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re-enter the service for eighteen months, A safe escort was promised to
Fort Edward. On the 9th of August the J'rench took possession of the
fortress. Unfortunately, the Indians procured a quantity of spirits from
the English camp. Maddened with intoxication, and in spite of the
utmost exertions of Montcalm and his officers, the savages fell upon the
prisoners and began a massacre. Thirty of the English were tomahawked
and many others dragged away into captivity. The retirement of the
garrison to Fort Edward became a panic and a rout. .

Such had been the successes of France during the year that the
English had not a single hamiet or fortress remaining in the whole basin
of the St. Lawrence. Every cabin where English was spoken had been
swept out of the Ohio valley. At the close of the year 1757, France pos-
sessed twenty times as much American territory as England; and-five
times as much as England and Spain together, Such had been the im-
becility of the English management in America that the flag of Great
Britain was brought into disgrace,

CHAPTER XXXYV.
TWO YEARS OF SUCCESSES.

REAT was the discouragement in Enffland. The duke of Newecastle
and his associates in the government were obliged to resign. A new
ministry was formed, at the head of which was placed that remarkable
man William Pitt, called the Great Commoner, The imbecile Lord
Loudoun was deposed from the American army. General Abercrombie
was appointed to succced him% but the main reliance for success was
placed, not so much on the commander-in-chief) as on an efficient corps
of subordinate officers whom the wisdom of Pitt now directed to America.
Admiral Boscawen was put in command of the fleet, consisting of twenty-
two ships of the line and fifteen frigates. The able general Amherst was
to lead a division. Young Lord Howe, brave and amiable, was next in
rank to Abercrombie. The gallant James Wolfe led a brigade. . General
Forbes held an important command ; and Colonel Richard Montgomery

was at the head of a régiment.
Three campaigns were planned for 1758. Amherst, acting in con=
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junction with the fleet, was to capture Louisburg. Lord Howe, under
the direction of the commapder-in-chief, was to reduce Crown’ Point
and Ticonderoga, The recovery of the Ohio valley was entrusted to
General Forbes., On the 28th of May, Amherst, at the head of ten
thousand effective men, reached Halifax. In six days more the fleet was
anchored in Gabarus Bay. Wolfe put his division into boats rowed
th.rough the surf under fire of the French batteries, and gained ti:e shore
without serious loss. The French dismantled their battery and retreated
Wolfe next gained possession of the north-east harbor and planted hmv);
guns on the cape near the lighthouse. From this position the island
battery of the French was soon silenced, Louisburg was fairly invested
and tl.le siege was pressed with great vigor.  On the 21st of July tln‘eé
French vessels were burned in the harbor. Two days later, the Prudent
a seventy-four gun ship, was fired and destroyed by the English boats’
The town was already a heap of ruins, and the walls of the fb:tress uegan
to crumble. For a whole week the French soldiers had no place where
!:hey C(?l{ld rest in safety ; of their fifty-two cannon only twelve remained
In position, Further resistance was hopeless. On the 28th of July
Louisburg capitulated. Cape Breton and Prince Edward's Island were sur-
rendered to Great Britain. The garrison, together with the marines, in
all nearly six thousand men, became prisoners of war and were scnt,. to
England, Amherst after his great success abandoned Louisburg, and the
fleet took station at Halifax. ,
e Meanwhile, General Abercrombie had not been idle. On the 5th of
B0t cutci Ty, 1 oo e Lake
ar ga, avy guns and ubundant
stores the expedition proceeded to the northern extremity of the lake and
landed on the western shore, The country about the French fortress :t'as
very ur{favorable for military operations. The English proc-eededh —with
great qlﬂicult)', leaving their artillery behind, Lord Howe led the ad-
vance in person. On the morning of the 6th, when the English were
bearing the fort, they fell in with the pi&ot line of the me-]:3 number-
g no more than three hundred, A severe skirmish ensued : t[’le French
were overwl.lelmed, but not until they had inflicted on th’e English a
tel:fble loss in the death of Lord Howe. The soldiers were stricken with
g:; t,]:niul])eg:n a retreat.tf) the landing. Abercrombie was in the rear,
- 0 the.expedltmn had departed. ,
= thenﬁ;}:;ﬁn;(:;'{r)]lllzg(; fo{" .the l(‘ijlth the Eng?ish engine(tr-roported falsely
o 8 .mom eroga were fiimsy and trifling, Again the
Put in motion ; and when just beyond the reach of the French
8008, the divisions were arranged to carry the place by assault. For more
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than four hours column after coluran dashed with great bravery against
the breastworks of the enemy, which were found to be strong and well
constructed. The defence was made by nearly four thousand French
under Montcalm, who, with coat off in the hot July afternoon, was every-
where present encouraging his men. At six o’clock in the evening the
English were finally repulsed. The carnage was dreadful, the loss on the
side of the assailants amounting in killed and wounded to nineteen hun-
dred and sixteen. In no battle of the Revolution did the British have so
large.a force engaged or meet so terrible a loss.

