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have myself observed the fact, after death from masturbation. In one casees
the color and consistence of the brain were so remarkably different from th
healthy person that no one could fail to observe it ; in fact, it had the v
appearance as in some states of acute disease, and I have no doubt but thatin
of thege poor victims the brain is constantly in & state of inflammation, or ®
away. This is probably the true cause of that distress in the head, dimnegs
and loss of hearing that many of these patients complain of, and which som
continue till they become deaf, blind, and insane.

This explanation of the way in which spermatorrheea produces such vari
will make our detailed account of its effects easily understood, and will also
clear the philosophy of its proper treatment, and what should be done for
vention.

CAUSES OF SPERMATORRHEA.

I'here are undoubtedly many causes of spermatorrheea with which we e
imperfectly acquainted, and probably many that are not yet suspected. Mr 18
1nand remarks that “when it occurs spontaneously, during sleep, in a heal
continent individual, it doubtless exerts a beneficial influence on the econol
freeing it from a source of excitement, the prolonged accumulation of whie
derange the animal functions. In these cases it has an effect analogous to
{lnced by the bleeding at the nose, during yout . If, however, the discha
comes excessive, or continues longer than the state that first produced it
may follow, as already shown. Probably the most frequent cause of sperm
is too frequent sexual excitement, especially in the form of masturbation.
leaves the organs in a state of irritation which stimulates them to constan
and makes them perfectly independent of the will. At first the emissions are
attended by erections and pleasurable sensations, during sleep, but in time
to occur without either erection or sensation, and finally take place in the da
whenever the bowels are moved, or the urine passed, and in extreme cases th
constant running away of the semen without any intermission. To undersit
reason of this constant and uncontrollable escape of the semen, I must refer t0 8
of the anatomical details given in the description of the male organs.
shown that the semen passes, from the testes, along a pipe or duct, called the
deferens, which opens into the urethra, through the prostate gland, by tWOH
mouths called the ejaculatory ducts, These mouths are always shut in
state, except under the influence of sexual excitement, and then they open t0
semen through, but afterward firmly close. If, however, they are called upol:
this too often, they become irritated or relaxed, and consequently are MOTGE
to open from slight causes, and have less power to close again. They are €5
liable, when irritated, to be acted upon by the urine, which passes over them.
the bladder itself soon partakes of the same irritation, the urine is being
passed, and is nearly always mixed with semen. The pressure of the rectum
prostate gland, when the bowels are moved, will also cause the ducts to 0P
this is the reason why many persons always lose semen when at stool. The
motions of the body even will do the same, in bad cases, and more especially

running, leaping, or coughing. Finally, the ducts entirely lose the power
from relaxation, and then the semen is coustantly dribbling away.
Whenever the semen can be seen, there can of course be no mistake
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nature of the trouble, but very often it flows involuntarily without being visible, as ‘
before stated, and thus the individual may suffer without its being suspected w,hat
tmm The manner in which this occurs will now be understood,—the duets become
‘gensitive to the touch of the wrine, which in a healthy state produces no effect upon
them, £o that every time that fluid passes they open and allow the semen to escape
along ?vit-h it. The bladder itself being irritable also, owing to its intimate connec-
i;fpn'wlth the d.iseased parts, the urine cannot be long retained ; the smallest quan-
t:ty"ca_nsea an irresistible desire to expel it, and thus the individual is constantly
urinating, and constantly passing semen at the same time. It is only very recently
that this fact has been ascertained, and doubtless numbers have died in this way, as
'.bﬁ?m remarked, without the slightest suspicion being excited as to the cau;'é of
th&tr death. The means by which this mode of seminal escape is ascertained are
simple and sure, in practiced hands, as I can testify from abundant experience.

“ They consist in examining the urine with a properly constructed microscope, which

gx};-ihits in it the presence of the seminal animaleule. These minute animals are
mly always to be found in the urine of those afflicted with spermatorrheea, and
thear presence of course proves the escape of semen beyond a doubt. If is gqunite com-
mon for patients to remark that the urine is thick and ropy, particularly the last
dmps, and it is usnally thought that this arises from inflammation of the bladder
hltt in most cases it is only from being mixed with semen. In this way I have beel,l
@le to ascertain the true nature of a person’s disease in numerous instances, and to
apply the proper remedy, where previously they had been treated only i:)r gome
wptom of that disease, and of course without any permanent benefit. Many
t!mes I have had respectable married men, of temperate habits, come to me with
mry sympf_:om of spermatorrheea, but who assured me that they had never been
troubled with anything of the kind. They judged so, simply because they never

::ig;é&gnything pass fron} them, and they did not know that it could occur in any
2 ;n form. On showing these people the semen in their urine they were amazed,
and deeply regretted the want of information that had prevented them from know-

?gt::;: cause of their suffering before. I have no doubt but that this hitherto un-
etected form of spermatorrheea has been the cause of incalculable misery to thou-

