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territory most exposed to savage invasion. In the last year of King
Philip’s War the suffering along the frontier of the province was very
great. Again, in the wars of William, Anne and George, the villages of
the northern colony were visited with devastation and ruin. But in the T COLONIAL HISTORY.—CoNTINUED
intervals of peace the spirits of the people revived, and the hardy settlers : 3 \
returned to their wasted farms to begin anew the struggle of life. Out - - MINOR MIDDLE COLONIES,
of these conflicts and trials came that sturdy and resolute race of pioneers -
who bore such a heroic part in the greater contests of after years.

Such is the story of the planting, progress, and development of '
New England. Hither had come, in the beginning, a people of sober ¥y CHAPTER XXIV.
habits, frugal lives, and lofty purposes. Before their imagination was b
one vision—the vision of freedom. And freedom to the men who laid
the foundations of civilization in New England meant the breaking off
of every species of thralldom. These people came to the New World
to stay. They voluntarily chose the wilderness with its forests, and
snows, and savages. For forests, and snows, and savages were better
than luxury with despotism. In Virginia as late as the middle of the
eighteenth "century many of the planters still looked fondly across the
ocean and spoke of England as their “home.” Not so with the peo-
ple whose hamlets were scattered from the Penobscot to the Housa-
tonic. With them the humble cabin in the frozen woods under the State of New Jersey was granted to Godyn and Blo t, tw
desolate sky of winter was a cheerful and sunny “home”—if only : Dutch patroons; but no settlement was mz;.de Iiim;%gfi t:;\O i ﬂ-le
P wig written on the threshold. ‘ . not a single European living between Delawm'(; Bay gpd the ;‘;‘iﬂ‘;’:}?

degree of latitude. In 1651 a considerable district, including the site

of Elizabethtown, was purchased by Augustine Herman ; but still no
colony was planted. Seven years afterwards a larger grant, embracing
the old‘ trading house at Bergen, was made ; and in 1663’a company
of Puritans, living on Long Island, obtained permission of Governor
Btuyvesant to settle on the banks of the Raritan ; but no settlement
was effected until after the conquest. " - ‘

. All the territory of New Jersey was included in the grant made by
King Charles to his brother the duke of York. Two months before the
conquest of New Netherland by the English, that portion of the duke’s
province lying between the Hudson and the Delaware, extending as far
north as forty-one degrees and forty minutes, was assigned by the proprietor
to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, These noblemen were already
i)}llbpr}eilnl)rs of .C?,rolina; but they had adhered to the king’s eause durin:g
; Q:n aivil war in Englanf], and were now rewarded with a second Amer-
# Ppl:ovmce. A]mos:t uzlmedlately after the conquest another company

' furitans made application to Governor Nicolls, and received an exten-
five grant of land on Newark Bay. The Indian titles were honorably
(203)
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NEW JERSEY.
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THE colonial history of New Jersey properly begins with the found-
ing of Elizabethtown, in 1664. As early as 1618 a feeble trading
station had been established at Bergen, wes#of the Hudson : but forty
years elapsed before permanent dwellings were built in t-ilat neigh-
borhood. 1In 1623 the block-house, called Fort Nassau, was erected
at the mouth of Timber Creek, on the Delaware; after a’ few months’
oceupancy, May and his companions abandored the place and returned
to New Amsterdam. Six years later the southern part of the present
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purchased ; in the following October a village was begun and named
Elizabethtown, in honor of Lady Carteret.

In August of 1665, Philip Carteret, son of Sir George, arrived as
governor of the province. At first he was violently opposed by Nicolls
of New York, who refused to believe that the duke had divided his terri-
tory. But Carteret was armed with a commission, and could not be pre-
vented from taking possession of the new settlements below the Hudson,
Elizabethtown was made the capital of the colony; other immigrants
arrived from Long Island and settled on the banks of the Passaic; New-
ark was founded ; flourishing hamlets appeared on the shores of the bay
as far south as Sandy Hook. In honor of Sir George Carteret, who had
been governor of the Isle of Jersey, in the English Channel, his American
domain was named NEW JERSEY.

