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'736 . . ll cases an important agent in tb,, . f h · ng the women 1s m a 
Th1s power o e oice amo I th will naturally choose the hand-

1mprornment of the mee, because, as _adruf e,theemy Darwin shows conclusircly how 
th ·h can best prov1 e or · • b 

somest roen, or ose_ w ? "tabl I ads to the propagation of the largest number y this process of selecbon men Y e 

the finest individuals. . kn of a community in which males and 
f the best mstances own . . . 

Perhaps one o ualit in re ard to intercourse, and m wluch marnage 
females were absolutely on an ~~. 1.Y t· g was that of the Sandwich Islan<ls, as de-. tte f mutua1 mema 10n, 
was Simply a ma r o " . . fact there was noue men and womeo 

C k, • h. vages. mamage, m , ' . t 
11:)ribed by oo m is vo, . withont any ccremony or agreement whatcver, ¡us 
comm" togcther and separatmg . t Cook a yonn" man aud woman, so 0 

• d At a grand feast g1ven o , 0 . h t 
as they felt dispose · . ence of the whole compuny, wit on 
he tells us, perfor~ed the ritcs _of Ve;~o ~!: hcrself, in such matters, was equally 
attrncting any particular atte~tío~ rised-perbaps shocked-at tho way her ad
without restraint, and was ov1den y surp 

vanees were met. te t to jndge people so situatcd exclusively 
We must be careful, in such matt· rs, n~th them were not liccntious, nor in B11Y 

• t f · Such prac ices w1 , . . h 
from our pom o view. Id be . th s. Indeed Cook distmctly s owa 
way calculatcd to do harm, as !bey wo~ '; aff:ctionate with each other, and witb 
that they werc rcmnrkably modeSl, t~n cr, •: 'be n giren in rcgard to certain of the 
no idea of immorality. Simil::!:~:::i!tio~s ofe the sexes are equally u~t~ned. 
people of ~fadagascar, Wlth :' that marria e has e,erywhere bcen, pr1m1tmly, 

It appears, from ali that 1s known, .. y J"ke any other personal contract. 
an individual or tribal ~rrangcment, P~::~i

0
:~

1 
ln 'any way nssume control orer it, 

It is always at a later period that the P~I In sereral ancient countries of the 
and in sorne coun?"ies they have nere~d:r:::~ the initiation of young people, at the 
Old World, the pr1ests secm to have n . 1 elations and to have done so under 
age of puberty, i~t? the ~ature of füe1\:~::s \vhich :X:curred at stated intcrvals, 
the guise of a rehg1ous rite. Thes? I~~ d groves in strict privacy and sccln
al ways took place in the temple, or m e s:re The' church in fact, gradually 
sion. They were regarded as sac~ed mys r1es;i e finan co;ld not be legitimale 
assumed the place of th~ commumty, nnd m:d:a1 and :Ot complete till compar&
without its sanction. Still tb1s change was g ' ead of men servin" for thelf 
tirely recen! times. Among tbe ancicnt Il~~:ª•w:::n for wives, or ha~iug them 
wives, as Jacob d1d for Leah, and of men g . or ricstl sanction secms te 
ui ven to thcm by their parents, but no church ~emcef th pki d ~mon" thc ancient 
.,. · N · l d fi d anythmg o e n ° h have becn reqmrc<l. e1t ier o wc n . h d l.. Then the chore 
Greeks and Romana till Chris~anity b_eca~e tbe establ:: : ~~n:~hich previously bad 
took absolute control of marriage, as it d1d of man y o e 

been controlled by the state alone. t done is ª"ain to make 
More rcccntly, and especially at the present d~y, the en yntryº and cburch 

It · arded m onr own cou ' ·red marriage a civil contrnct only. is so reg kº d ysetformula isrequ1 ' 
sanetion is not obligatory. No ccremony of any nn rt_norh:~e mutunlly agreed to be 
but only sntlicicnt procf of the_ fact _tbat t~et?at ;;nes•es are required at ali, and 
man and wifc. It is mercly _to_ give tl11~ pr?o ' a ace. marries a couple, he o~Y 
wben either a minister of rehgio~ or a ¡uSl!~\ºf the : legally. In fact, the ~ 
acts as witness ; and any other W!lness won o ~ ~b minister ma"istratc, oro 
marry themselves, or make _their own contmct, a; be;s testimo~y ¡¿" the contrae~ 
person who is commonly sa1d to marry them, on y 
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In short, thc civil mnrriage, or contrae!, properly testified to, is demande!! by law, 
but ali religious or other ceremonial sanction is optional, and ndds nothing to the 
lcgality of the union. 

It is tbe same wirh di,orce. Formerly this could not tnke place except by sanc
tion of the church, but now it is a ci,il mntter only. For ccrtain causes, and by 
fulfilling certain rcquircmcnts, married peoplc can scparnte, and enter into new en
gagcments, without the church ha,ing anything whatever to do with it. Even in 
tbc countrics of the Old World which have established churchcs, as in Eni:hnd, for 
iustancc, these principlcs now prcmil, nnd over neither marriage nor divorce has the 
church any legal control whatercr. 

It is wortby of rcmnrk also thnt the tendcncy of modern legislntion ererywherc is 
ccnstantly toward simplifying marriage, and facilitating clivorce whcn shown to be 
desimblc. 

Thc maintennnco of tlie family relation, as we now have ir, by the marriage of 
indirid,·a

1 
mcn nnd women in single paire, is indispensable to the existencc of society; 

without it, in fact, society, as it now exista, could nerer ha,·e come into bcing, nor 
conld it now continue if such marriage wero nbrogatcd. But still there are often 
CllBes in which both social nnd individual interests will be better serred by nnnnlling 
the contract thau by compelliug its continuance, and in such cases diYorce should 
always be obtainnblc, provicling dne provision is made for insuring the rights of ali 
concerncd. 

In ali scttlcd socictics, ono esscntial condition of marringo is a proper carc for the 
children which may resnlt from it. Whenever marriagc censes to be eommnnal, tbose 
entering into it mnst make pronsion for their offspring, if they have nny, so that 
tbcy may neitber pcrish nor becomc bnrdensome to othcrs. Both law and custom 
make this imperati,e, nnd in fact soeiety could not exist if it wcre not so. 

To discourago illicit unions, the childrcn whieh may result from them are cwry• 
..-here subjcct to nrious social and legal disabilities, nnd aro cnlled illegilima!e. They 
not onJy do not inherit tho father's property, but even bis nnme is rcfused them, so 
that thcy havo to be called after the mother. Formerly bastarda were often treatcd 
more nnjustly eren than they are now, nnd though many of tbat cl,u;s hnve bccome 
grent as statesmcn and warriors, sti!J thcir birtb was always a stigmn to them. Those 
among them who wcre entitled to bear coats of arms, no mntter how acquircd, were 
compcllcd to hare them crossed with the bend ainiater, or mark of bastardy. But, 
in apite of this, many bastards were rery eminent, and sorne even, like Falconbridgc, 
boastcd of their origin. Willinm the Conqueror was n bastard, and so was one of the 
mOBt famous Austrian dnkes; in fact, history tells of man y of them . 

