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went by harmless. The retreat began at once, and the thirty Virginians,
who, with Washington, were all that remained alive, covered the flight of
the ruined army. The artillery, provisions, baggage and private papers
of the general were left on the field. '

The losses of the French and Indians were slight, amounting to
three officers and thirty men killed, and as many others' wounded. There
Wwas no attempt madg at pursuit. The savages fairly reveled in the spoils
of the battle-field. They had never known so rich a harvest of scalps
and booty. The tawny chiefs returned to Fort du Quesne clad in the
laced cogts, military boots and cockades of the British officers, The
dying Bmdgock was borne in the train of the fugitives. Once he roused
himself to say, “ Who would have thought it?” and again, “ We shall
better know how to deal with them another time.” On the evening of
the fourth day he died, and was buried by the roadside a mile west of Fort
Necessity. When the fugitives reached Dunbar’s camp, the confusion was
greater than ever. Dunbar was a man of feeble capacity and no courage ;
pretending to have the orders of the dying general, he proceeded to de-
stroy the remaining artillery, the heavy baggage, and all the public stores,
to the value of a hundred thousand pounds. Then followed a precipitate
retreat to Fort Cumberland, and then an abandonment of that place for
the safer precincts of Philadelphia. It was only the beginning of August,
yet Dunbar pleaded the necessity of finding winter quarters for his forces,

The great expedition of Braddock had ended in such a disaster as spread
consternation and gloom over all the colonies,

CHAPTER XXXII,
RUIN OF ACADIA.

BY the treaty of Utrecht, made in 1713, the province of Acadia, or Nova
Scotia, was ceded by France to England. During the following fifty
years the colony remained under the dominion of Great Britain, and was
ruled by English officers. But the great majority of the people were
French, and the English government amounted only to a military occu-
pation of the peninsula. The British colors, floating over Louisburg and
lis, and the presence of British garrisons here and there, were the
only tokens that this, the oldest French colony in America, had passed
ander the eontrol of foreigners,
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At the time of the cession the population amounted to about three
thousand ; by the outbreak of the French and Indian War the number
had increased to more than sixteen thousand., Lawrence, the deputy-
governor of the province, pretended to fear an insurrection. When Brad-
dock and the colonial governors convened at Alexandria, it was urged
that something must be done to overawe the French and strengthen the
English authority in Acadia. The enterprise of 1;educing the French
peasants to complete humiliation was entrusted to Lawrence, who was
to be assisted by a British fleet under Colonel Monckton. On the 20th of
May, 1755, the squadron, with three thousand troops, sailed from Boston
for the Bay of Fundy.

The French had but two fortified posts in the provin.ce; both of
these were on the isthmus which divides Nova Scotia from New Bruns-
wick. The first and most important fortress, named Beau-Sejour, was sit-

nated near the mouth of Messagouche
Creek, at the head of Chignecto Bay.
The other fort, a mere stockade called
Gaspereau, was on the north side of
1® the isthmus, at Bay Verte. De Ver-
gor, the French commandant, had
no intimation of approaching danger
till the English fleet sailed fearlessly
into the bay and anchored before the
walls of Beau-Sejour. There was no
preparation for defence. On the 3d

A5

PR KCaSirAW Triaces TS and on the next day forced their way

across the Messagouche. A vigorous
siege of four days followed. Fear and confusion reigned among the gar-
rison ; no suceessful resistance could be offered. On the 16th of the month
Beau-Sejour capitulated, received an English garrison and took the name
of Fort Cumberland. The feeble post at Gaspereau was taken a few days

afterward, and named Fort Monckton. Captain Rous was despatched with —

four vessels to capture the fort at the mouth of the St. John’s; but before
the fleet could reach its destination, the French reduced the town to ashes
and escaped into the interior. In a campaign of less than a month, and
with a loss of only twenty men, the English had made themselves masters
of the whole country east of the St. Croix.

