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coln’s arrival the siege was prosecuted with great vigor. The city was
bombarded wellnigh to destruction; the people were driven into the
cellars, and dared not venture forth on peril of their lives. But the
British defences remained unshaken. At last the impatient I’Estaing
notified Lincoln that the city must be stormed or the siege abandoned.
The former course was preferred. On the 8th of October a conference
was held, and it was determined to make the assault at daylight on the
following morning.

Accordingly, an hour before sunrise the allies advanced against the
redoubts of the British. The attack was made irregularly, but with great
vehemence; the defence, with desperate determination. The struggle
around the ramparts was brief but furious. At one time it seemed that
the works would be carried. The French and the patriots mounted the
parapet and planted the flags of Carolina and France. But the emblems

of victory, with those who bore them, were hurled into the dust. Here .

the brave Sergeant Jasper, the hero of Fort Moultrie, fell to rise no more.
After an hour of the most gallant fighting, the allied columns were shat-
tered and driven back with fearful losses. D’Estaing was twice wounded.
The noble Pulaski was struck with a grape-shot and borne dying from the
fild. The repulse was complete, humiliating, disastrous. D’Estaing re-
tired with his men on board the fleet and sailed for France, Lincoln
with the remnants of his army retreated to Charleston,

. While the siege of Savannah was progressing, the American arms
were made famous on the ocean. On the 23d of September Paul Jones,
cruising off the coast of Scotland with a flotilla of French and American
vessels, fell in with a fleet of British merchantmen, convoyed by two
men-of-war. The battle that ensued was bloody beyond precedent in
naval warfare. For an hour and a half the Serapis, a British frigate of
forty-four guns, engaged the Poor Richard* within musket-shot. Then
the vessels, both in a sinking condition, were run alongside and lashed
together. The marines fought with the fury of madmen until the Serapis
struck her colors. Jones hastily transferred his men to the conquered
ship, and the Poor Richard went down. The remaining British vessel
was also attacked and captured. So desperate was the engagement that of
the three hundred and seventy-five men on board the fleet of Jones three
hundred were either killed or wounded.

So closed the year 1779. The colonies were not yet free. The
French alliance, which had promised so much, had brought but little
benefit. The credit of Congress had sunk almost to nothing ; the national
treasury was bankrupt. The patriots of the army were poorly fed, and

* 8o named in honor of Dr. Franklin’s almanag,
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paid only with unkept promises. The disposition of Great Britain was
best illustrated in the measures adopted by Parliament for the campaigns
of the ensuing year, The levies made by the House of Commons were
eighty-five thousand marines and thirty-five thousand additional troops ;
while the extraordinary expenses%of the War Department were set at
twenty million pounds sterling. \

CHAPTER XLIII.
REVERSES AND TREASON.

URING the year 1780 military operations at the North were, for the
most part, suspended. Twice did the British under Knyphausen
advance from New York into New Jersey ; and twice they were driven
back. Early in July Admiral De Ternay arrived at Newport with a
French squadron and six thousand land-troops under Count Rocham-
beau. The Americans were greatly elated at the coming of their allies;
but Washington’s army was in so destitute a condition that active oo:
operation was impracticable. In September the commander-in-chief held

& conference with Rochambeau, and the plans of futu i :
part determined. d P Té campaigns were in

In the South there was much activity, and the patriots gnffered many,
reverses. South Carolina was completely overrun with the invading
armies, On the 11th of February Admiral Arbuthnot, in command of a
B‘n:‘n.fzh squadron, anchored before Charleston, Sir He;n'y Clinton and a
division of five thousand men from the army in New York were on board
the .ﬁee.t. T‘he plan of the campaign was to subjugate the whole South
beginning with Charleston. The city was defended by fourteen hundre(i

men, under General Lincoln, who bega

the neck of the peninsula. The British effected a landing a few miles
below the harbor, advanced up the right bank of Ashley River, and
fhromed to the north of the city. A month was spent by Clinton in ,mak-
;Qg cautmu:s approaches toward the American entrenchments. On the
frt;l ;f;;}pl:ll- F}eneml Lincoln was reinforced by seven hundred veterans
#3 uf;[gn?la. Two days. aﬂerw:.ird Admiral Arbuthnot, favored by the
b an jildt?, succeeded in passing Fort Moultrie with his fleet, and

nchored within cannon-shot of the city. A summons to surrender was

n his preparations by fortifying
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answered by Lincoln with the assurance that Charleston would be
defended to the last extremity.

A siege was at once begun, and prosecuted with great vigor. Desir-
ing to keep a way open for retreat, Lincoln sent a body of three hundred
men under General Huger to scour the country

north of Cooper River and rally the militia.
) Apprised of this movement, Tarleton with a
{ legion of British cavalry stole upon Huger’s
2| forces at Monk’s Corner, thirty miles north of
45| Charleston, routed and dispersed the whole com-
pany, The city was now fairly hemmed in, and
the thunder of two hundred cannon shook the
# beleaguered ramparts. From the beginning the
s op cxarzsstox, 1780, defence had been hopeless, and every day the
condition of the town hecame more desperate,
Finally the fortifications were beaten down, and Clinton made ready to
storm the American works; not till then did Lincoln and the civil
authorities, dreading the havoe of an assault, agree to capitulate. On the
12th of May the principal city of the South was given up to the British,
and the men who had so bravely defended it became prisoners of war.

