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652 VITAL AND ORGANIO DISEASES.

It is generally considered that the single hydatids, with the claw, are living single-
celled beings, and those in bunches aggregated cells. It is cerfain that mmj-d
them, when expelled from the womb or vagina, will move in warm water, and
apparently live for some time after, but others again shrivel up immediately they
are separated from the body. Their nature will be better understood by referringto
the previons chapters on cell growth, and on the development of parasites.

The causes that give rise to these morbid growths are very obscure ; probably W
might enumerate most of those that have a tendency to irritate, excite, and disease
the uterine organs.

The symptoms of hydatids also are not at all distivetive. Most usually they am
taken for those of pregnancy, hydrometra, or metritis. The enlargement of theabdos
men which they canse will sometimes be as great as that at the full period of gesti
tion, or even greater; but does not take place so rapidly, and is unaccompanied by
any movements like those of the child. The breasts will swell, however, and the
menses usaally stop, which makes the female think she is certainly pregnant
particularly when she becomes sick at the stomach, and nervous, as is usually the
case. :
These symptoms may continue for a long time, and muy even remit with periods
of perfect ease, till at last the hydatids are suddenly discharged, their expulsion
being often preceded and accompanied by pains and floodings, so similar to those of
child-birth, that the woman cannot be persuaded she is not really & mother, till the
morbid mass is shown to her. Sometimes the whole mass will come away at once,
like a large bunch of grapes, and at others, portions will come at intervals. 'When
all the hydatids are removed she usually recovers her health, and may suffer no after
inconvenience ; the disease being seldom serious in its results. :

Some kinds of hydatids are found to exist in the unmarried state, but most usis X

ally they are found in the married, and, in many cases are probably connected
with an imperfect conception. Frequently they are found along with a blighh}l-
fotus, and very often the duration of their development, and the period of their
expulsion, occupy & definite time, like a real conception. In general, they are es-
pelled about the seventh month ; but gometimes they remain till the twelfth or four
teenth. The expulsion is usually followed by a lochial discharge, swelling of th&
breasts, or even milk fever, the same as a real birth. .
When the hydatids are retained too long, severe symptoms may arise,‘snch?
flooding, swelling of the limbs and face, with general emaciation, and fainting
that may even terminate fatally ; but this is seldom the case. -
No precise directions can be given as to the treatment of these cases, becanse We
never can be sure that hydatids exist, till we see them expelled. The same -
treatment recommended for metritis, may be adopted to relieve urgent symptoms
and means may be taken to bring on the expulsion if we are gatisfied that the hyds-
tids are there ; but it must always be recollected that there may be a real WW’
g0 that no such means sliould be resorted to unless there is an absolute w‘fm’ﬂ 8
to their existence.

I once saw a case of a lady who had been supposed pregn

ant, and who Wl“‘??"
ally attended for labor, from whose womb was expelled a small pailful of hydaut®

after which ehe perfectly recovered. : 0l s
The single hydatids, with claws, may exist either in the womb, or in the VAEES
even near to the external lips. Their origin is enveloped in complete mysterfe -

Womb in the one, and in on
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Dr. Ryan gives us the f i
ollowin i in hi
B g account of hydatid tumors in his Gynaco-
“ Another kind of tumor which freq
uently attacks the womb, i !
. ; } , 18 the % ‘
i;‘::;;zzlli fobsssrred, 1n consequence of destruction of the feetus, in theeeiflia;:d. thl‘t
L )r:;em[‘mrt c;)f the placenta after delivery, or abortion. Th:"re le‘le. ™
“dlagnfor mrml ﬁm ;), Snﬁcongquent!y the disease is often mistaken for pregnan r:fo
& mmsp;md Wifr] :th ections already described. The size of the wmfll: dc-”
A1 the supposed period of pre i -
e il pregnaney, and there is i
g:;s:o;n];n’%ﬂ{:;;?mvef: In some cases, the health does ;mt guffer. I 1?:1}1-:31};::11; S
ot ag o d;-:lc,mei::stfog Ifou{ttf;.en jée}::m, and during the greater part of the t‘i‘;zea
! . ang of health. This case was mistaken for 1 . ,
| ; : . 8 I pre 7, by £
;ﬂ;ﬁ -z:ed(;t;?il‘_men, }(liunng.the penod ; indeed, one of them sat u}lwl ffﬁ?li]c::] lz}' £
i 0fg conr;{;ry!;ot (;2 ?tennc pains were go severe ; and yet there was no przc:n:nex-
, - witf, - elivery took place. This woman in eight years after\m:dq CF,
dattach kdat'ds _}1 erine pains, fu!l_v as severe as those of labor, and expelled e
ydatids, with a large quantity of water ; she dischar ed,n "Pe~ S
B ged some pints, mixed with

e . :
When the orifice of the organ is enlarged, and the tumor extensive, the hand

may be intr 1

of {he v:z:rllzd-ulifi :ﬁi‘znl)edlrg tllojl)rbo s8 of expulsion, and to excite the contractions

: )y X should on ) Teso ; '

urgent symptoms, § e resorted. to in case of hemorrhage, or other
“ . '

ﬁsexi?;:jz ]ibogéetllmrrillf pain, fever, and constitational disturbance during, or aft

lﬁﬁtsym e 1e }yda-tl'ds 3 in the case that I have just described thegr,nost v'er

&é, thepnsu .s]o- pm_lt.omtxs set in, and nearly destroyed the patient, In such d’,O-

rion fora 1Ic-mlmhcs are to be employed. The expulsion of hydatids has b{f

. abortion, even by the justly celebrated Dr. Cullen . Dr. Hami )

i his lectures, that one of his father’s patients bheing .ill I.)r g

] e ) o .

