CHAPTER L.
WAR OF 1812—CONTINUED.

N the beginning of 1813 the American army was organized in three
I divisions: THE ArMy oF THE NoRTH, commanded by.GeneraI
Wade Hampton, to operate in the country of Lake Champ.lam ; THE
Army or THE CENTRE, under direction of the commander-m-chxef',.m
.resume offensive movements on the Niagara frontier and Lake ‘Onmmu;
THE ARMY OF THE WEST, under command of G'renerz.ll Winchester,
who was soon superseded by General Harrison. Early in .January the
latter division, made up of various detachments of I.mhtm. fmfn the
Wesfern States, moved toward the head of Lake Erie to regain the
ground lost by Hull in the previous summer. On the 10th of tlile month
the American advance, composed of eight hundred men under erllchester,
reached the rapids of the Maumee, A body of Bl:itl-sh and In‘dlans was
posted at Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, thirty miles from Winchester’s
camp, A detachment of Americans pressed forward, attacked the enemy,
captured the town, encamped there, and on the 20th of the month were
joined by Winchester with the main division.

Two days afterward the Americans were suddenly assaulted b_y a
force of a thousand five hundred British and Indians under coznmand of
General Proctor. A severe battle was fought, each party lolsmg ne_}arly
three hundred men. The British were checked, and for a while the Issu§
was doubtful ; but General Winchester, having been taken b.y the. enemy,
advised his forces to capitulate under a pledge of protection given by
Proctor and his subordinates. As soon as the surrender was made.the
British general set off at a rapid rate to return to Malden. The Amenm.n
wounded were left to the merey of the savages, who at once began their
work with tomahawk and scalping-knife and torch. The two !10u5€5
into which most of the wounded had been crowded were fired, while the
painted barbarians stood around and hurled back into the flames whuevelll'
attempted to escape. The rest of the prisoners were dragged away throug

untold sufferings to Detroit, where they were ransomed at an enormous

price. This shameful campaign has fixed on the name of Proctor the

indelible stain of infamy, ; o i
General Harrison, on hearing the fate of Winchester’s division, fell

back from the Maumee, but soon returned and built Fort Meigs. Here
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he remained until the 1st of May, when he was besieged by a force of two
thousand British and savages, led by Proctor and Tecumtha, Meanwhile,
General Clay with twelve hundred Kentuckians advanced to the relief of
the fort, The besiegers were attacked in turn, and at the same time the
besieged made a successful sally. But for the mistake of Colonel Dudley,
who allowed his detachment to be cut off and captured, the British would
have been completely routed. Again the American prisoners were treated
with savage cruelty until Tecumtha, not Proctor, interfered to save them.
In a few days the Indians deserted in large numbers, and Proctor, be-
coming alarmed, abandoned the siege, and on the 9th of May retreated to
Malden.

For nearly three months active operations were suspended. In the
latter part of July, Proctor and Tecumtha with a force of nearly four
thousand men returned to Fort Meigs, now commanded by General Clay.
For several days the British gentral beat about the American position,
attempting to draw out the garrison. Failing in that, he filed off with
about half. his forces and attacked Fort Stephenson, at Lower Sandusky.
This place was defended by a hundred and sixty men under command of
Colonel Croghan, a stripling but twenty-one years of age. But he ex-
hibited the skill and bravery of a veteran. To the enemy’s summons,
accompanied with a threat of massacre in case of refusal, he answered that
the fort should be held as long as there was a man left alive within it,
For a while the British cannonaded the ramparts without much effect,
and on the 2d of August advanced to carry the place by storm. Croghan
filled his only gun with slugs and grape-shot, and masked it in such a
Position as to rake the ditch from end to end. The British, believing the
fort to be silenced, crowded into the fatal trench, and were swept away
almost to a man. The repulse was complete. Proctor, fearing the ap-
proach of Harrison, raised the siege and returned to Malden,

At this time the avaters of Lake Erie were commanded by a British
8quadron of six vessels carrying sixty-three guns. It was seen that a suc-
‘cessful invasion of Canada could only be made by first gaining control of

~ the lake, This serious undertaking was imposed on Commodore Oliver

H. Perry of Rhode Island—a young man not twenty-eight years old who

never been in a naval battle. His an gonist, Commodore Barclay,
Was a veteran from the sea-service of Europe. With indefatigable energy
Perry directed the construction of nine ships, carrying fifty-four guns, and
Was soon afloat on the lake., On the 10th of September the two fleets met

+ ashort distance north-west of Put-in Bay. Careful directions had been

given' by both commanders for the impending battle; both were resolved
on victory, The fight was begun by the American squadron, Perry’s
%
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flag-ship, the Lawrence, leading the attack, His principal antagonist was
the Detroit, under the immediate command of Barclay. The British guns,
being longer, had the wider range, and were better served. The Lawrence
was ruined ; nearly all the cannon were dismounted, masts torn away,s
gailors killed.

Between the other ships the battle was proceeding in a desultory
way without much damage ; but B.ur(-luy’s flag-ship was almost as nearly
wrecked as the Lawrence, Perceiving with quick eye how the battle stood,
the dauntless Perry, himself unhurt, put on his uniform, seized his ban-
ner, got overboard into an open boat, passed within pistol-shot of the
enemy’s ships, 'a storm of balls flying around him, and transferred his flag
to the Niagara. A shout went up from the American fleet; it was the
signal of victory. With the powerful Niagara still uninjured by the
battle, Perry bore down upon the enemy’s line, drove right through
the midst, discharging terrible broadsides right and left. In fifteen
minutes the work was done; the British fleet was helpless. Perry with
a touch of pride returned to the bloody deck of the Lawrence, and there
received the surrender. And then he sent to General Harrison this
famous despateh: “ We have met the enemy, and they are ours—two
ships, two brigs, one schooner and one sloop.” :

