HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

i der
ie f Carolina sent out a colony un
7 of 1670 the proprietors o : un
3 Jm:r?:::?l of Joseph West and William Sayle. Thcre‘“ as n1t tllisPtilzi
tm:iln le European settlement between the mnu.th of (.‘apef‘l* mrlvxfom
“Oda} gt John’s, in Florida. Here wasa beautlﬂ}l coast 0 nezrl!'l.
b ;l:d m.ilés rea’dy to receive the beginnings of civilization. T ;e ne‘;
hlll.1 n ts, sailing by way of Barbadoes, steered far to the So..lft]l‘, gxl;t
e he;d th,e mainland in the country of the Savannah. Thelv?me};tu s
xmt/(;red the harbor of Port Royal. It was now a hundred and eig )m :
g 3 T4} ¥ n
:ir:lce John Ribault, on an islind in this same haqb«;r, hadl btlt c:i; : 8
ili ; now the Englishman had come,
red with the lilies of France; now :
engm&‘e}?e‘;gih 1were anchored near the site of Beaufort. But !.Ille c:lo-
ists were dici):tisﬁed with the appearance of the country, and did n.(; eio
:.;;sre Saiiing northward along the constdf(:;‘ folrty ntmllleq;if‘:ltc}h;;? b
: i od where the firs
h of Ashley River, and landed w here | :
i 251; ::1 Oliithth(; southern banli. Here were laid the founc}at;o.us t;f
i e
:)P}gea(]harlgon, so named in honor of King Charlefth.lin(;) ‘ ; ;mé b
i i ains except the
m in South Carolina, no trace remains e )
Olﬁ?fli tv‘;:snd]igrred around the fort; a cotton-field occupies the site of the
w L=}
mcienstasfli:li::gnﬁeen commissioned as governor and West a:i,. eorlmerciag
f s had been furnished with a copy o
f the colony. The settlers _ .
a]f(!:]l:e’: big- constitution, but they had no more use for it thanw for altlliz;ug
le hm.lt Instead of the grand model, a little government was Oi‘g‘il e
i I;,he ;‘inciples of common sense. Five councilors were electe;( )y 3
& le pand five others appointed by the proprietors. O'vcr t.hl]s (I?}ln;f
pcfotlt)m,the vernor presided. Twenty dolegatea,‘c()}npmmg a mlu:~e
) ntat-i%(;s were chosen by the colonists,. Within two years the ;:yz-
;eg:'“j? popula; government was firmly established in the' province, ;
cept the prevalence of diseases peculiar {o the southern climate, no calam.
ising State.
i ed the prospects of the rising : 3
> daillje:he begigning of 1671 Governor Sayle died, and West, i)} col;lf
mon consent, assumed the duties of the vacant office. After the lapse of
]
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a few months, Sir John Yeamans, who had been governor of the northern
province and was now in Barbadoes, was compmissioned by the proprie-
tors as chief magistrate of the southern colony. He brought with him to
Ashley River a large cargo of African slaves. From the beginning the
colonists had devoted themselves to planting; but the English laborers,
mnused as yet to the climate, could hardly endure the excessive heats of the
sultry fields. To the Caribbee negroes, already accustomed to the burn-
ing sun of the tropics, the Carolina summer seemed temperate and pleasant,
Thus the labor of the black man was substituted for the labor of the white
man, and in less than two years from the founding of the colony the system
of slavery was firmly established. In this respect the history of South
Carolina is peculiar, Slavery had been introduced into all the American
colonies, but everywhere else the introduction had been effected by those
who were engaged in the slave-trade, In South Carolina alone was the
system adopted as a political and social experiment and with a view to the
regular establishment of g laboring class in the State. Governor Yeamans
was the first to accept this policy, which soon became the general policy
of the province, The importation of negroes went on so rapidly that in
a short time they outnumbered the whites as two to one,

Immigration from England did not lag. During the year 1671 a
System of cheap rents and liberal bounties was adopted by the proprietors,
and the country was rapidly filled with people. A tract of 2 hundred and
fifty acres was granted to every one who would either immigrate or ime
Port a negro. Fertile lands were abundant. Wars and pestilence had
almost annihilated the native tribes; whole counties were almost without an
Occupant. The disasters of one race had prepared the way for the coming
of another. Only a few years before this time New Netherland had been
“vonquered by the English. The Dutch were greatly

dissatisfied with the
governflent which the duke of York had established over them, and

to leave the country. The proprietors of Carolina sent several
ships to New York, loaded them with the industrious but discontented
People, and brought them without expense to Charleston, The unoccupied
ds west of Ashley River were divided among the Dutch, who formed
there o thriving settlement called Jamestown. The fame of the ney
Country reached Holland, and other emigrants left fatherland to join their
insmen in Caroking, Charles IT., who rarely aided a colony, collected a
®mpany of Protestant refugees from the South of Europe, and sent them
% Carolina to introduce the silk-worm and to begin the cultivation of the
Erape,
In 1680 the present metropolis of South Carolina was founded. The
ﬂte of 01(1 Fharlestun had been hastily and in'ndiciunsly selected, The
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delightful peninsula called Oyster Point, between Ashley and Cooper
Rivers, was now chosen as the spot on which to build a city. The erec-
tion of thirty dwellings during the first summer gave proof of enterprise ;
the name of CHARLESTON was a second time bestowed, and the village
immediately became the capital of the colony. The unhealthy climate
for a while retarded the progress of the new town, but the people were
full of life and enterprise; storehouses and wharves were built, and mer
chant-ships soon began to throng the commodious harbor.

