CHAPTER 1,
GOING AWAY,

T SHALL never forget the one-fourth serious and three-fourths comical astonishe
ment, with which, on the morning of the third of January eighteen-hundred-and-
forty-two, I opened the door of, and put my head into, a *¢ state-room ** on board
the Britannia steam-packet, twelve hundred tons burthen per register, bound for
Halifax and Boston, and carrying Her Majesty’s mails.

That this state-room had been specially engaged for  Charles Dickens, Esquire,

and Lady,” was rendered sufficiently clear even to my scared intellect by a very
small manuseript, announcing the fact, which was pinned on a very flat quilt,
covering a very thin mattress, spread like a surgical plaster on a most inaccessible
shelfl. But that this was the state-room concerning which Charles Dickens,
Esquire, and Lady, had held daily and nightly conferences for at least four months
preceding : that this could by any possibility be that small snug chiamber of the

Imagination, which Charles Dickens, Esquire, with the spirit of prophecy strong
apon him, had always foretold would contain at least one little sofa, and which his
lady, with a modest yet most magnificent sense of its limited dimensions, had from
the first opined would not hold more than two enormous portmanteaus in some
odd corner out of sight (portmanteaus which could now no more be got in at the
door, not to say stowed away, than a_giraffe could be persuaded or forced into a
flower-pot) : that this utterly impracticable, thoroughly hopeless, and profoundly
Preposterous box, had the remotest reference to, or connection with, those chaste
and pretty, not to say gorgeous little bowers, sketched by a masterly hand, in the
highly varnished lithographic plan hanging up in the agent’s counting-house in
the city of London: that this room of state, in short, counid be anything but a
pleasant fiction and cheerful jest of the captain’s, invented and put in practice for
the better relish and enjoyment of the real state-room presently to be disclosed ;—
these were truths which I really could not, for the moment, bring my mind at all
to bear upon or comprehend. And T sat down upon a kind of forsehair slab, or
pverch, of which there were two within; and. looked, without anv expression of
countenance whatever, at some friends who had come on board with us, and who
Were crushing their faces into all manner of shapes by endeavouring to squeeze
them through the small doorway. ; -

We had experienced a pretty smart shock before coming below, which, but that
We were the most sanguine people living, might have prepared us for the worst.
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The imaginative artist to whom I have already made allusion, has depicted in the
same great work, a chamber of almost interminable perspective, fumished, as Mr.
Robins would say, in a style of more than Eastern splendour, and filled (but not
inconveniently so) with groups of ladies and gentlemen, in the very highest state
of enjoyment and vivacity. Before descending into the bowels of the ship, we had
passed from the deck into a long narrow apartment, not unlike a gigantic hearse
with windows in the sides ; having at the upper end a melancholy stove, at which
three or four chilly stewards were warming their hands; while on either side, ex-
tending down its whole dreary length, was a long, long table, over each of whicha
rack, fixed to the low roof, and stuck full of drinking-glasses and cruet-stands,
hinted dismally at rolling seas and heavy weather. I had not at that time seen
the ideal presentment of this chamber which has gince gratified me so much, but
T observed that one of our friends who had made the arrangements for our voyage,
turned pale on entering, retreated on the friend behind him, smote his forehead
involuntarily, and said below his breath, “ Impossible! it cannot bel” or words
to that effect. He recovered himself however by a great effort, and after a pre-
paratory cough or two, cried, with a ghastly smile which is still before me, looking
at the same time round the walls, * Ha! the breakfast-room, steward—eh ?"? We
all foresaw what the answer must be: we knew the agony he suffered. He had
often spoken of #&e safoon ; had taken in and lived upon the pictorial idea ; had
usually given us to understand, at home, that to form a just conception of it, it
would be necessary to multiply the size aad furniture of an ordinary drawing-room
by seven, and then fall short of the reality. When the man in reply avowed the
truth ; the blunt, remorseless, naked truth ; * This is the saloon, sir "—he actually
reeled beneath the blow. :

In persons who were so soon to part, and interpose between their else daily
communication the formidable barrier of many thousand miles of stormy space,
and who were for that reason anxious to cast no other cloud, not even the passing
shadow of a moment’s disappointment or discomfiture, upon the short interval of
happy companionship that yet remained to them—in persons so sitvated, the
natural transition from these first surprises was obviously into peals of hearty
laughter, and I can report that I, for one, being still seated upon the slab or perch
before-mentioned, roared outright until the vessel rang again. Thus, in less than
two minutes after coming upon it for the first time, we all by common consent
agreed that this state-room was the pleasantest and most facetious and capital
contrivance possible ; and that to have had it one inch larger, would have been
quite a disagreeable and deplorable state of things. And with this; and with
showing how,—by very nearly closing the door, and twining in and out like
serpents, and by counting the little washing slab as standing-room,—we could
manage to insinuate four people into it, all at one time ; and entreating each other
to observe how very airy it was (in dock), and how there was a beautiful port-hole
which could be kept open all day (weather permitting), and how there was quite a
large bull’s-eye just over the looking-glass which would render shaving a perfectly
easy and delightful process (when the ship didn’t roll too much); we arrived, at
last, at the unanimous conclusion that it was rather spacious than otherwise:
though I do verily believe that, deducting the two berths, one above the other,
than which nothing smaller for sleeping in was ever made except coffins, it was
no bigger than one of those hackney cabriolets which have the door behind, and
shoot their fares out, like sacks of coals, upon the pavement.

Having settled this point to the perfect satisfaction of all parties, concerned and
unconcerned, we sat down round the fire in the ladies’ cabin—just to try the effect.
It was rather dark, certainly ; but somebody said, * of course it would be light, at
sea,” a proposition to which we all assented; echoing *““of course, of course;"”
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though it would be exceedingly difficult to say why we thought so. I remember,
too, when we had discovered and exhausted another topic of consolation in the
circumstance of this ladies’ cabin adjoining our state-room, and the consequently
immense feasibility of sitting there at all times and seasons, and had fallen into a
momentary silence, leaning our faces on our hands and looking at the fire, one of
our party said, with the solemn air of a man who had made a discovery, * What
a relish mulled claret will have down here !” which appeared to strike us all most
forcibly ; as though there were something spicy and high-flavoured in cabins,
which essentially improved that compesition, and rendered it quite incapable of
perfection anywhere else.

There was a stewardess, too, actively engaged in producing clean sheets and
tablecloths from the very entrails of the sofas, and from unexpected lockers, of
guch artful mechanism, that it made one’s head ache to see them opened one after
another, and rendered it quite a distracting circumstance to follow her proceed-
ings, and to find that every nook and corner and individual piece of furniture was
something else besides what it pretended to be, and was a mere trap and
deception and place of secret stowage, whose ostensible purpose was its least use-
ful one.

God bless that stewardess for her piously fraudulent account of January voyages |
God bless her for her clear recollection of the companion passage of last year,
when nobody was ill, and everybody dancing from morning to night, and it was
“a mun " of twelve days, and a piece of the purest frolic, and delight, and jollity !
All happiness be with her for her bright face and her pleasant Scotch tongue,
which had sounds of old Home in it for my fellow traveller ; and for her predic-
tions of fair winds and fine weather (all wrong, or I shouldn’t be half so fond of
her); and for the ten thousand small fragments of genuine womanly tact, by
which, without piecing them elaborately together, and patching them up into
shape and form and case and pointed application, she nevertheless did plainly
show that all young mothers on one side of the Atlantic were near and close at
hand to their little children left upon the other; and that what seemed to the
uninitiated a serious journey, was, to those who were in the secret, a mere frolic,
to be sung about and whistled at! Light be her heart, and gay her memry eyes,
for years !

The state-room had grown pretty fast; but by this time it had expanded into
something quite bulky, and almost boasted a bay-window to view the sea from.
So we went upon deck again in high spirits; and there, everything was in such a
state of bustle and active preparation, that the blood quickened its pace, and
whirled through one’s veins on that clear frosty moming with involuntary mirth-
fulness. For every gallant ship was riding slowly up and down, and every little
boat was splashing noisily in the water; and knots of people stood upon the
wharf, gazing with a kind of ¢ dread delight ” on the far-famed fast American
steamer; and one party of men were *“taking in the milk,” or, in other words,
getting the cow on board ; and another were filling the icehouses to the very
throat with fresh provisions ; with butchers™-meat and gardenstuff, pale sucking-
pigs, calves’ heads in scores, beef, veal, and pork, and poultry out of all propor-
tion; and others were coiling ropes and busy with cakum yams ; and others were
lewering heavy packages into the hold; and the purser's head was barely visible
as it loomed in a state of exquisite perplexity from the midst of a vast pile of
passengers’ luggage; and there seemed to be nothing going on anywhere, or
uppermost in the mind of anybody, but preparations for this mighty voyage. This,
with the bright cold sun, the bracing air, the crisply-curling water, the thin white
crust of morning ice upon the decks which crackled with a sharp and cheerful
sound beneath the lightest tread, was irresistible, And when, again upon the




4 American Notes,

shore, we turned and saw from the vessel's mast her name signalled in flags of
joyous colours, and fluttering by their side the beautiful American banner with its
stars and stripes,—the long three thousand miles and more, and, longer still, the
six whole months of absence, so dwindled and faded, that the ship had gone out
and come home again, and it was broad spring already in the Coburg Dock at
Liverpool.