This victory gave the Americans full control of Lake Effe. Both
Proctor and Harrison awaited the result. If Barclay should win, Proctor
would invade Ohio; if Perry should prove victorious, Harrison would
conquer Canada.  For the Americans the way was now opened. On the
97th of September Harrison’s army was embarked at Sandusky Bay and
Janded near Malden, The disheartened British retreated to Sandwich,

_ the Americans following hard after. From the latter place Proctor con-
tinued his yetreat to the river Thames, and there faced about to fights
The battle-field was well chosen by the British, whose lines extended
from the river to a swamp. Here, on the 5th of October, they were
attacked by the Americans led by Harrison and General Shelby, governor
of Kentucky.. In ihe beginning of the battle, Proctor, being a cows d,
ran. The British regulars sustained the attdck with firmness, and were
only broken when furiously charged by the Kentuckians under Colonel
Richard M. Johnson. When that part of the field was won, the Ameri-
cans wheeled against the Indians, who, to the number of fifteen hundred,
lay hidden in the swamp to the west. Here the battle raged fiercelys
Tecumtha had staked all on the issue. For a while his war-whoop
gounded above the din of the conflict. Presently his voice was heard no
Tonger, for the great chieftain had fallen. At the same time Colonel
Johnson was borne away severely wounded. The savages, appalled bj‘
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f::l :ﬁ}: of thex,r.]ead'er, fled in despair. The victory was complete. So
e e campaign in the West, The Indian confederacy was broken
Q}?lm'] All tllflt Hul.l had lost was regained. Michigan was recovered
io d!:) onger .feared invasion. Perry swept Lake Erie with his ﬂeet:
C'nnaM\vas pt.'ostmted before the victorious army of Harrison,
R eanw l}lle, the Creeks of Alabamg, kinsmen of the Shawnees, had
mm]l: ;p;{m;s]. In the latter part of August, Fort Mims, forty ;niles
obile, wassurprised by the savages, w ir thi
e ) ages, who appeased their thirst
. er of nearly four hundred people;
or child was spared, and 1 ' el bl
E : ut few of the men in the for
i . t escaped. The
;f;lv:s g(;f'v ;l.:f ma.?:lfll"e spread consternation throughout the Sptc)‘ilthwcst
ors of lennessee, Georgia and Mississippi s
: : : : s ssissippi Territory ma
immediate preparations for invading the country of the Creekf Tﬂz

Tennessee:
isejms, under command of General Jackson, were first to the res-
cue. etachment of nine hundred men, led

by General Coffee, reached the Indian town
of Tallushatchee, attacked it, burned it, left
not an Indian alive. On the 8th of Nn:*em-
ber a battle was fought at Talladega, east of
the Coosa, and the savages were defeated with
severe losses. In the latter part of the same
Et;nth f]im]:i]ei fight occurred at Autosse, on
son nk of the " i
the Indians were routed.r S o
.During the winter Jackson’s troops, un-
prowde(! and starving, became mutinous and
were going home. But the general set the SCENE OF THE CREEK WaR,
eﬂ.‘:ﬂmple O.f living on acorns ; then rode before e
sﬁirergbellizuz line and .threatened with death the first mutincer who
8 En;u‘:faunw al;ofmanl.l.stlrred. On the 22d of January, 1814, the battle
i ought on the west bank of the Tallapoosa. The valor
e f}jﬁn;l again gave them the victory. 41: Tohopeka, called
el e or.?Fsl1oe Bend, the Creeks made their final stand.
i 1;;)05:; winds weshjrard and northward, enclosing. a large
il n 1]e orm o'f' a pen.msula with a narrow neck. This posi-
ing bansG had fbrt‘lﬁed with more than their usual skill. The
eémpe,b ¥ eneral (-,otfec, surrounded the place, so as to prevent
3 whit; ﬁ:;ng(} the river. On the 27th of March, the main body
i them;)real Jackson stormed the breastworks and drove
dlilty of e bend. There, huddled together without the pos-
escape, a thousand Creck warriors, wii: the women and




404 RISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

children of the tribé, met their doom. The desperate Red men asked |

no quarter, and none was given, The few chiefs who were still abroad
gent in their submission; the spirit of the nation was completely
broken.

On the 25th of April, 1813, General Dearborn, commanding the
Army of the Centre, embarked his forces at Sackett’s Harbor, near the
eastern extremity of Lake Ontario. The object of the expedition was to
capture Toronto, the capital of Upper Canada. Here was the most im-
portant dépot of supplies in British America. The American fleet under
Commodore Chauncey had already obtained the mastery of the lake, so
that Dearborn’s passage was unopposed. On the 27th of the month a
force of seventeen hundred men, commanded by General Pike, was
landed within two miles of Toronto. At the water’s edge they were
met by the British. The Americans drove the enemy for a mile and
a half, stormed a battery, and rushed forward to carry the main de-

fences, At that moment the DBritish magazine blew up with terrific

violence. The assaulting column was covered with the débris of the
explosion. Two hundred men were killed or wounded. General Pike
was fatally injured, but lived long enough to hear the shout of vie-
tory; for the Americans, first shocked and then maddened by the
calamity, made a furious charge and drove the British out of the town.
General Sheaffe with a body of regulars escaped ; the rest were taken
prisoners. Property to the value of a half million dollars was secured
to the victors,

While this movement was taking place the enemy made a descent
on Sackett’s Harbor. By the withdrawal of the American forces that
post had been left exposed. The British succeeded in destroying a quan-
tity of stores; but General Brown rallied the militia, and drove back the
assailants with considerable loss. Meanwhile, the victorious troops at
Toronto had re-embarked and crossed the lake to the mouth of the
Niagara. * On the 27th of May the Americans, led by Generals Chandler
and Winder, crossed the river and stormed Furt George, on the Canada
shore, The British hastily destroyed their posts along the Niagara and
retreated to Burlington Bay, at the western extremity of the lake. The
Americans, pursuing them thither, were attacked in the night, but suc-
ceeded in repulsing the enemy with loss,

