors; charged up dark stair-
ways to the flat roofs of the houses; and drove the terrified enemy to an
ignominious surrender. The honors of war were granted to Ampudia,
who evacuated the city and retired toward the capital. The storming of
Monterey was a signal victory, gained against great superiority of num-
bers and advantage of position.

After the capitulation General Taylor received notice that overtures
of peac# were about to be made by the Mexican government. e there-
fore agreed to an armistice of eight weeks, during which time neither party
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should renew hostilities. In reality the Mexicans had no thought of
peace. They employed the whole interval in warlike preparations. The
famous general Santa Anna was called homesfrom his exile at Havana
to take the presidency of the country. In the course of the autumn a
Mexican army of twenty thousand men was raised and sent into the field,
In the mean time, the armistice had expired ; and General Taylor, acting
under orders of the War Department, again moved forward. On the 15th
of November, the town of Saltillo, seventy miles south-west from Mon-
terey, was captured by the American advance under General Worth, In
the following month, Victoria, a city in the province of Tamaulipas, was
taken by the command of: General Patterson. .To that place General
Butler advanced from Monterey on the march against Tampico, on the
river Panuco. At Victoria, however, he learned that Tampico had

_ already capitulated to Captain Conner, commander of an American

flotilla. Meanwhile, General Wool, advancing with strong reinforce-
ments from San Antonio, entered Mexico, and took a position within sup-
porting distance of Monterey. It was at this juncture that General Scott
arrived and assumed the command of the American forees.

The Army of the West had not been idle. In June of 1846
General Kearney set out from Fort Leavenworth, on the Missouri, for
the conquest of New Mexico and California. After a long and wearisome
march he reached Santa Fé, and on the 18th of August captured and gar-
risoned the city. - The whole of New Mexico submitted without further
resistance, With a body of four hundred dragoons Kearney then con-
tinued his march toward the Pacific coast. At the distance of three hun-
dred miles from Santa Fé he was met by the famous Kit Carson, who
brought intelligence from the far West that California had already been
subdued. Kearney aceordingly sent back three-fourths of his forces, and
with a party of only a hundred men made his way to the Pacific. On
that far-off coast stirring events had happened.

For four years Colonel John C. Fremont had been exploring the
country west of the Rocky Mountains. He had hoisted the American
flag on the highest peak of the great range, and then directed his route by
Salt Lake to Oregon. Turning southward into California, he received
despatches informing him of the impending war with Mexico. Deter-
mined to strike a blow for his country, he urged the people of California,
many of whom were Americans, to declare their independence. The
hardy frontiersmen of the Sacramento valley flocked to his standard ; and
a campaign was at once begun to overthrow the Mexican authority. In
several petty engagements the Americans were victorious oved greatly
superior numbers, Meanwhile, Commodore Sloat, commanding an
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American fleet, had captured the town of Monterey, on the coast, eighty
miles south of San Francisco. A few days afterward Commodore Stock=
ton took command of the Pacific squadron and made himself master of
San Diego. Hearing of these events, Fremont raised the flag of the
United States instead of the flag of California, and joined the naval com=
manders in a successful movement against Los Angelos, which was taken -
without opposition. Before the end of summer the whole of the vast
province was subdued. In November General Kearney arrived with his
company and joined Fremont and Stockton. About a month later the
Mexicans rose in rebellion, but were defeated on the Sth of January,
1847, in the decisive battle of San Gabriel, by which the authority of the
United States was completely established. A country large enough for
an empire had been conquered by a handful of resolute men.

In the mean time, Colonel Doniphan, who had been left by Kear-
ney in command of New Mexico, had made one of the most brilliant
movements of the war. With a body of seven hundred fearless men he
began a march through the enemy’s country from Santa Fé to Saltillo, a
distance of more than eight hundred miles, Reaching the Rio Grande on
Christmas day, he fought and gained the battle of Bracito; then, crossing
the river, captured El Paso, and in tw> months pressed his way to within
twenty miles of Chihuahua. On the banks of Sacramento Creck he met
the Mexicans in overwhelming numbers, and on the 28th of F ebruary
completely routed them. He then marched unopposed into Chihuahua—
a city of more than forty thousand inhabitants—and finally reached the
division of General Wool in safety.