A few days before the surrender Tarleton, who was ranging the
country to the north and west, surprised and dispersed a body of militia
who had gathered on the Santee. After the capture of the city, three
expeditions were directed into different sections of the State. The Amer-
ican post at Ninety-Six, a hundred and fifty miles north-west of the cap-
jtal, was seized. A second detachment of the British invaded the country
bordering od the Savannah. Cornwallis with the principal division
marched to the north-east, crossed the Santee and captured Georgetown,
near the mouth of the Great Pedee, Here he learned that Colonel Buford,
with a body of five hundred patriots, Wwho had left North Carolina for
the relief of Charleston, was now retreating through the district north of
Camden. Tarleton with seven hundred cavalry pressed rapidly across
the country, overtook the Americans on the Waxhaw, a tributary of the
Catawba, surprised them, and, while negotiations for a surrender were
pending, charged upon and massacred nearly the whole company. For
this atrocious deed Cornwallis commended Tarleton to the special favor
of the British Parliament. '

By such means the authority of Great Britain was re-established
over South Carolina. As soon as the work was done, .Clinton and
ArButhnot, with about half of the British army, sailed for New York.
Cornwallis was left with the remainder to hold the conquered territory ;
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for it was the territory, and not the peaple, who were c:mquered. In this
condition of affairs, two daring patriot leaders arose to rescue the repub-
lican cause. These men, ever afterward famous, were Thomas Sumter
and Francis Marion. Under their leadership the militia in the central
and western portions of the State, especially on the upper tributaries of
Broad River, were rallied, armed and mounted. An audacicus partisan
warfare was begun, and exposed detachments of the British army were
swept off as though an enemy had fallen on them from the skies. At
Rocky Mount, on the Waterce, Colonel Sumter burst upon a party of
dragoons, who barely saved themselves. On the 6th of August he attacked
a large detachment of regulars and tories at Hanging Rock, i Lancaster
county, defeated them and retreated. It was in this battle that young
Andrew Jackson began his career as a soldier.

: The exploits of Sumter were even surpassed by those of Marion.
His company consisted at first of twenty men and boys, white and black
half clad and poorly armed. But the number constantly inereased an(i
t-he: ‘.‘ Ragged Regiment” soon became a terror to the enemy, }évery
British outpost was in peril. There was no telling when or where the
sword ‘of the fearless leader would fall.  From the swamps at midnight he
and 1‘:{15 men would suddenly dart upon the encampments of the enemy
sweeping everything before them. When the British expected Ma.rim;
in front, he would assail the rearguard with the utmost fury, and then dis-
appear ; when they thought him hovering on their flank, he was a hun-
dred miles away. During the whole summer and autumn of 1780 he
swept around Cornwallis’s positions, cutting his lines of communication
and.making incessant onsets with an audacity as destructive as it was pro-
voking. In the midst of this wild and lawless warfare, Marion preserved
an unblemished reputation. Fifteen years afterward, when he lay on his
deat}}betl, he declared that he had never intentionally wronged arly man ;
and it was truthfully written on his monumgnt that he lived without f‘eai,'
and died without reproach.

. l.iﬂer the fall of Charleston, General Gates was appointed to com-
mand in F.he South. With a strong force of regulars and such militia as
wmfld Join his standard, he advanced across North Carolina, and at the
beginning of August reached the southern boundary of the S‘:ate. Lord
Rawdlon, who commanded the British posts in the northern parts of South
Csfrolma, called in his detachments and concentrated his forees at Camden
Hlther came also Cornwallis with reinforcements from Charleston ami
Georgetown, The Americans moved forward and took post at Clermont,

. thirteen miles north-west from Camden, By a singular coincidence Corn-

Wallis and Gates each formed the design of surprising his antagonist in
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the night. Accordingly, on the evening of the 15th of August, Gates set
ocut for Camden, and at the same time Cornwallis moved toward Cler-
mont. About daydawn the two armies met midway on Sander’s Creek.
Both generals were surprised,
vigoe to¥ Aﬁ“l\i,{“ but bot!l made immediate
b RN A @] preparations for battle. As
i > " : .
E i 0 soon as it was light the con-
X 0 2N 2:‘:@1 ‘f;lf'ls flict began. *Steadiness and
& ‘2%:"‘ = ; courage in all parts of the
g Retres % :.,..m,w -
]\\Q&nﬂﬁ”:f‘—%“l;‘"\(%é w0 field would have given the
3

B ¥ 9
s, B
*‘s-& tla'a¥ord 7 .- ~
a— g [t . . b

:W}\cm & 4\ Lk _ victory to the Amermzil.]s,' ut
e . 1 . at the first onset the Virginia

StV o st onset the
Yy e i T N\ 4 and Carolina militia broke

Witwbored Pl gtiobkjens 11|, s v -

PR F‘w‘i@ L& \}{‘ 1‘1! line, threw their arms away
b oSty Ceodep L L :
“"3;;?:.;}:?‘”4;'5?:?.’,1&3\ and fled. For a while the
NN e ) .

