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Tn 1640, New Netherland became involved in a war with the
Indians of Long Island and New Jersey. The natives of the lower
Hudson were a weak and unwarlike people; under just treatment they
would have faithfully kept the peace. But dishonest traders had mad-
dened them with rum and then defranded and abused them. Burning
with resentment and hate, the savages of the Jersey shore crossed over to
Staten Island, laid waste the farms and butchered the inhabitants. New
Amsterdam was for a while endangered, but was soon put in a state
of defence. A company of militia was organized and sent against the
Delawares of New Jersey, but nothing resulted from the expedition. A
large bounty was offered for every member of the tribe of the Raritans,
and many were hunted to death. On both sides the war degenerated
into treachery and murder. Through the mediation of Roger Williams,
the great peacemaker of Rhode Island, a truce was obtained, and imme-
diately broken. A chieftain’s son, who had been made drunk and robbed,
went to the nearest settlement and killed the first Hollander whom he
met. . Governor Kieft demanded the criminal, but the sachems refused
to give him up. They offered to pay a heavy fine for the wrong done,
but Kieft would accept nothing less than the life of the murderer.

While the dispute was still unsettled, a party of the terrible Mo-
hawks came down the river to claim and enforce their supremacy Over
the natives of the coast. The timid Algonquins in the neighbothood of
New Amsterdam cowered before the mighty warriors of the North,
huddled together on the bank of the Hudson, and begged assistance of
the Dutch. Here the vindictive Kieft saw an opportunity of wholesale
destruction, A company of soldiers set out secretly from Manhattan,
crossed the river and discovered the lair of the Indians. The place was
surrounded by might, and the first notice of danger given to the savages
wes the roar of muskets. Nearly a hundred of the poor wretches were
killed before daydawn. Women who chricked for pity were mangled to
death, and children were thrown into the river.

When it was known among the tribes that the Dutch, and not the
Mohawks, were the authors of this outrage, the war was renewed with
fary. The Indians were in a frenzy. Dividing into small war-parties,
they concealed themselves ¢, the woods and swamps; then rose, without a
moment’s warning, upon defenceless farmhouses, burning and butchering
without mercy. At this time that noted woman Mrs, Anne Hutchinson
was living with her son-in-law in the valley of the Housatonic. Her
house was surrounded and set on fire by the savages; every member of
the family except one child was cruelly murdered, Mrs, Hutchinson

herself was burned alive.
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the commerce of New Netherlund , T the first year of the new adminis-
tration this monopoly was abolished, and regular export duties were sub-
stituted. The benefit of the change was at once apparent in the improve-
ment of the Dutch province. In one of the letters written to Stuyvesant
by the secretary of the company, the remarkable prediction is made that
the commerce of New Amsterdam should cover every ocean and the ships
of all nations crowd into her harbor. But for many years the growth of
the city was slow. As late as the middle of the century, the better parts
of Manhattan Island were still divided among the farmers. Central Park
was a forest of oaks and chestnuts.

In 1650, a boundary-line was fixed between New England and New
Netherland.  The Dutch were fearful lest the English should reach the
Hudson and cut off the fur-trade between Fort Orange and New Amster-
dam. Governor Stuyvesant met the ambassadors of the Eastern colonies
at Hartford, and after much discussion an eastern limit was set to the
Dutch possessions. The line there established extended across Long
Tsland north and south, passing through Oyster Bay, and thence to Green-

wich, on the other side of the gound. From this point northward the |

dividing-line was nearly identical with the present boundary of Connec-
ticut on the west. This treaty was ratified by the colonies, by the West
India Company and by the states-general of Holland; but the English
government treated the matter with indifference and contempt.
Stuyvesant had less to fear from the colony of New Sweden. The
ople of New Netherland outnumbered the Swedes as ten to one, and
the Dutch claim to the country of the Delaware had never been re-
nounced. In 1651, an armament left New Amsterdam, entered the bay
. and came to anchor at a point on the western shore five miles below the
th of the Brandywine. On the present site of New Castle,Fort Cas-
imir was built and garrisoned with Dutch soldiers.. This act was
equivalent to a declaration of war. The Swedish settlement of Christiana
was almost in sight of the hostile fortress, and a conflict could hardly be
avoided. Rising, the governor of the Swedes, looked on quietly until
Fort Casimir was completed, then captured the place by stratagem, over-
powered the garrison and hoisted the flag of Sweden.

