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being now, but very old to them, of primeval forests where the axe was never
heard, and where the jungled ground was never trodden by a human foot. .

Midnight and sleep blot out these scenes and thoughts :” and when the moming
shines again, it gilds the house-tops of a lively city, before whose broad paved
wharf the boat is moored ; with other boats, and flags, and moving wheels, and
hum of men around it; as though there were not a solitary or silent rood of
ground within the compass of a thousand miles.

Cincinnati is a beautiful city; cheerful, thriving, and animated. T have not
often seen a place that commends itself so favourably and pleasantly to a stranger
at the first glance as this does : with its clean houses of red and white, its well-
paved roads, and foot-ways of bright tile. Nor does it hecome less prepossessing
on a closer acquaintance.” The streets are broad and airy, the shops extremely
good, the private residences remarkable for their elegance and neatness, There
18 something of invention and fancy in the varying styles of these latter erections,
which, alter the dull company of the steam-boat, is perfectly delightful, as conveying .
an assurance that there are such qualities still in existence, The disposition to -
ornament these pretty villas and render them attractive, leads (o the culture of
trees and flowers, and the laying out of well-kept gardens, the sight of which, to
those who walk along the sireets, is inexpressibly refreshing and agreeable. 1
was quite charmed with the appearance of the town, and its adjoining suburh of
Mount Auburn: from which the city, Iying in an amphitheatre of hills, forms &
picture of remarkable beauty, and is seen to great advantage,

There happened to be a great Temperance Convention held here on the day-
after our arrival ; and as the order of march brought the procession under the
windows of the hotel in which we lodged, when they started in the moming, I
had a good opportunity of seeing it. 1t comprised several thousand men; the
members of various * {\'ashinglon Auxiliary Temperance Societies ;" and was
marshalled by officers on horseback, who cantered oriskly up and down the line,
with scarves and ribbons of bright colours fluttering out behind them gaily..
There were bands of music too, and banners out of number : and it was a fresh,.
holiday-looking concourse altogether.

I was particularly pleased to see the Irishmen, who formed a distinct society
among tlllcmselves. and mustered very strong with their green scarves ; carrying:
their national Harp and their Portrait of Father Mathew, high above the people’s
heads. They looked as jolly and good-humoured as ever; and, working (here)
the hardest for their living and doing any kind of sturdy labour that came in their
way, were the most independent fellows there, I thought.

The banners were very well painted, and flaunted down the street famously.
There was the smiting of the rock, and (he gushing forth of the waters ; and there:
was a lemrcm{c man with “ considerable of a hatchet * (as the standard-bearer-
would probably have said), aiminga deadly blow at a serpent which was apparently-
about to spring upon him from the top of a barrel of spirits. But the chief feature
of this part of the show was a huge allegorical device, borne among the ship-
carpenters, on one side whereof the steam-boat Alcohol was represented bursting
her boiler and exploding with a great crash, while upon the oliwr. the good ship
Temperance sailed away with a fair wind, to the heart’s content of the captain,.
crew, and passengers,

After going round the town, the procession repaired to a certain appointed:
place, where, as the printed programme set forth, it would be received by the chil-
dren of the diferent free schools, * singing Temperance Songs.” I was prevented
from gelting there, in time to hear these Litfle Warblers, or to report upon this
novel kind of vocal entertainment : novel, at least, tome: but I found in a large-
open space, each society gathered round its own banners, and listening in silent:
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attention to its own orator, The speeches, judging from the little T could hear of
them, were certainly adapted to the occasion, as having that degree of relation.-
ship to cold water which wet blankets may claim : but the main thing was the
conduct and appearance of the audience throughout the day ; and that was admir-
able and full of promise.

Cincinnati is honourably famous for jts free-schools, of which it has so manv
that no person’s child among its population can, by possibility, want the means of
education, which are extended, upon an average, to four thousand pupils, annually,
1 was only present in one of these establishments during the hours of instruction,
In the boys’ department, which was full of little urchins (varying in their ages, I
should say, from six vears old to ten or twelve), the master offered to institute an
extemporary examination of the pupils in algebra: a proposal, which, as I was
by no means confident of my ability to detect mistakes in that science, 1 declined
with some alarm, In the girls’ school, reading was proposed ; and as I felt tole-
rably equal to that art, I expressed my willingness to hear a class. Books were
distributed accordingly, and some half-dozen girls relieved each other in reading
paragraphs from English History, But it seemed to be a dry compilation, in-
finitely above their powers; and when they had blundered through three or four
dreary passages concerning the Treaty of Amiens, and other thrilling topics of the
same nature (obviously without comprehending ten words), I expressed mysell
quite satisfied. It is very possible that they only mounted to this exalted stave in
the Ladder of Leaming for the astonishment of a visitor ; and that at other times
they keep upon its lower rounds; but I should have been much better pleased
and satisfied if T had heard them exercised in simpler lessons, which they under-
stood.

As in every other place T visited, (he Judges here were gentlemen of high

character and attainments. T was in one of the courts for a few minutes, and
found it like those to which I have already referred. A nuisance cause was trying ;
there were not many spectators ; and the witnesses, counsel, and jury, formed a
sort of family circle, sufficiently jocose and snug.
__The society with which 1 mingled, was intelligent, courteous, and agreeable.
The inhabitants of Cincinnati are proud of their city as one of the most interest-
ng in America: and with good reason: for beautiful and thriving as it is now,
and containing, as it docs, a population of fifty thousand souls, but two-and-filty
vears have passed away since the ground on which it stands (bought at that time
for a few dollars{_lwas a wild wood, and its citizens were but a handful of dwellers
in scattered log huts upon the river's shore,

CHAPTER XII.

FROM CINCINNATI TO LOUISVILLE IN ANOTHER WESTERN STEAM.BOAT; AND
FROM LOUISVILLE TO $T. LOUIS IN ANO THER. ST. LOUIS,

LEAVING Cincinnati at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, we embarked for Louisville
in the Pike steam-boat, which, carrying the mails, was a packet of a much better
class than that in which we had come from Pittsburg. As this passage does not
Occupy more than twelve or thirteen hours, we armanged to go ashore that night :
not coveting the distinction of sleeping in a state-room, when it was possible to
sleep anywhere else,

There chanced to be on board this boat, in addition to the usual dreary crowd
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of passengers, one Pitchlynn, a chief of the Choctaw tiibe of Indians, who sené
7 feis card to me, and with whom 1 had the pleasure of a long conversation.

He spoke English perfectly well, though he had not begun tolearn the langnage,
hie told e, until he was a young man grown. He had read many books; and
Scott’s poetry appeared to have left a strong impression on his mind : especially
the opening of The Lady of the Lake, and the great batile scene in Marmion, in
which, no doubt from the congeniality of the subjects to his own pursuits and
tastes, he had great interest and delight, He appeared to understand correctly all
he had read ; and whatever fiction had enlisted his sympathy in its belief, had
done so keenly and earnestly. I might almost say fiercely, He was dressed in
our ordinary every-day costume, which hung about his fine figure loosely, and with
indifferent grace. On my telling him that I regretted not to see him in his own
attire, he threw up his right amm, for a moment, as though he were brandishing
some heavy weapon, and answered, as he let it fall again, that his race were losing
many things besides their dress, and would soon be seen upon the earth no more ;
but he wore it at home, he added proudly.

He told me that he had been away from his home, west of the Mississippi,
seventeen months : and was now returning. He had been chiefly at Washington
on some negotiations pending between his Tribe and the Government: which
were not settled yet (he said in a melancholy way), and he feared never would be :
for what could a'few poor Indians do, agamnst such well-skilled men of business
as the whites 7 He had no love for Washington; tired of towns and cities very
soon ; and longed for the Forest and the Prairie.

I asked mm what he thought of Congress 7 He answered, with a smile, that
it wanted dignity, in an Indian’s eyes.

He would very much like, he said, to see England before he died ; and spoke
with much interest about the great things to be scen there. When I told him of
that chamber in the British Museum wherein are preserved household memorials
of a race that ceased to be, thousands of years ago, he was very attentive, and it
was not hard to see that he had a reference in his mind to the gradual fading away
of his own people.

This led us to speak of Mr. Catlin’s gallery, which he praised highly : observing
that his own portrait was among the collection, and that all the likenesses were
seelegant.”  Mr. Cooper, he said, had painted the Red Man well; and so would
T, he knew, if I would go home with him and hunt buffaloes, which hie was guite
anxious I should do. When 1 told him that supposing I went, I should not be
very likely to damage the buffaloes much, he took it as a great joke and laughed
heartily.

He was a remarkably handsome man; some years past forty I should judge;
with long black hair, an aquiline nose, broad cheek bones, a sunburnt complexion,
and a very bright, keen, dark, and piercing eye. There were but twenty thousand
of the Choctaws left, he said, and their number was decreasing every day, A few
of his brother chiefs had been obliged to become civilised, and to make themselves
acquainted with what the whites knew, for it was their only chance of existence,
But they were not many ; and the rest were as they always had been. He dwelt
on this : and said several times that unless they tried to assimilate themselves to
their conquerors, they must be swept away before the strides of civilised society.

When we shook hands at parting, I told him he must come to England, as he
longed to see the land so much: that I should hope to see him there, one day:
and that I could promise him he would be well received and kindly treated. He
was evidently pleased by this assurance, though he rejoined with a good-humoured
smile and an arch shalke of his head, that the English used to be very fond of the
Red Men when they wanted their help, but had not cared much for them, since,
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He took his leave; as stately and complete a gentleman of Nature's making,
as ever I beheld ; and moved among the people in the boat, another kind of being.
He sent me a lithographed portrait of himself soon afterwards ; very like, though
scarcely handsome enough; which I bave carefully preserved in memory of our
brief acquaintance.

There was nothing very interesting in the scenery of this dav’s journey, which
brought us at midnight to Louisville, We slept at the Galt House; a splendid
botel ; and were as handsomely lodged as though we had been in Paris, rather
than hundreds of miles beyond the Alleghanies,

The city presenting no objects of sufficient interest to detain us on our way, we
resolved to proceed next day by another steam-boat, the Fulton, and to join it,
about noon, at a suburb called Portland, where it would be delayed some time in
passing through a canal. ‘ ]

The mterval, after breakfast, we devoted to riding through the town, which is
regular and cheerful : the streets being laid out at right angles, and planted with
young trees. The buildings are smoky and blackened, from the use of bituminous
coal, but an Englishman is well used to that appearance, and indisposed to quarrel
with it. There did not appear to be much business stimring ; and some unfinished
buildings and improvements seemed to intimate that the city had been overbuilt
in the ardour of “ going-a-head,” and was suffering under the re-action consequent
upon such feverish forcing of its powers.

On our way to Portland, we passed a “ Magistrate's office,” which amused me,
as looking far more like a dame school than any police establishment : for this
awful Institution was nothing but a litile lazy, good-for-nothing front parlour,
open to the street ; wherein two or three figures (I presume the magistrate and
his myrmidons) were basking in the sunshine, the very effigies of languor and
Tepose, It wasa perfect picture of Justice retired from business for want of cus-
tomers ; her sword and scales sold off; napping comfortably with her legs upon
the table.

Here, as elsewhere in these parts, the road was perfectly alive with pigs of all
ages; lying about in every direction, fast asleep; or grunting along in quest of
hidden dainties. I had always a sneaking kindness for these odd animals, and
found a constant source of amusement, when all others failed, in watching their
proceedings. As we were riding along this moming, I observed a little incident
between two youthful pigs, which was so very human as to be inexpressibly
comical and grotesque at the time, though I dare say, in telling, it is tame enough.

_One young gentleman (a very delicate porker with several straws sticking about
his nose, betokening recent investigations in a dunghill), was walking deliberately
o, profoundly thinking, when suddenly his brother, who was lying in a
miry hole unseen by him, rose up immediately before his startled eyes, ghostly
with damp mud, Never was pig’s whole mass of blood so turned. He started
back at least three feet, gazed for 2 moment, and then shot off as hard as he could
go: his excessively little tail vibrating with speed and tervor like a distracted
pendulum,  But before he had gone very far, he began to reason with himsel( as
to the nature of this frightful appearance; and as he reasoned, he relaxed his
speed by gradual degrees; until at last he stopped, and faced about, There was
his brother, with the mud upon him glazing in the sun, yet staring out of the very
same hole, perfectly amazed at his proceedings! He was no sooner assured of
this ; and he assured himself so carefully that one may almost say he shaded his
€yes with his hand to see the better ; than he came back at a round trot, pounced
upon him, and summarily took off a piece of his tail ; as a caution to him to be
careful what he was about for the future, and never to play tricks with his family
any more,
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We found the steam-boat in the canal, waiting for the slow process of getting
*hrough the lock, and went on board, where we shortly afterwards had a new kind
of visitor in the person of a certain Kentucky Giant whose name is Porter, and
who is of the moderate height of seven feet eight inches, in his stockings.

There never was a race of people who so completely gave the lie to history as
these giants, or whom all the chroniclers have so cruelly libelled, Instead of
roaring and ravaging about the world, constantly catering for their cannibal
larders, and perpetually going to market in an unlawful manner, they are the
meekest people in any man's acquaintance : rather inclining to milk and vegetable
diet, and bearing anything for a quiet life. So decidedly are amiability and mild-
ness their characteristics, that I confess I look upon that youth who distinguished
himself by the slaughter of these inoffensive persons, as a false-hearted brigand,
who, pretending to philanthropic motives, was secretly influenced only by the
wealth stored up within their castles, and the hope of plunder. And I lean the
mose to this opinion from finding that even the historian of those exploits, with
all his partiality for his hero, is fain to admit that the slaughtered monsters in
question were of a yery innocent and simple tumn; extremely guileless and ready
of belief; lending a credulous ear to the most improbable tales ; suffering them-
selves to be easily entrapped into pits; and even (as in the case of the Welsh
Giant) with an excess of the hospitable politeness of a landlord, ripping them-
selves open, rather than hint at the possibility of their guests being versed in the
vagabond arts of sleight-of-hand and hocus-pocus.

