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Land of Flowers, and scnt him thither agnin to establish a rolony. The 
agcd vetcran <li<l not, howcvcr, rcach his provinec until the ycar 1521, 
:md tlten it wn:i only to fin,l thc lmlians in a statc of bitter lu~tilitv. . . 
&ircely had he lande<l when thcy foil upon him in a furious battle; 
many of the Spaniar<l!ó! were killed outright, and the rest had to bctake 
thcmsekcs to the ships for safcty. Ponre de Leon himself rc<:cived a 
mort.al wouud from au arrow, and wns rarricd back to Cuba to die. 

• • 

CHAPTER IV. 

BPANISH DISOOVERIES IN AMERJOA..-OONTINUED. 

THE year 1517 was marked by the disc-overy of Yucatan and the Bay 
of Campcachy by FERX.L'\'DEZ DE CoRDO\'.\. While exploring the 

r.orthr.rn co~t-;t of thc <'Otmlry, his company w:t5 att:acked by the nativc..,q, 
and ,he himsclf mortally wounded. During the ncxt year the ro:1St of 
)Icxiro was explore<! for a great distanc.-e by GmJ.\L\'.\, ru;sisted by Cu
tlova's pilot; and in the year 1519, F F.RXANOO CoRTEZ lan<kd with his 
fleet at Tabasco añd began his fomous conquest of Mcxico. 

.As :-;oon as the ncw:, of the inrnsion spread abroa<l, the subjects 
of the ~Icxican cmpire Wl'l'C thrown into eon:-;ü'rnatiou. Armies of 
uative warriors gathcrcd to rcsii-it the progress of the Spanianls, but 
were disper:;ed by the invader:-. .\.flcr frecing the coa.-;t of his oppo
nent;;, Corte¡; proceedcd wcstward to y· era Cruz, a scaport one lrnn
dred and cighty miles south-cast of the )lcxican capital. Hcre he 
wus met by ambassHlors from the celcbrated )lontezuma, empcror 
of the country. From him thcy deti\,ered mcssages an<l exhibitcd 
grcat ::mxiety lcst Cortez should march into the interior. He as
sured them that such was imleccl hb purpose; thut his bm;iness in 
the country was urgent; an<l that he must confer with l\lontczuma 

in person. 
The ambas:-adors tried in vain to dissuade the terrible Spaniard. 

They madc him costly prc:-e11ts, and then hastcncd back to thcir 
alarmed Sl)\'Crcign. Montezuma immediatcly clcspatchc<l them a sec
on<l time with prcsents still more valuable, aml with urgent appeals 
to Cortez to procccd no farthcr. But thc c11pi1lity of the Spaniards 
was now infl:uncd to thc highc::;t pitch, and burning thcir :-hips bchind 
thcm, they bcgan thcir march toward::; thc capital. Thc )lcxicun em• 
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peror by his messcnger,._ forhade th . 
pres.~cd on. The nations tr'b t c1r a11proach to his city. Rtill thr,· 
• • . I u arv to )Iontr· 1 • 
1cgrnncc, mack pcarc with ti • • 1.111na t ircw off tht'ir al-' 
n d TI . te ronqucror, an1l ev , . . l . 
r . . le 1rrc:-;ol11te aml vacillatin r I r (.Jl JOlllec lw, i;tancl-!º do. Thr Span- g nc tan monarch kucw uot wlutt 

Jurds carne in sight 
of . the city-a glit
termg and , splen
díd visíon of spires 
and temples; a 11 el 
the poor Montern
ma carne forth to 
rcceh·e his remo~e
lcss cnemie.~. On 
the morning of the 
8th of N ovem ber 
1519, the Spanish 
army n1arched ovcr 
the causeway Iead
ing into the l\Iexi
can capital n11d was 
quartered in the 
great eentml square 
near the temple of 
the Aztec god of 
war. f'ER.'i A X DO CORTEZ. 

• 

~~ 

~ 
i~~ 

. It was n1, ;,· winter time F 
m the city. He wm; permit;ecl t:r a month Cortez rcm11inecl quictly 
ancl was even allowcd to - . 1 go about frcely with his soldier:. 
h cxamme t lC f-acred alt 1 1 . ' 

mnan sacrifices wcre da"} • ffi el , ars an< r.i mues whcre 
made himself famifür wi~I; .~ c~c fi up to the deities of ~Iexico. IIe 
ican mode of warfa;e O 'le e ~nces of the capital and the Mcx-
of . . . n evc1·v 1-ule he founcl . h . . 

