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In another similar instance, impotency, with complete loss of desire also, f
a fracture of the skull over the left femple, and no means that were used
slightest effect in restoring it. In a few months the testes began to w
eventually almost totally disappeared, but the general health was only |

affected.
In the American Journal of the Medical Seiences, for February, 1839, Dr.

relates a curious instance of a gentleman injured in a railway car. He was log

out at the moment when a collision occurred, and the shock threw the bae
head against the edge of the window with sach force as to stun him ; he, h
recovered his senses and was taken home, but suffered great pain in the back
the head and top of the neck. His right arm was numbed a little, and some d
was experienced in passing the urine, but in two weeks he was able to walk
no other inconvenience than a slight dimness of sight. About the fiff
discovered that he was impoteat, and had lost all sexual desire. The means
restore his genital powers were only partially successful, nor was his memory.
fect as before, but all the other difficulties disappeared under proper treatm

In the Lancet, for August, 1851, is an account of a medical student, who:
a blow on the face, in a quarrel, which knocked him down, so that he fell
back of his head. He was totally unconscious for eight or ten hours, but
recovered, and on the following day even resumed his studies, which he
unremittingly for the next six weeks. He, however, became exceedingly i
with a feeling of general uneasiness, and after the first week he observed th
organs begin to waste, and desire to weaken, till he finally became nearly
but afterward recovered under proper treatment.

Many instances have been observed of soldiers being wounded in the
suffering afterward under the same disability. It is perhaps proper to rem

ever, that this is not the only nor even the most frequent result of such injun
many patients so hurt suffer no deprivation of their genital powers, but havé

other functions impaired. Thus, some lose their sight, some their hear
others become paralytic in their limbs,

The prospect of recovering the sexual powers, when lost from injuries of
is very small, especially if the parts have really begun to waste. The treat
first, must be that best caleulated to subdue the irritation which is probably
in some parts of the nervous system, and afterward, if requisite, to rouse
matic nerves to more energetic action. Every case, however, will require
peculiar to itself, which can only be discovered by a patient and careful 3
all its symptoms.

A further corroboration of the facts above stated may also be found
physiological indications observed in those who have died from strangulatio
well known that in very many men who have been hung, erection and even
emissions have occurred, and experiments upon animals have often led to.
result. This i attributed to the pressure of the rope on the back of the h
in some way or other excites the spermatic nerves. I have even known
made on that region purposely, in a particular manner, in order to excib
and frequently with perfect success. Some of the females in the Turkish
understand this, and they habitually chafe or shampoo the back of the necs

companions of the other sex, for this very purpose. I have frequently®
plication of this important fact in my practice, in cases where there W
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o mon of that sympathetic influence which the brain ordinarily exerts upon the

Be: Aﬂl'gm
* A full consideration of all the facts and aron i
e ( e guments bearing upon this influ
mbﬂ =_‘m. over t.he gexnal fum‘:tlons, has left the subjeet, so ?ar as I am congz"?egf
Tea gl_a;scunty. Tl'lat a gingular influence is gffen exerted by the brain in thi;
wg,% Eetxmea beneficially, and at others the reverse, is undoubted, but whether
me e uenee P:manates from a pa?'tz'czzlftr part of the brain, or from the w}iole
mggnhalmuncertam Th'e phl"enolngisfs affirm that only a particular part of the. en-
egp on i8 concerned in this phenomenon, namely, the lower part or cerebell
whiehrests upon the spinal marrow, i
tm}}u%raitera careful consideration. of all the reasons brought forward in support of
1 gha i;hr.ua.{:m.n, I am got yet con Ymeed of its correctness. That many facts favor
ma i‘.'_tgo;ydl am willing to admit, but it is also certain that many others militate
ﬂm . 3: gioa.nn , 88 at?earclllcr after truth, I must congider everything that bears upon
6 question, even though opposed to my previous opiniom. I set i
o ! 3 ) . out with fir
:Iﬂlafmg ltl’.hat th:d cerebellum was the organ of the sexnal propensity, and m;r ilii’l:ag
ligations have made me doubt it. It is not true, I am convin I
L ‘ . s ced, that the stre
?{;{1 @ﬂ’g..pmmnszty can be .estlmated by the development of his’ cerebellum nlzftit
mth:s;n rlfgarfh t.:g.;mt;mals either. If it were so, we ought to find that organ’hrgest
AL EN0Se Who exhibit the propensity most, and in numerous cases it i :
inothers it is. A celebrated German yélilog kg ol ot
ke : d Germg physiologist made some investigations bearin
;’:g ﬁ;:j r;p:sm:, gf an }ntitetrestx?lg character ; he had numerous opportnncities of dissecg
ing , and euriosity induced him to weigh the cerebellums of i
= 0 . - these animal
aame -gu;hgemtl:zil bggn castrated when young, and others left entire. Now if thsf,a
W ¥ the organ of amativeness, it ought, of course, t
o Ly s , to be largest
:;ﬂffﬁménﬁt;i: }:;or?es, Who’ havelalwa'ys exhibited that propensity, and we shouldgex-
o m - it almost .dlsappeared in the others, seeing that they could never have
Lol iything of the kind. The result of the experiment w 7 i
e : 1 periment was, however, on taking
g equal number of each, that there was scarcely any difference, or if