Illegitimacy has alwnys been n diflicult matter for legal regulntion, because it is 
manifestly unju,t to punish child.rcn for no fault of their own, and yet nt the sama 
time thc offspring of legal mnrriage must always occupy a d.ifferent position from 
füat of mere concnbina"e, Bv the law of Scotland, which is nlso our law, illegiti
m,te childrcn cannot inherit fr~m the fathcr, nor, with ns, does a su bsequent marriage 
between the porties make thcm lrgitimate. In Scotland, howcver, this is not thc 
case, for marriage nt any time may mnke leiritimate all the children the parties may 
ha,e had before, wl,ich seems both reasonable nnd just. The diJierencc arises from 
the chnracter of the Scotch law of marriagc, whicb rcquires only conscnt and pub
lication. Any parties not already married, who live togethcr as man and wifc, and 
libo eall themsclves "º, aro to all intents nnd purposes le¡,;s!ly manied. In England 

47 
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. 1 t of Par!,· •mcnt . as was one In ¡ ·r t byaspccin ne u ' • 

also a basbrd can be mude egi_ ,roa e f J 
I 

f Gaunt in tbc time of Richard the 
the CIISC of the illegitimate ch1ldren o o m o ' 

Sccond. . S otch law by making a subsequcnt marriage 
Most foreign countnes fol_low th~h/ chilclren' they may ha Ye hud before. But 

bctween the persona legitimize rul ti . h 'ldren wcre born the pnrties could have 
with this coudition, thac at :he time iese e \ovidin there was then no legal bar 
married if they chose ; or, m other words, p g 

rier to their marriage. t' es when onc of the parties may have mar-
A curious complication occurs somo ,md h' h d other children by them. The 

· th can time an ave a · ht 'th ried another person, m e m . .' . d bastnrds take equnl rank aud rig Wl 

questiou then ariSl;s whefüer the legitim1:,d who were undoubtedly legitimate. It 
!hose born iu the mtervenmg mamage, t' has never been lcgally settled, so faz 
is contended that they do not, but the ques 10n 

as I am aware. .11 !1'itimate child as bis, during bis life, tb~t 
In Francc if a man acknowledge an 

1 00 t the same as bis Jeaitimate ch1l-
child is entitied to a share in bis fnther's proper y, º 

,lren. . ts . regard to mnrrinae and ]egitimncy, which 
There are many_ curious law-po~n ~: of them are ,-ery°intcrcsting. Tbe _law !º 

r,eed not herc be di,cns.ed, thoug tsoh 1· n regnrd to tbese matters, as it 18 m 
· respecta e same, · I con England is not, m many . . r ard to what constitutes a mamagc. n • 

Scotland nnd Ircland; cspccrnlly m eg th t arties are legally marricd in one of 
sequcnce of this, it sometimos baphpen~ aª. ~vonll\ll may be a ]awful wife in Scot-

. b t t m the ot er , an ~ 
thcse countries, u no b' · E'ngland 

t' ]yaconcu mem · · b 
land, and at the same iu_ie on th interference of the churches, and m:m:1age . y 

This confusion all nrises_from e ·crywhcre all that was reqmred m 
priests. If the civil mamage alo~~ _were ;: optional there could be no nncer-
law, and compnlsory, leaving the re 1g1ous n ' 

tainty. . r e tho Sccond, in rcfcrencc to Ircland, mnkea 
An act passcd in the re1gn of G~ g d p tcs'·nts or between two Protestanla 

'd b t • Cathohcs an ro "" ' Tb'rd anv marringe v01 e ween . . A later act in the lime of Gcorge ' ' 
ev;n, if celebratcd by a Cathohc pnes_t, riest to officiate, providing the pa~ics_ bacl 
modified this so as to allow the Catbo!1c p An riest violating this law is hable 

· d by a Protestant mm1ster. Y P first been mame 

to a penalty of two thousand do11ar\ th resent time is the simplest, and perhapa 
The marriaae act of England, a e p ·a thnt every marringe must be dnly 

the most pcrfe;t in the world. It simpl{ pro;1 tl:: district in which the parties live. 
witnessed and reco-dcd before t_he regis rn; o ro r ublic noticc, for a ccrtain ti~e, 
Very few preliminaries are reqmred, exccp P pef pany kind the wholc transactíon 

• Th ·s no ccrcmony O ' • ther in the case of mmors. ere 1 . rned as a civil transaction, like any o 
being regardcd, ~o far as the la~ is :~~:y wish any, are leit to thc _parties them-
contract. Any ntes or ccremomcs, t' 1 to thc le!rality of tl10 marr1age. . 
'"ives but they are not in any way essen 18 ti O and residcncc of the parlíel, 
'" ' . ages occupa ons, , . nlan, 

The reaistry contams the names, ' . ts witl1 sorne othcr partic 
and also tho names and residen~es _of the~~::i~~d to Somerset Ilouse, LondODt 
Ali these local rcgistries are per1od1calt " ltcd at any time :or a small fee. 
-.rhere they are safcly recorded, :n~ can s/;;~;ntaaes of snob a system, thorou~ 

It is impossible to overrate t ,e immcn or rather no syskm, of our own co 
:,arried ont, over the slip-shod, loose system, 
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try. There can never be any of those interminable snit.s at law, such as we often 
hare, turning upon the qucstio'l whether certain parties wcrc ever marricd or not. 
If they were married in Englan<l, there is the record to prove it; and if it is not on 
the record they ncver werc married, and that ends it. With ns tho fortunos and 
standings of individuals and families often dcpend upon memorics more or less 
treacherons, and oaths more or lesa unreliable. It is a constant occurrence, after a 
rich man's death, for sorne woman ro appear and claim to have been prirntely mar
ried to him l Witnesses are ca.sily found, and she is either bought off, or the estate 
is wasted in litigation. Such a thing ought not to be possible, nor could it be if we 
had a propcr systcm of compulsory public civil registration. 

In Ncw York we have a registry law, I am aware, but it is so imporfcct, and so 
badly enforced, that it amount.s to very little, and is ernded in many ways. Ccr
tain religions denominations even oppose nny law whatel'cr of the kind, and do al! 
they can to nollify it. The only true system is to make a pnblic civil registration, 
~oly attcsted aud prcscrved, compulsory in e,ery marriage, and the only thing re
,Joi.<ite to mnke it legal. Then tho parties can picase tbemselvcs in rcgard to rites 
und ccremoniee, acoording to their views on such matters. 

There is nothing in snch a law to which any one can reasonahly object, and its 
henc6ts are obvions. Evcn Quakcrs (who hnve no marriage cercmony of any kind), 
Secnlarists, Free Thinkers, and dcnominationalists of every kind, acccpt such a law 
¡:ladly, and acknowledge its advantsges. 