N T ik O "[’g;\ Continentals of Maryland

bt " Il

b uau;?\l\\-‘a\ﬂ‘-‘\?’%)@nu (1 . and Delaware sustained the

b :J""E?{,;f.&" o battle with great bravery, but
miii};rlf' VA at length they were outflank-
R 2 - ed by Webster’s cavalry and
SCENE OF OPERATIONS IN THE SQUTH, 1780, 8L driven back. The American
officers made heroic efforts to
save the day, but all in vain ; the retreat became a rout. Baron de Kalb,
the friend of La Fayette and fellow-sufferer with Washington at Valley
Forge, remained on the field trying to rally his men until he was wounded
eleven times and fell in the agony of death. More than a thousand of the
Americans were killed, wounded or captured. The shattered remnants
continued the retreat to Charlotte, North Carolina, eighty miles distant.
The military reputation of Gates, which never had any solid foundation,
was blown away like chaff, gnd he was superseded by General Greene,
who, after Washington, was the best officer of the Revolution.
Cornwallis was again master of South Carolina. A few days after
the battle of Sander’s Creek, Sumter’s corps was overtaken by Tarleton
at Fishing Creek, thirty miles north-west from Camden, and completely
routed. Only Marion and his troopers remained to harass the victorious
enemy. The triumph of the British was marked by cruelty and oppres-

. . . . .
gion. Cornwallis visited the patriols with merciless severity, and the

ruined State crouched at the feet of the conqueror. On the 8th of Sep-
tember the British advanced from Camden into North Carolina, and on
the 25th reached Charlotte, the Americans having retreated to Salisbury.
While this movement was in progress, Colonel Ferguson, with a force of

REVERSES A”D TREASON . 343

eleven hundred regulars and tories, was sent into the country west of the
Catawba to overawe the patriots and encourage the loyalists o take up
arms. On the 7th of October, while Ferguson and his men were en-
camped on the top of King’s Mountain, they were suddenly attacked by
8 thousand riflemen led by Colonel Campbell. The camp was surrounded :
8 desperate battle of an hour and a half ensued ; Ferguson was slain, and
three hundred of his men were killed or wounded ; the remaining eight
handred threw down their arms and begged for quarter, On the morn-
ing after the battle ten of the leading tory prisoners were condenned by a
oourt-martial and hanged. During the remaining two months of the year
there were no :uilitary movements of importance, Georgia and South
Carolina were in the power of the British, and North Carolina was invaded.
Meanwhile, the financial credit of the nation was sinking to the
lowest ebb. Congress, having no silver and gold with which to meet the
accumulating expenses of the war, had resorted o paper money. At first
the expedient was successful, and the continental bills were received at
par; but as one issue followed another, the value of the notes rapidly
diminished, until, by the middle of 1780, they were not worth two cents
to the dollar, To aggravate the evil, the emissaries of Great Britain
executed counterfeits of the congressional money and sowed the spurious
bills broadcast over the land, Business was paralyzed for the want of a
eurrency, and the distress became extreme ; but Robert Morris and a few
other wealthy patriots came forward with their private fortunes and saved
the suffering colonies from ruin, The mothers of America also lent a
l{alping hand ; and the patriot camp was gladdened with many a contribu-
tion of food and clothing which woman’s sacrificing care had provided.
In the midst of the general gloom the country was shocked by the
rumor that Benedict Arnold had turned traitor, And the news, though
hardly credible, was true. The brave, rash man, who, on behalf of the
patriot cause, had suffered untold hardships and shed his blood on more
fields than one,shad blotted the record of his heroism with a deed of
freason, After the battle of Bemis's Height, in the fall of 1777, Arnold
Was promoted by Congress to the rank of major-general, Being disabled
{us wouna, ne was made commandant of Philade]phia after the evac-
uho? of the city by the British. Here he married the daughter of a
» loyalist, and living in the old mansion of William Penn entered upon a
career of luxury and extravagance which soon overwhelmed him with
debt and bankruptey, In order to keep up his magnificence, he began a
Bystem of frauds on the commissary department of the army. His bear-
ing tom.lrd the citizens was that of a military despot; the people groaned
under his tyranny, and charges were preferred against him by Congress,
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The cause was finally heard by a court-martial in December of 1779,
Arnold was convieted on two of the charges, and, by the order of the
court, was mildly reprimanded by ‘Washington.

Professing unbounded patriotism, and seeming to forget the dis-
grace which his misconduct had brought upon him, Arnold applied for
and obtained command of the important fortress of West Point on the
Hudson. On the last day of July, 1780, he reached the camp and
assumed control of the most valuable arsenal and dépot of stores in Amer-
ica. He had alrcady formed the treasonable design of surrendering the
fort into fue hands of the enemy. For months he had kept up a secret
correspondence with Sir Henry Clinton, and now the scheme ripened, on
Arnold’s part, into an open proposition to betray his country for sgold.
Tt was agreed that on a certain day the British fleet should ascend the
Hudson, that the garrison should be divided and scattered, and the fort-
ress given up without a struggle.

On the 21st of September Sir Henry Clinton sent Major John
personal conference with Arnold and make
the final arrangements for the surrender,
Andrd, through whom the correspondence
between Arnold and Clinton had been car-
ried on, was a former acquaintance of Ar-
nold’s wife, and now held the post of adju-
tant-general in the British army. He went
to the conference, not as a spy, but wearing
full uniform; and it was agreed that the
meeting should be held outside of the Ameri-
can lines, About miduight of the 21st he
went ashore from the Vulture, a sloop of
war, and met Arnold in a thicket on the
"west bank of the river, two miles below
L Haverstraw.  Daydawn approached, and

SCENE OF ARNOLD'S the conspirators were obliged to hide

TREASON, 1780 themselves. In doing so they entered the
American lines; Arnold gave the password, and Andrs, disguising him-
gelf, assumed the character of a spy.