It was a short-lived triumph. The West India Company were
secretly pleased that the Swedes had committed an act of open violence.
Orders were at once issued to Stuyvesant to visit the Swedish colonists
with vengeance, and to compel their submission or drive them from the
Delaware. In September of 1655 the orders of the company were car-
ried out to the letter. The old governor put himself at the head of more

than six hundred troops—a number almost equal to the entire population
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Chesapeake and Delaware Bay, as far north as the latitude of Phila-
delphia. Berkeley, of Virginia, also claimed New Sweden as a part of
his dominions. Connecticut pushed her settlements westward on Long
Island, and purchased all the remaining Indian claims between her
western frontier and the Hudson. - Massachusetts boldly declared her in-
tention to extend her boundaries to Fort Orange. The indignant Stuy-
vesant asked the agents of Connecticut where the province of New
Netherland could shortly be found ; and the agents coolly answered that
they did not know,

Discord at home added to the governor’s embarrassments. For
many years the Dutch had witnessed the growth and prosperity of the
English colonies. Boston had outgrown New Amsterdam. The schools
of Massachusetts and Connecticut flourished; the academy on Man-
hattan, after a sickly career of two years, was discontinued. In New
Netherland heavy taxes were levied for the support of the poor; New
England had no poor. Liberty and right were the subjects of debate in
every English village; to the Dutch farmers and traders such words had
litle meaning. The people of New Netherland grew emulous of the
progress of their powerful neighbors, and attributed their own abasement
to the mismanagement and selfish greed of the West India Company.

_ Without actual disloyalty to Holland, the Dutch came to prefer the laws
and customs of England. Under these accumulating troubles the faithful
Stuyvesant was wellnigh overwhelmed.

Such was the condition of affairs at the beginning of 1664. Eng-
"land and Holland were at peace. Neither nation had reason to appre-
hend an act of violence from the other. In all that followed, the arbi-
trary principles and unscrupulous dispsition of the English king were

* fully manifested. On the 12th of March in this year the duke of York
reaived at the hands of his brother, Charles 1I., two extensive patents
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of New Netherland
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of Nicolls. There
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sovereignty of Eng-
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mitted should have the
rights of Englishmen ;
those who refused
should hear the crash
of cannon-balls, The
Dutch council of New
Amsterdam was im-
mediately  convened.
It was clear that the
burgomasters meant to
surrender. The stormy
old governor exhorted
them to rouse to action and fight

On the 28th of

PETER STUYVESANT.

; some one replied that the Dutch

West India Company was not wort}
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it to tatters i 2 pres i
bmvet:iflers in the presence of his council. It was all in vain. The
o n;a(;; was ﬁ)rce.fl to sign the capitulation; and on the .Sth of
wsemptehoim’] 64, New Netherland ceased to gxist. The English flag
4 sted over the fort and town, and the name of Ngw {: e Wl
JBSubstituted for New Ams iy
e } - Amsterdam. The surrender of Fort Orange, now
y, followed on the 24th; and on the 1st of Ot‘.ttlil(”r the
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English squadron was immediately equiplmd, put under command of " B i o Gateot :
Richard Nicolls and sent to A merica. In July the armament reached - of England g1a, every mile of the American coast was under the flag

for American territory. The first grant included the district reaching
from the Kennebec to the St. Croix River, and the second embraced the
whole country between the Connecticut and the Delaware. Without re-
gard to the rights of Holland, in utter contempt of the West India Com-
pany, through whose exertions the valley of the Hudson had been peopled,

with no respect for the wishes of the Dutch, or even for the voice of his
English monarch in one rash hour despoiled a sister
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own Parliament, the
kingdom of a well-earned province.
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CHAPTER XX.
NEW YORK UNDER THE ENGLISH.