I have not inquired among my medical acquaintance, whether Turtle, and cold
Punch, with Hock, Champagne, and Claret, and all the slight et cetera usually
included in an unlimited order for a good dinner—especially when it is left to the
liberal construction of my faultless friend, Mr, Radley, of the Adelphi Hotel—are
peculiarly calculated to suffer a sea-change ; or whether a plain mutton-chop, and
a glass or two of sherry, would be less likely of conversion into foreign and dis-
concerting material, My own opinion is, that whether one is disereet or indiscreet
in these particulars, on the eve of a sea-voyage, is a matter of little consequence ;
and that, to use a common phrase, *it comes to very much the same thing in the
end.” Be this as it may, I know that the dinner of that day was undeniably per-
fect; that it comprehended all these items, and a great many more ; and that we
all did ample justice to it. And I know too, that, bating a certain tacit avoid-
ance of any allusion to to-morraw ; such as may be supposed to prevail between
delicate-minded turnkeys, and a sensitive prisoner who is to be hanged next morn-
ing ; we got on very well, and, all things considered, were merry enough.

When the moring—the morning—came, and we metat brealfast, it was curious
to see how eager we all were to prevent a moment’s pause in the conversation,
and_how astoundingly gay everybody was : the forced spirits of each member of
the little party having as much likeness to his natural mirth, as hot-house peas at
five guineas the quart, resemble in flavour the growth of the dews, and air, and rain
of Heaven, Butasone o’clock, the hour for going aboard, drew near, this volubility
dwindled away by little and little, despile the most persevering eflorts to the con-
trary, until at Jast, the matter being now quite desperate, we threw off all disguise ;
openly speculated upon where we should be this time to-morrow, this time next
day, and so forth ; and entrusted a vast number of messages to those who intended
returning to town that night, which were to be delivered at home and elsewhere
without fail, within the very shortest possible space of time after the arrival of the
railway train at Euston Square. And commissions and remembrances do so crowd
upon one at such a time, that we were still busied with this employment when we
found ourselves fused, as it were, into a dense conglomeration of passengers and
passengers’ friends and passengers’ luggage, all jumbled together on the deck of
a small steamboat, and panting and snorting off to the packet, which had worked
out of dock yesterday afternoon and was now lying at her moorings in the river.

And there she is! all eyes are turned to where she lies, dimly discernible
through the gathering fog of the early winter alternoon ; every finger is pointed in
the same direction; and murmurs of interest and admiration—as * How beautiful
she looks ! * How trim she is !”—are heard on every side. Even the lazy gentle-
man with his hat on one side and his hands in his pockets, who has dispensed so
much consolation by inquiring with a yawn of another gentleman whether he is
* going across”—as if it were a ferry—even he condescends to look that way, and
nod his head, as who should say, % No mistake about #hat-" and not even the
sage Lord Burleigh in his nod, included half so much as this lazy gentleman of
might who has made the passage (as everybody on board has found out already ;
it's impossible to say how) thirteen times without a single accident! There is
another passenger very much wrapped-up, who has been frowned down by the
rest, and morally trampled upon and crushed, for presuming to inguire with a
timid interest how long it is since the poor President went down, He is standing
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close to the lazy gentleman, and says \-.'ilh‘ a faint sm.l._lc lh}n!._h:j hl’;i]EIL.'\':IS ‘:lhcl:;r:
very strong Ship; to which the lazy gentleman, looking ,E"ft ml his lm’f\_!lfj i
eye and then very hard in the wind’s, answers un.expcc:cd'l) il]m ‘?!71}11%%? ¥i 11].1‘
She need be. Upon this the lazy gentleman instantly falls \(:ll_\. o\\t m | ‘n]l..
popular estimation, and the passengers, with looks of (_lc‘hance. }-.‘u.\}‘"ber_ :') uci}
other that he is an ass, and an impostor, and clearly don’t know anything at a
ab%‘:tl\t\.-c are made fast alongside the packet, whose huge red l'unncl_ is fnm]t:m:g
bravely, giving rich promise of serious intentions. Packing-cases, }):irti?(lTiLllll:;}‘l
carpet-bags, and boxes, are already passed from hand to ]Immi‘ an A au L:1 T
board with breathless rapidity. The officers, smartly dressed, are at the gangway
handing the passengers up the side, and hurrying the men, In five mmu.tes lln'n.;.‘
the little steamer is utterly deserted, and the packet is beset and over-un by ;_:-
late freight, who instantly pervade the whole ship, and are to be met with by t 1:3
dozen in every nock and corner : swarming down below \\'uh. their own .ba;:;r:ﬂ:.tt.
and stumbling over other people’s ; disposing themselves comfﬂrmhl.}.m- \\::mlulg
cabins, and creating a most horrible confusion by having to turn out._ag}‘unj,_ m.lu ly
bent upon opening locked doors, and on forcing a pnﬁ:ugc.]mo all !\H;S O"l(]m':](lalr;
the way places where there is no thoroughfare ; sending wild iw\;_ar' s, \‘.J.;l]it -
hair, to and fro upon the breesy decks on unintelligible crrands, impossible i
execution : and in short, creating the most extraordinary and bewildering tumu L.’
In the midst of all this, the lazy gentleman, who seems to have no iuggagc Oi—:’l.lil-)
kind—not so much as a friend, even—Ilounges up and down the lhu.f‘l"llizl}l?‘(lc(_‘\,
coolly puffinga cigar; and, as this unconcerned tl;l:!tjllour again exa L'at.nm ]n;
the opinion of those who have leisure to observe his pru‘cccdmgs'.]cxle_ijl \ITCt h
looks up at the masts, or down at the decks, or over the side, 1]];’)_ ook 't iere .cafw,
as wondering whether he sees a:]])‘thing \\'mnl;__( nn%’\!'hcre, and hoping that, in case
e S e will have the goodness to mention it, g )
hc\%j];);l!mi'lnh\'cc \l\'e here? The captain’s boat! and yonder the L;npi::m hamscilf.
Now, by all our hopes and wishes, the very man he .o_ug]ﬂ:_to be! ,.-\ P‘.‘C”-'“-m'( €,
tight-built, dapper little fellow ; with a ruddy face, which is a ]v.tlm' 0 mu_t.\;mn
to shake him by both hands at once; and with a clear, hlucl.l’mncv_t ey c.Alhcll it c nlcs’
one good to see one's sparkling image in. ““Ring the I‘wli 1 «Ding, {}Lng.“t!lpg\._
the very bell is in a hurry. * Now for the shore—who's for the shore ? o II‘IL!M.?
gentlemen, I am sorry to say.” They are away, a,nd never Silld., (-]I(')’UEI bye. ]A 1
now they wave it from the little boat. * Good b'ye! Good b'ye!"” Three cheers
from them ; three more from us; three more from them : and they are gone,

To and fro, to and fro, to and fro again a hundred times! This waiting for ]lhc'
Jatest mail-bags is worse than all. If we could have gone off in the midst ()[l mi
Jast burst, we should have started t_numpham]y: but to lie here, two ho_ma and
more in the damp fog, neither staying ut home nor going abroad, \sAlet‘n'n‘g D?e-
gradually down into the very depths of dulness and low spnﬂga.‘ A speck m l]u_
mist, at last | That's something. It is the boat \\'c_\vmtlft‘)r ! That s.more’ls.) l]ltf
purpose. The captain appears on the paddle-box with his speaking tl.ump.cl 3 lllt.‘
officers take their stations ; all hands are on the alert; the flagging hopC_n‘ of the
passengers revive ; the cooks pause in their savoury work, and look out with faces
full of interest. The boat comes alongside ; the bags are dragged in anyhow, nm_l
flung down for the moment anywhere. Three cheers more : umi_:)? the 1_11-.~t.lmln:
rings upon our ears, the vessel throbs like a strong giant that has just rcqcnclt L 15
breath of life; the two great wheels tumn fiercely round for t]]lc first time ; _nnd
the noble ship, with wind and tide astern, breaks proudly through the lashe
and foaming water,




CHAPTER II,

THE PASSAGE ouw,

WE all dined together that day ; and ar

ather formidable party we were : no fewer
than eighty-six strong,

The vessel being pretty deep in the water, with all her

coals on board and so many passengers, and the weather being calm and quict,
there was but little motion ; 50 that before the dinner was half ove t, even those
passengers who were most distrustful of themselves plucked up amazingly ; and
those who in the morning had returned to the universal question, ““ Are you a
good sailor " a very decided negative, now cither parried the inquiry with the
evasive reply, ““Oh !'T suppose I'm no worse than anybody else;"” or, reckless of
all moral obligations, answered boldly * Yes:" and with some irritation too, as
though they would add, “I should like to know what you see in e, sir, partj-
cularly, to justify suspicion !

Notwithstanding this high tone of courage and confidence, T could not but
observe that very few remained long over their wine : and that everybody had an
unusual love of the open air ; and that the favourite and most coveted seats were
invariably those nearest to the door. The Lea-table, too, was by no means as well
attended as the dinner-table: and there was Jess whist-playing than might have
been expected.  Still, with the exception of one lady, who had retired with some
precipitation at dinner-time, immediately after being assisted to the finest cut of a
very yellow boiled leg of mutton with very green capers, there were no invalids as
yet ; and walking, and smoking, and drinking of brandy-and-water (but always
m the open air), went on with unabated spirit, until eleven o'clock or there-
abeuts, when * tumning in"—no sailor of seven hours' experience talks of going to
bed—became the order of the night. The perpetual tramp of boot-heels on the
decks pave place to a heavy silence, and the whole human freight was stowed away
below, excepting a very few stragglers, like mysell, who were probably, like me,
afraid to go there, .