prov1s1ons, treasures of 11 • 1 . ll'~X aushble stores 
h' r . go < anc f.1lve~ and ·1 t 

is so ic1tude, arSenals filled with b . ,, ' "_1a greatly exeited 
surrounded with SJlle11do ] l º" s 11ncl J'.Weltns. But althouirh 

t 
r aJH a nmcl:rnc , J • . . . h 

ex remely criticnl. T-he millio11s )f . e, us own s1tuahon became 
~·e.re bccoming familiar with hi '. ~ . . nahvcs who swarme<l around him 
immortal. There wore mutt . ::i Iu:->ps and no longcr bclieved thcm 
overwhelm him in an h er1I11gs 1º~ an outbrcak which threatenccl to 

<l our. 11 t 11s emerge th S 
a opted the bold and uns 1 . ncy e panish general 
and holding him as a h "_ctrupu ous expc~1e11t of scizing Montezuma. 

f; ' os age. .\. plausible t f; 
was ound :n the fact that ti ~I -· . pre ext or this outmge 

le n ex1can governor of tl1e . prov111ce 

• 



• 

1·1·1sr0Rf' OF THE USÍTED STA1'ES. 
60 · , 

... l l attacked thc Spa11ish garri~n at that place, 
adjarent to\ era Cruz ~:u . lf ha<l acte<l with hustility and treacherJ 
Ull(l that ~lontczuma lun~sc •l11'n(J' on the citv. As won 

S · •1 • •lulc thcv wcrc marc o • 
towartls thc paniaru:, " • ll 11 · to al'knowle1lge • l · Cortez compe C< um · 
¡¡.s the cm1x•ror was m u:s powcfr,S . . .1 t agrce to thc ¡>ayment of 

l f t1 kinrr O pum a11u o . 
him:::clf a va:;:;a O '<: ;> • 1 h drcd thou~ml dollars, w1th 
a sum amonnting to s1x nulhon t ircc un 

a11 annual tribute afterwards. tl R i ·h governor of Cuba, 
lit tite mean time, Y clasquez, ie •-P

1
ª~/ t' , to Mcxico to 

f e rtez had de.--patc \Cu a orce ~ 
jealous of the fame o u ., l l . . tl1e command. Thc ex-

. " l to "UI>Cr--e< c lllll m arrcst h1:s progre:,.-; am ~ ~ -v 'AEZ tl1c ¡;;ame who wa~ 
. . l d b' p \.',[PIIILO DE l,AR'i ,, 

pcd1hon wa:-i e ) " · · . 1 11., r ce. consi,..tcd of more titan 
f l<'lur1t 'l i:; wr "' · 

afterwards govcrnor o '.l 11 1·, . >l'111cd "oldier~ be:-:idcs a 11 d am we < ,,.,e,¡ • ' 
twclvc humlrcd wc arme · 1 , B. t thc vigilant Cortez had 

l I 1. •ant · and guH e:-1. u 
thommn< nt tan sen ,., . rr·o111 Ver·i Cruz of the 

• , f¡ 1 bv me,-.,cngcrs 1, ' 
mcanwhile lwen lll ornirc . • 

1 
• l a<l ¡.;et 011 foot against him, 

1 • ¡ ¡ · mies at 1ome 1, ,. 
movemcnt w He l rn; e11r . l ly· at the 1>rice of hi:s own 

1 . d to sell h1:s commanc on l 
and he < c•tcrmme .. r 11 . He thcrcfore in:-:tructed A -
. 1 1 1· . . of all lH:s 10 º" ers. . . h 

hfc afü t 1e "C'~ . ffi . to rcmain in the capital wit 
l f 11., cubordmate o ccn,, · l varac o one o 1 . .., º . l ,th the renuufü er, ' f 1 lr •d and fortv mcn; anc \\ i 

a small force o a rnnc e d 1 1· 1 ·elf hastily· withdrew from . l tl two hun rec lC nms 
numbermg C.<;..'5 ian • j' '.1 1 to cncountcr De Xarvacz 

• .1 l l by a 1oreeu mure 1 . 
the c1ty anu procccc et . f 1 26tl of ~hv 1520 wlule the 

, t On the mght o tic l • '.' ' 011 the sea-coa:s • • . 1 .¡ 
1
, 11 thcir camp ncar V era 

. f ¡ l· tt wcre qmet v a¡.; cep 
solchers o t 1e ª cr :ti tl fiurv of dcs¡>air, and bcfore e b 't ui)On thcm w, 1 w . 
Cruz, ortez urs d . t· nd the terrible onset, compcllcd the 
thcy could rally or well un Tc1l:s a 11· thc gencral':s :skill to the 

der 1cn ate ing 
whole force to surren · d d ! . d cin(J' the conquercd army to 

• , . " he suecee e m m u 1:> • 
warr1or s -pro,,c:-;~, d .· l l." fiorccs thus augmcntcd to suc 