The English still outnumbered the French three to one; and they
might have easily returned with their artillery and captured the fort. But
Abercrombie was not the man to do it. He returned to Fort George, at
the head of the lake, and contented himself with sending a force of three
thousand men under Colonel Bradstreet against Fort Frontenac. This
fortress was situated on the present site of Kingstor, at the outlet of Lake
Ontario. Marching through the country of the Indians who were still
friendly to the English, Bradstreet reached Oswego, embarked his forces,
crossed the lake and landed within a mile of Frontenac. The place was
feebly defended, and a siege of two days compelled a capitulation. The
fortress, so important to the French, was demolished. Forty-six cannon,
nine vessels of war and a vast quantity of stores were the fruits of the
victory. Except in the waste of life, Bradstreet’s success more than coun-
terbalanced the failure of the English at Ticonderoga. The French were
everywhere weakened and despairing. In Canada the crops had failed,
and there was almost a famine. “Peace, peace, no matter with what
boundaries,” was the message which the brave Montcalm sent to the
French ministry.

Late in the summer, Forbes, at the head of nine thousand men, ad-
vanced from Philadelphia against Fort du Quesne. Washington led the
Virginia provincials, and Armstrong, who had so distinguished himself
at Kittaning, the Pennsylvanians: The main body moved slowly, clear-
ing a broad road and bridgingl*he streams. Washington and the pro-
vincials were impatient. Major Grant, more rash than wise, pressed on
to within a few miles of Du Quesne. Attempting to lead the French
and Indians into an ambuscade, he was himself ambuscaded, and lost a
third of his forces. Slowly the main division approached the fort, which
was defended by no more than five hundred men. On the 24th of No-
vember, Washington with the advance was within ten mile# of Du
Quesne. During that night the garrison took the alarm, burned the fort-
ress and floated down the Ohio. On the 25th the vietorious army
marched over the ruined bastions, raised the English flag, and named
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the. place Prrrseura.  The name of the
written over “the gateway of the West.”
(.General Ambherst was now promoted to the chie
Am%ncan forces. Parliament cheerfully voted twelve million ds
sterling to carry on the war, The colonies exerted themselves pt(())m:h
utmost. By the beginning of summer, 1759, the British and col 'aEI’
forces numbered nearly fifty thousand men. The wllo]e> populati omf
Canada was only eighty-two thousand ; and the entire Ft!enchmll A
ml: exce;acl]ed ?e\fr‘en I:housand. Nothing less than the conquest :; [:I:i
would satisfy Pitt’s ambition, Tl mpai e
f(f the year. General Prideaux was to c;fgu:nzilrrlf\];e&::;e Pla-ﬂ_ned
Niagara, capture the fortress and descend the lake to Mo‘ntrea] nAarEir:::

was to leafl the main division against Ticonderoga and Crow
General Wolfe was to proceed up the St.

by capturing Quebec.
By way of Schenectady and Osw i

i \ ego, Prideaux led his forces to

Niagara. On the 10th of July the place was invested. The ;}:nch

general D’Aubry collected from Detroit, Erie, Le Beeuf and Venango a

body of twelve hundred men, and marched to the relief of the fort. On

gﬁgth, l.)y thfe accidental bursting of a mortar, General Prideaux
s Sir lelham Johnson, suceeeding to the command. dispos 1 hﬁs
24?}? ]a;o, zs io l,nbercept the al‘fllr(,‘r{‘l(ﬁllillg French. On the niorr;il:;e(:f thlz
g cii theuFrys ;rmy came in sight. A bloody engagement ensued, in
e Smtteredre?c were &ompletely routed, leaving their unnumbe;'ed
g or n-n]e-*, through. the forest. On the next day Niagara
i thea; rl;ecewed- an English garrison. The French forces in the
o ) . umber of six hundred, became prisoners of war. Commun-
01 ; t]‘:'een Cana‘du and Louisiang was for ever broken ;
. ;,.:1 sar?e time Amherst was conquering on Lake Champlain
v y% mlc;re than eleven thousand men he proceeded againsi.:
e %:,.n . n tl e 22d of July the English forces were disembarked
i t;f,;p ae;ﬂ ]Of Abercrombie. ®The French did not dare to
R e F(;,.t ¢ 1e.1ie was a s]-ight skirmish, and then the trenches
3 neserffdlmvin" o rar: lon was given up. On the 26th the French
garriso :m : ret:eﬂ ];:zd t\ c:jestrnyed t.he fortifications, abandoned Ticon-
v A to Crown Point. Five days afterward they de-
place also, and entrenched themselves on IsIe-aux-Noix, in the

