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INTRODUCTION.

1. TaE history of every nation is divided into periods. For
a while the genius of a people will be turned to some particular pur-
guit. Men will devote themselves to certain things and labor to ac-
complish certain results. Then the spirit of the age will change, and
historical facts will assume a different character. Thus arises what is
called A Periop 1~ History. In studying the history of the United
States it is of the first impc'nrtance to understand the periods into which
it is divided.

9. First of all, there was a time when the New World was under

the dominion of the aboriginesj From ocean to ocean the copper-col-

ored children of the woods ruled with undisputed sway. \By bow and
arrow, by flint and hatchet, the Red man supported his rude civiliza-
tion and waited for the coming of the pale-faced racesd

3. After the discovery of America, the people of Europe were
hundreds of years in making themselves acquainted with the shape and
character of the New World. During that time explorers and adven-
turers went everywhere and settled nowhere. To make new discov-
eries was the universal passion; but nobody cared to plant a colony.
As long as this spirit prevailed, historical events bore a common char-
acter, being produced by common causes. Hence arose the second pe-
riod in our history—the Period of Voyage and Discovery.

4. As soon as the adventurers had satisfied themselves with trac-
ing sea-coasts, ascending rivers and scaling mountains, they began to
form permanent settlements. And each settlement was a new State in
the wilderness. Every voyager now became ambitious to plant a col-
ony. Kings and queens grew anxious to confer their names on the
towns and commonwealths of the New World. Thus arose a third pe-
riod—the Period of Colonial History.
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5. Then the colonies grew strong and multiplied. There were
thirteen little sea-shore republics. The people began to consult about
their privileges and to talk of the rights of freemen. Oppression on
the part of the mother-country was met with resistance, and tyrax.my
with defiance. There was a revolt against the king; and the patriots
of the different colonies fought side by side, and won their freedom.
Then they built them a Union, strong and great. This is the Period
of Revolution and Confederation.

8. Then the United States of America entered upon their career |
as a nation. Three times tried by war and many times vexed with
civil dissensions, the Union of our fathers still remains for us and for
posterity. Such is the Period of Nationality. .

7. Collecting these results, we find five distinctly marked peri-
ods in the history of our country :

First. THE ABORIGINAL PERIOD; from remote antiquity to the
coming of the White men.

Second. TuE PEriop oF Vovace Axp Discovery; A.D.
986-1607. :

Third. Tug CoroxiaL Perion; A.D. 1607-1775.

Fourth. Tue Periop oF REvorLuriox AND CONFEDERATION ;
A.D. 1775-1789.

Fifth. Tue Natroxan Perion; A.D. 1789-1892.

Tn this order the History of the United States will be presented
in the following pages.

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.

YART I
ABORIGINAL AMERICA.)

CHAPTER 1.
THE RED MEN—ORIGIN, DISTRIBUTION, CHARACTER,

HE primitive inhabitants of the New World were the Red men
called Ixp1aNs. The name Indian was conferred upon them from
their real or fancied resemblance to the people of India) But without
any such similarity the name would have been the same; for Colum-
bus and his followers, believing that they had only rediscovered the
Indies, would of course call the inhabitants Indians. The supposed
similarity between the two races, if limited to mere personal appearance,
had some foundation in fact; but in manners, customs, institutions,
and character, no two peoples could be more dissimilar than the Amer-
ican aborigines and the sleepy inhabitants of China and Japan.

(The origin of the North American Indians is involved in com-
plete obscurity. That they are one of the older races of mankind can
not be doubted. But at what date or by what route they came to the
Western continent is an unsolved problem. Many theories have been
proposed to account for the Red man’s presence in the New World,
but most of them have been vague and unsatisfactory. The notion that
the Indians are the descendants of the Tsraelites is absurd. That half
civilized tribes, wandering from beyond the Euphrates, should reach
North America, surpasses human credulity. That Europeans or Afri-
cans, at some remote period, crossed the Atlantic by voyaging from is-
land to island, seems altogether improbable. That the Kamtchatkans,
coming by way of Behring’s Strait, reached the frozen North-west and
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