3
Iy a5 all, the castrated ones had the largest cerebellums. TIn observing idiots, also

:;9\1:;1{]1 :?:}T were notoriously licentious, and others directly the reverse, I have not
U that the development of the cerebellum corresponded to the phrenological sys
o * s

4 '&im- Wt 5
.t Neither can it be contended that the size of the cerebellum in the castrated

animal ; .
3:::1:}1:;8 a;lgihthe t}‘esEﬂt of disease, for no .diﬁerence could be detected in it be-
"ﬂg-:oﬁ-ﬁhg cembeﬁ hers. AI} that can be said, therefore is, that certain agencies
k:-tﬁem. 'The ellum, some{zmes cause.sexnal manifestations, and at other times
ﬁin@ﬁ'pﬁ'ﬁduce o same agencies also acting on other parts of the brain will some-
T ti*‘m i :f:u:ne results, and sometimes when the cerebellum is acted upon,
which e :g Ive organs that are aﬁectefl, but the sight, hearing, or speech,
e etore, just as propfar]y be considered under its exelusive influence.
.0 also be stated, as bearing on this subject, that certain influences oper-
e f the jbody will often affect the generative organs in a decided
T and‘:;? a bhs?er on the leg cause the most uncontrollable sexual de-
Dplying bl fje & tf application of caustic fo the throat do the same in another.
S i 0 the top of the neck also, though it is followed by erections in
B it 0o such 'eﬂe‘ct takes. place, and occasionally it will produce a
My ng, like St. Vitus' dance, in the arms. Flogging the back, it is well

Wi, even w : 4
# hen very severe, will frequently cause erections and emissions, as in
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the case of soldiers when undergoing that brutal punishment. Roussean
in his Confessions, that flogging boys at school, in the disgraceful manner for
practiced, is sometimes followed by similar results, and he remarks that the
the punishment may be forgotten under the powerful exeitement it leads to-
of deep moral importance. In short, there scems every reason to believe
strength of the sexual propensity is dependent upon some peculiarity of th
organs themselves, though it may be often modified by various mysterious
thiés emanating from other parts. If the semen be never formed, there will
be any sexual desire, and if the amount secreted be unusually large, the de
be proportionally great, independent of all other influences. In those who feel
without having any semen, as is sometimes the case in impoteucy, or even
tration, it is only the remembrance of a lost pleasure.

In treating disabilities of the generative organs, however, the possible ini
of injuries to the head, even at former periods, and long ago, should always be
in mind.

Similar facts I have also noticed in females, showing that the influence i
in both. Some have never conceived after receiving a blow upon the h
others have always miscarried after. In some it has entirely destroyed all
feeling, and in others it has, for a time, excited it to a most uncontrollable

CHAPTER XLIL

STERILITY, AND ARTIFICIAL IMPREGNATION,

i Or late years, much attention has been bestowed upou the subject of sferility, and

= L success has attended the efforts of physicians to cure it.