The Kentucky Giant was but another illustration of the truth of this position.
He had a weakness in the region of the knees, and a trustfulness in his long face,
which appealed even to five-feet nine for encouragement and support. He was

only twenty-five years old, he said, and had grown recently, for it had been found

1 B : e
necessary to make an addition to the legs of his inexpressibles. At fifteen he was

a short boy, and in those days his English father and his Trish mother had rather
snubbed him, as being too small of stature to sustain the credit of the family, He
added that his health had not been good, though it was better now: but short
people are not wanting who whisper that he drinks too hard.,

I understand he drives a hackney-coach, though how he does it, unless he
stands on the footboard behind, and’ lies along the roof upon his chest, with his
chin in the box, it would be difficult to comprehend. He brought his gun with
him, as a curiosity. Christened “The Little Rifle,” and displayed outside a shop-
window, it would make the fortune of any retail business in Holborn. When he
had shown himself and talked a little while, he withdrew with his pocket-instru-
ment, and went bobbing down the cabin, among men of six feet high and upwards,
like a lighthouse walking among lamp-posts.

! Wilhi:} a few minutes afterwards, we were out of the canal, and in the Ohio
river agﬂ[n. 5 i

The arrangements of the boat were like those of the Messenger, and the pas-
sengers were of the same order ol people. We fed at the same times, on the same
kind of viands, in the same dull manner, and with the same observances, The
company appeared to be oppressed by the same tremendous concealments, and
had as little capacity of enjoyment or lightheartedness, I never in my life did sce
such listless, heavy dulness as brooded over these meals: the very recollection of
it weighs me down, and makes me, for the moment, wretched. Reading and
writing on my knee, in our little cabin, I really dreaded the coming of the hour
that summoned us to table; and was as glad to escape from it again, as if it had
been a penance or a punishment. Healthy cheerfulness and good spirits forming
a part of the banquet, I could soak my crusts in the fountain with Le Sage's strol-
ling player, and revel in their glad enjoyment: but sitting down with'so many
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fellow-animals to ward off thirst and hunger as a businegs ; to empty, each creature,
his Yahoo's trough as quickly as he can, and then slink sullenly away; to have
these social sacraments stripped of everything but the mere greedy satisfaction of
the natural cravings ; goes so against the grain with me, that 1 seriously believe the
recollection of these funeral feasts will be a waking nightmare to me all my life.
There was some relief in this boat, too, which thel:e had not becr} in t}}e oti}er,
for the captain (a blunt good-natured fellow), had his handsome wife with lum,.
who was disposed to be lively and agreeable, as were a few other lady-passengers
who had their seats about us at the same end of the table. But nothing could
have made head against the depressing influence of the general body. There was
amagnetism of dulness in them which would have beaten down the most facetious
companion that the earth ever knew. A jest would have been a crime, and a
smilewould have faded into a grinning horror.  Such deadly leaden people ; such
systematic plodding weary insupportable heaviness; such a mass of animated in-
digestion in respect of all that was genial, jovial, frank, social, or hearty; never,
sure, was brought {ogether elsewhere since the world began. W
Nor was the scenery, as we approached the junction of the Ohio and Mzsas&pﬁ)}
rivers, at all inspiriting in its influence. The trees were stunted in their growt ;
the banks were low and flat; the settlements and log cabins fewer in numbm;.
their inhabitants more wan and wretched than any we had encountered yet. 1\'0_
songs of birds were in the air, no pleasant scents, no moving lights and shadows
from swift passing clouds. Hour after hour, the changeless glare of the ht])t,
unwinking sky, shone upon the same monotonous objects. Hour after hour, the
river rolled along, as wearily and slowly as the time itself. .
At length, upon the morming of the third day, we arrived at a spot 50 muc (‘i
more desolate than any we had yet beheld, that the forlornest places we ha.
passed, were, in comparison with it, full of interest. At t}‘:e junction of the f\m'
rivers, on ground so flat and low and marshy, that at certain seasons of the year
it is inundated to the house-tops, lies a breeding-place of {ever, ague, and dc_:ath -
vaunted in England as a mine of Golden Hope, and speculated in, on the faith (;f
monstrous representations, to many people’s ruin. A dismal swamp, on which
the half-built houses rot away: cleared here and there for the space of a fe\v{
yards; and teeming, then, with rank unwholesome vegetation, in whose balefu
shade the wretched wanderers who are tempted hither, droop, and die, and lay
their bones; the hateful Mississippi circling and eddying before it, and tuming (.)ﬂ
upon its southern course a slimy monster hideous to behold ; a hotbed of (11:5'82156,
an ugly sepulchre, a grave uncheered by any gleam of promise: a place wn}hout
one single quality, in earth or air or water, to commend it : such is this dismal
Cairo. > ! y
But what words <hall describe'the Mississippi, great father of rivers, who (pralse
be to Heaven) has no young children like him! An enormous ditch, sometimes
two or three miles wide, running liquid mud, six miles an hour : its strong and
frothy current choked and obstructed everywhere by huge logs and whole forest
trees: now twining themselves together in great rafts, ﬁ'or‘n the interstices of
which a sedgy lazy foam works up, to float upon the water'’s top; now rolling
past like monstrous bodies, their tangled roots showing like matted hair; now
glancing singly by like giant Ieeches ; and now writhing round and round in the
vortex of some small whirlpool, like wounded snakes, The })nnks low, the trees
dwarfish, the marshes swarming with frogs, the wretched cabins few and far apart,
their inmates hollow-cheeked and pale, the weather very ho_t, mosquitoes pene-
trating into every crack and crevice of the boat, mud and slime on everything:
nothing pleasant in its aspect, but the harmless lightning which flickers every
night upon the dark horizon,
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For two days we toiled up this foul stream, striking constantly against the
floating timber, or stopping to avoid those more dangerous obstacles, the snags,
ar sawyers, which are the hidden trunks of trees that have their roots below the
tide. When the nights are very dark, the look-out stationed in the head of the
boat, knows by the ripple of the water if any great impediment be near at hand,
and rings a bell beside him, which is the signal for the engine to be stopped : but
always in the night this bell has work to do, and after every ring, there comes a
blow which renders it no easy matter to remain in bed,

The decline of day here was very gorgeous ; tinging the firmament deeply with
red and gold, up to the very keystone of the arch above us. As the sun went
down behind the bank, the slightest blades of grass upon it seemed to become as
distinctly visible as the arteries in the skeleton of a leaf; and when, as it slowly
sank, the red and golden bars upon the water grew dimmer, and dimmer yet, as
if they were sinking too; and all the glowing colours of departing day paled, inch
by inch, before the sombre night; the scene became a thousand times more lone.
some and more dreary than before, and all its influences darkened with the sky.

We drank the muddy water of this river while we were upon it. Ttisconsidered
wholesome by the natives, and is something more opaque than gruel. I have seen
water like it at the Filter-shops, but nowhere else.

On the fourth night after leaving Louisville, we reached St. Louis, and here T
witnessed the conclusion of an incident, trifling enough in itself, but very pleasant
to see, which had interested me during the whole journey, ;

There was a little woman on board, with a little baby; and both little woman
and litlle child were cheerful, good-looking, bright-eyed, and fair to see. The
little woman had been passing a longtime with her sick mother in New York, and
had left her home in St. Louis, in that condition in which ladies who truly love
theirlords desire to be. The baby was born in her mother’s house ; and she had
not seen her husband (to whom she was now returning), for twelve months:
having left him a month or two after their marriage,

‘Well, to be sure; there never was a little woman so full of hape, and tendemess,
and love, and anxiety, as this little woman was: and all day long she wondered
whether  He " would be at the wharf; and whether © He ™ had got her letter;
and whether, if she sent the baby ashore by somebody else, “ He " would know
it, meeting it in the street ; which, seeing that he had never set eyes upon it in his
life, was not very likely in the abstract, but was probable enough, to the young
mother. She was such an artless little creature ; and was in such a sunny, bea'ming.
hopeful state; and let out all this matter clinging elose about her heart, so freely ;
that all the other lady Passengers entered into the spirit ofit as much as she ; and
the captain (who heard all about it from his wife), was wondrous sly, T promise
you: inquiring, every time we met at table, as in forgetfulness, whether she
expected anybody to meet her at St, Louis, and whether she would want to go
ashore the night we reached it (but he supposed she wouldn't), and cutting many
other dry jokes of that nature. There was one little weazen, dried-apple-faced
old woman, who took occasion to doubt the constancy of husbands in such eircun-
stances of bereavem ent ; and there was another lady (with a lap dog) old enough
to moralize on the lightness of human affections, and yet not so old that she
could help nursing the baby, now and then, or laughing with the rest, when the
little woman called it byits father's name, and asked it all manner of fantastic
questions concerning him in the joy of her heart,

It was something of a blow to the little woman, that when we were within
twenty miles of our destination, it became clearly necessary to put this baby to bed,
Butshe got overit with the same good humour; tied a handkerchiefround her head ;
and came outinto the little gallery with the rest, Then, such an oracle as she became
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in reference to the localities ! and such facetiousness as was dlsp}e:y:ad léy-thﬁ
married ladies ! and such sympathy as was shown by the single oncsl. s s'm(:j
peals of langhter as the little woman herself (who would just as soon have cried)
; every jest with !
gre}fﬁist, thm]'e were the lights of St. Louis, and herf; was the wharf, and t%u')se
were the steps : and the liftle woman covering her face with her hands, and lau%ffung
(or seeming to langh) more than ever, ran into her own cabin, and shut herse up‘i
1 have no doubt that in the charming inconsistency of such excitement, she stoppe
her ears, lest she should hear ¢ Him * asking for her: but I did not see her do 1tt
Then, a great crowd of people rushed on board, though the boat was not ye
made fast, but was wandering about, among the other boats, to ﬁnd'a lan.(lmig.
place: and everybody looked for the husband : and nobody saw him : when, in the
midst of usall—Heaven knows how she ever got there—there was the 'htllg wunm::
clinging with both arms tight round the neck of a fine, good-looking, sturdy yol;nf,
fellow! and in a moment afterwards, there she was again, actually c]appmgb?er
little hands for joy, as she dragged lllim through the small door of her-small cabin,
k at the baby as he lay asleep ! - i £ :
10%%21 \::Pentet(])J a"‘lrarge hotlél, cnilled the Planters House: bmk' h];f an Endgllsij
hospital, with long passages and bare.walls, and skylights abq‘ e”t 1€ 100 cl»orf
for the free circulation of air. There were a great many bqardexe. in it; 'lt)n; «'l(a
many lights sparkled and glistened from the windows down into tllPE stll'ega"t. e 0‘} :
when we drove up, as if it had been illuminated on some occasion o rejfomng.{' e
is an excellent house, and the proprietors have most bountiful notions o pr}c:]u 1.11?
the creature comforts. Dining al(lme with my wife in our own room, cne day,
nted fourteen dishes on the table at once. ;
Cmilnt:he 01‘3 French portion of the town, the thoroughfares are narrow anc.I crook-_z‘i,
and some of the houses are very quaint and picturesque : being built of i“ oa]d, ;:ft h
tumble-down galleries before the windows, approachable by stairs or rather ladders
from the street. There are queer little barbers’ shops and’ drinking-houses tot?, 1;:
this quarter ; and abundance of crazy old tenements with ]Jlu]knlg C'z}sem?l’gs, suct
4s may be seen in Flanders. Some of these ancient habitations, -\-.-1th hig ;irurre‘
gable-windows perking into the roofs, have a kind of French s}nug_ al}ouF _lrltelm :
and being lop-sided with age, appea{- tOAhOl(i' thel{ ]1;:1(13 ?1311;$v~’ besides, as if they
v rimacing in astonishment al the American Improvements.
" EITEE i§ lﬁ?{?lly%lecessary to say, that these consist of wharfs and wane}u]:ms@, :m_;}
new buildings in all directions ; and of a great many vast pluns \\:ihlc L are shl
“ progressing.” Already, however, some very good hn_uses’, broa stree}silﬂm.
marble-fronted shops, have gone so far a-head as to be in a state of comple lonE
and the town bids fair in a few years to improve qonsl‘a_lerqbly : though it is nof
likely ever to vie, in point of elegance or beauty, with Cincinnati. e
The Roman Catholic religion, introduced here by the early Frcnc.h seft m:i
prevails extensively, Among the public institutions are a Jesuit college ; a conven
for ““ the Ladics of the Sacred Heart;” and a large chapel attached to the cpllege,
which was in course of ereclion at the time of my visit, and was intended to be
consecrated on the second of December in the next year, The architect of this
building, is one of the reverend fnﬁl;é:rs of H}e schPon} and the worls proceed under
is § irection. The organ will be sent from Belgium, ! )
% Inoii]giiieon to these estaglz)}i.-shmcnts, there is 2 Roman Catholic cathedral, dedi-
cated to Saint Francis Xavier ; and a hospital, founded by the munificence of a
deceased resident, who was a member of that church. It also sends missionaries
from hence among the Indian tribes. ! : =3
The Unitarian church is represented, in this remote place, as in most ot her
pats of America, by a gentleman of great worth and excellence, The poor have
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geod reason to remember and bless it ; for it befriends them, and aids the cause
of rational education, without any sectarian or selfish views, It is liberal in all
its actions; of kind construction ; and of wide benevolence.,

There are three free-schools already erected, and in full operation in this city,
A fourth is building, and will soon be opened.

No man ever admits the unhealthiness of the place he dwells in (unless he is
going away from it), and I shall therefore, I have no doubt, be at issue with the
inhabitants of St. Louis, in questioning the perfect salubrity of its climate, and in
hinting that I think it must rather dispose to fever, in the ‘summer and autumnal
seasons. Just adding, that it is very hot, lies among great rivers, and has vast
tracts of undrained swampy land around it, I leave the reader to form his own
opinion.

