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CHAPTER XLVIIL
ADAMS'S ADMINISTRATION, 1797-180L

sident of the United States, was born in
tts, October 19th, 1735. He was &
ot Henry Adams who, emigrating from Great .Bl'lt-
America a family made famous by many ll-lus-
trions names. Eight
sons of the elder
Adams settled around
Massachusetts Bay,
the grandfather of the
President in that part
of Braintree after-
wards called Quiney.
The father of John

Adams was a Puritan

OHN ADAMS, second Pre
the town of Braintree, Massachuse
great-grandson of th
ain in 1640, founded in

deacon, a selectman |

of the town, a farmer
of small means, and &
shoemaker. The son <
received a classical ed=
ucation, being gradu-
ated at the age of
twenty from Harvard
College. For a while
he taught school, but
finding that vocation
g S to be, as he expressed

. : : 5 & r QW In
it, a school of affliction, he turned his attention to the study of law.
this profession he soon became eminent, removed to Boston, engaged
jer country, and was

with great zeal in the controversy with the motl : .
- ble leader of public opinion. From this

nd both in his native
He was a member of
Declaration of Indes
as its chief defender.

quickly recognized as an a
time forth his services were in constant dema
State and in the several colonial Congresses.

the celebrated committee appointed to draft the
pendence, and in the debates on that instrument w
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During the last years of the Revolution Le served his country as
ambassader to France, Holland, and Great Britain, being the first
minister to that country after the recognition of American independ-
ence, From this important station he returned in 1788, and was soon
afterwards elected Vice-President under the new frame of government,
After serving in this office for eight years, he was chosen as the suc-
cessor of Washington.

On the 4th of March, 1797, President Adams was inaugurated.
From the beginning his administration was embarrassed by a power-
ful and well-organized opposition. Adet, the French minister, made
inflammatory appeals to the people, and urged the government to
conclude a league with France against Great Britain, When the
President and Congress stood firmly on the doctrine of neutrality,
the French Directory grew insolent, and began fo demand an alli-
ance. The treaty which Mr, Jay had concluded with England was
especially complained of by the partisans of France. On the 10th
of March the Directory issued instructions to French men-of-war to
assail the commerce of the United States. Soon afterward Mr. Pinck-
ney, the American minister, was ordered to leave the territory of
France, :

These proceedings were equivalent to a declaration of war. The
President convened Congress in extraordinary session, and measures
were devised for repelling the aggressions of the French. Elbridge
Gerry and John Marshall were directed to join Mr. Pinckney in a
final effort for a peaceable adjustment of the difficulties. But the
effort was fruitless. The Directory of France refused to receive the
ambassadors except upon condition that they woald pledge the pay-
mf!nt into the French treasury of a quarter of a million of dollars,
Pl'nckney answered with the declaration that the United States had
millions for defence, but not a centofor tribute. The envoys were then

* . ordered to leave the country ; but Gerry, who was an anti-Federalist,

Was permitted to remain. These events occupied the summer and fall
of 1797,

In the beginning of the next year an act was passed by Con-
gress completing the organization of the army. Washington was called
from .the retirement of his old age and appointed commander-in-chief,
]'Jarmlton was chosen first major-general. A navy of six frigates, be-
sides privateers, had been provided for at the session of the previous
year; and a national loan had been authorized. The patriotism of
the people was thoroughly aroused ; the treaties with France were de-