During the next day the traitor and his victim remained concealed, -

at the house of a tory named Smith. Here the awful business was com-
pleted. Arnold was to surrender West Point, its garrisons and stores,
and to receive for his treachery ten thousand pounds and a commission a8
brigadier in the British army. All preliminaries being settled, papers
containing a full description of West Point, its defences and the best
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method of attack were made out and ¢,ven to Andrd, who secreted the
dangerous documents in his stockings. During that day an American
battery drove the Vulture from its moorings in the river; and at night-
fall Andrf. was obliged to cross to the other side and p’roceed h fmd
toward New York. He passed the American outposts in safety; yi)ut at
Tarrytown,. %\ﬁ'enty-ﬁ»'e miles from the city, he was suddon‘ly cm;fmnbed
b?r three militiamen* who stripped him, found his papers, and delivered
hxmto Colonel Jameson at North Castle. Through that of’ﬂcer’s amazin
stupidity Arnold was at once notified that John Anderson—that heing
the assu‘ined name of André—had been taken with his passport and som%
papers “of a very dangerous tendency.” Arnold, on hearing the news
fled to the river and escaped on board the Vulture. André was tried b’
& court-martial at Tappan, and condemned to death. On the 2d of 00)-r
]t:;l:ler he v:rras led to t.he gallows, and, under the stern code of war, was
brafsdmn h::,lfh afctlzmgz the death of a .f'elon, he met his doom like a
e hi;pay‘ r times have commiserated his sad fate. Arnold
In the dark days of December there came a ra i
Europe. For several years Holland had secretly favoredytl:): ziflg:igsz
now .she began negotiations for a commercial treaty similar to that alread ,
:ﬁstmg between France and the United States. Great Britain discovereg
mﬂ}:}l}l‘;}:‘osss c:f' th2e Dutch government; there were angry remonstrances,
i th, n the 20th of December, an open declaration of war. Thus
e Netherlands were added to the enemies of England ; it seemed that

George ITI. and his ministers
: would have enough to do without
efforts to enforce a stamp-act or levy a tax on te:f s

CHAPTER XLIV
THE END.

F(ﬁ?tﬁl:eai]mencang the year 1781 opened gloomily, The ccndition
il Wy l:vas esperate—no fo?(l, no pay, no clothing. Even the
el ns 1ggton was not sufficient to quiet the growing discontent
ol ry. - On the first day of January the whole Pennsylvania

ring nearly two thousand, mutinied, left their camp at Morris-

* John Pauldin, id Willi
o g, David Williams and Isaac
them with silver medals and pensions l:'orr iife, van Wart. Congress afterward rewarded
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town and marched toward Plilidelphia, General Wayne, after trying tn
vain to prevent the insurrection, went with his men, still hoping to con-
trol them. At Princeton they were met by two emissaries from Sir Henry
Clinton, and were tempted with offers of money, clothing and release from
military service if they would desert the American standard, The mu-
tinous patriots made answer by seizing the British agents and delivering
them to General Wayne to be hanged as spies. For this deed the com-
missioners of Congress, who now arrived, offered the insurgents a large
reward, but the reward was indignantly refused. Washingion, knowing
how shamefully the army had been neglected by Congress, was not un-
willing that the mutiny should take its own course. The congressional
agents were therefore left to adjust the difficulty with the rebellious
troops. But the breach was easily healed ; a few liberal concessions on
the part of the government sufficed to quiet the mutiny.

About the middle of the same month the New Jersey brigade, sta-
tioned at Pompton, revolted. This movement Washington quelled by
force. General Robert Howe marched to the camp with five hundred
regulars and compelled twelve of the principal mutineers to execute the

two leaders of the revolt. From that day order was completely restored.

These insurrections had a good rather than a bad effect ; Congress was
thoroughly alarmed, and immediate provisions were made for the better
support of the army. An agent was gent to France to obtain a further
loan of money. Robert Morris was appointed secretary of finance; the
Bank of North America was organized ; and although the outstanding
dobts of the United States could not be paid, yet all future obligations were
promptly met, for Morris and his friends pledged their private fortunes
to sustain the credit of the government. .

In the North military movements were begun by Arnold. On
arriving at New York the traitor had received the promised commission,
and was now a brigadier-general in the British army. In the preceding
November, Washington and Major Henry Lee formed a plan to capturé
him. Sergeant John Champe undertook the daring enterprise, d
to the enemy, entered New York, joined Arnold’s compaay, and with two
assistants concerted measures to abducr him from the city and convey him
to the American camp. But Arn 1d suddenly moved his quarters, and
the plan was defeated. A month afterward he was given command of &
fleet and a land-force of sixteen hundred men, and on the 16th of Decem=
ber left New York to make a descent on the coasts of Virginia.