· l · t clard · an \\ it 1 ll~ h 
jom ll:S own i; an , 11 a seconó time his marc to-
times their original number:s l1e bcga 

wards the_ capital. 011 this expedition, the :\[exicans of 
Wh,le Cortez was abscnt .... • of the countrv wa:i :-:takcd 

• · and thc po:-:;e.•,,,ic 11 • 
the capital rose m arms, d :th. fiearing a rcvolt or from a 

. f . \.lvara o e, er . 1 
on thc ii,;:me o "ar. ~ 1 d' tt ked the Mexicans while t iey . . f t . . crucltv ia a ac f h 
spmt o a roc,ou:s • '. j' .t· l and shio five hundrcd o t e 

b · e of the1r 1ci- 1va s, ' 
were cele rah!1g on 1 . f enzy of asto11 ishmcnt ancl rage 
1eaders ancl_ 1>riest:s. Th~. ~ºl~i e T: t: t~1e palace wherc Ah-arado and 
flew to their arms _and a~l s e~ aniards were already hard presscd 
his mcn were fort,ficd. f \~is ~cw armv reached thc city. He en
when Cortez at the h~ad O 

1 
~ . 1 Al,:araclo's commancl; but the 

. 1 t ·ihon anc JOlllC< 
tered w1t 1011 op1)0s. , t\1 >roucrhly arou:,c,l, und not ali 
vassions of the Mex1cans werr "'lW < e 
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the diplom:wy of the Spani:::h general coulcl again bring thern in/o 
subjrction. In a fow clay:s the confli<'t bcgan in carucst. The ~trcéts 
wcrc dclugccl with thc blood of t<.'ns of thou:-ands; ancl not a fcw of 
the 8paniards fi.,Jl bcforc the vengeauce of thc nutivc warriori-:. For 
months there was almost inecR-.:mt fighting in and around the eity; and 
it bC'rame evidcnt that the Spaniards 'must ultimatcly be overwhclmed 
and destroycd. 

To save himself from · his peri}, Cortcz adopted a seco11tl F-hame. 
lcss exprdient, more wicked than the first. Montczuma was eompcllccl 
to go upon the top of thc palace in front of the grcat square wherc the 
bcsie~cr:s wcre gathcred and to counscl thcm to makc pcace with the 
Spaniards. For a momcnt tl1cre was universal silcncc, then a murrnur 
of vcxation ancl mge, and thcn Montezuma was struck down by the 
javclins of his own subject'l. In a few day:s he diecl of wrctchcdne:;s 
and dcspair, and for a whilc the warriors, overwhclmcd with remori-:c, 
abanclonccl the conflict. But with the rcnewal of the strifc Cortez was 
obligcd to lcave thc city. Finally a grcat battlc was fought, and the 
Spanish arms and valor triumphcd. In the crisis of the strugglc the 
sacrcd l\Icxican banner W:IB struck down and eapturcd. Dismay scizcd 
the hosts of puny warriors, a11d thcy flecl in all dircctioos. In De,, 
eembcr of 1520, Cortez again marchccl on thc capital. A sicge, last
ing until Augu~t or' thc following ycar, cnsucd; and then the famous 
city yicldcd. The cmpire of the Montezumas was overthrown, and 
l\Iexico became a Spanish provincc. • 

Among the many daring rnterprises which markcd the hcginning 
of the sixteenth ccntury, that of FERDISASD MAGELLAS is worthy 
of i-pccial mcntion. A Portuguesc by birth, a navig'cltor by profe.~si01;, 
this man, so notcd for extraordinary boldncss and ability, cletcrmined 
to discovcr a south-wcst rather than a north-wcst passage to Asia. 
With this object in view, he appcaled to the king of Portugal for 
ships and men. The monarch listcncd coldly, and <lid nothing to 
give encouragemcnt. Inccnsed at this trcatmcnt, Magellan thrcw off 
his allcgiance, went to Spain-the usual resort of disappointcd sca
men--and laid his plans before Charles V. The empcror caught 
eagcrly at the opportunity, and ordered a flect of fivc ships to be im
mcdiatcly fittcd at the public expense and propcrly mannecl with 
crew:s. 