Tl1e law in England, till recently, was very unjnst in rcgard to the propcrty of 
marricd women ; ali thcy possessed becoming thc property of thcir husbands, to do 
with as they pleased. Even if nnything was left or givcn to thcm, tho husbnnd conld 
takc it absolntely, as he could anytbing they might own in nnyother wny. This, how
erer, is now chenged in man y ways, and there is no difficulty in sccnring propcrty to 
a marricd woman's own use and control. Any womnn who earns wagcs, or has an 
income in any way, anda worthlcss squandering husband, can obtain a mngistrJte's 
order sccuring snch wages or income to her own ose. And furthcr than this, a law 
ia now in the process of elaboration, and will assurcdly be soon enacted, compelling 
any man who noglccts to support his wife when he is ablc, or who abuses her, to 
keep away from her, if she requests it. He will bave no right to go near her, and 
will be liable to punishment if he <loes, or annoys her in any way. In short, !he 
•hole tcndency of medern legislation on thcse mntters, is towards more complete 
jlisticc to women. 

In Scotland, a rich wifc is bound to support her hnsband; and in Franco a father
in-law is bound to support his son-in-law, even if bis daughter be dead, In England 
aman cnnnot legnlly marry bis dcad wife's sister, but in the English colonics be can. 
Thia prohibition is entirely a church Bcruple, and wil] evidcntly h• soon dono away 11'ith. 

Keeping a mistress, in most countries, woold be a snfficient cause for divorce, 
but in France it is not neccssarily so, unless tbe husband bring her into tbe snme 
bouse with bis wife l 

It should be gcnerally known also, that 11 mnrriage mny hold good in onc coun
try hnt not in anotber, for rcasons whieh might never be suspected. Thus a Roman 
Catho!ic man, say of one of tbe Catholic states in South America. may marry a Prot
estnnt womnn here, and she will of coursc be his legal wife, but if they shonld go 
lo bis own conntry to live, he conld disown and desert her, if they had not been mar-

,, 
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h dsb. nd injnstice of t is n are ried by a Catbolic prieat ; cases of great . ar ips a 

l. b en on manv occ-,unons. h" h 
occurred to Eng is wom ' ts r . no matter what is age, e can-

In France also, _if a man _ha,e pare~ alll/:::::.1 cases have occurred where Eng
not legally marry w1tb~ut the1r consent' id found tbemselves, when in France, dis
lish women have ?'amed Frencbmen¡;icause the parents did not approve of the 

·• and no wn-es at ali, merely OWDt.:u, 

match. . . . te cies and injustices, appertaining to 
Sucb are a few of the anomahes, mcohnB1sbn_ terí'erence and otbers from the old 

· · írom e urc lll ' Tb 
marria.ge ; sorne of them ar1s10g uld be in erery way snbordinate to man. . _e 
notion still chmg to, that _woman sho k' marriao-e ererywbere a compulsory cm! 
only cure for ali such ev1Js is tbe ma mg . . t"be ,-oman's rights in ber:;elf and 

¡ f • and recogmzmg 
contrae!, between equa par IU, man'a in the fullest scnse. . 
her property the same as we do tbe . . ' d influence of women in ancient_ Greece, 

The followino- sketch of the pos1bon an Revi·ew is exceedingly mterest-
" L D f tbe Contemporary ' . 

1 by James Donaldson, L · ·• rom h•,·e been discnssing. lt w1ll s iow 
• ¡ ti to the matters we • . t dtl 

ing and valuable, m re a on . d actices of men, respectmg women, a • 
how diffcrent have been tbe notions an /~ there be not mnch we conld learn from 
ferent periods, and may well make us as , . 

these nncient people: . rse within certain limits predetermined for it, 
"Everything that has hfe ~asª con . rs. The seed of the oak gatbers ma-

through which it passes nntil 11 ~ul~ _disayr::f into tbe majestic tree. lt will not 
tcrials from earth and sky nnti_l i_t !itt:i~e higher animals and man. _Thc lines _ol 
bccome a rose oran elm. So 11 _is. ked ff Ilut within the hm1ts 8Jl0011il 
their progresa through lif? are dialmctly m;r ríe~ti~n. .Áu the individuals secm_ to 
to cach cla.s.s there are. d1fferent dcgrees ºwrch sorne come very close, nnd to w~1ch 
strire after an ideal wluch none attam, to¡ 1 . 'deal bnt in addition to the mstmct-

. t Man has a so us 1 • ' . · us 
ali more or lesa approx1ma ª: fter the ideal, he has the fucnlty of bemg consc10 f 
ive powcr of soul whwh stnves a . . af ·t What is true of man ,s true o 
of the ideal and of conscionsly stnnng ~\ 1 . Id we call the complete develo!: 
woman. What is the i~eal of woman,? rI ," /~:ve no intention of answering tb~s 
ment and full blcssommg of woman t\' e . I do not think that I conld answ?rit 
question, much agitated 10 ~~e presen ª~· torian of woman in any age to put it to 
satisfactorily, but it is re<¡ms1te for the hton of woman's ideal life can be reach~ 
himself and bis renders. A true concep , Tl ery first and moat essential elemen 
only by the long experience of man y ages. • '~:C as it is of man's, is freedom, but 
in the harmonious development of woman? n~ 1i'iipediments have arisen on ev~ry 
this is the very last thing W:h1~b sbe acq:.~i:-into fnll activity. Ignorance, P":l~ 
hand to hinder her from brmgmg h::1!:\ in particular a.,aes, con:entio~al restragnrdm 
dice, absurd modos of thonght pre uubt to attain special aims w1thont re 
of an arbitrnry nature, laws th~~ hav;h:: "and like causes haYe prcv~nted use~: 
to general culture and well-be g . 1 ft 11Dfettered by ali mfluenc f 

l 

· ht uecome 1f sho were e t k note o 
sceing what woman mig . 1 It .

8 
the part of the historian to ª 0 . at 

those that are benign and con gema t . th~tanding thcse, woman can do and a1ms 
these obstacles, and to see what, no wi 

• h'sto is to come doing. essfnl stndy of woman s 1 ry, .. 
"Tbo tirst condition, tberefore, of a sn_cc k in abeyance onr prevalen\ opm10~ 

nnbiased to the task. We mnst for ;~~ t•:~¡·e=p becanse, should we have false opiu 
There is peculiar need for th1s m is s ' 
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ions, tbey are snre to be beld with a tenacity which is great in proportion to their 
fulsehood; and should we have true, we are likely to give tbem an exaggerated im
portance nnd power; for ali opinions on womeu are apt to be intense. We hare 
therefore to suspend our ordinary modes of thought, and enter into conccptions and 
feelings anda manncr of life widely different from our own. Sorne of tbese diil'er
enoos I must explain before I enter on my history. 

"And, first of ali, the Greeks lookcd at the relations between the sexes from a 
point of view ntterly strange to us. Among ns there exista a clear and dcfinite doc
trine which lays down rigidly what is right and what is wrong. Tbe Greeks had no 
sucb doctrine. They had to interrogate Nature and their own hearts for the moda 
of action to be pursued. They did not fN>l or think that one definite course of con
duct was rigbt and the others wrong ; bnt they had to judge in each case whetber 
the nction was becommg, whether it was in harmony with thc nobler side of human 
nature, whether it WIIS beautiful or useful. Utility, appropriateness, and the sense 
of the beautiful, were the only guides which the Greeks could find to regulate them 
in the relations of the sexes to each other. 

