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drums ceased, and the reading began again. “Drum ! dmm(.lm:’nni
Wadsworth; and a second time the voice otfl'1 the reader was g
i . i ilence!” shouted the en governor.
in the uproar. “Silence! si ra,c:»;edd kg

/ rth stepped before themnksan. ‘
(]li‘all;:;lllzs if"' ‘Iagf:?nterrupgd again, I will let the sunshine thmufg‘il 1tyc(})lur
, sy. Benjamin Fletcher
i instant.” That ended the controversy
:hfl}l’g;il 8;1: ll)gtter to be a living governor of New York than a dead
f the Connecticut militia. . oA 4
00101191“0 I gi:e these books for the founding of a college in this c({:;);ly.t
Such were the words of ten ministers who, ig E\l}e ye:;{r 1700, al.;-lﬂ:c{; - t]a:e
i iles east of New Haven.
the village of Branford, a few mi ‘ : Wi 1o
he words, deposited a few volumes
worthy fathers, as he uttered t e words, s e -
d which they were sitting; such was the ' g ,.
tggh S;lfn In 1702 the school was formally opened at Say brook,H“ here
it c;;ltinued for fifteen years, and was then rcmm.red tro New al\l e,
One of the most liberal patrons of the college was Elihu Wéale, ﬁ;)I:n S;vh Oc:ln;
instituti ing derived its name. Comm
the famous institution of learning : : e
ed i i ticut since the planting
isted in almost every village of Connec
:Jl?d thixiolon;] The children of the Pilgrims have never forgotten the
f education. ‘
i 0The uhalf century preceding the French and Indian war wgs a
iod of prosperity to all the western districts of New E}]gland. 0;11-
gﬁo;icut was especially favored. Almost unbroken pca;:sehrelgned tillr;)et:lgl;
s. The blessings of a free commonwealth were reall
?'llllltl hgeabs::feem The lZau'mer ri‘;ped his fields in cheerfulnzss and h%[;e.
: is dus i ecdote and song. The
hanic made glad his dusty shop with an :
fmﬁﬁﬁt gred no dﬁty, the villager no taxes, Want was un.known and
pauperism unheard of. Wealth was little cared for and crimg of rare

occurrence among a people with whom intelligence and virtue were the

i nobility. With fewer dark pages in her histf)ry, less
:2:{;;‘;“3? ﬁaniriis and gjlr‘eater liberality of sentiment, Connectlcu.t 'had
all the lofty purposes and shining virtues of Ma.sfsaehlfjetts. The f::c;nr:
of Hooker and Haynes, and the dreams of the quiet Winthrop, were
than realized in the happy homes of the Connecticut valley,

CHAPTER XXII.
RHODE ISLAND.

IT was in June of 1636 that the exiled Rog,

er Williams left the country
%of the Wampanoags and passed down the Seekonk to Narragavsett

River. His object was to secure a safe retreat beyond the limits of Ply- :
mouth colony. He, with his five companions, landed on the western
bank, at a place called Moshassuck, purchased the soil of the Narragansett
sachems, and laid the foundations of Providence. Other exiles joined the
company. New farms were laid out, new fields were ploughed and new
houses built; here, at last, was found at PROVIDENCE PLANTATION a
refuge for all the distressed and persecuted.

The leader of the new colony was a native of Wales ; born in 1606 ;
liberally educated at Cambridge; the pupil of Sir Edward Coke ; in after
years the friend of Milton ; a dissenter ; a hater of ceremonies; a disciple
of truth in its purest forms; an uncompromising advocate of freedom ;
exiled to Massachusetts, and now exiled by Massachusetts, he brought
to the banks of the Narragansett the great doctrines of perfect religious
liberty and the equal rights of men. If the area of Rhode Island had
corresponded with the grandeur of the principles on which she was
founded, who could have foretold her destiny ?