.--mds, and that it has condemned numbers to insanity and untimely death, It is

Perhaps necessary to remind the reader here that when the loss oceurs in this way, it

18 from the ducts being irrifable, and not from being relaxed. When really relaxed

W‘Qﬂﬁn, the semen egcapes, more or less, at all times,
S :hﬁa liemarked above, in speaking of the causes of involuntary seminal emis-
y that it probably arose most often from too frequent sexual excitement, espe-

gﬂly in the fprm of masturbation. It may be as well to remark, however, to avoid
_rmml’p:rehens:on, that too frequent excitement in any form may act in the same way.
Huere are undoubtedly many married men who much exceed the bounds of true

moderati :
moderation, and they are apt to think that no harm will follow from such excess,

Jecause it ig legitimate. 'This is a great and a fatal mistake ; such men are just as

. ahle to s . . . .
8 10 puffer as if their gratification was sought under any other circumstances,

) M ﬁlhf?ry of.ten 'have such come to me for advice. The physiological laws, by which
2oy .l_lfs mamtau?ed, are quite distinet from those moral enactments demanded by
., © Wellare of society ; and the observance of one of these can never give immunity

;:10 infringement of the other.
18 not, however, excessive indulgence only that will cause spermatorrhees, for
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the very opposite of it may do the same. There are few men of warm temperami '

if healthy, that can remain long strictly continent without having involuntary
sions during sleep. These, as before remarked, are sanitary efforts of nat
relieve herself, and when not too frequent may be beneficial rather than h

Unfortunately, there is always a tendency, if the continence continues, for them fg

become more frequent, so as eventually to constitute a real disease, and thus mai
virtuous young man, who has never indulged in any form, is subject to the
misfortunes as the licentious debauchee, or the victim of masturbation. This!
truth as important to be stated as any other, though its announcement maj
strange to those who hear it for the first time. There are, fortunately, many
that can be used, in such cases, to lessen this tendency to an undue increase of
discharge, and - therefore these persons should know of their danger, in order {
they may see the necessity for adopting such means. Over-exertion, or greatag
tion of the mind, will also cause spermatorrheea, owing to the sympathy between
genital organs and the nérvous system, and it is frequently produced in this '
merchants, students, professional men and others. I have known many men
ness who always had involuntary emissions when they were much troubled
their affairs, and several law students have assured me that after any unusual
cation they suffered in the same way. Many other diseases of the generative organs
likewige lead to spermatorrheea, and so will certain derangements of the neighbo
parts, particularly long-continued constipation of the bowels, piles, and gravel
tain medicines also, especially cantharides, phosphorus, iron, and opium, are:
apt both to produce and aggravate it, and so will the use of tobaceo, alcoholy
heating or highly-seasoned food. © Among occasional causes still less likely to be
pected than any above referred to, may be mentioned worms in the rectum, ¥8
skin diseases, and diseases or injuries of the brain. = Syphilitic and gonorrhesal
tions also leave a tendency to spermatorrheea, and often directly produce it It
become satisfied also that in many children there is & predisposition to it, i
from their parents, accompanied, in many cases, with a congenital wealmess of
parts, which is frequently denoted by incontinence of urine. The most freq
cause, however, is sexual abuse, though the disease may not assume a very Aggras
form till many years after ; the follies and vices of youth being thus, in many
ces, the originators of disease and misery in mature life.

The general effects already described may follow from great seminal loss occan
in any way, but when that loss is involuntary these effects are nsually moret
and several others are experienced that do not always accompany voluntary
gence, even when excessive, In fact, involuntary loss is generally indicative of
sive and confirmed disease, and of course its symptoms are various.

Some of the first effects are exhibited upon the parts more immediately coz
with the genitals, particularly the urinary organs. The irritation speedily €
from the ducts and vas deferens to the urethra, and finally to the bladder, whi
comes in consequence so sensitive that it cannot retain the smallest quantity
without inconvenience. The patient is therefore constantly desirous t0
though but little finid escapes when he does so, and is thus kept in & stat?*. 1
tinual annoyance, so that he dislikes to join company, or to go anywhere 10 P&
for fear that he should not find opportunities for relieving himself. '

I have known men made completely wretched in this way, and in one.
cently, the individual was compelled to give up a profitable and pleasant occl
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merely because he could not remain at his post sufficiently long at a time, ~ Ulti-
mately this irritation may become so bad that all voluntary power over the bladder is
lost, and the urine then escapes constantly, without the patient being able to control
it This irritation of the bladder is usually one of the first indications that a man
has exceeded the bounds of moderation, though it does not always occur, even in the
most confirmed cases of involuntary emission. :
When the irritation has existed long in the bladder it is apt to extend along the

- ureters to the kidneys, and to produce there all the symptoms of inflammation of the

.ki@ys, and of gravel, with great weakness and pain in the back. It is difficult to
convince many patients that they have not these diseases, and still more difficult to
show them, when they are uninformed, how their troubles really arise. In fact, I have
known numerous cases where physicians themselves have been deceived, and where
they have preseribed for these mere symptoms, supposing them to be the primary dis-
eas, Without ever suspecting the truth.