void, and vigorous preparations were made for the impending
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war. The American frigates put to sea, and in the summer and fall
of 1799 did good service for the commerce of the country.s Commo-
dore Truxtun, in the ship Constellation, won distinguished honors. On
the 9th of February, while cruising in- the West Indies, he attacked
the Tnsurgent, a French man-of-war carrying forty guns and more than
four hundred seamen. A desperate engagement ensued ; and Truxtun,
though inferior in cannons and men, gained a complete vietory. A
year later he overtook another frigate, called the Vengeance, and after
a five hours’ hattle in the night would have captured his antagonist
but for a storm and the darkness. These events added greatly to the
renown of the American flag.
The organization of the provisional army was soon completed.
The commander-in-chief repaired to Philadelphia and remained five
weeks with Generals Hamilton and Pinckney, superintending the
work. Such measures were taken as were deemed adequate to the
defence of the nation, and then Washington retired to Mount Ver-
non, leaving the greater part of the responsibility to be borne by
Hamilton. The news of these warlike proceedings was soon carried
to France, and the shrewd Talleyrand, minister of foreign affairs for
the French republic, seeing that his dismissal of Mr. Monroe and
General Pinckney had given mortal offence to the American people,
managed to signify to Vans Murray, ambassador of the United States
to Holland, that if President Adams would send another minister to
Paris he would be cordially received. Murray immediately transmit-
ted this hint to the President, who caugnt eagerly at this opportunity
to extricate the country from apprehended war. On the 18th of Feb-
ruary he transmitted a message to the Senate nominating Mr. Murray
himself as minister plenipotentiary to the French republic. The nom-
ination was confirmed, and the ambassador was authorized to proceed at
once to France. Tt was also agreed by the Senate that two other per-
sons should be added to the embassy; and Oliver Ellsworth and Will-
iam R. Davie were accordingly commissioned to proceed to Amsterdam
and join Murray in his important mission to the French capital.
Meanwhile, Napoleon Bonaparte had overthrown the Directory
of France and made himself first consul of the republic. More wise
and politic than his associates in the government, he immediately
sought peace with the the United States. For he saw clearly enough
that the impending war would, if prosecuted, inevitably result in an
alliance between America and England—a thing most unfavorable to
the interests of France. He was also confident that peaceful overtures
on his part would be met with favor. The three American ambassas
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flors—-—Mur.ray, Ellsworth ‘and Davie—reachegd Paris, after many delays
in th.e beginning of March, 1800. Negotiations were at once opened’
and, in the following September, were happily terminated with a treat ;
of peace. In all his relations with the United States Napoleon acted thi
part of a consistent and honorable rulers
Before the war-cloud was scattered America was cal

the Toss of Washington. On the 14th of December, 17990aalfet§r taon {3?1111;
of only a day, the venerated chieftain passed from among ,the living, All
l.learts were touched with sorrow. The people put on the garb of Ii.ourn-
ing. Congress went in funeral procession to the German Lutheran church
where G:reneral Henry Lee, the personal friend of Washington delivered,
a touching and eloquent oration, Throughout the civilized ,World the
.memory of the great dead was honored with appropriate ceremonies. To
the legl.ons of: France the event was announced by Bonaparte who. aid
8 l.)eautzf.ul tribute to the virtues of “the warrior, the Iegis]at,or andpt.he
citizen without reproach.”  As the body of Washington was laid in the
se.pulchre, the voice of partisan malignity that had not hesitated to assail
his name was hushed into everlasting silence; and the world with un-
covered head agreed wi'th Lord Byron in declaring the illustrious dead to
have been among warziors, statesmen and patriots

#—— The first, the last, the best,
TeE CINCIENATUS o¥F~raE WEST.”

The administration of Adams and the cighteenth century drew to a
elose mgethfar. In spite of domestic lissensions and foreign alarms, the
Dew republic was growing strong and influential. The census of {800
?howed that the population of the souniry, including the black men, had
i;llzreased to over five millions. The seventy-five post-offices reporte,d by
2 ti‘etzsu: o}f 179(-) had been multiplied to nine hundred and three; the
m{:; ty of t e.IIlJ.mted States had grown from twenty millions to nearly
ik ;rlie I]nl ions of dollars. The permanency of the Constitution as
- ofplg():)e élw of the land was now cheerfully recognized. In Decem-
gl ;mgiress fo? the ﬁr's.t t{m.e assembled in Washington city, the
Unitedpsta te:tht e _nat..lonﬁ 'Vlrgmi?; and Maryland had ceded to the
i e District of Columbia, a tract ten miles square lying on
i to(:; 3 t1(38 Potomac; b-ut the-part given by Virginia was afterward
" ] ha tatta. The city wh.mh was designed as the seat of govern-
. Was laid out in 1792; and in 1800 the population numbered be-

een Ve;;jg}};t and nine thousand,
4 1t. prudent management and unanimity the Federal pa i
Ve retained control of the yovernment, Buty there were digs;Zi:)?J;g]i]rf
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Mr. Adams’s cabinet. Much of the recent legislation of Congress had
been unwise and unpopular. The alien law, by which the President was
authorized to send out of the country any foreigners whose presence
should be considered prejudicial to the interests of the United States, was
The sedition 4aw, which punished with fine and im-
speech and of the press when directed abusively
against the government, was denounced by the opposition as an act of
tyranny. = Partisan excitement ran high. Mr. Adams and Mr. Charles
C. Pinckney were put forward as the candidates of the Federalists, and

Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr of the Republicans or Democrats. The
In the electoral college Jefferson and Burr each

specially odious.
prisonment the freedom of

Jatter were triumphant.

received seventy-three votes; Adams, sixty-five; and Pinckney, sixty-four.
In order to decide between the Democratic candidates, the election was re-
forred to the House of Representatives. After thirty-five ballotings, the
choice fell on Jefferson; and Burr, who was now second on the list, was
declared Vice-President. After controlling the government for twelve
years, the Federal party passed from power, never to be restored.

