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lose their entire possessions. Tn soberer moments, the Red men,
never inelined to conversation, would sit in silence, communing each
with his own thoughts or lost in a dream under the fascination of
his pipe. - The use of tobaceo was universal and excessive; and after
the introduction of intoxicating liquors by the Europeans the Indi-
ans fell into terrible drunkenness, only Jimited in its extent by the
amount of spirits which they could procure. It is doubtful whether

¢ race has been so awfully degraded by drink.

any othe
Red man—who was rather than .

Such is a brief sketch of the
The only hope of the perpetuity of his race seems now to ceuter n
the Choctaws, Cherokees, (Crecks and Chickasaws of the Indian Ter-
ritory. These nations, numbering in the aggregate about forty-eight
thousand souls, have attained a conziderable degree of civilization ;
and with just and liberal dealing on the part of the Government the
outlook for the future is not discouragings Most of the other Indian

tribes seem to be rapidly approaching extinction. Right or wrong,
such is the logic of events. Whether the Red man has been justly
deprived of the ownership of the New World will remain a subject

of debate; that he has been deprived, can be none. The Saxon has

come. His conquering foot has trodden the vast domain from shore to
om his presence and sword.

shore. The weaker race has withered fr
By the majestic rivers and in the depths of the solitary woods the
feeble sons of the Bow and Arrow will be seen no more. Only their
pames remain on hill and stream and mountain. The Red man sinks
and fails. His eyes are to the West. To the prairies and forests, the
hunting-grounds of his ancestors, he says arewell, He is gone! The
cypress and the hemlock sing his requiem.
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CHAPTER II.
THE ICELANDERS AND NORWEGIANS IN AMERICA

H;E 1\;‘restern co‘ntinent was first seen by white men in A. D. 986
e t(;rsg}r:;:l]i?:ior .by the name of HERJULFSON, sailing from'
Newfoundland or Lsg %“‘:118 Cau%ht in a storm and driven westward to
seen, but no Iandinﬁ1 g or. Two or three times the shores were
horading i ‘g e nmd.e or attempted. The coast was low
Greenl;;gﬁ :: tior%t]f, a:d so different from the well-known ecliffs of"
nland as fo make 1 certain that another shore hithert k
was in sight. On reaching Gr < 1p e g
told “"I(i‘lderful stories of t-éile neei:1?;iis}£ceazjl:lli§0’ﬁl:n\:}eftls g e

N - ” 8t.

by LIE;’“E:I’EKJ;ZEES larI"cleri the actunal dlS(-)O\-‘CI‘,Y of Ameriea was made
the truth about the. cou ]‘tb Dot;eq Icelanc.hc captain, resolving to know
ward- from G[;ee'li-':né ‘h ?‘Whmh He‘r']ulfson had seen, sailed west-
Sl ;e li-ed ,ba,m in 'E'ne spring of the year 1001 reached
companions, am{ made ey\;ai = ekt wewants, he MAgEG M
B . : I‘ 01‘1’?10115 for a considerable distance along
b e tht“JS milder and more attractive than his own,
o S j:ls e 1t(). return. Southward he went as far as
more than a :'(\ar Rhm}: ‘}“"g SPGBt e
Biae. i harddy 2 a(ivent O‘(L‘ :]{md was also visited ; and it is alleged
=S o) l;llifarb 1ound their way into New York harbor.
Sa1 B o il ;;“ﬂj e““f-’-, “theit.her by accide_nt or design, may
covery, other 00;1 anies of N yeats thal tulluwed Last Bmelitu At
THORWALD Lief ’E b]rf)bt}o : OI‘S?men came to the shores of America.
setts in IOOé and is said jnzpi ma-( e'f,m ‘«:Oya\g e _Ma.i{]e and Massachu-
s ave died at Fall River in the latter state,
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1 rived with a band of
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) 1)
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; The men who thus first visited the shores of the New -
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e H ol C 5 . ¥ e strate eve
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clime. The better parts of France and Eng ; Ay <A
ini - archs of the latter country afte
minion. All the monarchs o . ' —
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the. Norsemen. They were rovers of the seq ;

rates; warriors audacious and headstrong, wearing hoods surmounted
wiled armor, and for robes the
Woe to the people on whose defenceless coasts
the sea-kings landed with sword and torch! Their wayward life and
ferocious disposition are well portrayed in one of their own old Lal-
lads: :
He scoms to rest ’neath the smoky rafter,
He plows with his boat the roaring deep;
The billows boil and the storm howls after—
But the tempest is only a thing of langhter,—
The sea-king loves it better ths

freebooters and pi-

with eagles’ wings and walruses’ tusks, n
skins of polar bears,

i sleep !