As soon as General Scott arrived in Mexico he ordered a large par
of the Army of Occupation to join him on the gulf for the conquest of the
capital. By the withdrawal of these troops from the divisions of Taylor
and Wool these officers were left in a very exposed and critical condition ;
for Santa Anna was rapidly advancing against them with an army of
twenty thousand men. To resist this tremendous array General Taylor
Was able to concentrate at Saltillo a force numbering not more than six
thousand ; and after putting sufficient garrisons in that town and Mon-
terey, his effective forces amounted to but four thousand eight hundred.
With this small but resolute army he marched boldly out to meet the
Mexican host. A favorable battle-ground was chosen at Buena Vista,
four miles south of Saltillo, Here Taylor posted his troops and awaited
the enemy,

On the 22d of February the Mexicans, twenty thousand strong,
same pouring through the gorges and over the hills from the direction of
San Luis Potosi. Santa Anna demanded a surrender, and was met with
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defiance. On the morning of the 23d the battle began with an effort to out-
flank the American position on the right; but the attempt was thwarted by
the troops of Illinois. A heavy column was then thrown against the centre,
only to be shattered and driven back by Captain Washington’s artillery.
The Mexicans next fell in great force upon the American left flank, where

. the second regiment of Indianians, acting under a mistaken order, gave

way, putting the army in great peril. But‘the troops of Mississippi and
Kentucky were rallied to the breach; the men of Illinois and Indiana
came bravely to the support; and again the enemy was hurled back.
In the crisis of the battle the Mexicans made a furious and final charge
upon Captain Bragg’s battery ; but the gunners stood at their posts un-
daunted, and the columns of lancers were scattereil with terrible volleys
of grape-shot. A charge of American cavalry, though made at the sacri-
fice of many lives, added to the discomfiture of the foe. Against tremen-
dous odds the field was fairly won. On the night after the battle the
Mexicans, having lost nearly two thousand men, made a precipitate re-
treat. The American loss was also severe, amounting, in killed, wounded
and missing, to seven hundred and forty-six. This was the last of General
Taylor’s battles. He soon afterward returned to the United States, where
he was received with great ‘enthusiasm.

On the 9th of March, 1847, General Scott began the last campaign
of the war. With a force of twelve thousand men he landed to the south
of Vera Cruz, and in three days the
investment of the city was completed.
Trenches were opened at the distince
of eight hundred yards; and on the
morning of the 22d the cannonade
was begun.  On the water side Vera
Cruz was defended by the celebrated
castle of San Juan d'Ulloa, erected
by Spain in the early part of the sev=

SCENE OF SCOTT'S CAMPAIGN, I8 enteenth century, at the cost of four
million dollars. For four days an
incessant storm of shot and shell from the fleet of Commodore Conner and
the land-batteries of Scott was poured upon the doomed castle and town.
Life and property were swept into a common ruin. An assault was
already planned, when the humbled authorities of the city proposed ea-
pitulation. On the night of the 27th terms of surrender were signed, aud
two days afterward the American flag floated over Vera Cruz.

The route from the gulf to the capital was now open. On the 8th -

of April General Twiggs, in command of the American advance, sél out

]
.

- tains resistance had been expected ;

lakes—a picture too beantiful to be

Thus far General Scott had follow
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on the road to Jalapa. oL he main division, led by General Scott in per-
son, followed immediately. For several days there was no serious o peo—
sition ; ll)ut on the 12th of the month Twiggs came upon Santa All)l[;l
Wl:'l(), with an army of fifteen thousand men, had taken possession of tl::
Peights and rocky pass of Cerro Gordo. The position, though seeming]
unpre.gnahle, must be carried, or further advance was i:np(msi%)le On fh)er
morning of the 18th the Ameridin army was arranged for an assaillt which,
accordirg to all the rules of war, promised only disaster and ruin. But to
the troops _of the United States nothing now seemed too arduous né: deed too
full of peril. Before noonday every position of the Mexicans h;d been suc-
eessfully stormed and themselves driven into a precipitate rout Ne;riv
three t.hous?nd prisoners were taken, together with forty-three 'pieces of
bronze artillery, five thousand muskets and accoutrements enough to
Bupply an army. The American loss amounted to four hundreti: and
thfrty-?ne, that of the enemy to fully a thousand. Santa Anna esca
with his life, but left behind his private papers and wooden e .
On the next day the victorious army entered Jalapa, g(.)n the 22d
th.e strong (,:astle of Perote, erowning a peak of the Cordilleras, was taken
mth.out resistance.  Here another park of artillery and a vast,amount of
warlike stores fell into the hands of the Americaps, Turning southward
General Scott next led his army against the ancient and sacred city of’
Puebla. Though inhabited by eighty thousand people, no defenée was
ﬁe or attempted. The handful of invaders marched un’opposed through -
'fhe s;f, .and on the 15th of May took up their quarters in the citgy.
i wa:n(l;f: army was now .redu.ced to five thousand men, and General
iy o(‘lged torpaus? l]:lltll reinforcements could be brought forward
B 1\r{ﬂ.ex)ir(;;zl. aulzhegc-)ftjxatmns l:vere again opened in the hope of peace;
168, § inni
ety ;}:j es, stubborn and foolhardy as at the beginning,

