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had given up the enterpri.<.e. He a.'lSigned his exclusive proprietary right8 
to an ~•iation of London mcrchant:-, and it was under their auspices 
that White had mad~ the final i;t'fil'(.'h for the settlers of Roanokc. From 
the date of thi.s evcnt very little in thc way of voyagc and discovcry was 
accomplh,hed by the English until the )'C1U' 1602, when roaritime enter
pri..i.c again brought thc flag of Englund to the shorcs of Aroerim. BAR 

THOLOllEW Gos~oLD was the man to whom belongs the honor of roak· 
ing the ncxt explorations of our coast. 

The old route from thc shore3 of Euro¡>e to America was -very cir-
ruitous. Ships frotll the poro, of England, France and Spain sailed first 
southwan.l to the Canary I~lani6, thcnce to the W e,t Indie., and thcnce 
northwan.l to the coai,t-linc of thc contincnt. .Abancloning thi.s path as 
unncccssarily long and out of thc way, Gosnokl, in a single small ves.sel 
called the Concord, sailed directly ae1'0$8 the Atlantic, and in seven weeks 
n>aehed the coa,;t of Maine. The distance thns gained was fully two 
thousanu milrs. lt was Gusnoh.l's. olút-ct to fouud a colony, and fur 
that purpo::-e a compaoy of ~mign>1Jts came with him. Beginning at 
Cape Elizabeth, explorntions Wt're ruade to the soutbward; Cape Cocl 
was reacbed, and here the c1ptaio, with fonr of bis roen, wenton shore. 
lt wa.~ the first landing of Englishmen within the limita of New Eng
land. Cape Malabar was douhkd, and then the vessE>l, leaving N1mtucket 
on the right, turntd into Buzzard's Bay. SeleC'ting the m<i.~t westerly 
island of tbe Elizaheth group, the colouists went úll shore, auJ thcre be-

gan the first New England settlement. 
lt was a short-lived enterprise. A tr-affic was opened with the 

natives which resulted in loaoing the Conc,•r<l with sat-safras root, so much 
esteemecl for its fragrance and healing virtues. Everything went well for • 
a season ; but whcn the ship wa.., about to depart for England, the settlers 
became alarmcd at the prospect bcfore thcm, ancl pleaocd for ¡>ermission to 
return with their friends. Gosnold aC'ccd<'<l to thcir cleroands, and the 
island was ahandoncd. Aftcr a pleasant voyage of five weck;;, and in 
1~ than four months froro the time of starting, the Concord reached 

home in safcty. 
GosnoÍd anél his companions gave glowing aCC'Ounts of the country 

which they had visitccl, ancl it was not long until another English expe
clition to Amcriro was planncd. Two vcs.~ls, thc Speedwell and the 
Di.'lCOverer, composed the flcet, with MARTI~ PRrnG for commander. A 
cargo of mcrchandi!-C suited to the tastes of the Indians wa.s put into 
the holds; and in April of 160:3, a fcw <lays after the dcath of Qneen 
Elizabcth, the -vesscls sailed for Amcrica. Thcy carne ¡:a,fcly to Penobscot 
Bay, aµd afterward spent sorne time iu exploring the h.arbors and shonw 
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of Maine. Thcn, turning to the south and coasf M h . 
reached the sassaf ras · d . mg assac usetts, Prmg 

Th h 
reg1on, aIJ loaded Jrn,; ves.,;el-, at Martha' . ,~· . r<l 

ence e returned to En I d 1 • s me) a . 
absence of six months. g an , rcac ung Bristol in Oetober, aftcr an 

Two years latcr GEORGE W • 
earl of Southampton, 'mude a vov A 1 )IOUTH, ~nder the patronage of the 
on the lcft carne t 1 • agc to Amer1ea, and pa:;..-.ing Cape Coo 
coost of M' . IIo an(• iorage among thc i:;lancls of St. Gcorge on th 

ame. e explorc<l the harbor l · ' e 
considerable distancc taking t f 1 ' ~ne 8ailed up the river for a 
beautiful S<.-cnery alo~g the ba:k:. o ; 1cro~1~l for(.-;t<J of fir and of the 
the Indians, some of whom lea l t p ta >le trade was openc<l with 
Waymouth to Englancl TI rne< o slpeak Engfo,h ancl rcturned with 

· 1e vovage 1ome • l -"' 
vessels rcaching Plymouth about ti1e middle ;are was s::u_cly made, the 
of thc voyagcs made by the En lH 

O 
J une. Tlus was tbe last 

mcnt of a colony in Amcrica. i1 i; i/rc)'lratory to the_ actual establish
beautiful country of the Chesa ~ ime iad at last amved when, in the 
effected. • pea• e, a permanent scttlcmcnt should be 

CHAPTER VII. 