Roger Williams belonged to that most radical body of dissenters
called Anabaptists. By them the validity of infant baptism was denied,
Williams himself had been baptized in infancy ; but his views in regard
to the value of the ceremony had undergone a change during his ministry
at Salem. Now that he had freed himself from all foreign authority both
of Church and State, he conceived it to be his duty to receive a second
baptism. But who should perform the ceremony? Fzekiel Holliman,
a layman, was selected for the sacred duty. Williams meekly received
the rite at the hands of his friend, and then in turn baptized him and ten
other exiles of the colony. Such was the organization of THE Frrsr
BaPTsT CHURCH in America,

_ The beginning of civil government in Rhode Island was equally
simple and democratic. M. Williams was the natural ruler of the little
Province, but he reserved for h

1

imself neither wealth nor privilege. The
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lands which he purchased from Canonicus and Miantonomoh were freely
distributed among the colonists. Only two small fields, to be planted
and tilled with his own hands, were kept by the benevolent founder for
himself. How different from the grasping avarice of Wingfield and Lord
Cornbury! All the powers of the colonial government were entrusted to
the people. A simple agreement was made and signed by the settlers that
in all matters not affecting the conscience they would yield a cheerful
obedience to such rules as the majority might make for the public welfare,
In questions of religion the individual conscience should be to every man
a guide. When Massachusetts objected that such a demoeracy would leave
nothing for the magistrates to do, Rhode Island answered that magisttates
were wellnigh useless,

The new government stood the test of experience. The evil prophe-
cies of its enemies were unfulfilled ; instead of predicted turmoil and dis-
sension, Providence Plantation had nothing but peace and quiet. It was
found that all religious sects could live together in harmony, and that
difference of opinion was not a bar to friendship. All beliefs were wel-
come at Narragansett Bay. A Buddhist from Japan or a pagan from
Madagascar would have been received at Providence and cordially enter-
tained. Miantonomoh, the young sachem of the Narragansetts, loved
Roger Williams as a brother. It was the confidence of this chieftain that
enabled Williams to notify Massachusetts of the Pequod conspiracy, and
then at the hazard of his life to defeat the plans of the hostile nation.
This magnanimous act awakened the old affections of his friends at Salem
and Plymouth, and an effort was made to recall him and his fellow-exiles
from banishment, It was urged that a man of such gracious abilities, so
full of patience and charity, could never be dangerous in a State; but his
enemies answered that the principles and teachings of Williams would
subvert the commonwealth and bring Massachusetts to ruin. The pro-
posal was rejected. The ancient Greeks sometimes recalled their exiled
heroes from banishment ; the colony of Massachusetts, never.

During the Pequod war of 1637, Rhode Island was protected by the
friendly Narragansetts. The territory of this powerful tribe lay between
Frovidence and the country of the Pequods, and there was little fear of
an invasion. The next year was noted for the arrival of Mrs, Hutchinson
and her friends at the island of Rhode Island. The leaders of the com-
pany were John Clarke and William Coddington. It had been their
intention to conduct the colony to Long Island, or perhaps to the country
of the Delaware. But Roger Williams made haste to welcome them
to his province, where no man’s conscience might be distressed. Gov=
ernor Vane of Massachusetts, sympaihizing with the refugees, prevailed
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with Miantonomoh to make them a gifl of Rhode
early spring of 1638, the colony \\'ashplanted Th
made at Portsmouth, in the .
northern part of the island. &

Other exiles came to join their &

friends, and civil government

was thought desirable, The

Jewish nation furnished the ]

model. William Coddington 3

was chosen judge in the new §

Israel of Narragansett Bay,

and three clders were ap-

pointed to assist him in the

government. In the follow-

ing year the title of judge |

gave way to that of governor,

and the administration be-

came more modern in its

methods. At the same time

a party of colonists removed "o

from Portsmouth, already 7
erowded with exiles, to the

glilttl:]h-western part of the island, and laid the foundations of NEwpoRT
B er f}.mi:d come, more than six hundred years before, the hardy adven:
I‘jngl;sof lceland. Here had been a favorite haunt of the wayward sea~
Y f[mt ;;zdeleventh century. Here, in sight of the new settlement,
b old stone tower, the most celebrated monument left by t} ;