As Thad a great desire to see a Prairie before turning back from the furthest
point of my wanderings; and as some gentlemen of the town had, in their hos-
pitable consideration, an equal desire to gratify me; a day was fixed, before my
departure, for an expedition to the Looking-Glass Prairie, which is within thirty
mifes of the town. Deeming it possible that my readers may not object to know
what kind of thing such a gipsy party may be at that distance from home,
and among what sort of objects it ‘maves, I will describe the jaunt in another
chapter

CHAPTER XIII.

A JAUNT TO THE LOOKING-GLASS PRAIRIE AND BACK.

I MAY premise that the word Prairie is variously pronounced parazer, parearer,

and parvarer. The latter mode of pronunciation is perhaps the most in favour.
We were fourteen in all, and all young men: indeed 1t is a singular though

very natural feature in the society of these distant settlements, that it is mainly

composed of adventurous persons in the prime of life, and has very few grey
heads among it. There were no ladies : the trip being a fatiguing one : and we
were to start at five o'clock in the morning punctually,

I was called at four, that I might be certain of keeping nobody waiting ; and
having got some bread and milk for breakfast, threw up the window and looked
down into the street, expecting to see the whole party busily astir, and great pre-
parations going on below. But as everything was very quiet, and the street hre-
sented that hopeless aspect with which five o'clock in the morning is famliar
elsewhere, I deemed it as well to go to bed again, and went accordingly.,

I awoke again at seven o’clock, and by that time the party had assembled, and
were gathered round, one light carriage, with a ve ;

. ! 4 Ty stout axletree; one some.
thing on wheels like an amateur carrier’s cart; one double phaeton of great

mltiquit{ and unearthly construction; one gig with a great hole in its back and a
broken head; and one rider on horseback who Was to go on before, I got into
the first coach with three companions ; the rest bestowed themselves in the other
vehicles; two large baskets were made fast to the lightest; two large stona
Jars in wicker cases, technically known as demi-johns, were consigned to the
“least rowdy ” of the party for safe-keeping; and the procession moved off
to the feny-boat, in which it was to cross the river bodily, men, horses, cafe
viages, and 2ll, as the manner in these par’s is, 4
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We got over the river in due course, and mustered again before a little
wooden box on wheels, hove down all aslant in a morass, with “ MERCHANT
TAILOR " painted in very large letters over the door. Having settled the order
of proceeding, and the road to be taken, we started off once more and began to
maEe our way through an ill-favoured Black Hollow, called, less expressively,
the American Bottom. -

The previous day had been—not to say hot, for the term is weak and lukewarm
in its power of conveying an idea of the temperature. The town had been on
fire; i a blaze. But at night it had come on to rain in torrents, and all night
long it had rained without cessation. We had a pair of very strong horses, but
travelled at the rate of little more than a couple of miles an hour, through one un-
broken slough of black mud and water. It had no variety but in depth. Now it
was only half over the wheels, now it hid the axletree, and now the coach sank
down in it almost to the windows. The air resounded in all directions with the
loud chirping of the frogs, who, with the pigs (a coarse, ugly breed, as unwhole-
some-looking as though they were the Spontaneous growth of the country), had
the whole scene to themselves, Here and there we passed a log hut: but the
wretched cabins were wide apart and thinly scattered, for though the soil is very
tich in this place, few people can exist in such a deadly atmosphere. On either
side of the track, if it deserve the name, was the thick * bush ;" and everywhere
Was stagnant, slimy, rotten, filthy water,

As it is the custom in these parts to give a horse a gallon or so of cold water
whenever he is in a foam with llzcat. we halted for that purpose, at a log inn in
the wood, far removed from any other residence. It consisted of ope room, bare-
roofed and bare-walled of course, with a loft above. The ministering priest was
a swarthy young savage, in a shirt of cotton print like bed-furniture, and a pair
of ragged (rousers. There were 2 couple of young boys, too, nearly naked, lying:
idly by the well; and they, and he, and #%e traveller af the inn, turned out to fook
at us.

The traveller was an old man with a grey gristly beard two inches long, a
shaggy moustache of the same hue, and enormous eyebrows; which almost
obscured his lazy, semi-drunken glance, as he stood regarding us with folded
ams: poising himself alternately upon his toes and heels. On being addressed
by one of the party, he drew nearer, and said, rubbing his chin (which scraped
under his horny hand like fresh gravel beneath a nailed shoe), that he was from
Delaware, and ﬂ:ul lately bought a farm “ down there,” pointing into one of the
njarshes where the stunted trees were thickest. He was ‘“going,” he added, to
St. Louis, to fetch his family, whom he had left behind; but he seemed in no
great hurry to bring on these incumbrances, for when we moved away, he loitered
back into the cabin, and was plainly bent on stopping there so long as his money
lasted, He was a great politician of course, and explained his opinions at some
lt‘ng_lh to one of our company; but I only remember that he concluded with two
sentiments, one of which was, Somebody for ever; and the other, Blast everybody
else ! which is by no means a bad abstract of the general creed in these matters,

When the horses were swollen out to about twice their natural dimensions
(there seems to be an idea here, that this kind of inflation improves their going},
we went forward again, through mud and mire, and damp, and festering heat,
and brake and bush, attended always by the music of the frogs and pigs, until
nearly noon, when we halted at a place called Belleville,

Belleville was a small collection of wooden houses, huddled together in the very
heart of the bush and swamp. Many of them had singularly bright doors of red
and {cllow: for the place had been lately visited by a travelling painter, *who
80t along,” as [ was told, ““by eating his way.”  The criminal court was sitting,
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and was at that moment trying some criminals for horse-stealing: with whom it
would most likely go hard : " for live stock of all kinds being necessarily very much
exposed in the woods, is held by the community in rather higher value than human
life; and for this reason, juries generally make a point of finding all men indicted
for cattle-stealing, guilty, whether or no.

The horses belonging to the bar, the judge, and witnesses, were tied to tem-
porary racks set up roughly in the road; by which is to be understood, a forest
path, nearly knee-decp in mud and slime.

There was an hotel in this place, which, like all hotels in America, had its large
dining-room for the public table. Itwas an odd, shambling, low-roofed out-house,
half-cowshed and half-kitchen, with a coarse brown canvas table-cloth, and tin
sconces stuck against the walls, to hold candles at supper-time, The horseman
had gone forward to have coffee and some eatables prepared, and they were by
this time nearly ready. He had ordered * wheat-bread and chicken fixings,” in
preference to  com-bread and common domngs.” The latter kind of refection
includes only pork and bacon. The former comprehends broiled ham, sausages,
veal cutlets, steaks, and such other viands of that nature as may be supposed, by
a tolerably wide poetical construction, *to fix” a chicken comfortably in the
digestive organs of any lady or gentleman.

On one of the door-posts at this inn, was a tin plate, whereon was inscribed in
characters of gold, ¢ Doctor Crocus ;" and on a ,\{l(‘ci of paper, pasted up by the
side of this plate, was a written announcement that Dr. Crocus would that evening
deliver a lecture on Phrenology for the benefit of the Belleville public ; at a charge,
for admission, of so much a head.

Straying up-stairs, during the preparation of the chicken fixings, I happened to
pass the doetor’s chamber; and as the door stood wide open, and the room was
empty, I made bold to peep in.

It was a bare, unfurnished, comfortless room, with an unframed portrait hanging
up at the head of the bed; a likeness, I take it, of the Doctor, for the forehead
was fully displayed, and great stress was laid by the artist upon its phrenological
developments. ~The bed itsell was covered with an old patch-work counterpane,
The room was destitute of carpet or of curtain, There was a damp fire-place
without any stove, full of wood ashes; a chair, and a very small table; and on
the last-named piece of furniture was displayed, in grand amay, the doctor’s library,
consisting of some half-dozen greasy old books.

Now, it certainly looked about the last apartment on the whole earth out of
which any man would be likely to get anything to do him good. But the door,
as I have said, stood coaxingly open, and plainly said in conjunction with the
chair, the portrait, the table, and the books, ¢ Walk in, gentlemen, walk in!
Don’t be ill, gentlemen, when you may be well in no time. Doctor Crocus is
here, gentlemen, the celebrated Dr. Crocus! Doctor Crocus has come all this
way to cure you, gentlemen. If you haven't heard of Dr. Crocus, it's your faulf,
gentlemen, who live a little way out of the world here : not Dr, Crocus’s. Walk
in, gentlemen, walk in!”?

In the passage below, when T went down-stairs again, was Dr. Crocus himself,
A crowd had flocked in from the Court House, and a voice from among them
called out to the Jandlord, “ Colonel! introduce Doctor Crocus.”

“ Mr. Dickens,” says the colonel, # Doctor Crocus.”

Upon which Doctor Crocus, who is a tall, fine-looking Scotchman, but rather
fierce and warlike in appearance for a professor of the peaceful art of healing,
bursts out of the concourse with his right arm extended, and his chest thrown out
gs far as it will possibly come, and says:

#Your countryman, sir!” ]
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Whereupon Doctor Crocus and I shake hands; and Doctor Crocus looks as if
I didn’t by any means realise his expectations, which, in a linen blouse, and a
Fr::It straw hat, \;‘1[11'? ;:;z;-e.n ribbon, and no gloves, and my face and nose pro-

usely ornamented with the stings of mosquitoes and the bites 3, it i

usely ; 3 = - of bugs 5 Very
likely I did not. 4 ; ik

“Long in these parts, sir?* says I.

¢ Three or four months, sir,” says the Doctor.

Do you think of soon returning to the old country # "' says I.
m}l:octor]C'rojcus 1‘:\:\1!\]? no verbal answer, but gives me an imploring look, which

ys 50 plainly “ Will you ask me that again, a little louder, if lease 7 77

! y atagain, g ouder, if you please 7 ' tha
I repeat the question, ) i i g i
*Think of soon returning to the ol ir !
- g to the old country, sir ! * repeats the Doctor

# To the old country, sir,” I rejoin, - C .

Doctor Crocus looks round upon the crowd to observe the effect he produces
rubs his hands, and says, in a very loud voice : :

“ J U hile .-‘ i v, l' .

% fl\ol}L.Q awhile, sir, not vet. ~ You won’t catch me at that just yet, sir. Iam
atittle too fond of freedom for £hat, sir. Ha, ha! It's not o easy for 2 man to
ffar h:msclflrgm a free country such as this is, sir. Ha, ha! No, no! Ha, ha!
‘\D{Ic of that till one’s obliged to do it, sir. No, no!” o T
& 4 ;Doclpr Crocus says these latter words, he shakes his head, knowingly, and
“:J{z] 5 again. Many of the bystanders shake their heads in concert with the doctor,
‘nt( augh tao, and look at (I?IlL‘l] other as much as to say, A pretty bright and first-
-cgﬁort of chap is Crocus!™ and unless I am very much mistaken, a good many
El | eDwem to the lecture that night, who never thought about phrenology, or
about Doctor Crocus either, in all their lives before. Sy

From Belleville, we went on, through the same desolate kind of waste, and

= . - P : etz
conlstanllg, attended, without the interval of a moment, by the same music: until
?cl) I'.‘lrﬂgelu L]]ock mn tiie afternoon, we halted once more at “a villace called I cb'\li()l';

i & ses i and give the S0 OT e b
e ::1&,]‘ 1e hl)'l'([?\. again, and give them some corn besides : of which they
e 1 in need. I ending this ceremony, 1 walked into the village, where I

& full-sized dwelling-house coming down-hill at a round trot, drawn by a

score or more of oxen. < <
'auﬂt'e ]’)Fl)]lt-]lnllﬁ[‘ was so very clean and good a one, that the managers of the
Jmulen[;.o]\im} to rc:tulrnl ro] it and put up there for the night, if possible. This

S decided on, and the horses being well refreshed, w i : :
¢ l s I shed, we agai she rar
and came upon the Prairie at sunset. g : R
he:l‘t ;‘"OUI&[ be l:illilcu]l to say why, or how—though it w

ard and read so much about it—b i i
e qcujnn”::nﬁthl uil the [eﬂu][ IE)II mul was disappointment.
- ards E £ €re lay, stretched out before my view, a v
expanse of level ground ; unbroken, save b o STy W, 8N

a ; roken, save by one thin line of trees, which scarc
amounted toa seratch upon the g 2 F ROSY, WGR RSO
{ aser: : great blank ; until it met the glowing sk it
o scrateh upo  grreat blank ; i et the glowing sky, wherein
hh;(‘m%f} to dip : mingling with its rich colours, and mu“':)\\‘in" hin its distant
miq-"b] lere it lay, a !rk‘inqml sea or lake without water, if ::uchhn simile hc I'nl-

ssible, with the day going down upon it : a few birds wheeling here 4 I the
and solitude and silence reieni : > ; g here and thera:
high - 11 £ silence rf.gmng paramount around. But the erass was not yet
lh§ e:', cn’; \l\'crc bare black patches on the ground ; and the few wild flowers that
e could see, were poor and scanty, G | i i !

4 g anty. Great as the picture was very fl;
o ;  WETe D | Ve picture was, its very flat-
b isn?::j extent, which left nothing to the imagination, tamed it down and c'r?mpwl

s i:ss"i I felt lu.r]c of that sense of freedom and exhilaration which a Scottish
Oppreﬁi\'gil-:ﬁiiso{ even our l;n;:]ishI(l?\;nshﬂ\mken. It was lonely and wild, h‘ut

Jarren monotony. eit that in traversi rairi
o y at 1 traversing the Prairies, I coul
i &bcagceig&mysng to thehsccm}, forgetful of all else; asI;flould do instinctivel d

€r underneath my feet, iron- y f’
y leet, or an iron-bound coast beyond ; but should

as possibly from having
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often glance towards the distant and frequently-receding line of the horizon, ahd
wish it gained and passed. 1t is not a scene tobe forgotten, but it is scarcely one,
I think (at all events, as I saw it), to remember with much pleasure, or to covet
the looking-on again, in after life. ‘

We encamped near a solitary log-house, for the sake of its water, and dined
upon the plain. The baskets contained roast fowls, buffalo’s tongue (an exquisite
dainty, by theway), ham, bread, cheese, and butter ; biscuits, champagne, sherry;
lemons and sugar for punch; and abundance of rough ice. The meal was delicious,
and the entertainers were the soul of kindness and good humour. I have often
recalled that cheerful party to my pleasant recollection since, and shall not easily
forget, in junketings nearer home with friends of older date, my boon companions
on the Prairie.