Early in January the traitor entered James River and began war o
his countrymen, His proceedings were marked with much ferocity, buk

uot with the daring which characterized his former exploits, In the
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gwmlty (l)f I'{;;-hmnnd a vast quantity of public and private property was
womas nu}t‘-;.- 4 ;1: vnuutr_'y alfmg the river was devastated ; and when’the‘re
h'ohmlg eft to excite his eupidity or gratify his revenge, Arnold took
up his ‘eadq_uarters in Portsmouth, a few miles south of qu,npton R»O:([l)a
Il}.gam rtVaslungtou planned his capture. The French fleet, anchored t.
: ST IR o ve = s ; > : ’
wﬁ:{f ; \\aa.mdtrul' to a::ul for Virginia to co-operate with’ La Fayette
e :; sent in the d:re(-flou of Portsmouth with a detachment of tv'.}:'ellve;
i nu,:‘l\.T BuE Admiral Arbuthnot, being apprised of the movement
e );n ;1:3\\ t\torl; and drove the French squadron back to Rhnd(;
. la Fayette, deprived of the expected ai |
. : id, was fi abs
the m:;];rtakmg, and Arnold again escaped. ; s
ey put tifx.e middle of April General Phillips arrived at Portsmouth
. of(i;(; oldtwo thousand British regulars. Joining his troops with
o I:)O , he ia?st{n]fytl command of the whole, and again the fertile
Mdlstna Ph(?]]' : wer _\ irginia were ravaged with fire and sword. Early in
mm);,l E Ith lp;; dmd, and f'o.r seven days Arnold held the supreme cim
oo e : rlt(t)sh forees in Virginia. That was the height of his trea‘
. Petembug or_y.d n the EQt.ll of the month Lord ‘Cornwallis arrived at
meivedlf"g anC fll'd(?l‘ﬁ(l him to begone. Returning to New Yurk h
R Lomll'c;m ‘ lllll'ton a mc(énd detachment, entered the Sound landu,d a::
: n, in his native State, and captured t} § Tort Gri
et iﬂ] . i town. Fort Griswold,
et ’ yard with a hundred and fifty militia-
o‘Hiﬂ:len,(m i 1)} storm, When Ledyard surrendered, the British
.ﬁra 'e;‘\e( iis sword stabbed him to death ; it was the s ﬁal
o bmﬂssaclo()d.refo the garrison, seventy-three of whom were murder(fl in
E ,\3. ithe .l'emamder, thirty were wounded and the rest made
dmpl'lﬂo . With this -bluody and ignominious deed the name of Arnold
ppearsM from American history, o
b ;:::;'Iu]e, some of the most stirring events of the war had oceurred
o 1 1;\!: ffl(’ close .of the preceding year General Greoﬁe had
ol utag(l Uf;' the American army—which was only the shadow :)f
"4 dirz(-ﬁ;ln : ;.a%oﬂc’] Nmtl(x\-Carolina. Cornwallis had fallen back ‘in
: amden, Greene wi 2 i
e . with great energy reorganized his
B i L Ilﬂtﬂ an eastern and a western division; the com-
il atter-was given to General Morgan. In the ﬁr';t days of
tary this gallant officer was sent into the Sp kit of Bt
e 1e Spartanburg district of South
i Suchpas : i1e tories and encourage the patriot militia. His suc-
B 0 exasperate Cornwallis, who immediately despatched
arleton with his famous cavalry legi i
ek avalry legion to destroy Morgan’s
i of the State. The Americans, apprised of Tarl
pproach, took a favorable position at th : rofn
I n at the Cowpens, where, on the
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17th of January, they were attacked by the British, eleven hundred strong,
Tarleton, confident of success, made the onset with impetuosity ; but Mor-

gan’s men sustained the shock with firmness, and, when the enemy’s re-
cerves were called into action, either held their ground or retived in good
order. At the crisis of the battle the American cavalry, commanded by
Colonel William Washington, made a farious charge and - scattered the
British dragoons like chaff before them. The rout was complete—the vie-
tory decisive. Washington and Tarleton had a personal encounter on the
field, and the latter fled with a sword-gash in his hand. His corps was
annihilated ; ten British officers and ninety privates were killed, and five -
hundred and twenty-three were captured. Two pieces of artillery, eight
hundred muskets and two flags were among the trophies of the battle.
When Cornwallis, who was encamped with his army thirty miles
down the Catawba, heard of the disaster to his arms, he made a rapid
march up the river to reach the fords in Morgan’s rear. But Greene,
who had also heard the news, hastened to the camp of Morgan, took com=
mand in person and began a hasty retreat. At the same time he sent

word to General Huger, who commanded the eastern division, to fall

back toward Charlotte, where it was proposed to form a junction of the
two wings of the army. uUn the 28th of January Morgan'’s division
reached the Catawba and crossed to the northern bank, with prisoners,
spoils and baggage. Within two hours the British van arrived at the
ford ; but it was already sunset, and Cornwallis concluded to wait for the
morning ; then he would cross and win an eady victory. During the
night the clouds opened and poured down torrents; in the morning th
river was swollen to a flood. It was many days before the British forced
their way across, dispersing the militia on the opposite bank. And now
began a second race, this time for the fords of the Yadkin.

The distance was sixty miles and the roads wretched. In two days
the Americans reached the river. The crossing was nearly effected, when
the British appeared in sight, attacked the rearguard and captured a few
wagons ; nothing else was injured. That. night the Yadkin was made
impassable by rains in the mountains, and Cornwallis was again delayed ;

_ Greene pressed forward to Guilford Court-House, where he arrived on the
7th of February. The British marched up the Yadkin to the shallow
ford at Huntsville, where, on the 9th of the month, they succeeded in
crossing. The lines of retreat and pursuit were now parallel, and the two

armies were less than twenty-five miles apart. A third time the racé

began, and again the Americans won it. On the 13th, Greene, with the
main division, crossed the Dan into Virginia, and on the followng day
the American rearguard entered the boats and -wes safe. The British van