The voyage was begun from Scvillc in August of 1519. Sailing 
southward across thc equinoctial line, Magellan soon reachecl thc coast 
of South America, and spent the autumn in explorations, hoping to find 
somc strait that should lead him wc:itward into that occan which Balboa 
had discovered i:;ix years previously. Not at fir:it succcssful in this effort, 
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· . summer on that side of the aiua·.or---
he paseed the wint.er-wh1c~= Renewing his voyage southward, h~ 
IOlllewhere on the coost of • f that strait which still bears the name 
came at last to the eastem ~outh \ 1i it found himself in the _open and 
of its disooverer, and passmg thro g boo tifi 1 and the peaceful deep was 
boundless ocean. The weather was u u , 

called the Pacific. rth f est :Magellan now held steadily ' 
Setting his prows to the no o w tr.' 'n much meanwhile from 

OD his oourse for nearly four mo~~' su Ier1 ifarch of 1520 he carne to 
d ·ty of prov1s1ons. · n . be . 

ivant of water 
80 

scarci ·t ted about m1dway t\\een . 
the group of islan<l8 called_ ~he ~llron~~1::: he reached the Philippine 

. d J &ulmg st1 W=••la ' h fl t ·as 
Australia an apan. . . oottle with thc natives. But t e ee " 
group where he was killed. m ª '" f: Cl . and the rest of the route ' h dred miles rom una, 
now less than four un . h d the vovage continued by way 
was easy. A ne,v captaín was e ~' an taken ¿n board for the market 
of the :Molucoos, where a cargo ?f t:t:as deemed in a fit condition to 
of W estero Europe. Only a smg b t I' this vessel the crews embarked, 
venture on tbe homeward voyage; 

0
; ~ Hope arrived in Spain on the 

and retuming by way of tbe ºª1i'.1 . mnavigation of tbe globe, long 
17th day of Septembe~, ,1_522. ad :o:~me a thi:tg of reality. The 
believed in as a poss1bihty, h f Mandeville and of Columbus had 
tbeory of the old astronomers, .º 
been proved by actual demonstratío~ertaken to the shorei of America was 

The next important voyage un A YLLON who had been a judge 
in the year 1520. LucAS V ~UEZ DE • hes ~~ducted the expedition. 

. d had acquired great ne ' . h 1 
in SL Dommgo an t st k their plantations w1t 8 aves, 
He and six other wcalth~ roen, ~r t:,.es~rom the neighboring Bahamas. 
determined to do so by k1clnappmg na d De Ayllon commancfod 
Two vessels were fitted out for the pu':P°6°tl a~ dcstination, they encono-
. When the vesscls '':ere nearmg ICI h dred and fifty m person. h rthward about a un 
tered a storm which drove t. cm no coast of South Carolina. The ships 
leegues, and brought them agamst the l in the moutb of the Cambahee 
entered SL Helena Souml ªnd ancl'.ore< tb untry and the river was 
River. The name of Chicora was g1v_en; e:: es as, soon as their fcars 
auled the Jordan. The timid but frien tyh natrav n~rs and to treat tbem 

hnr.n t ake presents to e s "- th had subsided, "'6"n o ro ked board the ships. and when e 
with great cordiality. They floe . o~ 1 · his opport'unity, weighed 
decks were crowded, De Ayllonda, waaftec img rcl an avengt'ng storm sent 

sailed A fcw ys rwa . i-. 11 anchor and away. f h d death carne mem1u y to 
one of the ships to the bottom o t e :iJ~:i under the hatches of the 
most of the poor wretclu~ who were u 
other. 

VOY.A.GE .A.ND DISCOVERY. ü8 

Going at once to Spain, De Ayllon repeated the story of bis explmt 
to C1iarles V., who rewarded him with thc governorship of Chioora and 
the privilege of conquest. Returning to bis province in 1525, he found 
the natives intensely hostile. His best ship ran aground in tbe moutb 
of the Jordan, and the outraged Inclians fell upon him with fury, killing 
111any of the treacherous crew, and making the rest glad enough to ge& 
away with their lives. De Ayllon himself returned to St. Domingo 
humiliated and ruined. Thus ended the first disgraceful eff'ort to enslave 
the Indians. 

In the year 1526, Charles V. appointed the unprincipled PAHPHILO 

DE N ARV AEZ governor of Florida, and to the appointment was added 
the usual privilege of conquest. 'fhe territory thus placed at his disposal 
extended from Cape Sabie fully three-fi.fths of the way around the Gulf 
of Mexioo and was limited on the south-west by the mouth of the River 
of Palms. , With this extensive COllllIÚssion De Narvaez arrived at Tampa 
Bay in the month of April, 1528. His force consisted of two hundmd 
and sixty soldiers and forty horsemen. The nativ~ treated them with 
suspicion, and, anxious to be rid of the intruders, began to hold up their 
gold trinkets and to point to the north. The hint was eagerly caught at 
by the avaricious Spaniards, whtJJe imaginations were set on fi.re with the 
light of the precious metal. ·They struck boldly into the foreste, expect
ing to find citics ancl empires, and found instead swamps ancl sav~ 
They reached the Withlacoochie and cl'OSSC(} it by swimming, they pessed 
over the Suwanee in a canoe which they,made for the O<X'asion, and finally 
carne to Apalachee, a squaJid villagc of forty cabins. This, then, was the 
mighty city to whieh their guides had directed them. 