river Sorel. The wh ,
vl ba[t]e.le whole country of Lake Champlain had been recovered

! It remained for Gen
00D as g ;ardy spring had cleared the
0

great British minister was justly

f command of the

n Point.
Lawrence and finish th® work

eral Wolfe to achieve the final victory. As

St. Lawrence of ice, he began the




F——-_-_—_'-—‘_-—_—__-_‘B

i

Iy

|

274 IIISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

ascent of the river. Hir force consisted of nearly eight thousand men,
assisted by a fleet of forty-four vessels under command of Admiral Saun-
ders. On the 27th of June the armament arrived without accident at
the Isle of Orleans, four miles below Quebec. The English camp was
' pitched at the upper end of the
island, Wolfe's vessels gave him
immediate command of the river,
and the southern bank was unde-
fended. On the night of the 29th,
General Monckton was sent with four
battalions to seize Point Levi. The
movement was successful, and an
English battery was planted opposite
the city. From this position the
Lower Town was soon redaced to
ruins, and the Upper Town much
injured ; but the fortress seemed im-
VICINITY OF QUEBEC, 1759, pregnable. The French, knowing
that it would be impossible to storm
the city from the river side, had drawn their line of entrenchment from the
northern bank of the St. Lawrence, reaching for five miles from the
Montmorenci to the St. Charles. Here Montcalm with ten or twelve
thousand French and Canadians awaited the movements of his antagonist.
Wolfe was restless and anxious for battl®. On the 9th of July he
crossed the north channel, and encamped with his army on the east bank
of the Montmorenci. It was determined in a council of war to hazard
an engagement. The Montmorenci was fordable when the tide ran out.
The attack was planned for July 31st, at the hour of low water. Generals
Townshend and Murray were ordered to ford the stream with their two
brigades, and at the same time Monckton’s regiments of regulars were to
cross the St. Lawrence from Peint Levi and aid in the assault. The
signal was given, and the grenfidiers of Murray and Townshend dashed
across the Montmorenci 3 but the boats of Monckton ran aground, and there
was considerable delay. The impatient grenadiers, without waiting for
orders or support, rushed forward against the French entrenchments, and
were driven back with great loss. Before the regulars could be formed
in line the battle was decided. Night was approaching ; the tide rising;
a storm portended ; and Wolfe, after losing nearly five hundred men, with=
drew to his camp.
Disappointment, exposure and fatigue threw the English general
into a violent fever, and for many days he was confined to his tent, A
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eouncil of officers was called, and the indomitable leader proposed a second
,assault on the French lines. But the proposition was overruled, and it
was decided to ascend :
the St. Lawrence, and
if possible gain pos-
session of the Plains
of Abraham, in the
rear of the city. The
camp on the Mont-
morenei was accord-
ingly broken up, and
on the 6th of Septem-
ber the troops and ar-
tillery were conveyed
to Point Levi. Keep-
ing the French excited
with appearances of
activity, Wolfe again
transferred his army to

a4 point several miles
up the river. He then
busied himself with a
careful examination of
the northern bank, in
the hope of finding
some path among the precipitous cliffs by which to gain the plains.

the l%th he discovered the place called {Volfe’s Co;g*e, and (El)ecided thOal:
here it was possible to make the ascent. Montcalm, deceived by the
movements of the fleet, was still in the trenches below the city. ;

On the night of the 12th of September everything was«dn readi-
fbss, The English silently entered their transports and dropped down
ﬂ}e river to the cove. With great difficulty the soldiers clambered up
the allmost perpendicular precipice; the feeble Canadian guard on the
Suggmit was dispersed ; and in the gray dawn of morning Wolfe mar-
shaled his army for battle. Montcalm was in amazement when he heard
ﬂl.e news. “They are now on the weak side of this unfortunate town,”
8aid he; “and we must crush them before mid-day.” With great has:ce
ﬂl§ French were brought from the trenches and thrown between Quebee
:}l:d the advancing English. The battle began with an hour’s cannonade;

en Montealm attempted to turn the English flank, but was beaten back,
The Canadians and Indians were routed. Then came the weakened bat-