During the twelfth, thirteenth, and fi
sional voyages continued to be made; and it is said that as late as
A. D. 1347 a Norwegian ship visited Labrador
parts of the United States,
found at Newport, at Garnet
Point, and several other
places seem to point clearly
to some such events as are
here described; and the Ice-
landic historians give a uni-

urteenth eenturies oeca-

and the north-eastern
The Norse remains which have Dbeey

form and tolerably consistent
account of these early ex-
ploits of their countrymen.
When the word America is
mentioned in the hearing of
the Icelandic schoolboys, they
will at once answer, with en-
thusiasm, “Oh, yes; Lief Er-
ickson discovered that country
in the year 1001.”
An event is to be
weighed by its consequences,
From the discovery of Amer-
ica by the Norsmnvn,,nuthing‘ P RS
y A NORSE SEA-KING OF THE ELEVENTH CENTL RY.
whatever resulted. The

world was neither wiser nor better. A mong the Icelanders themselves
the place and the very name of Vinland were forgotten. Europe
never heard of such a country or such a discovery, Historians have
until late years been incredulous on the subject, and the fact is as

though it had never been. The curtain which had been lifted for g
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moment was stretched again from sky to sea, and the New World

still lay hidden in the shadows. *

CHAPTER IIL
SPANISH DISCOVERIES IN AMERICA.

was reserved for the people of a sunnier clime than Iceland first to
make known to the European nations the existence of a Western con-
appy country under whose auspicious patronage
old; but the man who was destined
he was to come from

tinent. Spain was the b
a new world was to be added to the

to make the revelation was not himself a Sp:mi;u'd:
the land of olden valor and the home of so much greatness.

genial Ttaly,
of that man whom after ages

CrrisropHER CoLuMBUS was the name
have justly rewarded with imperishable fame.

The idea that the world is round was not original with Columbus.
Others before him had held a similar belief; but the opinion had been so
feebly and uncertainly entertained as to lead to no practical results.
Copernicus, the Prussian astronomer, had not yet taught, nor had Galileo,

eat Ttalian, yet demonstrated, the true system of the universe. The
: Sir John Mandeville, had declared in the very first
English book that ever was written (A. D. 1356) that the world is a
gphere ; that he himself, when traveling northward, had seen the polar
d that on going southward the antaretic con-
as both possible and practicable
place of starting :

the gr
English traveler,

gtar approach the zenith, an
stellations had risen overhead and that it w
for a man to sail around the world and return to the
but neither Sir John himself nor any other seaman of his times was bold
enough to Gndertake so hazardous an enterprise.f Columbus was,
no doubt, the first practical believer in the theory of circumnaviga-
tion ; and although he never sailed around the world himself, he

demonstrated the possibility of doing so.

# As to the reality of the Ngrse discoveries in America, the following from Hum-
boldt’s Cosmos, Vol. IL, pp. 969-272, may be cited as conclusive: * We are here on
seworthy efforts of Professor Rafn

historical ground. By the critical and highly prai

and the Royal Society of Antiquaries in Copenhagen, the Sagas and documents in
regard to the expeditions of the Norsemen to Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and
Vinland have been published and satisfactorily commented upon. ¢« o # 2 Thedis-
covery of the northern part of America by the Norsemen can not be disputed. The length
of the voyage, the direction in which they sailed, the time of the sun’s rising and
getting, are accurately given. While the Caliphate of Bagdad was still flourish-
s & % * America was discovered about the year A.D.1000, by Lief, the son

ing,
atitude of forty-one and a-half degrees north.”

