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. f d f . kind should be takcn till the inflammation is snbdual, 
But little oo , o an) ' · All f u '·mts must be 

and tben it sbould be light, clihdietly :ui~ ª;~:e:~:~"':ust be~~; ;;ntilawd, IIMI 
carefully avoided, whether so or m 

tbe pationt kept quiet._ h th the particular circumstanccs of tbe caae 19-

If these. mcans, witb suc . 
0 

t:: 
88

will in most cases, subdue the inflammatim 
quirc, be fai_thfully perslSted rn, Y t ~ taken and perfect rest obscrved, ti1l ali 
in a sbort time; bnt great caro ~us. dangcr 'of it increasing again, from slight 
signs of it are gone, as there IS a wa)B 

causes. . . ted • tbe snbstance of the womb i tself, tbe symp-
When the inflammat10: i:h:~ang~: greatcr and thc rcsult more nnccrtain. The 

toros are always more acu e, . 'ntion more unrcmitting. 
treatment _must be m~re e:rge:c, :~:u~:u:::ery soon, the most scrious resullll lll'8 

If the 1nflmnmatory ac on n . b mes hot and dry the ooun-
to be feared. The general distress increases, the skin ecob. d.iffi 1t -~kness eela 

. . h t h d and sore the breat mg cu , 51 
tenance 1s anx1ons, the t roa pare e ' d d the head throbs and buroa 
in, or hiccough, the breasts swell and become ten er? anís enerall red and hot, and 
till the patient raves in furions delm;: i:!'hel nrm~es gthe su~erer scream with 

the passing of it, or of the conktcn~ :he ~del:~~ mgrinds her teeth, and draWll np 
agony. Sbe rolls her eyes, pie s a 

the limbs till they press agaiust tbe abdomen. . t d becomes more poignant, and 
If tbo pain seems to concentrate tsat o;~ ~h:n with inaction of the bowels, il 

the patient suffers from mgbt sw~a f an . e Th.' will sometimes break and dil-
be ted that an nbscess 1s ormmg. is .~ 

may suspec . ' d at otber times will form a fistulous opening throul!" 
charge from tbe vagi~, nn h . . d f the thigh. The qunntity of pus thus 
the abdomen, the grom, or at t e 1ns1 e o th atient sinks immed.iately afts 
poured out is in some cases enormous; usually e p d h ¡ after ali is evao
the abscess bursts, but if she can be sustaincd, the woun may ea 

uated, and a perfect recovery may take ptoe. f of heat and pain by involun-
The last stages are generally markcd y a ces~ ion . and faintings. If 

tary action of the bowels, coldness of tbe extren:it;.s, ;:◊nvn:~:: place from the Tl
there be gangrene or mortification, a black footi isc arge 

gina, and sometimes from the bowels. fre uentl the disease is thlll 
When this is seen there 1s ~rccly ª hope, an<l very ! som: will linger two or 

fatal in two or three days from its commenooment, thoug 

three weeka. . d • th · y it is freqnently 
On examining the womb in those w~-~a_veto die k.:d of1sp::r:scent pulp wb.ich 

found to be quite softened, or e,en convern,u m a 1 

almost runa into fluid whcn ~ressed upon. ore dnn.,erous wben !bey 
Both forros of iufl.ammation of the womb are mnch m h º ·a and fatal ler· 

¡I th waro who have seen t e rapi • 
occur dnring childbed, as a ose are ª f di ry infl.ammatioo, ID 
mination of puerperal or child-bed fever. Most cases o or nathough the, TflAY be 
the non-pregnant state, termínate fa,?rably, with proper care, • 

lingering, and leave much general deb1hty. . d . f the disease beOOroing 
The principal danger, after the acute stage is pass~ ' 1~ o tly dan•eroue, ia atill 

chronic, which forro, though less severe, and not so immmen º 

much to be dreaded. . b roduced by the ~ 
Ohronic Metritis, or inflammation of the ~om b'. :iª~h=ri are howe,er, certam 

causes 118 acute inflammation, or may follow oro l ' 
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olrcnilll!tances and conditions tbat dispose to it more tban others; as, for inst.ance, a 
Jymphatic ternperament, habitual depression of spirits, scrofula, bad air, Jow damp 
Bituations, ill-ventilated houses, a constant use of stimulating food or hot baths, and 
indulgcnce of certain feelings. The immediatc causes are the same 118 thosc alrcady 
enumeroted, and also cold-particularly from sitting on cold drunp scat.s-tight cor-
1181s, and habitual constipation. 

The symptoms are much the same 118 those in the acnte stage. The in.flamm1r 
tion, however, <loes not extend ro much to tho neigbboring parts, nor Joes tho ntcrnr 
sweil up so suddenly, nor become so excessively tender; sometimes, in fact, it doe¡ 
not swell at all. There is always sevcre pain in it, however, which is much in
creaaed when the femnle stands long, or walks far, or wben sbe is Bhaken too mnch 
by riding, when the bowcls are mo.ed, or the urine pa.sscd, and partic11larly at cer
lain o/1,er túnes ! Therc is also great bcat and burning, with a sensation of fullness 
and weight in the loins or groin. Tho female becomea irritable, impaticnt, or sad, 
w is subjed to ncrrous tremblings. 

This disease is frcquently mistaken by practitioncrs for sometbing else. Many 
look upon itas a purely ner,ous affection, and go on treating the patient for the 
mere nervons symptomB, while the real dúease remains nntouched. .And many 
others, who do discover the true disordcr, consider it incurable, and either give it np 
entirely, or mercly administer palliatives, to reJiove urgent eymptoms and satisfy the 
JIBtienL It 1s necessary to say, however, that it is often impossiblc to ascertain the 
lrnth from any of tho abovo-namcd symptoms alone, because they accompany many 
Ol.her oomplaints, andan accuratc and carcful examination isfrequently indispensable. 

I onoc had a lady cal! upon me who bad bcen snffering for two years from wbat 
was callcd, by sorne physicians, hysteria, and by others dyapepsia, with liver com
plainL She had almost const.ant pain in the lower part of the abdomen, whicb made 
her dread moving the bowels, for fcar of increasing iL The urine waa scanty and 
higb oolorcd, thc menses irregular, and the bowels mostly constipated. To uso her 
own words, '' the whole inside soemed as if it were 011r11i11g up." The limbs were 
nak, tbe appetite capricious, and the whole norvoua system in a terrible state of do
iangemenL Sometimes she would suddenly go very sallow, with the eyea mncb con
~. and at other timea she would be very pale, snd faint, or sick. From an 
ltt.entive consideration of the case, I became convinced that nono of the previous con
ieetures about it were corree\, bnt that it was a CllBe of chronic metriti.s. A carefnl 
818lnination with the specnlum provcd this convict.ion to be well foundcd, and I at 
once began to treat her accordingly. 