o C. was
a : : : 118 opinion was the
QR e of ot glll?g domestic happiness in that family ever afterwards, ag
o ] and had lived separately for two years, On Dr, Alexande H ket
_ l";itmum;, 1@ declared the bodies expelled were hydatids ﬁnd g,
e ; D,u uft .the parties were never after happy. Dr. I-[rimilton also mentioned
o . w}l;n }m:]s practitioner wrote to him concerning a wonderful ;zqse wh]sn
i ,u;m ;:J;)!rted. expelled seventeen ova; of course these were ilvdatli‘z:
mnlﬂ& e hcr)?]ie‘ 5 he size of a pea to that of an ox’s bladder; they are usuall
e o 5 omposed of a membrane which surrounds a quantity of fluid g
A g resemblance to the ovam in the early months of ges ) o
(SR s but one hydatid ; at other times of
may be attached to each
Other. Thero is a living

that there was no

: tation. Sometimes
there will be several, of vari izes ;
ofhor, like' bur}chcs of grapes, or incl uggg%ﬁ:jﬁ;;j&i};
kil P o 1:1111!11121.1 ﬁoatlpg in the center of each hydatid. Though the
e .. ’ l e']e; a.El~ arge s in th(? lagt months of pregnancy, yet there will
o S]i‘ i : e _remts will be ﬁat_smd, and no child can be discovered. There
R gi: pain ; but Fhem will be indistinet fluctnation in most case
| guish this compialrllt from' ovarian dropsy; the swelling being in thst;
g g e side in the other, . &
- eentjn‘ on of the complaint varies very considerably. I have observed the
. ue for fourteen years ; I have seen it so early as the tenth year. The
1arge of water from the vagina when a hydatid bur;ts; and tl::
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654 VITAL AND ORGANIC DISEASES.
imini : Clarke knewa
he abdomen will become sudden.ly dlmml?hed. Dl..John . e
E;;Otrﬁhz; this happened, while sitting in an ez?tmgl—}m:fe\: .:,{Lnftt‘le:haenl;t:urﬁin ﬂ;
uged the floor. This disease usually termma-tes‘m this ' d']’ a e mm&
:gl t exertion. It has been attempted to Temove the ﬂu-lrl 1 mmg ﬂmﬂm
:h(; ?oml;, but that is a very doubtful operation },1 2%?“%;:; Ot::l;ﬁsee] élfli):; mm
' 2 ; that of every ched
h)'datifl, thiismi :f :J)II‘] ;1?ti;i$se;i:;‘?t;i:lb\:'littliout much pain. Hildanus me:nti@i
flomz't:srg e(ff ;e“foimn who supposed herself pregnant; but, dum -7:.0:*1’-;; ;m?,;
h:;eret, a sudden inundation swept away all her 110&1?5. fIS 12;;10 ;{;E?e z; e ;m
thirty, who, during menstruation, expelled a DIII?J L.l.'dO Rrophiete=
o ﬁ“?- B i‘v\fl:t:;or;lllg}fg:lfrsol’11 tl?e i:lladxicr. There is &
r ied by a discharge of water, _ .
ﬂ'l“'{ll} 5‘ q;clz]?el-)gaolxilhl‘:v{:t%r Wfllson, in one of the ea'rIy numbers of. the Ed::hnrgh
}mcli ::zlc(:ommwziar-z'ea: vol. iii., p. 36. This disease is often combined Wi ptg
nailt;\', or with a mole, and mrel;;’ a]‘{;c}'ars ixlone. 1?Zogg::leilcn?%rei):gwm
injection of some hit_tor infusion into the uterus, as .1. R ;x]m]Sion 2
v 1 by means of the patent syringe. :
E:‘}';ecfi;cﬂbci:il(:ca?(;plﬂsel:t?ebgontrnction or pain p]:esent., some tllll-llli t[.le L:rgo:dof mry;
might be used with great advantage, by i'ncreasmg utermc} conIh} ag.;olr:c; natojd 0
pr5bub]y expelling the whole of th({ h_\_'t(‘;atilfls ]irf]n:] tﬁﬁdw?:;:ght ;“—av o
case where the obstetrician introduce s hand, a B 1 G
. Very early in my practice, I was requested to tap a gl
Zillgscwig)fsg cnesiites\, C;.T\?iderag fluctuation, tense ulfdomcn, on the p-.;iszsgi{;f m
m’nerous veins were evident. To my great astumslmlent,l no more e
::f fluid escaped, thongh the canula was clear, and the ﬂtlc'funtto}tl ‘)i[_]l::t-idq' Wh;n .
was decidedly a case of ovarian or sa.culated dropsy, or pc—*.lhapani)b ranm;s ol
bear in mind that hydatids are vesicles, fo.rmcd of a thin me- e st
with serum ; sometimes cemented togethe'r in the fm:m of a gr.c? divigi{;n e
ing by one or more pedicels ; sometimes dleI.‘lbll‘tEd into separate ) ﬂui:i oy
ilibﬁer"cnt pedicels, which may be filled with limpid, turlnélf or pulju'er from’theaile
readily conceive how the perforation of one of these, whn;humn'{ d\ lf:vyn s
of a millet seed to that of an inﬂated](}:"s bladd.{e]r,nr:ta]};f; lfCho:; ;n]i]’;ishcd, e e
i o d yet that the abdominal tumor wi : orii
?&sact]i‘:;b;’il?ien{uin very evident. This disease was dcscr&hed tl;f'eﬂ];;:; b ;
Restoring the healthy state of the womb: and C]E&;li?% mol-}f,id e
with injections, usually prevents any further increase of these g

CALOULUS, OR STONE IN THE WOMB AND VAGINA.