CHAPTER XLVIIL

JEFFERSON'S ADMINISTRATION, 1801-1809.

HOMAS JEFFERSON was born in the county of Albemarle,

"Virginia, on the 2d of April, 1743. Of his ancestry, history has
preserved no record other than the name of his father, Colonel Peter
Jefferson, a man noted for native abilities and force of character. The
con found excellent advantages of early training in the private school
of an exiled Scottish clergyman, and afterwards completed his educa-
tion at William and Mary College. He then entered upon the study

of law, and soon rose to distinetion, Like his predecessor in the pres-

idential office, he became in his early manhood deeply absorbed in the
controversy with the mother country, and by his radical views in the
House of Burgesses contributed much to fix forever the sen
that body against the arbitrary measures of the English ministry.

timents of

. From the councils of his native State Jefferson was soon called

to the councils of the nation. His coming was anxiously awaited in
the famous Congress of 1776 ; for his fame as a thinker and a demo-
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erat hat]. precgded him. To his pen and brain the almost exclusiy
authorship f'f the great Declaration must be awarded ..Dur'(‘llwl\e
struggles uf.t.hc Revolution he was among the most ant.inwuiq}:!-]T 't ILI.
uncompromising of the patriot leaders. After the war e l'( o
was sent abroad with . o i
Adams and Franklin '

to negotiate treaties

of amity and com-

merce with the Eu-

ropean nations, and

was then appointed

minister plenipoten-

tiary of the new

Republic to France.

From this high trust

he was recalled to

become secretary * of

state under Wash-

ington; in 1796 was

_ elected Vice-Presi-

dent, and in 1800
President of the
United States, The
American decimal
System of coinage,
.the statute for relig- :
l‘t;l‘ls 'f;‘ieedom, the Dec’lamtion of Independence, the University of
dn::li'ﬁ':ls z:),ft;:;i fglllcl.c.presldcncy of the Union are the immutable foun-
- }:i&tfthiﬁ beginning of his administration Mr. Jefferson transferred

ief o ces.of the government to members of the Democratic
E::g'r E[ﬁlst }}:}(Jltcy h‘adl in some measure l':(-‘.vn adopted by his prede-
justiﬁéd e pl‘;l}l](}lp e ﬂwals now mad_o universal, Such action was
g ay i e lar Q'I:(::[]tb of the l’rc::u'deut on the ground that the
ol m}i)t: ; 1(:1 \w!ll be best administered when the officers hold
A [:}(:e -f:dt sultn.nent.-;. One of the first acts of Congress was
i andS}ﬂs 01;1 of internal revenues. The unpopular laws against
e 1 o 10:_ reedom (‘)f' the press were also repealed. But the
. rial legislation of Jefferson’s first term was most important of

THOMAS JEFFERSON.

In the year 1800 a line was drawn through the North-west
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Territory from the mouth of the Great Miami River to Fort Recovery,
and thence to Canada. Two years afterward the country east of this
line was erected into the State of Ohio and admitted into the Union.
The portion west of the line, embracing the present States of Indi-
ana, Illinois, Wisconsin and a part of Michigan, was organized under
the name of THE INpIANA TERRITORY. Vincennes was the capital;
and General William Henry Harrison received the appointment of
governor. About the same time the organization of THE MISSISSIPPI
TERRITORY, extending from the western limits of Georgia to the great
river, was completed. Thus another grand and fertile district of a
hundred thousand square miles was reclaimed from barbarism.

More important still was the purchase of Louisiana. In 1800
Napoleon had compelled Spain to make a secret cession of this vast
territory to France. The First Consul then prepared to send an army
to New Orleans for the purpose of establishing his authority. But
the government of the United States remonstrated against such a pro-
ceeding; France was threatened with multiplied wars at home; and
Bonaparte, seeing the difficulty of maintaining a colonial empire at 50
great a distance, authorized his minister to dispose of Louisiana by
gale. The President appointed Mr. Livingston and James Monroe
to negotiate the purchase. On the 30th of April, 1803, the terms of
transfer were agreed on by the agents of the two nations; and for the
sum of eleven million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, Louisi-
ana was ceded to the United States® In another convention, which
was signed on the same day, it was agreed that the government of
the United States should assume the payment of certain debts due
from France to American citizens; but the sum thus assumed should
not, inclusive of interest, exceed three million seven hundred and fifty
thousand dollars. Thus did the vast domain west of the Mississippi,
embracing an area of more than a million square miles, pass under

the dominion of the United States.