Norsemen in America. g
" beTf:}: ;ssla:d S;:ias soon peop!e.d. The want of civil government began
i f.(.J]us inconvenience. Mr. Coddington’s new Israel had
e :ir a‘l ure. In March of 1641 a public meeting was con-
o f,‘ . :, tzaens came .together on terms of perfect equality, and the
it D:g ] t(:l;}SfltrFtIDn was undertaken, In three days the instru-
e pleted. The government was declared to be a “ Dexo-
odged ,With tgl:;]t:!ver"lnn;ent by the peop]e.. The supreme authority was
ol mm“tm e body of freemen in the island ; and freemen, in
» meant everybody. The vote of the majority should always

r .
mule. No soul should be distressed on account of religious doctrine

Libe i i
rt{y of conscience, even in the smallest particular, should he uni-
:51'8111 y ;:‘SPec’ted. A seal of State was ordered, having for its design
sheaf of arrows and a motto of AMOR VINCET oMNIA The little

Island. Here, in the
e first settlement was

THE OLD STONE TOWER AT NEWPORT.
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republic of Narragansett Bay was named the Plantation of Rhode
Island.
In 1643 was formed the Union of New England. Providence and
Rhode Tsland both pleaded for admission, and both were rejected. The
meaning of this illiberal action on the part of the older and more power-
ful colonies was that the settlements on the Narragansett belonged to the
jurisdiction of Plymouth. Alarmed at the prospect of being again put
under the dominion of their persecutors, the exiled republicans of Rhode
Tsland determined to appeal to the English government for a charter.
Roger Williams was accordingly appointed agent of the two plantations
and sent to London. He was cordially received by his old and steadfist
friend Sir Henry Vane, now an influential member of Parliament. The
plea of Rhode, Island was heard with favor; and on the 14th of March
in the following year the coveted charter was granted. Great was the
rejoicing when the successful ambassador returned to his people. ~ The
grateful colonists met their benefactor at Seekonk, and conducted him to
Providence with shouts and exultation, Rhode Island had secured her

independence.

The first general assembly of the province was convened at Ports-

mouth, in 1647. The new government was organized in strict accordance
with the provisions of the charter. A code of laws was framed ; the
principles of democracy were reaffirmed, and full religious toleration and
freedom of conscience guaranteed to all. A president and subordinate
officers were chosen, and Rhode Island began her career as an independent
colony.

Qnee the integrity of the province was endangered. In 1651,
William Coddington, who had never been satisfied with the failure of his
Jewish commonwealth, succeeded in obtaining from the English council
of state a decree by which the island of Rhode Island was separated from
the common government. But the zealous protests of John Clarke and
Roger Williams, who went a second time to London, prevented the dis-
upion, and the decree of separation was revoked. The grateful people
now desired that their magnanimous benefactor should be commissioned
by the English council as governor of the province; but the blind grat=
jtude of his friends could not prevail over the wisdom of the prudent
Jeader. He foresaw the danger, and refused the tempting commission.
Roger Williams wes proof against all the seductions of ambition.

The faithful Clarke remained in England to guard the interests of
the colony. It was not long until his services were greatly needed. The
restoration of monarchy occurred in 1660. Charles IL. came home in
triumph from his long exile, Rhode Island had accepted a charter from

~of 1689 the

RHODE ISLAXD.

tt]]::o x{;?r;id le:izl?:r ; utl?nat }Il’-arliir::nt had driven Charles I. from his
. War upon. him, beaten him in battle, impri o