[CHARD NICOLLS, the first Englisﬂ.l governor of : 1\‘ew Iﬁto‘:'l;
l)‘c-g'm his duties by settling the boundaries of lljl'- ]l\rox 1{:( ?e i
ork full of trouble and vexation. As ea.rl_v as 1'6..3 the “t (LO Claime:i
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of the English governor, and to pay him therefor such sums as yielded an
immense revenue. The evil done to the province, however, was less than
might have been expected from so arbitrary and despotic a government,
In 1667, Nicolls was superseded by Lovelace. With less ability
and generosity than his predecessor, he proved a greater tyrant. The bad
principles of the system established by the duke of York were now fully
developed. The people became dissatisfied and gloomy. Protests against
the government and petitions for redress were constantly presented, and
constantly rejected with contempt. The discontent was universal. The
towns of Southold, Southampton and Easthampton resisted the tax-
gatherers.  The people of Huntington voted that they were robbed of the
privileges of Englishmen. The villagers of Jamaica, Flushing
stead passed a resolution that the gove
to the laws of the English nation.

and Hemp-
rnor’s decree of taxation was contrary
The only attention which Lovelace
and his council paid to these resolutions was to declare them scandalous;
illegal and seditious, and to order them to be publicly burnt before the
town-house of New York. When the Swedes, naturally a quiet and
submissive people, resisted the exactions of the governme
visited with additional severity, “If there is any more
the taxes, make them so heavy that the people can do nothing but think
how to pay them,” said Lovelace in his instructions to his deputy.

The Dutch and the English colonists were always friends, Not
once in the whole history of the country did they lift the sword against
each other. Even while England and Holland were at war, as they were
in 1652-54, the American subjects of the two nations remained at peace,
Another war followed that act of violence by which, in 1664, the duke
of York possessed himself of New Netherland ; but the conflict did not
A third time, in 1672, Charles IT. was induced by
the king of France to begin a contest with the Dutch government. This
time, indeed, the struggle extended to the colonies, and New York was
revolutionized, but not by the action of her own people, In 1673 a small
squadron was fitted out by Holland and placed under command of the
gallant Captain Evertsen. The fleet sailed for America,"apd arrived be-
fore Manhattan on the 30th of July. The governor of New York was
absent, and Manning, the deputy-governor, was a coward. The defences

j ated, and the people refused o strengthen them,
Within four hours after the arrival of the squadron the fort was sur-
Tendered. The city capitulated, and the whole province
& struggle. New Jersey and Delaware sent in their submission ; the
name of New Netherland was revived ; and the authority of Holland was
Testored from Connecticut to Maryland,

nt, they were
murmuring against

yielded without




174 HISTORY OF THE UNITED *STATES.

The reconquest of New York by the Dutch was only a brief mili-
tary occupation of the country. The civil authority of Holland was never
redstablished. In 1674, Charles IL was obliged by his Parliament to
conclude a treaty of peace. There was the usual clause requiring the
yestoration of all conquests made during the war. New York reverted
to the English government, and the rights of the duke were again recog-
nized in the province. To-make his authority doubly secure for the
future, he obtained from his brother, the king, a new patent confirming
the provisions of the former charter. The man who now received the
appointment of deputy-governor of New York was none other than Sir
Fdmund Andros. On the last day of October the Dutch forces were
finally withdrawn, and Andros assumed the government.

Tt was a sad sort of government for the people. The worst prac-
tices of Lovelace’s administration were revived. The principles of arbi-
trary rule were openly avowed. Taxes were levied without authority of
law, and the appeals and protests of the people were treated with derision.
The clamor for a popular legislative assembly had become so great that
Andros was on the point of yielding. He even wrote a letter to the duke
of York advising that thick-headed prince to grant the people the right
of electing a colonial legislature. The duke replied that popular assem-
blies were seditious and dangerous; that they only fostered discontent and
disturbed the peace of the government; and finally, that he did not see
any use for them. To the people of New York the civil liberty of the

New England colonies seemed farther off than ever.

By the terms of his grant the duke of York claimed jurisdiction
over all the territory between the Connecticut River and Maryland. To
assert and maintain this claim of his master was a part of the deputy-
governor’s business in America. The first effort to extend the duke’s
territorial rights to the limits of his charter was made in July of 1675.
With some armed sloops and a company of soldiers, Andros proceeded to
the mouth of the Connecticut in the hope of establishing his jurisdiction.
The general assembly of the colony had heard of his coming, and had
gent word to Captain Bull, who commanded the fort at Saybrook, to re-
sist Andros in the name of the king, When the latter came in sight and
hoisted the flag of England, the same colors were raised within the fortress,
The royal governor was permitted to Jand ; but when he began to read
his commission, he was ordered in the king’s name to desist. Overawed
by the threatening looks of the Saybrook militia, Andros retired to his
boats and set sail for Long Tsland.