Injustice provoked an Indian war. Some vagabond Nestoes, whose
only offence consisted in strolling through the plantations, were shot.
The tribe appealed to the government, and the proprietors showed a wil-
lingness to punish the wrongdoers ; but the pioneers were determined to
fight and the savages were naturally revengeful. Scenes of violence con-
tinued along the border, and hostilities began in earnest. In the prosecu-
tion of the war the colonists were actuated by a shameful spirit of avarice.
The object was not so much to punish or destroy the savages as to take
them prisoners. A bounty was offered for every captured Indian, and as
fast as the warriors were taken they were sold as slaves {or the West In-
dies. The petty strife continued for a year, and was then concluded with

a treaty of peace. Commissioners were appointed, to whom all complaints
and disputes between the natives and the colonists should henceforth be

submitted.
South Carolina was favored with rapid immigration, and the immi-

grants were worthy to become the founders of a great State. , The best
nations of Europe contributed to people the country between Cape Fear
and the Savannah. England continued to send her colonies. In 1683
Joseph Blake, a brother of the great English admiral, devoted his fortune
and the last years of his life to bringing a large company of dissenters_
from Somersetshire to Charleston. In the same year an Irisl colony
under Ferguson arrived at Ashley River, and met a hearty welcome. A
company of Seotch Presbyterians, ten families in all, led by the excellent
Lord Cardross, settled at Port Royal in 1684. The authorities of Charles-
ton claimed jurisdiction there, and the new immigrants reluctantly yielded
to the claim. Two years afterward a band of Spanish soldiers arrived
from St. Aungustine, and the unhappy Scotch exiles were driven from their
homes. But intolerant France gave up more of her subjects than did all
the other nations.

As early as 1598 Henry IV, king of the French, had published a
celebrated proclamation, called the Edict of Nantes, by the terms of which
the Huguenots were protected in their rights of religious worship. Now,
after eighty-seven years of toler " = Louis XIV., blinded with bigotry
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and passion and hoping to make Catholicism unive
. . ; i rersal, revoked the ki
fg(;t,;n;]h :;xposc:(] fhc Protestants of his kingdom to ,t;m\ ?(ij‘g-;f:;[l)‘rﬁ(};‘],
B o e ;‘ :2:1:1::” I.r; ‘(_!i"(](ll‘ to enforce the decree of revocation the
B ,lmt' t.](,‘( tln the towns of the Huguenots, the ports were
e tti]: mjl,.‘un. the ]}l)l‘f](‘m were watched to prevent escape.
bl ; 1\\.}\.4} of despotism! In spite of every precaution
B “mdd.n ( h(.}vt.m best penp]_u of France, prefbrring_:; hanishmem;
e g: iy Tn:]i, IL::]»GI from their country and fled, sclf‘—exiled, into
o an?lu::::ﬁ \\;‘u ta'('nttorcd ‘ﬁ‘om the Baltic Sea to the
e e _’\ g 1€ '(.u-‘to_x:n continent from Maine to Flor-
il l“l"ln:.[uuir;‘(mt mln‘m(:s, South Carolina received the great-
il \..i;]. al lle. Iu-govs within I.w.r borders. They were met by
but neither In'on; ise. uullj ;tlﬁéjef\f'gt?;::(jll]i'mtd]a i‘";’é’;i?"e . "iti"-"'“hil"i
' : > mediately fulfilled, for the colony
:3}1:;1 ;(;tc)r;zlt ::.:E:‘]I:;)lln'cd \:i‘l::lxt s[mu]t]' be its lu\vs}of 11utura,1imritol:t (ci.l;:::])l
- Umii :] :;J t}f:}.l.)l‘()pl‘l('tul‘s claimed the right of fixing the
il a":l 'q-lut:st‘mn c-f)uld be decided the Huguenots were
ey h s :\1 ;:I,I .‘_io(;l;tt-:m.us unl\'im.]ly treated by the jealous
e 7 were all discriminations against the
: In 1686 came James Colleton as i y
:'dnnni‘stllla:;in with a foolish attempt ticzjsal::;ilﬁ;lirmr. i
on o 'k ' 5 To vonder 4
e ea[illutl] bhz;]fte:.bl_xry. No \mn_dvr that the assembly resisted
- a, : m-t't‘ e I‘)cnple were embittered against him. The rents
i t,o Idi)‘{::tn; t\': :J.': -refuscd, am‘l the colony was in a state of rcbc[lion‘.
B . attention fm'm himself, Colleton published a proclama-
. . © orth the danger of a pretended invasi ' i s
B e ‘i ‘ la. pretended invasion by the Indians and
il ha.s"(?t ]c-dr ou and the provinee declared under
i ek r:fh;m. The peoplu. were only exasperated by
T Fm.m t f;, t»l the governor. Tidings came that James I,
e e throne of England. The popular assembly was
: llliam and Mary were proclaimed as sm'ereigns: In

