e e e e e e — 8 e e

' ii‘ “'!:'u'ul ,| |: if

:I im

-y

i
L
[

ki dS
» v

—

MARRIAGE AND THE POSITION OF WOMEN. 723
procure more wives and concubines than they could ever possibly enjoy. This we
g in the case of David, and others of the Jewish patriarchs ; and at the present day
with many African potentates, Whenever might habitually makes right, women,
like other possessions, will al ways be unduly appropriated by the most powerful,

. One immediate result of the desire for private possession of women would be, in
all barbarous communities, the utter abandonment of all pretense of seeking, from
motives of mutual liking or attachment. The female would be at once taken posses-
sion of, without any reference whatever to her wisl, or preference. Superior strength,
cunning, or wealth, would then alone determine to whom she should belong,

80 long as communal marriage was the rule, or promiscuous association, all pairing
wouid result from some preference, or choice, and go far all alike, men and women, -
woald be free and equal ; but im mediately the custom became established for each
man to have only his own wife, if the community were rude and barbarous, the woman
became a possession—a slave. So far, then, she gained nothing by the change, but,
oa the contrary, lost immensely. It was, however, a necessary step in the progress
which will lead, eventually, to a far better condition than any in which she has yet
been placed.

No matter how obtained, by purchase, force, or stratagem, a woman, as a wife,
hasalways been considered, in barbarous or savage societies, as a mere possession, like
ananimal. Nor is this idea entirely obliterated even at the present day in the most
; S eivilized communities, It crops out in many of our laws, customs, and ways of think-

; er, good reason for supposing that in the very earliest assoclatfﬂ;l ingand speaking. The term, my wife, is still used by many with the same intent
There is, .howe\i:, gthev were first emerging from the lower type, the relations i meaning as my dog, or my horse. In come of the most backward villages of
0};‘ ::]l?nm;:;)sm\tf:; ‘l‘mznliftl(: different from what we see among gregarious animaliss England the notion is still held, b
of the se -
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Tre laws and customs which regulate the-z rel‘atmns qf tltle ;(f-::(]afe t:(oislagl oﬁ?;
vary very much, among different people, and in dlﬁereI;E pu: :. s 1o o
all other laws and customs, they also change, though often very A _
cwt%‘rf(::lm :ngtfttgfafs:chentic records of very early times, we do n'ot kno.vaxwvl:;i; :n::
and customs then existed, nor can we judge qf tl?lsl b)t comlll)la:;:::) fw({widjng .3
see among primitive people at the present day, for we have no

far they may correspond.

Probably at a later period, in the earliest organized soue]ties, s;i:;uias n:'hd
3 . A . . “ ’- l 1
bers of that society mated together freely, or from lndlluﬂ:twn]mo};il_:da i
. . rome us A

! 1 the men and women being h . pives s

is called communal marriage, al . 80q pon s _
o Indeed this manner of association is even now practiced in certain parts

generally.

each other. t a0 )
1d, according to some travelers. el 4
» t}]‘t‘i:‘é‘;s(:, 1?:eakingcnp of this custom would probably arise from the dawning

; 0
taste, or & feeling of admiration for some particular form O‘f[' b:cg,oc;rrf:sgjnsﬁt
] how rude and uncultivated this may have been, BCCOTC mo‘ ey
mﬁftel‘.; 8 ufficient to cause a social revolution. Immediately any fem e?al e
{Tﬁt(x{;:;v(;s superior to the others, in any way, they at once became speet
=

i g superior 0
of desire, and would promptly be taken possession of by those males superior & ‘

left to the inferior males.

1 : : ales being e Tdd
S e, e o Jmr O N renid hatohd o er S

woman would then become a real possession—wou 4 belong lo 16t S e W
horse, or other animal, and would be forbidden to associa ‘1 : nu_mber - wiveﬁm- b
just JLS large flocks and herds were desired, so would a ar;flethat e _
o e . - ’ ' = !
Jcoveted and each man, according to his power, would seize &
d, : Thus

arose polygamy, probably the first form of nml:'mg;& Ep m
So long as the number of the sexes were abou eql _.u.ld i de
that one female was more desirable than zmoth.er, th_e.r(, clo - tocame el - ab
give association, either with one or more. But 1m_me:.11:1te y fonbmined ——
than another, then all was changed, and the desired one, 1 0 , 3
| ir possessions,
pm%il:i};hness and the wish to outshine others in the amount of their p

‘ | 122

them o be legal, The usnal process is for the man to lead the wo

SdiWomen have the same rights,
Haeed, in all respects, upon an equality with them,
. Polygamy appears to have prevailed, more or less, with all people, at some period

hat they WOUSs = \

y the common people, that a man can sell his wife
actnally take place occasionally, the parties believing

| man to some pub-
hOplaoe, tie a halter round her neck, and then ask for bids, The highest bidder _

Pay8 his bid, removes the halter, and takes the woman. This is probably a tradition-
My remembrance of what used to oceur in old times. It is quite common even here
waman to remark of his wife— she belongs to me "—evidently with a sense of
Proprietary right ; nay, it is not unfrequent for a man to claim a woman as kis, who
18y not want him, and we often see instances of such men killing women for refusing

and preferring others. We are still far from admitting, at least in practice,

in regard to marriage, as men, and should be

8k public auction, and such sales

Ty 3 and it is natural it should do g0, not only for the reasons already given,
bat for others equally cogent,

. Auring the wars which always prevail among uncivilized people, the male cap-

- UNes, on prudential grounds, as well as to gratify revenge, would always be slain, but

= romen would be spared, and be taken as wives and concubines. The Jewish
womicles of the Bible show how universal was this custom, and how it was sane-

Sed. both by custom and by religion. God himself is represented as directing the

elites o slay all the men, but to keep all the maidens for themselves,

- avery also contributes very much to polygamy, the prepossessing female slaves

,:"‘--‘natnra]]y taken for wires and conenbines,

| Anatural rosult of polygamy is prostitution, because when a large portion of the
L Y860 are monopolized by a few men, the remaining women must suffice for the
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larg mber of men. ‘The same result must always follow when, from any cansés
arger nu m.