Experience had taught the proprietors wisdom ; they had learned
that freedom is essential to the prosperity of a colony, and that liberal
coneessions to the people are better than great outlays of money. Berke-
ley and Carteret, though royalists themselves, provided for their new State
an excellent constitution. Person and property were put under the protec-
tion of law. The government was made to consist of a governor, a council
and a popular legislative assembly. There should be no taxation unless
levied by the representatives of the people. Difference of opinion should
be respected, and freedom of conscience guaranteed to every citizen. The
proprietors resqgyed to themselves only the right of annulling objection-
able acts of the assembly and of appointing the governor and colonial

judges. The lands of the province were distributed to the settlers for a
quit-rent of a half penny per acre, not to be paid until 1670.
In 1668 the first general assembly convened at Elizabethtown,
Nearly all the representatives were Puritans, and the laws and customs
. of New England were thus early impressed on the legislation of the
colony. Affairs went well until 1670, when the half-penny quit-rents were
due to the proprietors. The colonists, in the mean time, had purchased
their lands of the Indians, and also of Governor Nicolls of New York,
who still claimed New Jersey as a part of his province. To the settlers,
therefore, it scemed that their titles to their farms were good without
further payment to Philip Carteret or anybody else. The collection of
the rents was accordingly resisted ; and the colony became a scene first of
strife and then of revolution. In May of 1672 the colonial assembly
convened and deposed the governor from office. James Carteret, another
son of Sir George, was chosen governor, and Philip returned to England.
In 1673 the Dutch succeeded in retaking New York from the Eng-
lish. For a few months the old province of New Netherland, including
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lthe country as far south as the Delaware, was restored to Holland. B

in the next year the whole territory was re-ceded by the states : 1 b
England. The duke of York now received from his brothcr-gsnell‘:l' g
a second patent for the country between the Connecticut and the,D T e
::yd atdtlg: ::tame tim’;}mnﬁrmm] his former grant of New Jersey toege“;f::

and Carteret. Then, in utter disrees i

prietors, the duke uppoi,nted Sir E(lrl?“ulnrg Xi(tl];:sna{ih?o Ofl i 5
the whole province. Carteret determined to defend his cf;imgz;;’:;rt;i

authority of 33 ] g ' i
ority of Andros; but Lord Berkeley, disgusted with the duke’s vacil-

lation and dishonesty, sold his interest in New Jersey to John Fenwick
= 4

to be held in trust for Edward Byllinge.

In 1675, Philip ?‘artcrct returned to America and resumed th
government of the province from which he had been expelled :
opposed him in every act; claimed A i
New Jersey as a part of his own
dominions; kept the colony in an
uproar ; compelled the ships which
came a-trading with the new settle-
ments to pay tribute al New York:
and finally arvested Carteret ami
brought him to his own capital for
trial. Meanwhile, Byllinge became
embarrassed with debt, and was forced
tomake an assignment of his property. :
%aﬁf:m L;';:;il:z,“x'\;i.cholas -Lucas and \H it

e appointed trus- |: " i g
tees, and to them Byllinge’s interes W
! ge's Interest % i"
in New Jersey was alsigned for the [ 3 e |
benefit of his creditors. S e &
The assignees were Quakers. liﬁ" - y
Here, then, was an opportunity to || Sff s ¥
establish another asylum for the |j
Persecuted, and to found a common- ||,
Wealt.h of Friends. Penn and his
&Sociates at once applied to Sir |
George Carteret for a division of the [}
PI:OW:Ince. That nobleman was both Ll
Willing and anxilus to enter into an S
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the territory could be freed from al
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from the domain of the Quakers. After much discussion an agréement
was reached in the summer of 1676, and a line of division was drawn
through the province as follows: Beginning at the southern point of
land on the east side of Little Egg Harbor, and running north of north-
west to a point on the river Delaware in the latitude of forty-one degrees
and forty minutes, The territory lying east of this line remained to
Sir George as sole proprietor, and was named EAsT JERSEY ; while that
portion lying between the line and the Delaware was called WEsT
JERsEY, and passed under the exclusive control of Penn and his asso-
ciates®as assignees of Byllinge. :