ENGLISH DISOOVERIES .tf...VD SETTLEMENTS.-OONTINUED. 

THE 10th of April, 1606, Wa.<J full of f: te • . . 
ern contincnt. On that da Kin J ª m t~c deshmes of the west-

dircctecl to mcn of his kin!!'<lo! aut~ .ª~~ l. J.S.<jUCd two great patenta 
nize ali that portion of .No;tl1 \.' . or;zi~g them to J>o.--...;e;s and oolo
and forty-fifth parallels of lati:uzcri~ y,~g betwccn the thirty-fourth 
extended from thc mouth of Ca >e. F~e 

1
~mcnse tract thm, embrared 

and Wl'Stward to the Pacific (A I T R,vcr to Passamaquoddy Bay, 
association of noble- gentlci 

1 
-ea\ he first patent was grant('(} to an 

callcd the Loxoo/ Cm1P \~.:~1 a~l<_l melrchant.5 re:-iding at London, and 

to 
. . · • ·' •, ,\ 11 e t 1c ¡;('('() l · ·t . a s,m,lar body· which h 11,__ . ' ne ms rumcnt was ¡~-,ucd 

ac U1.-cn orgamzc<l at PI 1 . 
ern England, ami whil'h 00 ti ymout 1, 11\ South-we,t-

T h 
re 1e namc of the p . C 

o t e former oorporation wa.s a,,,;,..;i n . Ll )lOUTII m1PAXY. 
fourth ~nd thJ thirty-cighth dcrrrc! 1 ali_ thc rcg1on betwcen the thirty
extendmg from thc fortv-fi ·t tº 1 ~ latitude, and to thc latter thc tracl 

f 
; ~ o t 1e ,ort~·-fifth d Th 

o thrC'e dcgrccs lying between th h' J • cgrcc. e narrow belt 
Wa.<J to be equally open to the I e ~ írty-c'.ghth and forty-fi.rst parallels 

oo omcs of cither company, but no settle-

• 
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ment of one party was to be ma<le within less than one hundred milee 
of the nearest settlement of the other. The nature and extent of theBe 
~ts will be fully undcrst()()(.l from an cxamination of the accompany
wg map. Only the London Com¡>any was succe,sful under its charter 

in planting an American colony. 
The man who was chiefly instrumental in organizing the London 

Company was Bartholomew Gosnold. His lcading associates were Edward 
Wiugficld, a rich mcrchant, Robert Ilunt, a clcrgyman, and John Smith, 
a man of genius. Ot11crs who aided the entcrprise were Sir John Pop
ham, clúcf-justfoc of England, Richard IIakluyt, a historian, and Sir 
Ferdinand Gorgec:, a di.stinguished nobleman. By thc tcrms of the char
ter, the aifairs of the company were to be aclministcrcd by a Superior 
Council, residing in England, and an Inferior Council, n--siding in the 
oolony. The mcmbers of thc formcr body werc to be choscn hy the king, 
and to hold office at his plca.<:ure; the members of the lowcr council were 
also selected by the royal direction, and were subject to rcmoval by the 
eame power. AH legislative authorrty was likewise

0

vcstec1 in the mon
arch. In the first organization of the rompanics not a single principle 
of self-government was aclmittcd. The most foolish clause in the patent 
was tha~ ·,,bicli requircd the propo¡;cd colony or rolonics to hold all prop
erty in oommon for a peri0<l of five yean,. The wisest provision in the 
instrumcnt was that which allowed tlle emigrants to retain in the New 
World all the. rights and privikges of Engli.-;hmcn. 