il ence, fear of consequences, or moral pm;:l
’M{ill s aﬂ? Btii::ll:e :ﬁs i:;l: tl?t(t)lfel::l?;lt: théy are kept unduly se})arateg.. Such
ClPle: 'm:l,sog;etraﬁ;d;celleiltly onvparticular individuals, but they make sma. lml)m-'
restrain : |
B ik Wi ith established laws, and some notions of equality
As communities become settled, with esta T .
) aturally declines, and the number of wi L o
e polj'gﬂll?yl ", This is seen in Turkey, where, at the p'rcn(:nt c‘:}, e
51;1'11{ b:e‘i)smE:uiﬁ;f but two, and seldom over four, except.wm{ld i;l:; iulsﬁtanﬁ t[‘w].m-
4 i r, a8 they were in old times, t ._
s the' ‘."“'E; g;li{'bssggrf;]i:dl;i“a’r: ktoipL) as wives, amlﬁ treated vn:ih m-
sidutati "3 :‘ig;mt! in Turkey we now see polygamy graduall?' d}fmg out, an b&
it I'U o {’::'am There is no doubt that the institution as nm;r enshag“.
s blj 113 ?:wsuntyizo our ideas and customs, 18 neverthelegs ghorn of many
Fhere}' thc"ug ‘1 {Llfe;tures and is every day ameliorating more _ﬂnd more-‘ Englishman
o Den )(: don rel,a.bes an anecdote which well shows this. A gay n(;g tam
e 'Duﬁ f ;ni.ﬂ (I)mmerous conquests among the fair sex, nnd. rallying a]se a .
b fgin e tl ’ his polygamy. The Turk replied, “It is true, I m\;t;,] g
i Pmsg“ 'r?n my life.b One of them is dead, and mo.umed; ant‘:ln t; -
ifxl:':e“::"::ni;l\'inirlhgnorid and respected, in my house, and will do so till they G
. | " 4 - - #
NOW: wk'ere a”t{i'”cfw:;{s;e hear about the terrible Turks, I believe i't wa'll bili()t:&
INOt“Y]'t]);'tﬂlzl lggscﬂation that polygamy has always been less ol)]ecf;loua i
‘:}ﬂ ?nnpil:J[l:raf;ce than with ,:mv other people. And their treatment of women,
iem, ice, t \
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wavs to ’tt e I'l \!n nd t! R Il(‘!,‘}“‘ C ’ ] J m il
vhrew S a othel ‘ﬂ al T O( E{' 1 l('.() I(ES who ln.h* ‘

after their contact with Christian nations.

, contrary, | lly
By the Hebrew law, polygamy is not at all condemned, but, 3)11 _l:;:liays cl;y, fnﬂi ‘.
nct:i'on( d ; as also is the k::eping of concubines. And though Jew nform, ‘
sa od 5 a8 ¢ : g

ios in which they live, yet sofar
in reward to marriage, to the eustoms of the countries in which they live, JeUsoss
In regard U b -

tend 18k
a8 T relicio oncerned a olveami ndeed, many con ; ]
thel ligion is concerned, they mi \ he P 1} '.xmlsts. Indeed,

g 8 A fit

i & sustoms of remote ages perp
it is the same with Christians, so clu'musl-y are Il‘m customs
ated, historically, though long abrogated in practice. S o
Most q-n'flrrevpoop]e are polygamous, at least the great me g :
st savag ¥

& 1 isre Thus ¢ Pandyan king Was SSESS
sider single marriage highly disreputable. [hn.-_jj;vhm lt‘r;‘e ’t) o
that among Europeans every man had but one wile, anc ved with her @

o - v A

i iust like wanderoo mOE
he was perfectly shocked. ““ Why,” said he, “how indecent—just like w: e

. ] |
keys !” 'ﬂ?j} .

T i
Nevertheless there are some savages who nlwa_vs.lne msgmj:i; ;ni ulf::k,

the case with the Veddahs, in Ceylon, who, ucc.()rdmg to Sir

saying that death alove can part husband and wife.

A L B
rmi Hees of men, ln-rﬁ,a ;
Probably the main causes which would determine the practic

th‘ﬁ
i g nd women. s
to marriage, would be the scarcity or nhundm}Le of food faa o ousehld
arriage, : :
means Ofﬁi\-iug were easily obtained, the nmmt.en.n.]ce c:s 3 cmlm]d o
would be no bufdcn and a man would take as many wives ¢ g
- |

SUpporters and defenders, Among the Todas
S W plesses ; and Azara tells us that the Gu

S8remarkably well treated and content

: -‘-_‘r&ﬂong the hill-tribes of India,

putwhen, & SIS, it would seem,
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on the contrary, those means were hard to get, he would lessen the number, and fre-

quently would, from necess; ty, have to be content with one,
As before remarked, when from frequent wars
the men were killed, there would be an excess of w

over after all had one each, the rich and powerful
thus would arise polygamy.

Among the peaceable tribes, when the soxes were in nearly equal numbers all the
fime, single pairing, or monogamy, would be the rule,

When a rude people happened to
garions and scant, they wonld promp

by killing off the old and sick, as ma

between different tribes, many of
omen ; and as many would be left
would take one or more extra, and

be so situated that the means of living were pre-
tly get rid of ali useless or superfluons mouths,

ny savages do now, Female children would also
be killed, as being comparatively useless and burdensome when grown up. Indeed,

female infanticide is now practiced, to a consid:rable extent, in many countries not
atall barbarous. Such a practice, however, always arises from deficient subsistence,
and never prevails where food is abundant and easily obtained,

In such a society, the number of males would soon be much greater than that of
the females, and so far from one man having many wives, it wonld not be possible
for every man to have even one. This would soon originate the opposite of polyg-
amy, or polyandria! By this is meant the institution of one woman having many
husbands ; or perhaps, more properly speaking, of one woman being wife to many
men, This arrangement prevails even at the present day, especially in certain parts
of Thibet. A recent traveler has lately given, in Blackwood's Magazine, a very
interesting account of the practieal working of polyandria, as he there saw it.  We
#0680 much in the habit of thinking that nothing can possibly work well which is
Opposed to our own customs, that it will surprise many to learn that the system,
80 far as can be judged, is practically free from objection.