* migearriage will occur, even if she does conceive,

| %ﬂ%ﬂm egg cannot pass down them till it is Zoo 7ipe, or spoilt, and, therefore, inca-

3 This success has re-
from a better knowledge of the various causes of sterility, in both sexes, and

B Imeans by Yvhich such causes could be removed. Those who have read our pre-
i ,gc?l_apters will be aware that a childless marriage may result, on the part of the
- male, either from actual impotence, from malformation of the organs, or from an im-

2 m&imndltmn of the semen. On the part of the“female, it may result from various

auses. She may either be imperfect in the ovaries, so as to form no eggs, or the eggs
selves may not be perfect ; or she may have such an irritable womb that constant
Besides these causes, the passage

In like manner, the Fallopian tubes may be so contracted

L gt

ble of impregnation.

“:‘_’_ Mmt of t}{ese causes are capable of removal, as shown in previous chapters. In

_ ‘ﬁa malg,_#a.nous malformations can be corrected ; the organs can be strenvth\;sned
e tesfes can be made to secrete semen more abundantly, and of a bottert> nalit ,

the fgmale, .?‘Iso, the gvaries can be strengthened, so as to form more an% hettz;
€ggs ; the irritability of the womb can be removed, so that when she conceives

__ bryo can be retained : the Fallopian tubes can also be opened, when contracted
, and the passage into the womb can be enlarged, so as to admit the semen

; Iﬁéeimty. ':I’hus most of the causes of sterility are removadle, and it is perhaps
:.y-'that-nzne out of ten childless couples may be made to be,come parerﬁi .
.QPEII'&tIOIlB for opening the I'allopian tubes and the passage into the 1;7omb
l‘&g:l;fg péarforgaec}ll, and with the happiest results, Men with small organs

{ ed, an ith ill-for y
0 . foftheir nattu::f I\:;Ltsh ill-formed ones have them re-formed, so as to
L V-Et.lmes happens, however, that the man may have the opening of the penis
5 o ::d,. but far down the organ, and in such a case, though he may have
€601 good semen, he may fail to impregnate. The semen, in such a case, is
Wi up to the womb, and unless the female have unusual powers of abro, -
Y never rea,c}_l there, and of course cannot impregnate the egg. Sucuhrapil
sometimes be removed by making a new opening in the proper place
the ther. 3* but this cannot always be done. 4 :
o , 880, in the female, the womb may be out of place, so that its mouth
) ehyfl:{vjl;esent}:ed; or the passage 1ntc3 1t may contract, in spite of all we can
i ¢e that no semen can possibly enter. This is very apt fo be the
ales of very warm temperaments, and explains why such women often
451
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No doubt some females can absorb semen from the vagina
In most cases, the semen, or th

do not conceive.
plained elsewhere, but these are exoeptions.
malewles, must directly enter the womb. .

Now, it is in precisely these cases in which the semen cannot reach the
during or soon after connection, from some of the causes above named, that ar
impregnation is so applicable and so generally successful.

As we have already explained, connection s not essential to impregnation;

female may conceive without any contact whatever with the male! All thab
is for healthy, perfect seminal animalcules to enter the womb, and unite there
perfect egg. 1t matters not how the semen is got there, whether through them
of the male organ or through the medium of a syringe! And upon this fac
the practice of artificial impregnation.

Experiments, made a long time ago, showed that a bitch when in heat e
impregnated by injecting semen with a syringe up the vagina. And fu

by mixing the semen from different dogs, a mixed progeny could be produced y

resembling one of the dogs, and some another.

Finally, some physicians, seeing the anxiety of many childless paren
spring, and feeling sure that this longing could, in many cases, be easily gra
artificial impregnation, urged it upon their patients. A proposition so stran;
novel was, of course, received with great surprise and many objections, and
long before the matter Wwas put to the test. Finally, a French physician
upon several childless couples to adopt the means he suggested, and the sue
attended them at once established the practice, till it has now hecome quite @
and no couple now in France consent to be without children, if they wish
these means have been tried. There are physicians, even, who make this & §
and do scarcely anything else but cure sterility, by artificial impregnation.

It is true old John Hunter had suggested this practice to one of his patien
years ago, and it had succeeded, but the fact had been lost sight of. Itis
recent times that the practice has become recognized as a legitimate one
practice.