Oppressed with fatigue and goaded by hunger, they plunged again 
ioto the woods, wading through lagoons and a..~iled by lurking savages, 
until at last they reached the sea at the liarbor of St. Mark's. Here they 
expected to find their ships, but not a ship was there, or had been. With 
grmt labor they construeted sorne brigantines, and put to sea in the ,-ain 
hope of reaching the Spanish settlements in Mexioo. They were tossed 
by storms, driven out of 'sight of land and then thrown upon the shore 
again, drowned, slain by the savagcs, left in the solitary woods dead of 
etarvation and despair, until finally four miserable meo of ali the adven
turous company, uncler the leadership of the heroic De V aai, first Jieo
tenant of the expeclition, were :rcsrued at the village of San Migml, on 
the Pacific coast, and conducted to the city of Mexioo. The story C2ll 

hardly be paralleled in the annals of suffering and peril. 
But the Spaniards were not yet satisfied. In the year 1637 a new 

expedition was planned which surpassed all the others in tbe bril-

• 
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lianry of its bcginning and the disasters of its end. The most cavaliet 
of tl1e cavalicrs was FERDINAND DE Soro, of Xeres. Besides tl1c dis
tinction of a noble birth, he had been the lieutenant and bosom fricnd of 
Pizarro, and had now rcturned from Peru loadcd with wcalth. So greai 
was his popularity in Spain that he had only to demand what he would 
lmve of the emperor that his request might be granted. At his own dio
fatiou he was accordingly appointcd governor of Cuba and FloriJa, with 
the privilcge of exploring and conqucring the latter country at his pleasure. 
A grcat oompany of young Spaniards, nearly all of them wealthy and 
bigh-born, flockcd to his standard. Of these he selected six hundred of 
the most gallant ancl daring. They were clad in costly suits of armor 
of the knightly pattern, with airy scarfs and silken embroidery and all 
the trappings of chivalry. Elaborate preparations were made for the 
grand conquest; arms nnd storcs were providcd; shnckles we.-:i wrought 
for the slaves; tools for the forge an<l workshop were abundantly sup
plied; bloodhounds werc bought and traincd for tl1e work of hunting 
fugitives; eards to keep the young knights excitcd with gruning; twelve 
pricsts to oonduct religious ceremonies; nnd, last of ali, a drove of swine 
fo fnttcn on the maize and mast of the oountry. 

When, after ayear of impatience and delay, everything was at lasl 
in readiness, thc gay Castilinn squadron, ten vessels in ali, left the harbor 
of San Lucar to conquer imaginary empires in the New World. The fleet 
touched at Ilavana, and the entlmsiasm was lrindlcd even to a higher 
pitch than it hacl renched in Spain. De Soto left bis wife to govern Cuba 
cluring his absence; and after a prosperous ancl ~xultiug voyage of two 
weeks, the ships cast anchor in Tnmpa Bay. This was in the early part 
of June, 1539. When sorne ofthe Cubans who hndjoined the expedition 
first saw the silent forests nnd gloomy moras.5es that stretched before them, 
they were tcrrifiecl at the prospect, and sailecl back to the security of home; 
but De Soto and his cavaliers despised such oowardice, and began tbeir 
march into the interior. During the montbs of July, August and Sep
tember they marched to the nortlnvard, wading through swamps, swim
ming rivers and fighting the Indinos. In October they arrived at the 
country of the A palachinns, on the left bank of Flint River, where 
they determined to spend the winter. For four months tbey remained in 
this loeality, sending out exploring parties in various directions. One of 
these oompanies renched the gulf at Pensaoola, nnd made arrangements 
that supplies should he sent out from Cuba to that pince during the fol
lowing summer. 

In the early spring the Spaniards left tbeir winter quarters and oon
tinned their maroh to the north ancl east. An lndian guide told them o! 