The first tbing attendcd to was the diet, which was directcd to be very plain. 
The qusntity of food was rather limited ; ali spicea, coffec, pickles, and warm drinks 
1rere forbidden; meat allowcd but once in the day, sparingly, and never smokcd or 
lllled. Alcobolfo drinks, of ali kinds, were strictly prohibitcd, and in their place 
~ substitutcd cold lemonade, with a little cream of tartar, barley water, snd tam&
lilld tea, or simple cold water. 

. A oold shower bath was directcd to be takcn every morning, immcdiately on ris
~~ be followcd by a short, gentle walk when the weather was faYOrable. After 
ft""1<Illllt she waa ad vi sed to lie on the sofa for an hour, and after that to take another 
~ before dinnor. The same in the afternoon as in the morning. Se,eral times 
~ the day, but particularly morning and evening, an injection was uscd of cold 

slarcb and poppy heads. The thin starch alone wss aJso used daily asan enema, 

!'' 
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at finlt, till thc bowcls began to act regularly from the improved diet, and then ü 
was omitted. During the first week the abdomen wns nlso fomented el'ery night 
with a strong decoction of hops. Et•ery kind of excitemcnt wns guarded againsl, 
either from reading, company, or o/her causes. The natural warmth of the feet, 
which she had not felt the whole time, was restored by means of friction and tiie 
application of galvanism, and the whole surface of thc body, which was haliitually 
chill, was wcll rubbed el'ery morning tilla henlthy glow was produced. The only 
medicine giYen was a little cinchona, after the second week. 

In three weeks she had sensibly improved, the hurniug scnsation was no longer 
felt, the soreness and pain wns gone, except whcn she wnlked a little too far. The 
appetite became good and steady, nnd her strength mnch greatcr. Thc uerro111 
symptoms began to amend immcdintely the general health was improvecl, so that 
she soon became quite chcerful. A. steady adherence to this plan of trcatment com• 
pletely cured her in about seYen weeks, and she went home with such a knowled~ of 
the disease, and the causes which produced it, that in futnre she will most likely be 
able to prevent it altogether. 

In scvere cases it is adYiscd, and may sometimes be advantageons, to apply leeches 
to the perineum, or groins, or blisters to thc inside of tho thighs and abdomen. 1 
am of opiuion, however, that a strict pcrse,erance with the milder conrso I hare d&
scribed will nsually succecd without them. 

A. teaspoonful of laudauum may somctimes be added to thc injection, or fomen• 
tation, when the pain is serere, and if it occur in a spasm, likc crnmp, galranÍ.1111 

will give immcdiate relief. 

ENGORGEllENT, OR ENLARGEllE~"T OF TBE "WOl!B. 

Cnses of chronic enlargement of the womb, commonly called engorgemenl, aro 
quite common, or mther, they are Yery frequent. When treating on íalliug ol tho 
womb, we stated that engorgement was a frequent cause of it, andsuch is uow known 
to be tbe fact. In many cases of supposed polypus, or tumor, there is merely • 
swelling or engorgement of the womb, which has also bcen mistakcn for dropsy. 

The causes that lead to this disease appear to be mnch the samc as tbose that pro
duce inflammation, witb which the engorgement is sometimes accompanicd, though 
not always. What.cvcr has a tendency to excite these organs, or to chill the surface 
of tbe body, so as to derange the circulation and produce intemnl congestion, will be 
most likcly to cause engorgement. A.mong other causes may be specially enumcrated. 
sentimental or impassioned reading and couversation, insufficicnt excrcise in the 
open air, cold, coustipation, derangement of the menses, particularly tlieir stoppage, 
improper diet, and excesses of various kinds. . 

The symptoms of tbis disease are often quite obscuro at fust. Sometimes tberell 
eonsiderable pain, similar to what is experienced in metritis, bnt at other times tber9 
:i3 scarcely any pain at ali, though tbere is always more or less uneasiness and fee)ing 
of weight. The enlargement of tbe abdomen may be sligbt, or it may be rery con· 
sidcrable, so as to simulate dropsy. 

lf the disease contiune long, tbe patient is apt to become hysterical, or snil~ 
from cramps and creeping of the skin. The stomach will become dcranged, ;~ 
sickness and vomiting may ensue, with very irregular actiou of the l,owels. ~ 
breasts will also frequentlyenlarge and become painful, precisely as m pregnancy, 
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the paticnt will be restless and bl h f una e to sleep Th get er, or severa! months, and then flood. • e menses sometimes stop alto-
cases thcy never stop for more than a ~ay o/~g' ensucs for wccks together; in sorne 
pnrnlcnt and fretid diseharge from th . "º at • time. Very often thern is a 
r.-ere ulcerated or gangrened. e vagma, almoSl constantly, as if the womh 

Therc :i.re two varieties of th· a· . • •¡ . . 1s 1sease diffe t · 
mm1 ~ tn thc1r cffects, and requiring a si~il ren m sorne of tbeir symptoms, bu, 
there IS hardncss of the womb co l ar mod~ of treatment. In the one case 
while in the other case it is so~cttmon y tcrmed induration, as well as •welling 

The general treatment at first 
8
~;:1:en sofür than nnturul. ' 

Af~r which regular batbing, exercise on t SJm1lar to that for chronic inflammntion. 
limments may be added. Dashes of cold w:hack, and chafing over the womb with 
~ alsc useful, and cups to the insidc of th t:• ~n thc lower part of thc abdomen 
Bti?3tc, a scton or blister mny be nsed on th: loi~ 

8
• lf the d1sease still remnin ob

ftnng hns also been found usefnl lt be . s. A.nothcr plan of treatmcnt called 
ham~cr, and plunging it for so:ne ,:nªJtes . 1m1tatcd by taldng a small fiat-faced 
presa 1t snddenly and firmly on th ki f m boilrng water, then on taking it out 
afresh f h e s n, or a few seconds h t· or eac application. The number f . . , ea mg the instrumenl 
?• cach side of the backbone, at the small ~f t~pphcn'.1ons . may be ten or a dozen 
18 by_ no means so severe as mi ht be ex . e back, or !n thc groins. Thc pain 
and it may be done in füe min!tes. I ¡:ecte<1kn1f the opcrabon be pcrformc<l quickly 
CU¡Ml or hlisters. The effect is often verª: fio~ many patients prefer it to eithe; 

It should be b • . Y ne c1al. 
orne m mmd however th t tbe · 

BUcceed, though it may take lo~ger time'· a" d . m_1ld pl_an of treatment will nsnally 
ed perse,erance, in both patient and ph' in_ th1s is a d1scase that requires patience 
18 necessa17 to adviae a state of sing/eness Y,:;1:n,_ t-0 no small exte?t. Sometimes it 
be benefimal. This can be dcc1·d d time, but at otber times marriage will 
""""li • e npon only afte cfu ,..... ar c1rcumstances of tbe case. r a car l consideration of the 

. ◊M of tbe chiof resorts of the eneral . 
~ vanous way¡¡, but pnrticnlarly ;y Ieee] pract~ce of the day is copious blood-letting 