Notwithstanding the grant of New Jersey to Carteret and Berkeley,
the attempt was now made to extend the jurisdiction of New York over

NEW YORK UNDER THE ENGLISH. 175

the lower province. Andros issued a d i ili

frlomv the ports of New Jersey should pzjm: (tll;?; i.htlplilesa l-hl‘lg e

of New York. This tyrannical action was openl r%t:ulib g

attempted to frighten the assembly of New Jersey ilto :;bm'issi;& “dm;

ip;r(‘):::sed;ﬁ S(;‘ far a.s to :frrest Philip Carteret, the deputy-governor.n’ Enut

ol beo no use. The x:gpresentativm of the people declared them-
under the protection of the Great Charter, which not even the

duke of York, or his brother the king, could alter or annul, In August

of 1682 the territories beyond the Delaware were granted by the duke to

William Penn. This little district, first settled
§§3u§r§; I)_\i" th]c Dutch, then transferred to En;ﬁg:ﬁ‘l}iﬁ;ggﬁgaﬁ
e a“(]“"r"":j , Was now ﬁnall-y separated from the jurisdiction of New
v _iom to Pennsylvania. The governors of the latter provi
: 0 exercise authority over the three counti e 5
until the American Revolution. y e
4 Caﬂ]ﬁit; tI;i )((;ije of Andros’s m}miantration, in 1683, Thomas Don.
P :\]amo ne g;vcrnor of New York. For thirty years the people
o t,he dzmg dor a general assembly. Just before Andros left the
ol r, himge]?a;l beaamc-a more vf'ehement than ever, The retiri
L t, o of a (?espotm disposition, counseled the duke to concede
ot cprl:e.gentatmn to fhe people. At last James yielded, not so
ookl cl:-ewvlgw of ff:‘xtendmg popular rights, as with the hop; of in-
B nuv:s rom the 1{nproved condition of his province
e a,ll g Ig(l);ernor, came with full instructions to call an ﬂmem:
e qulme 113 ders of New York, by whom certain persons of their
v ;;(.l(;][]' be leleeted to take part in the government. Seventy
gy '[:]:s.ﬂ,] : s:en;:()alt 1e' Settl(!moflt of Manhattan Island ; and now for
g iwsl e were permitted to choose their own rulers and to
The first act of the new assembly w
e ’ mbly was to declare tha
:Ei:la:;;; iwgwerzxc?fl' }l;;ae lllz'loivmcc resided in the governor, tifetz‘.l;lillli)lrz]:;
o ¢ il ders were granted the right of s ; tri
se);] iuotyf ';v;: ;;iblﬁhml; ta.lws should no more be léfevied e::ﬁ;atgz} 221:3
e l;llld) ¥ solfilers should not be quartered on the people ;
B b:(')t ex;st;.no person accepting the general ductrin(;
it In any wise distressed or persecuted. All the rights
. mlou:i?vin 1k as%achuisetts and Virginia were carefully written by
Vb Of‘:al lt:}r;;f L\(‘iw York in their first charter of liberties,
The goyern. y - an important treaty was concluded at Alban
18 of New York and Virginia were met in convention by thye.

Sachems of the Iroquois, and the terms of a lasting peace were settled.
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A long war ensued between the Five Nations and the TFrench, The

Jesuits of Canada employed every artifice a.nd intrigue to induce t]ns:
Tndians to break their treaty with the English, but all to no purpos]i ;
the alliance was faithfully observed. In 1684, and again in 1687, tke
French invaded the territory of the Iroquois; buF the mighty Mohaw‘ 8
and Oneidas drove back their foes with loss and dlS&S‘tEI‘. By the }}zarr;er
of the friendly Five Nations on the north, the English and Dutch colo-
*ni ned from danger. :
< we{z Slcégz the duke of gYe'ork became king of Englz.md. Ii.; was soon
found that even the monarch of a great nation could violate his I')IEdifji
King James became the open antagonist of the government Yvhxch -
heen established under his own directions. The po]..)ular leglslatu.re 0
New York was abrogated. An odious tax was 1ev1e_ed by an al‘bltl‘al]'};
decree. Printing-presses were forbi;ideg i[:; the province, All the old
revived and made a public boast.
e Efr;);gzﬁjr of 1686, Ecllmund Andros became governor of all
New England. It was a part of his plan to ext'end his do.mui%o}tll ;)ver
New York and New Jesey. To the former province, Francis Nicholson,
the lieutenant-general of Andros, was s.ent as deputy. z Dongankwa:s suple;'(i
seded, and until the English Revolution of 1688, New York was I'(lil -
as a dependency of New England. When the news of' :chat event anv (':}
the accession of William of Orange reached th(? province, there “asha
neral tumult of rejoicing. The people rose in rebellion against Nt e
government of Nicholson, who was glad enough to escape from New.