By the 7th of August General Scott had received reinforcements,

swelling his numbers to nearly eleven thousand. Leaving a small garvi-

8on in Puebla, he again began hi - i

now lay over the su?ﬁ?nit of gﬁle C(frdnill?z(:;.upznt t}lii I?ag;:l(')f tT)lc:emr:t?:
but the advance was unopposed, and
down on THE VALLEY oF MExico,
oldiery beheld such a scene. Clear to
landscape of green fields, villages and

torn with the dread enginery of
The army pressed on to Ayotla, only fifteen miles ﬁim Ke m];z

ﬂ:e army swept through to look
Never before had the American s
the horizon stretched a most living

ed the great national road from Vera

to Mexico; but now, owing to the many fortifications and danger-
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ous passes in front, it was deemed advisable to c}iange the route. From
Ayotla, therefore, the army wheeled to the south, around Lake Chaleo,
and thence westward to San Augustine, From this place it was but ten
miles to the capital. The city could be approached only by causeways
leading across marshes and the beds of bygone lakes. At the ends of
these causeways were massive gates strongly defended. To the left of
the line of “march were the almost inacceséible positions of Contreras, San
Antonio and Molino del Rey. Directly in front, beyond the marshes and
eloser to the city, were the powerful defences of Churubusco and Chapul-
tepec, the latter a castle of great strength. These various positions were
held by Santa Anna with a force of more than thirty thousand Mexicans.
That General Scott, with an army not one-third as great in numbers,
could take the city seemed an impossibility. But he was resolved to
do it. '

On the 19th of August the divisions of Generals Pillow and Twiggs
were ordered to storm the Mexican position at Contreras. About night-
fall the line of eommunications between that place and Santa Anna’s re-
serves was cut, and in the darkness of the following midnight an assault~
ing column, led by General Persifer F. Smith, moved against the enemy’s
camp. The attack was made at sunrise, and in seventeen minutes six
thousand Mexicans, commanded by General Valencia, were driven in
utter rout from their fortifications. The American storming-party num=
bered less than four thousand. This was the first victory of that mem-
orable 20th of August. A few hours afterward General Worth advanced

against San Antonio, compelled an evacuation and routed the flying gar- '

rison. This was the second victory. Almost at the same time General
Pillow led a column against one of the héights of Churubusco where the
enemy had concentrated in great force. After a terrible assault the posi-
tion was carried and the Mexicans scattered like chaff. This was the
third triumph. The division of General Twiggs added a fourth victory

by storming and holding another height of Churubusco, while the fifth =

and last was achieved by Generals Shields and Pierce, who defeated
Santa Anna, coming to reinforce his garrisons. The whole Mexican army
was hurled back upon the remaining fortification of Chapultepec.

On the morning after the battles the Mexican authorities sen out
& proposition to negotiate. It was only a ruse to gain time, for the terms
proposed by them were such as conquerors would have dictated to the
vanquished. General Scott, who did not consider his army vanquished,
rejected the proposals with scorn, rested his men until the 7th of Septem=
ber, and then renewed hostilities. On the next morning General Worth

was ordered to take Molino del Rey and Cosa de Mata, the western dér 3
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iernoes of Chapultepec. « These positions were held by fourteen thousana
Mexicans; but the Americans, after losing a fourth of their number in the
desperate onset, were again victorious. The guns were next brought to
b'aar on Chapultepec itself, and on the 13th of the month that frowning
citadel was f:arried by storm. Through the San Cosme and Belen gates
the.conquerlng army swept resistlessly, and at nightfall the soldiers of the
Union were in the suburbs of Mexico.