€t bank of the Santee, ar
Harched with the main
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:: already in sight and the whole army but a few miles distant. Nev
a edre-tr.eat‘. more skillfully conducted. Cornwallis, mortified at h?r
repeated failures, abandoned the pursuit and retired ) ith hi g
Hillsborough, N
= mc?;i?nl; : E'giuia,lGrcene was rapidly reinforced, After a few days
nd rest he felt himself strong enougl i
8 g 1 to | Engi
mfil_nents.h On th'e 22d of February he rezro-&sedgthe Dl-;ﬁ}:ltgﬂ;fus;:;
o l:la.. . Ieanwlnle., Cornwallis had despatched Tarleton with a bod
themtgr. ry mgz 'the region between the Haw and Deep Rivers to encouragey
g t]::s. ting IIT.lfU[‘m?d of this movement, Greene sent Colonel Lee
= mmslal_ne dlS:t-I'.lCt. Three hundred loyalists, already under arms
B c:,ng t(:'! Join Tarleton, On the route they were intercepted b ,
. shoutl ;‘a‘: alry, \v!mm, supposing them to be British, they saluteflr
e ﬂ(]) Long live the king!” Colonel Lee and hi; men quietly
! e unsuspecting tories, fell upon them as a band of trai
and kl]]l;ed or captured the entire compuny.P gt b
fm{r ti}:osihgoir‘n of ]the Virginia militia Greene’s army now num.
nd four hundred men, Determini i ;
ledo . n. Determining to avoid
a‘:fi::ihzlmarched t‘o Guilford Court-House, took a itrong (;;osil:?;::l (;2;
o f(,r:‘sra :lnzg:;mst. Cornwallis, accepting the challenge, at once
e attack. On the 15th of March the two armies met

on Greene’s chosen
S gI‘Olltl(] and a severe b ‘ )
B Fivces of Gircene were ) ut indecisive battle was fought,

vimiey e sulmm.o‘r‘in numbers, and those of Cornwallis i
vepbeen d(if] )i?;:l ..’u;erlmn militia had stood firm, the result wouldli::
iy m;ue'du.t tl}le raw lzecruits behaved badly, broke line and
e ﬁeid ,dt 1e Americans fought hard, but were eventually
e ‘:n forced to retreat for several miles, In killed
il ritish loss was greatest ; but large bodies of the militia
e Nevmhele:)mt(j, lredum.ng Greene’s army to less than three thou-
Comwa“;; Is, tb(l]e British the result was equivalent to a defeat.
e 7tl£wf ast?d, made big proclamations, and then pe-
e :)f‘Apnl he reached the sea-coast at Wilmington,
R, ymc lu;tla ter proceeded to Virginia. How he arrived at
o t,e(i.pe.i‘h( LB .:&.r\nold and sent him out of the State has already
L Rm:d ritish forces in the Carolinas remained under com-
B Wi Genon,luém was posted with a strong division at Cam-
ey r‘[‘h:m'1 reene, after the departure of Cornwallis, was
B, .- American army was accordingly advanced into
etachment was sent against Fort Watson on tl
id the place was obliged to surrender, ’Gl:'eel::

body to Hobkirk’s Hill, a short distance north of
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Camden, posted his men in a strong position and awaited the movements
of Rawdon. What that officer would do was not long a question of doubt.
On the 25th of April he moved from Camden with his entire force and
attacked the American camp. For once General Greene came near being
surprised ; but his men were swiftly formed for battle ; Rawdon’s column
was badly arranged ; and for a while it seemed that the entire British

furce would be slain or captured. Just at the critical moment, however,
some valuable American officers who commanded in the centre were
killed ; their regiments, becoming confused, fell back ; Rawdon saw his

advantage, pressed forward, broke the centre, captured the hill, and won
the day. The Americans retived from the field, but saved their artillery
and bore away the wounded. ~Again the genius of Greene made defeat
geem little less than victory.
_On the 10th of May Lord Rawdon evactated Camden and retired
to Eutaw Springs, sixty-five miles above the mouth of the Santee. The
British posts at Granby, Orangeburg, Fort Mott and Augusta 211 suc-
cessively into the hands of the patriots, By the 5th of June only Eutaw
Springs, Charleston and Ninety-Six remained in possession of the enemy.
The latter place was already besieged by General Greene, who, after the
battle of Hobkirk’s Hill, advanced to Fort Granby, and thence to Ninety=
Bix. For twenty-seven days the siege was pressed with vigor. The
supply of water was cut off from the fort, and the garrison could not
have held out more than two days longer; but Lord Rawdon was
rapidly approaching with a force of two thousand men; and the Ameri-
cans, after an unsuccessful assault, were obliged, on the 18th of June, to*
raise the siege and retreat. Rawdon pursued, bt Greene escaped, a8
usual, and the British, abandoning Ninety-Six, fell back to Orangeburg.
Greene, with ceaseless activity, followed the retreating enemy, and would,
but for their strength, have assaulted Rawdon’s works, Deeming the
position impregnable, the American general recrossed the Santee and took
his station on the highlands in Sumter district. Here, in the healthful
air of the hill-country, he passed the sickly months of summer.