The war in Acadia was at an end; but what should be done with
the people? The French inhabitants still outnumbered the English
uearly three to one, Governor Lawrence and Admiral Boscawen, in con-

o/ @ of June the English forces landed,
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ference with the chief Justice of the province, settled upon the atrocious
measure of driving the people into banishment. The first movement was
to demand an oath of allegiance which was so framed that the French. as
honest Catholics, could not take it. The priests advised the pea.sant; to
declare their loyalty, but refuse the oath, which was meant to ensnare their
gouls. The next step on the part of the English was to accuse the Frenen
of trefason, and to demand the surrender of all their firearms and bo;ts.
To this measure the broken-hearted people also submitted. They even
offered to take the oath, but Lawrence declared that, having once refused

they must now take the consequences. The British vass:ls were mad(;
ready, and the work of forcible embarkation began.

The country about the isthmus was covered with peaceful hamlets,

THE EXILE OF THE ACADIANS.*

'tll']lzeqe were now laid waste, and the people driven into the larger towns op
s coast. Qthers were induced by artifice and treachery to put them-
ves into the power of the English. Wherever a sufficient number of

;11? Frfench could be gotten together they were driven on shipboard
€y were allowed to take their wives and children
ks Would not be inconvenient on the vessels,
wWere confiscated, and what could not be app

and as much property
The estates of the provinee
rovriated was given to the

¥ Longfellow’s Evangeline is founded on this incident,




204 HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

flames, The wails of thousands of bleeding hearts were wafted to heaven
with the smoke of burning homes. At the village of Grand Pre four
hundred and eighteen unarmed men were called together and shut up in
a church, Then came the wives and children, the old men and the
mothers, the sick and the infirm, to share the common fate. The whole
company numbered more than nineteen hundred souls, The poor crea-
tures were driven down to the shore, forced into the boats at the point
of the bayonet, and carried to the vessels in the bay, As the moaning
fugitives cast a last look at their pleasant town, a column of black smoke
floating seaward told the story of desolation. More than three thousand
of the hapless Acadians were carried away by the British squadron and
scattered, helpless, half starved and dying, among the English colonies.
The history of civilized nations furnishes no parallel to this wanton and
wicked destruction of an inoffensive colony. .

CHAPTER XXXIII.
EXPEDITIONS OF SHIRLEY AND JOHNSON.

THE third campaign planned by Braddock at Alexandria was to be
conducted by Governor Shirley of Massachusetts. The expedition
was to proceed from Albany to Oswego, and thence by water to the
mouth of the Niagara. It was known that Fort Niagara was an insig-
nificant post, depending for its defence upon a small ditch, a rotten
palisade and a feeble garrison. To capture this place, to obtain command
of the river, and to cut off the communications of the French by way of
the lakes, were the objects of the campaign. “Fort du Quesne can hardly
detain me more than three or four days,” said Braddock to Shirley, “and
then I will meet you at Niagara.” !

In the early part of Aungust, Shirley set out at the head of nearly
two thousand men. It was the last of the month before he reached
Oswego. Here the provincial forces had been ordered to assemble. F?m'
weeks were spent in preparing boats for embarkation. 'When everything

was in readiness, a storm arose ; and when the storm abated, the winds blew,

in the wrong direction. Then came another tempest and another delay;
then sickness prevailed in the camp. With the beginning of Qctober
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Shirley declared the lake to be dangerous for navigation. The Indians
deserted the standard of a leader whose skill in war consisted in framing
excuses. The fact was that the general, while on the march to Oswego,
had learned of the destruction of Braddock’s army, and feared that a sim-
ilar fate might overtake his own. On the 24th of October the greater
part of the provincial forces, led by Shirlcy, marched homeward. Only
one result of any importance followed from the campaign—the fort at
Oswego was well rebuilt and garrisoned with seven hundred men under
Mercer,