‘f-iﬁmther part very apt to suffer from spermatorrheea is the rectum or large intes-
$ine, which is in direct communication with the prostate gland and seminal vesicles,
a8 may be seen by the illustrations. In some persons there is a constant feeling as if
the rh{h:vels were about to be moved, with a bearing down sensation, and a partial
_}ifumjm of the intestine. In others there is a general uneasiness around the anus
wﬁ:-_p‘enneum, which causes the patient to be continually shifting about on his seat,
??ﬂiiiloving as if he were in pain. Occasionally there is considerable irritation, or
mﬁmg, ‘and very often severe piles, from the circulation of the blood being impeded.
I!t%ﬂl"mrt, the rectum may be affected in many different ways, and 8o may the rest of
ﬁw =‘1ﬁ1':astines from their connection with it., Sometimes there will be a partial
Daralysis of their muscles from the deprivation of nervous power, which, by arresting
@Apetistgltic motion, will cause obstinate constipation. At other times the mucou:
ﬂﬂﬁipartakea of the general irritation, and then we have diarrheea exhibited, and no
Hédication whatever can check it, so long as the spermatorrheea continues.

*‘#ﬂ%he;r symptom of spermatorrheea sometimes met with is a peculiar irritation
af the urethra and meatus urinarius, or external opening from the penis. ~ This irri-
400 18 sometimes very slight, and only experienced after urinating, but at other

fhmacer ; 5 : :
times it becomes quite severe, and pretty constant, resembling, in fact, a real gonor-

ﬁhﬁb&,and being even accompanied by a discharge, showing the existence of inflam-
on. M_any men have become much alarmed from this syniptom, supposing it to
1‘9 @%#fechous disease, and in several instances I have known it the cause of mutual
@Pmmn, and much domestie unhappiness.

These local effects are usually the precursors of more general and severe ones, the

; :@Rﬁeetio‘n of which with the true cause of all, it becomes more difficult to trace.

In

.@ﬁm to & universal la'ssitude and weakness, there is experienced a remarkable
= .‘.%gowzer 1 the lower limbs, oxl:ving to which the patient finds it impossible to
Wﬂhﬁh, or to st:mc? long upon his jfeet, without being overcome with wenriness,
Wm’uﬂg munbed_m the legs and thighs. The slightest exertion makes him trem-

“#nd ook pale, his heart flutters, or stops beating altogether, and he experiences

- Mendency to faint,
- "W distressing debility is sometimes so excessive that the individual becomes

1086 unable to move, and yet he may not be much fallen away, nor look very sick,

e togni.ﬂformed persons are apt to think it is mere idleness or pretense. In the
L ourse time, however, the stomach begins to suffer, and becomes so weak that diges-
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tion is imperfectly performed, and then emaciation follows, which frequently be
a complete and rapid wasting away. The loss of nervous power sometimes &
diaphragm more especially, and then there is great difficulty in breathing, whiel

other sensations, leads to the belief that the lungs are diseased. And whe

ocears along with palpitation of the heart, which originates mugch in the

the poor patient is in a state of constant worriment and fear, nothing being abl

convinee him that he has not consumption and heart disease all at once.

The head is not exempt from the general influence, and headache, rush of
dizziness, and constant drowsiness, are commonly complained of. Partial di
or loss of sight, is also frequently observed, as if a cobweb had heen gpread o
eye, which fills with water, and looks red on the slightest extra use of it. The
lids, however, are more disposed to inflammation than the eye itself, and it
sible to do them any good while the spermatorrheea exists.

The most marked effects, however, are exhibited in the mind and feelings.
tal activity becomes as difficult and unpleasant as bodily, and the patient
dull, listless, and moping, his memory fails, his judgment weakens, and all
of application seems lost. When he sits down to study anything, the powers of
mind appear to wander, so that he cannot bring them to bear on the desired
and frequently he wakes up from a kind of dream and finds that he has quite fo
the subjeet altogether, This listless abstraction often gets so bad that the indi
is unfit for business of any kind, and not unfrequently it degenerates into
I have known several instances of men failing in their business from this
which T have no doubt is oftener connected with human mistakes and errors
people suppose. In youth, especially, this effect is a very gerious one, and the b
prospects of many a promising young man have been crushed in this way, Witk
either himself or his friends suspecting the cause. If the records of collegs
Vusiness failures, and of our lunatic asylums, could all be properly written,
ber of vietims in each who have been made by this disease would astonish @
And probably we may add also that moral failing has not unfrequently b
same origin.