:ll::.(iled. lil;m. “ as it likely that the son of that monm,'ch E:li(l);e:llhtl?
b 1’. charter issued by the Long Parliament to stand ? Would h gt
zce 9\:;(}21;13 imlin dash the patent of the little republic out of e‘;i‘f
pme.n i lof Fhe o rl;).l(mle Island hx.zd hardly the courage to plead for the
g e Su\veﬂ'iur i rh, ‘but taking heart, they wrote a loyal petition
Qi ot v 1%“’ lpra_) ing for t‘he renewal of their charter. To their jn-
- g ’1 d to the wonder of after times, the king listened with favor ;
i ((Tn: tl.e mlmsEL:r, assented ; and on the 8th of Jul 1663 ;)i: ;
" tf:; '.]\ I;s(‘ re;s-;ued.‘ ; The freedom of the colony was in no \w-'?l;‘,e restri,ctede
tberal provisions of the parliamentary patent were reviy Vot

éven an oath of allegiance was required of the e 6
E. On lthe 2J:th of November the island of RI;:X
2 h];olgo f].mil(:;e;nj%e]]}z:xter had come with the charter. Opening the
e q',l.l 1¢ held ra.luﬁ the precious parchment, There sure
o t,an : ' signature of King Charles IT.  There was His Mu', ty’
val stamp; there was the broad seal of England. The charter waicsr;;

aloud to the joyful
ople. ittle .
ey T];'e _‘;m people. - The little “democracie” of Rhode Island

letter of thanks as

ple.
ode Island was thronged

PPy colonists were not to blame when they began their

; follows: “To King Charles is hi
and nestimable—yeq, incomparul)le—ivnr.” st v v

For nearly a quarter of a century Rhode Island prospered. The

gdmm]d = d(:(f; lKujft I;hﬁ:hp’s Wa_::‘ were forgotten, Roger Williams grew
o A.ﬂ 'wst came Sir Ecl}nun(] Andros, the enelﬁy of New
demande;i = 'er overthrowing the liberties of Massachusetts, he next
v W. h;,I fsurl‘"endor of t!le charter of Rhode Island, The demand
T ehe\lad?d by Governpr Walter Clarke and the colonial as-
Conid Andros, not to be thwarted, repaired to Newport, dissolved

government and broke the seal of the colony, Five irr::sponsible

councilors were appo;
ppointed to control the affairs '
®mmonwealth was in ruins, A B ror s di

But the usurpati i
t the usurpation was as brief as it was shameful. In the spring

i thr;:ewi f}wE& borne to Rhode Island that James II. had abdi-
B e Il{g{]ﬂnd’ and that Andros and his officers were pris-
B et ;,f‘ th;rxra}"-day the people rushed to Newport and made
e, gbratttl.lde for the great deliverance. Walter Clarke
o, decliged T]‘, ut was fearful of accepting, Almy was elected,
Bty yeus of g A old Quaker, named Henry Bull, more thag

age, was chosen. He was one of the founders of, the colony.

0Wn Anne Tutchinson and Roger Williams, Should he, i
_
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his gray hairs, through fear and timidity, refuse the post of danger? The
old veteran accepted the trust, and spent his last days in restoring the
liberties of Rhode Island.

Again the little State around the Bay of Narragansett was pros-
perous. For more than fifty years the peace of the colony was undis-
turbed. The principles of the illustrious founder became the principles.
of the commonwealth. The renown of Rhode Island has not been in
vastness of territory, in mighty cities or victorious armies, but in a stead-
fast devotion to truth, justice and freedom,