During the months of summer military operations on the frontier
were suspended.  After the battle of the Thames, General Harrison had
transferred his forces to Buffalo, and then resigned his commission. On
account of old age and ill health General Dearborn also withdrew from

the service, and was succeeded by eneral Wilkinson, The next cam=

.
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paign, which was planned by General Armstrong, secretary of war, em-
braced the conquest of Montreal For this purpose the Army 0;' the
Centre, under Wilkinson, was ordered to join the Army of the North at
*some convenient point on the St. Lawrence, The enterprise was attended
with many difficulties and not a few delays. Not until the 5th of N, ovem-
ber did a force of seven thousand men, embarking from the mouth of
French Creek, twenty miles north of Sackett’s Harbor, sail down the St.
Lawrence for the conquest, of Montreal. - Parties of British Canadians
and Indians, gathering on the northern bank of the river, cor:staxltly im~
peded the progress of the expedition. General Brown was landed with a
fmnsiderable force to disperse these bands or drive the enemy intg the
interior. On the 11th of the month a severe hattle was foughpat a
place called Chrysler’s Field, Neither party gained a victory, but the
advantage remained with the British. The Aniericans, ha‘;iug lost
nearly three hundred men in the fight, passed down the river to St,
Regis, on the southern shore, where the forces of General Hampton
were cxpected from Plattsburg to form a Jjunction with Wilkinson’s
command. But Hampton did not stir; and the project of attacking
Montreal had to be abandoned. The Americans then went into winter
quarters at Fort Covington, at the fork of Salmon River, nine miles
from St. Regis. ' ’ :

- In the mean time, the British on the Niagara frontier rallied and
advanced against Fort George. General MecClure, the commandant
abandoned the place on the approach of the enemy, but before retreatin ‘
.bTurned the Canadian town of Newark. It cost the people of N ortherfi
New York dearly ; for the British and Indians crossed the river cap-‘
tared Fort Niagara, and fired the villages of Youngstown, Le\vist();:l and
Manchester. On next to the last day of the year Black Rock and Buffalo
were laid in ashes,

, In the sea-fights of 1813 victory generally declared for the British,
During the year both nations wasted much blood and treasure on the
ocean.  Off the coast of Demarara, on the 24th of February, the sloop-
;f;za; fqmet, commanded by Captain James Lawrence, fell in with the
7 lﬁlfsteenng -Peaeocl:. The ships were equally matched. A terrible battle
. minutes ensued, and the Peacock, already sinking, struck her
:ﬁlors. While the Americans were trying to transfer the conquered crew
an?i c:;ean yawned and’the brig sank out of sight. Nine British sailors

ree of Lawrence’s men were sucked down in the whirlpool,

i On ?eturning to Boston the command of the Chesapeake-—one of
e best frigates in the American navy—was given to Lawrence, and

again he put to sea, Before sailing he received s challenge from Captain
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Broke, of the British frigate Shannon, to come out and fight him. Law-
rence ought not to have accepted the banter; for his equipments were
incomplete and his crew ill assorted, sick and half mutinous. But he was
young, and the favorite of the nation; fired with applause, he went un=
hesitatingly to meet his foe. Eastward from Cape Ann the two vessels
met on the first day of June. The battle was obstinate, brief, dreadful.
In a short time every officer who could direct the movements of the
Chesapeake was either killed or wounded. The brave young Lawrence
was struck with a musket-ball, and fell dying on the bloody deck.
As they bore him down the hatchway he gave in feeble voice his last
hergie order—ever afterward the motto of the American sailor—* DoN'r
GIVQ ve taE sare!” The British were already leaping on deck, and
the flag of England was hoisted over the shattered vessel. Both
ships were charnel-houses; but the Shannon was still able to tow her
prize into the harbor of Halifax. There the bodies of Lawrence and
Ludlow, second in command, were tenderly and honorably buried by the
British.
: The next important naval battle was fought on the 14th of August
between the American brig Argus and the British Pelican. The former
vessel had made a daring cruise about the coasts of England, capturing
more than twenty ships. Herself overtaken by the Pelican, she was
obliged, after a severe conflict, to surrender. On the 5th of September
another British brig, the Bozer, cruising off the coast of Maine, was over«
hauled and captured by the American Enerprise, commanded by Captain
Burrows. The fight raged for three-quarters of an hour, when the Bozer
surrendered. Captain Blyth, the British commander, was killed ; and
the gallant Burrows received a mortal wound. The bodies of both
officers were taken to Portland and buried side by side with military
honors. All summer long Captain Porter in the frigate Essex cruised in
the South Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. For five months he was the
terror of British merchantmen in those broad waters. On the 28th of
the following March, while the Essex was lying in the harbor of Val-
paraiso, she was beset, contrary to the law of nations, by two powerfﬁl
British vessels, the Photbe and the Cherub, The Essez had been erippled
by a storm, and was anchored in neutral waters ; in that condition Captain
Portgr fought his two antagonists until nearly all of his men were killed
or wounded ; then struck his colors and surrendered. Notwithstanding

the losses sustained by the American navy, privateers continued to scour

the ocean and capture British vessels. :

From honorable warfare the naval officers of England stooped to°=
marauding along the sea-shore. Early in the year a squadron cntered
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' Delaware Bay and anchored before Lewistown, A requisition on the in-

habitants to supply the fleet witk: provisions was met with a brave refusal
A threat to burn the town was answered with a message of defiance A
-bombax.'dlment of twenty-four hours’ duration followed: the houses.lwem
much injured, and the people fled, carrying their pro;)erty to places of
safety. Other British men-of-war entered the Chesapeake anglbumed

several villages on the shores of the bay. At the town of Hampton, just
2

above the Roads, the soldiers and marines perpetrated such outrages as

covered their memory with shame. Commodore H

} ardy, to whom the
blockade of Fhe New England harbors had been as-;igne(f, behaved with
more humanity ; even the Americans recognized and praised his honor-
able conduct. The year 1813 closed without decisive results,

CHAPTER LI,

THE CAMPAIGNS OF '14.