In the month of August, 1606, the Plymouth Company sent their 
first ship to America. The voyagc, which was one of exploration, 
was but half oomplcted, when the company's ves.-,el was captured by a 
8panish man-of-war. In the autumn anothcr ship was sent out, wlúch 
remained on the American C0?5t until the following spring, and then 
returncd with glowing acrounts of the country. Enrouraged by th~ 
reports, the company, in the summcr of 1607, despatchcd a colony of a 
hundred persons. Arriving at the mouth of the Riv<;r Kennebec, the 
colonists bcgan a settkmcnt undcr favorable circumstances. Sorne forti
firo.tions were thrown up, a storehouse and sevcral cabins built, and the 
place named St. George. Then the ships returncd to England, leaving 
a promising colony of forty-fi.ve membcrs; but tl1e wintcr of 1607-8 
was vcry sevcre; sorne of the scttlcrs wcre starved and sorue frozen, the 
storchouse burned, and when summcr carne tbe rcmnant escaped to 

England. ' 
• The London Company had · bctter fortune. A fleet of three veseels 

WM fittcd out, and the command givcn to Christopher Newport. On tbe 
9th of Dooember tbe ships, having on boord a hundi.'00 and ftve oolonists, 
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among w hom werc w· fi 11 . 
beg

. . mg e t and Snuth l ,ft E 1 T 

ID with, committed the a.-;tonishin foIÍ . ( . ,1~g and. ~ewport, to 
way of t~e Canaries and the W e-t In<lf ~ } o~ takmg the old route by 
coo.-;t until the month of Apr"l I u-, aml <lid not reach the American 
be <l . 1 • t wa.s the de:;" ti . ma e ID the neighborhood f R ign iat a lan<l1Dg i;hould 
an<l carried the ships northwaºr<l _oatuokle Islam!, but a storm prcvaile<l 

. fi . m o t ie Chesa k magn1 cent hay and coa:,'tin alon th . - pea ·c. Entering the 
to the mouth of a hroad anf bro f ful e ~utLcrn shore, the v~.;els carne 
of King Jame:,. Proc~--~1- u J. nnr, whid1 was named in L 

• ,'-'t."Ulllg up tlus !,;trea bo . onor 
nohced on the northern bank a . · 1 m ª ut fifty miles, N ewnnrt 
f¡ • pemnsu a mor tt · · r-
or its ver<lure and bca.uty· . the l . e a rachve than the rest 

we t h ' s up:; wcre moore<l d h . 
n on s ore. Hcre, on thc 13th l· . f , an t e cmigr-.ints 

1607, werc laid the foundations of Jt ,l} o )Iay {Old Style), in the y·ear 
me t · An · am~town the Id E • n m ier1ca. It was within a , o cst nghsh scttle-
aftcr the <liscovcry of the contincnt b~onth of a hundred and ten ymrs 
two ?·cars aftcr the founding of St A} thc_ el<lcr Cabot, and ncarly forty
re,lllfcd to plant the first foeble ~ ugttme. . So _long a time bad bcen 
,, orld. germ O Englu,h civilization in the New 

Aftcr the unsucce&Sful att 
of the Kcnnebec, vcry little w:m~t to forro a scttlem~t at the mouth 
severa! ycars; yet the pur >O~e of ¡°ºe. by the Plymouth Company for 
Meanwhilc, a ncw ímpetus\· . p antmg colonics was not relinquished 
tbe ccasclcss activity and cxh:-s!::t to th_c affairs of North Virginia b; 
by an accident, and discouragcd as f:encrg1_cs of John Stnith. Wounded 
to be di-;couraged, by the distn:cti ~ as it was possible for such a man 
colony, _Smith lcft that settlemcnt . on{6~1d turbulcnce of thc Jamcstown 
rccoverrng bis healtl1 h .e ed m 9, and rcturned to England O 

h 
e 1orm a pa to 1 . • n 

e ants of London with a . r crs up with four wealthy m , v1ew to the fi trad er-
ment of oolonics within the limit.s ot ur- e and probable esmblish-
;:e accordingly frcighted with goods th~ Plymouth grant. Two ships 

e summer of 1614 was '-pe t han put under Sm.:th's commancl. 
profitable tr-.iffic was carried uon nwi~~ ~ e co~t of lower ~Iaine, whcrc a 
seis were well satisficd through th I e Ind1ans. The crcws of the ves
sures and profits of the teeming fu;h e . ººt days of July with the plea 
wórk. Beginning as far north ~ enes~- ut Smith himsclf found noble; 
co~ntry, and drew a map of th ~~a~ icable, h~ patiently cxplored the 
R1ver to Cape Cod I ti . e w 10 e coast-hne from the Pe k---t 

· n usmap •h" h · . ºº= 
accuracy considering the circu , " ic 1S still cxtant, and a marvel of 
country was callcd NEw E mstances undcr which it was made ti 
fi 

1 
SGLAND-a 1 . , 1e 

rru('( ' and which has ever sin . name w nch Princc Charles con-
eastern Smtes of the republic ce ;e~;med as the designation of tl1e N orth-

7 • n e month of Novembcr th h" es 1ps re-
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tumed to Plymouth, taking with them many substantial proofs of a suc
cessful voyage. 