In the darkness of that night Santa Anna and the officers of the
government fled from
the city; but not un-
til they had turned
loose two thousand
convicts to fire upon
the American army,

On the following
morning, before day-
dawn, forth came a
deputation from the

city to beg for mercy,
This time the messen-

gers were in earnest ;

but General Scott,
weary of trifling,
turned them "away Y\
with contempt, “F 01{ \
ward!” was the order
that rang along the
American lines at sun-

rise. The war-worn
regiments swept into
the beautiful streets of

the famous city, and

at seven o’clock the flag of the United States floated over the halls of the

Montezumas, So ended one of the most brilliant campaigns known in
‘modern history.

GENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT,

On leaving his conquered capital Santa Anna, with his usual

treachery, turned about to attack the American hospitals at Puebla,

He.re about eighteen hundred sick men had been left in charge of Colonel
Qhﬂ_ds' For several days a gallant resistance was made by the feeble
gar.l'lson, until General Lane, on his march to the capital, fell upon the
.b-eﬁlegers and scattered them, It was the closing stroke of the war—a




: ll il
i |
|

'-!.:1

ot

458 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

vontest in which the Americans, few in number and in a far-distant,
r-peopled country, had gained every victory.

dense}yTlll;OIr)nilitary pg;:er of lg\;exico Wwas now camp}etely broken: ' Sant?
Anna was a fugitive. It only remained to determine the condltwns: 0
peace. In the winter of 1847-48 American ambassadors met(.t}]l; g.[exmn
Congress, in session at Guadalupe Hidalgf), and on the 2d of ’e ru::rg e:;
treaty was concluded between the two nations. 'I“he compact W gs rLa :El) v
by both governments, and on the 4th of the following July Pr951b emd 0
made a proclamation of peace. By the terms of settlement the 0}11} a,lg-
line between Mexico and the United States‘ was ﬁx$d as ﬁ)I.Iows.h e
Rio Grande from its mouth to the southern limit of New Mexw% it snoe
westward along the southern and northward along the \.vestern houxéj 3iry
of that territory to the river Gila; thence down that nv:er to the co&
rado; thence westward to the Pacific. The whole of New Mexico an

Upper California was relinquished to the United States. Mexico guar~ -

anteed the free navigation of the Gulf of CaIif'm:nia, and the ‘river'COIOE
-rado from its mouth to the confluence of the, Glla.. In 2301151derat221{11 (1-
these territorial acquisitions and privileges th‘e U.nlted b‘tates agreed tz
surrender all places held by military Pccupatmu in Mexico, to I}?ydlrf)m
the treasury of that country fifteen million d(.)llars,‘a-nd to aa.surgeba etto
due from the Mexican government to American citizens, said de fsrnoth.
exceed three million five hundred thnusan(.l dollars. Thus at last was tz
territory of the United States spread out in one broad bglt from ocean
ocean,

In the mean time the troublesome and alarming question of THE

OrEGON BouNDARY was finally disposedgof. For more than a quarte:
of a century the territorial limit of the United States on the northwes_t
had been a matter of controversy between the I.*‘ederal governmen
and Great Britain. By the terms of the convention of 1818 the -
ternational line had been carried westward from the n'orthwesternlex-
tremity of the Lake of the Woods along the forty-r.unth paralle ;i:o
the cresy of the Rocky Mountains; but from that point to t:he.Pacl (83
no agreement could be reached. As early as 1807, and again 11;‘ ;21,
and 1826, the United States had formaily claimed the par:fllell 0- : Yd
four degrees and forty minutes; but this boundary Grea.t Britain re :;SE
to accept. By a convention, held in August of 1827, it was ag;ee myl'
the representatives of the two powers t]}at the terrltory- lym.g etweés
the forty-ninth parallel — which, according to the English theory, W: d
the true international line—and the parallel of ﬁft)-r—fuur .degrees atnhe
forty minutes should remain open indeﬁnitle.y and lmpart}ally .for t},:é
Wnint occupancy of British and American citizens. By this action
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difficulty was postponed for sixteen years;