IN the spring of 1814 another invasion of Canada was planned. The
' Nlagara frontier was the scene of operatipns; but there Was: much
flelay In bringing the scattered detachments of General
info proper position. Not until the 3d of J uly did Generals Scott and
Ripley, at the head of three thousand men, cros§ the Niagara from Black

Wilkinson's army

Rock to Fort .Erie. This post, garrisoned by two hundred British, was
.-mdered without a battle. On the following day the American; ad-
vanced down the river-bank in the direction of Chippewa village, Before
Genrmhmemlg ];l']a]tl pla((;e, however,. they were met by the British army, led by
e iall.  On the evening of the. oth a severe battle was fought on
Genfmls SJ;?;:; south c')f Chippewa River. The Americans, led on by
iy and Ripley and the gallant Major Jessup, won the day;
i Veteorzsn :azagt:ﬁ) rtboﬂtllu-et;:i l’llllllldl‘@d and thirty-eight men, The
were driven intx; their entr(::nc]?rl;en‘;:. Vo T g i o
. Gener:cxl Riall retreated first to Queenstown and afterward to Bur-
ﬂeﬁach]:;d}:slght&] General Scott, commanding the American right, was
g watch the movements of the enemy. On the evening of the
310 July he found himself suddenly confronted by Riall’s arm
strongly posted on the high grounds in sight of Niagara Falls, Heﬁ;




408 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

was fought the hardest battle of the war, A man less courageous and
gelf-confident than Scott would have retreated; but with extraordinary
daring he held his own until reinforced by the other divisions of the
army, The British reserves were also rapidly brought into action.
Twilight faded into darkness, and still the battle was undecided. A de-
tachment of Americans, getting upon the British rear, captured General
Riall and his entire staff. Still the contest raged. The key to the
enemy’s position was a high ground crowned with a battery, Calling
Colonel James Miller to his side and pointing to the hill, General Brown
gaid, “ Colonel, take your regiment and storm that battery.” “I’LL TRY,
8IR,” was the answer of the gallant officer; and he did take it, and held
it against three desperate assaults of the British. In the last charge
General Drummond, who led, was wounded, and the royal army, num-
bering fully five thousand, was driven from the field with a loss of eight
hundred and seventy-eight men., The Americans engaged in the battle
numbered about four thousand ; their loss in killed, wounded and miss=
ing was more than eight hundred.
" After this battle of Niagara, or Lundy’s Lane, as it is sometimes
called, General Ripley took command of the American forces; for Generals
Brown and Scott were both wounded. It was deemed prudent to fall
back to Fort Erie. To that place General Gaines crossed over from
Buffalo, and being the senior officer, assumed command of the army.
Very soon General Drumgmond received reinforcements, moved forward,
and on the 4th of August invested Fort Erie. The siege continued for
ten days, and then the British attempted to storm the works, but were
driven back with sever® losses. But the enemy was reinforced and the
siege resumed. A regular and destructive bombardment was kept up by
the British, and was answered by the Americans with equal energy. On
the 28th of August General Gaines was injured by the explosion of a
shell and obliged to relinquish his command. General Brown, though
still suffering from the wound received at Niagara, was again called to

direct the defences of the fort: On the 17th of September a sortie was -

ordered, and the advanced works of the British were gallantly carried.
At the same time news arrived that the American general Izard was ap-
proaching from Plattshurg with strong reinforcements. Alarmed at the
threatening aspect of affairs, the British raised the siege and retreated o
Fort George. On the 5th of November Fort Erie was evacuated and
destroyed by the Americans, who then recrossed the Niagara and went
into winter quarters at Black Rock and Buffalo. So ended the war i
the country between Lakes Erie and Ontario,

The winter of 1813-14 was passed by the Army of the North at
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* French Mills, afterward called Fort Covington. In the latter part of

February General Wilkinson advanced his forces to Plattsburg, and in
the following month began an invasion of Canada, At La Colle, on the
west bank of the Sorel, he encountered a force of the enemy, made an im-
prudent attack and was defeated. Falling back to Plattsburg, he was
superseded by General Izard. How that officer marched to the relief of
General Brown at Fort Erie has already been narrated. The remaining
‘division of the northern army, fifteen hundred strong, was left under come
mand of General Macomb at Plattsburg. At this time the American
flotill# on Lake Champlain was commanded by Commodore MacDonough.
For the purpose of destroying this fleet and obtaining control of the lake,
the British general Prevost advanced into Northern New York at the
hea(} of fourteen thousand men, and at the same time ordered Commodore
Downie to ascend the Sorel with his fleet.

The invading army reached Plattsburg without opposition. Com-
modore MacDonough’s squadron lay in the bay. On the 6th of Septem-
ber General Macomb retived with his small but courageous army to the
south. bank of the Saranac, which skirted the village. On came the
British, entered the town, and attempted to cross the river, but were
driven back. For four days they renewed their efforts; the Americans
had torn up the bridges, and a passage could net be effected. The British
fleet was now ready for action, and a general battle by land and water
was planned for the 11th, Prevost’s army, afranged in three columns,

- Was to sweep across the Saranac and carry Macomb's position, while .

Downie’s powerful flotilla was to bear down &1 MacDonough. The
naval battle began first, and was obstinately fought for two hours and a
hftlf. At the end of that time Downie and many of his officers had been
klll.ed; the heavier British vessels were disabled and obliged to strike
fhe_zr colors. ' The smaller ships escaped ; for the American brigs were
o badly erippled that pursuit could not be made. Nevertheless, the
vietory on the lake was complete and glorious. The news was carried
a:‘lh'ore, where the Americans were bravely contesting the passage of the
Tiver against overwhelming numbers. At one ford the British column
Succeeded in crossing ; but the tidings from the lake fired the militia with

ardor; they made a rush, and the enemy was driven back. Prevost, after

Iogmg nearly two thousand five hundred men and squandering twq and a
half ml.lli'cm dollars in a fruitless campaign, retired precipitately to Canada,
The ministry of England, made+ wise by the disasters of this invasion,
ngan to devise measures looking to peace.