"We have to add to Ibis that their modeof conceiving natnre was quite di.tl'crent 
from ours. To them everything was natural, or if you like supernatural. If wine glad
dened or maddened the hcart of man, the influencc was equally that of a god. Tbe 
Grcek might be perplexed wby a god should madden bim, bnt he never doubted the 
faet. And so it wa.s with ]ove. The infü1ence which the one sex exercises on the 
other ia something strangely mysterious. 'rwo persons of different sexes meet. If 
we look at tbcm, we see nothmg very remarlmble in either; and it wc continua our 
look for an hour or two, we might notice notbing remarkablc going on. Yet a very 
extraordinary change has taken place. Tbe hearts of both have begun to vibrate 
llildly. The commonplace man has had wings furnished to bis mind, and he sees 
bea,-eu opening before his eyes, andan infinite tcnderness suffuses his son!. The girl, 
who conld not utter a word in her own behalf before, has had her lips unscaled, and wit 
and brightnesg and poetry sparkle in every sentence which she addresses to her com
p,inion. She too flings from her the ordinary ron tine of daily life, and sees befo ro 
her a paradise of pnrest bliss and nnending joy. Whence comes ali this inspiration ? 
llncnce this temporary elevation of the mental powers? Whence this nnsealing of 
morta.l eyes, till they sce the bealific vision? 'From a divine powcr,' said the 
Grecks. And this divine power seemed to them the most irresistible of ali. It 
swayed tbe gods themselscs. [f the gods thcmselves conld not but yield to the 
magic power, how could it be expected thnt a mortal could resist ? The religion of 
the Grecks could not, with such a mode of conception, strongly aid them in self
l't>Straint. It could merclv incnlcate forbenrance nnd co111passion. And this we find 
to be the case. In a spe¡ch which Sophocles puts into the month of Dejanirn, she 
exprcsses her conviction that a wife has no right to expect a hnsband to be alwnys 
faithfu] to her, or to blame the woman with whom he falls in !ove. 'Thoil wilt 
Dot,' she saya, 'tell tby tale to nn evil woman, nor to one who knows not the nature 
of man, that he does not natnrally rejo ice alwnys in the same. For who~oever resists 
love in a close hand-to-hand combat, like a boxer, is not wise. For he sways even the 
goda as he wishes, and me myself also; nnd how should he not sway another woman 
'll'ho is such as I nm? So that it I find fanlt with my husband caught with this 
disease, or with this woman the cause along witb him of nothing that is e,il or dis
g?aeefu] to me, I am unquestionably mad.' Snch religions forbearance is not found 
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in poctry only. It is mculcat_ed_o h te on thc harmony of womau, and the 
Pytha,,orean philosopher, Pcrictioue, h":l º. wrlo uch :is that of Plato and Aristotle, 

. 

0 

• nly before a p I osop 1Y s . . 
sent,meut d1sappoors O ce tions of the Divmc Being. 
which rose far above the common con p ·t. ]so of great importance to remember 

"Throughout onr estímate of ~ornen'. J Jtsda thc Greeks. A modern mind can 
. 1 f bcauty wh1ch amma e . Th G ks tbe pass1ouatc ore o d . rsality of tbis passion. e ree 

forro almost no idea of thc strengtbbant ·tu~1'\ the human body that tbey saw thc 
. h t beautiful u J was J . . th f 

Joved ererythmg t a WIJS The did not confine their admrration to e aee. 
noblest íorm of earthly bcauty._ Y ment of every part that struck tliem w1th 
It WIJS the perfcct and harmomous derelop . full account of this lorn of the 

t ch space to g¡ve a •u 
awe It would occupy 00 mu . . t f the Greek feeling. O ne instance wi 

bea~tiful, or to bring borne the mte~s1 [- o the Hetaira Phryne, before a court o! 
suffice. The orator Hyperides WIJS de f:~ ~~~he ears of tbe judges wühout uny effecL 
justice. His arguments, be thought, h a happy idea struck hllD, and, tear10g 
lle bemm to regard bis Cl!Se llS hopeles., w en tb . d es a bosom perlectly marrelous 
open the garmeut of bis client, he re:ealedl to e d¡ulghare no doubt that the whole 

. t ee acqm tted ier an . . k if m form. Tbc ¡udges a on . . . B' t should makc an entire mista ·e 
ed ·tb th ,r dec1S1on. u we · o f 

Greek sentimeut agre WJ 
0 

t ted by any prurient mot1re. ne 0 
h t tJ ¡ºudges were ne no . . · d 

we were to suppose t ª 18 
. ti reason of the dec1s1on. The ¡u ges 

the writers who relate the circumstance g,:.s ie rtal but a priestess nnd prophet
beheld in such an exquisitc forro not an º: marydm1,º1.th ¿wc and wonld bave deemed 

. . A 1 . a· t Thoy were msp1re , Aud 
ess of the dmne p uo , e. f t ter¡i,·ece of creativo power. d tr such n per ec mas 
it sacrilcge to mar or es · oy . d d G ks as there are low-minded roen eYery-
tbough no ~oubt there were low:m'\!th :i:t ~be Greeks did not consider beauly to 
wberc, yet it may be affirmed w1th _t be race as Schopeuhauer representa 
be a mere devil's lure for the con_ti~uance ~f _t a•;nee and the fleshly ,ehiele 

it, but they saw in it the outsbm;ntg ;~at ~~:~:a;ly a~d impcrishably beautiful. 
WIIS but tbe means to lead on the so~ o in which the Greeks differed widely from u~ 

"These are only sorne of the pomts d the history aright. But tb1s 
and we must realize the difference _befor;~e ?ª; :~ce of woman is often exercised 
history bl!S to face otber difficulties. e ~ ~anner that no historian can take 
most powerfully in sucb a qmet an\ unob~rt':e action of beauty and of beautiful 
note of it. Who, for mstance, coul naria e . ·¡ t but not the less potenL 

d f b arts ? The mfluence 1s s, en , 
0 ways upon thousan _s o e_ . . tbat almost all we know of wome 

We bave tbis additionul d1fficulty m Greece1'· . tely of women. They e1tber 
N" arely write < 1spass1ona 

1 is derived from roen. ow roen r r retend to bate tbem. They have had swee 
are in love with them, or bate them,: ~ they do write about them, they wnte 
or bitter experienee of_ them. An w :~~ is the history of Greek women written 
according to that expei:ience. But not ;l .. f t mnst be specially rememberedwhen 
b men, bnt it WIJS wr1tten for roen. l!S •~ for women did not act m the ./e have to deal with the utterances of tbe com1c poe~t the comedies dnring tbe best 
plays, nor is it probable tbat ~hey were even/:~:~ ure snre to act them with ali the 
days of Atbens. But roen ta~ng the parts o h re resentations. No great stress 
exaggeration and lic~nse wb1ch _are natura; : :;n wh~ch can be cn!led in lnrge abnn¡ 
mnst, therefore, be la1d on the mld a~uset . ~ poct divides women into ten classrs, o 
dnnee from Groek writers. One ear y sa ~r1c~th bis invectiva very muoh IJS if women 
wbich only one is good. And he proce s WJ 

did not exist: 
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'"Listen, O people,' says Susarion, who may be called the imentor of comedy. 
'Susarion says tbis: \fornen are an mil, but nevertheless, O countrymen, it is not 
pos.-ible \o barn a honseholu without evil, for to marry is an evil anc! not to marry is 
an eviJ.' 