Early in the following March the Quaker proprietors completed and
published a body of laws under the singular title of Coxcessions. But
the name was significant, for everything was conceded to the people.
This first simple code enacted by the Friends in America rivaled the

"charter of Connecticut in the liberality and purity of its principles. The

authors of the instrumént accompanied its publication with a general
letter addressed to the Quakers of England, recommending the province
and inviting immigration. :

The invitation was not in vain. Before the end of the year a
colony of more than four hundred Friends arrived in the Delaware, and
found homes in West Jersey. Only one circumstance clouded the pros-
pects of the new commonwealth of peace. The agent of Andros, governor
of New York,ewas stationed at New Castle, on the western bank of the
Delaware, to command the entrance to the river. The Quaker ships
were obliged to pay customs before proceeding to their destination. A
powerful remonstrance was drawn up by the Friends and sent to Eng-
land. For once the duke of York listened to reason and agreed to sub-
mit his cause to the courts; and for once a decision was rendered in

“accordance with right and justice. The eminent jurist Sir William

Jones decided that the duke had no legal right to collect duties and taxes
in the country of the Delaware. All claims to the territory and govern-
ment of West Jersey were accordingly withdrawn ; and the Quaker col-
onists were left in the enjoyment of independence. The heirs of Sir
George Carteret were quick to see that the same decision would free their
half of the province from the jurisdiction of Andros. An effort was
accordingly made by the proprietors of East Jersey to secure a deed of
release from the duke of York. The petition was favorably entertained,
the deed issued and the whole territory between the Hudson and the
Delaware freed from foreign authority.

In November of 1681, Jennings, the deputy-governor of West
Jersey, convened the first general assembly of the province, The men
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who had so worried the aristocracy of England by wearing their hats in
the presence of great men, and by saying Thee and Thou, now met together
to make their own laws. The code was brief and simple. The doctrines
of the ConcEssions were reaffirmed. Men of all races and of all religions
were declared to be equal before the law. No superiority was conceded
to rank or title, to wealth or royal birth. Imprisonment for debt was
forbidden. The sale of ardent spirits to the Red men was prohibited.
Taxes should be voted by the representatives of the people. The lands
of the Indians should be acquired by honorable purchase. Finally, a
criminal—unless a murderer, a traitor or a thief—might be parddhed %)y
the person against whom the offence was committed,

In 1682, William Penn and eleven other Friends purchased of the
Peirs of Carteret the province of East Jersey. Robert Barclay, an em-
inent Quaker of Aberdeen, in Secotland, and author of the book called
Barclay’s Apology, was appointed governor for life. The whole of New

Jersey was now under the authority of the Friends. The administration

of Barelay, which continued until his death, in 1690, was chiefly noted
for a large immigration of Scotch Quakers who left the governor’s native
country to find freedom in East Jersey. The persecuted Presbyterians of
Scotland came to the province in still greater numbers,

On the accession of James II., in 1685, the American colonies from
Maine to Delaware were consolidated, and Edmund Andros appointed *
royal governor. His first year in America was spent in establishing his
authority at Boston, Providence and Hartford. Not until 1688 were
New York and the two Jerseys brought under his jurisdiction. The
short reign of King James was already at an end before Andros could
guoceed in setting up a despotism on the ruin of colonial liberty. When
the news came of the abdication and flight of the English monarch, the
governor of New England could do nothing but surrender to the indig-
naut people whom he had wronged and insulted. His arrest and im-
prisonment was the signal for the restoration of popular government in all
the colonies over which he had ruled.
A .]3nt the condition of New Jersey was deplorable. Tt was almost
impossible to tell to whom the jurisdiction of the territory rightfully be-
longed. 8o far as the eastern province was concerned, the representatives
Oi: Carter-et claimed it ; the governor of New York claimed it; Penn and
lus. associates claimed it. As to the western province, the heirs of Byllinge
claimed it; Lueas, Laurie and Penn claimed it; the governor of New
York claimed it. Over all these pretensions stood the paramount claim
of the English king. From 1689 to 1692 there was no settled form of
government in the territory ; and for ten years thereafter the colony was
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vexed and distracted with the presence of more rulers than any one
provinee eould accommodate.