Four nations—France, the United States, Great Britain, and
Spain — were concerned in determining the boundaries of the ceded
territory. In regard to the eastern limit, all were agreed that it
should be the Mississippi from its source to the thirty-first parallel
of latitude. - On the south-east the boundary claimed by the United
States, Great Britain, and France, was the thirty-first parallel from

the Mississippi to the ;\ppﬂlm-hicnla, and down that river to the Gulf.
# Bonaparte accepted in payment six per cent. bonds of the United States, payable

fifteen years after date. He also agreed not to sell the bonds at such a price a8 woul
degrade the credit of the American government.

OO IVINOLIEEHET HHL 40 NOILVEADOVNI
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From this line, however, Spain dissented, claiming the Iberville and
Lakes Ma'urepas and Pontchartrain as the true limit between Louisi-
ana and her possessions in West Florida ; but she was obliged, after
fruitlessly protesting, to yield to the decision of her rivals, On the
south, by the consent of all, the boundary was the Gulf of Mexico as
far west as the mouth of the Sabine, The south-western limit was
established along the last named river as far as the thirty-first paral-
lel; thence due north to Red River; up that stream to the one-hun-
dredth meridian from Greenwich ; thence north again to the Arkan-
a08; thence with that river to the mountains ; and thence north with
the mountain chain to the forty-second parallel of latitude. Thus far
all four of the nations were agreed. But the United States, Great
Britain, and France—again coinciding—elaimed the extension of the
boundary along the forty-second, parallel to the Pacific Ocean ; and to
this-extension Spain, for several years, refused her assent; but in the
treaty of 1819 her objections were formally withdrawn., In fixing the
northern boundary only the United States and Great Britain were
concerned ; and the forty-ninth parallel from the Lake of the Woods
to the Pacific was established as the international line.*

The purchase of Louisiana was the greatest event of Jefferson’s
administration. Out of the southern portion of the new acquisition
the TERRITORY OF ORLEANS was organized, with the same limits as
the present State of Louisiana ; the rest of the vast tract coutinued
to be called THE TERRITORY OF LouistaNA. The possession of the
Mississippi was no longer a matter of dispute. Very justly did Mr.
Livingston say to the French minister ag they arose from signing the
treaty: “We have lived long, but this is the noblest work of our
whole lives,”

Two years previous to these events John Marshall had been
nominated and confirmed as chief-justice of the United States. His
ppointment marks an epoch in the history of the country, In the
eolopial times the English constitution and common law had pre-

#8ee Map VII. The discussion of the boundaries of Louisiana is thus fully given
use of the many Slatements, needlessly contradictory, which have been made on

® ﬂslbject. Between the years 1803 and 1819 there was some ground for controversy,
8ince the latter date none whatever—except as to the northern line. For all the

; tendi!ig to elucidate the subject, see American State I pers; topies: Treaty of
Ans, 17635 Definitive Treaty between Great Britain and the United States, 1783 ; Teat
of the Lonisiana Cession, 1803; Boundary Conventions between the United States and
Great Britain, 1818 ang 1846; Treaty of Washir®ton, 1819, See also Walker's Statis-
Jﬂas.qﬂhe United Stutes ; stibject: Areas and Political Divisions, pp. 2 and 3; and

the Americq, Cyelopadia ; article : Louisiana,
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iled i ica, and judicial decisions were lmsr:'d erfr']usively on
B il i Enclish courts, When, in 1789, the new
;t l‘n-::u-ne necessary to modify to a certain
ydapt them to the al-
tered theory of gov-
ernment. In some
measure this great
work was undertak-
en by Chief-Justice
Jay; but he was a
great statesman Tra=
ther than a great
judge. It l‘t‘lll'd.il.led
for Chief-Justice
Marshall to estab-
lish on a firm and

precedents established in
ic was organized,

republic was’org b e

extent the principles of jurisprudence a

enduring basis the
noble structure of
American law. For
thirty-five years he
remained in his high
office, bequeathing
to after times a great
number of valuable
decisions, in which
the principles of the
nited States are set forth with unvarying clear=

CHIEF-JUSTICE MARSHALL.