Very few people have ever heard of such a dls.ease as this, fmd tIl 11::;}:1 )

but the mention of it will excite considerable surprise. In ]o;km;,: tled : i Thae
books and periodicals, however, many cases of it may be found narrated,
: ainly seen two myself. : _ oo Fiom
cert’j‘.‘!}?o)bodv called the stone is sometimes hard and brittle, exaftly };111:; e: f:‘;s _
the hladder: with which it might readily be c.onfgunded ; at ot 1e}:£uati0n s o malh
like bone or chalk. The origin of these bodies in so sfimfnge at;le- s i

l I l se i in: 7 be formed from passing

ispute ; some of those in the vagina may : s
;ES ?1122& 'in the womb are most probably derived from a crystallizing saline
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matters which naturally exist in the secretions of the parts, or from their incrusta-

tion round a tumor or hydatid. In cases of extra uterine pregnancy also, small
pieces of bone may pass down the Fallopian tube, and form a nucleus.
gotten pessaries or other foreign bodies which are often introduced into
for various purposes.

These calculi may exist during the whole of a person’s life without causing any
great inconvenience. They have frequently beéen found in the womb, or imbedded
n its walls, in making dissections, In some cases, however, they produce the most

violent inflammation, and all the symptoms that usually accompany polypus, or even
abscess, or mortification,

If we are satisfied that one exists, by feeling it with
with a pair of proper forceps, and so removed.
large, either to cut the os tinem, to allow of its
into emall pieces. The oceasional necessity
we reflect that nterine calculi have been found from the size of a pea to that of a
child’s head, and weighing from a few grains up to four or five pounds. One
gives us an instance where he removed Jorty-two small stones from the womb,

The natural power of the uterus itself will frequently expel these unnatural sub-
stances, and, when we are satisfied they exist, we may, if they are not too large, ad-
vantageously assist its contractile tendency.

In one of the cases which I saw, the stone was ex
and caused a sensation like the passage of a large clo
Pea, and brittle as glass. The symptoms arisin
sufficient to indicate that some foreign body w
10 be & small tumor,

So may for-
the vagina,

a sound, it must be grasped

It may even be necessary, if it be
passage, or to break the stone itself
for these operations will be evident, when

surgeon

pelled along with the menses,
t. It was abont as large as a
g from it had been very slight, but
as in the womb, which was supposed

INFLAMMATION OF THE OVARIES AND FALLOPIAN TUBES,

Allthe appendages of the uterus are liable to inflammation, the same as that organ

»8nd in many cases it is extremely difficult to tell in what part the diseased
Hetion really exists, till the discharge of the morbific matter oceurs,

The canses that lead to inflammation of the ovaries and tubes are, probably, the

Bime a8 those that produce metritis. Tt appears, however, from observation, that

ged menstruation, or ezcessive excitement, is more apt to inflame the ovary than

the womb. And so are long-continued attacks of hysteria, and the use of forcing

Medicines, or those intended to produce certain feelings, The important part which

® ovaries fulfill, in the secretion of the menses, and in the process of conception,

B them constantly active, and therefore peculiarly liable to these causes of dis-

Hirbance, Inflammation of the ovaries, called ovaritis, is also more likely to attack
08 persons of certain temperaments, unless they exereise great control.

The S§ymptoms of ovaritis are, burning pain in the groin, which darts all over the
“omen, down the thighs, and into the loins: a diffieulty in passing the urine, or
"’ﬂ‘fing the bowels, sickness, fever, thirst, general depression and restlessness, with
Bide and weakness of the limbs, A small round swelling appears in the groin,
0 each groin if both ovaries are inflamed, and gradually extends over the whole
FROmEn, which becomes hot and tender to the touch, and ev
986 the slightest pressure upon it w

lower limbs, These sympto

entually so sensitive
ill cause sympathetic spasms, and convulgions,
ms of course vary according to the inténsity of
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658 VITAL AND ORGANIC DISEASES. .

the attack, and the extent of the inflammation, which may cither be confined totha
ovary, or tube, or extend to the uterns, or other parts. - '
Inflammation of the Fallopian tubes is oha.ra.cbenzefl by a}most premse']y gl
symptoms, so that we cannot distinguish it irom. ovaritis ; this, however, is of
consequence, as nearly the same treatment is indzcateq for both.‘ . _
An ovaritis may subside, like any other inflammation, z.md either dlsapp.»ear
gether, in about eight or ten days, or pass into the chronic form. When it o
nes the result is similar to that of metritis; suppuration ensues, and an'u.bscass
usnally about the twelfth or fourteenth day. This is indicated by chills and.
Jangnid circulation, and acute throbbing pain in the tumor. The pus even ua
makes an opening and is discharged, either through the walls qf the abdomen, ee
into the rectam, bladder, or peritoneal cavity, or down the tubes into the Womb. Bt |
vagina. After this discharge the patient may recover. Ver‘y freqlnently, how over,
the termination is lamentably different ; symptoms set in precisely like those_of puer-
peral fever; the whole of the organs in the pelvis and abdomen become.mbegm <
inflamed, their functions cease, fever and delirium supervene, and a fatal issue soon
m‘:ﬁ:en it passes into the chronic form the symptoms gradually subside, though &)
they remain always subject to sudden increase, from El.lght causes, and the S’WM 1
may eventually disappear. More frequently, however, it becomes pe}'manently hgﬁ.‘_
ened, or gangrened, or cancerous. It is seldom that any of these diseased mw,! £
cured. They may remain, however, for years before they wear the sufferer out, W;,' |
sometimes they cause death very suddenly. AL I g; |
The treatment of ovaritis, in the acute stage, is gimilar to th?.t of metritis. a
cooling, unstimulating diet—diluent and acidulated drinks—poultices and leeches rﬂ‘*-__- :
the swelling—warm baths, and injections of po?py-l}eads, or sli,a.rch.and laudmm f
purgatives—and absolute rest. Plentiful bleeding is almost mvama-bly resorﬁed:gd -
and, if the inflammation cannot be made to subside by other means, it may be &d gl
ut should be avoided if possible. o
nblel’flgn spite of all these meanp:San abscess forms, it must be opened, when npqi..df. d
the safest and most convenient point, and when all is discharged the 'WOlllld. mﬂﬁm 3
encouraged to heal. If gangrene, or cancer, arises, the treatment will of course P&