Sumter, Lee and Marion were constantly abroad, traversing the
country in all directions, cutting off supplies from the enemy, breaking
his lines of communication and smiting the tories right and left. Lord
Rawdon now resigned the command of the British forces to Colonel Stuart
and went to Charleston. While there he became a principal actor in one
of the most shameful scenes of the Revolution, Colonel Isaac Hayne, an
eminent patriot who h
was caught in command of a troop of American cavalry. He was at once
taken to Charleston, arraigned before Colonel Balfour, the commandanty

ad formerly taken an oath of allegiance to the king,
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hurried through
gh the mockery of a trial and
\ . | and condemned .to d
dems:zs ilillséﬂﬂﬂw’]; _81::] on the 31st of July Colonel IIa\'uce\ii};‘hdf}a;.
pe Join with KBt i Ardml By .‘ P s
el Oufrolmrbarism' vith the patriots of America in de ¥
On th i San
K. m};} ;] et;‘lit; ;zlt érl:itz;:hGenemll ]Gmene left the heights of the Santee
ourg. The British d : i
e ‘ 1e british decamped at his &
and post at Eutaw Springs, forty miles below. The 12;:111)::):‘};((-“;:2
ih

pressed after them and overtook
e Borcest battles them on the 8th of September. Une

of the war ensued ; and
General Greene was
denied a decisive vie-
tory only by the bad
eonduct of some of his
men, who, before the
field was fairly won,
abandoned themselves
to eating and drink-
ing in the enemy’s
camp. Stuart rallied
his troops, returned to
the charge and regain-
ed his position,
Greene, after losing A
+ five hundred and fifiy- | '
five men, gave over \ \
the struggle. The
British lost in killed
and wounded nearly
seven hundred, and -
more t.hzm five hun-
prisoners. On
the
» ]::zd nf:z:hth:ilmtlle Stuart hastily retreated to Monk’s Corner ; Greene
B i theaer)",‘ a'nd after tlwo m‘onths of manceuvring and de-
g nliz;&l were drlv\-'en into Charleston. In the mean
N Wi]:n e air [clearcd North Carolina by forcing the enemy
b gt;)ll;.h n tfle whole country south of Virginia on]}
s annah remained un(%e.r dominion of the king’s army ;
y evacuated by the British on the 11th of July, and fjl(;
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But the final scene was to be enacted in Virginia, There, in the
last days of April, 1781, Cornwallis took command of the British army
and began to ravage the country on both banks of the James. In the
course of the following two months property, public and private, was
destroyed to the value of fifteen million dellars, La Fayette, to whom
the defence’ of the State had been entrusted, was unable to meet Corn-
wallis in the field, but watched his movements with sleepless vigilance,
While the British were in the vicinity of Richmond a detichment under
Tarleton proceeded as far swest as Charlottesville, where the Virginia
legislature was in session. The town was taken, the country devastated,
and seven members of the assembly made prisoners. Governor Jefferson
escaped only by riding into the mountains. ;

When there was little left to destroy, Cornwallis marched down
the north bank of the James to Green Springs, eight miles above the site
of Jamestown. He had received orders from Sir Henry Clinton to de-
scend the river and take such a position on the coast as would keep the
army within supporting distance of New York; for Clinton was very
apprehensive that Washington and the French would attack him. La
Fayette hovered upon the rear of Cornwallis; and on the 6th of July,
when it was supposed that the main body of the enemy had crossed the
James, General Wayne, who led the American advarce, suddenly attacked
the whole British army. Cornwallis was so surprised by the andacious
onset that when Wayne, secing his mistake, made a hasty retreat, no pur-
suit was attempted. The loss of the two armies was equal, being a hun-
dred and twenty on each side. After the passage of James River, the
British marched to Portsmouth, where Arnold had had his headquarters

in the previous spring There Cornwallis would have fortified himself';
but the orders of Clinton were otherwise; and in the first days of August
the army was again embarked and conveyed to Yorktown, on the southern
bank of York River, a few miles above the mouth.

La Fayette quickly advanced into the peninsula and took post but
eight miles distant from the British. From this positit?n !Je. sent ul:gel.lt
despatches to Washington, beseeching him to come to Virginia and aid in
striking the enemy a fatal blow. A powerful French armament, com-
manded by Count de Grasse, was hourly expected in the Chesapeake,
and La Fayette saw at a glance that if a fleet could be anchored in the
mouth of York River, cutting off retreat, the doom of Cornwallis would
be sealed. During the months of July and August, Washington, fl‘O.m
his camp on the Hudson, looked wistfully to the South. But all the while

Clinton was kept in feverish alarm by false despatches, writteq fqr the
purpose of falling into his hands  These intercepted messages indicated
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that the Americans and French would immedi
New York; and for that Clinton made ready.
of August, he was informed that Washington h

: .
ately begin the siege of

When, in the last days
ad broken up his camp

and was already marching with his whole army toward Virginia, the

British general would not believe it, b

ut went on preparing for a siege.