At last self-interest solved the problem. The proprietors came to
see that a peaceable possession of the soil of the Jerseys was worth more
than the uncertain honors of government. A proposition was accordingly
made that all the claimants should surrender their rights of civil jurisdie-
tion to the English Crown, retaning only the ownership of the soil. The
measure was successfully carried out; and in April of 1702, all propri-
etary claims being waived in favor of the sovereign, the territory between
the Fhudson and the Delaware became a royal province.

New Jersey was now attached to the government of Lord Corn-
bury of New York. The union of the two colonies, however, extended
only to the office of chief magistrate ; each province retained its own legis-
lative assembly and a distinet territorial organization. This method of
government continued for thirty-six years, and was then terminated by
the action of the people. In 1728 the representatives of New Jersey sent
a petition to George IL., praying for a separation of the two colonies ; but
the application was at first refused. Ten ycars later the petition was
renewed, and through the influence of Lewis Morris brought to a success-
ful issue. New Jersey was made independent, and Morris himself received
a commission as first royal governor of the separated province.

The people of New Jersey were but little disturbed by the succes-
sive Indian wars. The native tribes on this part of the American coast
were weak and timid. Had it not been for the cruelties of Kieft and the
wrongs of other governors of New York, the peace of the middle colonies
would never have been broken. The province of New Jersey is specially
interesting as being the point where the civilization of New England met
and blended with the civilization of the South. Here the institutions,
manners and laws of the Pilgrims were first modified by contact with the
less rigid habits and opinions of the people who came with Gosnold and
Smith. The dividing line between East and West Jersey is also the
dividing line between the austere Puritans of Massachusetts and the
chivalrous cavaliers of Virginia. Happily, along this dividing ling the
men of peace, the followers of Penn and Barclay, came and dwelt as if
to subdue ill-will and make a UN10N possible.

WEVMVYING EEL NO SISINOTOD 8.NNHJI

i Ii
AR e

i
Lol

!




PENNSYLVANIA.

CHAPTER XXYV.

PENNSYLVANIA.

THE Quakers were greatly encouraged with the success of their col-

onies in West New Jersey. The prospect of establishing on the
banks of the Delaware a free State, founded on the principle of universal
brotherhood, kindled a new enthusiasm in the mind of William Penn.
For more than a quarter of a century the Friends had been buffeted with
shameful persecutions, Imprisonment, exile and proscription had been
their constant portion, but had not sufficed to abate their zeal or to
quench their hopes of the fufure. The lofty purpose and philanthropic
8pirit of Penn urged him to find for his afflicted people an asylum of rest,
In June of 1680 he went boldly to King Charles, and petitioned for a
grant of territory and the privilege of founding a Quaker commonwealth
in the New World.

The petition was seconded by powerful friends in Parliament.
Lords North and Halifax and the earl of Sunderland favored the propo-
sition, and the duke of York remembered a pledge of assistance which he
had given to Penn’s father. On the 5th of March, 1681, a charter was
granted ; the great seal of England, with the signature of Charles IT., was
affixed ; and William Penn became the proprietor of PENNSYLVANIA.
The vast domain embraced under the new patent was bounded on the
east by the river Delaware, extended north and south over three degrees
of latitude, and westward through five degrees of longitude, Only the
three counties comprising the present State of Delaware were reserved for
the duke of York.

In gonsideration of this grant, Penn relinquished a claim of sixteen
thousand pounds sterling which the British government owed to his

father’s estate, He declared that his objects were to found a free com-
- monwealth without respect to the color, race or religion of the inhabitants;
1 subdue the natives with no other weapons than love and justice; to
establish a refuge for the people of his own faith; and to enlarge the
borders of the British empire. One of the first acts of the great propri-
®or was to address a letter to the Swedes who might be included within
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the limits of his provinee, telling them to be of good cheer, to keep their
homes, make their own laws and fear no oppression.