York and return to England. . :
. a;he Jeader of the insurrection was Jacob Leisler, a captain of the

militia. A committee of ten took upon themselves the task o.f reorganizf]:ng
the gm;ernment. Leisler was oommissione(.l to take possession of thed or(:
of New York. Most of the troops in the city, together with five l?un re
yolunteers, proceeded against: the fort, which was éurren.dered \\:ithrout e;
struggle. The insurgents published a declfxratlon in which t(];ey avow -
their loyalty to the prince of Orange, their .countrymax.l, an ex-presseix
their determination to yield immediate ol.)edxenc.e to his aut}fnor;ty. X
provisional government was, organized, with Leisler at the lea(i 33
provincial councilors, who were friends and adherents of the Vtepos’lc
Nicholson, left the city and repaired to Albany. Here the.pal y \; [:g
were opposed to the usurpation of Leisler proceeded to organize a ts}ecrit
provisional government. Both factions were careﬁ.ﬂ to exermsflb al:i hority
in the name of William and Mary, the new soverelgns of Eng and.

In September of 1689, Milborne, the son-in-law of Lemleé, was
gent to Albany to demand the surrender of the town and fort, Court
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land and Bayard, who were the leaders of the northern faction, opposed
the demand with so much vigor that Milborne was obliged to retire with-
out accomplishing his object. Such was the condition of affairs at the
beginning of King William’s War. How the village of Schenectady was
destroyed by the French and Indians, and how an unsuccessful expedition
by land and water was planned against Quebec and Montreal, has been
nareated in the history of Massachusetts. Such was the dispiriting effect
of these disasters upon the people of Albany and the north that a second
effort made by Milborne against the government of the opposing faction
was successful ; and in the spring of 1690 the authority of Leislér as tem-
porary governor of New York was recognized throughout the province.
The summer was spent in fruitless preparations to invade and conquer
Canada. The general assembly was convened at the capital; but little
was accomplished except a formal recognition of the insurrectionary
government of Leisler.

In January of 1691, Richard Ingoldsby arrived at New York.
Hebore a commission as captain, and brought the intelligence that Colo-
nel Sloughter had been appointed royal governor of the province. Leisler
received Ingoldsby with courtesy, and offered him quarters in the city ;
but the latter, without authority from either the king or the governor, .
haughtily demanded the surrender of His Majesty’s fort. Leisler refused
to yield, but edressed his willingness to submit to any one who bore
a commission from King William or Colonel Sloughter. On the 19th
of March the governor himself arrived; and Leisler on the same day
despatched messengers, tendering his service and submission. The mes-
eengers were arrested, and Ingoldsby, the enemy and rival of Leisler, was
sent with verbal orders for the surrender of the fort. Leisler foresaw his
doom, and hesitated. He wrote a letter to Sloughter, expressing a desire
to make a personal surrender of the post to the governor. The letter was
unanswered ; Ingoldsby pressed his demand; Leisler wavered, capitu-
lated, and with Milborne was seized and hurried to prison,

As soon as the royal government was organized the two prisoners
were brought to trial. The charge was rebellion and treason. Dudley,
the chief-justice of New England, rendered a decision that Leisler had
been a usurper. The prisoners refused to plead, were convicted and sen-
tenced to death. Sloughter, however, determined to know the *pleasure
of the king before putting the sentence into execution. But the royalist
assembly of New York had already come together, and the members were
resolved that the prisoners should be hurried to their death. The governor
was invited to a banquet; and when heated with strong drink, the death-

warrant was thrust before him for his signature, He succeeded in affix-
12
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ing his name to the fatal parchment; and almost before the fumes of his
drunken revel had passed away, his victims had met their fate. On the
16th of May, Leisler and Milborne were brought from prison, led through
a drenching rain to the scaffold and hanged. Within less than a year
afterward, their estates, which had been confiscated, were restored to their
heirs ; and in 1695 the attainder of the families was removed.