GENERAL JAMES WOLFE.
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talions of the French ; bit they were poorly disciplined ; the ground was
uneven, and Montealm’s lines advanced brokenly. The English reserved
their fire until the advancing columns were within forty yards, and then
discharged volley after volley, The French wavered and were in con-
fusion,. Wolfe, leading the charge, was wounded in the wrist. Again
he was struck, but pressed on at the head of his grenadiers. Just at the
moment of victory a third ball pierced his breast, and he sank quivering
to the earth. “They run, they run!” said the attendant who bent over
him. “Who run?” was the feeble response. “The French®are flying
everywhere,” replied the officer. “Do they run already ? Then I die
happy,” said the expiring hero; and his spirit passed away amid the
smoke of battle. Monckton was dangerously wounded and borne from the
field. Montcalm, still attempting to rally his broken regiments, was
struck with a ball, and fell. “Shall T survive?” said he to his surgeon.
« But a few hours at most,” replied the attendant. “So much the better,”
replied the heroic Frenchman, “I shall not live to witress the surrender
of Quebee.”

Further defence of the Canadian stronghold was useless. Five
days after the battle the French authorities surrendered to General Town-
shend, and an English garrison took possession of the citadel. The year
1759 closed with the complete triumph of the English arms. In the
following spring France made a great effort to recover her losses. A severe
battle was fought a few miles west of Quebec, and the English were
driven into the city. But reinforcements caie, and the French were
beaten back. On the 8th of September, in the same year, Montreal, the
last important post of France in the valley of the St. Lawrence, surren-
dered to General Amherst. Canada had passed under the dominion of
England.

In the spring of 1760 the Cherokees of Tennessee rose against the
Englishe Fort Loudoun, in the north-eastern extremity of the State, was
besieged by the Red men, and forced to capitulate. Honorable terms were
promised to the garrison; but as soon as the surrender was made, the
savages fell upon their prisoners and massacred or dragged into captivity
the whole company. Colonels Montgomery and Grant were despatched
by General Amherst to chastise the Indians. After a vigorous campaign
the savages were driven into the mountains and compelled to sue for
peace.

The conquest of Canada was the overthrow of the French power

in America. It remained, however, for the English authorities to
take actual possession of the immense territory bordering on the Great
Lakes. At the time of the capture of Montreal this vast domain wa
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held by feeble fortresses, scattered hert and there, and garrisoned by
detachments of French soldiers. The Marquis of Vaudreuil in sur-
rendering Montreal had stipulated that all the western forts under the
control of France should be given up to England. In the fall of 1760
Major Robert Rogers was accordingly despatched by General Amherst,
with a company of two hundred provincial rangers, to receive the sur-
render of the outposts.

By the last of November, Rogers, having ascended the St. Law-
rence and passed through Lakes Ontario and Erie, reached Detroit,
Over this, the most important of the French posts in the West, the
English flag was raised ; Forts Miami on the southern shore of Lake
Michigan and Ouatanon on the Wabash were also given up without
resistance. Rogers then pressed on to take possession of Mackinaw,
Green Bay and St. Marie, but was turned back by the storms on Lake
Huron; and it was not until the following summer that those remote
fortresses were garrisoned by detachments of British soldiers.

No sooner were the English in complete possession of the counu-
try than they began by neglect and ill-treatment to excite the dor-
mant passions of the Red men. During the progress of the war the
Indians had become completely subordinated by French influencg;
and the English were hated with all the ferocity of the savage na-
ture. It was not long till there were mutterings of an outbreak.
The tribes could not be made to comprehend that Canada had been
finally taken from their friends, the French. They confidently ex-
pected the day when the king of France should send new armies and
expel the detested English. Infatuated with this belief, instigated
by the French themselves, and stung by many insults real and im-
aginary, the warriors began their usual atrocities on the frontiers.
In the summer of 1761, the Senecas conspired with the Wyandots to
capture Detroit by treachery, and massacre the garrison; and#the plot
was barely thwarted by Colonel Campbell, the commandant. In the
following summer another attempt of a similar sort was discovered
and defeated. It was in this condition of affairs that the celebrated
Postiac came forward and organized the most far-reaching and dan-
gerous conspiracy ever known among the Indian tribes of America.