Smith now plerulcd more strongly than ever in behalf of ooloniza-
tion. Sorne of his frien<l'l in the Plymouth Company gave him aid, and 
in 1615 a small colony of sixken pcrson'l was sent out in a single ship. 
When nearing the American coost, they encountered a terrible storm, and 
af\er being driven about for two or three weeks were obliged to retum to 
England. In spite of these reverse,, the undaunted lcader renewed the 
enterprise, nnd again raised a rompany of emigrants. Part of his crew 
became mutinous, betrayed him, and left him in roid-ocean. His own 
ship was nm down and captured by a band of French piratcs, aud him
self impri."<med in thc harbor of Rochclle. Later in the same year he 
escaped in an open boat and mnde his way back to London. ,vith as
tonishing inclu~try, he now published a dcscription of New England, 
and was more zealous than ever in inciting the company of Plymouth to 
energetic action. In the-c efforts he was much imp«led. The London 
Company wa..; jealous of i~s rival, nnd put ohstaclcs in the way of every 
enterprise. Thc wholc of the yem-s 1617-18 was spent in making and 
unmaking plano;;_ of rolonization, until finally, on the petition of sorne of 
its own lending mcmber.-, the Plymouth Company was formally super
secfod hy a new rorporation called the Cou~CIL OF Pi,nIOUTH1 consisting 
of forty of the mo,;t wealthy and influential men of the kingdom. On 
this body wcre confcrred, by the terms of the new chartcr, almost un
limited powrrs and privileg~. AH that part of Ameriea lying between 
the fortieth and the forty-<!ighth parallel,; of north latitucle, and extending 
frorn oc-can to ocean, was given to the council in fee simple. llore than a 
million of square miles werc cmbraced in the grant, nnd absolute jurisdic
tion over this itumense trart was committed to forty meo. How King 
James was cvcr imlu<'c<l to sign such a charter has rcmaincd an unsolvcd 

mystcry. 
A plan of rolonizing was now projcctcd on a grand scale. John 

Smith was appointed admiral of :New England for life. The king, not
withstan<ling thc opposition of the Hou.~ of Commons, issucd a procla
mation cnforcing the provisions of the chartcr, and everything gave 
promise of the carly i-ettl('ment of America. Such were the schemes·of 
meo to ~ aml peoplc the W cstcm Continent. Mcanwhile, a Power 
higher than the will of man was working in the &'\ftlC direction. The 
time had come whcn, without the knowlcdge or consent of James l., 
without the knowledge or consent of the Council of Plymouth, a per
manent settlcment should be madc on the bleak shores of New England. 

The PuRITA~S 1 :Kame of all names in the early history of the 

• • 
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West ! About the clOEie of the sixteenth 
senters scattcred tl1rou h the N rtl century a number of poor dis-
of Nottingham, LincoTn and Y~rk1 obegaf Englm~d? c.'Spccial~ in the counfas 
the punlOSeS of free 1· • ' . n to JOJD thcrruselves tllO'W'thcr for 

• 1 re 1g1ous worsh p )' · )) -0
~ 

subjects of tie English king· )' !P· 
1 

° •hca Y, thcy wcre patriotic 
authority of the English Ch~;. •g•;~ ~·, thcy ~,·ere rebels against the 
tended to the declaration that eve . m e~ rebel!1on, howcver, only ex
ply the truth as revealed in th ~ . an as ª. right to discover and ap
any power other thnn h' e r1ptures w1thout the interposition of 

. 18 own reason and consc. S 
very repugnant to the Church of En land ieQnce. uc~ a doctrine was 
declared such teaching to L - sub . g f · uecn Efuabeth herself 