CHAPTER XXIII.
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

N the year 1622 the territory lying between the rivers Merrimac and
Kennebec, reaching from the sea to the St. Lawrence, was granted
by the council of Plymouth to Sir Ferdinand Gorges and John Mason,
The history of New Hampshire begins with the following year. For the
proprietors made haste to secure their new domain by actual settlements,
In the early spring of 1623 two small companies of colonists were sent
out by Mason and Gorges to people their province. The coast of New
Hampshire had first been visited by Martin Pring in 1603. Eleven
years later ihe restless Captain Smith explored the spacious harbor at
the mouth of the Piscataqua, and spoke with delight of the deep and
tranquil waters, g
One party of the new immigrants landed at Little Harbor, two
miles south of the present site of Portsmouth, and began to build a village,
The other party proceeded up stream, entered the Cocheco, and, four miles
above the mouth of that tributary, laid the foundations of Dover. With
the exception of Plymouth and Weymouth, Portsmouth and Dover are
the oldest towns in New England. But the progress of the settlements
was slow; for many years the two villages were only fishing-stations.
In 1629 the proprietors divided their dominions, Gorges retaining the
part north of the Piscataqua, and Mason taking exclusive control of the
district between the Piscataqua and the Merrimac. In May of this year,
Rev. John Wheelwright, who soon afterward became a leader in the party
of Anne Hutchinson, visited the Abenaki chieftains, and purchased their
L]
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u!nifns to the soil of the whole territory held by Mason; but in the fol-
lowing November, Mason’s titie was conﬁrmed'by a second patent from
the council, and the name of the province was changed from Laconia to
B.TEW HAMPSHIRE. Verysoon Massachusetts began to urge her chartered
flgl.xts.to.the district north of the Merrimac; already the claims to the
Jurisdiction of the new colony were numerous and conflicting.

In November of 1635, Mason died, and his widow undertook the
government of the province. But the expenses of the colony were greater
than the revenues; the chief tenants could not be paid for their services ;
and after a few years of mismanagement the territory was given up to th(;
earvant:s and dependents of the late proprietor. _Such was the condition
of affairs “;hen Mrs. Hutchinson and her friends were banished from
Boston. .Wheelwright, who was of the number, now found use for the
lands'whlch he had purchased in New Hampshire. When Clarke and
Coddington, leading the greater number of the exiles, set out for Rhode
Island, \Yheelwright, with a small party of friends, repaired to the banks
of the Piscataqua. At the head of tide-water on that stream they halted
and fqunded the village of Exeter. The little colony was declared =;.
:}Pubhc, established on the principle of equal right and universal toler-

on.

. The Pproposition to unite New Hampshire with Massachusetts was
received with favor by the people of both colonjes, The liberal provisions
of thfa Body of Liberties, adopted by the older province in 1641, excited
ﬂ}e villagers of the Piscataqua, and made them anxious to Jjoin tl’le desti-
nies of the free commonwealth of Massachusetts. A union was immedi-
ately proposed ; on the 14th of the following April terms of consolidation
Were agreed on, and New Hampshire, by the act of her own people, was
united with the older colony, It is worthy of special notice that th; law
of Massachusetts restricting the rights of citizenship to church members
Was not extended over the new province. The people of Port.émouth and
I?OV(?I' l.)elonged 'to the Church of England, and it was deemed unjust to
B tlllll,:n::f] ag;i:v-t them OP account of their religion, New Hampshire
| Y colony east of the Hudson not originally founded by the

The union continued in force unti
! ' until 1679. In the mean time the
heirs of Ma;:.zn had revwed.the claim of the old proprietor of the province,
1677(2‘136 . .d been du.ly nvestigated in the courts of England, and in
i ecision was mzichﬁl that the Masonian claims were invalid as to
. otk Jurisdiction of New Hampshire, but valid as to the soil—that is, the
; » but not the lawful governors, of the territo
It was evident from the character of this decision that King Charles irxf-
L
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tended to assert his own right of government over New Hampshire, and

at the sime time to confer the ownership of the soil upon the represent-

atives of Mason. Nor was the province long left in doubt as to the king’s

intentions. On the 24th of July, 1679, a decree was published by which

New Hampshire was separated from the jurisdiction of Massachusetts and

organized as a distinct royal province. The excuse was that the claims

of the Masons against the farmers of New Hampshire would have to be
determined in colonial courts, and that colonial courts could not be estab-
lished without the organization of a separate colony. It was clearly fore-
geen that in such trials the courts of Massachusetts would always decide
against the Masons. The purpose of the king became still more apparent
when Robert Mason, himself the largest claimant of all, was allowed to
nominate a governor for the province: Edward Cranfield was selected for
that office. :