"A satiric poct gires it as l1is opinion that 'a man has only two rery pleasant 
days witb bis wi!e, one when be marries her, tho other wheu he buríes her.' A 
oomic poet says pithily, 'Woman is an immortal necessary eril.' Euripides says: 

"' Terrible is the force of the waves of tbe sea, terrible the rush o! rirer and the 
blasts of hot fire, terrible is poverty, aU<! terrible are a thousand other things; but 
none is such a terrible ovil as woman. No painter could adequatcly represent her; 
no language cun describo her; bnt, if she is the creation of any of the gods, Jet him 
know that he is a vcry great crcator of evils and a foe to mortals.' 

"Quotations like these could be made in hundreds, but tbcy really tell us little. 
They could be mateherl by a large number of sayings from tbc sume authors, in 
which woman is prnisecl to the skies. Euripides was specinlly blamed as a hater of 
women. Tbc rcmark was made in tbe presence of Sophocles. ' Yes,' said he, 'in 
bis tragedics.' Ancl eren in bis tragcdies he has painted women of cxquisite teuder
ness o! heart, and capable of the grandest sclf-sacrifice and of the purest !ove. 

"With tbcse prcliminary oLservations, we enter on our task. I can only select 
prominent periods. And thc first that comes before ns is the Ilomeric. And bere 
we require al! the powcr of (rnnsporting ourselves into different times that we can 
command; for !he phcnomcn& nre singular and unique. If we look at tho externa! 
position of women, we mnst place tb~ Homeric age rxceedingly low in civilization. 
Women have almost no rights; they are entirely under tho power of man, and they 
live in continua] uncertainty as to what their destiny may be. The woman may be 
a princess, brought up in a wealthy and happy home; but sbe ktows that strangers 
may come and carry her off, and that shc may therefore at sorne timo be a slave in 
anotber mau's housc. Tbis uncertainty seems to have produced a strong impression 
on their charncter. They are above all women meek. lf tbe terrible destiny comes 
upon lhem, they submit to it with al! but unrepining gentleness, and their gentle 
ways soon oYercome !he beart of their warrior tyrants, and they make them their 
corupanions and friends. But low thongh tbis position be, it has to be noted that it 
is the inevitable result of tbe charncter of the times. Might was right. The strong 
ann alone couhl assert a right. The wnrrior had to defend cven wbat belonged to 
him against any new-comer. He himse!f 8.lCked the cities of others. His own city, 
loo, might be sacked, and if bis wife's fato WIJS to be carried off and to bccome tbe 
mistress of his conqueror, his own was to perish mercilcssly by the cold edge of the 
ll'ord. Man and woman alike held their lives in their bands. Womcn were not 
W&rriors, nnd therefore they hud to dopend entirely on the protection of men, and 
were consequently snbjc>ct to them. Such was their externa! position. But when 
we look to !he actual facts of the case, nowhere in the whole rango of literature are 
Women subjected to a sway so gentle, so respectful, so grucious. lndeed, it can 
~!y be callee! a sway at all. The physical force, wbich no doubt exists, is cntirely 111 

the cnckground. In the front we see nothing but affection, regare], and cven def
ertnce. The men appear ncver to hare found füult with the women. It was nal
Q'.'1 for a woman to !ove, and ,be might do what they wonld deem an ecccntrio or 
di!proportionate action in conscquence of this influence; but it was either a man or :\ 
god that was to blame. She was for tbe timo mad. Even in tbe caso of llelen, wbo 

j ' 
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. Greeks and Trojnns, the roen find no fault.. Shc r&-
brought so many dtsasters on th' k that it wns Paris who wns to blamo, for 
rro:ichcs hcrself bittcrly, but the roen mh h 

1 
•t? And how could she prcvent 

f · bl Ilow could s e e P 1 · h 
he cnrriC<l her off orm Y· ? th business of womnn to make any man appy 
Püris falling in !ovo with her· H wns e to d'ff !iuht and jov through the hearlll 
whom dcstiny brought into her co:~;i~~I ~c:seall ~vomnnly ;,-orks to perfcction, 
of men. Hclen was surpnssmgly. a h '. 'd and bad a mind of high culture. 

d I te uccordmg to t e1r 1 eas, . b 
1 was temperate an c 1as , Id t b t attract The Tro¡ans t emse vet 

Ali thcse were gifts of the gods, and cou fnlol u nder th~ spcll of her charros : for 
. h t p · hould harn a en u · 

were not surpr1sed t a ans s . t l test betwecn Grocks and TrOJ8DI, . 1 orthy ob¡cc o con 
1 a being so beautifu was a ¡1 . Sh would have been happier with ~ene 811& 

But shc did nothmg to excite Par1s. te red Helen gladly returued to her formar 
And whcn Paris was slain 811d Troy cap n nÍ ·'t'on with diunity and gruce, asif 
husban<l, and again occupied her early que~ yepogasr_1d\o whom h~rsh words are uaed 

. d The only woman m r ' h 
notlnng had happcne · •s much more censured than t e ,ro. 
is Clytemuestra; but oven in ~er ~ase t~:s:~~s under tite strong tcmptations, or 
man nnd if she bad merely yield~ toh "' ' ed not much would have been 

, . f to wb1ch s e was expos , . d 
rather overpowermg orce, ked bis vengeance on tbo male culpr1t, an 19-
said. Agamemnon would have wrea B t t lust she becamo the willing consort of 
stored his wifc to her former place.. . u t~ d dfnl crime of murder. y et e1'81l 

2Egisthus, and bis ':illing accomphce ~~a sºthe~:rdcn of the hlnme. For this mild 
for this it is on 2Egistbus that the poe 

I 
y Fi· rst tbe llomeric Grceks W819 

th 0 were severa causes. , a... 
jndgmcnt of womcn er_ . 'bl wer of the gods and of fato, and the wes ... • 
strongly impressed by the irres1stI e po an aberrations óf mcn, bnt espe-
of mortals ; tbey thus found an e~sy excuse for yf the shortness of life and the 

• and their strong aense o Th 
cially of helpless women , to make the best of their allottcd span. en 
dreariness of death led them to try d d to foster gentleness. In tbe Homer1c poema 
their ideas of !ove a~d mamage te:f eflirtation is absolntely and entirely unkn~,ru, 
thero is no love-makmg ; the idea h tb but tbev kept what they satd t.o 

b k t words to eac o er, • • d,..;-
They no dou t spo e swee . d girl provcd the reality of bis .,.... 
themselves. And a man who wishe to marryf a for her but somotimcs by undertak· 
generally bv offering tbe father a handsome g1 t tc·t A, nd whcn she lcft her father'• 

• • · 8 dangerous con • • d ah 
in" a hcavy task, or engagmg m b who had sought after her, an 8 

ho':ne, she bent all her ways to pleaseh t e maln the woman and tbe womnn eoon 
h H · poems t e man oves ' , erie 

succeeded. In t. e omenc_ done so before murringe. The Hom 
comes to loYe her busband, if she has not . ts }lonoeamy is in the 

. 1 t t-and-out monogam1s . º 
Grecks are, even at tlns ear y s age, ou f th .· bes more than one womlll-