The feelings and dispositions of patients of this class, in most cases un
decided changes as their mental powers, and equally to their disadvantage. &
times they become melancholy and sensitive to such a degree, that they burst
tears from the slightest cause, and constantly think they are purposely subj
trials and insults that no one around them dreams of. At other timest

come irritable and peevish, keeping all around them in as great a state of
as themselves, and firmly believing they are the most ill-used people in
Occasionally there is some peculiar form of monomania exhibited, one person
ing that he is constantly pursued by some enemy, Who wishes to deprive hin
life or fortune, while another firmly believes that some terrible misfortune isa
overtake him, from which he can by no effort whatever escape. It i8 b
there is any tendency to violence exhibited, at least toward others, the po
too much depressed, but sometimes the patient will injure himself. Many inst
are on record of monomaniacs, of this class, castrating themselves, under the
that they could never be better while the genital organs remained. In gen
iz a decided aversion to the opposite sex, and a shyness and embar
proaching them. Many reputed hermits and woman-haters have been men O

kind, Vo
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1In short, there is no end to the aberrations and vagaries of mind and feeling in-
duced by continued spermatorrhoea. ;
There ig, .however, one melancholy effect of this disease, occasionally seen, which
Twould willingly pass over, if it were not necessary to disclose the whole t;uth 80
that the real extent of the evil may be seen. .
‘The effect I refer to is a tendency to unnatural habits and vices, which, in such
cases, charity bids us look upon as resulting from a diseased brain svml;athizi
with the derangements of other parts. g 1)
~ The following cases are selected partly from my own note-book, and partly from
M. Lallemand’s celebrated work, Des Pertes Seminales : ‘
_ Gase:d} (Communicated by Dr. McDougall, in the preface to his Translation of
3 ‘fR. H——, wt. thirty-nine, passed the early part of his life in the country, and
was in the habit of taking much and violent exercise. About the age of sixtee,n he
entered a banking establishment in London, in which, by great diligence and steadi-
ne'wxof conduct, he rose, before he was twenty-five, to the post of cashier. The af-
fairs of the house fell into disorder, and ultimately a bankruptey occurred ; Mr,
H—, from the amount of confidence reposed in him by the partners of the ,ﬁrm
was much harassed during these unfortunate proceedings. Soon afterward he be’-
ame manager of a large mercantile establishment in the city, and about this time
gommenced some speculations in foreign bonds. From fluctuations in the share
‘mket, he was a loser 0 a considerable extent ; his mind was much harassed, and
ha bglgap.to suspect those about him of dishonesty toward their employer&, On
nvestigation t!lese suspicions were proved to be totally unfounded ; Mr. H—— gave
way to great violence of conduct, and resigned his situation. About this time his
?ﬁl}ller died, and Mr. H— was much disappointed at finding that property which
he ad incorrectly believed entailed, and consequently his, as eldest son, was left by
::ll to be equally divided between himself and the rest of his family. His conduet
.ﬁfﬁs t}(})erlod was of‘ the st.raugest description. He dreaded to go out into the streets
m _‘;Tgftwhelra his family resided, refused to join in their meals, and ultimately
Mpﬁy eft their house tlo return to London. - In 1837, his state had become such,
0 consequence of his repeated letters, members of his family visited London,

- #ud on their return took him with them into Devonshire. About this time his

m&ital dx's?rder put on a decided aspect; and I had then, as well as later, ample
_.Q??Qrtnmtles of observing his conduct ; and frequently heard his complaints. Emis-
m W.ere constantly on the search for him to arrest him for unnatural crimes com-
-E%ﬁf%?ngon; every one wh? met him in the street read in his conntenance
Wybﬁ‘.thé ele t had' committed ; taﬂors.‘ maﬁ_e his coats with the sleeves the wrong
em &}0 , in o.rder to brand him with infamy; the sight of a policeman in
Wlhng . E'm'med. him .beyc.)nd measure ;. and‘ often if a stranger happened to be
et 0;3111}? httlfz tlm.e in the same du-fzctlon as himself, he would exclaim that
it i e emissaries sent to seize him. At other times he would lock him-
Sk 8room and weep by the hour. He never took his meals with the family,

i, uﬁf-mwd fO(_)d or dr‘mk, .WlthOut first preserving a portion for chemical analy-
Was convinced his friends were in a conspiracy to poison him slowly, in

&y t%w:ge out_ the memory of his crimes. These ideas haunted him night and
= I8 digestion was ‘much disordered ; his sleep broken and restless, and his