The people of New Hampshire were greatly excited by the threatened
destruction of their liberties. Before Cranfield’s arrival the rugged saw-
yers and lumbermen of the Piscataqua had convened a general assembly
at Portsmouth. The first resolution which was passed by the represent-
atives showed the spirit of colonial resistance in full force. “No act, im-
position, law or ordinance,” said the sturdy legislators, shall be valid
unless made by the assembly and approved by the people.” When the
indignant king heard of this resolution, he declared it to be both wicked
and absurd. . It was not the first time that a monarch and his people had

disagreed.

In November of 1682, Cranfield dismissed the popular assembly. -

Such a despotic act had hever before been attempted in New England.
The excitement ran high; the governor was openly denounced, and his
claims for rents and forfeitures were stubbornly resisted. At Exeter the
sheriff was beaten with clubs. The farmers’ wives met the tax-gatherers
with pailfulls of hot water. At the village of Hampton, Cranfield’s
deputy was led out of town with a rope round his neck. When the
governor ordered out the militia, not a man obeyed the summons. It was
in the midst of these broils that Cranfield, unable to collect his rents and
vexed out of his wits, wrote to England begging for the privilege of going
home. The “unreasonable” people who were all the time caviling at his
commission and denying his authority were at length freed from his
presence,

An effort was now made to restore New Hampshire to the jurisdiction
of Massachusetts; but before this could be done the charter of the latter
province had been taken away and Edmund Andros appointed governor
of all New England, The colonics north of the Merrimac, seeing thab
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even Massachusetts had been bropght to submission, offered no resistance
o f&ndros, but quietly yielded to his authority. Until the En#lish revo-
llltlt)l.l of 1688, and the consequent downfall of Andros. New Ham shire
re}named u.nder the dominion of the royal governor., ,But whe‘n }111); was
seized and imprisoned by the citizens of Boston, the people of the nox'tlle;'n
towns also rose in rebellion and veasserted their freedom. A veneral as-
sembly was convened at Portsmouth in the spring of 1690 mil an ordi-
nance was at once passed veannexing New Hampshire to I;Iassachusetts.
But in August of 1692 this.action was annulled by the English govern~
ment, and the two provinces were a second time separated against the
protests of the people. 1In 1698, when the earl of Bellomont cz?me out as
royal governor of New York, his commission was made to include both
Masaachu:setts and New Hampshire, For a period of forty-two years the
t?m provinces, though retaining their separate legislative assemblies, con=
tx,nf;l:dl under tl?e authority of a common executive. Not until 174,1 was
;{ err?m :tce'paratmn effected between the colonies north and south of the
Me:'mwhil(?, the heirs of Mason, embarrassed with deldys and vexed
by oyposmg claimants, had sold to Samuel Allen, of London, their title
to New Hampshire. To him, in 1691, the old Masonian lj)atent was
transferre}l. His ¢ on-in-law, named Usher, a land speculator of Boston
;r;a_s.; appointed deputy governor. The new proprietor made a long anci
file effort to enforce his claim to the lands of the province,but was every-
\'vhere resisted. = Lawsuits were begun in the colonial ,courts but ?:o
Jufigments could be obtained against the occupants of lands; all ;ﬂ"orts to
. grlve the farmers‘i.nto the payment of rents or the surrender of their
omes were unavailing. For many years the history of New Hampshire
contains htt.Ie else than a record of strife and contention. Finally, Allen
died ; and in 1715, after a struggle of a quarter of a century hi’s heirs
abandoned their claim in despair. A few years afterward one i)f the de-
scendants of Mason discovered that the deed which his kinsmen had made
to {Ulen was defective. The original Masonian patent was accordingly
L‘f;\;lzfvei aﬁd'a Ias't effort was ma.de to secure possession of the provincé,
. ;.d f1‘11 :{am. 'The (mlo‘mal government had now grown strong
o g efend the rlc?rhts of its people, and the younger Masons were
dliged to abandon their pretensions. In the final adjustment of this