~a, thighs, and mouth of the womb rns an_ cnps, _to tbe abdomen, pcrineum 
patient faints. & I have bcfore rema;ked Th1s is sometim~s continued daily till th; 
be produccd by milder means. ' however, I thmk the same effects may 

lf the swelling be not reduced th . d 
~•-or, in case of indumtion, it ~~l 1~ ¡~;¡ria purnleut accnmulation, and of 

. nng the engorgement there is n y _end m canccr. 
l.evemou or retro,eraion, the nnusual :lt:lway~ e1t?cr ~rolapsus of the womb, an-

Hemorrhagc or bleedi . g cansmg ,ta d1splacemcnt. 
'robe ¡ ' ng, somettmes accomp · lar! re es, or small nlcers, are also freqnentl d a~tes en_gorgcment, but not ltlways. -Li°° the ncck, and most freqnently in tl evc ~ped m the womb itself, particu-

atcd honses, and who are scrofulous. ose w o are badly fed, who li,c in ill-

scrnnnous, 011. CANCEROt'S ENGORGEllE:i;-r OF TI! • " E "WOllB. 

It is not my int f . :ncer of the wom ;nf:~ns~ce;;:;e::~!~: d~c:iptio~ of the natnre and treatment of li: i:~:~; nfo.tsway different from canee!:~ :t~~:e;:~;::;;ha~~bynt sDeeld~dm met 
0 1 nature, and so Jittle is agreed . : s1 es, so 41 upon respectrng 1ts treatment 

' 

,11 
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M2 ..... 
t d d ""count would be merely a record of contradictory op1mons, that nn, ex en e '"" 

1 • ·t l se ess 
a meagro onc would be ut ?r y u . ,e; roduce cnlargement or engorgcment oftlle 

Scirrhous, or ~ncer, will,, hoM 'J t nlready <l.escribcd, that it is ne<:ealJ 11 
womb, so :;imilnr m sorne r~pects to in 

distinguish them. . mb is alwa yery hard, and fecls in lump ar 
In scirrhous cngo~·gc°:1cnt the ~o ·l and wiicn cxamined by thc epeculum, tu 

knots; it increases m 81
~

0 ,ery_ s 0" {' like b-orv. The pain is oftcn dartingad 
ncck nppears of a yellow1~h white e? or, 

11 
• 

1 fmcs there 1s none nt a . . 
vcry se,crc, thong l sorne l . t t f things alters, nnd the cancer open• mto lll 

It may_ be y03rs bcíore th1s s :.º ;t is also possiblc, I think, beyond donbt, to 
ulcer, or Jt may do so Tcry so~ r b . ursuing much the same mode of izelt
rc~olve or remove the cancerous tumo ' ) Jl t 'Thcre is no question but tliM 

- ºb dí ,·mple en(Tor(Tcmen . 
mentas we havc prescn e or .1 t º . " tl1e "·omb hn,e been completely cuna 

d bted cancerous uruor m be ...i: many cuses of un ou h · ... hich the trcatment must mwa-
Th nrc cases owc,er, m " . ..L. tG 

by such a course. ere . '·h· h thc rcsult is nlwnys uncertnm and mu111& 
fied from numcrous causes, and m "' ic 
be fcared. 

RHEU:MATIS:M OF TilE WOllB. 

. little is yet known. There aro but few m~ 
This is a disease abont wh1ch ,heryt t . nny nllusion to it and but few mediell 

h st ecent t a con am ' . ----' 
r,al works, CTCn t e roo~ r_ Ít . ne,erthelcss, more common thnn 18 Slla~ 
men who ever trcnted a ca~e. is, . nf ded with them 
lmt from its rcsemblancc to ?tbcr diseas~ ~f~:r :;~ng existcd in ~thcr parta of tbe 

Rhcnmatism mny settle m tbe ;~~ Th me general causes that produoe tbe 
body, or it may att~ck the womb ¡;~ here o: ~ may probably be a co:1.sequenoe rA 
dise~e clscwbere w1ll also produce f th st part so precisely ~imilar to tbGII 
other di~eascs. The ¡:!mptoms are, or t i ~~tingui;hed from thc other, and theJ 
of ordinary inflammation that one canno e It is of the greatest consequence, 
ba,e, therefore, usunlly been c~nfoun~~~ to;°the;; the treatment proper for one die
however, to distingu_is? t~em if poSSI \ ~ca;hero is no doobt whatever but tbl& 
case will be highly mJunou~ fo~ tbe b otn c:1:eated as cases of mctritis, nnd wit~ 
mnny ca..~es of mere rheumahsm avel eeb d" , f those who havo dicd from su 

Of mining tle o 1es o Th infer-con,qeque111:.es. ten, on exa if . ,11 mation could be found I e J 

infiammation of thc womb, no trar.e o wJ'aml h matism which possibly end11111 
once is that- no inflammation existcd, but mere y r cu ' , 

f:üall/ mcrcly througb this mistakhe. . llv more or less cessation of pain M ~ 
In rheumatism of the womb, t ere is us~a • ·n On lifting up -

tcr;als during wbich but littlc sorencss is fcltl ~ln. to~cfih1mgm. ation it is alwaJI ID-
' . . í tirely w n e in m a .,J.: • ..t 

'
"omb also thc pum w1ll o ten ccase en ' b t·. i·s also very QJIWIIV" 
" ' . . . dº a·n of r cuma l:,ID '--creased. The peculiar _r¡naw112g, fmi ing ~ 1 ized by those who ... ,v 
from that of ordinary infiarumation, and is always recogn 

e,cr íelt it beforc. . !!D.anc and is thcn rery apUo 
This discasc is most likely t~ occ~r du~l~tretl wili'often stop tl1e labor alto

leacl to abortion. An_ attack of it durmt c 11 till l~n1 account of the agony = 
gether, tlic woman usmg evcr!· e~or:.:;rs ~~~l:e w~mb are also cramped and 
straining produces. The mnecn ar . arts of thc body. . ia 
by it, in the samc way as the r~~scles_nre m othe~p . ilar to tbat of rheUJDIÜIII 

The trcatment of this agomzmg discasc must e siro 
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otber parts of thc body. Brisk purgativos, warm baths, hot fomcntations contain-. . , 
1ng opmm nnd cnmphor, to tbe abdomen; anodJ11e draughts, sweuting medicinCl!, 
and blisters to tho loins. In thc 11011-pregnaut state, gnlrnnism will be the best 
agent, and if tbere be any dernngement of the mcnscs, it must be immcdiately cor
rect.e<l. When rheumatism stops suddenly in any other part of the body, it is Yery 
apt t.o fly to thc womb, if that orgau be weak, or ita functions dernnged. 