he same as for those diseases when in other parts. : A
t When ovaritis becomes chronic, we must endeavor to draw o.ﬁ the mﬂamm!m -8
by making increased action elsewhere ; this is called the ?'evuls_we. treatments M 1
this purpose we may employ blisters, or setons, or stimu}atmg frictions, .to the m 3
Joins, and inside of the thighs. The ointment of hydriodate of potash is exmdmﬂ:_ _
rab over the ovary. Injections of landanum and starch will also assist, G 655 i
sional enemas, of starch alone. The bowels must be kept free, and t}{e dle_t ngie =
attended to. Perfect rest must be observed in everything. 'I.n Con]Elﬂctlon -
these means, we may advantageously employ alterative medicines, ml_ngml Mﬁr 1
particularly those containing iodine, and sea bathing. Warm clothing Ill; ey "5 .
worn, and care taken against catching cold. The result of this tl:eatments s
rigidly persisted in, is a perfect cure, in many cases, but the duration of the diSesS ‘
is always uncertain. o
The operation of cufting out the diseased ovary has frequently been ' ;
but is now pretty generally condemned by the most eminent surgeons Itis

by statistics that nearly one kalf of those operated upon die of the operation

B8 neither pain nor inconvenience, of any note,

s
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those who recover, it is questionable whether life is prolonged much, i '
‘what it' would have been without it! The npemgon is;gin short: ;f ifl:ajlr"fli)le{;);ed
uncertain as to the sligntest good, and frequently attended by accidents of the mos;
- unlooked-for and serious character. The patient’s chance is, in my opinion, in most
(oases, better without it than with it. 3

Itis pe.rhaps advisable to remark, in conclusion, that in some forms of ovarian
'i_ﬁﬂhmmatlon, the patient is subject to an intense degree of excitement, which sets
Iﬂmlf-control at defiance, and leads to moral consequences that would never have
been dreamt of in a state of health. As I have already remarked, moral evils more
frequently arise from physical diseases than many persc;ns suspect.

DROPSY OF THE OVARIES AND FALLOPIAN TUBES.

This disease ?xhibits itself in the form of an accumulation of flnid in one, or
both of the- ovaries, or tubes. It is sometimes contained in one vesicle, or bag :md
Mmes In several, either associated together, or each one distinct by itself. b,’l‘his
;-_iu.xd, or wa‘ter as it is termed, is sometimes clear and colorless, and at other times
ﬁlekand slimy, and oceasionally it is reddish, or like coffee grounds. The quantity
may vary from' l}alf a pint, or less, to five or siz gallons, or more. It may be secreted
m large quantities in a very short time, or years may elapse before sufficient is acen-

mulated to occasion inconvenience, The dropsy may also be attended by considerable

constitutional derangement, or the patient may not be at all i
const] ‘ at all incommod 5
the size of the tumor. » pordhreiyss

I knew one case where the patient had y
nea‘dy twelve years, that she could searcely force heI:'self t-hrongl‘[:e:s z?'dsiztellr]yﬂtli’oz:t
Wiy, and yet enjoyed tolerable health all the time. The causes of this disease are
?ni.very w:ell understood, though it is generally supposed to result from previous
m#;mmatlon. There is little doubt, however, but that it may arise independently
from the same canses that produce ovaritis, and from various injuries.

The earliest symptoms of ovarian dropsy are also very obscure, In general there
- and what is experienced is very apt
:;in taken for the results of pregnancy, particularly as t-herepi(:; usually a si!zlilgr
Belling of the abdomen and breasts, suppression of the menses, sickness, and ca-

Pricious appetite.  Both patient and physician are often deceived by these signs,

- *h6gradual increase of the tumor in the groin, however, after- the usnal period of

: -Mon i8 passed, and the oceurrence of a deep-seated permanent pain in the same
- Part, soon create suspicion of the truth. This tumor is in most cases movable, but

- Mokalways, and may be years before its size is moticeable. Sometimes it feels 1n

P8, and is painful, at others it is perfectly smooth, and may be pressed withont

b __'Mégeﬁ;lg any suffering.  Generally it projects more on the one side than the other,
8 over when the female lies on the opposite side, but when both ovaries are

Slected, bo‘th sides appear the same. It never however projects at front like a preg-
T, or like the engorged womb. As already remarked an ovarian dropsy may not
% “¥ compromise the health, at least not for a long time, but, as a general rule
61838 more or less troubl i ; ' ;
e rouble occasioned by it. The enlarged tumor, for instance,
M ses Presses on‘the intestines, bladder, and stomach, and impedes their fune-
Producing costiveness, difficulty in urinating, and sickness, It is also lLable
lace the womb, and produce anteversion, or retroversion, or prolapsus, The

also feels a severe pulling and dragging, when she stands or when she lies on
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her side, and sometimes suffers from difficulty of breathing, owing to pressure onfhe
digphragm. Various other symptoms, too numerous to mention, are met within
different cases.