of Eric the Red, at the ]
1 8Bee Appendix A.
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himself to the sea. His
ancestors had been sea-
men before him, His
own inclination as well
as his early training
made him a sailor.
For twenty years he
traversed the Mediter-
ranean and the parts
of the Atlantic adjacent
to Europe; he visited
Iceland ; then went to
Portugal, and finally
to Spain. The idea
of reaching the Indies
by crossing the Atlan-
tic had already pos-
h . s}f;ﬁed him. For more
< = : : ? than ten years
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, (’nth!]ni{lﬁ.t “"wti::‘ E::;f
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’ ey E - ten tl s fal
mslght, and decision of a woman the ﬁnaliu- ” ]fat By the faith, and
attributed. success of Columbus must be
On the morni
i rning of the 3d day
his three shi daywof August, 1492, Col :
sailing, i?] S:;IPS’ left the harbor of Palos, ;\fa;r ﬂ;e\'éntv—(llllmblis’ o
to be o’n the 10 iilr]}' dawn of October 12, Rodrigo Triana, wllue) (;;‘1:31 .
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signal.  The ships lay to. There was music a:ndjubilg;n
i
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and just at sunrise Columbus himself first stepped ashore, shook out the
royal banner of Castile in the presence of the wondering natives, and
named the island San Salvador. During the three remaining months
of this first voyage the islands of Coneepcion, Cuba and Hayti were
added to the list of discoveries; and on the bay of Caracola, in the last-
named island, was erected out of the timbers of the Santa Maria a fort,
the first structure built by Europeans in the New World. In the early
sart of January, 1493, Columbus sailed for Spain, where he arrived
in March, and was everywhere greeted with rejoicings and applause.
In September of the following autumn Columbus sailed on his
second voyage. He still believed that by this route westward he should
reach, if indeed he had not already reached, the Indies. The result of the
second voyage was the discovery of the Windward group and the islands
of Jamaica and Porto Rico. It was at this time that the first colony was
established in Hayti and Columbus’s brother appointed governor. After
an absence of nearly three years, Columbus returned to Spain in the sum-
mer of 1496—returned to find himself the victim of a thousand bitter
jealousies and suspicions. All the rest of his life was clonded with perse-
cutions and misfortunes. He made a third vofage, discovered the island
of Trinidad and the mainland of South America, near the mouth of the
Orinoco. Thence he sailed back to Hayti, where he found his colony
disorganized ; and here, while attempting to restore order, he was seized
by Bobadilla,an agent of the Spanish government, put in chains and car-
ried to Spain. After a disgraceful imprisonment, he was liberated and
sent on a fourth and last voyage in search of the Indies; but besides
making some explorations along the south side of the Gulf of Mexico,
the expedition accomplished nothing, and Columbus, overwhelmed with
discouragements, returred once more to his ungrateful country. The
good Tsabella was dead, and the great discoverer found himself a# last a
friendless and despised old man tottering into the grave. Death came,
and fame afterward.

Of all the wrongs done to the memory of Columbus, perhaps
the greatest was that which robbed him of the name of the new conti-
nent. This was bestowed upon one of the least worthy of the many
adventurers whom the genius and suceess of Columbus had drawn to the
West. In the year 1499, AMERIGO VESPUCCI, & Florentine navigator
of some daring but no great celaprity, reached the eastern coast of South
America. Tt does not appear that his explorations there were of any
great importance. Two years later he made a second voyage, and then
hastened home to give to Europe the first published account of the
Western World. Vespucei’s only merit consisted in his recognition of
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the fact that the recent discoveries were not a portion or that India ulrcady
known, but were in reality another continent. In his published narrative ~
all reference to Columbus was carefully omitted ; and thus throtigh Lis
own craft, assisted by the unappreciative dullness of the times, the name
of this Vespucci rather than that of the true discoverer was given to the
New World. :

The discovery of America produced great excitement thronghout
the states of Western Europe. 1In Spain especially there was wonderful
zeal and enthusiasm. Within ten years after the death of Columbus, the
principal islands of the West Indies were explored and colonized. Tn the
year 1510 the Spaniards planted on the Isthmus of Darien their first con-
tinental colony. Three years later, Vasco NuNez pg BALBoa, the
governor of the colony, learning from the natives that another ocean lay
only a short distance to the westward, crossed the isthmus and from an
eminence looked down upon the Pacific. Not satisfied with merely seeing
the great water, he waded in a short distance, and drawing his sword
after the pompous Spanish fashion, took possession of the ocean in the
name of the king of Spain,

Meanwhile, Juax Poxce pp LeoN, who had been a companion
of Columbus on his second voyage, fitted out a private expedition of dis-
covery and adventure, De Leon had grown rich as governor of Porto
Rico, and while growing rich had alss grewn old. But there was a foun-
tain of perpetual youth somewhere in the Bahamas—so said all the learn-
ing and intelligence of Spain—and in that fountain the wrinkled old
cavalier would bathe and be young again. So in the year 1512 he set
sail from Porto Rico; and stopping first at 8an Salvador and the neighbor-
ing islands, he came, on Easter Sunday, the 27th of March, in sight of an
unknown shore, He supposed that another island more beautiful than
the rest was discovered. There were waving forests, green leaves, birds
of song and the fragrance of blossoms, Partly in honor of the day, called
in the ritual of the Church Pascua Florida, and partly to deseribe the
delightful Jandscape that opened on his sight, he named the new shors
Florida—the Land of Fiowers,