In every ca.se, thercforc, where tbcre is a painful affection of the womb resembling 
in1lammntion, the physician should satisfy himself, as fnr as be can, that it is not 
rheumatism, and sbould always bcar in mintl, at least, tbat it may be so, particularly 
if the paticnt hns liad rheumatism in other parts. 

i hare 1i0 doubt whntercr but thnt mnny of those cases so oftcn met with, wherc 
felnales suffer excruciating pains in the womb, ,arying in intensity at dificrent times, 
and with no RJ)parent inflammation, uro rcally cases of uterino rhcumatism. I baro 
s caae now of tl1is kind; the lady has bcen sufJcring for three or four ycars, at times 
llmost to distrnction, witl1out obtaining thc slightest relief from any trcatment she 
ha recefred. Somo ¡1hysicia11s trcatcd her for uterino inflammation, others thought 
a polypus wns forming, and one nlarmcd her by suggesting a cancer. On c.xamination 
lfound the womb very little larger than usual, and not hard exccpt when drawn up 
with pain. :No pain was expericnced on rnising it up, but, on the contrary, great 
ielief. I becamc convinccd, from these an~ other symptoms, that it was a C3SC of 
ut.erine rhcnmntism, and I ha.ve now treatcd it for sorne time on that snpposition 
witb the happiest resulta In fact shc may be considcred cured, excepting that therc 
is atill a little scnsibility just before any sudden chango in the weathcr. 

I wonld particularly recommcnd Loth phyi:;icians and pnticnts to bear this disenso 
in mind, especially in many of those cases when they are puzzled to tell what is the 
lllltt.er. 

LEUCORRHCEA., OR FLl'OR ALBt'S. 

This disease, ordinarily tcrmed tl1e wl1ife8, is, pcrhaps, oven more common than 
prolapsus uteri. In large cities pa1iiculnrly, antl in certain districts, it is almost 
universal, occnr1fog in botb marrietl anu uumanied, young and old, from mere in
~ to extreme a6e. It appcars in the íorm of a dischargc from the raginn, 
lib mucus, or pns,. or sometimes e,en like green water, or milk, or curds antl whey. 
~~ color also ruries, being white, yellow, grcenish, or rcddish brown, und sometimos 
it ~ quite colorless. Thc quantity may be cither small, so ns t-0 mcrcly make a sho"·, 
ar 1t may be larger, sometimos eren to half a pint or more in the day. 

The discharge itticlf is rery annoying, nnd causes great distrcss, but it is al~o 
leeompanied, in most cases, with more or lcss constitutional disturbancc~ which may 
"8D become serions. 

Ú!ucorrhma often follows from injfammation of the mncous mcmbrnne of the 
llgina and nterus, but more frequently, perhnps, from tonic debility nnd weakness. 
It may thereforc be produced by any caui,es that gi,e rise to inflammatory action, or 
llo PDeral prostration. Among these may be enumcrated, derangcd menstruaticn 
-cold-want of e:xercise and frcsh nir-latc l1ours-e:xciting rending, compam·, and 
-~tion-deprcssion of spirits-t'icious lwbits-too carly, or too lnle mni=i·iage, 
;:z01ting food and drink-the use of shell-fish-stimulating medicines-excesses

. much warm butl1ing-cold, damp, or ill-ventilated houses-thin shoes-the irri
Cliioia of a pessary, or injury at child-birth, especiully by instrumcnts-írcqnent 
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. • 1 U . To fuese may be addcd numerous others, 
labors-and msuffic1ent c o . i_mt the s ·stcm. All lnrgc cities secm to be so IIIMll':,-.'•r.,t-1 

generally all thosedtha:h ?eb1l~ta othcr fc~ale diseuscs. ln them puberty is PIia 
hot-beds to engen er . 

18 ª? =ª' CC" abound and tbe daily habits of femal•• l d ·citmg circu=an :; ' 
ciously de,e ope , ex ·cak d 8 sceptible of cold from the slight~t expoanr 
calculated to makc tbem w i. ' an u to be constitutionv.1, and probably n.il 

I ons leucorrurea appears ~;.,_,,..,;1 . 
n sorne pcrs . Particulartemperaments are also v.pparently ~ore --:-i--

from a ecrofulous tru~t. ncrvous babit-thosc with light or rcdd1sb hair, • 
to it than othors. ~\ omenaº!: who swcll and puff up in the limbs, from eHaM 
thin transparcnt skms, an 080 

exertion, aro instanoos. . t th uterino system and the great ne"ou-. 
The intimate connecbon ~ ."::a&le' anJ. hcnce it is often produced by mdiill 

ters is also :mother so~rce of_ t 118 
• . 't • ef and pnssion. Every other Ol'fll 

fright, continued amacty, disa~po~~tmen ' gna .' with the womb so that their de, 
• J bod · lso connected m l,Ue samc w Y' ' h c1da 
m t1e y is a 1' It will likcwisefrcquentlyresultfromt eaa 
mngements may cause leucorr i<ro. . h "t·. g profusa pe1'11ni~ 

th d' hargc 116 dmrr cen, YOIDl m ' ·-r • 
suppression of sorne o e;. ~ f "lk The incautious bcaling of old ulcera, a 
hemorrhage, or the ~ro ion o _mi tbe stoppa«c of a common cold, may aleo pi. 
eruptions, setons, or issues, º: e, e; pcars to ;revail cpidemically, and in some • 
duoo the same effect. Someti_mes; apl has it. This is mostly in damp, low sitD 
tions of the country a~mos: e'ie;J, ~::y: ha.ve leucorrbrea in tbc spring andfall, 11111 

ti~ns. Ihkn:w. E~:ºn ~~: :~n":er. I knew one in whom it took pl~ Slldde~~= 
otners w o a, e l a . . d w • and anothcr in whom it OCCUIBM 

fright, at seeing a ~l11ld ~a.U ou~ r fa :w1~ o V ery often I have seen it follow the .. 
three nights watchmg w1tb a s1cl frien ·. le terrn and also from a long-continuti 

1 though on y or a smg , ' and 9 paga ?f t_ ie menscs, b l I short c,erything that deranges, weakens, . .a 
const1p:!1cn of ~hef t~:es~ste: will thus discase the womb, whose mysreriOIII 
eases O 

er var ? t ·t' •u ery other or«an in the body. 
extensiYe sympath1es conn~ 1 w1 1 CY . ~ tai:c<l if thcro be any exciting CIIIII 

In cases of leucorrhrea it must be firi,t asccr d V often tbe diaeal8 • 
that produces it, and if so, that must be firs!1:::t·er;scnc:~ some irritating ~ 
pends mercly on sorne othcr dero.ngcment, or . _P d :Most usnally hon,S, i 

1 f b"ch is ali Uiat 1s reqmrc • ' __ 
cign body, the rc~ova o w i . d or debilitat<-d s~te of the m-
is regnlarlv estabhshed, so fuat thc inflame 'l • d may be eitber aaa•• 
membrana· cxists independent of fuese externa cause~, an 

chronic. ded . th more or less of inflammation, and ~ 
.Acute leucorrl1ma is always atten w1 11' d thin at first, beooJDII • 

times with slight feyer. The disch~ge, though sm; b:~e lmo~ it in aome .
a sbort time quite profure, and h1gbly colore~ . ·tus and similar plllll• 
throu«h a dozcn napkins in a day. Gcnerally t ere is prun . , hent. Oertainfeel-