Within a month from the date of his charter, Penn published to the
English nation a glowing account of his new country beyond the Del-
aware, praising the beauty of the scenery and salubrity of the climate,
promising freedom of conscience and equal rights, and inviting emigra-
tion. There was an immediate and hearty vesponse. In the course of
the summer three shiploads of Quaker emigrants left England for the
Jand of promise. William Markham, agent of the proprietor, came as
Jeader of the company and deputy-governor of the province. He was
instructed by Penn to rule in accordance with law, to deal justly with all
men, and especially to make a league of friendship with the Indians, In
October of the same year the anxious proprictor sent a letrer directly to
the natives of the territory, assuring them of his honest purposes and
brotherly affection. =

The next care of Penn was to draw up a frame of government for
his proyince. Herein was his great temptation, He had almost ex-
hausted his father’s estate in aiding the persecuted Quakers. A stated
revenue would be very necessary in conducting his administration, His
proprietary rights under the charter were so ample that he might easily
reserve for himself large prerogatives and great emoluments in the govern=
ment. He had before him the option of being a consistent, honest
Quaker or a politic, wealthy governor. He chose like a man; right
triumphed over riches. The constitution which he framed was liberal
almost to a fault; and the people were allowed to adopt or reject it as
they might deem proper.

Tn the mean time, the duke of York had been induced to surrender
his claim to the three reserved counties on the Delaware. The whole
country on the western bank of the bay and river, from the open ocean
below Cape Henlopen to the forty-third degree of north latitude, was now
under the dominion of Penn. The summer of 1682 was spent in
farther preparation. The proprietor wrote a touching letter of farewels
to the Friends in England ; gathered a large company of emigrants; em=
barked for America; and on the 27th of October landed at New Castle,

where the people were waiting to receive him. ’

WirLiay PENN, the founder of Philadelphia, was born on the 14th

of October, 1644. He was the oldest son of Vice-Admiral Sir William,

Penn of the British navy. At the age of twelve he was sent to the
University of Oxford, where he distinguished himself as a student until
he was expelled on account of his religious opinions, Afterward he

traveled on the Continent ; was again a student at Saumur ; returned 0
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study law at London; went to Ireland; became a soldier; heard the
preaching of Loe and was converted to the Quaker faith, His disap-
pointed and angry
father drove him

out of doors, but

he was not to be
turned from his
course, He pub-

licly proclaimed

the doctrines of the
Friends; was ar-
rested and impris-

oned for nine
months in the Tow-

erof London. Be- =
ing released, he re-

peated the offence, =

- and lay for half a

year in a dungeon =
at Newgate. A
second time liber-
ated, but despair- A
ing of toleration for b
his people in Eng-

Al

I land, he cast his WILLIAM PENN,

gaze across the Atlantic. West Jersey was purchased ; but the boundary
Was narrow, and the great-souled proprietor sought a grander and more
beautiful domain. His petition was heard with favor and the charter of
Pennsylvania granted by King Charles. Colonists came teeming; and
now the Quaker king himself; without pomp or parade, without t?l:} dis-
charge of cannon or vainglorious ceremony, was come to New Castle to
found a government on the basis of fraternity and peace. It was fitting
that he should call the new republic a holy experiment.