Some authors consider this disease as always the result of a cancerous condition
of the ovary, and if it be so, it is probably the most favorable form in which the eans
cer could exhibit itself. Both the mode, and the time of its termination, are 8o un-
certain that little can be said about them. Patients have lived to be sixty or seventy
years of age, who have had dropsy of the ovary most of their lives. Sometimesthe
eyst, or bag, will burst, and the fluid will then either be absorbed, or escape through
some of the passages, or perhaps produce peritoneal inflammation. The pressure on
the different organs may also lead to other kinds of inflammation, and a fatalres
gult may thus be brought about. General dropsy is also likely to be produced, and
various forms of cancer or gangrene. In short, though some escape death, and eves
severe suffering, for many years, the disease has nearly always & fatal termination,
sooner or later. Those who are cured, either spontaneonsly or by medical treatment,
are extremely fortunate, and considering how prevalent the disease is, their number
is fearfully small.

Medical men are but little agreed as to the best treatment in ovarian dropsy;
each one usually adopting a plan of his own, and for the most part merely as anexs
periment. Almost every drug in the pharmacopeeia has been used—all kinds of baths,
blisters, pressure, firing, puncture,—and a host of other means, all of which have
been adopted, praised, condemned, and abandoned, in their turn. It is probable
that each of these plans may be useful under certain circumstances, and that no gel
oral treatment can be advised that will suit all cases, excepting such as improves the
health, and removes any irritating caunses that may exist.

As a last resort, when medical treatment fails, either of two operations may be
performed ; that of tapping, or cutting out the ovary, and, unfortunately, the sues
cess hitherto attending both of them has been so small that neither scems to be jus:
tified by the result.

The operation of tapping is, in fact, scarcely considered as a means of cure, bl.l‘
merely as a means of relieving the patient for a time, when the accumulation of fluid
has become very great. In many cases the tapping is followed by immediate death,
and in many others it undoubtedly shortens life, though it may occasionally prolong
it. In the ** Philosophical Transactions” is an account of a case of dropsy W
the woman was tapped one hundred and fifty-five times, and as much as five th
soven Tundred and twenty pints of fluid drawn off 1 It is supposed that life was thus
prolonged several years. Many other such cases are on record. :

Sometimes, after the fluid is evacuated, an astringent injection is thrownt m:?"
stop any further secretion, and in some cases, it is stated, successfully, though 8
others with the most alarming results. There are many circumstances, i ghort,

that make the operation altogether inadmissible, and some of them cannot be for®
geen.

The removal of the ovary is, probably, a still more objectionabl
The results of it for simple induration have been alluded to elsewhere, 81t
sufficient to say that it is no more suceessful for this disease than the other.
are cured by it, and many die from it. On the whole, the opinion of that
brated surgeon, John Hunter, is probably near the truth, that patients @
bly live longer if they were not meddled with.

@ expeﬁmmﬁ'
d it 18
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causes as dropsy
emarks, however,

1 i)row ?[ the Fallopian tubes apparent] y results from the same
the ovary, and can seldom be distinguished from it. The L
88 to treatment, apply to both. ey
Besides these accumulation i
: se 1 3 of fluid, howev
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l
i ‘Lﬁ il L ' severe disappointment, cause instant suppression, and such vivid emotions as anger,
'lu i “ul of LR i jealousy, or excessive joy will also undoubtedly do the same. Even frightful dreams
008 8 TR L A ek have had this effect, or the sudden start from hearing a clap of thunder, or the firing
i e '

i bl |

of a cannon.

~ In addition to all these there must further be mentioned many of the different
t\uh il ' diseases, displacements, and improper developments of the uterine organs, alread_y
‘“jm . described—some of them having a morbid effect, and others merely opposing mechani-
Iih R 1 : eal obstructions, _
‘ '6-” AN CHAPTER LY. The symptoms and effects of suppression, or non appearance, are numerous and

, offen serious, and may be either local or general. Among the local symptoms are
“ ‘}" , THE FEMALE ORGANS, AND OF THE poins and dragging feelings in the loins and groins, with a sensation of weight in the
VAT T T OF THE FUNCTIONS OF e 4

, ‘ ERANGEMENT
l‘” AN A NERVES,
il 1 THIRY |

pelvis, and great weakness in the limbs. Sometimes there is also inflammation of
the external parts and a peculiar exciteme
sively annoying, or leads to vicious habits.
The general symptoms are much modified by individual peculiarities, though
there are some of them pretty constant in most cases. Thus, we nearly always
' aF ce. and will solely engage our attention in £ observe a‘feebleness and languor of the system, and the loss of that JSreshness which
eases require special and distinct noucc',t t them are connected with the processel characterizes hf}ﬂlthy youth, Th_e eyes be_co‘me dull and SLII'IZOIlnt‘li'd by a dark circle, IR B
present chapter. The most mfPOrtau '(l)' h have already been explained. the_hea.rt Palp}ta.tes, the breﬂtlung is difficult, the l?ead 18 dizzy, or constantly u!wlii ‘||uf:ll¥.;i ‘
menstruation, the nature and objects of which hs ) A aching, pains like those of rheumatism dart about the limbs, and severe cramps often 4 “r\ it
fecor in various parts of the body. The mind and feelings also suffer, so that the i
patient is dull, impatient, irritable, and melancholy, and so acutely sensitive that the
tlightest disappointment or contradiction will make her weep. Some, of peculiar
lemperaments, on the contrary, are singularly excited. They will be continually
moving about, though they have no particular reason for doing so, and impatiently
Sl sos mav be mentioned certain peculiarities of. tem- #eek every kind of amusemcgt and gay society. I have known some of these paf:ient.i
Among the constitutional causes Il1 , sanquine, which disposes to congestion of _ &ven become ungovernably impetuous and so disposed to activity that the ordinary
plimclll'] ;nt, 8:1 g aisﬂiiﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁiﬁfﬂftﬁe'sifia f:;;m the nterus. This is generally \quiet female occupations were irksome to them.
the different organs, Sy

nt, which becomes, in some cases, exces-

i . | .
IW‘ i | ition t 1formation, imperfect development, displacement, n})d organio
j “ scaseIN o v o li eranged in their functions, either
il | i the female organs are also liable to become derangec e e
- re;ult of some other diseases, or from independent causes. These func dis-
as a §