Tt is a curious circumstance that in an old Arab book, published nearl
hundred years ago, a case of artificial impregnation is fully described. It
in one tribe there was a famous stallion, so fleet that no other horse could
with him, and his master could make raids and always escape, owing to hi
A man of another tribe, however, who had been injured by the owner of the
stallion, determined to have one of the same breed, so that he might e
him. The book relates, therefore, that when his mare was in heat he
cotton and soaked it in the mucus from her vagina; then, during the 1
stole to the side of the famous stallion and put this cotton to his nose. T
course excited the horse, as it always does, and finally had such an effect
that he discharged the semen, which the cunning Arab caught upon S0
cotton, and then, hastening home, he placed it in the vagina of his mare.
sequence was that she became pregnant, and ultimately brought forth am
which became the equal of his father, and the Arab was thus able to make

his tarn upon the hostile tribe. There was one wide, deep diteh in this
desert which only these two could leap.

Artificial impregnation is performed in t
a properly constructed syringe, having a long nozzle,
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m;emen, fro.zshly obtained, is sucked up into the syringe, the small end of which
~ s pushed up into the womb, and then the semen is injected. Of course it is then

il

put just where it is wanted i - _ i \
'gﬂjz , and if a healthy, well-formed egg be there, impregnation
o There are various precautions to be observed, however, to insure success, con
nected w > A Oy -
d with both sexes. In the first place, we must ascertain when the female passes

.. the egg, as explained in a previous chapter, because it is of no use placing the semen

in the womb when the egg is not there to receive it. Nor is it any use before the egg
2 =]

" reaches the womb. It is requisite, therefore, to m

- Teaches 5 : ake the matter mor i

b ﬂnﬁy the female before, during, and after menstruation. e e
! Qf eourse, the most likely time will be immediately after the cessation of the

, and fl'on'l then till six or eiﬂht dﬁ’;s &ftel' s 0 i ‘
- W “ i
B y O, 1n some few Ct.iuses, pelha[]s,

UaﬁﬂJ!dt,er ﬁhe operation the female should remain perfectly quiet for an hour or so
‘and avoid all violent exertion or excitement for some time after. If the period come;

* onagain at the usual time, it will show that im i i
g e . : pregnation probably did not oce
. nn.t_”_i_‘r_the operation should be repeated a little earlier or a little lafer, for it is not pltl)ls.i

r.
Il
Ul

L

:)he l;ajill (:?ses, to be sure of the proper time, and, occasionally, the injection has
i X or eight tunef% before impregnation takes place. I remember one
. nﬂe in which the operation was repeated eleven different times in as man
me "1};&:@ 1o SuCcess, b'ut on the twelth it did succeed. : 3
ﬂmmn; (;Zse Eltee rﬁrst én?ectmn_ was mad? the first day after the Pe.riod_, the second
e y , and so on till the eleventh day; the twelfth injection was the
= before the flow had quite ceased, and that succeeded. ;
i;m::t::t;e remte:mbered !:hat gome women have a flow at regular periods, as usual,
%‘ﬁéfinjecﬁon ?(?jp lon. It is therefore necessary to be very cautious and not repeat
iﬁ%naﬁqn L s;:}o.nt, .unless there. seems to be no doubt as to its being a real men-
ﬁyb@-n‘o iy O;C 5 16 is bei_:ter t(.) let two.or even three months pass, so that there
. causing miscarriage. With care, however, this accident may not
8s %T ceur, even if injection be practiced after conception has taken place.
al50 advisable that the man should prepare himself some time beforehand,

o) Vlfimg all exhaustion or excitement, so that the semen may be abundant, and

» A] quality.
s : fgg;}llg-}?& _the operation is simple, and easily made, even by the parties them-
ﬂmg, = wit; ;; better done by some one who has the proper instrument, and who is
il e anatomy of the parts. No injury need be feared under any eireum-
m ;)ny unpleasant consequences whatever. The only precautions to be ob-
hep:m Bag:iveﬂthe ‘sy;]'mge properly warmed, to introduce it slowly and gently

as o the right depth, and to have it i ;

el pth, ave it filled with the semen, so that no

heed only remark that the semen must be freshly obtained, and used immedi

£

gﬁma-pﬁ sician
s 41 7 1 1 1
%‘t - nec::f; S{Ieculum when mtrqﬁucmg the syringe, but that is not
B sary, however, to ascertain first the length of the vagina and
: ¢ womb, o as to know exactly what depth the syringe should pen-

; ;e as to the position in which the female should be placed, and other matters
© given here, as they can be communicated if necessary. ;
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During the last five years, I have performed this operation thirteen ti
known of its being performed thirty-seven other times, making fiffy in all. of
fifty, forty-three have been successful, and the other seven failed, I have n
from imperfection either in the semen or the egg.