2

jurisprudence of the U

s and invincible logie. ; . 2t o

. The Mediterranean pirates still annoyed American n‘l\}utl -

- -;- . ; - : ». -] L o '10 -

All of the Barbary States—as the Moorish kingdoms of 1 ml o
of the Barbary States—as e,

i called—had adopted the plan of extorting .mmn.l e
fron arle 1“ | \n nations, The emperors of Morocco, Algie o
he European nations. i e
f'Ir‘n'm lt“i l specially arrogant. In 1803 the government 0 to

ripoli became especially arrog ‘ ShE
U '[tcd States despatched Commodore Preble to the Medi Th.e 3
nited States despatche . brefhine. 3,
i vommerce and punish the hostile powers . :
protect American co e e R
ament proceeded first against Morocco; bu 1 | _;: e
g : inbridee, was sent directly to Tripoll.
‘aptain Bainbridge, was sent directl) . r
anded by Captain Bain : - o ripo
oo ' -tinl-ttinn Bainbridge gave chase to a pirate \\h‘ o
] d il s : = 4 . { " :
rtvr,iv-s of the harbor. The Philadelphia,
et ar the shore, became unmanages

nearing his de
for safety to the ba il
ursuit, ran upon a reef of rocks near
. i »d by the Tripolitans.
able, and was captured by

The crew and officers = 'bhge! Yusef, alarmed at the
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were taken ; the latter were treated with some respect, but the former
were enslaved. The emperor Yusef and his barbarous subjects were
greatly elated at their unexpected success.

In the following February Captain Decatur recaptured the Phil-
adelphia in a marvelous manner,

Sailing from Sicily in a small ves-
gel called the Tnirepid, he came at nightfall in sight of the harbor of

Tripoli, where the Philadelphia was moored. The Intrepid, being a
Moorish ship which the American flect had captured, was either un-
#een or unsuspected by the Tripolitans. As darkness settled on the
#ea, Decatur steered his course into the harbor, slipped alongside of
the Philadelphia, lashed the two ships together, sprang on deck with

"~ his daring crew of only seventy-four men, and killed or drove over-
board every Moor on the vessel. In a moment the frigate was fired,
for it was the purpose to destroy her; then Decatur and his men, es-
caping from the flames, returned to the Intrepid and sailed out of the
barbor amid a storm of balls from the Tripolitan batteries, Not g
man of Decatur’s gallant band was lost, and only four were wounded,
In the last of July, 1804, Commodore Preble arrived with his

fleet at Tripoli and began a blockade and siege which lasted till the
following spring. The town was frequently bombarded, and several
Moorish vessels were destroyed ; but not even the pounding of Amer-
iean cannon-balls was sufficient to bring Yusef to terms.
time, however, it was ascertained th
elder brother, the deposed sovereign of Tripoli, might be secured to
aid in reducing the barbarians to submission. Hamet was at this time
in Upper Egypt, commanding an army of Mamelukes in a war against

the Turks. To him General William Eaton, the: American consul at
Tunis, was despate

hed with proposals of an alliance against the usurp-
ing Yusef. Hamet eagerly accepted the overture, and furnished Gen-
eral Eaton with a fine body of Arab cavalry and seventy Greek soldiers.
With this force the American commander set out from Alexandria on
the 5th of March, 1805. He traversed the Desert of Barca for a thou-
8and miles, and on the 25th of A
eastern sea-ports. Yusef himself was

pril reached Derne, one of Yusef’s
already approaching with an

army; and General Eaton found it necessary to storm the town. A

division of the American fieet arrived in the harbor at the fortunate

moment and aided in the work. The place was gallantly carried.

The assaulting co

Tripolitan rebels,

lumn was made up of Arab cavalry, Greek infantry,
8nd Stripes never be

In the mean-
at the services of Hamet, Yusef’s

and American sailors serving on land! The Stars
fore or since waved over so motley an assem-
dangers which menaced him by sea




832 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

-

and land, made hasty overtures for peace. His offers were accepted by M.
Lear, the American consul-general for the Barbary States; and a treaty
was concluded on the 4theof June, 1805.% For several years thereafter
the flag of the United States was respected in the Mediterranean,

In the summer of 1804 the country was shocked by the intell gence
that Vice-President Burr had killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel. As
the first term of Mr. Jefferson drew to a close, Burr foresaw that the
President would be renominated, and that he himself would nof be re«
nominated. Still, he had his eye on the presidency, and was determined
not to be baffled, He therefore, while holding the office of Vice-Presi-
dent, became a candidate for governor of New York. From that posi-
tion he would pass to the presidency at the close of Jefferson’s second
term. But Hamilton's powerful influence in New York prevented Burr’s
election ; and his presidential ambition received a stunning blow. Frém
that day he determined to kill the man whom he pretended to regard as
the destroyer of his hopes. He accordingly sought a quarrel with Hamil-
ton; challenged him; met him at Wechawken, opposite New York, on
he 11th of July, and deliberately murdered him ; for

the morning of t
to face with

Hamilton had tried to avoid the challenge, and when face
his antagonist refused to fire. Thus under the savage and abominable
custom of dueling the brightest intellect in America was put out in
darkness.