Far more important was the expedition entrusted to General Wil-
liam Johnson. The object had in view was to capture the enemy’s fort-
ress at Crown Point, and to drive the French from the shores of Lake
Champlain. Johnson’s army numbered three thousand four hundred
men, including a body of friendly Mohawks. The active work of the
campaign began early in August, when General Phineas Lyman, at the
head of the New England troops, proceeded to the Hudson above Albany,
and at a point just below where the river bends ab-
ruptly to the west built Fort Edward. Thither in
the last days of summer came the commanding general
with the main division. The watershed between the
Hudson and Lake George is only twelve miles wide.
Johnson’s army marched across to the head of the lake
and laid out a commodious camp. A week was spent
in bringing forward the artillery and stores. The
soldiers were busy preparing boats for embarkation,
and the important matter of fortifying the camp was
wholly neglected.

In the mean time, Dieskau, the daring command-
ant at Crown Point, determined to anticipate the
movements of the English. With a force of fourteen vicr¥rry oF Laxe
hundred French, Canadians and Indians he sailed up i
Lake Champlain to South Bay. From this point he marched to the
upper springs of Wood Creek, intending to strike to the south, pass the
English army and capture Fort Edward before the alarm could be given.

But the news was carried to General Johnson ; and a foree of a thousand

men under command of Colonel Williams, accompanied by Hendrick, the

gray-haired chieftain of the Mohawks, with two hundred warriors, was

sent to the relief of the endangered fort. On the previous night Dieskau’s
guides had led him out of his course. On the morning of the 8th of
‘B?ﬁember the French general found himself and his army about four
tuiles north of Fort Edward, on the main road from the Hudson to Lake
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George. Just at this time Colonel Williams’s regiment and the Mohawks
came in sight, marching toward the fort. Dieskau quickly formed an
ambush, and the English were entrapped; but the Indian allies of the
French showed themselves to their countrymen, and would not fire. The
Canadians and the French poured in a deadly volley ; both Williams and
Hendrick fell dead, and the English were thrown into confusion. But
Colonel Whiting rallied the troops, returned the enemy’s fire, and re-
treated toward the lake. St. Pierre, one of the French generals, was
killed.
. The noise of battle was heard in Johnson’s camp, and preparations
. were made for a general engagement. There were no entrenchments, but
trees were hastily felled for breastworks, and the cannons were brought
into position. It was Dieskau’s plan to rush into the English camp
along with the fugitives whom he was driving before him; but the In-
dians, afraid of Johnson’s guns, would not join in the assault; the Red
men retired to a hill at a safe distance. The Canadians were disheartened ;
and the handful of French regulars made the onset almost unsupported.
It was the fiercest battle which had yet been fought on American soil.
For five hours the conflict was incessant. In the beginning of the engage-
ment Johnson received a slight wound and left the field ; but the troops
of New England fought on without a commander. Nearly all of Dieskau’s
regulars were killed. At last the English troops leaped over the fallen
trees, charged across the field, and completed the rout. Three times
Dieskau was wounded, but he would not retire. His aids came to bear
him off; one was shot dead, and he forbade the others. He ordered his
servants to bring him his military dress, and then seated himself on the
stump of a tree. A remegade Frenchman belonging to the English army
rushed up to make him a prisoner. The wounded general felt for his
watch to tender it in token of surrender. The Frenchman, thinking that
Dieskau was searching for a pistol, fired, and the brave commander fell,
" mortally wounded.

The vietory, though complete, was dearly purchased. Two hun-
dred and sixteen of the English were killed, and many others wounded.
Geeneral Johnson, who had done but little, was greatly praised ; Parliament
made him a baronet for gaining a victory which the provincials gained
for him. Made wiser by the battle, he now constructed on the site of his
camp a substantial fort, and named it William Henry. The defences of
Fort Edward were strengthened with an additional garrison, and the
remainder of the troops returned to their homes. Meanwhile, the French
had reinforced Crown Point, and had seized and fortified Ticonderoga.
Such was the condition of affairs at the close of 1755.