- Inthe country of the Chesapeake the scenes of the previous year
Were renewed by the British, Late in the summer Admiral “Cochrane
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arrived off the coast of Virginia with an armament of tweity-one vessels
General Ross with an army of four thodsand veterans, freed from service
in Europe, came with the fleet. The American squadron, commanded
by Commodore Barney, was unable to oppose so powerful a force, The
enemy’s flotilla -entered the Chesapeake with the purpose of attacking
Washington and Baltimore, The larger division of the British fleet
sailed into the Patuxent, and on the 19th of August the forces of General
Ross were landed at the town of Benediet. Commodore Barney was
obliged to blow up his vessels and take to the shore. From Benedict the
British advanced against Washington. At Bladensburg, six miles porth-
east of the capital, they were met, on the 24th of the month, by the
militia and the marines under Barney. Here a battle was fought. The
undisciplined militia behaved badly, Barney’s seamen were overpowered
by the British, and himself taken prisoner. The news of the defeat-was
rapidly borne to Washington. The President, the cabinet officers and
the people betook themselves to flight, and Ross marched unopposed into
the city. He had been ordered by his superiors to use the torch, and the
work of destruction was accordingly begun. All the public buildings ex-
cept the Patent Office were burned. The beautiful but unfinished Capitol
and the President’s house were left a mass of blackened ruins. Many
private edifices were also destroyed ; but General Ross, himself a humane
man, did less than he was ordered to do.*

Five days after the gapture of Washington, a portion of the British
fleet, ascending the Potomae, reached Alexandria. The inhabitants of
that town, in order to avoid the fate of the capital, purchased the forbear-
ance of the enemy by tH# surrender of twenty-one ships, sixteen thousand
barrels of flour and a thousand hogsheads of tobaceo. Baltimore redeemed
herself more bravely. Against that city, after the capture of Washington,
General Ross proceeded with his army and fleet. Meanwhile, the militia,
to the number of ten thonsand, had gathered under command of (eneral
Samuel Smith, a Revolutionary veteran. On the 12th of September the
British were landed at North Point, at the mouth of the Patapsco; and

“the fleet began the ascent of the river. The land-forces, after marching
abont halfway to Baltimore, were met by the Americans under General
Stricker. A skirmish ensued in which General Ross was killed ; but
Colonel Brooks assumed command of the invading army, and the mareh
continned. 'When approaching the city, the British came upon the Amer-
ican lines and were brought to a halt by a severe cannonade. General

o

* An excuse for this outrageous barbarism was found in the previous conduet of the S8

Americans, who, at Toronto and other places on the Canadian frontier, had behaved bub
litfle betters

- % Duri ;
= Ifing the night of the bombardment Francis

_ Of rockets and 110 flash of cam
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Sticker, however, ordered his men to €] back to a second line of
defences, from which they gave the ene el e
Meanwhile, the British squadron had ascended the Patapsco and
begun the bombardment of Fort .\I(-I[enr_t, at the entrance tult'h: l‘:d"r-
bor. From sunrise of the 13th until after midnight the guns n.f the
fleet poured a tempest of shot and shells upon the fortress* At ¢}
end of that time the soldiers of the garrison were as full ;).f‘.ﬁ)ii:.it :ml(;
.the works as strong as at the beginning, It was plain t]mt{'h(' Brit
ish had undertaken more than they could aceomplish. Di%lw-u.‘to l‘;
:\II:;I )l;tiﬂe?l, they (‘(?ﬂ:i(il] to fire. The land-forces rotired ﬁ;rml hc-;;:'(e
merican entrenchments g re-embarke i alti
oo et ind re-embarked. The siege of Balti-
During the summer of 1814 two ¢
the British and Indians of the N

my a permanent check.

xpeditions were made against
orth-west. In May a fo

e, e Nor . May a force of two
h:uI])dr?d. men u.lh-t‘(‘lldl‘(] the Mississippi from St. Touis and took post
at Prairie du Chien, a short distance above the mouth of the l
8in. The object was to overawe the hostile Winneb
pewas by establishin

Wiscon-
il . . agoes and Chip-
R ciab 8 -'n_l_ ‘nut.pr.fr..l in their t(’r[‘]tlt]-)‘, But before the
vell begun a force of six hundred Canadians and Indians in-
Vested the place, and on the 17th of J uly compelled the detatzlll;lellt
to surrfnfder. The more important expéditiuu was directed against
the 'Brmsh fortress and dépot of stores at Mackinaw A re rzi:n mbt
of six hundred men, commanded by Colonel @roghan .f{unoua- §%0r“}31f
her.msm‘ at Sandusky, marched northward in m?f]sm:uncr f;'(lm D]:f
troit. Some vessels of Perry’s fleet accompanied the land force
convoy ; but the movement was slow, and MacKinaw was no kil
. iy : Mackmaw was not reached
un;ll the 4th of Anlgl?.-st. Finding the defences of the place too high
::Licitro‘ng_‘{ to be ]ll']_]lll"(:(,]. '11‘)' his guns Croghan ordered an assault,
i Was mz‘tde \\It[l‘ spirit, brt repulsed. The enterprise was then
Iy ofoiéz([]];e\::]th II'H_!‘ fnrthelr ir.njnr:v to the British than the destruc-
pphies and shipping in Georgian Bay.