The most usual arrangement is for a whole family of brothers to have but one
Wil amongst them, Eac

h man is a husband to her, and the children have all of
them as fathers in common. The traveler assures us that the domestic harmony,

and mutual affection all round, would compare very favorably with anything of the
%ind to be found in our own society. And there is this to be said about it, that
there is far less danger of the children being left fatherless, or the wife a lonely
Widow, than in g single marriage, It is quite possible, indeed, that there would be
mnch Jess jealousy and selfishness displayed than when the woman was the private
PoSession of one man alone. It is also quite unlikely that they would all unite in

ing her ; some of them would he sure to take her part, and protect her in
80 of need. The general household would also be better provided, with so many

nales Working for it instead of one, and there would be much less danger of want.
#ome should fall sick, or be disabled, there would still be the others to depend upon ;
8ud, in short, a family would always be in less danger every way, that had so many

» & girl can accept or refuse any man

ana women, before marrying one or more
nds, bargain for all kinds of favors and privileges,

same traveler also assures us that
S suffered either injury or sense of de

4

he saw no reason to suppose that the
gradation in any way, and on the whole,
» considering the rudeness of society generally,
polyandria also exists, modified more or less, but

a8 a consequence of scarcity of food, the female children,
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India, Ool. McCulloch could not find a single female child ; all were killed from

scarcity of food.
A curious variety of polyandria prevails in some parts of Africa, as we learn from

recent travelers there, A woman when she marries may ally herself to her hushand
for only a portion of the time, instead of for always, and the rest of the time she is
free to go with any other man she chooses. The proportion of time she thus keeps ==
to herself depends mainly upon the dower she brings. If she be poor, her friends
can obtain perhaps only one day in the week for her, but if she be rich theywill
claim two, three, or four days, during which ber husband has no control over her
whatever, and she may do as she chooses. She must, however, be true to himen
the days in which he is legally entitled to her. i
Whether the man has equal liberty on the off days,
made in regard to the children, we are not informed.
Amongst the ancient Britons, at the time of the Roman conquest, so we are in- t
formed by Cmsar, there existed a peculiar institution, which may be called & mak" S5
rimonial club! Ten or twelve families would live together under the same roof, the =

and what arrangements are

I

husbands having all the wives in common, the children of each woman being =

fathered by the man whom she first married.
ed, being all brothers and sisters, unclesand

|
|

The members of these singular asso- =

ciations were also frequently nearly relat
nieces, and cousins of all degrees.
St. Jerome speaks of this practice as still existing in his day, and it appears t0
have lingered long even after the introduction of Christianity. f
Among the ancient Hebrews, it may be remembered, as recorded in the Bible;

man often married two or more sisters at the same time. In the Hebrides, aceonl:
ing to Solinus, a very singular custom prevailed in regard to the king. He was not
hat of his subjectsab

allowed to possess any property of his own, but conld use t
pleasure ; and this arrangement extended even to wives. He was not allowed one
of his own, but was free to associate with all those of his subjects at his pleasure
This singular rule was established to take away from him all motives for plunderng: i
and oppressing the people, because he conld never make anything by doing 80 =5
The Sultan of Morocco takes a wife from the family of every great chief inhi8
empire, and thus associates them all with him, and as the child of either oném&y
gucceed him, it prevents jealousy, and keeps them all loyal.
What is called the morganatic marriage, which oceasionally occurs amﬂng’fﬂﬂ
personages in Europe, may be called a modification of polygamy, and i8 perhaps 8
remnant of it.
The king, or other monarch, who is already married to some one of similar
to himself, also contracts another marriage with some one of lower stations Tﬁh
ie called the morganatic marriage. Both are legitimate, in the sense of both womed
being lawful wives, and taking social rank as such, but the queen only i8 the consors
of the sovereign, and her children only can succeed to the threne, those by the 0th®
wife being simple citizens, unless specially ennobled, and taking her name onlf: .
Such a marriage is not detrimental to the woman’s character. ;
The word morganatic comes from the old Gothic Morgjan, meaning Iimlwii'i'f!_
curtailed, which shows how far back the custom originated. The marriage i§ 3
called vulgarly, left-handed, but itis perfectly legitimate, only it dogs nof confer G‘Em
wife the title or fortune of her husband, nor on her children any right of sucees=s

1
!

"

as being most useless, being largely made away with. In one village in Eastern ‘
;|

11

‘}.
|
[

"
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j_‘ﬁ‘:is:?m- Notwithstanding
 “S0ctiation, Jm ,
and they were accordingly privately married, he then taking her ¢
0a
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Among the German pri

. princes, morganatic 4

centurie i : marriages have b ‘

i ts, and in fac_zt prevail even at the present day. T}?enl customary for many
nstance—the Reichsverweser of 18 y. The late Archduke Soh,

A ; : 48—married the d n
ussee, in Styria, and she was afterwards created Dncl:ez:%l;tl:;e::he A

fy | .
hi:g:i}e#zgrfgg;]gbg a:gemember ksl family can marry whom he choo, :
legitimate, unless tge mI:; nor have any claim on his property, nor are their iﬁ]; e
liament, the govereign’s magf. Was consented to by the reigu}ng sovereign, or b]- Pl‘@u
that of Parliament ﬁtemigzwnt,abemg needed before twenty-five years ol :1 am;i
?to f! standing, though it&mav rc?irv?afll-:aaiinfnntm"t‘?d without such conseg.n’t hlalls
it is no barrier 4ol an a respectable soci i
whom the ml:‘:;e:vzz Igncootl?;;r r}.:x.ar:‘]age, with such 00nsen1;f fo nn;‘;f;:] J?:Z:ixr?n.unnd
mately succeed.  George th. Fm e {mfi fortune, and whose children would ’l ]?to'n
to Mrs. Jordan, but qhg e Fourth, it is well known, was married morga t.o o=