Returning to Lebanon that night, we lay at the little inn at whichwe had halted
in the afternoon.  In point of cleanliness and comfort it would have suffered by no
comparison with any English alehouse, of a homely kind, in England.

Rising at five o'clock next morning, I took a walk about the village : none of
the houses were strolling about to-day, but it was early for them yet, perhaps : and
then amused myself by lounging in a kind of farm-yard behind the tavern, of which
the leading features were, a strange jumble of rough sheds for stables; a rude
colonnade, built as a cool place of summer resort; a deep well; a great earthen
mound for keeping vegetables in, in winter time ; and a pigeon-house, whose little
apertures looked, as they do in all pigeon-houses, very much too small for the
admission of the plump and swelling-breasted birds who were strutting about it,
though they tried to get in neverso hard. That interest exhausted, Itook a survey
of the inn's two parlours, which were decorated with coloured prints of Wash-
ington, and President Madison, and of a white-faced young lady (much speckled
by the flies), who held up her gold neck-chain for the admiration of the spectator,
and informed all admiring comers that she was Just Seventeen:” although I
should have thought her older. In the best room were two oil portraits of the
kit-cat size, representing the landlord and his infant son ; both looking as bold
as lions, and staring out of the canvas with an intensity that would have been
cheap at any price. They were painted, I think, by the artist who had touched
up the Belleville doors with red and gold; for I seemed to recognise his style
immediately.

After breakfast, we started to return by a different way from that which we had
taken yesterday, and coming up at ten o'clock with an encampment of German
emigrants carrving theéir goods in earts, who had made a rousing fire which they
were just quitting, stopped there to refresh, And very pleashnt the fire was; for,
hot though it had been yesterday, it was quite cold to-day, and the wind blew
keenly. Looming in the distance, as we rode along, was another of the ancient
Indian burial-places, called The Monks’ Mound ; in memory of a body of fanatics
of the order of La Trappe, who founded a desolate convent there, many years ago,
when there were no settlers within a thousand miles, and were all swept off by
the pernicious climate : in which lamentable f[atality, few rational people will sup-
pose, perhaps, that society experienced any very severe deprivation.

The track of to-day had the same feafures as the track of yesterday. There
was the swamp, the bush, and the perpetual chorus of frogs, the rank unseemly
growth, the unwholesome steaming earth. Here and there, and frequently too,
we encountereda solitary broken-down waggon, full of some new settler's goods, Tt
was a pitiful sight to see one of these vehicles deep in the mire; the axle-tree
broken ; the wheel lying idly by its side: the man gone miles away, to look for
assistance; the woman seated among their wandering household ‘gods with a
baby at her breast, a picture of forlomn, dejected patience ; the team of oxen
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?rour:i}ing dmrulmom‘nI‘ull_\' in the mud, and breathing forth such clouds of vapour
Tom therr mouths and nostrils, that all the damp mist ; ;

! s, that ; nist and fog around seems
have come direct from them. i X Mip
: In due ume‘ We mustered once again before the merchant tailor’s, and having

cillm $0, crossed over to the cityin the ferry-boat : passing, on the way, a spot
. Te g o . r s

;.]a ed Bloody Island, the duelling-ground of St, Louis, and so designated in

onour ol the last fatal combat fought there, which was with pistols, breast to

breast. Both combatants fel] dead upon the ground : \

: ; and possibly some rational
people may think of them, as of the gloomy madmen on the Monks’ Mound, that
they were no great loss to the community, . )

CHAPTER XIV.

REIURN TO CINCINNATI. A STAGE-COACH RIDE FROM THAT CITY 10
COLUMBUS, AND THENCE TO SANDUSKY. S0, DY LAKE ERIE, TO THE
FALLS OF NIAGARA., . '

‘:l" [_.had a tlmr’? lo travel through the interior of the stale of Ohio, and te

lhblnl.e the lakes,” as the phrase is, at a small town called Sandusky, to which

Stﬂlrrucﬁilseh:'tz;illél‘:?n{l||(~t]usi on our way to Niagara, we had to return from

. 4y we had come, and to retrace our former track as far as

G '{helt)la_\' on which we were to take leave of St. Louis being very fine ; and (he

steam-boat, which was to have started I don’t know how early in the morning,

fc?;z])ﬁ))l:!‘:.{:fdfor the llnral‘or f'omgh time, her d<_:p:1rture until the afternoon : we
et nick;-l; t?j '1\11 In?(l JI' rench village on the river, called properly Carondelet,
dy med Vide Poche, and arranged that the packet should call for us
thg‘}:fm%l.:;cre C.f])n.‘il.:'lti‘f{.()f . few poor cottages, and two or three public-houses ;
the il ; f“ uf)slc .x!‘dcrn certainly seemed to Justily the second designation of

i hagck' for ¢ u{r.c“\_\ as nothing to eat in any of them. At length, however, by

coﬂ'c% wer-home A].III a mile or so, we found a solitary house where ham and

Sy (..’I‘erC-_llrd ble; and there we tarried to await the advent of the boat, which

]u 4 come in sight from the green before the door, a long wav off,

lilll::“rii):: m:f}li unprclct]ehr)_-__‘r village tavern, and we mok‘ our repast in a quaint

1 lime‘ h“ull 'n]l')(}’r[_:n it, (l('l,‘Ol':ll_t‘(l \\'1!}1 some old oil paintings, which in

i .n; })l;l sably dt‘me duty in a ( atholic chapel or monastery. The

Chal’:lcl;ari\‘[? b}:};n : :msll served with great cleanliness, The house was kept by a

~ Stic old couple, with whom we had a long talk, and who were perhaps a

".VIL'OOd sample of that kind of people in the West, !

i h,: {3::”]0;1 ':\'n_,-t: a tlrg'{, tc_mg.h, hard-faced old fellow (fot sa very old either,

militi inih':)l ]u.s. lurvl‘n:'( stxty, I should think), who had been out with the

o kg as; war with England, and had seen all kinds of service,—except a

i is'life ([ he mﬁd been very near seeing that, he added : very near. He had

e t‘])]eein restless :md foc molive, with an irresistible desjre for change ;

i fss]] '}tntle-s‘un.(_)f his old self : for if he had nothing to keep him at home,

i Which‘.lll-f; l)]J;Hilvn{i his anF and his thtnnb_to\\'nr(ls the window of the room

o st old lady sat, as we g in front of the house), he would

gt ; g : He was one of the

o bt ! . -1 Proper 1o this continent, who seem destined from
9 serve as pioneers in the great human army : who gladly go on from
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year fo year extending its outposts, and leaving home aflter home behind them s

and die at last, utterly regardless of (heir graves being left thousands of miles
behind, by the wandering generation who succeed,

His wife was a domesticated kind-hearted old soul, who had come with him,
““from the queen city of the world,” which, it seemed, was Philadelphia; but had
no love for this Western country, and indeed had little reason to bear it any ;
having seen her children, one by one, die here of fever, in the full prime and
beauty of their youth, Her heart was sore, she said, to think of them ; and to
tallc on this theme, even to strangers, in that blighted place, so far from her old
home, eased it somewhat, and became a melancholy pleasure.

The boat appearing towards evening, we bade adieu to the poor old lady and
her vagrant spouse, and making for the nearest landing-place, were soon on board
The Messenger again, in our old cabin, and steaming down the Mi sippi.

If the coming up this river, slowly making head against the stream, be an irk-
some journey, the shooting down it with the turbid current is almost worse ; for
then the boat, proceeding at the rate of twelve or fiftcen miles an hour, has to force
its passage through a labyrinth of floating logs, which, in the dark, it is often
impossible to see beforehand or avoid. Al that night, the bell was never silent
for five minutes at a time; and afer every ring the vessel reeled again, sometimes
beneath a single blow, sometimes beneath a dozen dealt in quick succession, the
lightest of which seemed more than enough to beat in her frail keel, as though it
had been pie-crust. Looking down upon the filthy river after dark, it scemed to
be alive with monsters, as these black masses rolled upon the surface, or came
starting up again, head first, when the boat, in ploughing her way among a shoal
of such obstructions; drove a few among them for the moment under water.
Sometimes the engine stopped during a long interval, and then before her and
behind, and gathering close about her on all sides, were 5o many of these ill-
favoured obstacles that she was fairly hemmed in; the centre of a floating island ;
and was constrained to pause until ‘they parted, somewhere, as dark clotds will
do before the wind, and opened by degrees a channel out.

In good time next morming, however, we came again in sight of the detestable
morass called Cairo; and stopping there to take in wood, lay alongside a barge,
whose starting timbers scarcely held together, It was moored to the bank, and
on its side was painted * Coffee House;” that being, T suppose, the floating
paradise to which the people fly for shelterwhen they Jose their houses fora month
or two beneath the hideous waters of the Mississippi, But looking southward
from this point, we had the satisfaction of seeing that intolerable river dragging
its slimy length and ugly freight abruptly off towards New Orleans; and passing i
yellow line which stretched across the current, were again upon the clear Ohiy,
never, I trust, to see the Miss sippi more, saving in troubled dreams and night-
mares, Leaving it for the company of its sparkling neighbour, was like the
transition from pain to ease, or the awakening from a horrible vision to cheerful
realities,

We arrived at Louisville on the fourth night, and gladly availed omselves of its
excellent hotel. Next day we went on in the Ben Franklin, a beautiful niail
steam-boat, and reached Cincinnati shortly after midnight. Being by this time
nearly tired of sleeping upon shelves, we had remained awale to go ashore straights
way; and groping a passage across the dark decks of other boats, and among
labyrinths of engine-machinery and leaking casks of molasses, we reached the
streets, knocked up the porter at the hotel where we had stayed before, and were,
to our great joy, safely housed soon afterwards,

We rested but one day at Cincinnati, and then resumed our journey to Sandusky,
As it comprised two varieties of stage-coach travelling, which, with those I have
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alieady glanced at, comprehend the main characteristics of this mode of transit in
America, I will take the reader as our fellow-passenger, and pledge myself to per-
form the distance with all possible despatch. o

Our place of destination in the first instance is Columbus. It is distant about
a hundred and twenty miles from Cincinnati, but there is a macadamised road
(rare blessing !) the whole way, and the rate of travelling upon it is six miles an
hour, v

We start at eight o'clock in the moming, in a great mail-coach, whose huge
cheeks are so very ruddy and plethoric, that it appears to be troubled with a ten-
dency of blood to the head. Dropsical it certamly is, for it will hold a dozen
passengers inside. But, wonderful {o add, it is very c_]eun and bright, being nearly
new; and rattles through the streets of Cincinnati gaily. s T

Our way lies through a beautiful country, richly culiivated, and luxuriant in its
promise of an abundant harvest. Sometimes we pass a field where the strong
bristling stalks of Indian corn look like a crop of walking-sticks, and sometimes
an enclosure where the green wheat is springing up among a labyrinth of stumps ;
the primitive worm-fence is universal, and an ugly thing it is; but the farms are
neatly kept, and, save for these differences, one might be travelling just now in
Kent, :

'We often stop to water at a roadside inn, which is always dull and silent. ‘The
coachman dismounts and fills his bucket, and holds it to the horses’ heads. Th‘ere
15 scarcely ever any one to help him; there are seldom any loungers standing
round ; and never any stable-company with jokes to crack. Sometimes, when we
have changed our team, there it a difficulty m _starting again, arising out of the
prevalent mode of breaking a young horse : which is to catch him, harness him
against his will, and put him in a stage-coach without further notice: but we get
on somehow or other, after a great many kicks and a violent struggle ; and jog on
as before again. v

Occasionally, when we stop to change, some two or three half-drunken loafers
will conte loitering put with their hands in their pockets, or will be seen kicking
their heels in rocking-chairs, or lounging on the window-sill, or sitting on a rail
within the colonnade : they have not often anything to say though, either to us or
to each other, but sit there idly staring at the coach and horses,  The landlord
of the inn is usually among them, and seems, of all the party, to be the least con-
nected with the business of the house. Indeed he is with réference to the tavern,
what the driver is in relation to the coach and passengers: whatever happens in
his sphere of action, he is quite indifferent, and perfectly easy iﬂ_his mind,

The frequent change of coachmen works no chan ge or varlety in the coachman’s
character. He is always dirty, sullen, and taciturn. If he be capable of smart-
ness of any kind, moral or physical, he has a faculty of concealing it which is truly
marvellous. He never speaks to you as you sit beside him on the box, and if you
spealk {o him, he answers (if at all) im monosyllatles. He points out nothing on
the voad, and seldom Jooks at anything : being, to all appearance, thoroughly
Weary of it and of existence generally.  As to doing the honours of his eoach, his
business, as T have said, is with the horses. The coach follows because it is
ittached to them and goes on wheels : not because you are in it, Sometimes,
towards the end of a long stage, he suddently breaks out into a discordant fragment
of an election song, but his face never sings along with him: it is only his voice,
and not often that.

He always chews and always spits, and never encumbers himself with a pocket-
bandkerchief. The conscquences to the box passenger, especially when the wind

lows towards him, are not a grecable.

Whenever the coach stops, and you can hear the voices of the inside pas-
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sengers ; or whenever any bystander addresses them, or any one among them ; or
they address each other ; you will hear one phrase repeated over and over and!
over again to the most extraordinary extent. It is an ordinary and unpromising:
phrase enough, being neither more nor less than * Yes, sir;” but it is adapted'
to every variety of circumstance, and fills up every pause in the conversation..
Thus:—

The time is one o'clock at noon. The scene, a place where we are to stay and
dine, on this journey. The coach drives up to the door of an inn. The day is
warm, and there are several idlers lingering about the tavern, and waiting for the
public dinner. Among them, is a stout gentleman in a brown hat, swinging him-
self to and fro in a rocking-chair on the pavement, _

As the coach stops, a gentleman in a straw hat looks out of the window :

STRAW HAT. - (To the stout gentleman in the rocking-chair.) I reckon that's
Judge Jefferson, an't it ? ) 3

BrowxN Hart. (Still swinging; speaking very slowly; and without any emao~
tion whatever,) Yes, sir.