In the autumn of 1804 Jefferson was re-elected President. For
Vice-President Ggorge Clinton of New York was chosen in place of
Burr. In the following year that part of the North-western Territory
called Wayne county was organized under a separate territorial govern=
ment with the name of MicaIGAN. In the same spring, Captains Lewis
and Clarke, acting under orders of the President, set out from the falls
of the Missouri River with a party of thirty-five soldiers and hunters 10
eross the Rocky Mountains and explore Oregon. Not until November
did they reach their destination. For two years, through forests of gigantio
pines, along the banks of unknown rivers and down to the shores of the
Pacific, did they continue their explorations. After wandering among
unheard-of tribes of barbarians, encountering grizzly bears more ferocious
than Bengal tigers, escaping perils by forest and flood, and traversing &
soute of six thousand miles, the hardy adventurers, with the loss of but
one man, returned to civilization, bringing new ideas of the vast domains

of the West.

% Tt is & matter of astonishment that Lear agreed to pay Yusef sixty thonsand dollara
for the liberation of American slaves: their liberation ought to have been e

and might have been if Lear had gaid o

e

N"W’aner Bonay
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L Af;:er the dea:th of Hamilton, Burr fled from popular indignation
= soug }:, refuge in the South. At the opening of the next session of
thenég;esis t-e retum_ed to the capital, and presided over the Senate until
; pu‘: ion of his term of office. Then he"delivered his valedictory
:;:1 tot e.:}Vcst, aInd, after traveling through several States, took up h'i.;
encé with an Irish exile named Harman Bl ‘
el _ n Blannerhassett, who had
: t a splendid mansion on an island i i
. in the Oh
i:;t below t'l;Ie m(l)llth of the Muskingum. Here Burr made a wickle?l,
treasonable scheme against the peace and happines
( & ! ] ppiness of the country,
g;s plan fr:'as to raise a sufficient military force, invade Mexico, wrest ﬂ:gt’t
thenérg. m tl:\e ?panmi;ds, detach the Western and Southern States from
ion, make himself dictator of a South-wester i ‘
outh-western empire, and per
:{l:bverr; the} government of the United States, For twoI ye::rin ;:o Il):lljl(:g
sperfect his plans. But his pur ’ . o
ks, ! 8 purposes were suspected. In la
with a proclamation of the Presid litary mposs:
ent, the military preparations
nerhassett’s Island were broken i e T e
up; and in February of 1807 Burr hi
. im-
:elf Wasfarrested in ‘A'labama. and taken to Richmond to be tried on a
mhargedu ctzd tl}'e.asou. Chief-Justice Marshall presided at the trial, and Burr
B i defen?c. The verdict was, “ Not guilty, for want of
| hl: ﬂ}::(‘loc{»‘f. But his escape was so narrow that under an assumed
sumllﬂmeed S m;(t)m th; lcountry. Returning a few years afterward, he re-
i ice of law in New York, liv ex
died alone in abject poverty. T
. Du'rmg Jefferson’s second administration the country was con-
y aﬁtl:a?ed %)y the 1aggressions of the British navy on American com-
Inmorder tDg an( ;a.nd France were engaged in deadly and continuous war,
.y blowcr:f;{}j eltlle Tesources of their enemy, the British authorities
o a;q er blow against the trade between France and foreign
: t,ﬂle Napoleon retaliated with equal energy and vindictiveness
Wmo b tcgnll'mﬁrce of Great Britain. The measures adopted by the
e ol xht e form of blockade—that is, the surrounding of each
ghine 1;3 with men-of-war to prevent the ingress and egress of neutral
Yy such means the commerce of the United States, whi
BrOWn vast and valuable while the European nati e g “h'wh s
g‘reat]yIinjum] ey pean nations were fighting, was
n
e }ii[zgl l(j(f; 18016)'»9 England declared the whole coast of France from
0 y fons b
e In a state of blockade. Neutral nations had no
amw?lzed.n - 1y erican vessels, approaching the French ports, were
e muemned as prizes ; all this, too, while the harbors of France
ually, but only declared to be, blockaded. In the following