TWO YEARS OF DISASTER,

CHAPTER XXXIV.
TWO YEARS OF DISASTER.

.
AFTER the death of Braddock the chief command of the English
- forces in .America was given to Governor Shirley. But no regular
military organization had been effected ; and the war was carried on in a
desultory manner. Braddock had ruined one army ; Shirley had scat-
tered another. On Lake George, Johnson had achieved a marked suc-
cess. In th-e beginning of 1756, Washington at the head of the Vir-
ginian provincials repelled the French and Indians in the valley of the
She,nan.doah. At the same time the Pennsylvania volunteers, choosin
Franklin for their colonel, marched to the banks of the Lehi;rh builtg
for-t, and made a successful campaign. In the preceding Defcember
Shirley met the colt?nial governors at New York and planned the move:
;ents for the following year. One expedition, proceeding by way of the
ennebec, was to threaten Quebee. Forts Frontenac, Toronto and Niagara
were to be taken. Du Quesne, Detroit and Mackinaw deprived of tiir
communications, must of course surrender. :

In t.he mean time, after much debate in Parliament, it was decided
to coz‘lsohdate and put under one authority all the military forces in
.Amm:lca. The earl of Loudoun received the appointment of commander-
m—;hé:ﬂ General Abercrombie was second in rank ; and forty British
Zzlloniat;rman oﬂi;ers were oommissi‘oned to organize and discipline the
gl fz'i.x:ély.l n t}_zlee(llast of April, 1756, Abercrombie, with two bat-
ey %? z:rs, ?3.1 for l\.Iew York. Lord Loudoun was to follow *
ol rau:pc()]r‘t{?, bearing the artillery, tents, ammunition and
- 0 e expe 1thn. The commander waited a month for his

8, and then sailed without them. On‘the 15th of June a man-of-

same time the corps of British officers arrived at New York. Meanwhile
?

of the previous campaigns, At the

:Jilllittil;?gtg of May, ({}ireat Britain, after nearly two years of actual hos.
*5, made an open declaration of v hich we oyeq
declaration on the part of France, var, which was followed by a similar

On the 25th of June, Abercrombie reached Albany. He began his

great campaign by surveying the town, digging a ditch and quartering
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his soldiers with the citizens. In July, Lord Loudoun arrived and
assumed the command of the colonial army. The French, meanwhile,
profiting by these delays, organized a force of more than five thousand
men, crossed Lake Ontario and laid siege to Oswego. The marquis of
Montealm, who had succeeded Dieskau as commander-in-chief, led the
expedition. At the mouth of Oswego River there were two forts; the
old block-house on the west and the new Fort Ontario on the east. The
latter was first attacked. Thirty pieces of cannon were brought to bear
on the fortress. After a brave defence of one day, the little garrison
abandoned the works and escaped to the old fort across the river. This
place was also invested by the French. For two days the English, num-
bering only fourteen hundred, held out against the besiegers, and then sur-
rendered. A vast amount of ammunition, small arms, accoutrements
" and provisions fell to the captors, Six vessels of war, three hundred
boats, a hundred and twenty cannon and three chests of money were the
farther fruits of a victory by which France gained the only important
outpost of England on the lakes. To please his Indian allies, Montcalm
ordered Oswego to be razed to the ground.

During this summer the Delawares, false to their treaty, rose in
Western Pennsylvania and almost ruined the country. More than a
thousand people were killed or carried into captivity. In August, Colonel
John Armstrong, at the head of three hundred volunteers, crossed the
Alleghanies, and after a twenty days’ march reached the Indian town of Kit-
taning, forty-five miles north-east from Pittsburg. Lying in concealment
until daydawn on the morning of September 8th, the English rose against
the savages, and after a desperate battle destroyed them almost to a man.
The village was burned and the spirit of the barbarians completely broken.
The Americans lost sixteen men. Colonel Armstrong and Captain Hugh
Mercer, afterward distinguished in the Revolution, were both severely

. wounded.