B it tim,cs inh tg nIeI"farfhe]e&s was never known by any other nameb natically
nized what was éa]led ftzl lighlﬂnds. o n some parts of Ireland there- was
ezperimental contract w'hl"e !*“?:ld;fast. marriage! This was, in a’certain " ke
together, if they f"“ng’l s 1: 11“ as f:ormlnate.d after the parties had lived :o,fln;c;_.. an
ated if the woman did n::t tb1e:.~' did not suit each other, Sometimes it “:ﬁs tgmil.me
Was often made a hand-fast onzcg:lls :lnn;g{tltfrf promptly ; and, indeed, the mﬂrriﬂ];(;
hu.? ;:f;lt;):;:l: 2:520"?““‘;““." bound to a bar?efsxiftrl::;% that a man who desired

x red, when in Scotlan - that it w .
these marriages to be contracted with thi;1 'utrzldaetr;:uzdinc- if the wo 1
goif ¢ man became a

0] u 1

It does not a i

: ppear that this curious arrang
i?hleh i any way. Neither of the parti :
&eérl ad any, necessarily illegitimate ;
) A]o:;i by :ny subsequent marriage,

ough in a morganatic marriage, i
{ H n fh

zineoFrtesy to be a wife, still it was i~ s
sion, if she pretended to anything

as often the eustom for one of

- ement was regarded as at all discred-
tiost caste by it, nor were the children, if
on the contrary, they often took precedence

s al ages, the woman was allowed
a serious matter for her, being of inferior sta-

T .
gonsort, and s more. Nay, even if her husl
! : ave S shand ma or hi
gave her his title, she was still held to be a eriminal, and wa{s1 Bs e
s & ooner or

later made ¢
: o suffer. This was und i
i s was undoubtedly with the intention of keepi
. 1ne] 1?81;11;:’9]); line zlﬂnue. The consorts, whose children we::\f(l: l[?g }ﬂH' ik
: S/ Howe : ‘ @ heirs t
ey equal rank with the husband, but the wife only might be o(;
A most interesti d
: eresting and romantic i i8 i
o ing ‘¢ instance of this is found in the history
ﬂlﬂgshui.n?l unfg‘ tunate Agnes Bernhauer : she was the d:t-m:h’cor}::nee :‘Stor}f (')f' 4
- hei% [;fa;l) 1 lllv%i dm];m?r the fifteenth century. The Du-ke Alll)):e(z']il?min
Violent] in 1 ke Krnest of Bavaria, saw this maiden at a tonma ik b
Vit . . o
L y ove with her, as s'he did with him, he being remarkal)lye ]1;’12!]]\51 11'103
his rank, however, she would consent to no -iliticlit
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castle which he owned, where they lived together in great happiness. Ilis father, = .I

however, had formed a plan to marry Albrecht to Anna, daughter of the Duke of
Brunswick, and was highly chagrined when he heard of his connection with the
beantiful Agnes, which he resolved to bring to an end.

To effect this, he arranged a grand tournament, which his son attended. but to
which he was refused admission, on the ground that he was living with a disreputa:
ble woman, in open licentiousness. Upon this Albrecht openly proclaimed her hig
wite, but all to no purpose; he was still excluded from the lists. This so enraged
him that he proclaimed her Duchess of Bavaria, his consort, and gave her the retinus
and maintenance of a princess, with the castle of Straubing for a residence.

The poor woman seemed, however, to have a foreboding of evil, for she erected

an oratory and a tomb in a Carmelite convent, to which she nsed often to retire.

Duke William, Albrecht’s uncle, who was much attached to his nephew, took

his part, and while he lived, the couple were not molested ; but at his death, during
the absence of her husband, poor Agnes was arrested, at the order of Duke Ernest,
and executed. She was accused of sorcery ; of having bewitched Albrecht ; and
being bound hand and foot, was thrown from a bridge into the Dannbe, in the pres:
ence of the whole people. The current floated her to the side of the river, and one
of the executioners, by fastening a pole in her beautiful long hair, held her head
under the water till she was dead. '

Albrecht was so maddened by this that he took up arms against his father, and
ravaged the whole country, driving him to such extremity that the emperor, with
the other nobles, had to interfere, and finally made a truce between them ; so thab
Albrecht returned to his father’s court, and eventually married Anna of Brunswick.

To conciliate his son, Duke Ernest erected a chapel over the grave of poor Agnes;
but twelve years after,
and buried them in the tomb which she herself had erected.

In this case, if the parties had been content to regard the marriage as simply
morganatic, and the Branswick princess had been also espoused as consort, there
would have been no trouble; but the act of declaring a plebeian woman duohgs,_
and refusing in consequence to marry the Princess Anna, was an offense against
royalty not to be forgiven.

Concubinage, in conjunction with marriage, appears to have existed from the
very earliest times, and to have been viewed in different ways at different epochﬂ-
Among the ancient Romans, the marriage law was very strict, and in many
burdensome, so that free unmarried men got into the habit of forming less onerous
contracts, in the form of concubinage. This was, in fact, an agreement for permis
nent cohabitation, under certain understood regulations. The children of such
unions were not regarded as legitimate, but still were acknowledged by the f.atb@i
and no doubt by custom, both they and the mother had certain rights, and 8 rﬂmﬁ'
nized position, possibly something like the morganatic families of more modern Hmes
Even in the reign of Augustus, concubines were allowed to be taken, but
women of low position. _

The concubines we read of in the Bible and contemporary histories, weré : :
In fact, the
does not seem

bly merely slaves, with no legal rights nor any recognized position.
fistinction between the wife herself and the concubine, in this respect,
to have been very clear in those days.

Betrothment, or agreement to consummate marriage at

Albrecht removed her remains to the convent at Straubings ==

- N

e g e

gome fnture mm 3

only from .‘ﬁ 4
|

S must come gradually, or be evolved from

- ear shocking o us,
- "8 comes for them,
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onee very com : :

hands, gd en;fﬁzz:r?;ld accompanied by various observances, such as kissing, joini
B s held szu,.red g : %h]'l“gs or pieces of money broken in two Such enggz;gJ i
e tred, and those breaking tl ron : ki ements

siastical censure, but also to ] & them were subject not only to social and eccle-

_ : egal disability ,
With & previous betrothment uu{f’rzlﬁlled. I ]’t), o e e e

/ Thus H i .
with A; = Sy enry the Eighth h ;
et ;:{’*ioﬁfli:yg ci::clxanved.T invalid, on the ground that sh(l:'3 had 1?::1311:18 i
‘e betrot-hmen? (113 ;f Northumberland. Church condemnation' for I;;?;éomly
R i Sinos it :n ?L?t co;l:ne ;{(1; an end, in England, till the reign of G;grgt:
. Y e only re i . :
breach of promise—a much more {)msa:zssbm such a case is a suit for damages, for