= parte issued a decree blnckading the British isles, Again
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.
the unsuspecting merchantmen of the United States were subjected to
seizure, this time by the cruisers of France. In January of the next
year the government of Great Britain retaliated by an act prohibiting
the French coasting-trade. Every one of these measures was in fla-
grant violations of the laws of nations. The belligerent powers had
no right to take such steps toward each other; as to neutral States,
their rights were utterly disregarded ; and the nation that suffered
most was the United States.
In addition to these causes of complaint an old crime against
international law had, in the mean time, been revived by the Eng-
lish government, to the great distress of American commerce. At the
outbreak of the French and Indian War George IL had issued an edict
forbidding the vessels of neutral nations to trade with the colonies of
France or the provinces of any other country with which Great Brjt-
ain might be at war. The offences committed under the authority of
this arbitrary decree, which was known as THE RULE OF 1756, had
been greatly injurious to the commerce of the colonies, and during
Washington’s administration had oceasioned many complaints and re-
monstrances. But in June of 1801, in a treaty between Great Britain
and Russia, the former government assented to such a modification of
the Rule as rendered it comparatively harmless, The effect of this
modification was exceedingly beneficial fo neutral nations, especially
to America. Between the years 1803 and 1806 the foreign carrying-
trade of the United States was increased nearly fivefold, while that of
England fell off in a nearly corresponding ratio. Vexed and morti-
fied at this result, and caring little for justice if the supremacy of the
British merchant-marine could be maintained, the ministry, in the
summer of 1805, revived the old edict in full force, and impudently
asserted that it was a part of the law of nations! The result, as had
been clearly foreseen by the English lords of trade who contrived the
measure, was that American merchantmen trading largely with the
dependencies of France and Spain, were driven from the ocean, and
the commerce of the United States shrank suddenly into insignifi=

cance.
Finally Great Britain aggravated her injustice by a still more

arrogant and unwarrantable procedure. The English theory of citi= .

zenship is, that whoever is born in England remains through life &
subject of the British Empire. The privilege of an Englishman to
expatriate himself—that is, the right to go abroad, to throw off his
allegiance to the British crown, and to assume the obligations of citi-
zenship in another nation—is absolutely denied. Under this iron rule
of “once an Englishman, always an Englishman,” the British cruisers
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were from time to time authorized to search American vessels and to
tf';ke therefrom all persons suspected of heing subjects of Grcat Brit
gin. One of the chief objects had in view in this inic u‘itnu-s busi - :
was to_ prevent the emigration of the Irish to the Unitf[:d qt:‘xte‘ M;.'(;Sb
impulsive sons of the Emerald Isle, hearing of the free inst?tutih' 1;
l’;oundless prospects of America, were ﬂo'(-.king hit’ll& i;l grea(;;ni::;
azas,ll?;j(f:;](i:li;g “;:,M be‘ dc.m.e .‘to stop the movement, George 1IL
: : therefore marshaled forth their despotic theory of cit-
izenship and set it up like a death’s-head at every port of th(.'yB itisl
Isles. Inasmuch as every Irishman or Scotchman who vcut.ur-i; e
_ bmu'r! an American vessel would expose himself to the peril of s%" .
and impressment, it was, with good reason, believed tl.jh’-lt not m'um:
would take the fearful risk. And the apprehensi(ms: of tilL‘ emi "']-d“t.l
were well founded ; for all those who had the misfortune to .l)et‘)":\tl*1
ta.lken at sea were, without inquiry, impressed as nmrines-in the Eluh
lish nayy. To crowd the decks of their men-of-war with uuwilli]rg-
re.crmts, torn from home and friends, was the end which the Briti:ig
lfmg and ministry were willing to reach at whatever saériﬁce of x )
ilt\.mstl lhonor. Finn][y to these general wrongs was added a Sl'leciill :12;
higﬁ:;te;l)ti:&c}nch kindled the indignation of the Americans to the
. 99 ;
Qo 7 o st e i
o atled o » bay of the same name, was approached by a
isil;l 1% man-of-war, called the Leopard. The frigate was hailed ; Brit-
B . i s ] e Gt i
to search the vessel for deserters ’T} 1 bl 6’" “_““l‘e s
R f rs. The (emal.u[ was indignantly re-
o L ﬂ;c _;(,”(::; :{Ietlon. lE’:.ut beffn‘e the guns could be
e wn(.,d : ha 1‘ rl. poured in several destructive broad-
e pe g m?rn.m er. Four men were taken from the
f‘mll tl}m ship, three of whom proved to be American citizens; the
oﬂi:(. l: :‘l‘]:l; ;::;ﬂ::; a(-.EF}::] deserter, was tri(;d by th.u British naval
i (,fl”T, I m] gﬂ\'(‘l‘]]lll(}l‘lt of (xreat. Britain disavowed
oy ¢ #opard,-and promised reparation; but the prom-
; r fulfilled.
e ’(]-;fl‘“i\,:ll)[.r(::d;l:tt(,ﬂt“m}{l]e.iTl.md a pruc]uvm:atinn‘ﬁnrl;idding British
iy .r : 16 |7‘11 u‘:)rs of'lt]m United States. Still, there
it F‘\m,u, ‘.uuxnn the) .-.I'st of Do.‘v('fmhur Congress passed tle
i detaim,;i i,; ttlr_-o Acr. By |t.~; provisions all American vessels
e e ports of the U ﬂ.l&"d States. The object was, by
g Ol commercial intercourse with France and Great Britain. t
compel them to recognize the rights of Americ i of i
ghts of American neutrality. But the
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as of little avail; and after fourteen months the emb':ujg}(:
el Meanwhile, in November of 1808, the Bl‘ltlS.
' vions, proceedings by issuing an © ord::r in
er allies. And Napo-
n decree,” forbidding
Between these outra=