The same summer that witnessed the execution of Leisler and
Milborne was noted for the renewal of the treaty with the Iroquois. At

.A]bany, Governor Sloughter met the sachems of the Five Nations, and
the former terms of fidelity and friendship were reaffirmed. In the fol-
lowing year the valiant Major Schuyler, at the head of the New York
militia, joined a war-party of the Iroquois in a successful expedition
against the French settlements beyond Lake Champlain. Meanwhile,
the assembly of the province had been in session at the capital. Although
the representatives were royalists, a resolution was passed against arbitrary
taxation, and another which declared the people to be a part of the govern-
ing power of the colony. It was not long until one of the governors had
occasion to say that the people of New York were growing altogether too
big with the privileges of Englishmen.

Soon after his return from Albany, Sloughter’s career was cut
short by death. He was succeeded in the office of governor by Benjamin
Fletcher, a man of bad passions and poor abilities. e new executive
arrived in September of 1692. One of the first measures of his adminis-
tration was to renew the recent treaty with the Iroquois. It was at this
time the avowed purpose of the English monarch to place under a com-
mon government all the territory between the Connecticut River and
Delaware Bay. To further this project, Fletcher was armed with an
ample and comprehensive commission. He was made governor of New
York, and commander-in-chief not only of the troops of his own province,
but also of the militia of Connecticut and New Jersey. In the latter
provinee he met with little opposition ; but the Puritans of Hartford re-
sisted so stubbornly that the alarmed and disgusted governor was glad to
return to his own capital.

The next effort of the administration was to establish the Episcopal
Church in New York. The Dutch and the English colonists of the
province were still distinct in nationality ; the former, though Calvinists,
were not unfriendly to the Episcopal service which the Puritans so
heartily despised. 1In a religious controversy between Fletcher’s council
and the English, the Dutch, not being partisans of either, looked on with
comparative indifference. But when the governor was on the point of
succeeding with his measures, the general assembly interposed, passed a
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decree of toleration, and brought the pretentions Church to a level with
the rest. Fletcher gave vent to his indignation by calling his legislators
a set of unmannerly and insubordinate boors,

In 1696 the territory of New York was invaded by the French
under Frontenac, governor of Canada. The faithful Iroquois made com-
mon cause with the colonial forces, and the formidable expedition of the
French was turned into confusion. Before the loss could be repaired
and a second invasion undertaken, King William’s War was ended by the
treaty of Ryswick. In the following year, the earl of Bellomont, an
Irish nobleman of excellent character and popular sympathies, succeeded
Fletcher in the government of New York. His administration of less
than four years was the happiest era in the history of the colony. His
authority, like that of his predecessor, extended over a part of New Eng-
land. Massachusetts and New Hampshire were under his jurisdiction,
but Connecticut and Rhode Island remained independent. To this period
belong the exploits of the famous pirate, Captain William Kidd.

For centuries piracy had been the common vice of the high seas.
The nations were just now beginning to take active measures for the sup-
pression of the atrocious crime. The honest and humane Bellomont was
one who was anxious to see the end of piratical violence. His commission
contained a clause which authorized the arming of a vessel to range the
ocean in pursuit of pirates. The ship was to bear the English flag, and
was also commissioned as a privateer to prey upon the commerce of the
enemies of England. The vessel was owned by a company of distin-
guished and honorable persons; Governor Bellomont himself was one of
the proprietors; and William Kidd received from the English admiralty
& commission as captain. The ship sailed from England before Bello-
mont’s departure for New York. Hardly had the earl reached his
province when the news came that Kidd himself had turned pirate and
become the terror of the seas. For two years he continued his infamous
career, then appeared publicly in the streets of Boston, was seized, sent
to England, tried, convicted and hanged. What disposition was made
of the enormous treasures which the pirate-ship had gathered on the ocean
has never been ascertained. Tt has been thought that the vast hoard of
ill-gotten wealth was buried in the sands of Long Island. Governor
Bellomont was charged with having shared the booty, but an in-
Vestigation before the House of Commons showed the accusation to be
groundless,

In striking contrast with the virtues and wisdom of Bellomont
e the vices and folly of Lord Cornbury, who succeeded him. He
amived at New York in the beginning of May, 1702, A month
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previously the proprietors of New Jersey had surrendered their rights
in the province to the English Crown. All obstacles being thus removed,
the two colonies were formally united in ome government under the
authority of Cornbury. For a period of thiriy-sic years the territories,
though with separate assemblies, continized under the jurisdiction of a
single executive. .