“;a.shirl:]gton pressed rapidly forward, paused two days at Mount Vernon
where he had not been for six years, and met La Fayette at Williams:

burg. Meanwhile, on the 30th

had reached the Chesapeake

River. Cornwallis, with the

and land,

To add still further to the strength of the allies, Count de

who commanded the French

Rmke with eight ships of the
line and ten transports, bear-

ing cannon for the siege. On PR

the 5th of September the

- English admiral Graves ap-

peared in the bay, and a naval
battle ensued, in which the
British ships were so roughly
handled that they returned
to New York. On the 28th
of September the alljed
armies, superior in numbers
and confident of success, en-
camped around Yorktown,
The story of the siege is brief,
Tarleton, who occupied Glou-
cester Point, on the other side
of the river, made
loss, On the night
distance of six hundred
Was constant and effective,

On the night of th
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one spirited sally, but was driven back with severe
of the 6th of October the trenches were opened at the
yards from the British works, The cannonada

: On the 11th of t} tl i
their second parallel within three hundred ye o il e

ards of Cornwallis’s redouhts,
works were carried Ly storm,

16th the British made a sortie, only to be hurled back

the next day Cornwallis proposed a sur-

of capitulation were drawn up and signed
fternoon of the 19th Major-Genera) O'Hara— -

. . of August, the French fleet, numbering
twenty-eight ships of the line, with nearly ffour thousand troofxs on bo:rl:f
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.
for Cornwallis, feigning sickness, remained in his tent—led the whole
British army from the trenches into an open field, where, in the presence
of the allied ranks of France and America, seven thousand two hundred
and forty-seven English and Hessian soldiers laid down their arms, de-
livered their standards, and became prisoners of war. Eight hundred
and forty sailors were also surrendered. Seventy-five brass and thirty-
one iron guns were taken, together with all the accoutrements of the
army.
By a swift courier the news was borne to Congress. On the even-
ing of the 23d the messenger rode into Philadelphia. When the sentinels
of the city called the hour of ten that night, they added, “ and Cornwallis
is taken.” On the morrow Congress assembled, and before that august
body the despatch of Washington was read. The members, exulting and
weeping for gladness, went in concourse with the citizens to the Dutch
Lutheran church and turned the afternoon into a thanksgiving. The note
of rejoicing sounded through the length and breadth of the land; for it
was seen that the dominion of the Briton in America was for ever broken.
After the surrender the conquered army was marched under guard
to the barracks of Lancaster. Washington, with the victorious Americans
and French, returned to the camps of New Jersey and the Hudson. On
the Continent of Europe the news was received with every demonstration
of gladness. In England the king and his ministers heard the tidings
with mortification and rage; but the English people were cither secretly
pleased or openly r¢joiced. During the fall and winter the ministerial
majority in Parliament fell off rapidly ; and on the 20th of March, 1782,
Lord North and his friends, unable longer to conduct the government,
resigned their offices. A new ministry was immediately formed, favor-
able to America, favorable to freedom, favorable to peace. In the begin-
ning of May the command of the British forces in the United States was
transferred from Clinton to Sir Guy Carleton, a man friendly to American
interests. The hostile demonstrations of the enemy, now confined to New
York and Charleston, ceased ; and Washington made no efforts to dis-
lodge the foe, for the war had really ended.

In the summer of 1782 Richard Oswald was sent by Parliament
to Paris. The object of his mission was to confer with Franklin and
Jay, the ambassadors of the United States, in regard to the terms of
peace. Before the discussions were ended, John Adams, arriving from
Amsterdam, and Henry Laurens from London, entered into the negotia=-
tions.  On the 30th of November preliminary articles of peace were
agreed to and signed on the part of Great Britain by Oswald, and on be-
half of the United States by Franklin, Adams, Jay and Laurens. In
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the follf)\\nng April the terms were ratified by Congress; but it w
::ot unt;i t]he 3d. of September, 1783, that a final treaty wa.; effected bz-s
0\;951 ﬁ t 1eqnat‘mns that had been at war. On that day the ambu-.'ssadnrs
o olland, S pain, England, France and the United States, in a solemn
nference at Paris, agreed to and signed the articles of :
R a permanent
& mn‘{‘;:;a tternm-; of'"]“IIE 3‘R]EATY OF 1783 were briefly these: A full
ete recognition of the independence of Tnited Sta
. y nee of the United States
‘ e i 8 In : States ; the
::'n@lo'n b_: G.:eat Britain of Florida to Spain; the surrender of ali the
aming territory east of the Mississippi F
ining te . ssissippi and south of the great lakes
e i es to
:)heAL;mte:(l btdtgs, the free navigation of the Mississippi and the I:kos
: a):l : {;n;:::m \'L‘SS(-.’]]:;‘ ;] the concession of mutual rights in the Newfound
sheries; and the retention by Great Britain :
b ' ) itain of Canada and Nov
Scotia, with the exclusive control of the St. Lawrence e
k. YEa}x;Iy.m August Sir Guy Carleton received instructions to evacuate
il ork city. Three months were spent in making arraugement% for
B i:i?::?nt event, F'mall.v, on the 25th of November, evcrv:.hin
g idiness ; the Bl‘llllsll army was embarked on board: the fleet : the
- tﬁw&;re 'spre:ul ; the ships stood out to sea; dwindled to w ’
o l::u l?glmn ,t disappeared. The Briton was gone. After the struggles
sacrifices of an eight years’ war the i ; '
: ght years patriots had achieved the ind
pendence of their country. Tnited S el i
2ir country,  The United States of Ameri
. ntr) States America took :
station among the nations of the earth, s
= e ;
. .l\lge (L{g.s 4ft\;r Carleton’s departure there was a most affecting
i the city, Washington assembled his :
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' A » chieftain gpoke a few affi
£ ) ¢ poke a few affec
80?):13 }t)o Illns comrades, who came forward in turn and w
waShvivn ;tc th;e veterans no longer cared to conceal bade him farewell
g gton tlen‘ walked to Whitehall, followed by a vast concourse of:
= ens an(‘l soldiers, :.md thence departed to Auna{mlis where .
in session.  On his way he paused ’
proper officers a report of his expenses d
in his own handwriting, and cov
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