0 • h d"ffi lt in nrinatin« nnd burnmg __. 
thosc felt in metritis, w1~ 1 cu y h f t::tlie iITitation, and hysterical "J-T 
in are also apt to acqmre undne strengt ' r~m. . . 
to:s superrene with general restlessness and 1mtab1hty. . at reguiariDW, 

'rhis forro ;f leucorrhooa somctimcs ~isappears ~~d re~~1
~::::: continuelD il

-vals ; between the monthly JX:riods for mstanc~ronic maÍt is usually tbia f~!,:! 
de6nite time unchanged, or it may ~orne c · tal emotion, and ~ 
occurs at particular seasons, from v1olence, strong roen 

cold f 11 the ucute form, bai_.., Cllronic Laucorrlif1Jll.-Tbis docs not always o ow 
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ll'iae from independent causes, most frcquently from mere debility. 1Vomen of a 
lymphatic tempcrament are most subjcct to it, or thosc most exposed, or those who 
bve been weakened by frcquent child-benring, and otl~r causes! It alw frcquently 
ICOOmpanies dcranged menstruation. 

Al a general rule there is no grcat pain felt in chronic leucorrhrea, nor is there 
uy irritation, hut it is ncarly nlways accompanied by distreseing wcakncss and lan• 
por. Wben of long standing, however, the symptoms mny bccomc more serious, 
particularly if the dischargc be copious and thick. The femalc will thcn complain 
ot a weight, with pain in thc back, and in thc lower part of tl10 abdomen. The 
appetite will often Jx>come capricious, with sickness v.t the stomach, palpitation at 
the heart, headachr, giddiness, pain in the brcast, and coldness in thc foot. The 
mn feels cbilly, wid the head hot; tbe eycs acbe and feel too hcavy to keep open. 
The hysterical sympt('lms become more dccide<l, and sometimes we scc thc patient 
Ol8t down with melancholy, while at other times she will have fits of langhing, cry
ing, intense passion, and other unr.onhollable cmotions. 

The externa! indications of this state of di~ are ,ery rnarked. Tbe face is 
pile, the eyes dark nnderncath, the eyelids swollen and hea,·y, cvcry motion seems 
a labor, and the general air of sndness indicates thc miscry with which thc poor suf
'8rer oontends. 

Eventnally, if the disease be not cbecked,- the general health suffcrs still more. 
Tbe continua! discharge causes sucb wcnkncss that the patient cannot stun<l, or walk. 
'1'he akin becomes sallow, the breath foul, thc flesh soft and loose, nnd the limbs 
IWollen as if with clropsy. The .stomach becomcs acid and full of wind, thc bowels 
llormented with colic pains, but obstina~ly costi.e, and the nrine becomes small in 
1)1181ltity, higb colored, and wry thick. Finally, the debility both of body and mind 
il IO great, and thc distress so ovcrwhclming that thc patieut sinks in despair, and 
lften prays for dcath to rclie-vc her misery. 

In numerous cases, however, it wi]] continuo for yeara in a comparativcly mild 
IDrm, without eYer attaining tbis extreme stagc, though there is alwnys danger of 
Madoing so. 

'lhatment of Leucorrl1aa.-It must be carcfnlly borne in mind that tbe too 
lldden stoppagc of a long cstablished or -vcry profuse leucorrhcea mny causo great 
lliacbief, particularly if it be accomplished by a mere local application. The mere 
uying up of the discbarge is not a cure, of itself, nnle,ss accompanicd by an improve
aeat in the general health. 

In the acute form the first thing to attcnd t-0 is the diet, the regulation of whicb 
llae wiU often cffect a great improrement. EYerything l1cating or stimalating in 
• food must be carefully arnidecl, and the drinks mnst be mucilaginous and diluent, 
lb t.boee prescribe<l for chronic metritis. Injections and enemas must be uscd also, 
thhe same kind as those rccommended in mctritis, and the bowcls must bo kcpt free. 
Altrongdecoction of poppy-7,ea<ls with a lialf a-unce o/ borax to the quart, is an exceJ. 
llnt injection for this complaint ; so also is the oak bark, mentioned when treating 
• falling of the womb. They should be used tepid, and four or flve times a day. 

Interna} medicntion may be of US(', if it can in o.ny way improYe the heo.ltb, or 
~ the morbid action. Purgafües havo this effect to a ccrtain c.rlent, by ex
titing the mncous membrane of the intestines, and so relie,ing that of the vagina 
•1'0Dlb. Man y cures have bcen thus effected by purgatives alone, particularly witb 
....,, ~hicb is also a good tonic. Even continuad sickness and vomiting will 
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sometimes proá.uce the same effect, and hence sorne physicians have cured th6ir 
patients by repeated doses of ipecac. . . . . 

Externa! irritants, as blisters or hmments for mstance, to the abdomen, lOllll 
nnd thighs, or mustard poultices, are of great service. Setons, or issues may also be 
used, and leeches, or cnps, with repeated' frictions all over the body, to produoe 
proper action in the skin. . . . . 

All these means, however, are intended for the first penod, tbat 1s, wh1le ~ 1flam. 
mation exists but when that has subsided the conrse must be rnried. The diet may 
then be mor: generous, and tonics may be given, such as _the aromatic ti~1c_~ of 
iron, bitter teas, or eYen a little good port wine and Pe~nan bark. The mJectiona 
may also be made a little stronger, so as to be more astrmgent, and some_fresh onee 
may be used, as alum, or sugar of lead, water, _or a solution of s~lph~te of zmc, or two 
parts of port wine to one of water. Tbe patient must keep still; m fact, she m~ 
bave perfect rest, and must be warmly clothed. If it be the proper season, sea bathing 
will be of great serrice at this stage, or, in tbe absence of that, a shower bath every 
morning, with good rubbing after. Thick shoes must be worn, and plenty of e1er-
cise taken in the open air. . . . 