As soon as the landing was effected, Penn delivered an affectionate
and cheerful address to the crowd of Swedes, Dutch and English who
came to grfret him, His former pledges of a liberal and just government
:’ere publicly renewed, and the people were exhorted to sobriety and

onesty. From New Castle the governor ascended the Delaware to Ches-
ter ; passed tl}e site of Philadelphia; visited the settlements of West New
Jersey ; and.thence traversed East Jersey to Long Island and New York.
After spending some time at the capital of his friend, the duke of York,
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and speaking words of cheer to the Quakers about Brooklyn, he returned
to his own province and began his duties as chief magistrate,

Markham, the deputy-governor, had been instructed to establish
fraternal relations with the Indians. Before Penn’s arrival treaties had
been made, lands purchased, and pledges of friendship given between the
Friends and the Red men. Now a great conference was appointed with the
native chiefs. All the sachems of the Lenni Lenapes and other neighbor-
ing tribes were invited to assemble. The council was held on the banks
of the Delaware under the open sky. Penn, accompanied by a few un-
armed friends, clad in the simple garb of the Quakers, came to the ap-
pointed spot and took his station under a venerable elm, now leafless ; for
it was winter. The chieftains, also unarmed, sat, after the manner of
their race, in a semicircle on the ground. It was not Penn’s object to
purchase lands, to provide for the intérests of trade or to make a formal
treaty, but rather to assure the untutored children of the woods of his
honest purposes and brotherly affection. Standing before them with
grave demeanor and speaking by an interpreter, he said : “ My Frrexps:
We have met on the broad pathway of good faith. We are all one flesh
and blood. Being brethren, no advantage shall be taken on either side,
When disputes arise, we will settle them in council. Between us there
shallgbe nothing but openness and love.” The chiefs replied : “While
the rivers run and the sun shines we will live in peace with the children
of William Penn.”

No record was made of the treaty, for none was needed. Its terms
were written, not on decaying parchment, but on the living hearts of
men. No deed of violence or injustice ever marred the sacred covenant.
The Indians vied with the Quakers in keeping unbroken the pledge of
perpetual peace. For more than seventy years during which the province
remained under the control of the Friends, not a single war-whoop was
heard within the borders of Pennsylvania. The Quaker hat and coat
proved to be a better defence for the wearer than coat-of-mail and
musket,

On the 4th of December, 1682, a general convention was held at
Chester. The object was to complete the territorial legislation—a work
which occupied three days. At the conclusion of the session, Penn de-
livered an address to the assembly, and then hastened to the Chesapeake
to confer with Lord Baltimore about the boundaries of their respective
provinces. After a month’s absence he returned to Chester and busied
himself with drawing a map of his proposed capital. The beautiful neck
of land between the Schuylkill and the Delaware was selected and pur-
chased of the Swedes. In February of 1683 the native chestnuts, wal-
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nuts and ashes were blazed to indicate the lines of the streets, and Prrr-
ADELPHIA—CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE—was founded. Within a
month a general assembly was in session at the new capital. The people
were eager that their Charter of Liberties, now to be framed, should be
dated at Philadelphia. The work of
legislation was begun and a form of
government adopted which was essen-
tially a represefitative democracy, The
leading officers were the governor, a
council consisting of a limited number
of members chosen for three years,
and a larger popular assembly, to be |
annually elected.  Penn conceded
everything to the people; but the
power of vetoing objectionable acts of
the council was left in his hands.

The growth of Philadelphia
was astonishing. In the summer of
1683 there were only three or four
houses, The ground-squirrels still lived in their burrows, and the wild
deer ran through the town without alarm. In 1685 the city contained
8ix hundred houses; the schoolmaster had come and the printing-press
had begun its work. In another year Philadelphia had outgrown New
York. Penn’s work of establishing a free State in America had been
well and nobly done. In August of 1684 he took an affectionate fare-
well of his flourishing colony, and sailed for England. Thomas Lloyd
Was appointed as president during the absence of the proprietor, and five
commissioners, members of the provincial council, were chosen to assist
in the government.