i ; Excessively constipated, His face became flushed, and periodical attacks of
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cerebral excitement occurred, during which he complained of vertigo, noise
head, loss of sight, ete. He complained also of loss of memory, and frequ
bodily weakness, and lassitude. The best medical advice the neighborhood affg
was obtained, unavailingly ; the opinions of the gentlemen consulted were thai
H—— was laboring under aggravated hypochondriasis, complicated with m
nia. . Various causes were suggested as giving rise to the disorder, but no p
case of insanity was recollected in any branch of the family, Mr, H—— nowh
to talk of leaving England for America, in order to avoid his persecutors;
prevent this he was placed under the care of a private keeper.  While with thig
son he frequently and bitterly complained of constant pollutions while at stodly
darting pain, and a sense of weight between the rectum and bladder. Ile
urethral irritation, attended with discharge, pains in his loins, and in on
weakness of his legs, thick urine, piles, and obstinate costiveness. He kepta
at this time, which is at present in my hands. Not a day is passed in thisy
without mention of the distressing seminal discharges from which he suffered.
were treated as of no imvortance by his medical attendants, although he never
to complain of them, and solicited aid so long as he continued in confineme
England. When led away from his disorder into any discussion on public n
he was, however, a most amusing and instruetive companion ; as a man of b
he was equally acute, and to a stranger, as long as nothing was done to offend
he was, to all appearance, a man of observation and experience in life. Fo
two years and a half he was under the care of various gentlemen, devoted to
ingane, and at length he was discharged from an establishment near Bath,
visiting magistrates, as a person confined without due cause, His first ac
commence legal proceedings against his friends for his detention, and having
hig action, he immediately proceeded to London, and waylaid and violently assa
a gentleman of high commercial standing in the city. After this offense he was
fined for a considerable period, in default of bail, and immediately on his libe
it is believed that he procceded to America, From this time nothing was hes
him until September, 1843, when a letter was received by a gentleman who
merly attended him, in which he stated that the same course of persecution was
sued toward him in America, as had been followed in England, He complain
not being able to obtain efficient medical treatment, although he had applied
most eminent practitioners at Cincinnati, and afterward at Philadelphia &
York. After this, nothing more was heard of Mr. H—— until the year 1845,
an American newspaper was forwarded to his friends by an unknown hand, ¢
ing an account of his death, and of an inquest held on him, headed ¢ Death of &l
mit in West Jersey.” It was stated that he had lived on a small farm, entirelys
with the exception of a dog, and that he had shunned all intercourse with hi
bors, He was taken suddenly ill, applied to a neighboring farmer for assistan
died in the conrse of the following day, From information subsequently ob
by his friends, it is believed he died of apoplexy, or perhaps, in one of the &t
congestion of the brain, from’ which he frequently suffered before he leff his
country.

“The symptoms of this unfortunate case strongly resemble those of the
seeond and fifty-sixth cases retated by M. Lallemand. It was more a-ggrav&ﬁﬂd
ever; and presented the somewhat uncommon feature of the patient’s discove
frequent pollutions, and constantly complaining of them ; these, unfortunatel
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jmabed as matters of no importance, Mr. H—7g insanity at first, constantly had
-refel'eﬂee to hi‘s having either committed or been accused of commi’tting unngtura]
crimes, and this idea never entirely left him, although during the latter part of his
life, his more prominent hallucinations had reference to imaginary persecutors con-

* gtantly watching him, and endeavoring to ruin him by spreading false reports, and

o poison him .by adulterating his food, and infusing noxious gases into the air
There can be little doubt, on taking into consideration his complaints of wei h;:
b‘gtween the rectum and bladder, with darting pains, ete., in the same region tiat
:,th'a Roﬂutions arose from irritation in the neighborhood of the prostate ; and I t’hiJn]{
.ﬁ!ﬁt;lf at an early period of his disease this had been relieved, there WOl’Ild have beeri
:wﬂmdt?rable hope of his recovery from the hallucinations he manifested.”

7 _"I'hm case I have selected as one that gives a great number of the symptoms
Wy obsgrved, and as being well calculated to give a correct idea of the immense
E;lgs of en,ls thatloften follow from this disease. The next case is also one of Dy,
m; Bé:f;ilrsal a;nrclioltsiczt.]ual}y mstructive, It is a perfect copy of numbers that have
“‘T}.Je other case to which I have alluded as particularly attracting my attention
ggd W.]chh came under my notice about the same time, was that of a young man 01’5
high intellectual power and general talents, studying medicine. This gentleman
Wag one of my most constant companions, when almost suddenly, a serious change
eame over him—he shunned society, especially that of females, was morose tacitur;
and ,flrequent]y shed tegrs; he sat sometimes for hours in a kind of abstra’ction ﬂ.-n(i
mbalng aroused from it he conld give no explanation of his thoughts and feelings }
h!! ;!_on.stantly expressed to me his convietion that he should never succeed in his,
gﬂl‘gesm%n, and frcquentlrv exclaimed, that he was runined both here and hereafter—
'iany(;n ‘S[.):SI-—&Hd by hls own folly. About twelve months previous to this depres-
mdsig. SPTlil ,I he had a very severe zf,tfacl_c of blennorrhagia, with orchitis and phy-
. f'requis t?ft a de.gre‘s‘z of }rnfablhty in th.e bladder, which required him to pass
e en hy His digestion became so disordered that the simplest food would
like L sorilt illsltstog]acg, and he_ had frequm}t eructations of fluid, which blazed
asbomll aniim}s f?)r hlles : ;(]e. lg[t‘h}s (gl,re;lﬂe]?an 8 fathelj was a physician, and being
B e o »Obtaimed for him the advice of many of the most emi-
iy ¥-  No improvement ’f-ook place however, . After he had been six
i oy 1; state, I hz&d an. opportunity of spending three weeks by the sea-side,

nd accompanied me. We slept in the same room, and he was scarcely

eves : : !
€rout of my sight. Before our return, his health was almost re-established, and