. ut mor: i oceedi
Not unfrequently, in former times, i) -

by their pavents, even at birth, and snchyocz::ﬁrcmldmn S tmetecsrfr e

At the proper age. This custom prevails even :1?; e i
; . . . ’ m :
Are appropriated as wives without their consent, s

Our modern engagement, with its ring,
mgnt. _In‘fﬂct, in some countries it is st’i
quite l?mdmg. In Scotland a mutual bet
Amarriage, and gives equal rights,

In short, there are m :
) ny . 5
and polyandria to be any curious modifications both

( e met with, even at the present day
esta:i;lahed by caprice, or by deliberate choic-:eI 3
growth of the societies in which we find them,
ditions under which th .

with those conditions,

In fact, t iage relati
- ;ivli1§zr:;r;i;i&,e relations are constantly changing in all communities
e ot v I'EI‘H(;‘,ettled; but the changes occur so gradually and natu’mll
e ma;ﬁo:lls of the' sexes generally, that they are scarcely noticeg,
ekt ]e’ wc-)man 18 nOW, In many respects, quite different to wha;;
B a, ess even. She has been freed from many legal disabiliti
e ay' Ways, more a free agent than she used to be, e
e e to,her l::.vl';l(i‘(':’l :oﬂman can now receive and hold property of her own, and
i o Americzneb. A fc_w years ago her husband could take everyihin
e Imlm. y 8 W?mans individual rights and liberty are more ful]g
ﬁMvanmges o5 gstafu_yl other CC.bllDﬁl'j', but even here she is still under many
il but,sure] ttf) ull equal nghts and justice with man. She is howeverjr
i ¥ getting them, and in a few years they will be fully aciaorded ;
018 now placed on a more rational and just basis than it nsed to.be
2

bound togeth ither indivi
iy gether, when neither individuals nor society would suffer by their separa-

is & survival of the old custom of betroth-
Il called betrothment, and is regarded as

rothment, legally proved, is in all respects

of polygamy, monogamy,
; and these have not been
but have been evolved by the natural

even

Even in conserva-

o ?

Others, are sloy]

Others iy but surely changing in many w i

- ) | ) y ways, and m

| _";:;L-:i ver{ (htfé.re_nt from what it is now. It would beu:n gjg:;; ttn?iofmufafum're

: ¢T, 1o anticipate these changes, or to bring them about premntur?]];-
the natural progress of soei ;

ety.

e .ftltlrangements of the future, if we knew them wiul(f ig

ould cause serious evil if now establi ,

g shed. But when th

they will be as proper and as useful as our present armngement:

D8Sibly some of the marital

e e ===
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730 MARRIAGE AND THE POSITION OF WOMEN.

If the good people of a few centuries back could have seen gociety as it .is n?“;, inits
marriage relations, they would certainly have thought it fearfully deteriorated.

The manner in which men obtain wives, and the customs an.d obscrvnn.({;:sl nttenﬂ. |
ant upon marriage, are remarkably varied. Very often the difference will be grea§
vy

v ntly of the same race, with no

tween ples living close together, and apparentl) _ b

?:ason sop ef(:u- a3 can be seen, why it should be so. Probably accident or caprics
)

s
LT
-

L
fa
-

i
\

i A ———

i i i d then habit or fashien
may have established certain customs in the first instance, an

inue them. Y i "
woﬁi;i:t];llwsmlrave people, the law of battle has always prevailed, in regard fo
- (-] t)

en, as in regard to all other envied possessions, and they h_ave ]mﬁm}ﬂ been
:12: :)f ;,he chief c;usea of war among men, even wit}l:in fo-rlnpamt:;';ﬂl% :111\; ‘:z:;h t::';
Not only did men singly contend for women, but tribe 'WOfll'l* di__,
ion with nation. Even in the same community, m1 rl_c.n. y t,
gﬁ-iv:a:']izh each other for female favors, t.he.strongest and nl:nlobt1 ~bk?gll‘f;lls i;:m
the prize. Among the North Amz;rican Indxm;s, i{irrfginti 05}1{ (:1 g ;avq’ e
4 choice of women. A weak man, ys
f\.");r;haf iﬁ?ﬁﬁ? ::Eﬁ:i f)o:in some way had influence with the tribe, could never keep
r W'II'f% 'thizt?q:;?tnﬁ:ﬂr:; ?t::l) :’ngt to excel must have had an excellent eﬁ'egt 1:1 the
i sic:lzsl devélopment of the young men, and as the best among lthem WD\II] 1 np::
s d by the best among the women, it would constantly tend, by patgm s;a) eaH]_m
ffjnt-ge iriproverrlent of the race. It was, in fact, a rude way of bringing abow
iri h sexes.
Pﬂﬂslflgiflii:l:;:):;:l:.f 11:1?12 S:r less modified, prevail among o,ther sm"agerpeoplc.a, 1;’!;:
rule ;Jr;n'cr r(;corrnizéd that ““to the vietors he‘long the spoils.’ An(i m}t;\r :.;-11'13; wu::gg,
can rega;d it, S?lC]l a custom is a great step in advance (‘:':; :]1:?;& bJ:cra;use e
. more manly, and the women more » b I
It01ﬁgiintslzgn3;iry to excel in those qualities which the oth.er admlred.mn -
- The Australian, perhaps the lowest savage of u}], }}ns no idea of lelxce ai e
thing but cunning hnd brute force. He has no choice in wlo_r;:en at aOt,hI;irp ogzem -
to cgnciliate them in any way, but merely covets then{nll e s;in_s(rls éome Do
Hig custom, therefore, is to lie in ambus}:, and watch ti he "qnu e aril
another tribe isolated from her companions ; he then SI;LHT'S [;he who’le e
senseloss with a blow from his club, and carries her off-. ft;] Reds i
courtship; there is no effort to attract, nor to ple:.m;a—annmmﬂ IF e
fact, of anything of the kind. Perhaps !1& kills he'r W:lt.] ;}e - it.“.-m bé e i
Jeaves her and tries again ; and if next time he strikes less hard, it

t quite kill but only disable. . !
magl‘rllmz gzsire of the two sexes to please each other, by conduet, or by pemﬂl