1690 a de(’!‘(‘c {')f' Irl‘p‘.( ('} 1€ ! B.!_ 3
I . 35e( 'li \! 'O]]E!tl:)ll d"[! h(., was
Acnn ]lt Was passes l allsy
]bh(‘(‘l fl oIm the PPO\ mnee, ' L

The people

began his

mammoth constitn

d of Nor b ing j
e ( \f \(?1 ﬂ.l (,uml!na had just performed a similar service
. Not satisfied with h'is previous success, he at once re
/ - ’ s i

paired to Charlestor
ston and assumed the gov
: . > government he s -

To Sothel’s other merits were added t]i qualifi ‘:t' = th;‘ h”;;““ el i

e : ¢ qualifications of a first-rate dem-

e hi};autl ?uced the pcjoplo to acquiesce in his usurpation and to sus

: wority,  But his avaricious dispositi ld

B e s disposition could not long be held
prietors disclaimed his acts and after a turbulent rule
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of two years, he and his government were overthrown. - One bright page
redeems the record of his administration, In May of 1691 the first gen=
eral act of enfranchisement was passed in favor of the Huguenots.

Philip Ludwell, who had been collector of customs in Virginia,
and since 1689 governor of North Carolina, was now sent to establish
order in the southern province. He spent a year in a well-meant effort
to administer the government of the proprietors; but the people were
fixed in their antagonism to the constitution, and nothing could be accom-
plished. Ludwell gave.up the hopeless task, withdrew from the prov-
ince, and returned to Virginia. South Carolina had fallen into a condi-
tion bordering on anarchy.

Nearly a quarter of a century had elapsed since Locke drafted the
grand model. At last the proprietors came to see that the establishment
of such a monstrous frame of government over. an American colony was
impossible. Pride said that the constitution should stand, for the nobility
of England had declared it immortal. But self-interest and common
sense demanded its abrogation, and the demand prevailed. In April of
1693 the proprietors assembled and voted the boasted model out of exist~
ence, It was enacted at the same meeting that since the people of Caro-.
lina preferred a simple charter government, their request be granted.
The magnificent paper empire of Shaftesbury was swept into oblivion.

Thomas Smith was now appointed governor, but was soon super-

seded by John Archdale, a distinguished and talented Quaker. Arriving
in 1695, he began an administration so just and wise that dissension ceased
and the colony entered upon a new career of prosperity. The quit-rents
on lands were remitted for four years. The people were given the option
of paying their taxes in money or in produce. The Indians were concili-
ated with kindness and protected against kidnappers., Some native Cath-
olics were ransomed from slavery and sent to their homes in Florida, and
the Spanish governor reciprocated the deed with a friendly message.
When the old jealousy against the Huguenots asserted itself in the gen-
eral assembly, the benevolent influence of Archdale procured the passage
of a law by which all Christians, except the Catholics, were fully enfran-
chised ; the ungenerous exception was made against the governor’s will.
It was a real misfortune to the colony when, in 1698, the good governor
was recalled to England.

James Moore was next commissioned as chief magistrate. The
first important act of his administration was a declaration of hostilities
against the Spanish settlement of St. Augustine. Queen Anne’s War had
broken out. The Spaniards were in alliance with the French against the
English. By the antagonism of England and Spain, South Carolina and
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Florida were brought into conflict. Yet a declaration of war was strong-
ly oppuqe-d ‘in the assembly at Charleston, and was only passed b ga
small majority. It was voted to raise and equip a force of twelve hin-
dred men, and -to invade Florida by land and water, The summer of
1702 was spent in preparation, and in September the expeditions de rted,
the land-forces led by Colonel Daniel and the fleet commanded Il))a th
governor, S
The English vessels sailed down the coast, entered the St. John’s

a.nd blocked up the river. Daniel marched overland, reached St .Au
tine :and captured the town. But the Spaniards withdrew withou.t seri?:s
?oss into the castle, and bade defiance to the besiegers, Without artille

it was evident that the place could not be taken, Colonel Danic;l wraz
deslmtchf'd with a sloop to Jamaica to procure cannons for the siege; but
before his return two Spanish men-of-war appeared at the mouth 0;" the
8t. John’s, and Governor Moore found himself blockaded. His coura
was not equal to the. occasion, Abandoning his ships, he took 'm the
shore, and collecting his forces hastily retreated into C’amlinﬁ. Daniel

m b AP \ 1
turned and entered the St, John’s, but discovered the danger in time to

. e -q 2 r ML s .
make his escape. The governor's retreat occasioned great dissatisfaction.