In such a matter as this, I consider no apology or excuse necessary. It co
ouly the parties themselves. If childless people wish offspring, and safe and ha
means of gratifying them can be adopted, it rests entirely with them alene wl
they will remain without children, or obtain them by these means. As
practice being in any way improper or immoral, T cannot so consider it, bub raf
the contrary. The parenfage is of course the same, and the child so produce
just as perfect as if it came in the natural way. '

Independent of 1ts value as a means of insuring offspring, this practice
lead to valuable results in another way. It is well known that many childless
suffer from a variety of complaints which can never be removed while the;
childless, but which disappear immediately they become mothers. Now in
cases artificial impregnation enables us to insure them that relief which they
would never obtain without. :

It should also be remarked, that when impregnation has once been effected a
eially, it usually occurs afterward naturally, without any difficulty.

At the termination of our great war, I was waited upon by an officer, W
been wounded at the battle of Shiloh. The whole of the penis was shot away,
the festicles unhurt! His secretion of semen was abundant, and it was often
in large quantities, with considerable excitement. He was married onlya
before joining the army, and his wife had not conceived. Of course any eon
was out of the question, although an artificial penis had been adapted to
which he could urinate with comfort. Both himself and wife, however,
tensely desirous of having children, but thought, of course, there was no h
them. "

Being aware of his condition, I spoke to him of the practice of artifics
nation, which he heard of with the greatest joy, and at once consulted with
on the matter. The result was that they both agreed, and the operation W
formed successfully the first time. That child is living now, and is as fine
ever gladdened parents’ hearts. They have resolved, when he is seven years
have another, or earlier if he should die.

In another case, the man had lost all power of erection, from paralysis,
the secretion of semen still continued, and there were frequent emissions.
had five children before, but all were dead, and they never hoped to have anothe
accident, however, he heard of the practice of artificial impregnation, and
me #bout it. An appointment was made, and he paid me a visit, with h
Feeling satisfied, at the interview, that there was no reason why the operation
not be performed, I undertook it at the proper time, and repeated it four tim
it was finally successful. The result was all that could be wished.

Now who shall say, in these cases, that there was anything objectionablé
practice ? Rather, I should say, they show its great value, and what a blessi
to humanity.

It is true, a cousin of the officer, whose case is described above, did compl
thought himself injured, because the child superseded him as heir to the.
property, which he had fully calculated upon inheriting. I have also hea
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 persons contend that those who cannot have children by the usual means should
i withount them, and that it is unnatural, if not even sinful, to obtain them by

sial means. I leave every one to decide this point for himself, and in the mean-

n prepared to practice the operation for all who need and wish it.
- Inaddition to the precautions already indicated, there are also two others to be
ftaken. First, the semen must be examined, microscopically, to see if it contains
'_Wﬁﬂimalaules ; because if it does not, of course the operation will be useless.
. Second, the mucus of the vagina must be examined, to see if if be too acid or too
, a8 either of these qualities may cause the death of the animalcules ; and, in

rility is often owing to this very circumstance.

Of course, if there be any organic disease of the womb, the operation is inadmis-
but a mere displacement is of no moment, and is, in fact, often cured by

- Inconolusion, I would draw attention to the fact that artificial impregnation hag
- long been practiced, in numerous cases, though not till recently in human beings.

 Horti 1 turists, from remote times, have artificially impregnated plants, and crossed
; ﬁm in every way, by placing the pollen (or semen) of one kind upon the pistil

ale organ) of another kind.  Of late years, also, the practice has become habitual

g ﬁf@mzwgna.tmg fish eggs (or spawn) by the semen taken from a male fish, and merely

d to the water in which the eggs are placed. In this way the semen from one
‘male can be made to impregnate thousands of eggs. This is artificial impregnation.