G k h No one o em "1s ..i;.. 
,ery beart of the rcc erocs. f h . a"ection in Achillcs. A cay"·· 

. · t f the power o ero1c u 
1 

~•-There is a cur1011s ms anee o l f T Sbe i, vcry fond o ......., 
'dow has becomc his partner be:fore the wal ~ o roy. , . between tbem, 

w1 h B t tb re IS no proper mamage . da 
and he bccomes very íond of er. u 0

• . in a cnmp farfrom hisfriell 
and Achilles conld not worthily celebrate h1~mharn:re e that she is to bim a real 
and home. Yet snch is bis !ove for ~er: an er I one~t oYer ]1im, statcs that he 
wife. And, when Patroklos dies, Br1se1s, ~~!crw:Cm of Achillcs, and take her t.o 
promised that he would moke h:r the :e lebrato the marriaue-feast among ~ 
Phthia, the nativa land of the ero, an e~ h same 0 romise, thoagh . 
,ryrmidons. Probably Acbilles had often given her t e . ht tf us be difficultitll DI 

knew that his father might assignedh~m :et!:;~~ ::;~:~gout ;is design. lf thtll 
tbe way, and Patroklos had offer o P 1 
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ll'as such true !ove to a cnptive, we may expect this still more to be the case witb 
wives of the sama race and rank. And so it is. Beautiful, indeed, is the picture of 
married lifo wbicb Homcr dmws. 'Tbere is nothing,' he says, 'better and nobler 
than wbcn husband and wife, being of one mind, rule a honsehold.' And such 
bouseholds he portrays in the halls of Alcinous and Arete, and in the Trojan home 
or Ilector and Andromuche, but still more marked and beautiful is the constant lora 
of Pcnelope nnd Ulysses. Indeed, Homer always represents the married relation as 
bappy and barmonious. In the honseholds of enrth tbere is peace. It is in the 
halls of O!ympus that we find wife quarreling with husband. But the lo.e of these 
women to thcir husbands is tbe loro of mortals to mortals. Tbey do not swenr 
eternal derntion to each other. They have no dream of loving only one, nnd that 
one forever, in this life and the next. They do not look mucb bcyond the present ; 
and thcrefore, if a husband ora wife were to die, it would bo incumbent on the sur. 
vivor to look out for a successor. Even when a husband is long absent from his wife, 
it is not expected that be can endure the troubles of life without thc company and 
comfort of one woman's society. Thus Agamemnon tokes to himself tbe captive 
Chryseis, and comes to !ove her better than his wife. Thus Achilles becomes so at
lachcd to Briscis as to weep bitterly when she is taken from him ; but when she is 
lllken from him, he consoles himself w;th the beantiful-cheeke<l Diomede. And 
Uly&,;es, though he !oves his Penelope best, and longs for her, does not refuse tbe 
embraces oí the goddesses with whom he is compelled to stny in tbe course of bis 
wanderings. Ilomer's insight into human n,1ture is apparent in the cireumstance 
lhat it is only in the heart of a true woman that he places resistance to the ordinary 
modes of thougbt. The pecnliarity of Penelope's affection is that it will not submit 
to prevalcnt ideas; sbe loYes and admires her IDysses, and she will !ore no other. 
Contrary to ali custom, she puts off the suitors year after year. The time has ar
rived when evcry one cxpccts her to marry ngain. She has seen her son Telema
cbas grow to manhood. She has now no excuse. But still she refuses, wniting 
against hope for the returu of him who in her heart sbe believes will return no more, 

"Alter whnt I havo stated, I need scarcely say that the influence of woman was 
tery great in the Homeric pcriod. The two poems tnrn npon affection for women. 
Tbc 'l'rojnn war had its origin in the resolution of the Greeks to recover Ilelen, aud 
lhe c·cntral point in the 'Iliad' is the wrath of Achilles becanse Agamcmnon has 
laken nway !roro him bis captive Briseis. lnysses and Penelope, as e"Yery one knows, 
are tbe subjcct of the 'Odyssey.' The husband consnlted bis wife in ali importnut 
COncerns, thou¡rh it wns her special work to Jook after the affairs of the house. 
Arete is a powerful pencc-maker in the kingdom of her husbnnd Alcinous, and it is 
to her that Nausicna adviscs Ulysses to go if he wishes to obtnin his return. Ali lhe 
J)tople worsl1ip her as a god when she walks through the slrcets. Penelope and Cly
lemncstra are lcft practically in charge of the renlms of tbeir husbands dnring their 
absence at 'l'roy, each wi th a wise man as counselor and protector. And the ver y 
beautifnl Ch!oris acted as queen in Pylos. Altogetber, the inflnence of Homeric 
l'omcn mnst be reckoned great and their condition happy. 

" For this result two special causes may be adduced-the freedom which the 
l'omen cnjoycd, nnd tbeir hcnlthiness, possibly also tbeir scarceness. 

"The frcedom wns very great. They might go where they liked, and they might 
do what they liked. Tbere was, indeed, one danger which threalened them continu
llly. ll they wandered far from the usual haunts of their fellow-citizens, strangera 
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might fa!! upon them and carry them off into sl~very. Such incidents we,r~ nol un, 

common. But, apart from this danger, they m1ght roam nnrestncted. lhey were 
not confined to any particular chamber. They had their own rooms, jnst as the men 
had theirs; but they issned forth from thesc, and sat ~own_ in the common chamber, 
when there w,is anything worth seeing or hearing. Espe~1ally_ they gathered round 
tlie bard who related the deeds of fa.mous heroes, or tl1e histories of lamous women. 
They also frequented the wide dancing-place which every town possessed, and with 
their brothers and friends joined in the dance. Ilomer p1ctures the young men and 
t:ie maidens pressing the Yines together. They mingled together at marnage-feasta 
and at religious festivals. In fact, there was free and easy mtercourse between the 
sexes. They thus carne to know each other well, and, as the daughters were greatly 
beloved by their fathers, we cannot doubt that their parents would consult them aa 
to the men whom they might wish for husbands. Even after marrrnge they con• 
tinued to have the samc liberty. Helen appears on the battlements of Troy, watch• 
ing the conflict, accompanied only by female attendants. And Arete, ,is we hare 
seen, mixed írecly with all cl,isses of Phreac1ans. . 