The application of galvanism, by means of a large metalhc bougie, will often 
complete a cure sooner than anything else. It seems to imp~rt tone to t~e memb~ 
and effects a change, both in tbe character and the quantity of the d1scharge, m a 
very short time. I have used it in a great uumber o~ cases, an~ can safely recommend 
it, as a means likely to be snccessful when everythrng else fa1ls. One of_ the_ moat 
remarkable cures of this disease perhaps ever performed, I had the gratification of 
effecting by means of galvanism. The patient had suffered for thirteen year1;, and 
was in the worst possible condition ; so weak she could scarcely walk, and so ~eJ~ 
tbat it was difficult to rouse her to the slightest effort. I began by prescnbm~ 1 

generous diet, there being no inflammation, and the frequent use of slightly astnn· 
gent inje::tions, like those referred to. The body was w~ll rubbed. a!ter_ a sho~er 
bath, eYery morning, and a preparation of rltubarb and iron wa~ given m~rnal ;¡ 
This checked the discharge, and improved the general health cons1derably, m abo 
three wecks. I then began the application of the galvanism, every day, and con
tinued it for three weeks more, at the end of which time the discharge was compz: 
stoppecl and the general bealth so far restored that the patient declared be 
quite ~ell. She recovered her flesh, the sallowness left her skin, the limbs becalll9 

stroncr and cheerfulness took the place of the melancboly that had formerly over-
º' · h f · d ly k11ew her, whelmed her. The change was indeed m1raculous, er r1en s scarce lJf 

nor could she help fearing, to use her O\vn expression, tbat it was ~oo goo~ '°her 
true/ I haYe beard from her repeatedly since, however, and she still retaíns 

heali~~at imposition is practiced in the advising of specific internal remedies for: 
disease. I have known many celebrated practitioners even completely drench h ett 

Patients with druQ'S under the delusive promise that they would stop the leucorr (811, 
º' tbthveeven Excepting in the way already pointed out, there are but few of tbem a ª the 

the slightest effect in that way. The only medicines tbat ~eem really to act ~:.ro., 
mucous membrane of the vagina in tbis disease are turpentme, sorne of the b ecra
copaiva, cubebs, and toln, for instance. One scruple of sulphate of iron, an~ two oel
ples of aloes, with as much Venice t~rpentine as "'.ill mix them t.ogether, 18 an 

8
~ 

lent preparation; it should be made mto twenty p1lls, and one sbould be t,aken 
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times a day. The common copaiva capsules are also often good • two of them may 
be taken three times a day. ' 

In Fr~ce and ~ngland they al~o employ copaiva in the forro of injection, or 
enen,ia, or m _what is termed a bougie~ or suppository, which is formed by mixing up 
the oalsa~ w1th wax, or fat, and a httle opium, till it is like dough. It is then 
moulded mto the form of a ~ougie and introduced into the passage, where it may be 
worn for half an honr, mormng and evening. 

In the_ chro~ic íorm of leucorrhcea there are no inflammatory symptoms to com
bat, _the_dlsease 1s become constitutional, and cannot be treated successfully by local 
medicah?~ alone. The injections and baths may be used as already directed, and 
also_ med1cmcs, b~t more attention must be paid to that course of treatment called 
l01uc and alterati~e. The strong bitters, such as cinchona_, gentian and absynthium, 
~ excellent tomes, ~nd may be taken alternately with the different preparations of 
ll'On,_ such as the muriate,-the aromatic tincture,-or the compound mixture -and 
particularly the syru!' oj iod~ne oj ~ron, ten drops of which muy be taken thre; times 
a da~. The turpcntme and 1ron p1lls, previously advised, may also benefit, or the 
copana capsules and suppositories. 

It will be a great error, however, and will lead to much disappointmcnt, if too 
mue~ dependcnce be placed on any kind of medication, external or interna). It is 
nothmg_ more tl~an ~n assis~ant agent at best. . The chief good must resnlt. from tbat 
chang~ m t?e air, d1~t, hablts, and general regimen, which effects a morlification, or 
alte~tI_on, m the acti~n of the system. There are many medicines that are capable 
of drivmg back the d1sease, or rather preventing it from showincr itself for a time 
b~t this i~ not cur~ng it. 'l'he tendency still remains, and on s:spending the merli~ 
Clll8 the clisease aga~n- ap~ars. . ~alvan~sm may be ui,ed, with more prospect of good 
than from any medicme, if conJomed w1th the plan of treatment laid down. 
. Leucorrhcea is, however, in most cases, so complicated with other affections 

:ther as caus~ or effect, t!1~t we can scarcely ~ppro~ch to any ~eneral plan of trea~ 
ent. Thc kmd of med10me, and the quantity of 1t ; the particular diet and re!!'i

men ; and the ~ode of ap_plying the galvanism, mnst ali be varied in almost ev:i·y 
case .. By pursumg a certam course with one patient, merely because it was success
ful with another, we may make matters worse, instead of effecting another cure. 
There are few diseases, in fact, so difficult to treat as this, or that so frequently defy 
all treatment. A very old practitioner once remarked to me, that he ,ronld rather 
•ndertake to cure ca~cer, or consumptio11, than leucorrlu:ea; and he certainly had 
good reason for makmg the remark. At the present time, however, a little more 
success may be reasonably expected, because the causes that produce it are better 
Ullderstood. 

. lt should always be borne carefully in mind, that a mere clischarge from thc va
~ does not cons_titute a leu~orrhrea, nor always indico.te one. The discharge may 
;: from other d1seases, part1cularly from an ulcer, abscess, or canccr in the womb. 

8 must, of course, be ascertained if possible. It is not always easy to do so how .. 
tler dh · · ' . , ~n ence anses a great deal of uncertamty. Tlte cliaracter of tlie discliarge 
"W{ 18 the only sure indication of the place it comes from · that poured out bv the 
~agina having different chernical properties from that which'escapes from the w~mb ! 

e pus from an abscess, and the discharge from an ulcer, are also very differen t, in 
~y ~spects, from ~he secretion of a diseased mucous surface. 

t is, perbaps, ad:nsable to remark here, that the leuco1Thceal matter is somctimcs 
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. roduce effect.s on the husband 
infectW?U, and, in mamed pedi:sons, mayly~ Ignorance of this fact I haTt 
h ht to arise from other l-8ea888 on · . f · 

t oug 1 t d estio ooniu>nuences, and great distrees o known t.o produce unp easan om -"1 

POLYPUB OF TBE WOYB. 

. . oonsist.s in the gro'rlh of a foreign body in the womb, _called 
Th1s d= It is a somewhat prevalent affection, and a ver'/ senous 

pus or _tu = ··11 be brief on account of the obscur1ty that Our nobce of 1t, bowever, ,n • 

the ;!~::u~~i are found to '"ary in size from a small _nut to a ;an's . 
Jess up to twenty or th1rty poun s. 

in wcig~t from ~~lf an oun:e, 
0
~ ~d at others again it is brown, or even 

is som~times wh1t1sh, ~t ot ers ' and at others bard, like gristle. 
Somet1mes they are quite eoft, or spongy, 

l"d b t metimes wc find them bollow. 
they are so~ to:s :tending a polypus are almost all th~ of every othe~ 

The sy . p sin le affcction of the womb but it has been m11st11-i 

Eilir~!~to¡~.:~::::~1 ;~b :~:::~:~~:;;;. lhoJ 
Tbe dan e'rs from polypi are numerous. In the non-pregnan s 

. g in and otber discharges, which often reduce the 
nse t.o rofu~ !o;:osfmtion besides deranging tbe functions of nearly ali :~:=.u: c;:! ;robability is ~lso that they will ~rminate in ~~pn~:

00
cu•P 

t state in addition to all these ev1ls, thcy are ap . 
the .. !re~an l imped' e the progresa of delivery. In sbort, there ~e few Cllllall 
or w senous Y . • wbere there is the shghtest 2!01IMI!! 
the womb more senous, and m e'fery case . . . rd to 
BUSpicion, the most carcful scrutiny should be mstituted, lil o er 

whether it exist.s or not. . . · · d that the fallen, 
Tbis is also particularly desirable whcn 1t 1s borne m mm h ti t. 

verted womb, is often mistaken for a tumor, to the Ft peri~ of t pe i:ab; all 
The causes tbat produce these tumors are but httle knovm.. ro. 