.-'JE-‘BPI?'ltS had returned to their natural condition. Tiwelve months later, however.
m&:fﬂgloriellt;nto the same state of despondency, and this time his condition Wa:zl
s theed an on the former occasion. He frequently remained in bed three
i i ay, afld‘ no threats or ent.reat]es on the part of his father, could indunee
e tgooklgl' Elhs mtel]c_actual fa.cul?.les were totally prostrated, and.a vacant stare,
hi ﬁlﬁmate] 1@ bf ace of 'hl.S natural lively expression, induced considerable fears of
i w}{i hcomlng idiotie.. I was the only person who possessed any influence
e };is dic dmay perl}aps be attr}buted to his feeling that I was atware of the
Whlch i sor er. 'I.‘l'us state continued between three and four months, during
Hoved 1 ﬂ‘;msf“?th him as much as my other duties would permit, and frequently
ruduglly ¢ e folly of the course he purslued. At the expiration of this time he

J recovered. e has since had a slight relapse once only; he has pursued
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his professional studies with success, and is at present a medical officer in her mi

ty’s service.

% At all these consultati i
1§ | i sultations, the necessity o ini i
{ i «On this case, I need only remark, that the symptoms did not arise froms it ity s i

the ntility of traveling—of various amusements
mpo : : , and of a striet regimen—
m@“";"fwﬁ"’e 2;?03?;11?% fm]:n the bowels by means of Purgﬂﬁlvesnangn?njt:z
B o foeches to the g wi{ li)mtil; gf'aftltloners recommended the frequent applica-
and camphor, were indicated. tet, cte. ; others thought that assafeetida, baths,
ai ‘lN o
mﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁﬂgﬁe:; ;n]:’i?:;f :;?iqir;lsr;;iyfl:o;l}tieﬂ‘ any considerable amendment ; the
married persons. It also shows how physicians may easily mistake the symptomsios pahon continued. Cold plunge baths smd( folglzgrnde.md his stomach.  His consti-
those of other affections. 3 : .m?up_portable spasms M. de S—— exP{;l‘ience Finda 5]’0'1 to the head, relieved the
«Tn the month of January, 1824, I was requested to sec M. de S——, affected - Ay, in .S'“’OS’; and the use of donches also appe egs and face; the waters of
with symptoms of cerebral congestion, from which he had suffered for some Gmes - “S6ll M. de S— became more irritable, and at the A
During several consultations I gathered the following facts : y Eilattach were more frequent and more \'iolimt and h] same time more apnl;h_etic.
¢ M. de S—— was born in Switzerland of healthy parents, and his father + ence toward the persons and things he had befors ‘heen e ”.’z}nllfested greater indiffer-
suddenly of affection of the brain. M. de S——, possessing a strong constl hu.hmta inereased to such an extent that he fre lléntlw}){fllltlla tvo. The e
and an active mind, received an excellent education, and at an early age turne M His nights were restless, his gleep ve(}-v li .}ate ’ 10‘ g { i
attention to the study of philosophy and metaphysics ; he afterward studied : M’Nus tremors, or acute pains accompanied with crfm ml’}‘ slien: e
philosophy and politics. l;o;wd’ and the imminent fear of apoplexy 4
« After having spent some years in ion. In th.e foot, tartar-emetic ointment, blis
obliged to undertake the management of a manufactory, and to attend to @ ?hﬁnuff t:;‘;;;:ﬁz ’heac'i_.l necessary.
which wounded his pride. He became, by degrees, peevish and capricions—p ke ing the employment of these : ;
without apparent caﬂse, from an extravagant gayety to a profound melancholy==¥ Wk“f mﬂgESti({n oceurred. pI was summt;;fe(ri ETIE?; licmeﬂ.mres, el
jrritated by the slightest contradiction—showed no pleasure at fortunate evente=Es mmueﬂ& agitated, and incapable of remaining two mi‘i?ion" and I found the
gave way to anger on improper oceasions ; at length he appeared to feel disgust and R as red, his eyes projecting, injected, and fixed. his hes .t i place ;
fatigue at correspondence or mental exertion.” ¥ Wﬂm ;‘Ihisdre“'d; his wialk was uncertain, his legs At di’n uEdgsmlgmm"‘ expressed
At this period he married, and Dr. Butini, of Geneva, his medical & bend ant ) !*,The ;:15;1 Cfﬂd, and his pulse small and slow, - r £he feaightiof his
and friend, wrote respecting him, as follows : 1 _ hp 1 circnmstance attracted my attenti
¢« With this marriage the most happy period of his existence seemed o COmE mﬂﬂ ?1 leeches to the anus. M. de STTI?,E,D?:CEMIE]&I?% reCOIl‘lmend(Ed the
mence ; but soon the germs of the disease, which so many causes had contribw g Passion, and asserted that leeches had always we ﬂ-ey i ;Piw hlfmelf "ft‘f a
produce, became rapidly developed. It was perceived that M. de §—— wroteé ' ey ”Z’ef" I was too much afraid of the occurr n?ze ;zm without giving
and with difficulty, and his style presented signs of the decay of his faculti MU0 fo. this assertion, and I succeeded in obmininC c:s 0. apopleyy o [pay
stammered and expressed his ideas very imperfectly ; he cxperienced, also, ab i e g the application of six
attacks of vertigo, so severe as to make him fall, without, however, losing sensibl . @ next day I found the patient very pale, and so weak that h
or being attacked by convulsions. - m “Z‘;me of much annoyance to him, as he manifested aacontha: gngb]e %
¢«One day an attack which frightened the patient seriously, s deepis m'wh_ . @dematous ewelling of the parotid gland and of the ri }?: hesu_'e o
: o oe sucoceded, a few days after, by a similar state of the lef fﬁ; szl][i