4 ~.'l  Ibis only necessary to bear in mind that the process of impregnation is the same
* i all beings, and merely consists in the union of the male principle with the female

~ egg. Insome beings this occurs within the body, by the process of copulation, as in

2 ‘kmm _’beings, and in others it occurs without the body, as in fishes, and in such

i the male and female may never come into contact at all.
b matters not Low the semen reaches the egg, providing they come together in

*  fhe right eircumstances ; and in the human being they must unite in the female

b Wh. But their union may result in a new being just as certainly when they are

(l artificially as when they are brought together in the usual way,




* the semen becomes constantly less, and they become also less perfect. As long as a
- man gecretes semen containing healthy, vigorous animalcules, he may be the father
~ of a perfect child, no matter what his age may be, even though he may be incapable
3  of perfect connection. hAn Ei;nstance of this may be found in the case of David in his
. ~ old age, as recorded in the Bible.
g B ‘?fgz’he animalcules fail altogether, or become too imperfect, no impregnation can
OHAPTER XLIIL ~ opcur. If they are only partially imperfect, conception may occur, but the child will
" be imperfect. This, however, is not the case with old men only, but often with
~ young men, from disease, or debility.
- In the year 1813, a curious case was bronght up for trial in the English House of
: . . Lords, which turned upon this very point of age. It was called The Banbury
The Male.—The man is different from the female in this respect, that flh - Peerage Case.” The main argument urged against the claimant was this, that his
positive proof of his incapacity, except in partma}lar cases. tx&s_long as e:; %, - aneestor could not have been the son of Lord Banbury, because that nobleman was
sernen, and can have connection, no matter how imperfectly, 1t 18 Il){esutl;lila= o3 . agity years old when the child was born! The judge, however, decided that this
become a parent. But the female, at a certain age, becomes naturally SWEESE ~ objection was worthless. The law, as he truly said, fixes no age when a man be-

tie ceaatioh af ke capability is fzed : & comes incapable, while experience shows that there is no universal natural limit,
' lle varies vory TUCHE Dr. Gregory, of Edinburgh, says a man may be capable till & hundred vears, it
The age at which the male becomes fErst capable v ) B oy, o ey " o i 5
i rzces 1 soanfisitl; bat sheorin & florent 1]1(3_1"1(111?1 . gﬁ’ 0;30[?;? T g _ﬁﬂii"m@l'e Haller says till ninety, at least, and it is recorded that old Parr was a
| o AP ~ father in his one hundred and fortieth year. Sir Stephen Fox married at seventy-
e e ol Etl') ften much earlier than is suspeeted. = B idhod £ hild ” Fio it ]:):'1 1 b Ph b i 3
e A e R : tion could . soven and had four children,—the first child was born when he was seventy-eight,—
S A e ﬁ:ﬁs de'(fndeg tisgsﬁggflresr:;:r tha %?;i::lm the nelx(;o Yef’ill‘, alid télermll)rth Chlllld WPaB bgl:n wlllfen he 1’;&8 }figkty-m;.,g_
flocted before fourteen years, and that ¢ wife of a s . Ul Farr’s son was older than Lord Banbury when Parr imself was a at er.
zh?fdfen they must be bastards ; but such a decision was habau.rd, for instd _ﬁaﬂﬁlﬂer | ieghemaancee o e o e
) bility much earlier than that. - bie. The law knows no limits, nor does science, and from seven years upward the
Durfllif‘;;l;teﬁ: f;gfirrl’e Jrifs ;i?'%zl;y] ﬂ{fanuscmpts, that Maurice, third Lord E E @'&’may be fally capable of pa’r e X y p
i marriéd at eight years old, and was a father Btnfo e fontiogh N. ~ The Female.—There is also great uncertainty as to the time when the female may
other instances are also given of similar precocity. There 1; onso mst:.nt(;i i BRI v st ot o S e
s i R | been known of pregnancy at thirteen, twelve, and even at eleven! In Abys-
by a celebrated physician of a young woman W 6 Wi o ervni e : : :
age? = encourgggd him to take liberties with her, e ;mi T ‘and Bengal, mothers of eleven are not ai.: all uncommon. Probably With us
but who, to her great shame and surprise, became preguaa I[f .10 " 6 years may be considered about the limit. In the. year 1828, a lady visited
certain ago when capability, in the male, may haaid fo bagit, 108 lbtf;{ . ston Sl.mngs who was a grandmother, though not quite twenty-eight. In the
tain it with certainty, even by examig&tion. 1?{{:;%)’ t:?rho E;r;ul‘:}gjt(;uafe ¥ .l.vama Jgumal (vol. vii.,bpage 447) t;*ife ig ?casedre]r‘:orde:li off Jlieenstlx'ua]‘zigﬁ
i e dule siboms W g O TR d, 8 Year, and ‘of pregnancy before Zen. e girl was delivered of a female chi
?esz'w T havo son the orgaus in & boy of seven yoars very largely cllfvelop:;d,_ ' eigaing 73 1bs,, when she was but ten years and thirteen days old! This was on
man of thirty scarcely more so than those of an infant, although he secre _ =r of April, 1834,
gemen., geit _ '
Of course, the only proof of puberty, or capability, is the 'secre‘mgfi' anttl
of perfect semen, while its non-secretion is equally a proof of incapabi ity,
ion of the organs,
hat may be the age or apparent perfection of the orga
- The grst semengformed, it must be borne in mind, 18 not al.ways pgrf}e:ct
is the reason why many boys, though fully capable of connection, ali ¢ &-ﬁ
dant secretion, still cannot impregnate. Very frequently, however, it 18 Pé!
the beginning. .
Th: age ‘ghen man begins to be capable 18 therefore. not fixed, aI{;d ;:2;
be said O'F the age when he ceases to be capable, Vi'ThICh 1s‘ec_{ually un E‘l]
There is no question but that many men retain the virile power Wil EX&