. s - mor =1
adornment, is one of the first steps toward improvement, both physically and morally

ig, 1 inning of civilization. :
% l%sgnf::;hri:etl}::§:£;?inimals, as already shown, it is one of Fhe Il;ﬁellgm
means of impl-(;vemcnt, since it leads, by selection, to th‘e ]uzollniz&ziz :;)heir r

Anything which excites endeavor in. rude hu{mm bem;_r, e mprove
ment, either by the development which 1t._cau.so‘ﬁ in theu: P 1ysrtr s ot it
or by the so_fténing of manners and the inspiring of taste.

ical and mental powers:

i desire to ples
which we see in most savages, and which probably first arose from

i vilization.
or attract the other sex, has been one of the most efficient agents of civi

 that Lady Baker would be

nd the admiration of others,”
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Professor Hartz remarks that no matter how poor a man may be, or how miser-
able, he may take a pleasure in adorning himself ; and he might have added, further,
that he is all the better for it, If he have no cl

: othes, nor other personal belongings
with which to decorate himself, he paints or tattoos his bare body, and feels both
gratification and personal pride in doing so.

One philosopher has even contended
that clothes were first worn for ornament, and not for use or comfort.

Even the barbarians that lived in caves, during the reindeer epoch, probably
millions of years ago, possessed objects that were valued, in some way, for their
beauty, or singularity, and not for their utility.

The different modes of personal adornment are very curious to note. Many of
them consist, among savages, in mutilations of different parts of the body, or in de-
formities caused artificially, Nor is the tendency yet extinet even in civilized society,
for we still find that contracted waists and crushed feet are thought desirable among
ourselves, just as flattened heads and perforated noses are among the Indians,

Darwin well sums up some of the most remarkable fashions, in regard to the per-
son, in his Descent of Man: “ In one part of Africa the eyelids are colored black ; in
another, the nails are colored yellow or purple. In many places the hair is dyed of
various tints. In different countries the teeth are stained black, red, blue, efe. 3
and in the Malay archipelago it is considered shameful to have white teeth, like
those of a dog ! Not one great country can be named, from the polar regions in tha
north to New Zealand in the south, in which the aborigines do not tattoo themselves,
This practice was followed by the Jews of old, and by the ancient Britons. In Africa
some of the natives tattoo themselves, but it is a much more common practice to raise
protuberances by rubbing salt into incisions made in varions parts of the body ; and
these are considered by the inhabitants of Kordofan and Darfur to be great personal
attractions. In the Arab countries no beauty can be perfect till the cheeks or tem.
ples have been gashed. In Sonth America, as Humboldt remarks, a mother wonld

be accused of culpable indifference toward her children, if she dic

l 1 not emvloy arti-
ficial means to shape the calf of the leg, after the fashion of the country. In the old
and new worlds the

shape of the skull was formerly modified, during infancy, in the
most extraordinary manner, as is still the ease in many places, and such deformities
are considered ornamental.” Just as pinched waists and dwarfed feet are with us,

In North Africa it takes a man ten years to get his hair perfectly grown into
ghape. TIn other parts of the world all the hair s shaved off, and even the eyebrows
and eyelashes carefully picked out. On the upper Nile the natives knock out the
four front teeth, so that they may not look like brutes. Others knock ont only two,
#1d think Furopeans look disgusting with the whole set perfect. The Malays file
the front tecth to sharp points, so that they look like a saw, and some pierce holes in
them, in which they wear studs.  Omne of the African kings told Sir Samuel Baker
much improved if he would knock ont her four front teeth
nd split her upper lip.
i Flattened noses are esteemed handsome in some parts, and lips cut open so as te
Old flat broad bits of wood or bone are equally in vogue

in other parts. Rings and
Other ornaments are of conrse worn wherever they can be placed, in the ears, lips, and

DOSe especially, the ear being often made larger than the hand, and pulled down to

‘the shonlder by them.

In all these cases, the great motive is, as Darwin says, « self-adornment, vanity,

With the men of New Zealand, & most
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32 MARRIAGE AND THE POSITION OF WOMEN.

capable judge says,  to have fine tattooed faces was the great ambition of :c,he young,
buIt)h to render themselves aftractive to the ladies, and conspicuous ;n twa;.e o
Z i d by the missionaries not to ,
Some New Zealand girls, when urge - {oaA Sl ,
begg:d hard to have a few lines, so that they might not look Z00 ugly when they gok
i ’!I‘he great impelling motive to all this is exactly the same as what we call ﬁfas!:;:m
among ourselves. The foundation of it is the desire to attract and please the other
nd to outshine all rivals ! : ‘ il
SEX’PE:;g()nﬂl peculiarities which are thought disgusting by onelpggple, iret (Eousgeu?;l
i North American Indian what is #
able by others. Hearne says, ‘“ Ask a ! i k. 5
iﬁ;ﬂhe willyanswer, a broad flat face, small eyes, high cheek bo‘ne:,, three or iouu]:E brogd
black lines across each cheek, a low forehead, a large broad chin, a clumsy hook nose,
. ¥ s 4 raist.”
hide, and breasts hanging down to the wais . .