mily, came on whilst writing an ordinary letter.
e right side of th

voluntary seminal discharges, but from excessive discharges caused by abuse. i
Al various treatment recommended by the distinguished practitioners consulted, prow
A1 14 1 A unsuccessful, because the origin of the disorder was unrecognized, and the rem
(01l 1 consequently useless, while the habits of abuse were continued.” :
i e The following case is one of M. Lallemand’s, and is chosen here as an illus

I of the fact, already stated, that this disease may exist and become very gerion
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ared to produce some improvement.
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he cerebral congestion
: rendered leeches to the anus, venesec-
isters, mustard pediluvia, and the appli-

Paris, pursuing his favorite subjects, he was
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pression on his fa
attendants attributed this attack, which left a weakness of th Y

) . “Bleep had become indispensable, and the patient was much reduced from th

ey duced from the

to apoplexy. Twenty leeches were applied to the anus, and the danger & want of it ; b :
. | ] i ;]i:vm}f' me with tears in his eyes, that he had lost his appetite and could
« Similar attacks, however, ocourred at Geneva, Montpellier, and several lent ¢ ﬂ!afhe O'fete l:ﬁ’iltgwels. I also Jearned that he was habitually costive and ﬂal:u
L] recourse to injections and purgatives in ord ol i
] g £ er to relieve his

ished practitioners were consulted: some of these, struck by the misad i
i 'tab'l'ép f the pati d his solitary habit ,arled the affection 88 lad 1 % tonstipation, and, lastly, that his walk
jrritability of the patient, and his solitary habiis, reg ded the alleclS 8 lately hoeo » 8nd, lastly, that his walks, and the evacunation of his bowel
hypochcs:{;lriacal OT NErvous ; otlzlexis, takirll)g int}? consu:eratw&] his dlgc:tl; - 0 g 03:;1;; so]el objects of his thoughts and conversation. els
considered it an affection of the liver ; but the great num er were of O — Dol e analogons symptoms in b )

there existed a chronic affection of the grain, suchgars encephalitis, or chronic mMet= tha ‘ﬁang}itmage Ifurthgr i;qniri;s l}es;r:cbtifgq:}ﬂO:ttzLiqigeﬁﬁ?c;ﬁ?tc tviiabzldmmg

Fra 5ia - p i, . A hy ¥ e 81 v S a8 suppose

%mfii a(n?;%r 'fr)om hereditary predisposition. This last opinion Was held ' %m % ivai{:iﬁgenqﬁzrfg:ig’ and I was S}oml convinced that the intel})e};tual
ailly (ok Biois). i - ldeg of ¢, ng, ¢ e power in the hand which hel s

3 0 bo‘;\; had, in fact, retained an equal degree of strc;;gt}:.e R R

an end.
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«Struck by a remark of Dr. Butini’s respecting the progress of the di
after marriage, I made inquiries of Mme. de S——, and learned that th
of her husband had become go uncertain, irritable, and tormenting, that
thought he must be unhappy in his marriage. I then suspected that the ¢
the patient’s disease had been mistaken, and I requested that his urine
kept for my inspection. The appearance of the urine was gufficient to co
that my suspicions were well founded ; it was opaque, thick, of a fetid and
odor, resembling that of water in which anatomical specimens have been m
" By pouring it off slowly I obtained a flocculent cloud, like a very thick dec
barley ; a glairy, ropy, greenish matter remained, strongly adherent to the
of the vessel, and thick globules of a yellowish white color, non-adherent, 1
of pus, were mixed with this deposit. I was therefore convinced that gpe
existed, together with chronic inflammation of the prostate, and suppura
kidneys. 7

« Notwithstanding the state of M. de 8— s intellect, I was able at &
moment to obtain further information. At the age of sixteen, he had e
blennorrhagia ; this he carefully concealed, and succeeded in curing by ¢
refrigerant drinks. The following year the blennorrhagia returned, and was
by astringents. Two years afterward, from drinking freely of beer when
discharge again appeared, and after some time it again returned, from th
horse exercise. Since that time M. de S— had felt little sexual desire,
abstained from intercourse without regret. Ejaculation during coitus had
been very rapid. Fully convinced by combining all these circumstances,
to M. de S—— the nature of his disease, and he promised me to observe

¢ The next day he called me aside, and told me that the last drops of uri
viseid, and that during an evacuation of the bowels, he had passed a sufficie
tity of a similar matter to fill the palm of his hand.