New England did n
ot escape the ravages of war ]
and 10th of Angust the vill t Prheot

age of Stonington, in the s
. ! o ) gton, 1e south-easte
corner of Connectient, w i i

the British, att
The fisheries of the Ne
ken up. The salt-work
of heavy ransoms,

i, was bombarded by Commodore Hardy ; but
empting to land, were beaten back by the ;ni]itia

w England coast were for the most part bro-
= Y .

s at Cape Cod escaped only by the payment
All the principal harbors from Maine to Dela-
8. Key, detained on board a British

ort MeHenry—seen at intervals by the glare
1on—composed The Star-spangled Banner, )

D and watching tle American flag over F
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L Wer 0 2 .h f
ware were lll‘ldt‘!‘ a ril‘:) rous ])]U('kudc; ﬂnd ﬂl(.- fhr(‘l{ n (:Omrll‘\(il (.B‘ 0
tl e Edhtf.‘ [l B tc stroye he l)t"lcut].‘ mn e l& 1=
5 states A8 tll“\' (]C. tll]\(d- l 1€ i
1 astern states was ) ) l 8 ; 1 l "l |
{ ne &Oﬁl(}( over
h()uﬁ(.“" were u”()“'cd to l)llI n (Hlt’ ﬂ.ll(l a g(, ne ll..ll g].UUHl I v

the country. e s
From the beginning many of the people of New England had

. Rl j
E?Ii?:id\:.l:e“ct-lnptm-ml at sca, and the latter came ]to.uta-ftar{d:lst;g;
Industry was paralyzed. The members O,f the F(Iederu p.1rf_\\;'n(:. -
;crainst ‘the continuance of the (-nntest.' I'hcr }Pgls]:ltlll‘OF(? _t“ “-&:faltes
s:tts advised the calling of a convention. The nti;ct' ;;?c(:;c]:.qtes
responded to the call; and on the ]{th of vatom‘)tr i mtg‘fcry
assembled at Hartford. The objects of the (-nnwntu]m\ \\en“v o
clearly expressed; but opposition ‘tu .thc \\'z’n“ and tlu pnr. (tim &
administration was the leading l)l‘lll('lp](’.. The 1{-.'1( “N.?“mem e
ocratic party, who m;lp]mrltod the w::r—lnf).htcﬁ'(‘ Oi:(,l‘i }ﬁi‘:‘lm dis’loyal 1
sitate to say that the purposes o 1 Qs ; ¥

:1(1’:1 ltl:ézlii.)ll:1l)lt'. Be that as it ll]:l.\',.ﬂlﬁ c.onven'trmn {um(‘-dfothenf;(]l;
eral party. After remaining in session with closed c‘uorn : :;l e
three we;:l;.-', the delegates published an address more moders:

tust than had been expected; and then adjourned. -B.ut ]]tltl? h:ﬁ:
gf political preferment remained for those who participated in

Hartford convention. . S =
During the progress of the war the Spanish authorities of Flor-

Briti » st a de-
ida sympathized with the British. In the montlh of Auguas at -
1. I 4t : g : . : l an .
‘ omy’s fleet was allowed by the commar

tachment of the enemy’s by —
Pensacola to use that post for the purpose of fitting ]nutban' f 1“0bﬂe
against Fort Bowyer, commanding the entrance to the 1&} u1 \ e

On the 15th of September the latter post was attacked, but the

' ‘ho at that time ¢ nded
ants were driven off. General Jackson, who at that time comma

3 strated wi aniards @
the American forces in the South, remonstrated with the Sp -

against this violation of ncutru]ity, but reim;l':'ttil( iu:(::;:i:;:ﬁ?nla‘i:ﬁgd
)n, whose way it was to mete out summarv justice TS, 10K 4
:OE)’!::]Z;;;:)S; Pensacola, stormed thc.tc.\\'n and dmvf:rtllz fI:::il a:.’_nt
of Florida. This was the beginning nf the last t_':nn'p:u;,n e
After the taking of Pensacola, General J:u-ksml.rFTnu.t?c mak‘_, -
headquarters*at Mobile. There he learned ih:tt‘tIhv B]ii:: 1 \\I ;::miring
ing formidable preparations for the conquest u:t 1 A)ll-l..;‘._ ‘]..w[‘“.ed g
at once to New Orleans, he assumed control of the (.II y ’_f t . ;ms e
tial law, mustered the militia, and adopted twl‘ua most \fl;,_cf)‘r. e
ures for repelling the invasion. Frum La I*.ltted, 'chfig mr;tign e
smugglers in the Bay of Barataria, he obtained infor .

Their interests centred in ships and factories; the S8

& Umn after column was smitten
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enemy’s plans. The British army, numbering twelve thousand, came
in a fleet of fifty vessels from Jamaica. Sir Edward Packenham, broth-
er-in-law of the duke of Wellington, was commander of the invading
“forces. On the 10th of December the squadron entered the outlet of
Lake Borgne, sixty miles north-east of New Orleans. Four days af-
terward a flotilla of gun-boats which had been placed to guard the
lake was captured by the British, but not until a severe loss had been
inflicted on the enemy.

On the 22d of the moxth Packenh
Mississippi nine miles below the city. A detachment was sent to the
westerns bank of the river, but this operation was checked by a counter
movement on the part of the Americans. On the night of the 23d
General Jackson sent a schooner down the Mississippi to bombard the
British camp, while at the same time he and Ge
with two thousand Tennessee riflemen to attack Packenham’s camp
in front, After a bloody assault Jackson was obliged to retire, the
enemy losing most in the engagement. On the following day Jackson
fell back and took a strong position along the canal, four miles below
the city, Packenham advanced, and on the 28th cannonaded the
American position with but little effect, On New Year's day the
attack was renewed. The heavy guns of the British had now been
brought into position ; but the Americans easily held their ground, and

the enemy was again driven back. Packenham now made
ments to lead his whole army in

Jackson was ready.

am’s advance reached the

neral Coffee advanced

arrange-
a grand assault on the American lines,
Earthworks had been constructed, and a
long line of cotton-bales and sand-bags thrown up for protection. On
the morning of the memorable 8th of January the British moved for-
ward. They went to a terrible fate, The battle began with the light
of early morning, and was ended before nine o’clock. Packenham
hurled column after column against the American position, and col-
with irretrievable ruin. Jackson’s men,
almost entirely secure from the enethy’s
ﬁl.'e, while every discharge of the Tennessee and Kentucky rifles told
With awful effect on the exposed veterans of England. Packenham,
trying to rally his men, was killed; General Gibbs, second in com-
mand, was mortally wounded. General Keene fell disabled; only

]
General Lambert was left to call the shattered fragment® of the army
from the fielq.