StRAw Har. Warm weather, Judge.

Brown Hat. Yes, sir.

StrAwW HAT, There was a snap of cold, last week.

BrowN HAT. Yes, sir.

StRAW HAT, Yes, sir,

A pause. They look at each other, very seriously.

StrAW HaT. I calculate you'll have got through that case of the corporation,
Judge, by this time, now ?

BrowN Har. VYes, sir.

StrAw HAaT. How did the verdict go, sir ?

BrownN HaT. For the defendant, sir.

Straw HAT, (Interrogatively.) Yes, sir?

BrowN HaT. (Affirmatively.) Yes, sir,

BorH. (Musingly, as each gazes down the street.) Ves, sir,

Another pause. They look at each other again, still more seriously than before.

BrowN HaTt. This coach is rather behind its time to-day, I guess.

StrAW HAT. (Doubtingly.) Yes, sir.

BrowN Har. (Looking at his watch.) Yes, sir; nigh upon two hours,

STRAW HAT. (Raising his eyebrows in very great surprise.) Yes, sir!

Brown Hat. (Decisively, as he puts up his watch,) Yes, sir,

ALL THE OTHER INSIDE PASSENGERS. (Among themselves.) Yes, sir,

COACHMAN. - (In a very surly tone.) No it a’nt.

STRAW HAT. (To the coachman.) Well, I don’t know, sir. We were a pretty
tall time coming that last filteen mile. That’s a fact.

The coachman making no reply, and plainly declining to enter into any contro-
versy on a subject so far removed from his sympathies and feelings, another pas-
senger says, “ Yes, sir;” and the gentleman in the straw hat in acknowledgment
of his courtesy, says “ Yes, sir,” to him, in return. The straw hat then inquires
of the brown hat, whether that coach in which he (the straw hat) then sits, is not
anewone? To which the brown hat again makes answer, ¢ Yes, sir.”

STRAW Hart. I thoughtso, Pretty loud smell of varnish, sir?

BrowN HAT. Yes, sir.

ALL THE OTHER INSIDE PASSENGERS, " Yes, sir.

Browx Hat. (To the company in general.) Yes, sir.

The conversational powers of the company having been by this time pretty
heavily taxed, the straw hat opens the door and gets out; and all the rest alight
also, Ye ding soon afterwards with the boarders in the house, and have nothing

Travelling all Night. i3

‘to drink but tea and coffee. As they are both very bad and the water is worse, I
ask for brandy ; but it is a Temperance Hotel, and spirits are not to be had for
love or money. This preposterous forcing of unpleasant drinks down the reluc-
dant throats ol travellers is not at all uncommon in America, but T never discovered
ithat the scruples of such wincing landlords induced them to preserve any unusually
nice balance between the quality of their fare, and their scale of charges: on the
‘contrary, I rather suspected them of diminishing the one and exalting the other,
by way of recompense for the loss of their profit on the sale of spirituous liquors.
After all, perhaps, the plainest course for persons of such tender consciences,
would be, a total abstinence from tavern-keeping,

Dinner over, we get into another vehicle which is ready at the door (for the
«coach has been changed in the interval), and resume our journey; which continues
through the same kind of country until evening, when we come to the town where
“we are to stop for tea and supper; and having delivered the mail bags at the Post-
'office, ride through the usual wide street, lined with the usual stores and houses
(the drapers always having hung up at their door, by way of sign, a piece of bright
Ted cloth), to the hotel where this meal is prepared. There being many boarders
here, we sit down, a large party, and a very melancholy one as usual. ‘But there
is a buxom hostess at the head of the table, and opposite, a simple Welsh school-
master with his wife and child ; who came here, on a speculation of greater pro-
mise than performance, to teach the classics : and they are sufficient subjects of
interest until the meal i over, and another coach is ready. In it we go on once
mote, lighted by a bright moon, until midnight ; when we stop to change the
coach again, and remain for half an hour or so in a miserable room, with a blurred
lithograph of Washington over the smoky fire-place, and a mighty jug of cold
water on the table : to which refreshment the moody passengers do so apply them-
selves that they would seem to be, orie and all, keen patients of Dr. Sangrado.
Among them is a very little boy, who chews tobacco like a very big one; and a
«Ironing gentleman, who talks arithmetically and statistically on all subjects, from
poetry downwards ; and who always speaks in the same key, with exactly the
same emphasis, and with very grave deliberation. He came outside just now,
and told me how that the uncle of a certain young lady who had been spirited away
=and married by a certain captain, lived in 1?105(: parts ; and how this uncle was so
valiant and ferocious that he shouldn’t wonder if he were to follow the said cap-
“tain to England, ¢ and shoot him down in the street wherever he found him:” in
“the feasibility of which strong measure I, being for the moment rather prone to:
contradiction, from feeling half asleep and very tired, declined to acquiesce :
assuring him that if the uncle did resort to it, or gratified any other little whim
=of the like nature, he would find himself one morning prematurely throttled at
the Old Bailey: and that he would do well to make his will before he went, as.
“he would certainly want it before he had been in Britain very long.

On we go, all night, and by-and-by the day begins to break, and presently
vlhe first cheerful rays of the 'warm sun come slanting on us brightly. ~ It sheds
its light upon a miserable waste of sodden grass, and dull trees, and squalid huts,
“whose aspect is forlorn and grievous in the last degree, A very desert in the-
“Wood, whose growth of green is dank and noxious like that upon the top of
-~ standing water: where peisonous fungus grows in the rare footprint on the oozy
¢ ground, and sprouts like witches’ coral, from the ctevices in the cabin wall and
 floor; it is a hideous thing to lie upon the very threshold of a city. But it was
*purchased years ago- and as the owner cannot be discovered, the State has been
‘mible_ta reclaim it * So there it remains, in the midst of cultivation and improve~
ik ) like ground accursed, and made obscene and rank by some great crime.

We reached Columbus shortly before seven o’clock, and stayed there, to re=
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fresh, that day and night : having excellent apartmentsin a very large unfinished
hotel called the Neill House, which were richly fitted with the polished wood
of the black walnut, and opened on a handsome portico and stone verandah,
like rooms in some Italian mansion, - The town is clean and pretty, and of
course is “ going to be ¥ much larger. Itis the seat of the State legislature of
Ohio, and lays claim, in consequence, to some consideration and iniportance.

There being no stage-coach next day, upon the road we wished to take, I hired
‘“an extra,” at a reasonable charge, to carty us to Tifin; a small town from
whence there is a railroad to Sandusky. This extra was an ordinary four-horse
stage-coach, such as I have described, changing horses and drivers, as the
stage-coach would, but was exclusively our own for the journey. To ensure our
having horses at the proper stations, and being incommoded by no strangers,
the proprietors sent an agent on the box, who was to accompany us the whole
way through; and thus attended, and bearing with us, besides, a hamper full
of savoury cold meats, and fruit, and wine; we started off again in high
spirits, at half-past six o’clock next morning, very much delighted to be by our-
¢elves, and disposed to enjoy even the roughest journey.

Tt was well for us; that we were in this humour, for the road we went over that
day, was certainly enough to have shaken tempers that were not resolutely at
Set Fair, down to some inches below Stormy. At one time we were all flung
together in a heap at the bottom of the coach, and at another we were crushing
our heads against the roof. Now, one side was down deep in the mire, and we
were holding on to the other. Now, the coach was lying on the tails of the
two wheelers; and now it was rearing up in the air, in a frantic state, with all
four horses standing on the top of an insurmountable eminence, looking coolly
back at it, as though they would say ¢ Unhamess us. It can’t be done.” The
drivers on these roads, who certainly get over the ground in a manner which is
quite miraculous, so twist and tum the team about in forcing a passage, corkscrew
fashion, through the bogs and swamps, that it was quite a common circumstance
on looking out of the window, to see the codchman with the ends of a pair of
reins in his hands, apparently driving nothing, or playing at horses, and the
leaders staring at one unexpectedly from the back of the coach, as if they had
some idea of getting up behind. A great portion of the way was over what is
<alled a corduroy road, which is made by throwing trunks of trees into a marsh,
and leaving them to settle there, The very slightest of the jolts with which the
ponderous carriage fell from log to log, was enough, it seemed, to have dislocated
all the bones in the human body. It would be impossible to experience a similar
set of sensations, in any other circumstances, unless perhaps in attempting to go
up to the top of St. Paul’s in an omnibus. Never, never once, that day, was the
coach in any position, attitude, or kind of motion to which we are accustomed in
coaches. Never did it make the smallest approach to one’s experience of the
proceedings of any sort of vehicle that goes on wheels.

Still, it was a fine day, and the temperature was delicious, and though we had
left Summer behind us in the west, and were [ast leaving Spring, we were moving
towards Niagara: and home. We alighted in a pleasant wood towards the
niddle of the day, dined on a fallen tree; and leaving our best fragments with a

~cottager, and our worst with the pigs (who swarm in this part of the country like

grains of sand on the sea-shore, to the great comfort of our commissanat in
“Canada), we went forward again, gaily.

As night came on, the track grew narower and narrower, until at last it s
lost itself among the trees, that the driver seemed to find his way by instinct.
‘We had the comfort of knowing, at least, that there was no danger of his falling

“geleep, for every now and then a wheel would strike against an unseen stump

Upper Sandusky.

with such a jerk, that he was fain to hold on preity tight and pretty quick, to
keep himself upon the box. Nor was there any reason to dread the least danger
from furious driving, inasmuch as over that broken ground the horses had enough
to do to wall; as to shying, there was no room for that; and a herd of wild
elephants could not have run away in such a wood, with such a couch at their
hieels. So we stumbled along, quite satisfied,

These stumps of trees are a curious feature in American travelling, The
varying illusions they present to the unaccustomed eye as it grows dark, are quite
astonishing in their number and reality, Now, there is a Grecian umn erected
in the centre of a lonely field ; now there is a woman weeping at a tomb; now
a very common-place old gentleman in a white waistcoat, with a thumb thrust
into each arm-hole of his coat ; now a student poring on a book ; now a crouch-
ing negro; now, a horse, a dog, a cannon, an armed man ; a hunch-back throw-
ing off his cloak and stepping forth into the light. They were often as entertaining
to me as so many glasses in a magic lantern, and never took their shapes at my
bidding, but seemed fo force themselves upon me, whether I would or no;
and strange to say, I sometimes recognised in them counterparts of figures
onge familiar to me in pictures attached to childish books, forgotten long ago.

It soon became too dark, however, even for this amusement, and the trees were
50 close together that their dry branches rattled against the coach on either side,
and obliged us all to keep our heads within. It lightened too, for three whole
hours; each flash being very bright, and blue, and long ; and as the vivid streaks
came darting in among the crowded branches, and the thunder rolled gloomily
above the trec tops, one could scarcely help thinking that there were better neigh-
bourhoods at such a time than thick woods afforded.

. Atlength, between ten and eleven o'clock at night, a few feeble lights appeared
in the distance, and Upper Sandusky, an Indian village, where we were to stay
till morning, lay before us. .

They were gone to bed at the log Inn;"which was the only house of entertain-
ment in the place, but scon answered fo our knocking, and  got some tea for us
ina sort of kitchen or common room, tapestried with old newspapers, pasted
against the wall, The bed-chamber to which my wife and I were shown, was a
large, low, ghostly room ; with a quantity of withered branches on the hearth,
and two doors without any fastening, opposite to each other, both opening on the
black night and wild country, and so contrived, that one of them always blew the
other open : a novelty in domestic architecture, which I do not remember (o have
seen before, and which I was somewhat disconcerted to have forced on my . atten-
tion after getting into bed, as I had a considerable sum in gold Tor our
tiavelling expenses, in my dressing-case, Some of the luggage, however, piled
agamst the panels, soon settled this difficulty, and my sleep would not have been
¥ery much affected that night, I believe, though it had failed to do so.

My Boston friend climbed up to bed, somewhere in the roof, where another
sUest was already snoring hugely. But being bitten beyond his power of endur-
dnce, he turned out again, and fled for shelter to the coach, which was airing
uselfin front of the house. This was not a very politic step, as it turned out;
for the pigs scenting him, and looking upon the coach as a kind of pie with
s0me manner of meat inside, grunted round it so hideously, that he was afraid to
tome out again, and lay there shivering, till morning. Nor was it possible to
Warm him, when he did come out, by means of a glass of brandy : for in Indiin
villages, the legislature, with a very good and wise intention, forbids the sale of
Spitils by tavern leepers. The precaution, however, is quite inefficacious, for the
Indians never fail to procure liquor of a worse kind, at a dearer price; from travel-
ling pedlars, '
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It is a settlement of the Wyandot Indians who inhabit this place. Among the
company at breakfast was a mild old gentleman, who had been for many years
empfoyed by the United States Government in conducting negotiations with the
Indians, and who had just concluded a treaty with these people by which they
bound themselves, in consideration of a certain annual sum, to remove next year
to some land provided for them, west of the Mississippi, and a little way beyond
St. Louis. He gave me a moving account of their strong attachment to the
familiar scenes of their infaney, and in particular to the burial-places of their
kindred ; and of their great reluctance to leave them. He had witnessed many
such removals, and always with pain, though he knew that they departed for
their own good. The question whether this tribe should go or stay, had been
discussed among them a day or two before, in a hut erected for the purpose, the
logs of which still lay upon the ground before the inn. "When the speaking was
done, the ayes and noes were ranged on opposite sides, and every male adult
voted in s turn. The moment the result was known, the minority (a large one)
cheerfully yielded to the rest, and withdrew all kind of oppesition.

‘We met some of these poor Indians afterwards, riding on shaggy ponies. They
were so like the meaner sort of gipsies, that if I could have seen any of them in
England, I should have concluded, as a matter of course, that they belonged to
that wandering and restless people.