•,e vers1ve o ti · · 1 
monarchy was founded K' J ie prmcip es on which her 

· mg ames was t 1 time to time violent persecut1'ons b k no more to erant; and &om 
. . · ro e out llD'llinst th ¡¡ bl . 

persed ChrIStlans of thc north. -o- e ee e and di&-
Des .. f . pamng o l'C.'St in their own rountrv the p ·t final 

~ed to go into exilc, and to SCC'k in anotl;:r land ur1 ans ly •ter-
ship which their own had dcnied th TI the frcedom of wor-
Holland, made one unsuccessfi 1 cm. iey turned their faces toward 
and thrown into risons A ~ attempt to gct away, were brought back 
in Lincolnshire p l . tli ga~n they gathl•red togethcr on a bleak heath 

the Humber. 'TS:;i/:hipe i:~ni:~ 16º~ cmbarked from the mouth of 

u~der the caro of thcir heroic ~c;to~:~o~: tt::mstcrdnm, where, 
wmter, and then removed to Lcyde 8 h , t~ey. passed one 
wandering. They took the nam rºp· uc was the begmnmg of their 

e O ILGRrns and no home or resting place p . t' · , grew content to have 
- • riva 10n and ·¡ Id be 

sweetened with Iiberty. cxi e cou endured whcn 

But the love of nativc land is . 
in Holland did not forget-co Id t ~a uni,·ersal pa.~ion. The Puritana 
During their ten years of resi~cn;o at orget-that the~• w~re Englishmen. 
for a return to the country which had Lcyd~n thcy d1d not cease to long 
a heartless monarch and a bi ted . cast t em out. Though ruled by 
still The unfa T I go pr1csthood, England was their country 
They. pined withlDlun1arrestancogu~ of thfe Dutch grated harshly on their ears 

, nsc1ous o th · bT · 
something which should co . e1r a J •ty and willingness t.o do 
and worth. nvmoe even King James of their patriotism 

It was in th' d' • 
Puritans hegan to ~~C: ihon of mind that aoout thc year 1617 the 
There, with honest pu e a ~moval to thc wilds of the N ew World. 
do';Dinions of the Englisr:. an Tplrudent zeal, they would extend tht 

. mg. 1ey would forget th 
peace with their country. AC<'Ordin I J h e past, and be at 
D;UID were despakhed to :E I g y, o n Carver and Robert Cush. 

ng and to ask permis.5ion fQr the church of 
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Leyden to settle in America. The agents of the London Company • • and the Council of Plymouth gave sorne encouragement to the request, 
but the king and bis ministers, cspecially Lord Bacon, set their faces 
against any project which might seem to favor heretics. The most that 
King James would do was to make an informal promise tollet the Pil
grims l\lone in Amcrica. Such has always been thc dcspicable attitude 

of bigotry toward e,·ery liberal enterprise. 
The Puritans wcre not discouraged. With or witbout pe~ion, 

protcctcd or not protcctl>d by thc.tcrms of a charter wbich might at best 
be violatcd, thcy would seek asylum and rest in the Western wildemess. 
Out of thcir own rcsourcei, and with thc hclp of a few faithful friends, 
they providoo the sronty meaos of dcparture and set their faces toward 
the sea. The Speedwcll, a small vc<;..i,el of sixty tons, was purchased at 
Amsterda.m, and thc Mayflower, a larger and more substantial ship, was 
hired l>r the voyagc. The former was to carry the emigrants from Ley
den to Southampton, wherc they wcrc to be joined by the Mayflower, with 
anothcr company from London. Assembling · at the harbor of Delft, on 
the Rivcr Mcu.sc, fiftecn miles f;()uth of Leydcn, as many of the Pilgrims 
as could be accommodated wcnt on board the Spcedwcll. The whole oon
gregation accompanied them to the sbore. Thcre Robinson gave them a 
consoling furewcll addrcs.<:; and the blessings and prayers of those who 

wcre lcft behind followed the vessel out of sight. 
Both ships came Fafcly to Southampton, and within two weeks the 

emigrants wcre rcady for the voyage. On the 6th of August, 1620, the 
vesscls lcft the harbor; but aftcr a few days' sailing the Spcedwell was 
found to be shattcrcd, old and lroky. On this account both ships an
chored in tbe port of Dartmouth, and eigbt days were spent in making 
the nceded repairs. Again the sails were set; but scarcely bad the land 
receded froro sight bcfore thc captain of the Speedwell declared bis vessel 
unfit to breast the ocean, and then, to thc great grief and discouragement 
of the emigranb,, put back to Plymouth. Here the bad ship was aban
doned ; but the Pilgriros were encouragcd and feasted by the citizens, and 
the more zealous went on board the Mayflowcr, ready and anxious for a 
final effort. On thc 6th day of September the first colony of New Eng
land, numbering one hundred and two souls, saw- thc shores of Old 