One of Cornbury’s first acts wag to forge a clause in his own com-
mission. Desiring to foster the Established Church, and finding nothing
%o that effect in his instructions, he made instructions for himself. At
first the people received him with great favor. The assembly voted two
thousand -pounds sterling to compensate him for the expenses of his
voyage. In order to improve and fortify the Narrows, an additional sum
of fifteen hundred pounds was granted. The money was taken out of the
treasury, but no improvement was visible at the Narrows. The repre-
' sentatives modestly inquired what had become of their revenues. Lord
Cornbury replied that the assembly of New York had no right to ask
questions until the queen should give them permission. The old and
oft-repeated conflict between personal despotism and popular liberty broke
out anew. The people of the province were still divided on the subject
of Leisler’s insurrection. Cornbury became a violent partisan, favoring
the enemies and persecuting the friends of that unfortunate leader ; and so
from year to year matters grew constantly worse, unfil between the gov-
ernor and his people there existed no relation but that of mutual hatred.

In 1708 the civil dissensions of the province reached a climax.
Each succeeding assembly resisted more stubbornly the measures of the
governor. Time and again the people petitioned for his removal. The
councilors selected their own treasurer, refused to vote appropriations,
and curtailed Cornbury’s revenues until he was impoverished and ruined.
Then came Lord Lovelace with a commission from Queen Anne, and the
passionate, wretched governor was unceremoniously turned out of office.
Left to the mercy of his injured subjects, they arrested him for debt and
threw him into prison, where he lay until, by his father’s death, he be-
came a peer of England and could be no longer held in confinement,

During the progress of Queen Anne’s War the troops of New York
cobperated with the army and navy of New England. Eighteen hun-
dred volunteers from the Hudson and the Delaware composed the land
forces in the unsuccessful expedition against Montreal in the winter of
1709-10. The provincial army proceeded as far as South River, east
of Lake George. Here information was received that the English fleet

which was expected to cobperate in the reduction of Quebec had been
gent to Portugal; the armament of New England was insufficient of
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:)t:ell\Tf to a;tempt the conquest of the Canadian stronghold ; and the troops
: ewh f)rk and New flersey were obliged to retreat. Again, in 1711
]Tise; tte me(;}mp;teni Sir Hovenden Walker was pretending b:) oonduct’;
eet up the St. Lawrence, and was in realit i
: . ; y only anxious to
!Izqway, the army which was to invade Canada by land Yf:ra.s\ furnished ngt
ew Yorllz. }.X‘second time the provincial forces reached Lake Geor e)t
Il:u.i: the dispiriting news of the disaster to Walker’s fleet destroyed gall,
ope ofI'{‘ szcoeas, agddthe discouraged soldiers returned to their homes
atlure and disgrace were not the only distressing i .
: y distressing eircumst:
0? these campaigns; a heavy debt remained to oversha,doxg the prospti?fs
of New York and to consume her revenues. For many years the I*e)j
sources of the province were exhausted in meeting the extraordinary
ex(plenses of Qufsen Anne’s war. In 1713 the treaty of Utrecht put an
end to the conflict, and peace returned to the American colonies. TIn this
gle]ar the (’%‘uﬁcaroras 0;' Carolina—a nation of the same race with the Iro
018 and Hurons of the North—were defeated and dri :
‘ f riven from thei
hon:ies by the Sout}?ern colonists, The haughty tribe marched nor]t‘[;]Lf
:lv;aer S,tcrﬁssed the mu_idlle colonies and joined their warlike kinsmen on
i awrence, making the sixth nation in the Iroquois confederacy
Eﬂqullle years later:? greafs_council was held at Albany. There the gra?d
Pens;ms; of .the S:ix ‘ljatmus were met by the governors of New York
ylvania an irginia. ~ An important commerci ,
. - al tr
fo;llfugd, by‘ which the extensive and profitable fur-trade of thee;tg’di;ass
Enlgcl i;huntIll no{‘;v, had been engrossed by the French, was diverted to th;
- In order to secure the full benefits of this ar
e : us arrangement, Governor
ned to establish a tradin
g-post at Osy
:vh;sl?‘llli\‘il:er:tihore of Lake Ontario. Five years latell') a substan‘;?aglo,f:r:
at the same place and furnished with an Engli g
late as the middle of the ¢ i el
entury, Oswego continued to be i
fied outpost of the English i AR b
glish in the entire country drained by th
rence and its tributaries, The French, mea il v
‘ ; , meanwhile, had built a strong fort
?}t]]a bjnlsltﬁ:.ra, ar;}l another at Crown Point, on the,western shore of gi;aie
In. 1he struggle for coloni: g i
i begiﬂningjgg r colonial supremacy between the two nations
- WTal;e a(ii)ninistratiou,of Governor Cosby, who succeeded Burnett in
1132, a stormy epoch in the history of the colon
' y. The people w
goi i{;lnst?rinstruggle- with the royal governors, At this timepthf contfe::
18 deme or of a dispute about the freedom of the press. The liberal
e thoeratlc party of the- province held that a public journal might criti-
e acts of the a:dmmistration and publish views dista.steﬁ?l to the
government, The aristocratic party opposed such liberty as a dangerous
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license, which, if permitted, would soon sap the foundations of all an-
thority. Zenger, an editor of one of the liberal newspapers, published
hostile criticisms on the policy of the governor, was seized and put in
prison, Great excitement ensued. The people were clamorous for their
champion. Andrew Hamilton, a noted lawyer of Philadelphia, went to
New York to defend Zenger, who was brought to trial in July of 1735.
The charge was libel against the government ; the cause was ably argued,
and the jury made haste to bring in a verdict of acquittal. The aldermen
of the city of New York, in order to testify their appreciation of Hamil-
ton’s services in the cause of liberty, made him a present of an elegant
gold box, and the people were wild with enthusiasm over their victory.