1 that lead to inflammation of tbe worob ~igbt be en~meratc<;;:!u!~ 
lymphntic temperament, or scrofulou8 taint. Ther? 18 good f rtu te dra-11! 
that those condemncd t.o sedentary occupations, hke our un o narevalent 
and others, are more liable to thcm. They also appear tQ be mo~ P tanoe. la 
tain periods of lifo-between thirty and forty-five y~rs of age for tnsional 
old or very young persona, they are seldom met ",th, though oocas 
bee'n ob°"rved at sixtv vcars, and otbers at fifteen, or even_ younger. h" b ._. 

= · · · · d te cause w 10 JUW It is supposed tbat, in every case, thcre 18 ~m~ imme 1ª. . itber 
the unnatural growth, such as a bruise, or an m3ury at ch1l~-~1rth, e rring ,1 
hand or instrument, or from tearing away the placenta. lnJ~nes f°';~, 
· ' -1·- Jead •- the same result, and so mav the weanng o ~-

rtagd mav rul!V w · mpared t.o -
tain exce~ses. The mode in which these causes act h~ been co Immedil&el1 
puncture of an oak tree, by tbe insect called th_e Cg_nips Ga~~elling begiM, 
this little fly has punctured the bar_k, and dcposited tts egg, formswb1UI 
gradnally incre&868, like the tumor m the womb, and eventually 

agall-nut. h k fth womb B08111l 
The situation of the tumor may be either at t e nec o e ' 
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5 the vagina, or it may be oompletely inclosed in the uterine cavity, and is then 
"'1 difflcult to disco'\"er. Sometimes it will form in the vagina instead. The hollow 

· spoken of bave been mistaken for the womb it.sclf, and mnny practitioners, 
oatting one ont, have been needlessly alarmed from the snpposition that they 
mnoved tl1at organ. The most serious mistake, bowever, is that of taking the 

wmb for a tumor, and operating upon it as snch, which has been dono more th&11 -The length of time a tumor may be in growing, or before it compromises the 
:iilllth of the subjcct, is 'fery nncertain. It may remnin quite small for many years, 
i-may never incrense, and somctimes, tbougb very rarely, it will disappear. At 
.. times ita growth will be alarmingly rapid, and a fatal result may occur imme
~ after it.s disco'fery. There is ne'fer security while one remains, no matter 
tlir indolent it may nppear, as a slight cause may make it immediately active. I 
iieollect a case of a lady who suffered many years, and eventually died from a dis
• wbich none of her physicians could make out. Sbe was wasted by a continua! 
~ somctimes bloody, and sometimes like pus from an absceas. Severe pains 
t':llirted ~ugh the abdomen, loina, and groin& The womb was exceasively tender 

awollen, and the limbs so weak that she could scarcely stand. Tbe whole sys-
1eemed to sympathize, and beca.me completcly prostrated; the 81ightest motion 

41the intestincs, or blndder, caused an increase of suffering, amounting sometimee 
oomplete agony. At Jast all action scemed to cease as if from a blow-she fainted 

1ttempting to urinate, and ne'fer reco'fered. On examinaüon after deatb, an 
ou tumor, or polypus, was found inside the womb, whicb had begun to gan
and which caused such pressurc on the intestinos and bladder that the wonder 

how they had perforrned thcir functions so long. The weight of this tumor 
•'lllout nine pounds, and its size thnt of a large cocoanut. From her own acconnt 

been nearly se'fcn years in growing, and carne first from the use of instru
in a difficult labor. Like most otlier polypi it was' connected with the womb 

1 IIIDall pedicel, or neck, not largor than tbe little finger. 
lemales have married, conceived, and becn safely deli.ered, with a polypus in 
Womb ; but no onc should evcr expect to do so, the probability being very mnch 

BUch a happy result. 

2htdmmt of Polypus Uteri.-T11is is of t.wo kinds, medica} and surgical. The 
treatment, consists in supporting the strength of the pntient-in checking the 

by means of rcat and injections-and in trying to bring about the absorp-
of the tumor, which is sometimes effected by a proper attention to diet, con

witb the administration of iodine. It is neceesary to say, however, that there 
been but very few cases where this plan l1as succeeded, and it can never be d~ 

upon. Sometimes, but still more rarcly, thc tumor is expelled by tbe natn-
tlorta of the womb, precisely as the child is in labor. Medica] roen have often 

deoeived in such cases, and have not found out their error till the woman, whom 
thought pregnant, has brought forth a tumor, instead of a footus. I knew one 

91rll&IP"Aa lady was relieved of one that had troubled her many years, through slip
Gil the st.airs. Shc felt something escape, and on looking found tbe tumor, about 

u an egg, on tho floor. It bad been connected witb the womb only by a 
ltem, or pedicel, not thicker than a quill, which was broken. The smallness 

nenk had probably prevent.ed Ha growing so f&st, and allowed it to escape by 
hreakinp: with the shock. 
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650 . d I n sa, f rom experience, with S'ltccess. In~ 
Galvanism has becn tnec1: an f t~a tu,~1~r aml in others it wíll uring on uterile 

cases it will causo au absorp~wn o t It is true wc can seldom tell bcforebaml 
contractions nnd so _leud to its cxp:i~;~ikch- to be benefited by this agcnt, but atiD 
whether the tumor 1s one of thnt t' to ;ny operntion bccause it can do 110 bam, 
it shoulu alu:ays be 1tse~ before resor mg ' ' 
nnd has nmloubtedly, oftcn sueceeued. . t f fiTe dificrent opcmtions, each of 

' . 1 t t ent of pohpus cons1s s o 
1 

-'-
Tbe surg1ca rcn m . . t or the J)rcdilcctions of t io ope~. 

d to rdincr to circnms ancc9, . b ~ .. -
which is resorte acco ~ . ff ·th by hot irons or by caustlc su s._._, 
First, cauterization, or burnmg : ~ 'ne1 ºJ is not likelv to be ,cry successful wbm 
a plan that can seldom be adopte a a ~:; Secondlv,"aiiulsion, or torsion, or t.be 
it can. It is scarcely ever resorted to f ·n~truments • This phm is vcry generally 
twisting aml tcaring it_ off by ~ea~s o l Tho small .neck which these tumors oft& 
adopted, particularly w1th certam k~ndt' , • and the twistinrr of the vcssels preventa 
have makes such n procesa com~~ti,ledy eas), '""'eat Thirdh·. the crll/,hingprooea, 

bl d The pam 1s se oro ,en ;,;• · • ·•1.-
any grcat lossof oo • ' . ts. ;rushing or breaking tho tumor, e1..-
which is ruso very often uscd. It cons1s t This ~~ldom produces much pain, • 
with the fingers or with proper inst~lmen sh . .,.1·tnl1'ty" Fourthlv, thc ligature. Thil 