• 
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""'powerful and populous cmpire in that direction.; a woman was emprese, 
!lbd the land wa'! full of gold. A Spanish soklicr, onc of the mcn of 
Narvaez, who had bccn kcpt a mptivc among thc ludian.'!, dcoie<l tlÍe 
truth of the extravagant stcry; but De Soto only said that he woul<l find 
gold or see povcrty with bis own ey~, and the frecbootcrs prCtiSed on 
through the swamps and woocls. It wa~ April, 1540, when they camc 
upon the Ogechee Rivcr. Here they werc delayecl. The ludian guide 
went mad; and when the priffits ha<l conjure<l the evil spirit out of him, 
he repaid thcir bcnevolence by 10::;ing the wholc compauy in the forest. 
By the 1st of :May they had reachcd South Carolina, and were within a 
two days' march of where De .A.yllon liad IOtit h~ shi.::is an<l men at the 
mouth of the J ordan. Thencc thc wanderers turnc<l we:;tward ; but that 
De Soto and his roen cr~ the mountains into North Carolina and T:m
nessee is hardly to be bclieved. They SCém rather to have pa.s.5C<l acrois 
Northern Georgia from the Chattahouche to thc uppcr tributarics of the , 
Coosa, and thence down tl1at river to thc vallcys of Lower .Alabama. 
Here, just above tlle confluence of the Alabama ami the Tombecbee, they 
carne upon the fortifie<l ludian town eallcd :Mauvillc, or Mobile, where a 
t.errible battle was fought with thc nativcs. The town was set on ~ 
and two thousand five htmdred of tl1e Indians wcre kille<l or burned to 
death. Eighteen of De Soto's roen were kille<l, and a hundred and fifty 
wounded. The S_N\Diards abo lost about eighty horses and all of theiJ: 
baggage. 

The shipe of suppiy had meanwhile arrived at Pensacola, but De 
Soto and bis men, although ir. cle,perate circumstan~, were too stubbom 
and proud to avail themselves of help or <.'ven to send news of thcir where
abont.s. They turned resolutely to the north; but the country wns poor, 
and their condition grew constantly won-e aml worse. By the middle of 
Dccember tl1ey had reachcd the country of the Chickasas, in Northern 
Mis&ssippi. They cros&Xl the Y azoo; the weatl1er wac¡ scvere ; snow 
fell ; and the Spaniards were on the point of starvation. 'Ilj2y suC<'eC<lecl, 
however, in finding sorne fields of ungathered maize, and tl12u carne upon 
a deserted Indian village whirh promised them shelter for the winter. 
A.fter remaining here till February, 1541, they were smldenly attacked in 
the dea1 of night by thc Indians, who, at a preconcerted signa!, set the 
town on fire, determined then and there to make an end of the clesolating 
foreigners; but the Spanish weapons and discipline again saved De &t0 · 
and his men from destruction. 

After gathering provisions and reclothing themselves as welJ !L!! poe
Bible, the Spaniards set out again in early spring to journey st:ill fartber 
Weatward. The guides now brought thP.lJl to tlÍe Mississippi. Thepoint 

1 
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where tbe majestic Fath~r of Waters was first seen by white roen was at 
che lowcr Chickasaw n;uff, a little north of the thirty-fourth parallel óf 
latitude; the <lay of the discovery cannot certainly be known. The In
dians carne <lown the river in a fleet of canocs, ancl offcrccl to carry the 
Spaniards over; but the horses could not be transporte<l until bargcs wcre 
built for that purpose. The cros.sing was not effected until the latter part 
of May. 

De Soto's men now found themselves in the land of the Dakot.as, 
Journeying to the north-west, they passed through a country where wild 
fruits were plentiful and suh3istence casy. The natives were inoffensive 
and superstitious. At one place thcy were going to worship the woe
begone cavaliers as the cbil<lren of the gods, but De Soto was too goo<l a 
Catholic to permit such idolatry. Thc Spaniards continued thcir march 
until they reachecl the St. Francis River, which tl1ey crossed, and gained 
the soufücrn limits of :Missouri, in tl1e vicinity of N ew Madrid. Thence 
westward the march was renewed for about two hnndrccl miles ; thence 
southward to the Hot Springs and the tributaries of the W ashita River. 
On the banks of this river, at the town of Atiamque, t11ey passed the win
ter of 1541-42. The lndians were found to be much more civilized than 
those east of the Mississippi; but their civilization did not protect them 
in the foast from the horrid cruelties wlúch the Spaniards practiced. No 
q:msideration of justice, bumaoity or merey moved the stony heart'> of 
these polite and Christian warriors. Indian towns were set on fire for 
sport¡ Indian hands were chopped off for a whitn; and lndian captives 
burned alive beca~, under fear of deafu, fuey had tolda falsehood. 