£ A, O = LA . ENSES.
)

i > it
The menstrual discharge may either stop after it has once commenced, or it may
fail toilppur at all. and the causes that lead to this suppression, or non-appearance;
ai ar at all, :
may be either constitutional, or accidental.
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' 1 xion, and great activity. The Iym.phatw tem-

i b)'_a fl‘llu' ]1113 !Z‘:lt;rg 0!:::)7012? gll'gat fullness of form, but accf’mpamed hyaf;hﬁ
%emg]'e’uhl%g-:zi;i to motion, andL glow pulse. A serofulous tafrz{ app;ifm‘ﬁ
L g l 16 way, and hence we often see scrofulous girls, and -
oy m‘l tw} “‘a: tem y’raments, much later than others in commencing ::nomb
i’:th:;e(}f ix\]s]zrfr‘the uc[(;dnntal causes may be mentioned all t.]:ose gllF}; g; 2
;hr: general heul;h, such as living in a ('lnmp sitnation, nfot 1_)012;;951; zlxec b
to tﬁe sun and air, improper or insufficient foo_d_. want o c;\e(rr “The o
and depression or over excitement of the mind and fee 31::_3?;0]11 e et
lencorrheea, before puberty, is very apt to prevent the m]s]m-’;b- e particulﬂll!
this is oftener the case than is snspectt-d._ ‘Sudden‘ (j‘o j:utq ;ll.d b prse
mentioned, and the action of strong medicines. Even scents,

in general are supposed by many to have :

Haller especially alludes to the smell of. pennyroyal »
ing the menstrual flow. Many other diseases undoubte '\«i,,lc .
increased action they produce elsewhere, fmd so, I am convin
by the excitement it keeps up in the brain. o yhen alne il

All these various causes may of course suppress the 1ow,

ag well as prevent its appearance. . i ghty oF
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as having the effect of p

d, will excessive study

Many times I have known the receipt of some bad news,

. . y le 1
an injurions influence. The ce

se amenorrheea, bY W

These symptoms may continue for a considerable time, or they may be speedily
followed by more severe ones, particularly by inflammation. Most usuall ¥, however,
they are succecded by leucorrheea, dropsy, diarrheea, nervousness, convulsions, epi-
lepsy, St. Vitus dance (chorea), or delirium. The flesh wastes away, or hangs flaceid
o the hones, the skin is cold and sallow in its color, and the whole system seems to
#pidly decay. Eventually, the abdomen enlarges, the breasts swell, the stomach
sickens, the appetite disappears, or becomes capricious, and a sensation of discomfort

migery creeps over the sufferer, till she almost loathes existence.

When the suppression occurs suddenly, the female often feels many of these symp-
foms at once, and very acutely. Thus, some will suffer instantly from a dragging,
Yearing-down sensation, or from pain in the back, while others will be seized with
; he and giddiness, or even faint away ; others will be attacked with leucorrheea,
di hesa, or inability to pass the urine, and others, again, will be taken with a chill
and fever,

One of the most singular cousequences of suppressed menstruation, however, is
S appearance of another discharge in some other part of the body, which apparently

W a certain extent, as a substitute. The leucorrhema, and diarrheea, already
werred to, act in this way to a certain extent ; but what we have more especial
0ce to at present are, hemorrhages, or discharges of blood, from various parts
of the body. These have been known to occur from the nose, the ears, the bowels,
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the nipple, the bladder, the armpits, under the nails, from ulecers or other sores,
and from the gums or teeth. Sometimes these discharges will occur with the & '
regularity as the real one ought to do, and really answer for it ; but at other timest
are irregular, or almost constant. .

Lastly, we may mention, as some of the ultimate consequences of supp
hydrometra, engorgement, gangrene and cancer of the womb, with various e
affections in other parts, and insanity. _

In commencing to treat amenorrheea, the greatest care and circumspection i§
quired. It may be merely a consequence of some other disease, the removal of ¥
is all that is required to effect a cure. Thus it is produced by disease in the stom:
the heart, and the spine, and by consumption. It may also be occasioned merely
a closing of the natural passages, as in imperforate hymen, or closed vagina, and
of course these only require opening ; and Jastly it may be the result of preg
which the patient is either unaware of, or wishes to conceal. The practitioner n
therefore, use the greatest precaution, so that he do mo injury, either from hisows
inadvertence, or from the criminal deception of his patient.

It must also be borne in mind that some females are much later than others, and
that some, again, stop much sooner, from natural canses, There must, therefore,
be no hurry in prescribing, unless derangement in the general health indicates if8
immediate necessity. Again, in many cases, & considerable time elapses after #he=

first one or two periods before another occurs, and withont any ill effects. I’m"‘ " |

known the interval between the first and second period be extended to more than

twelve months. This is apt to be the case when puberty commences unusuallyearly, |
When we are satisfied that the amenorrheea is really due to some morbid oandl%"' -

and not to any of the above causes, a careful study must be made of the mﬁﬁ E

constitution, habits, and mode.of life, before judicious treatment can he reco

Very frequently nothing more is required than a proper attention to the ge
health, particularly in those of 8 weakly constitution, or lymphatic temperament, &
in those who have been prostrated by a former sickness. In such cases, the ha

results often follow a change of air and the adoption of a nourishing diet, @} :

little good wine ; the use of mineral waters, particularly those containing irom; €
baths, with good dry rubbing after; plenty of exercise, especially walking oF lng

on horseback, and dancing. There is no doubt but this difficulty often arises from
the early abandonment of youthful recreations. The absurd notions of society CoR==s