To one unaccustomed to such scenes, this is a very strilking time on shipboard,
Afterwards, and when its novelty had long worn of, it never ceased to have a
peculiar interest and charm for me. The gloom through which the great black
mass holds its direct and certain course ; the rushing water, plainly heard, but
dimly seen ; the broad, white, glistening track, that follows in the vessel’s wake ;
the men on the look-ont forward, who would be scarcely visible against the dark
sky, but for their blotting out some score of glistening stars; the helmsman at the
wheel, with the illuminated card before him, shining, a speck of light amidst the
darkness, like something sentient and of Divine intelligence ; the melancholy
sighing of the wind through block, and rope, and chain; the gleaming forth of
light from every crevice, nook, and tiny piece of glass about the decks, as though
the ship were filled with fire in hiding, ready to burst through any outlet, wild
with its resistless power of deathand ruin, At first, too, and even when the hour,
and all the objects it exalts, have come to be familiar, it is difficult, alone and
thoughtful, to hold them to their proper shapes and forms, They change with

the wandering fancy ; assume the semblance of things left far away ; put on the
well-remembered aspect of favourite places dearly loved ; and even people them
with shadows. Streets, houses, rooms ; figures so like their usyal occupants, that
they have startled me by their reality, which far exceeded, as it seemed to me, all
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7 and 7 a time, at such an
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through the scuppers ; with, every now and then, the striking of a heavy sea upon
the planks above, with the deep, dead, heavy sound of thunder heard within a
vault ;—and there is the head-wind of that January moming,

1 say nothing of what may be called the domestic noises of the ship : such as
the breaking of glass and crockery, the tumbling down of stewards, the gambols,
overhead, of loose casks and truant dozens of bottled porter, and the very remark-
able and far from exhilarating sounds raised in their various state-rooms by the
seventy passengers who were too ill to get up to breakfast. I say nothing of
them : for although I lay listening to this concert for three or four days, I don't
think I heard it for more than a quarter of a minute, at the expiration of which
term, I lay down again, excessively sea-sick,

Not sea-sick, be it understood, in the ordinary acceptation of the term : I wish
I had been: but in a form which I have never seen or heard described, though
Ihave no doubt it is very common. I lay there, all the day long, quite coolly
and contentedly ; with no sense of weariness, with no desire to get up, or get
better, or take the air; with no curiosity, or care, or regret, of any sort or degree,
saving that I think I can remember, in this umversal indifference, having a kind
of lazy joy—of fiendish delight, if anything so lethargic can be dignified with the
title—in the fact of my wife being too ill to talk to me, If I may be allowed to
illustrate my state of mind by such an example, I should say that I was exactly
in the condition of the elder Mr. Willet, after the incursion of the rioters into his
bar at Chigwell, Nothing would have surprised me. If, in the momentary
illumination of any ray of mtelligence that may have come upon me in the way
of thoughts of Home, a goblin postman, with a scarlet coat and bell, had come
into that little kennel before me, broad awake in broad day, and, a
being damp fhrough walking in the sea, had handed me a letter directed to myself]
in familiar characters, T am certain I should not have felt one atom of astonish-
ment : I should have been perfectly satisfied, If Neptune himself had walked
in, with a toasted shark on his trident, I should have looked upon the event
of the very commonest everyday occurrences,

pologising for

as one

Once—once—I found myself on deck. ] don’t know how I got there, or what
rossc—sm.l me to go there, but there I was: and completely dressed too, with a
MEE _pea-coat on, and a pair of boots such as no weak man in his senses could
ever have got into. I found myself standing, when a gleam of consciousness
came upon me, holding on to something, I don’t know what. I think it was the
oatswain : or it may have been the pump : or possibly the cow. I can’t say how
long Thad been there; whether a day or a minute. ‘T recollect trying to think
about something (about anything in the whole wide woild, T was not particular)
without the smallest effect. I could not even make out which was the sea, and
which the sky, for the horizon seemed drunk, and was flying wildly about in all
directions. Even in that incapable state, however, I recognised the lazy gentle-
man standing before me : nautically clad in a suit of shaggy blue, with an oilskin
hat. But I'was too imbecile, although I knew it to be he. to separate him from
his dress; and tried to call him, I remember, Filvf.  After another interval of
total unconsciousness, T found he had gone, and recognised another figure in its
Place. It seemed to wave and fluctuate before me as though I saw it reflected in
an unsteady looking-g i but I knew it for the captain; and such was the cheer-
ful influence of h , that I tried to smile ; yes, even then I tried to smile. I
saw by his gestures that ke addressed me ; but it was a long time before 1 could
make out that he remonstrated against my standing up to my knees in water—as
I was ; 1 I tried to thank him, but couldn’t, I could
only point to my boots—or 1 supposed my boots to be—and sav in a
plattive voice, * Cork soles :* ie same time endeavouring, I am told, to sit

Shup rolling rathsr, )

down in the pool. I'imlin;:l tl;al I was quite insensible, and for the time 2 aniac.
anely ed me below.
he’li']i;t]r]:l;c:zrgiﬂ;lcléc;nlil I got better : suffering, whenever I was _r?cz‘m_nlucn;i‘e.(l‘t]r:
eat anything, an amount of anguish only second to thm-\\'huh 1:,]_;‘31\ (t;) C,L’:‘:l_
dured by the apparently :lru\\‘nui,wml the process of restoration to li L-‘l : _n)mgi, o
tleman ‘on board had “a letter of _introduction to me from ﬂ_]'l;}ll'tl:jl r15 L
London. He sent it below with his card, on the moming u!'l th‘c l ea .[“~”l] > llrud
I was long troubled with the idea that he might be up, and \\‘cl , .‘1.:;: ].1' m‘r:ic e
times a day expecting me to call upon him in the saloon, I_ fll].‘lsl]]}(.(. 1 1;:11 L: o
those cast-iron images—I will not call them mc-n_vwlm 1-.1\, }\111_ 1lr_u_ 'td't:‘x-’~‘rc.
lusty voices, what sea-sickness means, :ll'ld whether it YC:].]I_\‘],\, ]ﬂ? ]]-mi 1«1 13_.7]1:}:](:}'
sented to be, This was very lor]lunlr‘i;l: ‘m(iced ] :llljsll ‘}};1?:1[[]:;;?({ j};:;r(ht- sf]i})'s
) atification and gratitude of heart, as I did whe e am tha Sy
g;:";‘:()crllflir;l“]?g h.lul been Ebl:'gc:l to put a large mustard poultice hn,ﬁ?-“b.\?? gen-
tleman’s stomach. I date my recovery from the receipt of that inte -leinc;'\\'ind
It was materially assisted though, I have no doubt, by a -hca‘).gdltu Or.d e
which came slowly up at sunset, when we were about ten :ln_\l.‘- ;Jut,‘.un] 10.:1;.,0‘l i
gradually increasing fury until morning, saving that it lullec VLI)I' rmI 1“ rl;r 08
before midnight. There was something in ﬂm'mmﬂmmz"rCPOTI 0 .t 1:5 dw T, ;lm
in the after gathering of the s'.orm‘l 50 llnconf_c?'ably awful and tremendous, ths
i sting into full violence was almost a relief. e b
:lS%J}?:]lillhiulﬁng of the ship in the troubled sea on {this night I s'lm]]l \nc; (.»qu]_fg:i.
get. ““Will it ever be worse than this ?”” was a question I 11:&(% uftu} p ‘l]t:fll‘;. : i %
when everything was sliding and bumping about, and when _xtrccri.u‘lj. i(' 1{( .-It)id
difficult to comprehend the possibility of anything afloat bem_g- more f( is u[:]mﬁ
without toppling over and going down. But what the agu_apc;x_] r(: :1] stes S
vessel is, on a bad winter's night in the wild Atlantic, it is impossible or. tl e m;i. ;
vivid imagination to conceive. To say that she is flung down on 'Iu‘-r. sic IL fnml]]t
waves, with her masts dipping into them, and that, springing up .lg.u{n: «lu. o
over on the other side, until a heavy sea strikes her with the P.Ui.\.cl of a ‘n.-}m fLri
great guns, and hwrls her back—that she stops, and staggers, and fhl]\ ers, as t 1::1}{;,.11_
stunned, and then, with a violent throbbing at her heart, darts onward hl\(_i ?f”’:}]‘; e
goaded into madness, to be beaten down, aml. lmltcred: and Cm%}{cld' anc ]]k:m({‘( . czn
by the angry sea—that thunder, lightning, hail, and rain, and \\111¢ , a.rc_-ln_ .m.l l‘L‘I,I‘L
contention for the mastery—that every plank !_1;15 its groan, every nai Ina [ nuT\,
and every drop of water in the great ocean its ho\f'hng voice—is nol_mlg.l ) :)
say that all is grand, and all appalling and horrible in the last c?u‘g[}c?, 35 uﬁ:t 111‘111\1i
Words cannot express it. Thou g}}lts cannot convey it. Only a dream can ¢
i gain, in all its fury, rage, and passion. . ; ¢ et
; UAP“?J&}E: in the very fnid.s:L of lhc;e]c terrors, I was placed in a 5!turftm?l so (\I
quisitely ridiculous, that even then I had as strong a sense of its absurdity as l
have now, and could no more help laughing than I can at any _m‘hf:r'n:x.arm‘r\.%l
incident, happening under uix-cunwmncgs 1|!|.* most l'm'unlr;ll)lc h)hns} f“-J;;)T‘]P:‘l.I:u.
About midnight we shipped a sea, which forced its way lhmflg_ the ]h .}]_*.-.]_' s,
burst open the doors above, and came raging and roaring dow PI‘ 11131!1 ]l 1;- a ‘I}L\
cabin, to the unspeakable consternation of my wife and a .llll]evhc.otf . a ‘\i;‘ [)z:,
by the way, had previously sent a message to the captain by tl.‘iC-:lL.\\:lrtjEiﬁ. g IL
questing him, with her compliments, to have a steel c_nmlucllur ]n'nmn.]( ia lt.}
attached to the top of every mast, and to the chimney, in order lmtll ie § zllp
might not be struck by lightning. They and the handmaid !lv_eforti-mtmllom[nll,
being in such ecstasies of fear that T scar_cely knew what to do \\_ll}]’l‘ L-uer?, :1}1 .”
rally bethought myself of some restorative or comfortable (‘Ol’l.llﬂ ; ill]l no ‘nln;
better occurring to me, at the moment, than hot brandy-and-water, I procurec
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tumbler full without delay, It being impossible to stand or sit without holding
on, they were all heaped together in one corner of a long sofa—a fixture extend.
ing entirely across the cabin—where they clung to each other in momentary ex-
pectation of being drowned. When [ approached this place with my specific,
and was about to administer it with many consolatory expressions to the nearest
sufferer, what was my dismay to see them all roll slowly down to the other end !
And when I staggered to that end, and held out the glass once more, how im-
mensely baffled were my good intentions by the ship giving another lurch, and
their all rolling back again! I suppose I dodged them up and down this sofa
for at least a quarter of an hour, without reaching them once; and by the time I
did catch them, the brandy-and-water was diminished, by constant spilling, to a
teaspoonful. To complete the group, it is necessary to recognise in this discon-
certed dodger, an individual very pale from sea-sickness, who had shaved his
beard and brushed his hair, last, at Liverpool : and whose only article of dress
(linen not included) were a pair of (|n:.‘.'.ll‘!u'.l;;hl frousers ; a blue jacket, formerly
admired upon the Thames at Richmond ;