. Pontiac was chief of the Ottawas, whose principal seat was the
district between Lakes Erie and Michigan. In the somewhat pro-
longed interval between the conquest of Canada and the treaty of
1763, this sagacious warrior, doubting the possibility of a peace be-
tween the rival nations, conceived the design of uniting all the Indian

+ tribes from the Alleghanies to the Mississippi in an overwhelming
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confederacy, which should upen a given day strike all the English
forts upon the frontier a deadly blow, and sweep away in a common
ruin every English family west of the mountains. The plot was con-
structed with the White man’s skill and the Red man’s cunning. The
7th of May, 1763, was named as the day of destruction. But when
the time came the impatient savage tribes were unable to act in per-
fect concert, and ultimate failure was the consequence, though the
immediate result was terribly disastrous.

Pontiae reserved for himself the most difficult task of all—the
capture of Detroit. But in the hour of impending doom, woman’s
love interposed to save the garrison from butchery. An Indian girl
of the Ojibwa nation, came to the fort with a pair of moccasins for

Wl
i ’

.
THE REVELATION OF PONTIAC'S CONSPIRACY.

Major Gladwyn, the commandant, and in parting with him manifested
unusual agitation and distress. She was seen to linger at the sfpeet
corner, and the sentinel summoned her to return to the major’s quar-
ters. There, after much persuasion and many assurances of protec-
tion, she yielded to his urgent inquiries into the cause of her grief
and revealed the plot. When Pontiac’s band on the following day
attempted to gain the fort by treachery, they found every soldier and
citizen under arms and ready to receive them. Then followed a

protracted siege, and the savage horde was finally driven off. But = :
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in all other quarters the attacks were attended with the most fatal
results. On the 16th of May Fort Sandusky was taken and burned,
and the garrison butchered by a band of Wyandots. A few days
later Fort St. Joseph suffered a similar fate at the hands of the Pot-
tawattamies. On the 29th of the month Fort Mackinaw was taken
and its defenders nearly all murdered by the Chippeways. One out-
post after another was captured and burned, until by the middle of
summer every English fort in the West, except Niagara, Fort Pitt
and Detroit, had fallen into the hands of the savages. But in the
mean time rumors of a treaty between France and England were
borne to the Red men; and they, becoming alarmed at their own
atrocities, began to sue for peace. The confederacy crumbled into
nothing. Every tribe seemed as anxious to avoid the consequences
a8 it had been to take up the hatchet. Pontiac and his band of Ot-
tawas held out for two years longer; then, abandoned by his follow-
ers, he fled to the Illinois, among whom he was finally killed in a
drunken brawl at the Indian town of Cahokia, opposite St. Louis.
For three years after the fall of Montreal the war between
France and England lingered on the ocean. The English fleets were
everywhere victorious. On the 10th of February, 1763, a treaty of
peace was made at Paris. All the French possessions in North Amer-
iea ‘eastward of the Mississippi from its source to the river Iberville
‘)
and thence through Lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the Gulf
of Mexico, were surrendered to Great Britain. At the same time
-Spail-l, with whom England had been at war, ceded Fast and West
Florida to the English Crown. As reciprocal with this provision
France was obliged to make a cession to Spain of all that vast terri-
tory west of the Mississippi, known as the Province of Louisiana,
By.the swee[?ing provisions of this treaty the French king lost his
miu:e .possessions in the New World. Thus closed the Freheh and
llldlal'l War, one of the most important in the history of mankind.
f[j':dtihl:s zonglc;'lcl Oiltﬂ:]vas ;lecide;d.lt}}at the decaying institutions of the
E giz e I.nbu prey a} in the West; and that the powerful
g ,in th;a and liberties of the English race should be planted
vast domains of the New World,
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

CONDITION OF THE COLONIES.

BEFORE entering upon the stirring events of the Revolution, it
will be of interest to glance at THE GENERAL CONDITION OF THE
AsericaN Coroxigs. There were thirteen of them: four in New
England,—Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Hamp-
shire; four Middle Colonies,—New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva-
nia, Delaware; five Southern,—Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, All had grown and prospered. The ele-
ments of power were everywhere present. A willful, patriotic, and
vigorous race of democrats had taken possession of the New World.
Institutions unknown in Europe, peculiar to the West, made neces-
sary by the condition and surroundings of the colonies, had sprung
up and were taking deep root in American soil.