There were il?::immtions. of cowardice and threats of impeachment, but
no formal action was taken against him. The only results of the lll,lff)l'-
tunate expedition were debt and paper money. In order to meet the
hem:y expenses of the war, the assembly was obliged to issue bills of
eredit to the amount of six thousand pounds sterling,

: Governor Moore retrieved his reputation by invading the Indian
natlo.ns south-west of the Savannah. In December of 1705 he left the
province at the head of fifty volunteers and a thousand friendly natives,
White men had not been seen marching in these woods since the days of
De Soto. On the 14th of the month the invaders reached the fortified
town of Ayavalla, in the neighborhood of St. Mark’s, An attack was
made and the church set on fire, A Franciscan monk came out and
mngor:( 11110:;?'; but‘t.he place was carried by assault, and more than
e p bf:'mers W elre taken, only to be enslaved. On the next day
il ! r(t': ;ntet and defeated z.tim'-g-e body o.f Indians and Spaniards,
ke bomi % ;riu(:lv)r;.]?. ;;O;e c(ftrr;t?d In succession, and ti-te English flog
the Spanish sett]em]ents of']eF l::;'] Of“ltl[m'{l“‘.()- % Cﬂmmumcafmn bet."f’een
e : ida and the French posts in Louisiana
~ Meanwhile; the Church of England had been established by law
m.Sout.h Carolina. TIn the first year of Johnston’s administmtiofl the
H.lgh Church party succeeded in getting a majority of one in the colonial
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assembly, and immediately passed an act dL-;fran(whisi.ng all th;a dttssilétf:
in the ‘r,ovince. An appeal was carried to the proprietors, only 7‘0 ik
l'ectv:d I\,v.'it;h contempt. The dissenting party next laid th%»u- Lauﬁ- "
%’ liament, and that body promptly voted that the act of dx-sfmnc llsfl.m:

. tmx,' to the laws of England, and that the proprietors ha olr-
??-tse;(:}lleir zharter The queen’s ministers were authorized to declare t] 18
'eltol rant law null and void. In November of the same year the co'o-
i 1 ?e«rislature revoked its own act so far as the dlsfmnclus.mg ('lz;-u?el \\ﬂ:
;chrrcled s but Episcopalianism continucl to be the established faith o

;
rince, . S
3 pm'}ile year 1706 was a stirring epoch in the history of South Cztlm-
lina. A French and Spanish fleet was sent from Havana t?.l(,np- “:':
Charleston and subdue the country. The orders were more e:m(l} y give
than I -ave people of the capital flew to arms. Governor
executed. The brave people o the. ] :
Johnson and Colonel William Rhett ingpired the voluut{icrs ‘f\t‘xth courr:ag(cla ):
stile s ) ‘hored in the harbor, the city was
and when the hostile squadron ancl Jeantor iy
Seve landing was attempted, bu
ubborn defence. Several times a apte .
foia?leit'suwem everywhere repulsed. At last a French vessel sncckee(clled.;;
mttin to shore with eight hundred troops, but t}le}' were attacked wi
%e a%xd driven off with a loss of three hundred in killed and prl;orcl;ars.

Tull;i siege was at once abandoned ; unaided by the proprietors, South Car-

ina had made a glorious defence. . 4R

e In the spring of 1715 war broke out w1'th thF lamaisew. ii
usual with their race, the Indians began hostilities with treac 19:':\. A

the very time when Captain Nairne was among them as a friendly am t::-d
gador, the wily savages rose upon the frontier settlements and comfm‘ .

an a.t,mcioms massacre. The people of Port Royal were alarmed just in

time to escape in a ship to Charleston. The desperate ?avag}es r}lblled (;3
ithin a s ista he capital. It seemed that the city wou
within a short distance of t . . :

tl; taken and the whole colony driven to destruction. lB:ut the‘ };m\c

Charles Craven, governor of the province, rallicd the militia of (,-D eton

district, and the blood-stained barbarians were dl‘l\'t’lll) bafk. ffz.h\ %(:i?(l::

it savages w sed to the banks of the §
reuit began, and the savages were presse Sl ;

E:tchie %le;e a decisive battle was fought, and the Indl‘.m.s were mrn;d

letely -routed The Yamassees collected their shattered tribe fu}d ztl .
X - -' . e N an
Pmto Florida, where they were recsived by the Spaniards as frien
federates. b s
i In 1719 the government of South Carolina was re\czh.ltlonlze}tll(.‘
At the close of the war with the Yamassees the assembly ]).et}tioned 1:19.
i i the expense. But the avaricious no
roprietors to bear a portion of )
Il;mlll) refused, and would take no measures for the future protection of the

" Carolinas sold their entire claims in
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colony. The people were greatly burdened with rents and taxes, The
lands were monopolized ; every act of the assembly which seemed for tho
public good was vetoed by the proprietors, In the ne
delegate was chosen by the popular party,
training-day in Charleston,

w election every
The 21st of December was
On that day James Moore, the new chief
magistrate elected by the people, was to be inaugurated. Governor Johne
son forbade the military display and tried to prevent the inauguration ;
kut the militia collected in the public square, drums were beaten, flags
were flung out on the forts and shipping, and before nightfall the propri-
etary government of Carolina was overthrown. Governor Moore was
duly inaugurated in the name of K ing George I. A colonial agent was
at once sent to England ; the cause of the colonists was heard, and the
forfeited charter of the proprietors abrogated by act of Parliament,
Francis Nicholson was now commissioned as governor. He had
already held the office of chief magistrate in New York, in Virginia, in
Maryland and in Nova Scotia. He began a successful administration in
South Carolina by concluding treaties of peace and commerce with the
Cherokees and the Crecks. But another and final change in colonial
affairs was now at hand. In 1729 seven of the eight proprietors of the
the provinces to the king. Lord
Carteret, the eighth proprietor, would surrender nothing but his right of
jurisdiction, reserying his share in the sojl. The sum paid by King
George for the two colonies was twenty-two thousand five hundred pounds
sterling. Royal governors were appointed, and the affairs of the province

were settled on a permanent basis, not to be disturbed for more than forty
years,