 ‘ong-standing difficulty the colonial authorities allowed the validity of

th .
th: I?/I.asoman patent as to the unoceupied portions of the territory, and
: 611(')5 made a formal surrender of their claims to all the rest.
Jf all the New England colonies, New Hampshire suffered most

Fr ; .
om the Frerll;h and Indian Wars, Her settlements were feeble, and her
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territory most exposed to savage invasion. In the last year of King
Philip’s War the suffering along the frontier of the province was very
great. Again, in the wars of William, Anne and George, the villages of
the northern colony were visited with devastation and ruin. But in the T COLONIAL HISTORY.—CoNTINUED
intervals of peace the spirits of the people revived, and the hardy settlers : 3 \
returned to their wasted farms to begin anew the struggle of life. Out - - MINOR MIDDLE COLONIES,
of these conflicts and trials came that sturdy and resolute race of pioneers -
who bore such a heroic part in the greater contests of after years.

Such is the story of the planting, progress, and development of '
New England. Hither had come, in the beginning, a people of sober ¥y CHAPTER XXIV.
habits, frugal lives, and lofty purposes. Before their imagination was b
one vision—the vision of freedom. And freedom to the men who laid
the foundations of civilization in New England meant the breaking off
of every species of thralldom. These people came to the New World
to stay. They voluntarily chose the wilderness with its forests, and
snows, and savages. For forests, and snows, and savages were better
than luxury with despotism. In Virginia as late as the middle of the
eighteenth "century many of the planters still looked fondly across the
ocean and spoke of England as their “home.” Not so with the peo-
ple whose hamlets were scattered from the Penobscot to the Housa-
tonic. With them the humble cabin in the frozen woods under the State of New Jersey was granted to Godyn and Blo t, tw
desolate sky of winter was a cheerful and sunny “home”—if only : Dutch patroons; but no settlement was mz;.de Iiim;%gfi t:;\O i ﬂ-le
P wig written on the threshold. ‘ . not a single European living between Delawm'(; Bay gpd the ;‘;‘iﬂ‘;’:}?

degree of latitude. In 1651 a considerable district, including the site

of Elizabethtown, was purchased by Augustine Herman ; but still no
colony was planted. Seven years afterwards a larger grant, embracing
the old‘ trading house at Bergen, was made ; and in 1663’a company
of Puritans, living on Long Island, obtained permission of Governor
Btuyvesant to settle on the banks of the Raritan ; but no settlement
was effected until after the conquest. " - ‘

. All the territory of New Jersey was included in the grant made by
King Charles to his brother the duke of York. Two months before the
conquest of New Netherland by the English, that portion of the duke’s
province lying between the Hudson and the Delaware, extending as far
north as forty-one degrees and forty minutes, was assigned by the proprietor
to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, These noblemen were already
i)}llbpr}eilnl)rs of .C?,rolina; but they had adhered to the king’s eause durin:g
; Q:n aivil war in Englanf], and were now rewarded with a second Amer-
# Ppl:ovmce. A]mos:t uzlmedlately after the conquest another company

' furitans made application to Governor Nicolls, and received an exten-
five grant of land on Newark Bay. The Indian titles were honorably
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THE colonial history of New Jersey properly begins with the found-
ing of Elizabethtown, in 1664. As early as 1618 a feeble trading
station had been established at Bergen, wes#of the Hudson : but forty
years elapsed before permanent dwellings were built in t-ilat neigh-
borhood. 1In 1623 the block-house, called Fort Nassau, was erected
at the mouth of Timber Creek, on the Delaware; after a’ few months’
oceupancy, May and his companions abandored the place and returned
to New Amsterdam. Six years later the southern part of the present
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