: ta%ljg Siam’ese ladies have small noses, with wide spreadmg nost:rlls, a large mouth,
with thick lips, and high broad cheek bones. Their male admirers, however, eon-
i ladies.
ider them muech more beautiful than European "
Blde(r)ne pu;culiarity of Hottentot women has been referred to elsewhere, but fshere ;:
also another, congidered by the male Hottentots to be a great m_&rk of pt?rf]fctlon. 3
C{;nsists in a most remarkable development of the posterior regions, Whlc-. aa'e1 som;;
times so large that when a woman sits down on level ground she cannot rise sur;n]lgué
up Without?aelp, unless she can push herself along to some slope. Burtonlte sthe.‘
that the Somal men, who consider this a great beauty, are accustomed tohp ace | mt
women in & straight line, all facing one way, and then pick out those who projecu

iori i handsome. .
the furthest, posteriorily, as being the mos.t . )
eIf1 there :vgre artiﬁcia,l means of increasing this development, thgy _vvoulrjij ];md:eufl_;f:
edly be adopted, and we should see it still more pronounced than 11'T is. fe I{)& -
:ance given to the largest tends, however, even now that way, by the process o
tion. ' o
sehﬁny natural peculiarity is thus apt to become desn-able{] zfnd t;) be_ tv.aln;i 11;2 rﬁl‘;
i it i Vi . t have long hair value it in )
rtion as it is developed. Those savages tha ; i ' .
E«;) its length and abundance, and not infrequently one is cho:,ent ;:122 nb;;:;%who-
o ig rivals, Those savages, on y WA
locks are longer than those of all his rivals, ' vage v
lfa.ve but 1itt1: hair, naturally affect to consider it a blemish in any a.mou_nlt, anSOd v
fully eradicate every one from their bodies. With them a perfectly hairless 3

i - ing that
the highest beauty, as among some of the New Zealand tribes, who have a saying bt

s mo wife for a hairy man! . ‘ v
ﬂw’fgc’i‘;e Afri];a.r]: chiefs have been known to remark, in regfj,rd to Europgm_lﬁlg:!
that they would be passable enough were it not for their white skms? mf. Ikigg,utj;
look like ghosts! With them a black hide is indispensable to any claim to beaut]

i : ivi ils, that
Darwin remarks, in regard to the studying of these apparently trivial detatls,

(13
find
no excuse is needed for doing so at all, for, in the words of Shopenhs:uer,0 rt;‘.‘llés o
aim of all love intrigues, be they comic or tragic, is re:f,lly of T:nonla unglzm e
all other ends in human life. What it all tmjns upon is nothing essf .
position of the next generation. It is not _the weal or vlv;oe”o y
vidual, but that of the human race to come, 'Whlch. ig here at sta he o
And this is quite true ; there is nothing more 1mpor.t-a,nt to the e
that which bears upon the association of the sexes, and its resul’cr—:t-}'.)fb ePOE, o
Mr. Windwood Reade informed Mr. Darwin that the Joloffs, a tri

therefore,
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the west coast of Africa, were remarkable for their uniformly fine appearance ; and
when a friend of his asked one of their chiefs the reason for it, he said, ¢ It is very
easily explained ; it has always been our custom to pick out our wo
and sell them.” Of course the best looking were kept, and as the
‘taken for concubines, this accounted for the fine children and future adults.  These
negroes simply applied to their own kind the same rules which they found effective
in improving their domestic animals, of which they were skillful breeders, In this
vespect they were ahead of ourselves,

It is a fact worth noting, in connection with pairing, that among animals in a
gate of nature, single couples are by no means the rule. Even when the sexes are
equal in number, or nearly so, the strongest males often appropriate a large number
of females to themselves, and the weaker males are left solitary bachelors. This i
geen in cattle, horses, seals, domestic fowls, and many others. From this it has
been argued that polygamy is natural, and is a provigion by which the strongest and
most powerful prevail, in propagation, over the feeble,

T'am not aware of any instance of polyandria among animals in a state of nature,
or one female habitually serving several males.

One curious result of communal marriages, wh

wives to all the men of the tribe, was the tracing of the descent of 4 child necessa-
rily through the mother, because the father could not be known. Every one’s an-
cestry was followed through the female line only, because in this there could be no _
doubt nor mistake.

This is the custom now, among many of our own Indi
giving name and social position to the children,
Florida, he explained this to one of our officers,

were not always named after their fathers,—
““father uncertain,” .

‘Bometimes even the mother seems to have been ignored, and the children as well
a8 the women were all tribal, each belonging to the whole community. This points
%04 time when the association of the sexes was quite promiscuous, and all interests
Were in common. It is quite easy to imagine why such g state of things must have
existed, as o necessity. When the whole tribe was in constant danger, it was the
gafest plan ; for every individual, and especially every child and woman, would be
better protected as part of the whole community, than if left to struggle alone.

There is even reason for supposing that, in some instances at least, human beings
have paired, like many animals, only for a season, or for one birth. Indeed, some
travelers assure us that arrangements of this kin
Qfriea. It so, it is evident how the
tounding conditions,

rst looking slaves
females were all

ere all the women of a tribe were

an tribes, the mother only
When Osceols was a prisoner in
who expressed surprise that children
“Mother always known,” said he;

d exist even now in some parts of
y have arisen ; not from caprice, but from sur-

It iz not to be supposed that the male, in these unions, would concern himselt

b the support and care of the children ; that would be left to the mother, who
Would also have to support and protect herself. This, however, she could not do

unless food and shelter were easily and surely obtainable. Sach an arrangement,

could only originate and continue in & state of comparative peace and
Plenty,
It §s quite probable, as before explained, that in all primitive tribes, the women
were helq in common, g0 that no man could have s wife of his own, all to himself,
i bis own tribe, It he wished one he must steal or capture her from another tribe,
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One cause of polygam i
: y should be borne in mind, as it sti i
! il prev i .
mowfuhh tI;e males of many animals, as the gorilla for iust:,ulf')e1 R o
- go]il[*i ; f’,‘;llli':ﬂes, nnfl 80 ﬁercely that the weaker males are all’ killed, or drive
¥ life. This necessarily leaves several females to each of, the mﬂ.lelsl

that survive poly Now i
survive, and hence polygamy. Now in all probability the same course would

be pursued in all small and isolated assemblages of human beings, in their rudest

;.;te d;n a fi;\lfeoi thelstrongest males killing or driving off all the feebler ones and th
g males amongst themselves. Like other customs, when ox,zce ecm:la)l-1

lished, it would be pe :
G rpetuated long after iti L Rl
B veased to exist. g after the conditions from which it originated

and then she was his private possession or slave. In all probability this was one of 5
LR ' the first ways in which wives, as private possessions, were first obtained. . '
IR 1 (L A very curious proof that all the women of a tribe were originally considered fa
ﬂ ' B belong to the tribe, is found in what was called the ezpiation of marriage! If a mans

wished to take a wife to himself, he had to pay something to the community for the
privilege, because it was considered that he was making a private possession of what

to fight for pos-

e e . s
= Ty n— .

il
i
W ':;"1”'11‘,' e
et (e
:‘“]? !:III'IMH;‘!' | “1 i _ properly belonged to all.