After a few days a landing was effected a short distance north of
where, a half century later, were laid the foundations of St. Augustine,
The country was claimed for the king of Spain, and the search for the
youth-restoring fountain was eagerly prosecuted, The romantic adven-
turer turned southward, explored the coast for many leagues, discovered
and named the Tortugas, donbled Cape Florida, and then sailed back to
Porto Rico, not perceptibly younger than when he started.

The king of Spain rewarded Ponce with the governorship of his
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Land of Flowers, and sent him thither again to establish a colony. The
aged veteran did not, however, reach his province until the year 1521,
and tlien it was only to find the Indians in a state of bitter hostility.
Scarcely had he landed when they fell upon him in a furious battle;

aniards were killed outright, and the rest had to betake

many of the Sp
Ponce de Leon himself received a

themselves to the ships for safety.
mortal wound from an arrow, and was carried back to Cub.a to die.

CHAPTER 1V.

SPANISH DISCOVERIES IN AMERICA—CONTINUED.

HE year 1517 was marked by the discovery of Yucatan and the Bay
of Campeachy by FERNANDEZ DE CORDOVA. While exploring the
porthern coast of the country, his company was attacked by the natives,
and he himself mortally wounded. During the next year the coast of

Mexico was explored for a great distance by GRIJALVA, assisted by Cer-
dova’s pilot; and in the year 1519, FERNANDO CORTEZ landed with his
fleet at Tabasco and began his famous conquest of Mexico.

As soon as the news of the invasion spread abroad, the subjects
of the Mexican empire were thrown into consternation. Armies of
native warriors gathered to resist the progress of the Spaniards, but
were dispersed by the invaders. After freeing the coast of his oppo-
nents, Cortez proceeded westward to Vera Cruz, a seaport one hun-
dred and eighty miles south-east of the Mexican capital. Here he
was met by ambassadors from the celebrated Montezuma, emperor
of the country. From him they delivered messages and exhibited
great anxiety lest Cortez should march into the interior. He as-
sured them that such was indeed his purpose; that his business in
the country was urgent; and that he must confer with Montezuma
in person.

The ambassadors tried in vain to dissuade the terrible Spaniard.
They made him costly presents, and then hastened back to their
alarmed sovereign. Montezuma immediately despatched them a sec-
ond time with presents still more valuable, and with urgent appeals
to Cortez to proceed no farther. But the cupidity of the Spaniards
was now inflamed to the highest piteh, and burning their ships behind
them, they began their march towards the capital. The Mexican em-
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peror by hi; 3 i

gfesﬁo‘d_““.m Tﬁiqe:ic:: forl:_:;do their approach to his city. Still they
ks :‘ ’.Ih tributary to Montezuma threw off their I-—'
a;a Tl.] , 1:1(‘( peace with the conqueror, and even joined his st dl
e (T{]:(:'].utf and vacillating Indian monarch knew ;1(,t';\1-lI],(;
t pan g
lards came in sight

of the city—a glit-

tering and ’splen-

did vision of spires

and temples; and

the poor Montezu-

ma came forth to

receive his remorse-

less enemies. On

the morning of the

8th of November,

1519, the Spanish

army marched over

the causeway lead-

ing into the Mexi-

can capital and was

quartered in the

great central square

near the temple of

the Asztee god of

war
. FERNANDO CORTEZ

It was ncw winter ¢
and was eve i e¢ %o go about freely with his soldi .
el gf(\](!lfli(':]‘,ln‘:\((;c: H.hl;]':an;;-lw ]tlm sacred altars and shrines \\-'h(;:';
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were l)t‘c"()ming ﬁuni]i-lr iﬂlll |(iIT,.]H of natives who swarmed around him
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iy lmlding S ‘h 1 ]n:.»-.(t‘n:.pul].-u:s oxpr_'dmnt of seizing f\InnﬁJzuma
N6 g b v f ~. 1»: age. A Ia]z.ms[l:]o pretext for this outrage

‘e fact that the Mexican governor of the provinee