"AJong with this freedom, and partly in conseqnence of 1t, there appears to have 
been an exceedingly fine development of the body. Tbe educat10n oí both boys and 
girls consistecl in listening to theÍ..l· elders, in attending tbe chants oí the bards'. and 
in dancing at the public dancing-place of the town. Tbere was no grcat stram on 
tbeir intellectual powers. Tbere was no forcing. And tbey were contmnally m the 
open air. Ali tbe men learned the art of war and of agricultnre, and ali the women 
to do bousehold work. The women made ali the clothes which their relatires wore, 
and were skilled in the art oí embroidery. But they not merely made the clothce, 
bnt regularly washed them, and saw that their friends were always nicely and _bean• 
fully clad. These occupatious did not foil to the lot oí memals merely. The lnghest 
lady in the Iand bad her sbare of them, and none _w,is better at plying the loom and 
the distafl tlian tbe beautiful Ilelen. W e bave m the s1xtb book oí thc Odyssey 
a charming picture of a young princcss, Nausicaa, Nowh_ere are ~ortrayed more ex
quisitely the thoughts and feelings and ways of a young g1rl who 1s true to her OITTI 

best natlue · who is rescr.ed when reserrn is proper, and speaks wben a true impulse 
mo,es he,·; 'wbo is guileless, graceful, Jeal-hearted, and tender. Happily I bave not 
here to exhibit her cbaracter, for to do anyth.ing but quote the exact words o! 
Homer would be inevitably to mar its beauty; but I have to adduce some oí those 
traits whicb show how the Ilomerie girls grew. Nausicaa is approaching the ttme 
wben she ought to be married, and in preparation for this event would like to h~•e 
ali her clothes clean and in nice conclition. She goes to her fatber, and tells hi:n 
that she wishes to wash his clothes and tbe clotbes of her brotbers, tbat he may be 
well ciad in tbe senate, and they may go ncat to the dance. Tbe father at once JJl'r• 

. · , d · · · ted· tb~ ceiYes what deme the daughter cbembes m her heart, an perm1ss10n 1e gran , 
mules are yoked to the car, the clothes are collected, and the prinoess monnts: 
aeat, wbip in band, and dri,es off with a number of maid attendants. Tbey re 
the river where are the w,isbing trenches. Tbe clotbes are handed ont of tbe ~• 
the mulas are eent to feed on the grass, and princess and maids wash away at t 6 

clothes, treading tbem with tbeir feet in the trencbes. They then lay out füe clotb~ 
to dry. Wbile the clothes are <lrying, they first pionic by the sida of the nv~r, ~n 
then, to amuse themselrns, engaga in a garue at ball, accompanied witb smgmg, 
ThÍ!l is a day witb Homeric girls. They can do cverytbing that is necessary-dríve 
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1P8Sh, spin, and sew. No domestic work comes amias to one nnd ar1 And tbe 

h' th . . yare 
mue lll e _open a1r. They thus ali find active employmcnt. Time ne-ver hangs 
hea,-y on their hands. And the strength and frcshness of body produce a sweetness 
of temp_cr and a soundness oí mind which act like a cbarm on ali the men wbo haYe 
te do w1th them. lt seems to me tha_t this explains to some extent the pbenomena 
of tbe Ilomerw poems. There 1s no v1c10us woman in the fliad or Odysse s 
f th h . . . . y. ome 

o em ave :omm1tted glarmg v10lat10ns oí tbe orclinary rules of life, but they are 
merely tempornry aberrat1ons or fits of madness. And there is no prostitntion. This 
bealtbmess explams also anotber feature oí the Homeric women which deserves no
llce. There was ~ extraordinary number of very beautifu! women. The clistrict of 
;1'hessaly, from whwh the whole of Greece ultimately derived its own name o! Hel:as, 
18charactenzed by the _epithet the land of thc beautiful women; and severa! other 
places are so character1zed. But tbeir type o.f beauty was not the type prevalent in 
modero hm~s. H_ealth w,is the first condition oí beauty. The beautiful woman was 
well-propo1i10n~d m every feature and limb. It was the grace and barmony of every 
part th~t conshtuted beauty. Rene~ height was regarded ,is an essential requisite. 
Helen 1s tal!er than ali her compan10ns. The commanding stature impressed the 
Greeks as be!llg anear approach to the august forms oí tbe goddesses. As one mighl 
expect, tbe beauty of the women is not confined to the young girl between the ages 
of seventeen and twenty. A Homenc woman 1·emained beautiful for a generation 

01 
two. Helen was, m the eye oí the Greek, as beautiful at forty or fifty as sbe was at 
twenty, and probably as attractive, if not more so. Tbe Homeric Greek admired the 
full-developed woman as much ,is the growing girl. 

"Such, then, were these Homeric Greek women. The Greek race was the finest 
race that eyer existed in respect of physical de,elopment and intellectual power. Do 
We not see, m the account that Homcr gives of tbe women, something like an expla
nation oí tbe phcnomenon ? A race oí healthy, finely-formed women is the natural 
~tecedent to a race of men possessed of a higb physical and intellectual organiza
tion. 

"When we pass from Homer, we enter a new region. We do not know how far 
Homer's characters are historical. Wa cannot doubt tbat the manner and ways o1 
tbe men and women whom he describes were like those of the real men and women 
~ong_whom he livcd. He may bave idealized a little, but even bis idealizations are 
lDd:cative oí the current oí bis age. But we know little of the modes in wbich the 
~anous states o~ Greece were constituted, _and of_ the_relations which subsisted between 

00
em. We h~_,e to pass overa ~ong_ penod whwh 1s a practica! blank, and tben wc 

W me to h1stoucal Greece. In b1stoncal Greece we have no unity of the Greek nation. 
in e have men of Greek blood, but these men did not dream of forming themselvcs 
G t.o one ?ation, ruled by the same laws, and mutually helpful oí eacb other. The 

reek mmd_rcgar?ed the city aa thegreatest political organization possible, or at any 
~ c~m~ahble w1th tbe adequate discharge oí the functions of a state. And accord:! Y ¡f \le could g1ve a fu]] account oí woman in Greece, we should have to detai! 

arra~gements mode in each particular state. There are no materials for sncb an 
:oount if we wished to give it; but even if tbern had beeu, it is probable that we 

ou]? not ha,e learned much more than we learn from the histories of the two mosl 
~:min~nt of those states, Sparta and Athens. It is to tbe position and influence o! 

men in tbese states that we must turn our attention. 
"To form anything like a just conception of tbe Spartan state, we must kccp 

l 1 
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. 11 unJ the Spnrtans m par 1cu ar, • h' ¡ thcanmcntsgcnero Y, tal' 

clearly in ,iew the notion _w JC ', t. ,Jy imprcssed with the dccny and mor . ity 
had of a state. The anc1euts "ere : ;;neg uully strongly the pcrpctuity of thc race 
of the indi,idual man; but they e . q·'t r unolher Accordingly, whcn u stat.e 

. f ne gcuernt10n IU e . . 1 
through the succesSJon ° O 

. . 1 t dcd ni! Jegislnhon was t 10 ]lCrm&-
as formed the most promme~t idea t inh pcr.n h' of the gods. They puid little 

w ' d th conhnuance of t e wors ip Th 
nence of the state, un . e Th , thought little of indiritlual frce<lo~. e 
rcgard to indiriclual wishcs. ey '·t f thc i'ndiridual and accordmgly ali 

h '·te not thc sea e or ' . . h individual was for t O 8
'-" , • h ·ficcd without hcS1tat10n to t e 

prirate and personal considerat:ns ;tt Ae ;::iiar turn was giren to tliis idea 
strength and permanence of t e s a ~~ which the Spartans were placed, they 
l·n Sparta, From the c1rcumstanccs f !di rs Thcy had nnmcrous slavee 

. 'd tobearaceoso e. - o! 
had to mako up the1r mm s . . •te for procuring thc necessancs 