England grow dim and sink behind the sea. 
The voyage was long and perilous. For sixty-three days the ship 

was buifeted by storm.'3 and driven. It had bcen the intention of the 
Pilgrims to found their colony in the beautiful oountry of the Hudsou; 
but the tempest carried them out of their oourse, and the first land seen 
,ras the dl'SOlate Cape Cod. 0n the 9th of Noveml>er the vessel was 

• 
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anchored in thc bay; thcn a meeting was hcl<l on board an<l thE: colony 
organized un<lcr a solemn compact. In the charter which they there 
made for thcm.selves the emigmnts declare<l their loyalty to the English 
Crown, and covenanted together to live in peaee au<l harmouy, with equal 
rights to all, obedient to ju:;t laws ma<le for the commou good. Such was 
the simple lmt sublime constitution of thc old~t New England State. A 
nobler document is not to be foun<l among thc rccords of the world.* To 
this iustrumcnt all thc heads of fümilie-;, forty-one in numbcr, solemnly 
ett their names. An elcction was hekl in which ali had an cqual voice, 
and John Can·er was unanimously d1oscn governor of thc colony. 

Aftcr two days thc boat was lowcrcd, but was found to be half 
rotten and uselcss. More than a fortnight of precious time was required 
to make the nceded repairs. Standish, Bradford and a fcw other hardy 

• spirits got to shore and explorcd thc country; nothing was found but a 
heap of lndian corn under the snow. By thc 6th of Deccmbcr the boat 
was rcady for scrvice, and the governor, with fiftecn companions, went 
ashore. The weathcr was dreadful. Alternatc rains and snow-storms 
convcrtcd thc clothes of thc Pilgrims into coats-of-mail. All day they 
WJndercd about, and thcn returnc<l to the sro-shorc. In the morning 
they were attackcd by the ln<lians, but ~ped to the ship with their 
lives, chcerful and giving thanks. Then the v<~scl was steercd to the 
south and west for forty-fh·e miles around thc coa~t of what i8 now the 
county of Bamstablc. At nightfall of Saturday a storm rame on; the 
rudder was wrenchcd away, and the ¡)()()r ship drivcn, half by accident 
and half by the skill 'bf the pilot, into a safe haven on the we,t sicle 
of the bay. The next <lay, bcing the Sabbath, was spcnt in religious 
devotions, and on Monday, thc 11 th of Dt'<'embcr, Old Style, 1620, the 
PiJgrim .Fathers landed on the Rock of Plymouth. 

It was now the dt'ad of winter. There was an inre,,sant storm of 
sleet and snow, and the hou~eless immigrant..;;, already enfecbk•d by their 
suffcrings, fell a-dying of hungcr, cold and expo~ure. After a few days 
spent in explorations about the coast, a site was scle:!tcd near the firl-it 

landing, sorne trces were felled, the snow-drifts clearcd away, and on the 
9th of January thc heroic toilers hegan to build New Plymouth. Every 
man took on himself the work of making his owu house; but the rav
ages of disca.sc grew daily worse, strong arms fcll powerless, lung-fevers 
and consumptions wasted every fümily. At one time only seven men 
were able to work on thc shrds which were building for shelter from the 
storms; and if an early spring had not brought relief, the colony must 
havc peri~hed to a man. Such werc the privations and griefs of that 
t.errible winter when New England began to be • 

• See Appenwx, nute ls. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

VOY.AGES .AND SETTLEMENTS OF THE DUTOH. 