New York, like Massachusetts, was once visited with a fatal delu-
sion. In the year 1741 occurred what is known as THE NEGRO ProT.
Slavery was permitted in the province, and negroes constituted a large
fraction of the population, Several destruetive fires had occurred, and it
was believed that they had been kindled by incendiaries. The slaves
were naturally distrusted; now they became feared and hated. Some
degraded women came forward and gave information that the negroes
had made a plot to burn the city, kill all who opposed them, and set up
one of their owh number as governor. The whole story was the essence
of absurdity; but the people were alarmed, and were ready to believe
anything. The reward of freedom was offered to any slave who would
reveal the plot. Many witnesses rushed forward with foolish and contra-
dictory stories; the jails were filled with the accused ; and more than
thirty of the miserable creatures, with hardly the form of a trial, were
convicted and then hanged or burned to death. Others were transported
and sold as slaves in foreign lands. As soon as the supposed peril had
passed and the excited people regained their senses, it came to be doubted
whether the whole shocking affair had not been the result of terror and
fanaticism. The verdict of after times has been that there was mo plot
at all. :
During the progress of King George’s War the territory of New
York was several times invaded by the French and Indians. But the
invasions were feeble and easily repelled. Except the abandonment of a
few villages in the northern part of the State,and the destruction of a

small amount of exposed property, little harm was done to the province. 5

The alliance of the fierce Mohawks with the English always made the in-
vasion of New York by the French an exploit of more danget than profit.
The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, concluded in 1748, again brought peace
and prosperity to the people.

Notwithstanding the central position of New York, her growth
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-
was slow, hel: development unsteady, and her prospects darkened with
much adversmy.. In population she stood, at the outbreak of the
French and Indian war, but sizth in a list of the colonies. Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia had all

- outstripped her in the race. But the elemegts of future renown were

no.wh.ere else more gbundantly bestowed. Here at the foot of her
principal city lay the most convenient and commodious harbor on the
Atlantic. A magnificent river—draining the country as far as where
at Onondaga, burned the great council-fire of the Six Nations—rolle(i
down through fruitful valleys to join the waters of the bay. Best of
all,. the people who inhabited the noble .province were ever® ready to
resist oppression, bold to deferd their rights, and zealous in the cause
of freedom.

Such is the history of the little colony planted on Manhattan
Island. A hundred and thirty years have passed since the first feeble
settler.nents were made ; now the great valley of the Hudson is filled with
beautiful farms‘and teeming villages. The Walloons of Flanders and
the Puritans of New England have blended into a common people. Dis-
oord and contention, though bitter while they lasted, have borne only the
peaceful fruit of colonial liberty. There are other and greater struggles

. through which New York must pass, other burdens to be borne, other

mla'mltles to be endured, other fires in which her sons must be tried and
plmﬁe.d, before they gain their freedom., But the oldest and greatest of
the middle colonies has entered upon a glorious career, and the ample
foundations of an EMPIRE STATE are securely laid,