11 d wed WJt 1 mue , · • • b · the tumor is not usua y en o ., d the neck of the pol,pus, and tig Wlilll 
· · t · a ligaturc or coru, roun · • d d though cons1sts m ymg ~ h 1 This has somehmcs succcc e , 

it each day, till the neck is caten t ron~ 1. f the inflammation it gi,e:,; rise to. In 
it has often to be abandoned ~n acco;n :he cord ro\md the neck, Uiough there are 
many cases, also, it is not posS1ble _t~ f x tl urpo•e This mocle, wl1e11 availab~ 
many ingenious instruments ~ontm· tt· or t ieaplarm th.e pntient aud no bleeding, tbe 

d fon • there lll no cu mg Q ' ·ts ....ti11• has somo a van...ges ' b b the destruction of l conn--,, 
tumor bcing gradually sever~d from t~~ wo;~we:cr alreadv referred to, it is annoy, 
link. Besides the danger ~f mfla~m\ i::a the co;d tight;ned cwry cl:ly. Fifthly, 
inrr to the patient to have it e~ammhe< 'kn.f Tl11·s mode of opernting, thougb lf · 

"' · · t ay w1th t e 1 e. d tb led excision, or cnttmg l aw, . . . t cases the most simple an e 
parcntly the most seriou~, is l~ r::b;!~~;e~;:~, is g;ncrally small, rn that _no-~ 
dangerons. The neck,_ it i_nus . f thincr to be dreaded, ann iuflammation 18 D 

hcmorrhage occurs, '."h1ch is thea;h1:f the other modes. Excision i~, thcrcfore, ~ 
nearly so likcly to anse as from y . I collect one case where the tum 
erallv practiced when circumstanccs w1l! :;1ow. h i~e could not be passcd through tht 
was ~o larrre that when the neck.was cu irong 

vagina tillc,it was cut into !our p1ece11. d t be fukeu to heal tho woundtd 
After the operation, by either metb~ ' caro mus 

snrfncc~ and to keep down all i_nflammah_on. the extcrnal parts, as it sometimel 
When the tumor is located m the ,~gina, or odn G t care must be taken, hd• 

. f e more ea,1 ly effecte . rea b. 
is, the remoral is, o cours ' . t ~h lapsed bladder, intestine, or wom 
ever, that the supposed tumor is no e pro 

RYDRO~ETR.\, OR DROPSY OF THE W'OllB, . be OOl" 

This disease is ,ery rare, and I refer to it chiefly bccause it is hkely to 
. with polvpus or tumor. • tbe waJ)I 

foundcd, when it does oc~ur, • 1 f f a fluid substanco eitber m be8II 
Hvdrometra consists m the accumu a ion o d ~o few cases bate 

of tb~ womb or in its cavity, constitnting a lre~1 :º11~~1v i~ is protluced chieAY by 
f . t cannot well be trace1 . • os • . 

scen that the cau!.!CS o l b f ordinary inflammntton. 
dcranged menstruntion, or by any of t e causes o 

VITAL AND ORGANIO DISEASES. 651 
Instances are on record where the womb has bcen distended, by wate1 within it, 

ti1l as large as at the full period of prcgnancy. Indeed, one surgeon records a caso 
where eigldy-jfre pounds of fluid was evacuated from the womb, ancl another informe 
111 that he found thc organ, aftcr dcath, largc cnough to contain a child ten years oJ 
ag,I 

Tbe symptoms are similar to tbose of polypus, with the addition of fluctuation, or 
motion, like that of ordinary dropsy. 

This is moro a disease of thc mnrricd than of the single stnte, and is not nearly so 
dangerous as many others we hnve trcated upon. 

Tbe trcatmcnt varíes with the urgcncy of the case. Sometimos a little emmena 
gogue, or forcing medicino will expel tbe fluid, and a coursc of tonic medication 
aft.erward will pre,cnt its return. It may be neccssary, in sorne cases, to open the 
montb of thc womb and remo-ve any obstructions, or puncturc any mcmbranc that 
may pre-vent tho escape of tho fluid. Cases bave been :known eren where the womb 
wu opened externally, the samc as wben we tap for ordinary dropRy of the abdomen. 
In one inst:mcc, fi/ty-three pounds of hloody fluid cscaped, and thongh the patient 
wu fifty years of agc she pcrfectly recovered. 

Carc must be taken hcro that pregnancy be not mistaken for a uterino dropsy, an 
error not impossible to be fallen into. 

One form of hydrometrn occurs during pregnancy, nnd consfats simply in a greater 
ICCUmnlation than usual of tbe amniotic liquor. It is seldom dangerous, but by 
eoncealing thc motions of the child, it may make the pregnancy obscurc. 

In concluding our remarks on hydrometra, it is pcrhaps advisablc to l!aY a few 
Words on anothcr disease, supposed by sorne to exist, called pl1ysometra, or wind in 
the womb ! )Iany curious accounts are gi,en by old authors of this affection, but 
they are gcnerally looked upon as fabulous. Thus, ono tells us of a woman who had 
been long sick, with symptoms similar to those of hydrometra, from wbose womb 
there escapecl a ldnd o! bag or bladder, full of wind or gas, u:llich bounded on tho 
IOflr l Muny other accounts equally curious and equally incredible might be giren, 
bat it is snfficicnt to say that the structurc and conditions of the parts make any 
lllcb aeriform collections improbable. Immedintely aftcr childbirth, it is trne, owing 
totbe alternate cxpansion nnd contraction of the womb, air may be sucked up and 
~lled again, and gas may be gcnerated from the decay of a portion of thc placenta 
if it be too lonbrr rctained ,· but these accidental accumulntions are not tbe rcsult of ctiaeue. . 

I hare known sorne females much alanncd by the escape of air from the vagina 
flom its bcing so unusual, bnt it is in rcality a very simple affair, and of no conse
qtlence whatcver. This subject, in fact, has only bcen alluded to from our desire to 
Je.ve nothing unexplained, and to quiet unfounded apprebension. 

HYDATIDS OF THE WOMB, 

This is a name given to a peculiar kind of growth occasionally formed in the 
Yomb, the natnrc of which is not very well understood. 

Some hyclatids aro mcrely cclls or bladdcrs growing togethcr like a bunch of 
l!lpes; and filled with a white or yellowhh colored fluid. Others are longer, some
'l'b~ like a be.an, each ono distinct by itself, and furnished with a kind of claw by 
~~h it is afü1cbed. Others, again, are egg-shaped, nnd occasionally they are of no 
,a.'ticular f Qrm. 