According to estimates made for the year 1760 the population
of the colonies amounted to a million six hundred and ninety-five
thousand souls. Of these about three hundred and ten thousand were
blacks. Massachusetts was at this period perhaps the strongest col-
ony, having more than two hundred thousand people of European
ancestry within her borders. True, Virginia was the most populous,
having an aggregate of two hundred and eighty-four thousand inhab-
itants, but of these one hundred and sixteen thousand were Africans,

slaves. Next in strength stood Pennsylvania with a population of

nearly two hundred thousand; next Connecticut with her hundred

and thirty thousand people; next Maryland with a hundred and four
thousand ; then New York with eighty-five thousand ; New Jersey not
then South Carolina, and so through the feebler col-

quite as many;
than five thousand in-

onies to Georgia, in whose borders were less
habitants, including the negroes.

By the middle of the eighteenth century the people of the Amer-
joan colonies had to a certain extent assumed a ngtional character; but
they were still strongly marked with the peculiarities which their an=
cestors had brought from Europe. In New England, especially in Mas-
sachusetts and Cennecticut, the principles and practices of Puritanism
still held universal sway. On the banks of the Hudson the language,

manners, and customs of Holland were almost as prevalent as they

«eestors had been in the times
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w:t:ebectrll] a (iufndred years before, By the Delaware the Quakers

gathered in such numbers as to control all lesislation. : 1

prevent serious innovations ' nat it
ations upon the simple methods of ecivil and

social organization introduced by P ' '
:d by Penn. On the northe <
the Potomac, the youth- . iRy

ful Frederick, the sixth
Lord Baltimore, a friv-
olous and dissolute gov-
ernor, ruled a people
who still conformed to
the order of things es-
tablished a hundred and
thirty years - previously
by Sirs George and Ce-
eil Calvert. In Vir- .
ginia, mother of States L e
and statesmen, the peo- 75 il
ple had all their old BiY =
peculiarities; a some-
what haughty demean-
or; pride of ancestry;
fondness for aristocratic
gports; hospitality ; love
of freedom. The North
Carolinians were at this
epoch the same rugged
end insubordinate race
of hunters that they had
always been. The leg-
islative assembly, in its
eontroversies with Gov-
:Z:;Ez?;t;l});’t ni;al(ilfeﬁted all the int‘ractahle stubbornness which char-
i ody in t]‘m days of Seth Sothel. In South Carolina
> Was much prosperity and happiness. But there
e iere, too, popular
: enlarged by the constant encroachment of the leg-

islature upon th
e royal prerogative. The people itly
descent, were as hot-blooded an snmivntiy'coo

THE OLD THIRTEEN COLONIES.

d jealous of their rights as their an-
of the first immigrations. Of all the
at this time least strength and spirit.
nent established at the first the common-
Not until 1754, when Governor Reynolds

émerican colonies Georgia had
nder the system of govern:
Wealth haq languished,
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assumed control of the colony, did the affairs of the people on the
Savannah begin to flourish. Even afterwards, something of the
nd want of thrift which had marked the followers of
Oglethorpe still prevailed in Georgia. Nevertheless, after making
allowance for all these differefices of colonial character, a consid-
erable degree of American unity had been attained ; inter-colonial
relations were well established; and the people were far less antag-
onistic and sectional than they had been.

In matters of education New England took the lead. Her
system of free schools extended everywhere from the Hudson to the
Penobscot. Every village furnished facilities for the acquirement of
knowledge. So complete and universal were the means of instruc-
tion that in the times preceding the Revolution there was not to be
found in all New England an adult, born in the country, who could
Splendid achievement of Puritanism! In the

indigence a

not read and write.

Middle Colonies education was not so general ; but in Pennsylvania
there. was much intelligent activity among the people. Especially in
Philadelphia did the illustrious Franklin scatter the light of learn-
ing. South of the Potomac educational facilities were irregular and

designed for the benefit of the wealthier classes. But in
s the means of enlightenment were well provided ; in-
scarcely inferior to those of the East-
Nor should the private schools of
—Scottish reformers, Irish

generally
some localitie
gtitutions of learning sprang up
ern provinees, or even of Europe.
the colonial times be forgotten. Many men
liberals, and French patriots—despising the bigotry and intolerance
of their countrymen, fled for refuge to the New World, and there by
the banks of the Housatonic, the Hudson, the Delaware, the Poto-
mae, the Ashley, and the Savannah, taught the lore of books and

the lesson of liberty to the rugged boys of the American wilderness.

