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750 MARRIAGE AND THE POSITION OF WOMEN.

country.’ ¢ Victorious,’ said he. ¢ Willingly then,’ said she, ‘do I hear of the death
of my sons.’

¢ Another, when burying her son, was commiserated by an old woman, who eried
out, Oh your fate!’ ¢Yes, by the gods,’ said she, ‘a glorious fate, for did notT
bear him that he might die for Sparta ?° :

¢ And their courage was not merely of a daring and physical character. It wag
a moral courage. A Spartan had been wounded in battle and compelled to crawlon
all-fours ; he scemed to feel ashamed of the awkwardness of his position. ¢ How
much better it is,’ said his mother, ‘to rejoice on account of bravery, than be
ashamed on uccount of ignorant laughter !’

«It might be supposed that the peculiar training to which the women were sub
jected might make them licentious and forward, but the testimony is strong thatne
ench results followed from free intercourse with the young men. Adultery was
almost entirely unknown. :

¢ Plutarch tells the story that a stranger asked Geradas, one of the very old Spar
tans, what punishment their law appointed for adulterers. He answered, ‘O stran=
ger, there is no adulterer in our country.’ The stranger said, < What if there should
be one ?’ ¢He pays a fine,’ said Geradas, “of a bull so large, that stooping over
Taygetus it will drink out of the Eurotas.’ When the stranger expressed his sufs
prise and said, ¢ But how could there ever be so large a bull ?’ Geradas repliad‘
with a smile, * And how could there ever be an adulterer in Sparta ?” This lan=
guage is perhaps too strong, and there were certain practices allowable which would
not be allowed in our communities. The one object of marriage was to produee
strong children, and any deviation from the ordinary arrangement by which oné
woman was married to one man was not only deemed legitimate but praiseworthy, if
it secured strong children. In this way a weak man might lend his wife to a strongefy
and some women had two husbands. There is only one case on record of & Spartan
having two wives, and the case was singular. A greater latitude must have been
allowed to women. But all these cases must have been quite exceptional The
wives were true to their husbands, the husbands fond and proud of their wives A
poor maiden was asked what dowry she counld give to her lover. ¢ Ancestral purityy’
she said. A person was sent to try to persuade a Lacedemonian woman fo aid in
some evil practice. ¢ When I was a girl,’ ghe said, ¢I was tanght to obey my father,
and I obeyed him ; and when I became a wife I obeyed my husband j if, thereforé,
you have anything just to urge, make it known to him first.” '
«Such were these Spartan women for many generations.
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the mother’s keen eye observed that he was keeping some secret from her, At last
ghe prevailed upon him to disclose it, and on hearing it, she langhed loudly, and said,
“Will you not send immediately this body where it is likely to be most nseful to
Sparta, before it is dissolved by old age ?’  After she had gone to Egypt, she heard
that Cleomenes was afraid to take certain measures, becanse Ptolemy held his mother

and child as hostages, and she at once wrote to him, ‘Do what is proper, and never
mind what becomes of an 0ld woman and a little child.’

“The fate of Cleomenes was as tragic as that of
<gvpt, but found & prison there instead of a home.
mined to overpower the sentinels, break
the inhabitants to assert their liberty.
finement, but they could not ronse the j
mekilled himself except Panteus,
had been ordered by the king to

Agis. He had songht shelter in

He and his companions deter.
through the place of confinement, and ronse
They easily broke through their place of con-
nhabitants, and so they resolved to die. Each
the youngest and most beautiful among them, He
wait till all had killed themselves, And 2o he did.

see that they were dead, and
and throwing his arms aronn

d him, he also killed himsge
the execution of all tha women connected with the

then, kissing Cleomenes
If. The Egyptian king ordered

Spartans. The mother was brought
forth and stabbed. Other women also were put to death. But the most tonching

of all was the end of the wife of Pantens. She was still very young and exquisitely
beantiful, and she was still in the raptures of first love. When her husband left

for Egypt, her father had refused to let her go with him, and confined her,
fonnd means of escape. She mounted a horse,

barked on 4 vessel sailing for Egypt. Now she
and consoling. She led Cratesicleia by the ha
deeently laid out the bodies of the
OWn robe so that she might fall becomingly, she offered herself to the executioner
Without fear. Thus ended the second effort at Spartan reformation, and henceforth
antonomons Sparta and her women disappear from history.  'We may well conclude
the story with the closing words of Plutarch, who, thinking ot the dramatic contests
acedemon, exhibiting a dramatic contest,
showed in her last days that Virine caznot

Sparta
Butshe
and rode to Tenarus, and there om-
moved abont the women, encouraging
ud to the place of execution, She
women who were lain ; and then, adjusting her

Which were held in Greece, says, ‘Thus L
i which the women vied with the men,
be insulted by Fortune,’ »
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