Of 'the outrageous antics performed b g;
bed a practical joke, and getting up, by any process short of falling out, an im-
possibility ; I say nothing. But anything like the utter dreariness and desolation
that met my eyes when [, literally * tumbled up* on deck at noon, I never saw.
Ocean and sky were all of one dull, heavy, uniform, lead colour, There Was no
extent of prospect even over the dreary waste that lay around us, for the sea ran
high, and the horizon encompassed us like a large black hoop. Viewed from the
air, or some tall bluff on shore, it would have been imposing and stupendous, no
doubt; but seen from the wet and rolling decks, it only impressed one giddily and

painfully. In the gale of last night the life-boat had been crushed by one blow
of the sea like a walnut-shell; and there it hung dangling in the air : a mere fag-
got of crazy boards. The planking of the paddle-boxes had been torn sheer away.,
The wheels were exposed and bare; and they whirled and dashed their spray
about the decks at random. Chimney, white with crusted salt ; topmasts struck ;
stormsails set ; rigging all knotted, tangled, wet, and rdrooping : a gloomier pic-
tare it would be hard to look upon,

[ was now comfortably established by courtesy in the ladies’ cabin, where, be-
sides ourselves, there were only four other passengers. First, the little Scotch
lady before mentioned, on her way to join her husband at New York, who had
settled there three years before, Secondly and thirdly, an honest young York-
shireman, connected with some American house ; domiciled in that same city, and
earrying thither his beautiful young wife to whom he had been married but a
fortnight, and who was the fairest specimen of a comely English country girl I
have ever seen, Fourthly, fifthly, and lastly, another couple : new ly married too,
if one might judge from the endearments they frequently interchanged : of whom
I know no more than that they were rather a mysterious, run-away kind of couple;
that the lady had great personal attractions also i and that the gentleman carried
more guns with him than Robinson Crusoe, wore a shooting-coat, and had two
great dogs on board. On further consideration. I remember that he tried hot
roast pig and bottled ale as a cure for sea-sickness : and that he took these reme-
dies (usnally in bed) day after day, with astonishing perseverance. I may add,
for the information of the curious, that they decidedly failed.

The weather continuing obstinately and almost unprecedentedly bad, we usually
straggled into this cabin, more or less faint and miserable, about an hour before
noon, and lay down on the sofas to recover ; during which interval, the captain
would look in to communicate the state of the wind, the moral certainty of its
changing to-mormrow (the weather is always going to improve to-morrow, at sea),

no stockings ; and one slipper.
y that ship next moming ; which made

Daily Life on Board. T

the vessel's rate of sailing, and so forth. ()hicl’\‘.llimﬁ. t]_lcrc were none !.Q]]Lc‘}l 1\
of, for there was no sun to take them by. But a description of one day will serve
) 3 T gy L
for all the rest. Here it is. : . . . Can
The captain being gone, we compose oursc-lt"]z.s lo;end, if lzle“pll;tnc; b‘;:n(i]i-}]l‘le
2 i £ W ze alk alternately, At one, a be S, @
apugh; and if not, we doze and tall . 3y: Alone, 2 beil : :
f.tewfrrleﬁs comes d(;wn with a steaming dish of baked potatoes, ‘m](i .|}10thc:'0}:.)f
; . s 3 es of pig's face, cold ham, salt beef; or perhaps a smok-
roasted apples; and plates of pig's face, st ol il i
i ss of rar ¢ ] 2 fall to upon these dainties; eat as much as
ing mess of rare hot collops. We Saimtied s 8 :
ca% (we have great appelites now); and are as long as ]-nﬁml? ::‘lmu_tilqt].l :LU;]:E;IL
fire will burn (it w:/ sometimes) we are prg]-uyc['hcuful. Ifit ]\\un \l‘i‘l“}: ;mlq. :m(i
it’s very cc our hands, cover ourselves w oats anc
to each other that it’s very cold, rub Rcpi s pialefrmin e
i m avai ze, talk, and read (provided as aforesaid),
cloaks, and lie down again to doze, t ‘ N
i i v er be s, and the stewardess reappear: 1
dinner-time. At five, another bell rings, e
i . iled this time—and store of hot meat of various kinds :
other dish of potatoes—boiled this time d's : ot m ; g
not l'org(:ltingplhe roast pig, to be taken meclacmlnll_\-. l\\ e’li”*1‘11?1‘1‘1:*:{1;:(‘;1}%5\?Tlca-
re chee / =fore) ; prolong the meal with a r: y des
(rather more cheerfully than before) ; ! ki v s i
s, grapes anges ; and drink our wine and brandy-anc
sert of apples, grapes, and oranges; anc silig s By s
5 and ses ¢ i » table, and the oranges and so 2
The bottles and glasses are still upon the , and the orang B O
rolling about ;1c§0rdinc to their fancy and the ship’s way, \\ihlcn 1}‘i;$§::§:1t-(])\[}]£;
ial nightly invitati join our evening rubber: diately
down, by special nightly invitation, to join our e . ¢ y e
whose a}ri&-a} we make a party at whist, and asitisa rlr‘mgh mght{l T'[.“dl]:l-lr(:\ cm‘t
ill not Ii 1 e tricks in our pockets as we take e
will not lie on the cloth, we put the t U st eyt
hist w ain wi semplary gravity (deducting a short time for tea and toas
whist we remain with CX(I‘I‘I]!]AI‘_\ gravit) g as by S bies '
i n'clock : ; when the captain comes down again, a
until eleven o'clock, or thereabouts ; wl : e dowa apeh, 0 2
i ler his chi 1 a pilot-coat: making the grounc
sow’-wester hat tied under his chin, anc lot-c Bl el
1 s this time » d-playing is over, and the bottles :
where he stands. By this time the card-playing i Bl ven
i ; able; or an hour's pleasant conversation abou
lasses are again upon the table; and afier an as - al
lgh‘e ship(. l]lUL]):l“L‘E;:CH, and things in guner;], the captain (\\lnl) nci\-ui-g;)::i:l-)
bed, and is never out of humour) turns up his coat clui].lr ﬂl)}: ;xﬁ, ;;;r;ﬂ‘y‘“-;s “;
shakes hands all round ; and goes laughing -out into the weather :
a birthday party. ; R | o
) As to Jai[l\' :)wwc. there is no dearth of that commodity. ']hl? pa:iutg‘_crll(]
teported to have lost fourteen pounds at Vingt-et-un in the :,nloml‘. %Csict](. a)d,n ﬂ']il
: s in the s Ay &
that passenger drinks his bottle of champagne every dn).,.ani[__ ‘m.\l\] : l:ﬂ(]- ‘il‘n[
{being only a clerk), nobody knows, The head engineer has ¢ h.lnm]) L.'l] ‘“.N
there never was such times—meaning weather—and four good h.mxla a:cl ill, and
have given in, dead beat. Several berths are full of water, and all the cabins are
By ship retly swigging damaged whiskey, has been found
leaky. The ship’s cook, secretly swigging damagec ey, e e
drunk; and has been played upon by the fire-engine until quite Lo s
stewards have fallen down-stairs at various dinner-times, and go abou \\1 1 plas
ters in various places. The baker is ill, and so is the pastry-cook. A new -mani
m indispos as bee ire fill the place of the latter officer; anc
horribly indisposed, has been required to fi plac : el i B
has been propped and jammed up with_empty casks in a little .10;.;(; l 1{50 : 3 ]\:
and commanded to roll out pie-crust, which he protests (being highly bi u;u.ﬁ 1] s
death to him to look at. News! A dozen murders on shore would lack the
interest of these slight incidents at sea. . e :
Divided bctwuu‘f‘mlr rubber and such topics as these, we _ule]c _r11111m111g (l"l:] ‘;;l{
1 a e jer 1 o '3 and a b
thought) into Halifax Harbour, on the fifteenth night, with litt Ll}\ ing : 3'11,5;11
moon—indeed, we had made the Light at its outer cn]t\r:n}cc, :ul] p:l the pi .3
] o 5 ;
ship struck n a bank of mud, - An imme
charge—when suddenly the ship struck upo ] n imme
rushLon deck took place of course ; the sides were crowded in an instant .}nulr
for a few minutes we were in as lively a state of confusion as ll;c gjlu:llc?l ]‘0\ ua];:j
disorder would desire to see. The passengers;, and guns, and water-casks,
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other hieavy matters, being all huddled together aft, however, to lighten her in
the head, she was soon gol off; and after some driving on {owards an uncom{ort-
able line of objects (whose vicinity had been announced very early in the disaster
by a loud cry of * Breakers a-head! ") and much backing of paddles, and heaving
of the lead into a constantly decreasing depth of water, we dropped anchorin a
strange outlandish-looking nook which nobody on board could recognise, although
there was land all about us, and so close that we could plainly see the waving
branches of the trees.