Leaving this town directly after breakfast, we pushed forward again, over a
rather worse road than yesterday, if possible, and arrived about noen at Tiffin,
where we parted with the extra. At two o'clock we took the railroad; the
travelling on which was very slow, its construction being indifferent, and the
ground wel and marshy ; and arrived at Sandusky in time to dine that evening.
'We put up at a comfortable little hotel on the brink of Lake Erie, lay there that
night, and had no choice but to wait there next day, until a steam-boat bound for
Buffalo appeared. The town, which was sluggish and uninteresting enough, was
something like the back of an English watering-place, out of the season.

Our host, who was very attentive and anxious to make us comfortable, was a
handsome middle-aged man, who had come to this town from New England, in
which part of the country he was “raised.” When I say that he constantly
walked in and out of the room with his hat on; and stopped to converse in the
same free-and-easy state ; and lay down on our sofa, and pulled his newspaper
out of his pocket, and read it at his ease; I merely mention these traits as charac-
teristic of the country : not at all as being matter of complaint, or as having been
disagreeable to me. I should undoubtedly be offended by such proceedings at
home, because there they are not the custom, and where they are not, they would
be impertinencies ; but in America, the only desire of a good-natured fellow of
this kind, is to treat his guests hospitably and well ; and I had no more right,
and I can truly say no more disposition, to measure his conduct by our English
rule and standard, than I had to quarrel with him for not being of the exact stature
which would qualify him for admission into the Queen’s grenadier guards. As
little inclination had I to find fault with a funny old lady who was an upper
domestic in this establishment, and who, when she came to wait upon us at any
meal, sat herself down comfortablyin the most convenient chair, and producing
a large pin to pick her teeth with, remained performing that ceremony, and stead-
fastly regarding us meanwhile with much gravity and composure (now and then
pressing us to eat a little more), until it was time to clear away. It was enough
for us, that whatever we wished done was done with great civility and readiness,
and a desire to oblige, not only here, but everywhere else; and that all our wants
were; in general, zealously anticipated.

“We were takihg an early dinner at this house, on the day after eur amival,

Cleveland, 11y

which was Sunday, when a steam-boat came in sight, and presently touched

wharf. Asshe proved to be on her way to Buffalp, v itae snt "Jt b
spese}:i, and solon left Sandusky far bc]:in%l us. _uﬁalu, P R i o

ohe was a large vessel of five hundred tons; and handsomely fi

with high-pressure engines ; which always conveyed that ki:'il({ ;lftlt?edel;:? ; lt]c;t)‘;tgeh
which I should be likely to experience, I think, if I had lodgings on the ﬁrst-ﬂooé
of a powder-mill, She was laden with flour, some casks of which commodit
were stored upon the deck. The captain coming up to have a little conversqtiony
and fo introduce a friend, seated himself astride of one i :

; : : f these barrels, lik
Bacchus of private life: and pulling a great clasp-knife 01?1 oful?:iz ];;gi:: Lﬁegai

to ““whittle ” it as he talked, by paring thin slices off the i
with such industry and hearty }g{?od w?ll, that but l%rﬂi;'ise[t!)%(i?:;g fz\‘\i]]gtlhg“‘rg;t‘ier?/
:?1335 n:;s I.mzst have disappeared bodily, and left nothing in its place but grist and
After calling at one or two flat Places, with low dams stretching out into th
}akﬁ,_ wht‘:r~eon were stumpy lighthouses, like windmills without s;'iis, the wholg
ooking like a Dutch vignette, we came at midnight to Cleveland, where we lay
all night, and until nine o’clock next morning. : 2
I entertained quite a curiosity in reference to this place, from having seen at
Sandusky a Specimen of its literature in the shape of a newspaper, which was
yery strong indeed upon the subject of Lord Ashburton’s recent arrival at Wash-
imgton, to adjust the points in dispute between the United States Government and
Great Britain : informing its readers that as America had ¢ whipped ” England
in her infancy, and whipped her again in her youth, so it was clearly neceb-ssw
that she must whip her once again in her maturity; and pledging its credit t.otal-l
Frue Americans, that if Mr, Webster did his duty in the approaching negotiations
iti‘nvd sent the E:}ghsh Lord home agdin in double quick time, they should, within
cogﬂ);ea;s,“srmg “Y:ank??’DOO(”C in Hyde Park, and Hail Columbia in the scarlet
behold?n < ﬂestmm;ter *" I found it a pretty town, and had the satisfaction of
o e E)utsule of the office of the Journal from which I have just quoted.
tiori tr:l?tt (I:n%‘oy the d;h%ht of seeing the wit who indited the paragraph in ques-

avi o 1a Fh L i H 1e 1w 3 1
repu,ie s st;lleitli:?rcl?;.l bt he is a prodigious man in his way, and held in high
ere was 'a_gentle!nuu on board, to whom, as T unintentionally learmed throu

]t‘}:sﬁ‘t::}n part:ngn which divided our state-room from the cabin in which heo azgliil
. ¢ conversed together, I was unwittingly the occasion of very great uneasi-
ess. I don't know why or wherefore, but 1 appeared to run in his mind per-
petually,_and to dissatisfy him very much. First of all I heard him say : zmdpthe
ITO(;SEIUdK-:muS part of the business was, that he said it in my very ear, and could
e ‘3:;6_:‘(.0!'1‘1“1111]103&'}51 more directly with me, if he had leaned upon my shoulder,
}mUSe‘ [llbpelg((jl me: Bo_:a is on 1}o:m! still, my dear.” After a considerable
g ‘:’. Ia : ecII, c_ompla]r.lmg]y, *“ Boz keeps himself very close; ” which was
i dog h, (').rh was not very well, and was lying down, with a book. I thought
e dne. with me after this, but I was deceived; for a long interval having
51112. ik ;1!'{pg which I imagine him to have been turning restlessly from side to
Wiﬂ,be 2 tying to go to sleep; he broke out again, with “I suppose #ut Boz
imartinar:-nct.l;.?ﬁ a b.r;ok h__\'-lz)m.d-by, and putting all our names in it!” at which
i by equence of being on board a boat with Boz, he groaned, and
exeeé:slll'etvj at the town of Erie, at eiglht o'clock that night, and lay there an hour.
i lt\:na:; :l‘:hneg m:)I‘Il}llil[g, we arrived at Buffalo, where we breakfasted «
ing e Great Falls to wait patiently anvwher i 7 by
the rain, the same morning at nine o‘clocl-:,Pm Niaénr;;} g b L
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It was a miscrable day; chilly and raw; a damp mist falling; and the trees in
that northern region quite bare and wintry. Whenever the train halted, I listened
for the roar; and was constantly straining my eyes in' the direction where I knew
the Falls must be, from seeing the river rollinig on towards them ; every moment
expecting to behold the spray. Within a few minutes of our stopping, not before,
I saw two great white clouds rising up slowly and majestically from the depths of
the earth. That was all. At length we alighted : and then for the first time,
I heard the mighty rush of water, and felt the ground tremble undemeath my
feet.

The bank is very steep, and was slippery with rain, and half-melted ice. I
hardly know how I got down, but I was soon at the bottom, and climbing, with
two English officers who were crossing and had joined me, over some broken
rocks, deafened by the noise, half-blinded by the spray, and wet to the skin. We
were at the foot of the American Fall. I could see an immense torrent of water
tearing headlong down from some great height, but had no idea of shape, or situ-
ation, or anything but vague immensity.

When we were seated in the little ferry-boat, and were crossing the swollen river
immediately before both cataracts, I began to feel what it was: but Iwas in a
manner stunned, and unable to comprehend the vastness of the scene. It was
not until I came on Table Rock, and looked—Great Heaven, on what a fall of
bright-green water ! —that it came upon me in its full might and majesty.

Then, when I felt how near to my Creator I was standing, the first effect, and
the enduring one—instant and lasting—of the tremendous spectacle, was Peace.
Peace of Mind, tranquillity, calm recollections of the Dead, great thoughts of
Etemal Rest and Happiness : nothing of gloom or terror. Niagara was at once
stamped upon my heart, an Image of Beauty; to remain there, changeless and
indelible, until its pulses cease to beat, for ever.

Oh, how the strife and trouble of daily life receded from my view, and lessened
in the distance, during the ten memorable days we passed on that Enchanted
Ground | 'What voices spoke from out the thundering water; what faces, faded
from the earth, looked out upon me from its gleaming depths; what Heavenly
promise glistened in those angels’ tears, the drops of many hues, that showered
around, and twined themselves about the gorgeous arches which the changing
rainbows made ! :

I never stirred in all that time swrom the Canadian side, whither I had gone at
first. I never crossed the river again; for I knew there were people on the other
shore, and in such a place it is natural to shun strange company. To wander to
and fro all day, and see the cataracts from all points of view; to stand upon the
edge of the great Horse Shoe Fall, marking the hurried water gathering strength
as it approached the verge, yet seeming, too, to pause before it shot into the gulf
below; to gaze from the river’s level up at the torrent as it came streaming down;
to climb the neighbouring heights and watch it through the trees, and see the
wreathing water in the rapids hurrying on to take its fearful plunge; to linger in
the shadow of the solemn rocks three miles below; watching the river as, stirred
by no visible cause, it heaved and eddied and awoke the echoes, being troubled
yet, far down beneath the surface, by its giant leap; to have Niagara before me,
lighted by the sun and by the moon, red in the day’s decline, and grey as evening
slowly fell upon it ; to look upon it every day, and wake up in the night and hear
its ceaseless voice : this was enough.

I think in every quiet season now, still do those waters roll and leap, and roar
and tumble, all day long; still are the rainbows spanning them, a hundred feet
below. Still, when the sun is on them, do they shine and glow like molten gold.
Still, when the day is gloomy, do they fall like snow, or scem to crumble away

Majesty of Niagara. g

Jike the front of a great chall ¢liff, or 1oll down tlie rock like de
But allwa)'s does the mighty stream appear to die as it comes down, and always
Ifmm its ut}fnthOﬂl_able grave arises that tremendous ghost of spray anzl miq‘“:] \}:
18 never laid : which has haunted this place with the same dread so!emn}t 7 s-‘m

Dgrkness pro(}ded on the deep, and that first flood before the Delu euLy' .lmce
¢ame rushing en Creation at the word of God. g G

nse white smoke,

CHAPTER XV,

IN CAZ\'\D-\ IORC’\IO‘ I‘{[NGSTON,‘ MONTREAL; QUEBEC; ST. JOHN’S. IN THE
UNITED STATES AGAIN ; LEBANON i THE SHAKER VILLAGE ; WEST POINT.

i w IS? u?'abstam from instituting any comparison, or drawing any parallel what-
1’161.-, ,?t"?cn the social features of the United States and those of the British
ossessions i Canada, For this reason, I shall confine myself to a very brief
account of our journeyings in the latter territory. ; s
But before T leave N iagara, T must i
can hardly have escaped the ol
the Falls,

ﬂlé)n[alablf: Rock, there is a cottage belonging to a Guide, where little relics of
: posce m(c): sold, and where visitors register their names in a book kept for the
p:gen%d tl?e i}le”“‘;]!l of the room in which a_great many of these volumes are
e ollowing request is posted : “ Visitors will pl
s i s e 15 posted : SHOrs will please not copy nor
l};&:ﬁtﬁm }rc_z.n_.u]:a and poetical effusions from the registers aml'l albums lieptllfere i
e qtor this intimation, I should have let them Jie upon the tables on which they
saliqﬁ.edre‘?:hm]{h careful negligence, like books in 2 drawing-room : being quite
iy e:‘x"clh ‘: }1](? .t].tupendoipa s111£ne.~:s of certain stanzas with an anti-climax at the
e » Which were framed and hiung up on the wall. Curious ;
il : i g up on the wall. Curious, however,
quelx;ia((lluigt this announcement, to sce what kind of morsels were s,o carefully
anri ;i I',l : _mjlqcl a few leaves, and found them serawled all over with the vilest
e iml i l}]lpsl‘nbnldry that ever human hogs delighted in. l
il
R \!.'gor]l‘;?ll-mmg' enough to know that tkere are among men, brites so obscene
e S:less, 1]:z?lv lhcy’can delight in laying their miserable profanations upon
: urc's greatest altar.  But that thes 2 hoarded
e lhg{{ﬂzzgao;{%:g::t}:ﬂ greatest '11t::l1'z li"ut that these should be hoarded up
sllow-swine, and kept in a public pl vher s
may see them, is a diser: Engli fie ik e
S a disgrace to the English lang hi itt
Wiongh 11 ; g : gish linguage m which they are written
ope few of these entries have b : ‘nglishme
) s have been made by Englisl] : ;
oo of | I y Englishmen), and a re-
P ?f}: to the English side, on which they arc preserved, 2 et
g mfleula'::gésd(::g oi.ar el;(i}chers at N;ng:u]'n. are finely and airily situated. Some of
. 4 ached houses on the plain above the Falls, whi ¢ origi
Sl . L ¢ plain above the Falls, which were orioinall
hotels ; and in the evening time, w g
g ! ¢, when the wome 1 childr -
BN ey g , i n and children were
: s watching the men as they play
ool ba S z as they played at ball and other
& essii[lnzin the grass before the door, they often presented 1 little pic‘turc of cheer-
. nd animation which made it quite a pleasure to pass that way
am{_h;%fsg;amscncd point where the line of demarcation between one .cuunlry and
*0 Very nairow as at Niagara, desertion fr L
- agara, desertion from the ranks can scarcely fai
be of frequent occurrence @ and it may be reasonably su : S0 e

502‘21:: !;:itirtain the wildest and maddest hopes of the forttg)r&o;i(cll tgc&z“é:ﬁ? o
- AWwait them on the other side, the impulse to play traitor, which sucl?a pclzfrz

Suggests to dishonest minds, is not weakened. Buf it very rarely happens thag

1 advert to one disgusting circumstance whichi
bservation of any decent traveller who has visited
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the men who do desert, are happy or contented afterwards ; and many mstances
have been known in which they have confessed their grievous disappointment, and
their earnest desire lo return to their old service if they could but be assured of
vardon, or lenient treatment, Many of their comrades, notwithstanding, do the
{ikc, from time to time; and instances of loss of life in the effort to cross the river
with this object, are far from being uncommon. Several men were drowned in
the attempt to swim across, not long ago ; and one, who had the madness to trust
limself upon a table as a raft, was swept down lo the whirlpool, where his
tiangled body eddied round and round some davs.