The people who colonized South Carolina were brave and chival-
rous. On the banks of the Santee, the Edisto and the
gathered some of the best elements of the Eun

Combahee were

opean ‘nations. The Hu-
guenot, the Scotch Preshyterian, the English dissenter, the loyalist and

High Churchman, the Irish adventurer and the Dutch mechanie, com-
posed the powerful material out of which soon grew the beauty and re-
nown of the PALMETTO StaTE. Equally with the rugged Puritans of
the North, the South Carolinians were lovers of liberty., Without the
severe morality and formal manners of the Pilgrims, the people who were
nce governed by the peaceful Archdale and once led to war by the gallant
Craven became the leaders in (‘ourﬂy'polimness and high-toned honor be-
tween man and man, In the coming struggle for freedom South Caro-
lina will bear a noble and distinguished part; the fame of the patriotiv
Rhett will be perpetuated by Marion and Sumter,
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CHAPTER XIX.

GEORGIA.

EORGIA, the thirteenth American colony, was founded in a spirit

‘of pure benevolence. The laws of England permitted imprisonment
for debt. Thousands of English laborers, who through misfortune and
thoughtless contracts had become indebted to the rich, were annually ar-
rested and'thrown into jail. There were desolate and starving families.
The miserable condition of the debtor class at last attracted the attention
of Parliament. In 1728 a commissioner was appointed, af his own request,
to look into the state of the poor, to visii the prisons of the kingdom, and
to report measures of relief. The work was accomplished, the jails were
opened, and the poor victims of debt returned to their homes.

The noble commissioner was not yet satisfied. For the liberated
prisoners and their friends were disheartened and disgraced in the country
of their birth. Was there no land beyond the sea where debt was not a
crime, and where poverty was no disgrace? To provide a refuge for the
down-trodden poor of England and the distressed Protestants of other
countries, the commissioner now appealed to George IT. for the privilege
of planting a colony in America, The petition was favorably heard, and
on the 9th of June, 1732, a royal charter was issued by which the terri-
tory between the Savannah and Altamaha Rivers, and westward from the
upper fountains of those rivers to the Pacific, was organized and granted
to a corporation fof twenty-one years, fo be held in trust for the poor. In
honor of the king, the new province received the name of GEORGIA.
But what was the name of that high-souled, unselfish commissioner of
Parliament?

James Oglethorpe, the philanthropist. Born a loyalist, educated at
Oxford, a High Churchman, a cavalier, a soldier, a member of Parliament,
benevolent, generous, full of sympathy, far-sighted, brave as John Smith,
chivalrous as De Soto, Oglethorpe gave in middle life the full energies of
a vigorous body and a lofty mind to the work of building in the sunny
South an asylum for the oppressed of his own and other lands. The
magnanimity of the enterprise was heightened by the fact that he did not
believe in the equality of men, but only in the right and duty of the strong
to protect the weak and sympathize with the lowly.” To Oglethorpe, a8
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principal member of the corporation, the leadership of the first colony ta

be planted on the banks of the Savannah, was naturally entrusted, }
By the mid-

dle of November a

hundred and twen-

ty emigrants were

ready to sail for

the New World,

Oglethorpe, like

the elder Win-

throp, determined

~ to share the dan-

gers and hardships
of his colony. In
January of 1733
the company was
welcomed at
Charleston. Pass-

~ ing down the coast,

the vessels were
anchored for a
short time at Beau-
fort, while the gov-
ernor with a few
companions as-
cended the bound-
ary river of Georgia, and selected as the site of his settlement the high
bluff on which now stands the city of Savannah. Here, on the 1st day of
February, were laid the foundations of the oldest English town south of
the Savannah River. Broad streets were laid out; a public square was
res:erved in each quarter; a beautiful village of tents and board houses,
built among the pine trees, appeared as the capital of a new common-
wealth where men were not imprisoned for debt.