but thoughtful statesmen
of both nations became al

armed that a question of such magnitude
should remain unsettled, and negotiations were renewed. In 1843
the minister resident of the United States in London a
the parallel of fifty-four degrees and forty minutes, but the proposition
was rejected. In the next year the British ambassador at Washington
again suggested the forty-ninth degree of latitude as the true bounde
ary; but to this the government of the United States refused to ac-
cede. Then came the war with Mexico and w
extension of territory on the southwest. The views of the adminis-
tration in regard to the northwestern boundary became less stringent ;
and finally, in a convention of the two powers held on the 15th of
June, 1846, the question was definitely settled by a treaty. Every
point of the long-standing controversy was decided in favor of Great
Britain. The forty-ninth parallel was established as the international
boundary from the summit of the Rocky Mountains to the middle of
the channel which separates the continent from Vancouver’s Island ;
thence southerly through the middle of said channel and of Fuea’s
Straits to the Pacific. Vancouver's Island itself was awarded to Great
Britain; and the free navigation of the Columbia River was guaran-
teed to the Hudson Bay Company and other British subjects on the
Bame conditions as those imposed on citizens of the United States,
The treaty was by no means so favorable as might have been expected,
and by many it was denounced as actually dishonorable to the Fed-
eral government. It is certain that better terms might have been de-
manded and obtained. *

A few days after the signing of the treaty of peace with Mexico
an event oceurred in California which spread excitement through the
civilized world, A laborer, employed by Captain Sutter to cut a mill-
race on the American fork of the Sacramento River, discovered some
pieces of gold in the sand where he was digging. With further search

gain proposed

ith it the prospective

other particles were found. The news spread as if borne on the wind.
From all quarters adventurers came flocking. Other explorations led

to further revelations of the precious metal. For a while there scemed

10 end to the discoveries, Straggling gold-hunters sometimes picked
Bp in a few hours the value of five hundred dollars. The intelligence
went flying through the States to the Atlantic, and then to the ends

#8uch was the indignati
of the Whig party

almost as popular
of 1812,

on of the opponents of this treaty—especially of the leaders
—that the political battle-cry of “Fifty-four Forty or Fight!” became
a motto as “Free Trade and Suilors’ Rights” had been in the War
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460 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

of the world. Men thousands c miles away were crazed with excite-
ment. Workshops were shut up, business houses abandoned, fertile
farms left tenantless, offices deserted. Though the overland routes to
California were scarcely yet discovered, thousands of our eager adven-
turers started on the long, long journey. Before the end of 1850 San
Francisco had grown from a miserable village of huts to a city of
fifteen thousand inhabitants. By the close of 1852 the territory had
a population of more than a quarter of a million. The importance
of the gold mines of California, whose richness is not yet exhausted,
can hardly be overestimated.

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

In April of 1846, Congress passed an act organizing THE SMITH-
BoNIAN INstrTUTiON at Washington City. Twenty-two years previs
ously an eminent English chemist and philanthropist named James
Smithson* had died at Genoa, bequeathing on certain conditions a
large sum of money to the United States. In the fall of 1838, by
the death of Smithson’s nephew, the proceeds of the estate, amount
ing to five hundred and fifteen thousand dollars, were secured by the

# Until after his graduation at Oxford in 1786, this remarkable man was known by

the name of James Lewis Macie. Afterward, of his own accord, he chose the name of
his reputed father, Hugh Smithson, duke of Northumberlaund,
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agent of the national government and deposited in the mint. Tt had
been provided in the will that the bequest should be used for the
establishment at Washington of an institution Jor the increase and dif-
Jusion of knowledge among men. To carry out the great design of the
testator a plan of organization, prepared by John Quincy Adams, was
laid before Congress and after some modificatiops adopted.

In the act of establishment it was provided that the institution
contemplated by Mr. Smithson should be named in his honor “The
Smithsonian Institution ”; that the same should be under the imme-
diate control of a Board of Regents com posed of the President, Vice-
President, judges of the Supreme Court, and other principal officers
of the government; that the entire Smithsonian fund, amounting with
acerued interest to six hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars, should
be loaned forever to the United Stages at six per cent.; that out of the
proceeds, together with congressional appropriations and private gifts,
buildings should be provided suitable to contain a museum of nat-
ural history, a cabinet of minerals, a chemical laboratory, a gillery
of art, and a library. Professor Joseph Henry of Princeton College
was chosen secretary of the institution, and the plan of organization
was speedily and successfully carried out. The result has been the
establishment in the United States of one of the most beneficent in-
stitutions known in the history of mankind. The Smithsonian Cone
tribvitions to Knowledge already amount to eighteen volumes quarto;
and the future is destined to yield still richer results in widening the
boundaries of human thought and increasing the happiness ot men,