« Fight days after, another attack of cerebral congestion occurred, 10
stertorous breathing, cold skin, and an inappreciable pulse ; the patient fe
kind of syncope, of which he died on the 1st of March, 1824.”

Not long since I had under my care the editor of a newspaper, whose
almost identical with the one above, and who was first made sick, as he
me, by excessive agitation during an election campaign. !

Constipation has been spoken of as a cause of spermatorrheea, but few
would suppose it could have the effects that sometimes follow from it.
case, however, will convince the most skeptical, and though it is not often
have such a severe case, there are yet plenty that are bad enough. .

¢« M. de B—— consulted me in the month of May, 1834, respecting -
affection, on whose nature distinguished physicians could not agree, but
regarded as very serious.

¢«He was of a middle height with a large chest and a well-develo

gystem ; his hair brown and curly, his beard thick, his face full and d
Notwithstanding these signs of apparent strength and health, I noticed
knees were slightly bent, and that he was unable to remain long standi
shifting the weight of his body from one leg to the other ; his voice Wa&
hugky ; the motions of his tongue seemed embarrassed, and he articulated
in a confused manner ; his attitude was timid, and his manner had 8¢
incertitude and fear ; he had been married fifteen days.
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- “His mother-in-law and his young wife, who accompanied him, informed me
E m&m this period he had several attacks of congestion of the brain, during
~ which his face was highly injected. At the first of these attacks the surgeon, called
 in the night, had bled him to the extent of three pounds, in order fo prevent

W, repeated venesection, and the frequent application of leeches, had relieved

1@, attacks of congestion, but had not prevented their recurrence. . The patient had

beco 1'31}bjeet to attacks of vertigo, and was unable to look upward without feeling
A.\'\_V'_,‘_‘_:.'-,-'»hjs legs had become so weak that he had fallen several times, even when
walk g on level ground ; his ideas had lost their clearness, and his memory failed

-+|;“’.~l'hw symptoms had spread consternation through both the family of my

be b and that qf his wife, especially as several practitioners of reputation were
| 28 fo the existence of some serious disease of the brain, although they could

" not decide as to its nature. Most of them, however, were inclined to suspect ramol-

- lissement (softening).

~ “The countenance of the patient during this recital, the coincidence of the con-
“anmth the period of his marriage, and the bad effects of blood-letting, made
ispe t the nature of the disorder, and induced me to carefully question him sepa~

. When we were alone, he told me, stammering, that an unexpected occurrence
imediately after his marriage, had at first prevented any conjugal intimacy, and
afterward he had found himself completely impotent. He attributed this mis-

: tofth_e attacks of cerebral congestion, and to the bleedings he had undergone.
%@ther inquiry, however, I discovered that he was affected by diurnal pollu-

'__'l_ﬂfi*ﬁ'he‘ following is the history I obtained from this patient by dint of question-
'%H-—At the age of sixteen he possessed a very strong constitution, and an ardent
,fﬂiﬁj‘,MOnnte character. At school he contracted the habit of masturbation, and at

~ theend of three months he had frequent nocturnal pollutions, with pain in the chest

'ﬁhﬁﬁblesome palpitations, which warned him of the danger of the viee, and he

ced it forever. When he became free from the restraints of school, he sub-
@ ardor of his temperament by the most violent exercises—especially that of
3 »ﬁ!ﬂ?——imd he attached himself to agricultural pursuits with much energy.

* “This new mode of life so completely re-established his health, that he was tor-
'byqnergetic and continued erections, to subdue which he employed river-
b &¥en In the coldest seasons. He never committed excesses of any kind, and

* fuffered from any blennorrhagic or syphilitic affection.
8.33-’ the erections were slightly mitigated, but he became very much consti-

h he attributed to the constant use of horse exercise.

_hlsaz, he experienced some numbness and creeping sensations in his feet and

- “In 1833, frequent dazzling of sight occurred, with vertigo, difficulty of vision,

’ €8 of heat toward the head and face ; the patient attributed all these symp-
ﬂ_“ir-ﬂ.ﬁeets of his still-increasing constipation.

the same time that these symptoms occurred, the patient’s erections became

energetic, and after a time, incomplete ; his fitness for intellectual labor

, the .cerebral congestions became more frequent, and more severe ; his

me habitually very red ; his head burning; an almost constant fixed pain

Bn the orbits, and his character became fickle and contradictory.