· t d everytlnn" requm · h · in their possess1on ° O O b B t if they were to retnm t 61? 
lile. They therefore had no cal!. tot lnllor. ersu they must be men of strong 

th - operty aaams n com , par\ 
slaves and kecp eir pr . " l t And as women were a necessary 
hodily configuration, hardy, darmg, rels? u e. lt The regulntions made for tbis pur-

t 'bute to t ns rcsu , 
of the state, thcy must con ~ L is but whether be wus a real person, or 
po•e are nssigned by the anc,ents to yhcurll: 'to be trusted is a matter of no cense-

. . t· · egard to 1m 1s ' • f d 
how far our mforma ion m r doubt tbat bis lnws were m orce ur-

. nt · for there can be no · fr t t],e pur-quence to us at prese ' . And the laws bear on the1r on . 
ing the best pcriod of Sparta's ex1~~~º;¡, legislation tbat relates to womcn 11111! oDt 
pose for wbich they were ronde. de f 'l'he onc function wh1cb woman 
solc object, to procure a first-rate hbr~ ; n~~t this function was concei,ed in the 
had to discharge was that of mol er oo . . d bumanit. In fact, no woman can 
widest muge in wbich tho S~:~n\:~u;:~::ions assi~~d her by nn~ure, witboul 
dh,cbarge eflechvely any one O gil t And 

80 
we seo m th1s case. Tbe 

. t· f ali parts oí 1er na ure, TI 8""'" 
the entire cult1 ra ion o . motbers thcrcfore, mnst be strong. ie ,-
Spart,ms wanted strong men , theth tb;refore must be brave. The Spar~ 
tans wanted bra,e men: the mo . e_rs, h ter. the motbcrs must be resoln 
wantcd resoluto men-men with dec1s1on of c ª~o m~tbers so will he thc cbildren. 
They believed, with i~tens~ faith, tb~t:: ::oled ali the' attcution and caro they 
And they acted on th1s fa1th, They . Fr their earlicst days the women 
could to the physical training of thcir wolment,h oemacbed thc ª"e of girlbood, tbey 

• a d w 1e11 ey r " 011 Cngaacd in ,,,mnastic exerc1ses; n ' . ti' racm· g and throwing tl1e qn_ 
" º· . 1 h tbcr m wres mg, ' ' . like entercd into con tests w1t I eac O 

• t 
1 

·th tbe young men, strippmg 
. , d · n sim1lnr con es s WJ d eility 

and jaye]m. 'Ihey engage 
I 

d h ing wbat feats of strength an 80 
them before assemblcd multitndes,tn : ¡°wbody of citizens woultl come to know a 
they could perform. In this way t ,e 1~ o e t of disease. no sickly girl conld ~ 
girl's powers; there could be _no conce tmenly for the phy,sicnl strength, bnt for ~ e 

!ti B t 1t was no on . · Th · J· uun· berself off ns hea 
1
Y·. u th. ugh this physical excrc1sc. e gir • be-

mental tone, that the girls ha<l to go 10 t know each other well. Long 

gled frecly with the !onng roen. ;!~e~e~:t~ac~ments and knew each other's ch: 
fore the hme of mamage, they had nothing inspiritcd them so much asted 
ncters, And in the games ?f tbo you~!r:~~e as the shouts of dcrision wlncb ~tl& 
praise of the girls, and nothrngwas so de itself felt when they fought Jll ,a bv 
their failnres, The same mfluencc ma would be rapturously weko'."ed • 
Thc though t that, when they carne ho~e, t~heiime of danger. All the tra1mng an
motber and sister, ner.ed many an arm JU e 
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oorior to marriage wns deliberately contri-red to fit tbe Spartnn women to be mothers, 
And it is necdless to say that ali the arrangements in connoction with marriuge were 
made solely for the good of the statc. Ali the Spartón girls had to marry. No one 
e,cr thougbt of not ruarrying. There was one exception to this. No sickly woman 
Wlll! allowed to marry. The oflspring must be htalthy, And, indecd, if sbe had had 
to consult her own feelings in Sparta, the s10kly girl would of her own accord ha,·e 
refrained from marriage. For the stato claimcd a rigbt 01-er all the children. They 
.-ere ali brought Tery soon ufter birth bcfore a committee uppointcd by go,crnment, 
which cxarnined into the form and probable healthii,ess of the child, and if the com
mittee carne to the conclusion that the child was not likely to be strong, its death 
W88 detcrmincd º"· ::}ut there must liare been very few sickly women among the 
Q;iartans. If a girl sunired tltis first inspection, she had, as we ha,e scen, her 
trials to go tbrough, and only the strong could outli,e the gymnnstic exerciscs, and 
!he exposure of thcir pcrsons in ali weathers during religious procc,sions, sacred 
dances, und physical conrests. Thc age of marriage was also fixed, spccial caro being 
taken that the Spartan girls should not rnarry too soon. In ali tbese regulations 
the women werc not treated more strictly than the meo, The men also werc prac
tically compcllcd to rnnrry. '.!.'he man who ,enturcd on remaining a bnchelor was 
pnnished in vnrious wuys. If a man did not marry on reacl1ing a certain age, he 
W88 forbidden to be present at thc exeroiscs of the young girls. Thc whole set of 
thern were taken one wintry day in cach year, and, stripped of their clothing, went 
ronnd the agora singing a song that told how disgrnccful tbeir conduct Wlll! in diso
beying thc laws of tbeir country-a spcctaele to gods and men. The women a!so, 
ata ccrtain fesfüal, dragged these misguided individunls round an altar, inflicting 
blows on them ali tbe time. Men werc punished even for marrying too late, or for 
DJarrying women disproportionately young or old. 

"Such was thc Spartan system. What were the resnlts of it? For about four 
or five hundrcd years there was a succession of the strongest rnen thnt possibly ever 
e1isted on tbe luce of the earth. The legislator was successful in ltis main aim. 
And I think that I may add thnt these men wcre among the brarnst, They cer
tainly held tho supremacy in Greece íor a cousiderable time through shcer force of 
energy, bravery, and obedience to law. And the women l1elped to this high posi
tion as much as the men. The,v were themselves remarkable for vigor of body and 
beanty of form. A curious illnstrotion of tliis fact occurs in one of the plays of 
Aristophanes, An Athcnian lady rcsolTes to pu.t an end .o the war between the 
Athenian.s and Laccdremonians by combined action on the part of the wives from all 
Jllrts of Grecce. Sl,e has snmmoned a meeting of thern, and ns Lampito thc Lace
dmmonian wife comes in, shc thus accosts her: 'O dearest Spartan, O Lampito, 
•elcome ! Ilow bcautiful vou look, sweetest one, how fresh yonr comple.,ion, 
hown?orous your body l Yon could throttle nn ox.' 'Yes,' says she, 'I tbink 
:eould, by Castor and Pollux, for I proctice gymnastics and leap bigh.' They 
"''e not, howe,er, merely strong in body, but took a deep interest in all matters 
lhat concerned the state. Tl,ey sunk ererything, eTen maternal fceling, in their 
liare for the commnnity, Many stories and sayings to tbis eflect harn been 
Pleser.ed, A Spartan mother sent her five sons to war, and, knowing that 1 

battle had taken place, she waited for thc news on the outskirts of lhe city, 
Some one carne np to her and told her th~t ali her sons had perished. 'Yon nle 
llave,' said shc, 'that is not what I wanted to lmow; I want to k11ow how farcs my 