Among the Southern colonies Virginia led the van in matters of edu-
cation; while Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia lagged behind.
Previous to the Revolution nine colleges worthy of the name had
been established in the colonies. These were Harvard, William and
Mary, Yale, Princeton, King’s (now called Columbia), Brown, Queen’s
(afterwards called Rautgers), Dartmouth, and Hampden and Sydney.
In 1764 the first medical college was founded, af Philadelphia.

Of the printing-press, that other great agent and forerunner ©
civilization, the work was already effective. As early as
Boston News-Letter, first of periodicals in the New World, was pub-
lished in the city of the Puritans; but fifteen years elapsed before
another experiment of the same sort was made. In 1721 the New
England Courant, o little sheet devoted to free thought and the ex=

1704 the
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- S A
tm;.lmn of raseality, was established at Boston by the two Franklins
¥ 1%y € 1 .I 1 2 N . - . L‘
'._'ldr{l,(.h :m‘(l Benjamin, In 1740 New York had but one period
' ‘! 1} s - ) 1 ‘ ;
1;41, llrgm]m one, and South Carolina one; and at the close of th
rench : i¢ e ¥ "
o la ;"f Tlluh.m War, there were no more than ten newspapers
s ‘ i \ - e s A . - 5 3 !
E:, ﬂlu |ln the colonies. * The chief obstacles to such publications
ere the absence of great cities ‘e ‘
%) absence of .gu.lt cities and the difficulty of communication
etween distant sections of the country. Boston and Philad l hi
: : y. Bo iiladelphi:
had each no more than eighteen thousand inhabi few York
el g wusand inhabitants; New York
welve thousand. In all Virginia there w |
B e . ginia there was not one 1mportant
Lokt as far south as Georgia there was scarcely i
gt ok g as scarcely a considerable
mblﬁ., : j’ 10..1(.h .tlu.-,.\\ idely scattered population with periodical
] ] a lc(::b was quite impossible. Books were few, and of l'tfi
value. " i ; . raeniar: i
Some dry volumes of histery, theology, and polities w
only stock and store. O .’ Pty
i f re.  On the latter subject the publications were
g b.O(l\l 0 ]]nth mull spirit. © But notwithstanding this barren
ks and general poverty of Jledge, it
geners erty of the resources of know i
e . 3 > Tes s of knowledge, it
1y -u:.‘sual t‘hmg to find at the foot of the Virginia mountg'li,us
quiet precinets of Philadelphia, by o Wy
i mﬁ(,\.q % rl‘nl.xdt Iphia, by the banks of the Hudson,
A, { e‘ T ‘A Ly w ¥ H
i 3 3 v England, a man of great and solid learn-
o man was Thomas Jefferson; such were Franklin. and
Ivingston, and the Adamses—men of profound ]n]- ]" \ 1 od i
: ) scholars i
thought, ready with the pen, skillful in argu Sk o "Oh_] o
ey argument ; studious, witty,
Nothing i
impeded rogress of the i
B thorfu l}' the progress of the colonies more than the
i gh arel.s and easy communication between the different
. No general system of post-of |
- Sy post-offices or post- s had as y
been established; and the people w i woidwglad ©
e people were left in comparative or total
i passing events. No common sentiments could be ex
reéssed—no common enthusiasm be ki i he
. stasm be kindled in the co
: . mtry—nby
slow-going mails and packets. The ses it tc i
i 8. 1¢ sea-coast towns and cities found
°’r Intercourse by means of small sloops i
el . 1 li all sloops plying the Atlantic;
stricts were wholly eut off from such adv:
Roads were slowly built from point i d Tine b
\ point to point, and lines of travel by

“oach and wagc
agon were gradually establi
; adually established. To the very beginni
of the Revolution the people lived hhiouses

o - . apart, isolated and depe -
heir own resources for life g

e i ':uul enjoyment. When in 1766 an ex-
days, it \:i ade the trip from New York to Philadelphia in twe
a8 ¢ ANilored - P o ‘ ‘ ,
% ,-ma‘] I(un.suhlul a marvel of rapidity. Six years later the first
wge-coach began to run regularly ; oo iy
: : 1 regularly between Boston and Providence *
k] = i
tis remarkal
ol p y i i
e to note how tardily the attention of a people will be turned to the
d o th

building of roads, Thus, for instance, in =0 old
e : stance, in o old a country as Scotland tl
nghfares constructed until after the Scotch Rebellion of 1745 AT TR
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Bofore the Revolution the Americans were for the most part
an agrieultural people. Within the tide-water line of Virginia the
lands were divided into estates, and the planters devoted themselves
almost exclusively to the cultivation of tobacco. Farther inland the
products were more various: wheat, maize, potatces; upland cotton,
hemp, and flax. In the Carolinas and Georgia the rice crop was
most important ; after that, indigo, cotton, and some silk; tar, tur.