. Tomo-chichi, chief of the Yamacraws, came from his cabin, half a
mile distant, to see his brother Oglethorpe, There was a pleasant con-
ference. “Here is a present for you,” said the red man to the white man,
The present was a buffalo robe painted on the inside with the head and
feathers of an eagle. “The feathers are soft, and signify love ; the buf-
fiﬂ;o skin is the emblem of protection. Therefore love us and protect us ”
gaid the old ?hieftain. Such a plea could not be lost on a man like Ogle-
thorpe, Seeing the ddvantages of peace, he sent an invitation to the chiefs

JAMES OGLETHORPE.
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of the Muskhogees to meet himlin :; gl\elnera] iou:gnl}gi; ilsﬂf:p;ﬁ;emTi?
conference was held on the 29th o May. m’ % % he
onas, spoke for all the tribes of his nation. The English were /
((!:)(;32320 lzhe country. Bundles of buck;lfiils,l and ::;}:tz‘g;;a; io;)}(}e gfli&:
ivilization could offer, were laid down .
: i‘; tsl?: i%?itzglh'ﬁz[‘iw governor and his poor ?l}it 1igle.nerlolll:? c&:lo;{'el'e;fgzdsg
with valuable presents and words of faithful friendship. : i s
spread far and wide among the Red men. From the c lstanl
noliﬁlfi;zeof’ p’i‘::?nessee came the noted chief oft’"tge Sélizrokees to confer
i umane and sweet-tempered governor of*Geo .
e t’i}ﬁeh councilors in England who managed the aﬂ'a.lrs of the lievg
State encouraged emigration with every liberal offer. S\;flgsl pfas;n(ti. t(-}zl .
their mouhtains to find a home on the SﬂV&llPah. The plaic 1& oakh y
Scoteh Highlander was seén among the wigwams (.)f the Mus b](;g; 1_:
From distant Salzburg, afar on the borders of Austria, (A;ne a nod g
ony of German Protestants, singing their way down the R llllff :flm ; "
the ocean. Oglethorpe met them at Charleston, bade thfam we C(ln I;nl .
them to Savannah and thence through the woods to a point twen Y] :
up the river, told them of English ;1%? and the freedom of conscience,
m to found the village of Ebenezer. 93
%5 kﬁ tj;i)ril of 1734, Governor Oglethorpe made a visit t(?. Englandf:
His friend Tomo-chichi went with him, and made the acquamtans:fo
King George. It was said in London that no col({ny was i\.'lejl.'t ¢ ;r:
founded so wisely and well as Georgia. iI'he councilors prohibite ;_
importation of rum. Traffic with the Indla.ns'—al\.vays a dangeml.]s ma
ter—was either interdicted or regulated by. s‘peeml hce'nse. When 'it canllz
to the question of labor, slavery was positively fbrl.nd(len. It \;]asEsal
that the introduction of slaves would be fatal to the interests of the ;11%-
lish and German laborers for whom the colony had been fou‘uded. W b; e
the governor was still abroad, the first company of .Morathns: nun']l] T
ing nine, and led by the evangelist Spangenberg, arrived at ﬁa&lanna -
In February of 1736, Oglethorpe himself came back with a] ne?l'
colony of three hundred. Part of these were I\*Io'ravmns, andlnear yﬁils t
were people of deep piety and fervent spirit. FII'SF among them— e
in zeal and first in the influence which he was destined to exgrt in a.,, T
times—was the celebrated John Wesley, the founder. of Methodml];l.
Overflowing with religious enthusiasm, he came to Georgla;, nlot asa ]l);)t;
tician, not as a minister merely, but as an apostle. To -Ies.il t “:j peopt- 3
righteousness, to spread the gospel, to .convert the Indians, an tohm ro‘
duce a' new type of religion characterized by f'e:w florms and mu;{ ema's
tion, these were the purposes tlat thronged his lofty fancy. He wi

- The river St. John’s was claimed from th
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doomed to much disappointment. The mixed people of the new province
could not be moulded to his will ; and after a residence of less than two
years he left the colony with a troubled spirit.  His brother, Charles
Wesley, came also as a secretary to Governor Oglethorpe; but Charles
Was a poet, a timid and tender-hearted man who pined with homesickness
and gave way under discouragement, But when, in 1738, the famous
George Whitefield came, his robust and daring nature proved a match for
all the troubles of the wilderness. He preached with fiery eloquence.
To build an orphan-house at Savannah he went through all the colonies ;
and those who heard his voice could hardly refuse him money. Think-
ing no longer of native land, he found a peaceful grave in New England,

Meanwhile, Oglethorpe was busy with the affairs of his growing
province. Anticipating war with Spain, he began to fortify! For the
Spaniards were in possession of Florida, and claimed the country as far
north as St. Helena Sound. All of Georgia was thus embraced in the
Spanish claim. But Oglethorpe had a charter for Georgia as far south
a8 the Altamaha, and he had secured by treaty with the Indians all the
territory between that river and the St. Mary’s. In 1736 he ascended
the Savannah and built a fort at Augusta, On the north bank of the
Altamaha, twelve miles from its mouth, Fort Darien was built. On
Cumberland Tsland, at the mouth of the St. Mary’s, a fortress was erected
and named Fort William. Proceeding down the coast with a company

of Highlanders, the darin g governor reached the mouth of the St. Joh n’s,

and on Amelia Island built still another fort, which he named St George,

is time forth as the southern
boundary of *Georgia. To make his preparations complete, the governor

again visited England, and was commissioned as brigadier-general, with a
command extending over his own province and South Carolina. Tn Octo-
ber of 1737 he returned to Savannah, bringing with him a regiment of
$ix hundred men. Such were the vigorous measures adopted by Ogle-
thorpe in anticipation of a Spanish war.
The war came, Tt was that conflict known in American history as
King George’s War. England published her declaration of hostility
against Spain in the latter part of October, 1739. 1In the first week of
the following January the impetuous Oglethorpe, at the head of the
Georgia militia, made a dash into Florida, and captured two fortified towns
of the Spaniards, His plans embraced the conquest of St. Augustine and
the entire extinction of Spanish authority north of the Gulf of Mexico,
Sepairing to Charleston, he induced the assembly to support his measures,
Y the first of May he found himsclf in command of six hundred regular