T
HE first Dut.ch settlement in America was made on Manhattan or 

N ew York 1.1,land. The colony resulted from the voyages and 
explorations of the illustrious Sra HENRY HunsoN. In the year 1607 
this great British seaman was employed by a company of London roer- • 
chants to sail into the North Atlantic and discover a route eastward or 
westward to the ludies. He made the voyage in a single ship, passed up 
the eastern coast of Greenland to a higher point of latitude than ever 
before attained, turned eastward to Spitzbergen, circumnavigated that 
island, and then was compelled by the icebergs to return to Engl~nd. In 
the next year he renewed bis efforts, hoping to find b~tween Sp1tzbergen 
and Nova Zembla an open way to the East. By th1s course he confi
d<>ntly expected to shorten the route to China by at lcast eight thousand 
miles. Again the voyage resulted in failure; his employc_rs gave up tl:e 
enterprise in dcspair, bnt his own spirits only ros~ to a lugher determ1-
nation. "\\Then the cautious merchants would furmsh no more_ m~ns, he 
quitted England and went to Amsterdam. Holla~d was at_ thIS tin:ie the 
foremost maritime nation of the world, and thé emment nav1gator d1d not 
long go begging for patronage in the busy marts of that country. The 
Dutch East India Company at once furnished him witb a sbip, a sma~l 
yacht called the Half Moon, and in Apri1 of 1609 he set out on h1s 
third voyage to reach the Indies. About the seventy-second parallel of 
latitude above ·the capes of Norway, he turned eastward, but between 
Lapland and Nova Zembla the ocean was filled with icebergs,_and ~ther 
sailing was impossible. Baffied but not discouraged, he lillmed1ately 
turned his prow toward the shores of America; somewhere between the 
Chesapeake and the North Pole he would find a passage into the Pacific 

~an. . 
In the month of July Hudson reached Newfoundland, and passmg 

to the coast of Maine, spent ~orne time in repairing his ship, which had 
been shattered in a storm. Sailing thence southward, he touched at Cape 
Cod and by the middle of August found himself as far south as the 
Ch~peake. Again he turned to the north, determined to examine the 
coast more closely, and on the 28th of the month anchored in Delaware 
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Bay. .After one day's explorations the voyage wus continued along the 
coast of New Jersey, until, on the 3d of Septembcr, the Half :Mooncame 
to a ~e anchorage in the bay of Sandy Hook. Two days later a land
ing was effected, the natives fl.ocking in great numbers to tlie sccne, and 
bringing gifts of corn, wild fruits and oysters. The time until thc 9th 
of the month was spent in sounding the grcat harbor; on the next day 
the vessel passcd the Narrows, and then entered the noble river which 
bears the name of Hudson. 

To explore the beautiful stream was now the pleasing task. For 
eight days the Half l\foon sailed nor~hward up the river. Such mag
nificent forests, such beautiful hills, such mountains rising in the distance 

• such fertile valleys, planted here and there with ripening corn, the N eth~ 
erlanders bad never seen before. On the 19th of September the ves~l 
was moored at what is now the landing of Kinderhook; but an exploring 
party, still unsatisfied, took to the boats and rowed up the rivcr beyond 
~e site of Albany. .After som·e days they returned to the ship, the moor
mgs were loosed, the vessel dropped down the stream, and on the 4th of 
October the sails were spread for Holland. On tlie homeward voyage 
Hudson, not perhaps without a touch of national pride, put into the har
bor of Dartmouth. Thereupon the government of King James, with 
characteristic illiberality, detained the Half l\foon, and claimed the crew 
as Englishmen. Ali that Hudson could do was to forward to his employ
ers of the East India Company an account of his successful voya<Te and 
of the delightful country which he had visited under the flag of H~lland. 

N ow were the English merchants ready to spend more monr.y to 
~d the north-west passage. In the summer of 1610, a ship, called the 
D1Scovery, was given to Hudson; and with a vision of tlie Indies fütting 
bcfore his imagination he left England, never to return. He had learned 
?Y this time that nowhere between Florida and Maine was there an open
mg through the continent to the Pacific. The famous pass must now be 
sought between the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the soutliern point oí 
Greenland. Steering between Cape Farewell and Labrador in the track 
~hich Frobisher had taken, the vessel carne, on the 2d d;y of August, 
mto the mouth of the strait which bears the name of its discoverer. No 
ship had ever before entered these waters. For a while the way west
ward was barred with islands; but passing between them, the bay seemed 
to open, the ocean widened to the right and left, and the route to China 
was at lasti. revealed. So believed the great captain and his crew · but 
sailing farther to the west, the inhospitable shores narrowed on the ~ore 
inhospitable sea, and Hudson found himself environed with the terrors 
of winter in the froren gulf of the North. With unfaltering courage he 
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bore up until hi~ provi~ions were almost exhau1-tcd; spring was at hand, 
aml thc day of t~pc had alrcady arriv<--<l, whc1~ thc treacher~us crcw 
broke out in mutiny. Thcy scizcd Ilud;¡on aml lus only son, mth seve; 
othcr faithfül sail01-:-~ threw them into an open shallop, and c-ast them o 
among the icebergs. The fate of thc illustriou.s marincr has nevcr bccn • 
llS('Crtaincd. · 