of mind and health of body, and the necessity for which in boys is uni
knowledged. The perfect development of the system is sacrificed to false ideas
propriety, or rather, disease is chosen with fashionable observance rather than he
without it. There is no doubt whatever but that the too early abandonment of &
hoop and the skipping-rope creates an early necessity for the doctor | .
The state of the mind and feelings must also be carefully attended to, 88° etr dé-
rangements have frequently much to do with this disorder. The patient’s friend
must earefully remove all causes of excitement or unhappiness, and endeavor toprr
mote a state of cheerfulness and contentment. The morbid melaucholyan_d )
mental dreaminess brought on by reading trashy romances is very hurtfal, and
be broken up by exciting mental and bodily activity. I have known many J& °
fomales attacked with suppression from attending protracted religious meeting® 4--%

feasts, and camp-meetings.
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demn, in young girls, those exhilarating sports and pastimes so conducivetohaﬂiﬂ:“ i .
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When such means fail, medicines may be it i justi

» medicines may resorted to, and it is but justice to say that
they are often.successful in this disease, thongh they so lamentably fail in many others.
The best article, and the one most generally used, is iron, which iz prepared and

‘used in numerous different ways. The particular preparation of this metal most

qﬁt&bla for any given case must of course depend on a variety of circumstances, and
lnﬁ b_etter be indicated by the medical adviser. As general formule however Li)ane-
Jlusl in most cases, and not likely to injure, the following recipes will be fou;1d ex-
allent :—Sulphate of iron, two drachms ; extract of absynthinm, four drachms;
syrup of saffron, enough to make it into a paste. This must be :iivided into oné
hundred and fifty pills, one to be taken three timesa day. Or, sulphate of iron,

~ gne drachm ; extract of gentian, enough to mix it up. Divide into thirty pills, and

;ulm one three times a day. Or, in case there be any indications of scrofula, M
Imgol recommends protiodide of iron, six graius; starch, twenty-four grains ,a;(i
_mmt syrup of gum, to make it up. This is to be divided into twenty-four ’pills
Lol_\eof Wlflch may be taken morning and night. The compound iron mixture ma,
also be trle_d,.or .the aromatic mixture, in the usual doses, as advised for leucorrhoeaj.r

Warm injections may also be used, if the age and condition of the patient will

 allow, and warm baths or fomentations at bed-time, with hot bitter teas.

' ‘Strznger remedies are of course known, but they are not mentioned here, becanse
m shonld not be em_ploycd except under proper advice, and they might be
i unde.r mistaken notions, or from crimial intentions, for other purposes. The
ove recipes i i :
mmm(}{ are as simple and harmless, in all states of the system, as any that
thtln those cases where the disorder arises from an opposite state of the system,
i8, from too great a fullness, and determination of blood to other parvts, the

~ treatment must be different. In these cases we must commence by prescribing a

'ﬁiﬁ spare and mild diet, chiefly vegetables, with cold drinks. Cold bathing
Id also be practiced, and violent exertions, either mental or bodily, carefully

X mdeg. In case such means, when fairly tried, do not accomphsh what we wish,
. Warm foot and hip baths may be used, and warm injections and enemas, with stimu-

{Wllg and aromatic fomentations to the external lips, or vulva. The medicines

S : Wy referred to may also be used, but sparingly, and with caution, and also warm
A‘!ﬂgatwes, as the compound aloetic pill. These means should be tried for about a

Week before the turn is expected, or ought to occur, and continued for several

" &ﬂ:{: if Tccessary. It frequently happens that no effect is perceived for a long

‘ 'rﬁm ut if the symptoms do not become alarming, it is better to persevere with
,} g h!;lodes of treatment than to adopt a more powerful one. - Some authors speak
_,\"91'3 ghly of the good effects of leeches, applied to the external lips, a few days

: Hamf}heTI;]erwd i8 expected.. And others recommend them to be applied to the
e e reason for this apparently strange recommendation being the inti-
o F,Ympnt}.ly between the breasts and uterus, owing to which any increased action

™ the one, is usually corresponded to by the other. I have frequently applied a

by o poultice to the breasts with the happiest results.

cm ﬂ;etln.lea .the non-appearance of the menses is owing merely to a torpor, o1
{Want of action in the uterine organs, which is generally denoted by the manners of
- MeYoung person, and by the want of development in other parts of the system.

:Cild and indifferent, takes no pleasure in the company of the other sex, and
I8 no sympathy or desire for companionship with those who do. The pelvis
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is usually small, and the breasts but little developed. In these cases, it mu
recollected that there may be no great necessity for menstrnatlog, npd, at all @
we should not be in a hurry, nor use powerful remedies to bring it on, unle
have good reason for doing so. If the health suffers from its a.h.sence, howe\’_er,'
must interfere, and may then advantageously advise the remedies last menti
with warm frictions over the abdomen, and the use of flannel around the p
The patient should also be taken into company, to the f.heater, and.to balls, &
may be allowed a rather generous diet, with a little wine. Some.txmes a ony
placed on the os tince, or if the state of the parts will not allow of it there,' on |
external lips. Sitting over the steam of hot water is also excellent, and dashing: o
on the pelvis. =
Wﬂt;rn those ci’:es of suppression brought on by powerful mental or moral emotio
or by sudden excitement, we must first endeavor to calm the system as speet
poss'ible, by enjoining rest, quiet, warm baths, chfeerful company, and a htfh
tive medicine, as a few drops of laudanum, for instance. Then, after a nm .
more active means may be resorted to, but very carefully. If the suppression

trom intense excitement in the uterus itself, which is sometimes the case, cold b&, F