I am inclined to think that the noise of the Falls is very much exaggerated ; and
this will appear the more probable when the depth of the great basin in which the
water is received, is taken into account. At no time during our stay there, was
the wind at all high or boisterous, but we never heard them, three miles off, even
at the very quiet time of sunset, though we often tried.

Queenston, at which place the steam-boats start for Toronto (or I should rather
say at which place they call, for their wharfis at Lewiston, on the opposite shore),
s situated in a delicious valley, through which the Niagara uriver, in colour a very
deep green, pursues its course, Itis approached by a road that takes its winding
way among the heights by which the town is sheltered ; and seen from this point
is extremely beautiful and picturesque, On the most conspicuous of these heights S
stood a monument erected by the Provincial Legislature in memory of General
Brock, who was slain in a battle with the American forces, after having won the
Some vagabond, supposed to be a fellow of the name of Lett, who i

son as a felon, blew up this monument two years
agment of iron railing hanging
a wild ivy branch or broken
vine stem. It is of much higher importance than it may seem, that this statué
should be repaired at the public cost, as it ought to have been long ago. Firstly,
because it is beneath the dignity of England to allow a memorial raised in honour
of one of her defenders, to remain in this condition, on the very spot where he
died. Secondly, because the sight of it in its present state, and the recollection
of the unpunished outrage which brought it to this pass, is not very likely to soothe
down border feelings among English subjects here, or compose their border
quarrels and dislikes.

I was standing on the wharf at this place, watching the passengers embarkings
in a steam-boat which preceded that whose coming we awaited, and participating?
in the anxiety with which a sergeant’s wife was collecting her few goods togethem
—Jkeeping one distracted eye hard upon the porters, who were hurrying them ong
board, and the other on a hoopless washing-tub for which, as being the maost
ulterly worthless of all her moveables, she seemed to entertain particular affections
— when three or four soldiers with a recruit came up and went on board. ,

The recruit was a likely young fellow enough, strongly built and well made, bul
by no means sober: indeed he had all the air of 2 man who had been more or less
drunk for some days. He carried a small bundle over his shoulder, slung at the
end of a walking-stick, and had a short pipe in his mouth. - He was as dusty and
dirty as recruits usually are, and his shoes betokened that he had travelled on foo
some distance, but he was in a very jocose state, and shook hands with this soldier;
and clapped that one on the back, and talked and laughed continually, like a roars
ing idle dog as he was.

The soldiers rather laughed at this blade than with him : seeming to say, as they'
stood straightening their canes in their hands, and looking coolly at him over theit
glazec. stocks, * Go on, my boy, while you may ! you'll know better by-and-by:/
when suddenly the novice, who had been backing towards the gangway in hi

victory.
now, or who lately was, in pri
ago, and it is now a melancholy ruin, witha long fr
dejectedly from its top, and waving to and fro like
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Noisy merriment, fell overl ir ey
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never saw suc i 5 A
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e ﬂam)i:?" 0:"‘]' ](n‘t.a -.lﬂt" they h;ull him out again, feet first, with Sm
T 0 e ot pping C ‘Ln u[.a‘c} €, everything about him hanging the wrong
moment they set him ular‘“?b o ll:ll every thread in his threadbare dress. But th-
< an agufn At rf;;-]-&u]ﬂm found that he was none the worse, lhc'\\'crl:
. hn]t'-su'bcr(—(i rf’v ‘:r'li heir glazed stocks more composedly than c,vcr A '
e gx';utitzle(l;- k{?”‘]?‘l round for amoment, as if his first impul;c were
B ]r-\-i; : r{ kl.s‘ preservation, but seeing them with this air of
L d 1:." ﬁ;‘ 515 \H.t~ pipe presented to him with an oath by the
e b on b ar the m‘nzl anxious of the party, he stuck it in his mouth
B e o b lm{‘)ll-# }lr_m.keta‘. and without even shaking the water off his
as ifhe had meant to ;!<'; 1:: },lx;cll]:ﬁ1'm;]l1;l¢:‘r1; \11;101? “t' . bt PR
ot t, and it ha a perfect success.
g thlr:; l\)olﬂ.qucl;lqne :‘;.]]:]‘,F]rt‘tll]_\ ,lhh had left the wharf, and soon bore us to the
e Jnci- lnf‘]? :.]T'e the stars and stripes of America futter on one side
i sumir\w%-- .‘:1;-_ ril‘m! on the nll\.e_r : and so narrow is the space hvt\\:ecn
o ey '1*|wnf-c"§f-“ ,er‘f_mt can often hear the watchword of the other
o, Thence e (-11.19;:011 on Lake Ontario, an inland sea : and by hall-
The & were at Toronto. A A
country round this town being very ig |
town itel i fll O i 22 oty Thcrs, penr T sceiciterst; ut s
Siveets are well paved, =|'.-‘- vl S ¢, business, an¢ improvement., The
e 1, and lighte with gas; the houses are large and good :
as 1{,3), be :sunzi in jlll:"“] ::f‘.lhem. h_:n'c- a display of goods in their \\‘in{i.’oox:fj ,ﬂ:?l(:
o et 11- g <,.nunl'\ towns in England ; and there are some ;\'iliC].l
e e i)(_“ii‘liL"u’:‘{“ mic‘”“}]'nlm itsell. There is a good stone prison here:
1 il I,)rim.u. r:;:.l ‘1.111: some church, a court-house, public offices many
recording the mamﬂ-:ic .‘1 _u_rfc'v-.‘nnd a_government observatory for noti[;" 1nt)I
Of the pobic e e, ariations. In the College of Upper Canada, which is one
stablishments of the city, a sound education in every ‘lt‘pnrliltzlcf‘n?l:)}

lite Jearni

po ming can be had, at a very

: ad, at a veryr rate expense :

instraction of s, : ery moderate expense : the annual charge for the

upil, not exceeding nine ;
endowm, ) ' puptl, not exceeding nine pounds sterling. - y
e ﬁt::ttsslln e way of land, and is a valuable and U*cﬂlTiusiitul:tﬁi;nprm) good
st ste s T iRy % & - » ¥
overnor Gem;;fﬁ UII‘[l nff]‘l‘] college had been laid but a few days before, by 1l
avenue, which is alre: }‘}" e handsome, spacious edifice, approached Ledl A
iswc”'ﬂdﬂp(cd !:0;\:‘?'.‘1;_1'\ 1;]:111lcd and m:uIEc available as a public walk Tl-u:.l ((()J\I:ﬁ
R REpE esomeexercise atall seasons, for 2 i
ares which Jie b ! seasons, for the footwaysin the
eyond the principal street. are vlanked It aysin the thorough-
gﬂﬂtdland in iy I pal street, are planked like Aoors, and kept in ,..bery
15 a matter s 5 yes P
this place an:I loefdliftp o that political differences should have run high i
S gurl; 58 dic(:]| musl] :}mcrmhm_b]r and disgraceful results, It is nntk];;g
dates i an discharged from a window in this town at the succes :
elec P ) 1 at the successful candi-
body, though nt:tml;l}'u;m‘l lh? g hnﬁ? B o Wi ey \-shoi fl:nt?:
: Angerously woundec B a PR €
oceasion ; o 5 y. . ut one man was kille
. nd from the very w ! vas killed on'the Sime
which shi’ ¢ ery window whence he received his des o
elded his murderer ( . ved his death, the very flag
consequen, S murderer (not only in the commission of his crir y Hag
és), was displave b I of his crime, but from its
form 8 isplayed again on the occasior e om 1ts
& sl o il 5 secasion of the public cere ’
¥ the Govemnor General, to which T have just a 1._,‘“.[{_{‘ Ofc«,iaksiil]:];'\lper-
eried. i olours

in the rajnbow :
there is b s whic! 5
ag was orangz-, s but one which could be so employed : T need not say that

B




122 American Nots.

The time of leaving Toronto for Kingston is noon. By eight o'clock next
morning, the traveller is at the end of his jowrney, which is performed by steam-
boat upon Lake Ontario, calling at Port Hope and Coburg, the latter a chegerful

thriving little town, Vast quantities of flour form the chief item in the freight of’

these vessels. We had no fewer than one thousand and eighty barrels on board,
between Coburg and Kingston,

The latter place, which is now the seat of government in Canada, is a very poor
town, rendered still poorer in the appearance of its market-place by the ravages of
arecent fire. Indeed, it may be said of Kingston, that one half of it appears to
be burnt down, and the other half not to be built up. The Government House is
neither elegant nor commodious, yet it is almost the only house of any importance
in the neighbourhood.

There is an admirable jail here, well and wisely governed, and excellently regus
lated, in every respect. The men were employed as shoemakers, ropemakers,
blacksmiths, tailors, carpenters, and stonecutters; and in building a new prison,
which was pretty far advanced towards completion. The female prisoners were
occupied in needlework. Among them was a beautiful girl of twenty, who had
been there nearly three years. She acted as bearer of secret despatches for the
self-styled Patriots on Navy Island, during the Canadian Insurrection : sometimes
dressing as a girl, and carrying them in her stays ; sometimes attiring herself as a
boy, and secreting them in the lining of her hat. In the latter character she always
rode as a boy would, which was nothing fo her, for she could govern any horse
that any man could ride, and could drive four-in-hand with the best whip in those
parts. Setting forth on one of her patriotic missions, she appropriated to herself
the first horse she could lay her hands on; and this offence had brought her where
Isaw her. She had quite a lovely face, though, as the reader may suppose from
this sketch of her history, there was a lurking devil in her bright eye, which looked
out pretty sharply from between her prison bars.

There is a bomb-proof fort here of great strength, which occupies a bold
position, and is capable, doubtless, of doing good service; though the town is
much too close upon the frontier to be long held, I should imagine, for its present
purpose in troubled times. There is also a small navy-yard, where a couple of
Government steam-boats were building, and getting on vigorously.

We left Kingston for Montreal on the tenth of May, at hal“past nine in the
morning, and proceeded in a steam-boat down the St. Lawrenceniver. The beauty
of this noble stream at almost any point, but especially in the commencement of
this journey when it winds its way among the thousand Islands, can hartily be
imagined. The number and constant successions of these islands, all green and
richly wooded ; their fluctnating sizes, some so large that for half an hour together
one among them will appear as the opposite bank of the river, and some so small
that they are mere dimples on its broad bosom ; their infinite variety of shapesj
and the numberless combinations of beautiful forms which the trees growing on
them present: all form a picture fraught with uncommon interest and pleasure.

In the afternoon we shot down some rapids where the river boiled and bubbled
strangely, and where the force and headlong violence of the current were tre=
mendous, At seven o’clock we reached Dickenson’s Landing, whence travellers
proceed for two or three hours by stage-coach: the navigation of the river being

rendered so dangerous and difficult in the interval, by rapids, that steam-boats do
not make the passage. The number and length of those porzages, over which the |

roads are bad, and the travelling slow, render the way between the towns of
Montreal and Kingston, somewhat tedious.

Our course lay over a wide, uninclosed tract of country at a little distance from
the river side, whence the bright warning lights on the dangerous parts of theé
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&t Lawrence shone vividly. The night was dark and raw, and the way dreary
enongh. It was nearly ten o'clock when we reached the wharf where the next
steam-boat lay ; and went on board, and to bed, 1

She lay there all night, and started as soon as it was day. The moming was
ushered in by a violent thunderstorm, and was very wet, but gradually improved
and brightened up. Going on deck after breakfast, I was amazed to see floating
down with the stream, a most gigantic raft, with some thirty or forty wooden
houses upon it, and at least as many flag-masts, so that it looked like a nautical
street. I saw many of these rafts afterwards, but never one so large. All the
timber, or ¢ lumber,” as it is called in America, which is brought down the St
Lawrence, is floated down in this manner. When the raft reaches its place of
destination, it is broken up ; the materials are sold ; and the boatmen retumn for
more.

At eight we landed again, and travelled by a stage-coach for four hours through
a pleasant and well-cultivated country, perfectly French in every respect: in the
appearance of the cottages; the air, langnage, and dress of the peasantry ; the
sign-beards on the shops and taverns: and the Virgin’s shrines, and crosses, by
the wayside. Nearly every common labourer and boy, though he had no shoes to
his feet, wore round his waist a sash of some bright colour: generally red: and
the women, who were working in the fields and gardens, and doing all kinds of
husbandry, wore, one and all, great flat straw hats with most capacious brims.
There were Catholic Priests and Sisters of Charity in the wvillage streets; and
images of the Saviour at the corners of cross-roads, and in other public places.

At noon we went on board another steam-boat, and reached the village of
Lachinie, nine miles from Montreal, by three o’clock, There, we left the river,
and went on by land. :

Montreal is pleasantly situated on the margin of the St. Lawrence, and is
backed by some bold heights, about which there are charming rides and drives.
The streets are generally narrow and irregular, as in most French towns of any
age; but in the more modern parts of the cily, they are wide and airy. They
display a great variety of very good shops ; and both in the town and suburbs there
are many excellent private dwellings. The granite quays are remarkable for their
beguty, solidity, and extent.

There is a very large Catholic cathedral here, recently erected ; with two tall
spires, of which one is yet unfinished. In the open space in front of this edifice,
stands a solitary, grim-looking, square brick tower, which has a quaint and
remarkable appearance, and which the wiseacres of the place have consequently
determined to pull down immediately. The Government House is very supetior
to that at Kingston, and the town is full of life and bustle. In one of the
suburbs is a plank road--not footpath—five or six miles long, and a famous road
itistoo. All the rides in the vicinity were made doubly interesting by the burst-
ing out of spring, which is here so rapid, that it is buf a day’s leap from barren
winter, to the blooming youth of summer.