Never was there in a great battle such disparity of
losses. Of the British fully seven hundred were killed, fourteen hun-
dred Wounded, and five hundred taken prisoners. The American loss
smounted to eight killed and thirteen wounded,

behind their breastworks, were
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After the battle Jackson granted a truce for the burial of the
British dead. That done, General Lambert f‘ucull-ml tl‘w detaclm}ent
from the west bank »f the river and retired ‘\‘\'llh his ruined army into
Lake Borgne. At Fort Bowyer he ruce?n-'efl tlfe news of pea(.:e.
Jackson marched into New Orleans with his \'10tul"101|.~; army, u:ml was
received with unbounded enthusiasm. Such, so far as n]wmtmug .b.y
land were concerned, was the close of the war. On the ocean hos.tih-
, ties lingered until spring. ()‘11 the ‘ZQOih vi'lf F vln-u:n-_v1 “hff ;!\;neft:l;.:l:
frigate Constitution, cruising off Cape St. } nurunt: f‘;tllg lt. r-;g‘ll ot} \m
hostile vessels, gave chase, and after a soihint hgh‘t u-:l[-}-tl‘lt‘tl : e d
They proved to be British brigs—the Cyane, of thirty -.‘_al.i gu;;, al:t
the Levant, of eighteen. On the 23d of March fh“ ;\meru,dt-l ‘ orrtah,
commanded by Captain Biddle, emle:ll the coniict by capturing the

itish Penguin off the coast of Brazil.
Bntlbl;\{rz:::{v a treaty of peace had been =ade and ratified. Both na=

i ired such ¢ 5 » summer of 1814 Amer- 8
tions had long desired such a result. In the

jean commissioners were sent to Ghent, in Belgium, and were there

met by Lord Gambier, Henry Goulburn and William Adams, ambas- b

gadors of Great Britain. The agents of the United States were J:l;l‘;
Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan Russell

Albert Gallatin. Several months were spent in negotiations; and on =8

the 24th of December, 1814, a treaty was agreed to am.l mgne%. 3
England the news was received with deep satisfaction; in the Uni of
States, with a delight bordering on madness. Before the terms

settlement could be known, the people broke forth in.umver:-}all J;blllle:: p
Nobody stopped to inquire whether the treaty was good or Ta 3 (}m‘ ;
orable “or dishonorable. The Fedemlistsl found ‘.11Hll.lflllllt rt'asonﬁﬁo ‘
rejoicing that a war which they had persistently opposed as impo .

y srats, s a double huzza,
and unjust, was at an end. The Democrats sent up a =
shouting first for Jackson’s victory and afterward for peace. r

» . v s S Ar s . .ﬂh
could the country well be blamed for rejoicing that a conflict whi ‘

had cost the United States a thousand six hm}drec] and ('1511(‘?'-th1":“
vessels and more than eighteen thousand sailors, was em}e ’ The
war-cloud rolled away like an incubus from the publie mm]i;d wiﬂl
long blockaded, half-rotten shipping of New England was t.lec'n o
flags and streamers, and in one day the dook—yar:(ls were r:nghl ng
the sound ¥ saw and hammer. On the 18th of February t‘ e o
was ratified by the Senate of the United States, and peace was pu 7
roclaimed.
};nd the reception of the news in the United States that the e
Orleans was fought. A telegraph would have saved all that )
There never was a more absurd treaty than that of Ghen

battle of New

T

H 1 O . hetm J
Tt was in the interim between the conclusion of t ty
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only significance was that Great Britain and the United States, having
been at war, agreed to be at peace. Not one of the distinetive issues
to decide which the war had been undertaken was settled or even men-
tioned. Of the impressment of American seamen not a word was said.
The wrongs done to the commerce of the United States were not re-
ferred to. 'The rights of neutral nations were left as undetermined as
before. Of “free trade and sailors’ rights,” which had been the battle-
ery of the American navy, no mention was made. The principal articles
of the compact were devoted to the settlement of unim portant bounda-
ries and the possession of some petty islands in the Bay of Passama-
quoddy, There is little doubht, however, that at the time of the treaty
Great Britain gave the United States a private assurance that impress-
ment and the other wrongs complained of by the Americans should be
practiced no more. For the space of si xty years vessels bearing the flag
of the United States have been secure from such insults as caused the war
of 1812, Another advantage gained by America was the recognition of
her naval power. It was no longer doubtful that American sailors were
the peers in valor and patriotism of any seamen in the world. It was
1o small triumph for the Republic that her flag should henceforth be
honored on every ocean.

At the close of the conflict the country was burdened with a
debt of a hundred million dollars, The monetary affairs of the na-
tion were in a deplorable condition. The charter of the Bank of the
Uhited States expired in 1811, and in the following years the other
banks of the country were obliged to suspend specie payment. The
people were thus deprived of the currency necessary for the transae-
tion of business. Domestic commerce was paralyzed by the want of
money, and foreign trade destroyed by the enemy’s fleet. In the year
after the close of the war a bill was passed by Congress to recharter
the Bank of the United States. The measure being objectionable, the
President interposed his veto; but in the following session the bill
Was again passed in an amended form. The capital was fixed at*thir-
ty-five million dollars, The central banking-house was established at
Philadelphia, and branches were authorized at various other cities,
On the 4th of March, 1817, the new financial institution went into

operation; and the business and credit of the country were therchy
grmtly improved. Meanwhile, the United States had *been engaged
1 a foreign war.