In the first summer of President Polk’s administration the coun-
try was called to mourn the death of General Jackson. The veteran
warrior and statesman lived to the age of seventy-eight, and died at
his home, called the Hermitage, in Tennessee. On the 23d of Feb-
ruary, 1848, ex-President John Quiney Adams died at the city of
Washington. At the time of his decease he was a member of the
House of Representatives. He was struck with ‘paralysis in the very
seat from which he had so many times electrified the nation with his
eloquence.

In 1848 Wisconsin, the last of the five great States formed from
the North-western Territory, was admitted into the Union. The new
fommenwealth came with a population of two hundred and fifty thou-
8and and an area of nearly fifty-four thousand square miles, By estab-
lishing the St. Croix instead of the Mississippi as the western boundary
of the State, Wisconsin lost a considerable district rightfully belonging
to her territory, :
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Near the close of Polk’s administration an important addition
was made to the President’s cabinet by the establishment of THE D~
PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. To the three origigal departments of

_ the government, as organized during the administration of Washing-

ton, had already been added the offices of Postmaster-General and
Becretary of the Navy. The Attorney-General had also come to be
recognized as a regular member of the cabinet. With the growth
and development of the nation it was found that the duties belong-
ing to the departments of state and the treasury had become so man-
ifold as to require the establishment of a separate office. A certain
part of these duties were accordingly detached, and the new “ Home
Department ”— afterwards called Department of the Interior—was
constituted by act of Congress. In the beginning of the next admin-
istration the new secretaryship was assigned to General Thomas Ewing
of Ohio.

Another presidential election was at hand. Three well-known
candidates were presented for the suffrages of the people. General
Lewis Cass of Michigan was nominated by the Democrats, and Gen=
eral Zachary Taylor by the Whigs. As the candidate of the new
Free-Soil party, ex-President Martin Van Buren was put forward,
The rise of this new party was traceable to a question concerning the
territory acquired by the Mexican War. In 1846 David Wilmot of
Pennsylvania brought before Congress a bill to prohibit slavery in all
the territory which might be secured by treaty with Mexico. The
bill was defeated ; but the advocates of the measure, which was called
the WiLmor Proviso, formed themselves into a party, and in June
of 1848 nominated Mf. Van Buren for the presidency. ~The real
contest, however, lay between Generals Cass and Taylor. The posi-
tion of the two leading parties on the question of slavery in the new
territories was as yet not clearly defined, and the election was left to
turn on the personal popularity of the candidates. The memory of
his recent victories ih Mexico made General Taylor the favorite with
the people, and he was elected by a large majority. As, Vice-Presi-
dent, Millard Fillmore of New York was chosen. So closed the agis
tated but not inglorious administration of President Polk.

¢
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CHAPTER LVIII.
ADMINISTRATIONS OF TAYLOR AND FILLMORE, 1849-1858,

HE new President was a Virginian by birth, a Kentuckian by breed-
ing, a soldier by profession. In 1808 he left the farm to accept a
commission in the army. During the war of 1812 he distinguished him-
gelf in the North-west, eslaecially in defending Fort Harrison against the
tted men. In the
Seminole War he bore
4 conspicuous part, but
earned his greatest re-
nown in Mexico, His
reputation, though
strictly military, was
enviable, and his cha-
racter above reproach.
His administration be-
gan with a violent agi-
tation on the question
of slavery in the terri-
tories ; California, the
El Doradoof the West,
was the origin of the |
dispute, \
In his first mes- |
sage President Taylor
expressed his sympa-
thy with the Califor-
nians, and advised -
them to form a State PRESIDENT TAYLOR.
government prepara- '
tory to admission into the Union. The advice was promptly aceepted.
A convention of delegates was held at Monterey in September of 1849,
A constitution prohibiting slavery was framed, submitted to the people,
and adopted with but little oppesition. Peter H. Burnet was elected
governor of the Territory ; members of a general assembly were chosen ;

and on the 20th of December, 1849, the new government was organized
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