measur
*
act was repealed.
id all pre
overnment outdid a proc
iti : e g 1
guuncil » prohibiting all trade with France “1111&]]1
: A . * 5 \ A
issued his famous “ Mila
leon, not to be outdone, issued his i
all commerce with England and her colo 5. i
eous acts of foreign nations and the Ameunand t. fgg,'{ S
ilerce of the United States was well-nigh crushe oub1 e
: - ; s
While the country was distracted with these troubles

o ture development of
the nation. It was
of the first impor-
tance to the people
of the inland States
that their great riv-
ers should be enliv-
ened with rapid and
regular navigation,
This, without the ap-
plication of steam,
was impossible ; and
this Fulton success-
fully accomplished.
Indeed, the steam-
boat was the harbin-
ger of a new era in
civilization, Fulton
was an Irishman by
descent and a Penn=

sylvanian by birth. His education was meagre and. mllplerlfl'(.act. f%il;
his boyhood he became a painter of miniatures at’Phlla.c elp Bm... g
friends sent him to London to receive instruction from :}I:_laﬁm
West; but his tastes led him to the useful rather than t‘o‘ .
arts. From London he went to Paris, where he.hcvame .uquect v
with Chancellor Livingston; and there 'he f:uncen’ed thc: pmg) k'
applying steam to the purposes of navlgatlon.. ?e::l!;;:?gr e
York, he began the construetion of a steamboat in Fas :

ROBERT FULTON.

idi casure
* The embargo act was the subject of much ridicule. The opponents of the m
spelling the word backward, called it the O Grab me act.
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the ungainly craft was completed and brought around to the Jersey
side of the city, Fulton invited his friends to go on board and enjoy
a trip to Albany. - It was the 2d of September, 1807. The incredu-
lous crowds stood staring on the shore. The word was given, and the
boat did not move. Fulton went below. Again the word was given,
and this time the boat moved. On the next day the happy company
reached Albany. For many years this first rude steamer, called the
Clermont, plied the Hudson. The old methods of river navigation
were revolutionized.

But the inventive genius of Fulton was by no means satisfied

. with the great achievement, For years his thoughts had been busy

with another project which was considered by himself of greater value

and importance to the future interests of man kind than the steamboat.
His object was to produce some kind of an engine, so destructive to
ships as to banish naval warfare by making it possible Jor any ong to
destroy the most formidable vessels which could be constructed. F inally
his plans were matured, and the result was the invention of that sub-
marine bomb, called ThE TorPEDO, which has played so important a
part in the bay and river battles of modern times. This terrible ma-
chine is as distinetly and certainly the fruit of Fu
steam navigation itself; but the result has hardly met the expectations
of the inventor. As early as 1804, having completed the invention at
Pagis, he offered it successively to the governments of France, Hol-
land, and Great Britain ; but neither nation would accept the patron-
age of so dangerous an engine. 1In England a public demonstration
of its destructive effects was given in the presence of British states-
men and men of science.* On the 15th of October, in Walmer Roads,
within sight of the residence of W illiam Pitt, the Danish brig Doro-
thea, which had been given by the government for that purpose, was
blown to atoms on the first trial. But, although the success of the
torpedo was manifest, the English ministry refused to accept the in-
vention on the ground that Great Britain » already mistress of the seas,
did not need torpedoes, and that their use by other nations would de-
stroy her supremacy. Logic of habitual selfishness! In 1807, and
again in 1810, Fulton offered his invention to the United States, and
in the latter year received an appropriation of five thousand dollars '
for further experiments, Such was the terror inspired by the torpedo
‘that, although it was not very successfully used in the war that ensued,

the British cruisers were notabl y shy of the American coast, and many

& 8ea-port town was saved from destruction.
* Colonel Congreve, inventor of the Congreve Rocket,”

Iton’s brain as is

was present on the occasion.