It was strange enough, in the silence of midnight, and the dead stillness that
seemed to be created by the sudden and unexpected stoppage of the engine which
had been clanking and blasting in our ears incessantly for so many days, to watch
the look of blank astonishment expressed in every face: beginning with the
officers, tracing it through all the passengers, and descending to the very stokers and
furnacemen, who emerged from below, oneby one, and clustered together ina smoky
group about the hatchway of the engine-room, comparing notes in whispers. After
throwing up a few rockets and firing signal guns in the hope of being hailed from the
land, or at least of secing a light-—but without any other sight orsound presenting
itself—it was determined to send a boat on shore. I was amusing to observe how very
kind someof the passengers were, in volunteering to go ashere in this same boat * for
the general good, of course : not by any means because they thonght the ship in
an unsafe position, or contemplated the possibility of her heeling over in case the
tide were running out. Nor was it less amusing to remark how desperately un-

popular the poor pilot became in one short minute, Fe had had his passage out
from Liverpool, and during the whole voyage had beep quite a notorious cha-
racter, as a teller of anecdotes and cracker of jokes,  Yet here were the very men
who had laughed the loudest at his jests, now flourishing their fists in his face,

loading him with imprecations, and defying him to his tecth as a villain |

The boat soon shoved off, with a lantern and sundry blue lights on board; and
in less than an hour returned ; the officer in command bringing with him a toler-
ably tall young tree, which he had plucked up by the roots, to satisfy certain dis-
trustful passengers whose minds misgave them that they weie to be imposed upon
and shipwrecked, and who would on no other terms believe that he had been
ashore, or had done anything hut fraudulently row a little way into the mist,
specially to deceive them and compass their deaths. Our captain had fore-
seen from the first that we must be in a place called the Eastern passage ;
and so we were. It was about the Jast place in the world in which we had any
business or reason to be, but a sudden fog, and some error on the pilot’s part,
were the cause, We were surrounded by banks, and rocks, and shoals 6f all
kinds, but had happily drifted, it seemed, upon the only safe speck that was to
be found thereabouts. Eased by this report, and by the assurance that the tide
was past the ebb, we turned in at three o’clock in the morning.

I was dressing about half-past nine next day, when the noise above hurried me
on deck. When I had left it over-night, it was darl, foggy, and damp, and there
were bleak hills all round us, Now, we were gliding down a smooth, broad
stream, at the rate of eleven miles an hour: our eolours flying gaily; our crew
rigged out in their smartest clothes; our officers in uniform again; the sun shin-
ing as on a brilliant April day in England ; the land stretched out on either side,
streaked with light patches of snow ; white wooden houses ; people at their doors ;
telegraphs working ; flags hoisted ; wharfs appearing ; ships ; quays crowded with
people ; distant noises ; shouts; men and boys running down steep places to-
wards the pier: all more bright and gay and fresh to our unused eyes than words
can paint them, We came to a wharf, paved with uplifted faces ; ‘got alongside,
and were made fast, after some shouting and straining of cables ; darted, a scorg

Caliing at Halifax. 13

3 0 1 oo
of us along the gangway, almost as soonas it was thrust uu.L %O,Tept 1115, and before
it had reached the ship—and leaped upon the firm glad earth aballn e
: I(su ose this Halifax would have appeared an Elysium, Plxougl it had b 10;1
curiosi%ﬂ) of ugly dulness. But I carried away with tim? a mo:;i_ pl}f}l:asant tl\m(gxis; >
. nd its i itz have preserved it to this hour. as
of the town and its inhabilants, and Sk e

i t I came home, without having found an opy ]
;flléht?nti]:hreergr;txélgnce more s]mki;lg hands with the frgnds I_]madle (ghat da? ks
) i . - L . 2 T: 5 4
: f the Legislative Council and Gene :
1t happened to be the opening o Sk
i i rms observed on the commencement of
bly, at which ceremonial the forms o ] : - i o
i i in Engl: osely copied, and so gravely p
sion of Parliament in England were so clos y copi By P
it was lik < t Westminster through the wrong
a small scale, that it was like looking a ] e g
i er Majesty’s representative, deliver )
telescope. The govemnor, as her Maj : dxtien Ho o
' ; He said what he had to say manfully
called the Speech from the Throne. > 52 el e
ilit ‘ truck up “God save the O
jell.  The military band outside the building struck r e ;
:"?ll}ll great vigour ll)—gfore his Excellency }ﬁad]qu;te_ lguslzlsc'l A }f?c(i%i%?k;n Zl:t“;)t:?t;r
the in's rubbed their hands ; the out’s shook their heads; bty
Lgiedl?lfe:g never was such a good speec%;); Lhef%ppc}?uone d;ft:}x;(l S:ﬁ]r: 1‘15;t ]?;I :\Czi:
speaker e Hous s 3
such a bad one ; the Speaker and members o 13 i e
the bar to say a great deal among themse ves and do : , o
i:?ez?ytﬁieng went og, af;d promised to go on, just as it does at home upon the like
Oc'cl?}izofgx.vn is built on the side of a hill, the highest point bEin{gbco’ﬂ?;laI}l‘Ii}?idab}j
a strong fortress, not yet quite finished. Several streets of 800d :-eéted b cm];s
pearance extend from its summit to the v:'Iz‘\itelu}slxde, an‘;}‘ca::(flile%t;r;)? o ¥ .
i i v OUSES Are .
streets running parallel with the river. The i g e
i ied ; ris re exceedingly cheap.
market is abundantly supplied; and provisions a g R
i | i ¥ the season of the year, there was
weather being unusually mild at that time for the seas ; i
ighi v ; chicles in yards and by-places,
1 ; but there were plenty of those veh : _ ‘
.‘:oilgeh:)?%hex;z from the goréeous quality of their decorations, ;zm]zhtv"l:av?m‘]egglie
on” without alteration as triumphal cars in a melo-drama_at £ st]c} o ti))é
was uncommonly fine; the air bracing and healthful ; the whole aspe
heerful, thriving, and industrious. i .
10‘%\?&11;1; there sevenghours, to deliver and exchange the ‘mzuls.. At tlfpgth ,hlgil;c
ing collected all our bags and all our pas_:sengctrs (mc}élidéﬁi:nt]}\)gggre \1:;3::6 Cf{)und
spirits, who, having indulged too freely in oysters and champagne, wert o
fé')ing insensible ongthcir backs in unfrequented streets), the engines were agamn
ut in motion, and we stood off for Boston. 2 :
B Encounterir;g squally weather again Hl the (ZlBay o(f} F;]]]]’lélil,e ::;i ftzrrﬁgf)i? 1}?11
i 1 ; 1 , tha
rolled about as usual all that night and all next day. Or i i)
i renty-s : 7, an American pilot-boat came
i to say, on Saturday, the twenty-second of January, an . 0a
alongsia’e, and soog’ afterwards the Britannia steam-packet, from Liverpool,
eighteen days out, was telegraphed at Boston. : ks :
g'l‘he indescribable interest with which T stgamed my eyes, (ﬁoﬁécwgssttﬁﬂ;}]ch:z
i i ik ills ; ea, an , As
of American soil peeped like molehills from the green sea, ) e, e
i ¢ le degrees, into a continuous line
they swelled, by slow and almost imperceptib ees, 2
¢ ‘ keen wind blew dead against us; a
coast, can hardly be exaggerated. A sharp k ; HE uS 5
i 3 vas t severe. Yet the air was so
h st prevailed on shore ; and the cold was mos air
inatre?zgf;tgrear and dry, and 'bright, that the temperature was not only endurable,
3
but delicious. ’ ) e
uHcéivh I1 r‘éfnained on deck, staring about me, until we came alnn_gsndz th}f ducL1 :
aud how, though T had had as many eyes as Argus, I should ha\'e_]llm tl Etn;oiu
wide open, and all employed on new objects—are topics which T wi nol_%?:-o g
this clmptér to discuss, Neither will I more than hint gt my foreigner-like mis
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take, in supposing that a party of most active persons, who seraml
the peril of their lives as we approached the wharf, were newsmen, ar
that industrious class at home ; whereas, despite the leathern wall
slung about the necks of some,
Editors, who boarded ships in
informed me), ** hecause they liked the excitement of it.”
to say, that one of these invaders, with
most gratefully, went on before to order rooms at the hotel ;
lowed, as I soon did, I found myself rolling throug
involuntary imitation of the gait of Mr, T. P. Cooke

* Dinner, if you please,” said I to the waiter.