4l i It was probably a long time before this common right was fully abrogated, 80
that certain women would belong only to certain men ; and none be considered tle
common property of the whole tribe. Nor would this new form of marriage be.

e Pt =

regarded at all ag a step in advance, morally or otherwise, but on the contrary would
be looked upon as a dangerous and demoralizing innovation. Under the communal
gystem, according to Sir John Lubbock, instead of a woman being esteemed on age
count of reserve, or unusual continence, she received honor in proportion to the free
dom with which she bestowed her favors. And under such a condition of society
this was perfectly natural ; for that which with us now is a social crime, would then
be a publie virtue.

A curious form of polygamy formerly existed, under the feudal system, in France
and other European countries. The fendal lord, or seigneur, when one of his de-
pendents married, claimed the right to assume the husband’s place, on the firsé
night of the nuptials! And this right was both claimed and exercised, until a coms
paratively late period. Sometimes, however, the dependent, if rich, would buy off
the privilege, and sometimes it was waived as a favor.

In some parts of Africa a similar right is also asserted by the kings
so far from being resented, it is considered a mark of favor.

of tribes, and

Among the ancient Romans, if a husband admired another man, for any bodilys

him to visit his wife, so that their children

or mental quality, he would often request
lar requests were also not unknown on the

might possibly resemble his friend. Simi

part of the females.
The Spartans habitually encouraged the intercourse of their best men and womemty

and, as far as possible, made them the only propagators, without any reference t0
special marital relations.

Tn some of the countries of Palestine and Mesopotamia, it was formerly the cug-
tom for every woman, at least once in her life, to prostitute herself to any oné who
wished, in the Temple, on certain public occasions. This was, in fact, a religious
rite, which it would have been sinful to omit; but probably it was, originally, &
mere gurvival of the old communal marriage, or an assertion of the right of every
man to every woman.

At a later period the custom became modified, s
set aside, or devoted, for this purpose, and were considen
who sought their favors paid for them, and in this way t
their income. Young girls, even at the present day, are thus d
of the temples, in India and Turkey ; and we see from the Bib
was common in Palestine, even among the Hebrews themselves some

o that certain women only were:
ed sacred and holy. Thos

evoted to the gerviee
le that the custom
times, a8 We.

learn from Kings, and Hosea! These women so devoted were called Kadesh, me&mnﬁ k

pure, ot consecrated. See also in Denteronomy, where it does not say there shall be

no Kadesh, but only that they shall not be of the danghters of Jacob. (Chap xxile

va 17, 18.)

he priests derived muchof

S N submitting themselves to inspection from every

It is always a great gain for the women, i i
begin to have ideas of beauty, and to pref;;nc(?;{; I:éde R g g s
¥ Al B others. The fay
et;;jrtmgaﬁzi(:: beg"tzz ?fware of t{nen‘ power, and in various ways makz fglogfnos:;’fsf
- 1:'],—9 o p‘urchaaed or taken forcibly, they are at least cared for and
g ,Tlm wo;ue(; ;ex v:h.mbl.e property, and receive a certain degree of consid-
artificial adornments, aisds bi;‘;)trl(j;lrbr{u::;tsm:nztriveﬂgo o o v b,Y
2AN8, are thus sti * i
imi::s;i)vez,n Erulde though the attempt may be. Taste é;ﬁuzzzd:grifja?:{’;ﬁgzm
: th; v :1 ix{sttezel:y Wf)man would become an object of desire to,some man 2
B ;~0mla en (; ;11 it(llall}n ;E:aﬁe]ruoﬁ-in[l,ber’ gnq the means of living were ea;sily
¢ Jargain in marriage, as doi
il many parts of the world at the present da:rn Many Yk A
. ; at thy y. Many of the marria S i
mg;lm t?nnzotlii ;t:lieoirlbc.s, 11‘1 widely scparat?d places, illustrate thige\-zgft‘t?liwhxch
et : \j..qlﬂliltl ‘am?ng our ;\ort-hern Indians, who repeatedly left her
¢ & dline :ib . bt lo'»qr ; nor was it considered anything more than the
e ;;0 ;,;r a eaaF a prn‘llegc._ And among the Charruas, in South Amer-
oy Amo;“ i Li?’ & woman can dllvorcc herself when she chooses, and mar
i i t,eme f;;pones, nlt-hc.mg.h girls are usually bought from their pa,rentl.;y
< fm;n hj;n Z :mnrg ttl;leeb}z:;iun is made, éh.ey C;ften reject the husband and ru!;
e, i m. Sé;i(;mans, and in Terra del Fuego, it is the same.
o . : ¢ the woman he wishes for a wife, |
f.:]t:]:ii}d;ﬁ:(-l lt;nl;]e h.erbto his hfms? ; but if she does not like him, ;hg:::;e;\lff;
e Tm-t;;r ‘,ﬁ‘l sere | fa no 01)](3-(?t]0n, she stays, and that is marriage. When a
B, 11 o catces e, sho i it ot
. » 8he is his wife, but if not, she is free: F
:lf;dg]l;z ‘(‘Jll:]:isé W hr} ]WEIS much with them, that he never knew of a girLI L:}?]g :ailgll;i
i s(;m lfe Iz}mme custom prevails among the Koraks of Northern Central
. ];e.ol 'L 1_e Malays. In e.uch place the same tale is told—that when
o incthz)se s;;tz ay fs h;;mse she w:sh.ed to be,
en i they Ohjec]t‘w t}i A rl;:a where g?lrls fre })oughb from their parents, and
B it o th wushands, they obtain, in some way or other, a certain
o -0 choice or I'efus_ﬂ] 3 for we are told that very ugly men, even if
2 get wives at all. The girls also, before they are betrot.héd, insist upon

8 their Y " point of view, and showi
i paces, No doubt those who are not desired hear such comments frou‘lv g:f
¢ ]

h her, she always having a cer-

P SNeting fair ones, that thei i
f at their ardor for them is effectually cooled. Sometimes the

Women ¢
hemselves propose to the men, and quite commonly they run off with a

» Wored lover, rather than accept a husband they do not like.