and injections with laudanum, and saline purgatives, -will .usu?ﬁ]y subdue it,
effect & cure. Various other medicines have been used in this d.l_sease, byt I am. :
aware that any of them have been found more efficacious than iron, wl.nch mdf B
only an oceasional assistant. In fact, the uncertainty and frequent meﬁ'. )
medical treatment is generally acknowledged, and has led to the use of many ol
means, but few of which bave, however, been more successful. Among the mi

efficacious of these may be mentioned the congester, or pneumatic apparatus,ans

vented by Dr. Sunot. This consists of a kind of large air-tight case, which maybe
fitted to any part of the body, or even inclose half of it, and from which the air may :

be drawn by an air-pump. On fixing this to any part, and exhausting the air,

acte like an immense eup, drawing the blood to that part with gre?,t force. It
even be made to act so powerfully as to cause the blood to exude itself through
pores of the skin. The lower part of the body may be thus acted upon to detern

the circulation toward the pelvis. I have had one of these instruments mlllB
some time, and can safely say that it is one of the most powe.rful and 0erta1n
of bringing on the menstrual flow that we possess. In fact it can sc'arcfly fth
have known it bring on profuse flooding in five minutes after 1ts application, 7
the patient had never been unwell for over two years before! Great care mu
course be taken in its use, so that it be not employed too powerfully, por too

It is often applied to the lower part of the body to relieve heada:che,- thi};;u
by drawing away the blood. Cases have been known, when using it fol't the
pose, in which it has produced a flow from the womb in females long pas
of life! o _ .
Galvanism, however, if resorted to in time, and in a proper .mgnner, : 1l
supersede everything else, in this disease. I have employed it in many
cases of amenorrheea, and with such uniform success that I look upon it a8
certain ! In many instances, even after long suppression, the very ﬁ_rst :]l;)ngh ;
has brought on the flow, and in one instance it did so at the third trial, t:'[n >
patient had reached her twenty-fourth year without having menstrua_teda e
case, if the simplest means do not succeed, I should adv-]se .gulvam-sm‘
powerful medication whatever. The manner of its application variesin

- Other means, which will be unde
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~ eases ; sometimes it is sufficient externally, one pole being placed on the lower part

g.ﬂae spine, and the other on the abdomen

it is necessary to apply it more or less internall » In various wa

h?a fleecnbed. Neither pain nor serious incogvenience attendyssi?soflg e?mt::e

) ﬁqngl;:; consquencles follow, even if it do no good. : :
) “he use of galvanism in amenorrheea, the editor of Coveland’s Disti

. w}rs, In a note : “Galvano-clectricity, or electro-mugnetism,ﬁewi;ﬁziﬁ%c?
lp mention as an emmenagogue remedy. We have succeeded in some chronic cases
:;gt s.menorrhwa, that had resisted all other means, by daily sending a current of elec-
m :ll:rough the uterus, or by inserting one conductor in g tub of warm water, in
ﬂm mninf:::j weri lmm.ersed, and app]ying the o'ther over the cervical vertebra,
i transmitting the fluid through the spinal axis. Dr. Ashwell states that Dr
Golding Bird has recently employed the same remedy with extraordinary success i1.1
the treatment of out patients at Guy’s Hospital (London). In some of the

Where, after 1.;he condition of the alimentary canal had become healthy thec:;?es’-
;gg‘ghwa.contu.med, with slight pallor aud weakness, electric shocks passed tl,lrough the
’Igm _qmck]y induced menstruation. In others, its continued repetition, three or
@g;tunes a week, led to a similar result ; and instances were not wa.ntin’g where a
ﬁwk mdden]y.' produced a flow. It is, however, a powerfnl remedy, and should be
gggloyed cautiously, lest it may depress the nervous system, and t};us protract the
Gisease. When moderately applied, it often rouses into activity the energy of torpid
;ﬁs and parts; but when used in excess, it may altogether destroy their excita-
iy, .It should not be employed in cases of local congestion or general pletho

: @dlmng pregnancy, and it should seldom be used alone,” y
| fereds one mode of applying both galvanism and the congester, and also some

! rstood by referring to the explanation of the cause of
menstruation, It was there stated that this phenomenon was produced by the period-

ﬂnpening of the ove, and that it consequently depended on the occurrence of that

» Just over the pubis ; but at other times

S8k The healthy and regular action of the ovaries is therefore an essential point,

l,!ﬂ 18 always wanting, more or less, in this disease. Our applications, therefore,

* Wfrequently required to them, and fo /i
i : 5 em only! 1}
b w.by simple friction in the y e ot TH

groins, over the ovaries, and by stimulating lini-

\ enfs, when all the ordinary means failed. In like manner, we may apply to the

_,' parta blisters, cups, and leeches, or even galvanism, which, in fact, [ generally

iSter in this way first, The patient will often feel a stimuln

ring system_, immediately the ovaries are thus excited, and the :e:s]cl); hvlr.;;gi};
when thelf' functions and sympathies are borne in mind. I knew a8 lady
B to suppression, who always succeeded in bringing back her courses by a simple
} t,lounded on some information I gave her on this subject. She used to
' w ‘mustard pOll]!.ZlCG over each ovary, after taking a warm hip bath, and then,

l‘omem rest, drink frecly_ of some hot bitter tea. No medicine was required.
L}é c.iﬁes, the menses will reappear after marriage, but not always ; and some-
.' tj:) Wld stop from that_ cause, This is a matter both very difficult and very
) ﬁrthe:n- WOZ ufg:éegiut 1t is one that lshould be serionsly considered, neverthe-
f diass a sulring, A phyeian of oxpootn By sy e T
B e o e Aph ¢ perience, by duly wor,ghmg all the
il g case, will seldom be at a loss what course to advise, and fre-
B 445 all he need attend to! Some females are attacked with this disease on