“When 7 id the waiter,

“ As quick as possible,” said I.

“Right away ?” said the waiter.

After a moment’s hesitation, I answered No,’

“ Not right away ?
sfart, :

I looked at him doubtfully, and returned, “No ;
private room, 1T like it very much.”

At this, I really thought the waiter must have
lieve he would have done, 1
in his ear, * Directly

““Well ! and that’s a fact !”” said the waiter, look
away.”

I saw now that * Right away” and “ Directly®
So I reversed my previous answer, anc
wards; and a capital dinner it was.

The hotel (a very excellent one) is called the Tremont House.
galleries, colonnades, piazzas, and j
would believe,

" at hazard,
" cried the waiter, with an amount of surprise that mac

I would rather have it in this

gone out of his mind : as T Dbe-
but for the intcrposition of another man, who whispered

ing helplessly at me: «Right

" were one and the same thing.
1 sat down to dinner in ten minutes after-

It has more
assages than I can remember, or the reader

CHAPTER 111

BOSTON.

Ix all the public establishments of America,
of our Departments are susceptible of cons
but the Custom-house above all others would do well to take example from the
United States and render itself somewhat less odious and offensive to foreigners,
The servile rapacity of the French officials is sufficiently contemptible; but there
is a surly boorish incivility about onr men, alike disgusting Lo all persons who fall
into their hands, and discreditable to the nation that keeps such ill-conditioned
cws snarling about its gates.

When I landed in America, I could not help being
contrast their Custom-house presented, and
humour with which its officers discharged their duty.

As we did not land at Boston, in consequence of some detention at the wharf,
until after dark, I received my first impressions of the city in walking down to the
Custom-house on the morning after our arrival, which was Sunday, 1 am afraid
to say, by the way, how many offers of pews and seats in church for that morning
were made to us, by formal note of invitation, before we had half finished o first

the utmost courtesy prevails. Most
iderable improvement in this respect,

strongly impressed with the
the attention, politeness and good

led on board at
Iswering to

ets of news
, and the broad sheets in the hands of all, they were

person (as one gentleman in a worsted comforter
Suffice it in this place
a ready courtesy for which I thank him here
and that when T fol-
h the long passages with an
, in a new nautical melo-drama,

le me

A ﬂ.’j’," Place. Is

; srate s, without
dinner in America, but if I may be allowed to ;“ﬂkc . 1nndtm§t’ti§ug5%;:c:\c prof-
- 3 e 3] r S
aFey : n i should say that at least as many ¢ oo pe
ing into nicer calculation, I sh ? : m-up families. The
F:r;]dgu-i as would have accommodated a score or two of El"“?‘ ”rl!‘]’ f:g]l]l} e
numbc:o'f creeds and forms of religion to which the pleasure of cur Pes
ed, was in very fair proportion. : s Jirch that
chl:.‘égstnbei‘nu able, in the absence of any change of clothes, m“th’ 1‘; IL]:\I'I:% w]u'c_
day, we were compelled to decline these kindnesses, s :'m(! : |1\‘i”:)( ha :]"’;‘ncd to
£ . r T . wh b
15:3’1'1\' obliged to forego the delight of hearing Dr.‘(lI:‘lr.::im,,I, 111c.!11'10|lrlht' it
reach that morning for the first time in a very long mmmi soon afterwards had
Ef this distinguished and accomplished man ‘IWH]IIl \ﬂ]h.)m ]:m‘n 1‘119 ;{rniﬁé'ltion
e By : ; ainted), that T may have ok i
- b rsonally acquainted), it e ara
the pleasure of becoming personally acqua 1 respect for his high abilities anc
. A R .t s of 2 ation and respect Ic 5 g .
of recording my humble tribute (_1{ Ilill{lrll. A jvhic]h L b avis caipowsid e
character ; and for the bold philanthropy with v :
3 ’ 1. ey STV
e st hideous Dot and ﬂwl_ d]\g{ MLt—E?!{“:;T;}n-n this Sunday momning,
To return to Boston. When I got into the streets upon | the signboards were
the air was so clear, the houses were so bright and £aY; e s
’lill‘tcd in such gaudy colours; the gilded ]L;'icrsd“mltli;ul< :E(l il.“m rui'lings
A e stone was so very white, the blinds and arez
ks were so very red, the stone was so ver) ik g arvellously
n::bsso‘ \"-en- -reen, the knobs nd plates upon the street doors so -“:::a\cc—ihn)t
ytc_ Y & }']" a - and all so slight and unsuhs'.nntmi_ in appearan
bright and twinkling ; and all 7 ly like a scene in a pantomime. It
B faoroughare in the city looked C?:ltt 5\t :.lL ':tln:m if T may venture to call
iness streets that a tradesman, N :
¢ happens in the business streels tl : Jisae s ohen e atares S0
:‘t\r?}l)}oc};\'l‘lplmdccmnn, where everybody is a {:wlchmn. ILT!LIL.‘.\ l‘l]t}lu‘t:\-ll]‘l{;]c d
.tl -)-t m"{n;' nccufiﬁiiuns are often camied on in one house, “n(k ) vh.ncin" up at
a1 «ds and inscriptions, As I walked along, I kept gla htngs
covered with .mﬂtET g : iine to see a few of them change into mmcl‘uu, :
these boards, confidently expecting lo see a JeWr O7 t for the clown and pan-
' "OMTiet § .nly without looking out for th : ;
ever turned a corner suddenly without Jooing OUS 8% 2° " Ty
ff?lllolnm\ﬂkm I had no doubt, were hiding in a doorway or hc_h‘md\ ?-ﬁiefi\-l)llllnt they
athand. As to Harlequin and Columbine, I Lh.mwc{-;l}rv]zg?::ltl)L’\t a \'cr;' small
lodged (they are always looking :]\{k-]r ]uldj_,ﬂ‘llﬁdl]il ;:f:djliliml to various symbols
L . oy o e hotel : W 5 add . J
clockmaker's one story high, near the hotel ; g - Akeh pake
am(l:';]cviécc "ll'llll‘l*t CE)\'crin-:; the whole front, had a great dial hanging o
s, almos f
j o rough, of course. . H 4 he city.
311!}11_[;126}51‘1‘;”[2] ‘11-'9 if possible, even more unsuhhlsnlm]-lorﬂiln{f ﬂllat? »tll'::- :-,]::h
sub Js ) - J . Ny » wink DOK & € )y i
The white wooden houses (so white that it makes one “m]L l]o Ul.Ui;1"l1]l :lil‘ccliullﬁ
their green jalousic blinds, are so sprinkled and droppec n;ull; ;mall churches
¥ . " d= z 2 SM3 .
without seeming to have any root at all in the gl')ll}?“] 2 1‘1.1“” -1l|LI almost believed
and chapels are so prim, and bright, and highly varnished ; i uui e oA
the whole affair could be taken up piecemeal like a child’s toy, 2
a little box. : = impress all
? ]’Ih; t;iu' is a beautiful one, and cannot fn}l. I ':]i‘l.lll'.'fl] 1n133-"rg:_"ﬂ§g 11]1:2)::5]::”
i ey « private dwelling-houses are, ior | : 1y
Ttlangcr—;{ ‘]N}. =5 Dtllmml}.; 'Te]\l‘:z‘crl)::!:'t;mmi ; and the public buildings l]n]zmal\n_rm.
arge and elegant ; the shops e 28 rtnias Py ich rises eradually at first,
The State House is built upon the summit of a hill, which rises graduaty Tt B
and afterwards by a steep ascent, almost from the w ‘”Lff (1%‘&“ i top et
green enclosure, called the Common. The site 1s -:mtn’ql i\].lfnl(l e e
5 . ¢ : " - “1oh rhood.
15 2 charming panoramic view of the whole town and s s Xe Ve T oi8
to a variety gf commodious offices, it contains two handsome i‘n the other, the
f I e s LR s ¢ oS = v »
the House of Representatives of the State hold their meeting R
3 g sedinos as I saw here, were conducted with perfect g Y
RN Sk protoidings 8s L& to inspire attention and respect.
decortm : and were certainly calculated to inspire atten R S e
s mch of the intellectual refinement and supe y.
Lhere is no doubt that much of L1e f the University of Cambridge, which
Boston, is referable to the quiet influence of the Upiversity of L
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is within three or four miles of the city. The resident professors at that unives-
sity are gentlemen of learning and varied aftainments; and are, without one
exception that I can call to mind, men who would shed a grace upon, and do ho-
nour te, any society in the civilised world, Many of the resident gentry in Boston
and its neighbourhood, and I think T am not mistaken in adding, a large majority
of those who are attached to the liberal professions there, have been educated at
this same school. Whatever the defects of American universities may be,
they disseminate no prejudices ; rear no bigots ; dig up the buried ashes of no old
superstitions ; never interpose between the people and their improvement : exclude
no man because of his religious opinions ; above all, in their whole course of study
and instruction, recognise a world, and a broad one too, lying beyond the college
walls,