But De Soto's men were themselves growing desperate in their mis
fortunes. They turned again toward the sea, and passing clown the 
tributaries of fue W ashita to the junction of that strcam with the Red 
River carne upon the Mississippi in the neighborhoo<l of Natchez. The 
spirit 'of De Soto was at last complctely broken. The haughty cava~ier 
bowed his head and became a prey to melancholy. No more dazzl111g 
visions of Peru and Mexico flitted bcfore bis imagination. A malignant 
fever seized upon his emaciated frame, and then death. The priests 
chanted a requiero, and in the middle of the solemn night his sorrowful 
coropanions put fue dead hero's bo<ly into a rustic coffin, and rowing out 
a distance from shore sunk it in the Mississippi. Ferdinand de Soto had 
found a grave under fue rolling waters of the great river with which bis 
oame will be associated for ever. 

Before his death, De Soto had named Moseoso as his sucressor; and 
now, under tbe leadership of the new governor, the ragged, half-starved 
adventurers, in the vain hope of reaching Mexico, turned once more to tbt 
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west. They eros.sed the country to the upper waters c,f the Red River, on 
the confines of Texas. Thent'C they turnecl northward into the territory 
of the Pawnees and the Comanches,· ranging the hunting-grounds' of 
those fierce sav~<7('5 until stoppecl by the mountains, In December of 
1542, after almo.5t endless wanderings and hardships, they carne again 
t.o the Mississippi, reaching the now familiar strcrun a short distance above 
the mouth of Red River. They now formed the desperate resolution of 
building boats, and thus de.cending the river to the gulf. They erected 
a forge, broke off the fetters of the captives in order to procure iron sawed 
timber in the forest, and at last completcd seven brigantines and la~ched 
them. The time thus occupied extended from January to July of 15-!3. 
The Indians of the nerghborhood were now for the last time plundered 
in crder to furnish supplies. for the voyage; and on we 2d <lay of July 
the Spaniards went on board their boats and started for the sea. The dis
tance was alm~ five hundred miles, and seventeen days were required to 
make the descent. On reaching the Gulf of Mcxico, they steered to ths 
south-west; and keeping as close to the shore as possible, after fifty-five 
days of buffetings and perils along the dangerous coast, they came-throo 
hundred and eleven farnished and heart-broken fugitives-to the settle-, 
ment at the mouth of the River of Palms; and thus ended the most 
marvelous expedition in the early history of our country. 

The next attcmpt by the Spaniards to colonize Florida wa.s in the 
year 1565. The enterprise was entrusted to PEDRO MELEXDEZ, a Span· 
ish soldier of ferocious disposition and criminal practiees. He was undei 
sentence to paya h~vy fine at fue very time when.he receivecl his com
mission from the bigoted Philip II. The contract between that monarch 
and Melendez was to the effect that the latter should within three years 
explore the coast of Florida, conquer the country, and plant in sorne 
favorable district a colony of not less than five hundred persons, of whom 
one hundred should be married roen. Melendez was to receive two hun
dred and ~enty-five square miles of land adjacent to the settlement, and 
an annual salary of two thou.sand dollars. Twenty-five hundred persons 
?>llected around Melendez to join in the expedition. The fleet left Spain 
m July, reached Porto Rico early in August, and 011 thc 28tl¡ of the same 
month came in sight of Florida. 

It must now be understood that the real object had in view by 
Melendez was to attack and destroy a colony of French Protestants called · 
Hugu~nots, who, in the previous year, had made a settlement about thirty-
1i~e ~mles ª?°:e the mouth of fue St. John's River, This was, of cocrse, 
,nthi~ fue luruts of the territory claimed by Spain ; and :M:elendez at on~ 
perceived that to extirpate thes€ French heretics in the name of patriotism 
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and religion would be likely to restore his shattered C'haracter and bring 
bim into favor again. His former crimes were to be washed out in the 
blood of the innocents. Moreover, the Catholio party at the French 
oourt had oommunicated with the Spanish co1U't as to the whereabouts and 
intentions of the Huguenots, so that Melendez knew precii.ely where t.o 
find them and how to compass their destruction. 

It was St. Augustine's day when the dastardly Spaniard carne in 
light of the i;hore, but the landing was not effectcd until the 2d of Sep
tember. The spacious harbor and the small river which enters it from 
1he south were named in honor of the saint. On the 8th day of the 
l!allle month, Philip II. was proclaimed monarch of all North America; 
a solemn mass was said by the priests; and there, in the sight of forest, and 
sky, and sea, the foundation-stones of the old~ town in the U nited States 
were put into their plare. This was seventeen years before the founding 
of Santa F6 by A~"TO~I0 DE EsPEGo, and forty-two years before the 
eettlement at J amestown. 