In the summcr of 1610 the Half Moon was liberatcd at Dartmouth, 
and rcturncd to Amstcrdam. In the same ycar scveml ships owned by 
Dutch merchants sailcd to the banks of the Hudson River and en~ 
in the fur-trade. The traffic was vcry lucrative,and in the two followrng 
ycars other v~ls madc frcqucnt and profitable voyagcs. Early in 1614 
an act was passcd by thc Statc::--General of Holland giving ~o ~ 
mcrchants of .A.msterdam thc exclusive right to tradc and estabbsh settl:" 
ments within thc limits of the country explorcd by Hudson. Under this 
commis.-.ion a flcct of five small trading-ve:;.--cls arrived in the summer of 
thc samc ycar at :Manhattan· I~lan<l. Hcre sorne rudc huts had already 
bccn built by former tradcn;, but now a fort for thc dcfence of the place 
was ercdcd, aml thc ¡;cttlcmcnt narncd X ew Amsterdam. In ~e co~ 
of the autumn Adrian Block, who commandcd one of the ships, sa1led 
through Em;t River into Long Island Sound, made explorations along the 
coast as far as the mouth of the Connecticut, thence to ~~t Bay, 
and evento Cape Cod. .A.lmost at the fiaIDC time Chrístianson, another 
Dutch commandcr, in the same fleet, sailcd up the river from Manhattan 
to Ca.c;tle Island a short distance bclow the site of .A.lbany, and erected a 
block-house which was named Fort Nassau, for a long time the northern 
outpost of fue scttlcrs on the Hudson. Meanwhile, Cornelius :May, the 
captain of a small v~--el called the Fortune, sailed from New Amsterdam 
and explorcd thc J crscy coast as far south as the Bay of Delaware. U pon 1 
these two voyages, onc north and the other soutli from Manhattan ~land 
where the actual settlement was made, Holland set up a feeble _claun to 
the country which was now narocd N EW N_ETHERLAND~, ~xtendmg from 
Cape Henlopen to Cape Cod-a claim wh1ch Grcat Britam and ~rance 
treated with derision and contempt. Such were the feeble and maus-
picious bcginnings of the Dutch colonies in New York and Jersey. 
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VIRGJNIA.-THE' FJRST CHARTER. 

• 

MANY circumst.ances impedcd the progrcss of the oldest Virginia 
CQlony. The first settlcrs at Jamcstown wcre idle improvident 

dissol 
, , 

ute. Of the one hundred and five men who carne with Newport 
in the spring of 1607, only twelve were common laborera. There were 
four carpenters in the company, and six or eight masons and blacksmith;, 
hut the lack of mechanics was compensated by a long list of forty-€ight 
gentlemen. If necessity had not soon driven thesc to the honorable 
vocations of toil, tlie colony must have perished. The few married men 
who joined the expcdition had left their families in England. The pros
pect of planting an American State on the banks of James River was 
not at all encouraging. 

From the first ilie aff'airs of the colony were badly managed. King 
, James made out instructions for the organization of the new State, and 

then, with his usual stupidity, sealed up the parchment in a box which 
was not t.o be opened until the arrival of the emigrants in America. The 
names of the governor and members of the counril were thus unknown 
?uring t!1e ~oyage; there was no legitimate authority on shipboard; 
1~ubordinabon and anarchy prevailed among the riotous company. In 
th1s state of turbulence and misrule, an absurd smipicion was blown out 
against Captain John Smith, the best and truest man in the colony. He 
was accused of making a plot to murder the council, of which he was 
lllpposed to be a memher, and to make himself monarch of Virginia. 
A11 arrest followed, and confinement until the end of the voyage. When 
~t last t~e colonists reached the site of thcir future settlement, the k.ing's 
lDStructions were unsealM and the name.s of the seven members oí the .. 
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