It was a source of inexpressible pleasure to me to observe the almost impercep-
tible, but not less certain effect, wrought by this institution among the small
community of Boston ; and to note at every turn the humanising tastes and desires
it has engendered; the affectionate friendships to which it has given rise; the
amount of vanity and prejudics it has dispelled. The golden calf they worship at
Boston is a pigmy compared with the giant effigies set up in other parts of that
vast counting-house which lies beyond the Atlantic ; and the almighty dollar sinks
into something comparatively insignificant, amidst a whole Pantheon of better

ods.
X Above all, T sincerely believe that the public institutions and charities of this
capital of Massachusetfs are as nearly perfect, as the most considerate wisdom,
benevolence, and humanity, can make them. I never in my life was more affected
by the contemplation of happiness, under circumstanices of privation and bereave-
ment, than in my visi(s to these establishments,

It is a great and pleasant feature of all such institutions in America, that they
are either supported by the State or assisted by the State; or (in the event of their
not needing its helping hand) that they act in concert with it, and are emphatically
the people’s. 1 cannot but think, with a view to the principle and its tendency
to elle\'ate or depress the character of the industrious classes, that a Publie Charity
is immeasurably better than a Private Foundation, no matter how munificently the
latter may be endowed. In our own country, where it has not, until within these
later days, been a very popular fashion with governments to display any extraor-
dinary regard for the great mass of the people or to recognise their existence as
improveable creatures, private charities, unexampled in the history of the earth,
have arisen, to do an incalculable amount of good among the destitute and afflicted.
But the government of the country, having neither act nor part in them, is not in
the receipt of any portion of the gratitude they inspire ; and, offering very little
shelter or relief beyond that which is to be found in the workhouse and the jail,

€r as a stern master,

has come, not unnaturally, to be looked upon by the poor rath
quick to correct and punish, than a kind protector, merciful and vigilant in their
hour of need.

The maxim that out of evil cometh good, is strongly illustrated by these estab.
lishments at home; as the records of the Prerogative Office in Doctors’ Commons
can abundantly prove. Some immensely rich old gentleman or lady, surrounded

by needy relatives, makes, upon a low average, a will a-week. The old gentleman
or lady, never very remarkable in the best of times for good temper, is full of
aches and pains from head to foot; full of fancies and caprices; full of spleen,
distrust, suspicion, and dislike, To eancel old wills, and invent new ones, is at
last the sole business of such a testator’s existence; and relations and friends
(some of whom have been bred up distinetly to inherit a large share of the pro-
perty, and have been, from their cradles, specially disqualified from devoting
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' sefl sui the are so often and so unexpectedly
mselves to any useful pursuit, on that account) areso o ; cte
:11;13 sum;arily gut off; a;Jul re-i,nstateci, and cut off again, that the whole family,

down to the remotest cousin, is kept in a perpetual fever. At length it becomes

ive ; i his
in that the old lady or gentleman has not long to live ; and the p‘lamcr th
Eiﬂ%é?, ihe more c]ca)r}y thge old l?éliydor. gcntlc}an:pn pe‘r‘:‘.ﬁgesf)gtrlgatt lf;'e:’}i(li)oi?d ;s ;l;
spi against their poor old dying relative ; efore :
gegﬁlz;li;?czln:fg: ;rtlother E].St will-—positively the last this tunc-—‘cou]cealrsht]}z
same in a china tea-pot, and expires next day.” Then it tuns out, _ﬂ.}at t he (\i\ t}?at
of the real and personal estate is divided between half-a-dozen ch;lirmfs? 21;01 =
the dead and gone testator has inrpm'!al spite hdpecil :ﬁs(i?} a great deal of good, &
an immense amount of evil passion and 1 7. _
ih(::[‘(l:lftl’szqigs Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind, ﬂt BOS[IO[!"I, 11].3
superintended by a body of trustees who make an annual report to thefc}orpot]] ael:d:
The indigent blind of that state are admitted gratuitously. Tllose uzm lNew
joining state of Connecticut, or from the states of Maine, \»elrmfm‘ , OF i
Hampshire, are admitted by a warrant from the state to whl‘chf t_Iiyllespgfcnt D};
belong ; or, failing that, must find security among their fneud;‘_ or tn{.p;t) gt ol
about twenty pounds English for their first year's board an(“mﬂmc 1o ) i
for the second. ¢ After the first year,” say the trustees, “an accinm_tcu;}hig
will be opened with each pupil; he will be charged \:;llh the actua' c{)}; Oein]ﬁ
board, which will not exceed two dollars per week ;™ a trifle (xlnfoxe] ‘ ar{) ght
shillings English ; ¢ and he will be credited with the amount pai or }1{';‘1 ymd‘
state, or by his friends ; also with his earnings overand above thie c??]t {) h}(? § wn\
which he uses ; so that all his exrnings over one dollar per week wi l)e 159 in]
By the third year it will be known whether his earnings will more than pay I
actual cost of his board ; if they. should, he will have it at his t?ptmn. to Icrimel
and receive his earnings, or not, , Those who prove unable to cam ihgw bc?\r]n 1y ;
lihood will not be retained ; as it is not deyrable to convert tlie esta lb‘imell}l’
into an almshouse, or to retain any but working bees in the hive. 2 ]T!lg..se W 11?ﬁ 2{
physical or mental imbecility are disqualified from work, are there j;} I;S‘tlfei )rt;) :
from being members of an industrious C.Gmmu,!}lty; and they can be better |
vided for in establishments fitted for the infirm. : At s
1 went to see this place one very fine winter morning : an I'talu.m s\}]; 'ahowré
and the air so clear and bright on every side, that even my eyes, w u;':t‘ :
none of the best, could follow the minute lines and scraps of tracejy in l.Lr m;t
buildings. Like most other public institutions in America, of the' 5:ilm'e chiss, &
stands a mile or two without the town, in a cheerful healthy spot; an 15} az'zvbmr}f
Spacious, handsome edifice. It is built upon a height, commanding the(:i }al Otlflé
‘%hen I paused for a moment at the door, and marked how fresh an '1§ed 1
Whole scene was—what sparkling bubbles glanced upon the waves, andbm': e : ;};
every moment to the surface, as though the 'wqr]d below, like that ;\‘o&le, ¥ .
tadiant with the bright day, and gushing over in its fulness of light: '}'.r_u;n . gi;‘v
from sail to sail away upon a ship at sea, a tiny speck of shining \\1 11110,'t -'E;;h iy
cloud upon the still; deep, distant blue—and, turning, saw a blind ]o}y “]11_ 0}
sightless face addressed that way, as though he too had some sense]\\ ltb 1in mrz :
the glorious distance : I felt a kind of SOITOW that the place should ‘e 59 l\lgzy
light, and a strange wish that for his sake it were darker. It was but momentary,
of course, and a mere faney, but I felt 1t_kee;zly for all that. o
The children were at their daily tasks in different rooms, except a few w )19 were
already dismissed, and were at play. Here,asin many institutions, no unifor rl:i 12
worn; and I was very glad of it, for two reasons. Firstly, because I am sure t1]a
nothing but senseless custom and want of thought would reconcile 1%5 to 1(;_
liveries and badges we are so fond of at home, Secondly, because the absence o
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these things presents each child to the visitor in his or her own proper character,
with its individuality unimpaired ; not lost in a dull, ugly, monotenous repetition
of the same unmeaning garb: which is really an important consideration. The
wisdom of encouraging a little harmless pride in personal appearance even among
the blind, or the whimsical absurdity of considering charity and leather breeches
inseparable companions, as we do, requires no comment.

Good order, cleanliness, and comfort, pervaded every comer of the building.
The various classes, who were gathered round their teachers, answered the ques-
tions put to them with readiness and intelligence, and in a spirit of cheerful contest
for precedence which pleased me very much, Those who were at play, were
gleesome and noisy as other children. "More spiritual and affectionate friendships
appeared to exist among them, than would be found among other young persons
suffering under no deprivation ; but this I expected and was prepared to find. It
is a part of the great scheme of Heaven’s merciful consideration for the afflicted,

In a portion of the building, set apart for that purpose, are workshops for blind
persons whose education is finished, and who have acquired a trade, but who can-
not pursue it in an ordinary manufactory because of their deprivation, Several
people were at work here; making brushes, mattresses, and so forth; and the
cheerfulness, industry, and pood order discernible in every other part of the build-
ing, extended to this department also.

On the ringing of a bell, the pupils all repaired, without any guide or leader, to
a spacious music-hall, where they took their seats in an orchestra erected for that
purpose, and listened with manifest delight to a voluntary on the organ, played by
one of themselves. At ifs conclusion, the performer, a hoy of nineteen or twenty,
gave place {o a girl ; and to her accompaniment they all sang a hymn, and after-
wards a sort of chorus. It was very sad to look upon and hear them, happy
though their condition unquestionably was ; and I saw that one blind girl, who
(being for the time deprived of the use of her limbs, by illness) sat close beside me
with her face towards them, wept silently the while she listened.