As soon as the new town was sufficiently advanced to be secura 
against accident, Melendez tumed his attention to the Huguenots. The 
latter were expecting to be attacked, but had suppo,ed that the Spanisb 
fleet would sail up the St. John's, and make the onset from thatdirection. 
Aooordingly, knowing that they mru:t fight or die, all the Frenoh vessela 
except two left their covert in the river and put to sea, intending to an
ticipate the movements of the Spaniards; but a furious storm aroie and 
dashed to pieces every ship in the fleet. Most of the crews, however, 
reached the shore just above the moath of the river. Melendez now 
collected his forffll at ~t. Augustine, stole through the woods and swamps, 
and falling imexpectedly on the defenoeless colony, utterly destroyed 
it. Men, women and ohildren were alike given up to butchery. Two 
hundred were killed outright. A few escaped into the forest, Laudonniere, 
the Huguenot leader, among the number, and making their way to the 
ooaet, were picked up by the two French ships which had been saved 
from the storm. • 

The cre'Wb of the wrecked vessels were the next object of Spanish 
tengeance. Melendez discovered their whereabouts, and deoeiving them 
with treacherous promises of clemency, induoed them to surrender. They 
wer& ferried across the river in boats ; but no sooner were they oompletely 
in the power of their enemy than their hands were bound behind them, 
and they were driven off, tied two and two, toward St. Augustine. AJJ 
they approached the Spanish fort the signal was given by sounding a 
trumpet, and the work of slaughter began anew. Seven hundred defence
less victima were added to the J>XQV\OUS atrocious mas5aCI'e, Ouly a few • 
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told in another plrux!.gu re re, engc.'<l u pon their enemies will be 

The Spaniards had n ¡ red ¡ . 
of Darien to Port Roval in ::thPC~ . 1·t 1e enThlre coast from the Isthmus 
h 

. aio ma. iey were a . te<l . h 
t e country west of the l\fº . . . . . fu cquam w1t Mº . 1s.-;1SS1pp1 as r north as N<'w Mexico d 

1SSOur1, and east of that river they had traven;ed the G lf S . an 
as the mountain ranges f T T u tates as far 
tablbhment of tl . fi o enne;.see and North Carolina. With the es-

riod of . , 1e1r rst pern~ent colon y on the coost of Florida the 
pe Spamsh voyage and du,rovery mav be said to d 

.Before l . th' • " en . 
voyage' mad cb ~1hng p lS chap¡er, a brief account of the only important 

e Y t e ortuguese to A · ·11 be • · of the first disco , , merica wi gi\'en: At the time 
of Portu I H ~ery_ by Colu_mbm;, the unambitious Jolm II. wa..:; king 
. th ga · · . e prud but little attention to the New World f¡, 

nng e secur1ty and dullu~ of bis . . ' pre er
ments of tlle Atlantic I 1495 h . own capital to the splendid allure-

• ~ • 11 e wa..:; succee<led on the throne b h · 
::; fc fa1;1uelÍ .ª man of very different chameter. This monarch :ul: 

' o} ;r~ve t18 predecessor for having allowe<l Spain to imatch ~m the 
~e of tlo ubega thfie gloh~y of Columbus's achievement:-;. In m-der to secure 

ie ne ts w 1ch vet re · ed K · seis and · th r" mam ' mg Manuel fütcd out two ves-
' m e summer o 1501 · · cd 

sail on avo. •, comm1S.•;1on GASPAR ConTEREAL to 

th h 
J age of dL',(X)very. The Portuguese vcssels reached A . . 

e mont of Ju]y and beg' . . - mer1ca m 
sailed northward ~~ploring t:ic:tt sorne rmt on the shores of ifaine, 
below the fiftieth' parallel of latitude ~:~ear r se\'en,hu_ndrcd miles. Ju~ 
go no farther. Little attention was i erea ~et the icebergs, and could 
pine and hemlock which stood tall pad ~.l by hl1m to the great forests of 
shi ards 

an s1 ent a ong the sho • • 
P-Y and cities in afte f H . . re, promismg 

napping fifty Indians whom r lllll ~- e sahsfied bis rapacity by kid-
' , on us return to Portu J h Id 

A new voyage was then undertak 'th th ga, e so as slaves. 
another cargo of natives fcor th en], w1 e avowed purpose of capturing 

e s ave-mart of Euro . b t h 
went by, and no tidings arrived from h fl pe' u w en ayear 
captain sailed . h . t e eet, the brother of the Portuguese 
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. in ope of findmg the Illll:iSing v.,.....,,,.ls · He I · I ~ 

ut m what has = · a so was ost,, 
reals and th:ª:~;e-shi ne': been ~rtained. The fate of the Corte
of t.he sea. ps remamed one of the unsolved mysteriea 
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