AGE WHEN BOTH SEXES BEGIN T0 BE CAPABLE OF BEING PARENTS, AND
- THEY CEASE TO BE 80.

some parts of Africa, the girls menstruate at eight or nine years, and the same
tersia, though it does not appear that they begin always to bear children go soon.
iy people suppose the North American Indian females menstruate later than the

but it is known not to be the case, for they observe about the same time.
“instances of very precocious puberty are on record. Sir Astley Cooper
one at four years, and another even at three and a half. Dr. Francis also
one at four and a half years, in which the sexual organs and the breasts

ilar 50 those of a full-grown woman at the same period.

almost universal rule, pregnancy never occurs till after menstruation, but in
cages ib has occurred before. It is probable, however, that in such eases it

i t, and i i i mtly does i ;
hile others lose it very early. As a general rule, the power beging to] - Had simply eacaped observation, as it frequently does in some women
8ge, W ?

' * Similar uncertainty attends also the cessation of the faculty of child-bearing,
bly wane after fifty years, and by fifty-five, or sixty, the number ‘ff; - gemeral rule this faculty ceases when menstruation stops It is well known,
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however, that many women have borne children after menstruation had ceased f
considerable time.

The usual age when a woman can no longer become a mother is about for
or from that to fifty, as the limit. There are, however, numerous cases on
of pregnancy at fifty-two and fifty-four years of age, and some even in still ¢
women. At a trial in France, it was shown that a woman of fifty-eight had

a mother, and many authors have given cases up to sixty years, and even mor

Beck, in his Medical Jurisprudence, quotes a case from the Boston Medical
Surgical Jowrnal, of a woman at Whitehall, in the State of New York, who
a mother at sixty-four. Dr. Vandeveer, of Long Island, attended a lady in co
ment in her sixty-second year.
Mr. Robertson tells us that out of one thousand cases of pregnancy regis
the Manchester Lying-in Hospital, four hundred and thirty-six were upward o
six years old, one was fifty-four, one fifty-three, one fifty-two, nine fitty, six f
nine, eight forty-eight, and thirteen forty-seven. y
Tt is related that Madame de Stael menstruated at sixty, and Richerand gi
case at seventy. Magendie and Rush also relate cases at the same age.

In short, though the limit of menstruation and child-bearing may be said

be from fifty to fifty-two, still it may be, and often is, protracted much bej
that.

The reason for this occasional prolongation of capability will be understood
our previous articles. As long as a female forms perfect eggs, and retains them
enough in the womb, she may become a mother. :

In conclusion, we may state that though no means are known by which the
creative power can be prolonged, in a woman, or brought back when extinet
age, yet in man it is often different. Many men after having lost nearly all
power, for many years, even in advanced life, have had it restored, by proper:
ment, to & considerable extent. In the course of my practice I have seen num
cases of this kind, and have now a man of eighty-two, fully capable, more 50
than he was at sixty.