Lord Loudoun continued at Albany. His forces were amply suffi-
cient to capture every stronghold of Canada in the space of six weeks,
Instead of marching boldly to the north, he whiled away the summer and
fall, talked about an attack from the French, digged ditches, slandered
the provincial officers and waited for winter. When the frosts came, he
made haste to distribute the colonial troops and to quarter the regulars on
the principal towns. The vigilant French, learning what sort of a general
they had to cope with, crowded Lake Champlain with boats, strengthened
Crown Point and completed a fort at Ticonderoga. With the exception
of Armstrong’s expedition against the Indians, the year 1756 closed with-
out a single substantial success on the part of the English.
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And the year 1757 was equally disastrous. The campaign which

was planned by Loudoun was limited to the conquest of Louisbmb‘g Ever
since the treaty of Utrecht tfle French had retained Cape Bretc:n' anc
t!]e fortress at Louisburg had been made one of the strongest on t}.l!; con-
tinent. On the 20th of June, Lord Loudoun sailed from New York with
an army of six thousand regulars. By the first of July he was at Hal-
1?1x, where he was joined by Admiral Holbourn with a powerful fleet of
sixteen men-of-war. There were on board five thousand additional
troops fresh from the armies of England. Never was such a use made of
a.sPIendid armament. Loudoun landéd before Halifax, cleared off 2 mus-
tering plain, and set his officers to drilling regiments already skilled in
every manceuvre of war. To heighten the absurdity, the fields about the
aity were planted with onions, For it was said that the men might take
the scurvy ! By and by the news came that the French vessels in the
harbor of Louisburg outnumbered by one the ships of the English squad-
ron. To attack a force that seemed superior to his own was not a part of
Lou'doun’s-tactics. Ordering the fleet to go cruising around Cape Breton.
he 'mllmediately embarked with his ammy, and sailed for New York:
‘Amvmg at this place, he proposed to his officers to fortify Long Island
in order to defend the continent against an enemy whom he outnumbered
four to one.

Meanwhile, the daring Montcalm had made a brillian ign i
the country of Lake George. With a force of six thousanfi C;I;‘lel?};]gl;lis
Canadians and seventeen hundred Indians he proceeded up the Sorel
enterefl.Lake Champlain, and reached Ticonderoga. The object of th;
expedition was to capture and destroy Fort William Henry T‘}he French °
a.nd the-Iroquois, who had now abandoned the cause of the- colonies, were
fived with enthusiasm. Dragging their artillery and boats acm;a the
portage to Lake George, they re-embarked, and on the 3d of August laid

. siege to the English fort. The place was defended by only five hundred

;lierf }mder the brave Colonel Monro; but there were seventeen hundred
th.dltlan}al troops within supporting distanee in the adjacent trenches, All
is while General Webb was at Fort Edward, but fourteen miles distant,
::;th an army of more than four thousand British regulars. Instead of
det\;inn:;ng .to.the relief of Fort William Henry, Webb held a council to
ne if it were not better to retire to Albany, and sent a my to
Colonel Monro advising capitulation. g
= For six dayfs the French pressed the siege with vigor. The ammu-
2 ﬂt:ln of the garrison was nearly exhausted ; half of the guns were burst;
fothing rema.m.ed but to surrender. Honorable terms were granted, Thg
English, retaining their private effects, were released on a pledge not to
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re-enter the service for eighteen months, A safe escort was promised to
Fort Edward. On the 9th of August the J'rench took possession of the
fortress. Unfortunately, the Indians procured a quantity of spirits from
the English camp. Maddened with intoxication, and in spite of the
utmost exertions of Montcalm and his officers, the savages fell upon the
prisoners and began a massacre. Thirty of the English were tomahawked
and many others dragged away into captivity. The retirement of the
garrison to Fort Edward became a panic and a rout. .