During the conflict with Great Britain the Algerine pirates ree
vewed their depredations on American commerce, As soon as the treaty
of Ghent was concluded the government of the United States ordered

mmodore Decatur, commanding a fleet of nine vessels, to proceed to
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the Mediterranean and chastise the I}arbary sea‘-'ruhl])crs lfml;? 1511111:1:;?131:8
On the 17th of June, Decatur, cruising near (nbn} tar, .L{. sy v,
principal frigate of the Algerine squudrtrn, :.md ait-erl as opi
twenty minutes compelled ;hc J.\liU(frlDi}i slull; tiii;;t:{m:n(z;. e
iratical crew, including the admiral, were killed, {
{)11::31(:(1] f.:‘i(:t; prisnner: On the 19th Def-atur capturei sg:;tl:lir':nagﬂai
bearing twenty guns and a hundred and elgllF me::l. ] ]m"ll i’)i,_,d a
ward l?c sailed into the Bay of Algiers, and dl‘(?tatt‘ to the s,
Yerrified dey the terms of a treaty. The Moorish en:!)erm:—;\ ‘a“ i
release his ‘American prisoners witlh'nut] {'ansn]m,u:((i :;0 1:]()111(1:1.5 ;mericau -
tribute, and to give a pledge that his ships sho " i o
y »n no more.  Decatur next sailed against Tunis and Lripoli,
;:;?;:;ll;mth of these states to give pledges of' good conduFot, f:‘d;_h t; 5:3;
large sums for former violations of internatwnal.la\;': r(:lrwi “
uatil the present the Barbary powers have had a wholesome
- 2 . . .
Amtm"l‘ulllcﬂjﬁ)se of Madison’s troubled admiuistr;.xtmn was &gna%mglii
the admission of Indiana—the smallest (?f thc'“ estern Ssate;s;;n g
Union. The hew commonwealth, admitted in De('cnlx ‘ r, » i “
with an area of nearly thirty-four thousand square miles, anfi umllyg) e
tion of ninety-eight thousand. A(\;ogt the sa{;;)n:u:; \:]':2 nioﬁt it
Colonization Society of the United States. Man) the mist S
ishe in America became members of the a,qsocmtlwn, the obj
EP i;};;(clh“\l\e; L) provide somewhere in the world a refuge for free persons

- " u .
of color. Liberia, on the western coast of Africa, was finally selected

i y { t was
the seat of the proposed colony. A republican éor.m tof' gov lfer:;:znfound
i immi ived in sufficient num
established there, and immigrants arrive e
ishi he capital was named Monrovia, in
a flourishing negro State. T » i
ho, i all of 1816, was elected as Madison’
James Monroe, who, in the fall o 6, ’ ' 45
cessor in the pr,esidency. At the same time Daniel D. Tomplkins of Ni

York was chosen Vice-President.

CHAPTER LII.
MONROE'S ADMINISTRATION.

; N its politit;al principles the new administration was Democrt;txc.stog 8
I policy of Madison was adopted by his successor. Bl;t ke
times. of Madison gave place to many years of almost unbroken peace:

The new President was a native of Virginia; a man of great talents
’

o Was made by the Red men with the

MONROE'S ADMINISTRATION:. 417

accomplishments, He had been a Revolutionary soldier, a mermber of
the House of Representatives ; a senator; governor of Virginia; envoy
to France ; minister to England ; secretary of state under Madison. The
members of the new cabinet were—John Quincy Adams, secretary of state ;
William H. Crawford, secretary of the treasury ; alohn (. Calhoun, secre-
tary of war; William Wirt, attorney-general. The animosities and party
strifes of the previous years were in 2 measure forgotten. Statesmen of all
parties devoted their energies to the payment of the national debt,
a herculean task ; but commerce revived ; the
ally administered ; population increased ;
years the debt was honestly paid.

In the first summer of Monroe’s administration the atte
the United States was directed to the little kingdom of Hayti in the
northern part of St Domingo. Christophe, the sovereign of the
eountry, was anxious to secure from America a recognition of Hay-
tian independence; for he feared that Louis XVIIL, the restored
Bourbon king of F rance, would reclaim Hayti as a part of the French -
empire. The President met the overtures of Christophe with favor, and
a0 agent was sent out in the frigate Congress to conclude a treaty of
commerce with the kingdom. But the Haytian authorities refused to
negotiate with an agent who was not regularly accredited
to an independent state; and the mission 1
appointment,

In September of the same year
eluded with the Indian nations of what was formerly the Northwestern
Territory. The tribes mostly concerned were the Wyandots, Dela-
wares, Senecas, and Shawnees ; but the Chippewas, Ottawas, and Pot-
awattamies were also interested in the treaty. The subject discussed
was the cession, by purchase and otherwise, of various tracts of land,
mostly in Ohio. The Indian title to about four millions of acres, em-
bracing the valley of the Maumee, was extinguished by the payment
10 the tribes concerned of fourteen thousand dollars in eash,
this, the Delawares were to rece
while to the Wyandots, Se
teed the payment of te
Chippewa;-; and Pottawatt

ree hundred dollars
amounting in the

It was
government was economic-
wealth flowed in ; and in a few

ntion of

as a minister
esulted in failure and dis-

an impm'iunt. treaty was con-

Besides
ive an annuity of five hundred doliars;
necas, Shawnees and Ottawas was guaran-
n thousand dollars annually forever, The
amies received an annuity of three thousand
for fifteen years. A reservation of certain tracts,
aggregate to about three hundred thousand acres,
g approval of the government, For
1t was believed that the Indians, living in small districts surrounded
with Am%rican farms and villages, would abandol barbarism for the