t00ps, four hundred volunteers and body of Indian auxiliaries, With
16




242 " HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

this force he proceeded at once against St. Augustine, The place was
strongly fortified, and the Spanish commandant, Monteano, was a man of
ability and courage. The siege continued for five weeks, but ended in
disaster to the English. For a while the town was successfully block-
aded ; but some Spanish galleys, eluding the vigilance of Oglethorpe’s
P ) squadron, brought a cargo of supplies

s] © vgr| ® |tothe garrison. The Spaniards made

pdegsy a sally, attacked a company of High-

N~ % landers, and dispersed them. Sickness

7 &, ® | prevailed in the English camp. The
f| general himself was enfecbled with fever
5| and excitement, but he held on like a

¥ hero. Thetroops of Carolira, disheart-
ened and despairing of success, left their
camp and marched homeward. The
English vessels gathered up their crews,
abandoned the siege and returned to
Frederica. Oglethorpe, yielding only
to necessity, collected his men from the
trenches and withdrew into Georgia.

The Spaniards now determined
to carry the war northward and drive
the English beyond the Savannah. The
Combahee River should be made the
northern boundary of Florida. Prep-
arations began on a vast seile. A pow-
erful fleet of thirty-six vessels, carrying more than three thonsand troops,
was brought from Cuba, and anchored at St. Augustine. In June of
1742 the squadron passed up the coast to Cumberland Island, and at-
tempted the reduction of Fort William. But Oglethorpe by a daring
exploit reinforced the garrison, and then fell back to Frederica, The
Spanish vessels followed and came to anchor in the harbor of St. Simon’s.
From the southern point of the island to Frederica, Oglethorpe bhad cut a
road which at one place lay between a morass and a dense forest. Along
this path the Spaniards must pass to attack the town. The English geo-
eral had only eight hundred men and a few Indian allies, In order to
cope with superior numbers, Oglethorpe resorted to stratagem.

A Frenchman had deserted to the Spaniards. To him the English
general now wrote a letter as if to a spy. A Spanish prisoner in Ogle-
thorpe’s hands was liberated and bribed to deliver the letter to the de-
gerter. The Frenchman was advised that two British fleets were coming
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to America, une to aid Oglethorpe and the other to attack St. Augustine,
Let the Spaniards remain on the island but three days longer, and they
would be ruined. If the enemy did not make an immediate attack on
Frederica, his forces would be captured to a man, Oglethorpe knew very
well that the prisoner, instead of delivering this letter to the deserter,
would give it to the Spanish commander, and that the Spanish commander
could not possibly know whether the communication was the truth or a
fiction. This letter was delivered, and the astonished Frenchman was
arrested as a spy, but the Spaniards could not tell whether his denial was
true or false, There was a council of war in the Spanish camp, Ogle-
thorpe’s stratagem was suspected, but could not be proved. Three ships
had been scen at sea that day;; perhaps these were the first vessels of the
approaching British fleets. The Spaniards.were utterly perplexed; but
it was finally decided to take Oglethorpe’s advice, and make the attack
on I'rederica.

The English general had foreseen that this course would be adopted.
He had accordingly advanced his small force from the town to the place
where the road passed between the swamp and the forest, Here an am-
buscade was formed, and the soldiers lay in wait for the approaching Span-
iards. On the 7th of July the enemy’s vanguard reached the narrow pass,
were fired on from the thicket and driven back in confusion. The main
body of the Spanish forces pressed on into the dangerous position where
superior numbers were of no advantage, The H ighlanders of Oglethorpe’s
regiment fired with terrible effect from the oak woods by the roadside.
The Spaniards stood firm for a while, but were presently driven back with
8 loss of two hundred men. Not without reason the name of Bloody
Marsh was given to this battle-field. Within less than a week the whole
Spanish force had re-embarked and sailed for F lorida. ~ On the way south-
ward the fleet made a second attack on Fort William. But Captain Stuart,
with a garrison of only fifty men, made a vigorous and successful defence,
The English watched the retreating ships beyond the mouth of the St.
John’s; before the last of July the great invasion was at an end. The
Spanish authorities of Cuba were greatly chagrined at the failure of the
expedition. The commander of the squadron was arrested, tried by a
court-martial and dismissed from the service.

The commonwealth of Georgia was now firmly established, and the
settlements had peace. In 1743, Oglethorpe bade a final adieu to the col-
ony to whose welfare he had given more than ten years of his life, He
bad never owned a house nor possessed an acre of ground within the lim-
its of his own province. He now departed for England érowned with
blemings, and leaving behind him an untarnished fame. James Ogle-
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thorpe lived to be nearly a hundred years old; benevolence, integrity and
honor were the virtues of his declining years. But the new State which
he had founded in the West was not always free from evils.