Such had been the successes of France during the year that the
English had not a single hamiet or fortress remaining in the whole basin
of the St. Lawrence. Every cabin where English was spoken had been
swept out of the Ohio valley. At the close of the year 1757, France pos-
sessed twenty times as much American territory as England; and-five
times as much as England and Spain together, Such had been the im-
becility of the English management in America that the flag of Great
Britain was brought into disgrace,

CHAPTER XXXYV.
TWO YEARS OF SUCCESSES.

REAT was the discouragement in Enffland. The duke of Newecastle
and his associates in the government were obliged to resign. A new
ministry was formed, at the head of which was placed that remarkable
man William Pitt, called the Great Commoner, The imbecile Lord
Loudoun was deposed from the American army. General Abercrombie
was appointed to succced him% but the main reliance for success was
placed, not so much on the commander-in-chief) as on an efficient corps
of subordinate officers whom the wisdom of Pitt now directed to America.
Admiral Boscawen was put in command of the fleet, consisting of twenty-
two ships of the line and fifteen frigates. The able general Amherst was
to lead a division. Young Lord Howe, brave and amiable, was next in
rank to Abercrombie. The gallant James Wolfe led a brigade. . General
Forbes held an important command ; and Colonel Richard Montgomery

was at the head of a régiment.
Three campaigns were planned for 1758. Amherst, acting in con=
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junction with the fleet, was to capture Louisburg. Lord Howe, under
the direction of the commapder-in-chief, was to reduce Crown’ Point
and Ticonderoga, The recovery of the Ohio valley was entrusted to
General Forbes., On the 28th of May, Amherst, at the head of ten
thousand effective men, reached Halifax. In six days more the fleet was
anchored in Gabarus Bay. Wolfe put his division into boats rowed
th.rough the surf under fire of the French batteries, and gained ti:e shore
without serious loss. The French dismantled their battery and retreated
Wolfe next gained possession of the north-east harbor and planted hmv);
guns on the cape near the lighthouse. From this position the island
battery of the French was soon silenced, Louisburg was fairly invested
and tl.le siege was pressed with great vigor.  On the 21st of July tln‘eé
French vessels were burned in the harbor. Two days later, the Prudent
a seventy-four gun ship, was fired and destroyed by the English boats’
The town was already a heap of ruins, and the walls of the fb:tress uegan
to crumble. For a whole week the French soldiers had no place where
!:hey C(?l{ld rest in safety ; of their fifty-two cannon only twelve remained
In position, Further resistance was hopeless. On the 28th of July
Louisburg capitulated. Cape Breton and Prince Edward's Island were sur-
rendered to Great Britain. The garrison, together with the marines, in
all nearly six thousand men, became prisoners of war and were scnt,. to
England, Amherst after his great success abandoned Louisburg, and the
fleet took station at Halifax. ,
e Meanwhile, General Abercrombie had not been idle. On the 5th of
B0t cutci Ty, 1 oo e Lake
ar ga, avy guns and ubundant
stores the expedition proceeded to the northern extremity of the lake and
landed on the western shore, The country about the French fortress :t'as
very ur{favorable for military operations. The English proc-eededh —with
great qlﬂicult)', leaving their artillery behind, Lord Howe led the ad-
vance in person. On the morning of the 6th, when the English were
bearing the fort, they fell in with the pi&ot line of the me-]:3 number-
g no more than three hundred, A severe skirmish ensued : t[’le French
were overwl.lelmed, but not until they had inflicted on th’e English a
tel:fble loss in the death of Lord Howe. The soldiers were stricken with
g:; t,]:niul])eg:n a retreat.tf) the landing. Abercrombie was in the rear,
- 0 the.expedltmn had departed. ,
= thenﬁ;}:;ﬁn;(:;'{r)]lllzg(; fo{" .the l(‘ijlth the Eng?ish engine(tr-roported falsely
o 8 .mom eroga were fiimsy and trifling, Again the
Put in motion ; and when just beyond the reach of the French
8008, the divisions were arranged to carry the place by assault. For more