The proper course to be pursued to retain, or restore sexnal power, must of €
depend upon the peculiarities of the case, and requires a medical consulta
will merely say that there are but few men hopelessly impotent, if they only cand@
will do as directed. 4

In many trials for divorce, it is often a question as to the capability of @
both of the parties. It can, of course, always be known whether a female is ca
or not, by the fact of her bearing children or remaining barren. In regard
man, it is always assumed that he is capable, so long as his organs are perfect 2
is capable of connection. But, as already shown, this is a mistake. A man
incapable merely from dmperfection of the semen, and this can be proved of
examining it mieroscopically.

Common justice, therefore, demands, when divorce is claimed because the W
does not bear children, that the semen of the man should thus be examined, t0
the fault may not lie with him. Iam aware that this is a point not yet
medical jurisprudence, because the fact is so new, but it is nevertheless & ¥
and will before long be so regarded. H

Tt must also be borne in mind that barrenness may result not from any im;
tion on either side, but simply from want of adapftation, as explained in

i

.
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b ticles. Both may be sterile, in reference to themselves mutually, but not in

3 ﬁmme to others,

- It isan important thing to bear in mind, however, that sterility in the male may

Wa}ong with the power of perfect connection, and that this peculiar state can be

1y proved.
In connection with this subject it may be asked whether a woman can conceive
without her own knowledge, as during sleep for instance ?

b ‘This question has occurred as a legal one in many celebrated trials, and is now

y decided in the affirmative. It is beyond question that a female may be vio-

E lﬂﬂl during sleep, snd may be impregnated without knowing it. This is a fact that

ould be borne in mind, as it may often be important.

1 There are many peculiar states of the female system, as in some diseases, which

n
1)

canse a stupor so profound that violation may undoubtedly be effected while i

. = . - . L £ t lasts
without the victim being aroused. Even ordinar ’ ey .
. . glecp may somet

enongh to allow of such a crime. ¥ flesp ey, soipsiitis b hogny

. Itis however, highly improbable, though perhaps not impossible, for such to be

.

ﬁygm with a virgin, owing to the intercourse being g0 much more difficult. Medi-
@@m ha‘ve held different opinions on this point, but I believe its possibility is fully
iﬂmlﬁted, in gome exceptional cases. Of course, all such alleged occurrences shonld
Mmaewed -v_nth extreme cantion and distrust, and subjected to the most rigid seru-
tiny; for itis much more likely that the female is either deceiving hergelf, or try-

‘ ing to deceive others, than that so unlikely an event should take place.

These remarks refer onl iti

. The y to natural conditions of the female system, If stupef

] ) s pefy-
ing drugs have heen given, there may be such insensibility and perfect unconsciouz-

b s that nothing may be known on waking of what has taken place.

ﬁhﬂ% Tegard to con_c_eption, there is no doubt, as before stated, that it can take place
i ﬂw female is perfectly unconscious from any cause. She may be simply
~ asleep, or in & stupor from disease or drugs, and yet if connection takes place she

;;..?@'m@m No kn?wledge or feeling on her part is at all necessary. There are
. Tumer 108 well-authenticated cases of this kind on record, and I have known several

- myself, Women have often been violated while intoxi i i

™ ; : e intoxicated, without knowing any-

: %}Ifg-@oﬁt it, and conception has followed. = Capuron ment’ions a case of thisg king,
954 young female whose lover made her drunk and abused her, and she conceived,

- but knew nothing of it till she was four months pregnant. Many similar cases are

! Wﬁ!&ed by other writers.

: \ _,.@.sl_muld be remarked, however, that in such cases we can scarcely conceive that
WMM& was pz'acticedz because, if there were, the female could scarcely fail to
: sind even feel thg 1nj1_1ry, when awake, and suspect the cause. This must
ﬁytbe the case with .rlrgins or very young females, and when such persons
at they have been violated or impregnated, and yet knew nothing of it till a

(I)Id of pregnancy, there is at least room for grave doubt and distrust.
htecg :if;hgr hand, it must be rememb‘ered that in some very young females,
i glns,lthe organs are naturally in such a state as to allow of connection
@ least ‘wolenee- or injury whatever, and women have even conceived, after
connections, who have preserved the hymen unbroken till the ti:ne of

i
§:ncomﬁmn error to suppose that a first and only connection never leads to
101 any women, and men too, have found out the falsity of this notion,