For the regulations which the councilors for Georgia had adopted
were but poorly suited to the wants of the colony. The settlers had not
been permitted to hold their lands in fee simple. Agriculture had not
flourished. Commerce had not sprung up. The laws of property had
been so arranged that estates could descend only to the oldest sons of fam-
ilies. The colonists were poor, and charged their poverty to the fact that
slave-labor was forbidden in the province. This became the chief ques-
tion which agitated the people. The proprietary laws grew more and
more unpopular. The statute excluding slavery was not rigidly enforced,
and, indeed, could not be enforced, when the people had determined to
evade it. Whitefield himself pleaded for the abrogation of the law.
Slaves began to be hired, first for short terms of service, then for longer
periods, then for a hundred years, which was equivalent to an actnal pur-
chase for life. Finally, cargoes of slaves were brought directly from
Africa, and the primitive free-labor system of Georgia was revolutionized,
Plantations were laid out below the Savannah, and cultivated, as these of
South Carolina. :

Another and more important change was at hand. Tt became
evident that there could be no progress so long as the original char-
ter remained in force. However benevolent the impulse which had
called Georgia into being, the scheme of government had proved a
gham. The people were improvident, idle, inexperienced. More than
six hundred thousand dollars in parliamentary grants, besides private
contributions amounting to nearly ninety thousand dollars, had been
fruitlessly expended on the lagging province. In 1752 there were
only a few scattered plantations and three inconsiderable villages be-
low the Savannah. The white population amounted, at this time, to
seventeen hundred souls; and the blacks numbered about four hun-
dred. The industry of Georgia was at a stand-still. The extravagant
hopes which the colonial managers had entertained of wine, and silk,
and indigo, found no realization in the facts. The annual experts of
the colony amounted to less than four thousand dollars; and the pros-
pect for the future was as discouraging as the present condition was
gloomy.

At last, however, the new order of things was acknowledged by
the councilors of the province. They yielded to necessity. Im June
of 1752, just twenty years from the granting of the charter, the trust-
ees made a formal surrender of their patent to the king. A royal
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government was established over the country south of the Savannah,
and the people were granted the privileges and freedom of English-
men. A constitution was drawn np by the British Board of Trade,
and Captain John Reynolds was commissioned as royal governor. In
October of 1754 he arrived at Savannah and began the work of reor-
ganization. For two years and a half he labored assiduously to ex-
tricate the affairs of Georgia from the confusion into which they had
fallen; and so successful was his work that at the end of this time
the population had reached six thousand. The southern boundary of
the province remained to be decided by the issue of the French and
Indian War. During the progress of that conflict Georgia was saved
from calamity by the prudent administration of Governor Ellis, who
secured from the powerful Creek confederacy a new treaty of peace,
A barrier was thus interposed between the colony and the hostile
nations of the West and North. In the year 1758 the province was
divided into eight parishes, and at the same time the Church of Eng-
land was established by law. Still, for a while, the progress of the
colony was not equal to the expectations of its founder. But before
the beginning of the Revolution, Georgia, though the feeblest of all

ghe Anglo-American provinces, had become a prosperous and growing
tate,

Such is the story of the planting by our fathers of the Old Thir-
teen republics—such the record of their growth and prospects. From
the gloomy coast of Labrador, where, two hundred and fifty years be-
fore, John Cabot had set up the flag of England and arms of Henry
VIL, to the sunny waters where Ponce de Leon, looking shoreward,
called his cavaliers to gaze on the Land of Flowers,—the dominion
of Great Britain had been established. Would that dominion last
forever? Would the other nations of Europe ever rally and regain
tlfeir lost ascendency on the Western continent? Would the ties of
kinship, the affinity of language, the bond of a common ancestry,
Bt.retehing from these sea-shore commonwealths across the Atlantic,
!nnd them in perpetual union with the mother Islands? Would these
isolated provinces in America—now so quick to take offence at each
other’s beliefs and actions, and so easily jealous of each other’s power
&fld fame—ever unite in a common cause? ever join to do battle for
life and liberty? ever become a Nation? Such were the momentous

Questions, the problems of destiny, which hung above the colonies at
18 ‘
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the middle of the eighteenth century— problems which the futum
could not be long in solving. :

The history of these American colonies from their first feeble be-
ginnings is full of interest and instruction. The people who laid the
foundations of civilization in the New World were nearly all refugees,
exiles, wanderers, pilgrims. They were urged across the ocean by a
common impulse, and that impulse was the desire to escape from some
form of oppression in the Old World. Sometimes it was the oppres-
sion of the Church, sometimes of the State, sometimes of society. In
the wake of the emigrant ship there was always tyranny. Men loved
freedom ; to find it they braved the perils of the deep, traversed the
solitary forests of Maine, built huts on the bleak shores of New Eng-
land, entered the Hudson, explored the Jerseys, found shelter in the
Chesapeake, met starvation and death on the banks of the James, were
buffeted by storms around the capes of Carolina, built towns by the
estuaries of the great rivers, made roads through the pine-woods, and
carried the dwellings of men to the very margin of the fever-haunted
swamps of the South. It is all one story—the story of the human race
seeking for liberty,
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