Nothing occurred to disturb the peace of Pennsylvania until the
secession of Delaware in 1691. The three lower counties, which, ever
since the arrival of Penn, had been united on terms of equality with the
8iX counties of Pennsylvania, became dissatisfied with some acts of the
general assembly and insisted on a separation. The proprietor gave a
reluctant consent; Delaware withdrew from the union and received a
Separate deputy-governor. Such was the condition of affairs after the
abdication of King James IT. ‘ '

William Penn was a friend and favorite of the Stuart kings. It
was from Charles IT. that he had received the charter of Pennsylvania,
Now that the royal house was overthrown, he sympathized with the fallen
monarch and looked with coldness on the new sovercigns, Williaw and

PHILADELPHIA AND VICINITY.
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Mary. For some real or supposed adherence to the cause of the exiled
James II., Penn was several times arrested and imprisoned. In 1692
his proprietary rights were taken away, and by a royal commission the
government of Pennsylvania was transferred to Fletcher of New York.
In the following year Delaware shared the same fate; all the provinees
between Connecticut and Maryland were consolidated under Fletcher’s
authority. In the mean time, the suspicions against Penn’s loyalty were
found to be groundless, and he was restored to his rights ds governor of
Pennsylvania.

In December of 1699, Penn again visited his American common-
wealth, now grown into a State. The prosperity of the province was all
that coultl be desired ; but the people were somewhat dissatisfied with the
forms of government. The lower counties were again embittered against
the acts of the assembly. In order to restore peace and harmony, the
benevolent proprietor drew up another constitution, more liberal than the
first, extending the powers of the people and omitting the objectionable
features of the former charter. But Delaware had fallen into chronic
discontent, and would not accept the new frame of government. In 1702
the general assemblies of the two provinces were convened apart; and in
the following year Delaware and Pennsylvania were finally separated.
But the rights of Penn as proprietor of the whole territory remained as
before, and a common governor continued to preside over both colonies,

In the winter of 1701, William Penn bade a final adicu to his
friends in America and returned to England. He left Pennsylvania
in a state of peace and prosperity. Though there was not a single fort
within her borders, the province had been secure against invasion.
With neither police nor militia, the people went abroad in safety.
With no difference in rank, no preference in matters of opinion, and
no proseription for religion’s sake, the colony flourished and waxed
strong. But the English ministers had now formed the design of
abolishing all the proprietary governments, with a view to the estab-
lishment of royal governments instead. The presence and influence
of Penn were especially required in England in order to prevent the
success of the ministerial scheme. After much controversy his rights
were recognized and secured against encroachment. In the mean
time, the aifairs of Pennsylvania were -administered by the deputy-
governors, Andrew Hamilton and John Evans. The latter, a worldly
sort of man, not very faithful to the principles of the Friends, greatly
troubled the province by purchasing warlike stores, building forts,
and attempting to organize a regiment of militia, The assembly en-
tered a strong protest against these proceedings, so irreconcilable with
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the policy of the Quakers, and in 1708 Evans was removed from
office. After him Charles Gookin received a commission as dep-
uty-governor and entered upon his administration in 1709. Soon
afterwards Penn was well-nigh overwhelmed by the rascality of his
English agent. Ford, who first involved him in debt and tflen had
him imprisoned. From a shameful confinement of many months he
was finally released, and his old age was brightened by a gleam of
prosperity. But the end of his labors was at hand. In July of 1718
the magnanimous founder of Pennsylvania sank to his final rest. His
estates, vast and valuable, but much encumbered with debt, were be-
queathed to his three sons, John, Thomas and Richard, who thus be-
came proprietors of Pennsylvania. By them, or their deputies, the
province was governed until the American Revolution. In the year
1779 the entire claims of the Penn family to the soil and jurisdiction
of the State were purchased by the legislature of Pennsylvania for a
hundred ana thirty thousand pounds sterling.

The colonial history of the State founded by William Penn and
the Quakers is one of special interest and pleasure. It is a narrative
that recounts the victories of peace and the triumph of the nobler
virtues over violence and wrong. It is doubtful whether the history
?f any other colony in the world is touched with so many traits of
Innocence and trath. When the nations grow mercenary and the
times seem full of fraud, the early annals of Pennsylvania may well
be recited as a perpetual protest against the seeming success of evil,
“I will found a free colony for all mankind,” were the words of
William Penn. How well his work was done shall be fitly told

when the bells of his capital city shall ring out the first glad notes
of AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE.
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