pentine, and what the hunter and fisherman gathered from the woods

and streams. New York, Philadelphia and Bostou were then as now
the great centers of trade; but commerce was carried on in a slow
and awkward manner, wholly unlike the rushing activity of more
recent times, Ship-building-was one of the most important colonial
interests. In the year 1738 no less than forty-one sailing vessels,
with an average burden of a hundred and fifty tons, were built and
Jaunched at the ship-yards of Boston. New England was the seat of
whatever manufacturing interest prevailed in the country. But all
enterprise in this direction was checked and impeded by the British
Board of Trade, whose stupid and arbitrary restrictions acted as a
damper on every kind of colonial thrift. No sooner would some
enterprising company of New England men begin the building of a
factory than this officious Board would interfere in such a way as to
make success impossible. So jealous was the English ministry of
AMerican progress! If, previous to the Revolution, any colonial

manufacture was successfully established, it was done against the will

of Great Britain, and in spite of her mean and churlish opposition.
Such were the American colonies—such the people whose bud-
ding nationality was now to be exposed to the blasts of war. These
people, whose ancestors had been driven into exile by the exagtions
of European governments and the bigotry of ecelesiastical power, had
become the rightful proprietors of the New World. They had fairly
won it from savage man gnd savage nature. They had subdued it
and built States within it. They owned it by all the claims of actual
possession ; by toil and trial; by the ordeal of suffering; by peril,

 privation, and hardship; by the baptism of sorrow and the shedding

of blood. No wonder that patriotism was the child of such travail
and discipline! No wonder that the men who from mountain

sky and river, from orchard and valley and forest, from the memo
ries of the past, the aspirations of the present and the hopes of the
future, had drank in the spirit of Liberty until their souls were per=
vaded with her sublime essence,—were now ready when the iron heel
of oppression was set upon their cherished rights, to draw the vindie-
tive sword even against the venerable monarchy of England!

.
11HE war of American Independence

s o enforce the principle in practi

PART I¥. .
REVOLUTION AND CONFEDERATION,

A. D. 1775—-1789.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
CAUSES.

: s as an event of vast mom
affecting the destinies of all nations. The question decided byetrlllté

.:.?:;l;ecitg\:azh?ris d W Irlether the English colonies in America, becoming
Empmn, ™ ;1 .hg'mem themal‘-e.lves or be ruled as dependencies of a
5 independenz:ec ";1‘] The decision was rendered in favor of separation
. u];[' he re.?ult has bf:'en the grandest and most promising
el {)On man] g(tl)}ernn}ent in the history of the world. The
iy g and distressing, though not characterized by great
gmge_. ,I t he combatants were of the same race and spoke a common lan-
i n:s Tf' the .first importance to understand the causes of the war.

0st general cause’of the American Revolution was THE RIGHT

OF ARB ’ GOVERN i
o I'.rIfAm GOVERNMENT, claimed by Great Britain and denied b
onies. So long as this claim was asserted by :

e g England only
eory, the conflict was postponed ; when the English gox?ernme?:i]; {)re;z

B i ce, the colonies resisted. The question
gﬁ&l’elle, ize 1?53“.2131?%@ abom- the time of the treaty qux\iX-la-
81775, each, vem: s r9m that period until the beginning of hostilities,
e ma; . e witnessed a ren.e\va] of the agitation. But there were

e t;l( mate’causes t.cndmg to bring on a conflict,
exerted so g to.i:i?t:aas {fl\? H{ﬂufn-cc of France, which was constantly
king would never ha spirit of resistance in the colonies. The French
was ceded to Grént I}ve 'atgreed "y t he treaty of 1763—by which Canada

i m]l ritain—had it not been with the hope of securing’

B i [;fortfnt('}f. 1It was the theory of France that by giving up
B e their 11, 1 the English colonies would become so strong as to
| e 'glanoe to the. crown. England feared such a result.
1 0nee 1t was proposed in Parliament to re-cede Canada to Feniios
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