The steam-boats to Quebec, perform the journey in the night; that is to say,
they leave Montreal at six in the evening, and arrive at Quebee at six next mom-
ing. We made this excursion during our stay in Montreal (which exceeded a
fortnight), and were charmed by its interest and heauty,

The impression made upon the visitor by this Gibraltar of America ; its giddy
heights; its citadel suspended, as it were, in the air; its picturesque steep streets
and frowning gateways; and the splendid views which burst upon the eye at
every turn : is at once unique and lasting.

It is a place not to be forgotten or mixed up in the mind with other places, or
altered for a moment in the crowd of scenes a traveller can recall, Apart from
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the realities of this most picturesque city, there are associations clustering about it
which would make a desert rich in interest. The dangerous precipice along whose
rocky front, Wolfe and his brave companions climbed to glory; the Plains of
Abraham, where he received his mortal wound; th\e l'o.rtress 50 chwa}rously
defended by Montcalm ; and his soldier’s grave, dug for him while yet alive, by
the bursting of a shell ; are not the least among them, or among the gallant inci-
dents of history. That is a noble Monument too, and worthy of two great nations,
which perpetuates the memory of both brave generals, and on which their names
are jointly written. - . ) -

The city is rich in public institutions apd in Catholic ‘churches and charities,
but it is mainly in the prospect from the site of the Old Government House, and
from the Citadel, that its surpassing beauty lies. The exquisite expanse of
country, rich in field and forest, mountain-height and water, which lies stretched
out before the view, with miles of Canadian villages, glancing in long white
streals, like veins along the landscape ; the motley crowd of gables, roofs, and
chimney tops in the old hilly town immediately at hand; the beautiful St.
Lawrence sparkling and flashing in the sunlight; and the tiny ships below the
rock from which you gaze, whose distant rigging looks like spiders’ webs against
the light, while casks and barrels on their decks dwindle into toys, and busy
mariners become so many puppets; all this, framed by a sunken window in the
fortress and looked at from the shadowed room within, forms one of the brightest
and most enchanting pictures that the eye can rest upon. .

In the spring of the year, vast numbers of emigrants who have newly arived
from England or from Ireland, pass between Quebec and Montreal on their way
to the backwoods and new settlements of Canada. If it be an entertaining
lounge (as I very often found it) to take a morning stroll upon the quay at
Montreal, and see them grouped in hundreds on the public wharfs about their
chests and boxes, it is matter of decp interest to be their fellow-passenger on
one of these steam-boats, and mingling with the concourse, see and hear them
unobserved.

The vessel in which we returned from Quebec to Montreal was crowded with
them, and at night they spread their beds between decks (those who had beds, at
least), and slept so close and thick about our cabin door, that the passage to and
fro was quite blocked up. They were nearly all Erglish; from Gloucestershire
the greater part; and had had a long winter-passage out; but it was wonderful
to see how clean the children had been kept, and how untiring in their love and
self-denial all the poor parents were. ]

Cant as we may, and as we shall to the end of all things, it is very much harder
for the poor to be virtuous than it is for the richs and the good that is in them,
shines the brighter for it. In many a noble mansion lives a man, the best of
husbands and of fathers, whose private worth in both capacities is justly lauded
to the skies. But bring him here, upon this crowded deck. Strip from his fair
young wife her silken dress and jewels, unbind her braided hair, stamp early
, wrinkles on her brow, pinch her pale cheek with care and much privation, array

her faded form in coarsely patched attire, let there be nothing but his love to set’

her forth or deck her out, and you shall put it to the proofindeed. Sochange hi§
station in the world, that he shall see in those young things who climb about his
knee : not records of his wealth and name: but little wrestlers with him for his
daily bread; so many poachers on his scanty meal ; so many units to divide his
every sum of comfort, and farther to reduce its small amount. In lien of the
endearments of childhood in its sweetest aspect, heap upon him all its pains and
wants, its sicknesses and ills, its fretfulness, caprice, and quernlous endurance
let its prattle be, not of engaging infant fancies, but of cold, and thirst, and
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himger ! and if his fatherly affection outlive all this, and he be patient, watchful,
tender ; careful of his children’s lives, and mindfal always of their joys and sorrows;
then send him back to Parliament, and Pulpit, and to Quarter Sessions, and when
he hears fine talk of the depravity of those who live from hand to mouth, and
labour hard to do it, let him speal up, as one who knows, and tell those holders
forth that they, by parallel with such a class, should be High Angels in their daily
lives, and lay but humble siege to Heaven at last,

Which of us shall say what he would be, if such realities, with small relief ot
change all through his days, were his ! Looking round upen these peaple : far
from home, houseless, indigent, wandering, weary with travel und hard living :
and seeing how patiently they nursed and tended their young children ;: how they
consulted ever their wants first, then half supplied their own ; what gentle ministers
of hope and faith the women were; how the men profited by their example; and
how very, very seldom even a moment's petulance or harsh complaint broke out
among them : T felt a stronger love and honour of my kind come glowing on my

“ heart, and wished to God there had been many Atheists in the better part of

human nature there, to read this simple lesson in the book of Life.

We left Montreal for New York again, on the thirtieth of May ; crossing to
La Prairie, on the opposite shore of the St. Lawrence, in a steam-boat ; we then
took the railroad to St. John’s, which is on the brink of Lake Champlain. Our
last greeting in Canada was from the English officers in the pleasant barracks at
that place (a class of gentlemen who had made every hour of our visit memorable
by their hospitality and friendship) ; and with ¢ Rule Britannia sounding in our
ears, soon left it far behind.

But Canada has held, and always will retain, a foremost place in my remembrance.
Few Englishmen are prepared t6 find it what it is. Advancing quietly; old diffe-
rences seitling down, and being fast forgotten; public fecling and private enter-
prise alike in a sound and wholesome state ; nothing of flush or fever in its
system, but health and vigour throbbing in its steady pulse : it is full of hope and
promise. To me—who had been accustomed to think of it as something left
behind in the strides of advancing society, as something neglected and forgotten,
slumbering and wasting in its sleep—the demand for labour and the rates of wages;
the busy quays of Montreal; the vessels taking in their cargoes, and discharging
them; the amount of shipping in the different ports; the commerce, roads, and
public works, all made #o Zast; the respectability and character of the public
Journals; and the amount of rational comfort and happiness which honest industry
May eam : were very great surprises. The steam-boats on the lakes, in their con-
veniences, cleanliness, and safety ; in the gentlemanly character and bearing of
their captains; and in the politeness and perfect comfort of their social regula-
tions; are unsurpassed even by the famous Scotch vessels, deservedly so much
esteemed at home, The inns are usually bad'; because the custom of boarding at
hotels is not o general here as in the States, and the British officers, who form
a lar_ge portion of the society of every town, live chiefly at the regimental messes ¢

AL in every other respect, the traveller in Canada will find as good provision for
his comfort as in any place I know. eSS

There is one American boat—the Vessel which cairied us on Lake Champlain,
from St. John’s to Whitehall—which I praise very highly, but no more than it
deserves, when I say that it is superior even to”that in which we went from
Queenston to Toronto, or to that in which we travelled from the latter place to

gston, or I have no doubt I may add to any other in the world, This steam-
boat, which is called the Burlington, is a perfectly exquisite achievement of neat-
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ness; elegance, and order.. The decks are drawing-rooms ; the cabing are boudoirs,
choicely furnished and adomed with prints, pictures, and musical instruments ;
every nook and corner in the vessel is a perfect curiosity of graceful comfort and
beautiful contrivance. Captain Sherman, her commander, to whose ingenuity and
excellent taste these results are solely attributable, has bravely and worthily dis-
tinguished himself on more than one trying occasion: not least among them, in
having the moral courage to carry British troops, at a time (during the Canadian
rebellion) when no other conveyance was open to them. He and his vessel are
held in universal respect, both by his own countrymen and ours; and no man
ever enjoyed the popular esteem, who, in his sphere of action, won and wore it
better than this gentleman. 3

By means of this floating palace we were soon in the United States again, and
called that evening at Burlington ; a pretty town, where we lay an hour or so.
We reached Whitehall, where we were to disembark, at six next morning ; and
might have done so earlier, but that these steam-boats lie by for some hours in the
night, in consequence of the lake becoming very narrow at that part of the journey,
and difficult of navigation in the dark. Its width is so contracted at one point,
indeed, that they are obliged to warp round by means of a rope.

After breakfasting at Whitchall, we took the stage-coach for Albany: a large
and busy town, where we arrived between five and six o’clock that afternoon ;
after a very hot day's journey, for we were now in the height of summer again.
At seven we started for New York on board a great North River steam-boat,
which was so crowded with passengers that the upper deck was like the box lobby
of a theatre between the pieces, and the lower one like Tottenham Court Road
on a Saturday night. But we slept soundly, notwithstanding, and soon after five
o’clock next morning reached New Yorlk,

Tarrying here, only that day and night, to recruit after our late fatigues, we
started off once more upon our last journey in America. 'We had yet five days
to spare before embarking for England, and I had a great desire to see ‘“the
Shaker Village,” which is peopled by a religious sect from whom it takes its name,

To this end, we went up the North River again, as far as the town of Hudson,
and there hired an extra to carry us to Lebanon, thirty miles distant : and of course
another and a different Lebanon from that village where I slept on the night of
the Prairie trip.

The country through which the road meandered, was rich and beautiful ; the
weather very fine; and for many miles the Kaatskill mountains, where Rip Van
‘Winkle and the ghastly Dutchmen played at ninepins one memorable gusty after-
noon, towered in the blue distance, like stately clouds. At one point, as we
ascended a steep hill, athwart whose base a 1ailroad, yet constructing, took its
course, wecame upon an Irish colony -With means at hand of building decent
cabins, it was wonderful to see how clumsy, rough, and wretched, its hovels were.
The best were poor protection from the weather; the worst let in the wind and
rain through wide breaches in the roofs of sodden grass, and in the walls of mud ;
some had neither door nor window ; some had nearly fallen down, and were im-
petfectly propped up by stakes and poles ; all were ruinous and filthy. Hideously
ugly old women and very buxom young ones, pigs, dogs, men, children, babies,
pots, kettles, dunghills, vile refuse, rank straw, and standing water, all wallowing
together in an inseparable heap, composed the furniture of every dark and dirty hut.

Between nine and ‘ten o’clock at night, we arrived at Lebanon : which 1s re-
nowned. for its warm baths, and for a great hotel, well adapted, I have no doubt,
to the gregarious taste of those seekers after health or pleasure who repair here,
but inexpressibly comfortless to me. We were shown into an immense apartment,
lighted by two dim candles, called the drawing-room : from which there was a
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descent by a flight of steps, to another vast desert, called the dining-reom : our
bed chambers were among certain long rows of little white-washed cells, which
opened from either side of a dreary passage; and were so like rooms in a prison
tha_t I half expected to be locked up when I went to bed, and listened involun-
tarily for the turning of the key on the outside, There need be baths somewhere
in the neighbourhood, for the other washing arrangements were on as limited a
scale as T ever saw, even in America : indeed, these bed-rooms were so very bare
of even such common luxuries as chairs, that I should say they were not provided
with enough of anything, but that I bethink myself of our having been most
bountifully bitten all night, ;i

The house is very pleasantly situated, However, and we had a good breakfast.
'g;at d((l)ntel-j, we Wﬁlt‘jt to }Y’islit our place of destination, which was some two miles

5 AN e way fo which was soon indicated by a finger-pos 7
painted, ¢ To th)e Shaker Village.” : el

As we rode along, we passed a party of Shakers, who were at work upon the

roq;d; whe wore the broadest of all broad-brimmed hats ; and were in all visible
respects such very wooden men, that I felt about as much sympathy for them, and
as much interest in them, as if they had been so many figure-heads of ships,
Presemiy we came to the beginning of the village, and alighting at the door of a
house where the Shaker manufactures are sold, and which is the head-quarters of
the elders, requested permission to see the Shaker worship.
. Pending the conveyance of this request to some person in authority, we walked
into a grim room, whete several grim hats were hanging on grim ﬁegs, and the
time was grimly told by a grim clock, which uttered every tick with a kind of
struggle, as if if broke the grim silence reluctantly, and under protest. Ranged
against the wall were six or eight stiff high-backed chairs, and they partook so
strongly of the general grimness, that one would much rather have sat on the floor
than incurred the smallest obligation to any of them.

Eresently, there stalked into this apartment, a grim old Shaker, with eyes as
hard, and dull, and cold, as the great round metal buttons on his coat and waist=
coat; asort of calm goblin. Being informed of our desire, he produced a news=
paper wherein the body of elders, whereof he was a member, had advertised but
2 few days Dbefore, that in consequence of certain unseemly interruptions which
their worship had received from strangers, their chapel was closed to the public
or the space of one year.

nothing was to be urged in opposition to this reasonable arrangement, we
recju?sted leave to make some trifling purchases of Shaker goods; which was
lgT::m y conceded. "We accordingly repaired to a store in the same house and on
i Opposite side of the passage, where the stock was presided over by something

We N a russet case, which the elder said was a woman ; and which I Suppose was
& Woman, though I should not have suspected it, -
edg':n th§ opposite side of the road was their place of worship: a cool, clean
T s:e koood, with large windows and green blinds : like a spacious summer-
ik s s there was no getting Jnto this place, and nothing was to be done but

up and down, and look at it and the other buildings in the village (which
were chleﬁy of wood, painted a dark red like English bams, and composed of
many stories like English factories), I have nothing to communicate to the reader,
yond the scanty results I gleaned the while our purchases were making. &
consietse people are called Shakers from their peculiar form of adoration, which
t ems SE of a dance, performed by the men and women of all ages, who arrange
p ths? v’:s for that purpose in opposite parties : the men first divesting themselves
= SIF hats and coats, which they gravely hang against the wall before they
%0 ; and tving a ribbon round their shirt-slecves, as though they were going to