It is strange to watch the faces of the blind, and see how free they are from all
concealment of what is passing in their thoughts; observing which, a man with
eves may blush to contemplate the mask he wears. Allowing for one shade of
anxious expression which is never absent from their countenances, and the like of
which we may readily detect in our own faces il*we try to feel our way in the dark,
every idea, as it rises within them, is expressed with the lightning’s speed and
nature’s truth. If the company at a rout, or drawing-room at court, could only
for one time be as unconscious of the eyes upon them as blind men and women
are, what secrets would come out, and what a worker of hypocrisy this sight, the
loss of which we so much pity, would appear to be !

The thought occurred to me as I sat down in anothet room, before a girl, blind,
deaf, and dumb ; destitute of smell ; and nearly so of taste : before a fair young
creature with every human faculty, and hope, and power of goodness and affection,
inclosed within her delicate frame, and but one outward sense—the sense of touch.
There she was, before me ;: built up, as it were, in a marble cell, impervious to
any ray of light, or particle of sound; with her poor white hand peeping through
a chink in the wall, beckoning to some good man for help, that an Immortal soul
might be awakened.

Long before Ilooked upon her, the help had come. Her face was radiant with
intelligence and pleasure. Her hair, braided by her own hands, was bound about

a head, whose intellectual capacity and development were beautifully expressed in
its graceful outling, and its broad open brow ; her dress, arranged by herself, was
a pattern of neatness and simplicity ; the work she had knitted, lay beside her;
her writing-book was on the desk she leaned upon.—From the mournful ruin of
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tiich bereavement, there had slowly risen up this gentle, tender, guileless, grateful-
being, .
hairti]:;l otherginmales of that house, she had a green ribbon bound round her eyelids.
A doll she had dressed lay near upon the ground. 1 took it up, and saw that she
had made a green fillet such as she wore herself, and fastened it about its mimic eyes.

She was seated in a little enclosure, made by school-desks and forms, writing
her daily journal. But soon finishing this pursuit, she engaged in an animated
communication with a teacher who sat beside her. This was a favourite mistress
with the poor pupil. If she could see the face of her fair instructress, she would
not love her less, I am sure. /

Lhave extracted a few disjointed fragments of her history, from an account,
written by that one man who has made her what she is. It is.a very beautiful and
touching narrative ; and I wish I could present it entire, ) y

Her name is Laura Bridgman. *“ She was born n Hanover, }fcw Hampshire,
on the twenty-first of December, 1829, She is described as having been a very
sprightly and pretty infant, with bright blue eyes, She was, however, so puny
and feeble until she was a year and a half old, that her parents hardly hoped to
rear her, She was subject to severe fits, which seemed to rack her frame almost
beyond her power of endurance: and life was held by the feeblest tenure: but
when a year and a half old, she seemed to rally; the dangerous symptoms sub-
sided ; and at twenty months old, she was perfectly well. .

“Then her mental powers, hitherto stinted in thei_r gmwth,.rap]dIy developed
themselves ; and during the fourmonths of health which she enjoyed, she appears
(making due allowance for a fond mother’s account) to have displayed a consider-
able degree of intelligence. ) A ! y

“ But suddenly she sickened again ; her disease raged with great violence during
five weeks, when her eyes and ears were inflamed, suppurated, and their contents
were discharged, But though sight and hearing were gone for ever, the poor
child’s sufferings were not ended. The fever raged during seven weeks; for five
months she was kept in bed in a darkened room ; it was a year before she could
walk unsupported, and two years before she could sit up all day. It was now
observed that her sense of smell was almost entirely destroyed ; and, consequently,
that her taste was much blunted, :

‘It was not until four years of age that the poor child’s bodily health seemed
restored, and she was able to enter upon her apprenticeship of life and the world.

“But what a situation was hers! The darkness and the silence of the tomb
were around her: no mother’s smile called forth her answering smile, no father’s
voice taught her to imitate his sounds :—they, brothers and sisters, were but forms
of matter which resisted her touch, but which differed not from the fumﬂ'm_'e of the
house, save in warmth, and in the power of locomotion ; and not even in these
respects from the dog and the cat. il ;

* But the immortal spirit which had been implanted within her could not die,
nor be maimed nor mutilated ; and though most of its avenues of communication
with the world were cut off, it began to manifest itself through the others. As
s00n as she could walk, she began to explore the room, and then the house ; she
became familiar with the form, density, weight, and heat, of every article she
could lay her hands upon. She followed her mother, and felt her hands and arms,
as she was occupied about the honse ; and her dispositmu to imitatg, !ed her to

Tepeat everything herself. She eyen learned to sew a little, and to kenit.”

The reader will scarcely need to be told, however, that the opportunities of com-
municating with her, were very, very limited ; and that the moral efll’ccts of her
Wretched state soon began to appear. Those who cannot be_enlightenad by
Teason, can only be controlled by force ; and this, coupled with her great priva-
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tions, fust soon have reduced her to a worse condition than that of the heasts
that perish, but for timely and unhoped-for aid.

“ At this time, I was so fortunate as to hear of the child, and immediately
hastened to Hanovertosee her. I found her witha well-formed figure ; a strongly-
marked, nervous-sanguine temperament; a large and beautifully-shaped head ;
and the whole system in healthy action. The parents were easily induced to con-
sent to her coming to Boston, and on the 4th of October, 1837, they brought her
to the Institution.

* For a while, she was much bewildered ; and after waiting about two weeks,
until she became acquainted with her new locality, and somewhat familiar with
the inmates, the attempt was made to give her knowledge of arbitrary signs, by
which she could interchange thoughts with others.

“There was one of two ways to be adopted : either to go on ta build up a
language of signs on the basis of the natural language which she had already com-
menced herself, or to teach her the purely arbitrary language in common use :
that is, to give her a sign for every individual thing, or to give her a knowledge
of letters by combination of which she might express her idea of the existence,
and the mode and condition of existence, of any thing, The former would have
been easy, but very ineffectual ; the latter seemed very difficult, but, if accomplished,
very effectual. I determined therefore to try the latter,

“The first experiments were made by taking articles in common use, such as
knives, forls, spoons, keys, &c., and pasting upon them labels with their names
printed in raised letters. These she felt very carefully, and soon, of course, dis-
tinguished that the crooked lines s poon, differed as much from the crooked lines
#ey, as the spoon differed from the key in form.

““Then small detached Iabels, with the same words printed upon them, were
put into her hands; and she soon observed that they were similar to the ones
pasted on the articles. She showed her perception of this similarity by laying the
label Zeyupon the key, and the label spooz upon the spoon.  She was encouraged
here by the natural sign of approbation, patting on the head.

“The same process was then repeated with all the articles which she could
handle; and she very easilylearned to place the proper labels upon them. It was
evident, however, that the only intellectual exercise was that of imitation and
memory. She recollected that the label boof was placed upon a book, and she
repeated the process first from imitation, next from memory, with only the motive
of love of approbation, but apparently without the intellectual perception of any
relation between the things.

‘“After a while, instead of labels, the Individual letters were given to her on
detached bits of paper: they were arranged side by side so as to spell book, key,
&ec.; then they were mixed up in a heap and a sign was made for her to arrange
them herself so as to express the words book, key, &c.; and she did so.

‘¢ Hitherto, the process had been mechanical, and the success about as great as
teaching a very knowing dog a variety of tricks. The poor child had sat in mute
amazement, and patiently imitated everything her teacher did; but now the truth
began to flash upon her: her intellect ‘began to work: she perceived that here
was a way by which she could herself make up a sign of anything that was in her
own mind, and show it to another mind ; and at once her countenance lighted up
with a human expression : it was no longer a dog, or parrot ; it was an immortal
spirit, eagerly seizing upon a new link of union with other spirits | 1 could almost

fx upon the moment when this truth dawned upon her mind, and spread its light
to her countenance ; I saw that the great obstacle was overcome: and that hence-

forward nothing but patient and persevering, but plain and straightforward, efforts
were to be used,
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t The result thus far, is quickly related, and eqsﬂ)' conceived ; but not so was
the process; for many weeks of apparently unprofitable labour were passed before
it was effected.

*When it was said above, that a sign was made, it was intended to say, that
the action was performed by her teacher, she feeling his hands,and then imitating
the motion. 4

“The next step was to procure a set of metal types, with the different letters of
the alphabet cast upon their ends ; also a board, in which were square holes, into
which holes she could set the types; so that the letters on their ends could alone
be felt above the surface.

“Then, on any article being handed to her, for instance, a pencil, or a watch,
she would select the component letters, and arrange them on her board, and read
them with apparent pleasure.

“She was exercised for several weeks in this way, until her vocabulary became
extensive; and then the important step was taken of teaching her how to repre-
sent the different letters by the position of her fingers, instead of the cumbrous
apparatus of the board and types. She accomplished this speedily and easily, for
her intellect had begun to work in aid of her teacher, and her progress was rapid.

¢ This was the period, about three months after she had commenced, that the

first report of her case was made, in which it was stated that ¢ she has just learned
the manual alphabet, as used by the deaf mutes, and it is a subject of delight and
wonder to see how rapidly, correctly, and eagerly, she goes on with her labours.
Her teacher gives hera new object, for instance, a pencil, first lets her examine it,
and get an idea of its use, then teaches her how to spell it by making the signs for
the Ietters with her own fingers : the child grasps her hand, and feels her fingers,
as the different letters are formed ; she turns her head a little on one side like a
Fersan listening closely ; her lips are apart ; she seems scarcely to breathe; and
ler countenance, at first anxious, gradually changes to a smile, as she compre-
hends the lesson. She then holds up her tiny fingers, and spells the word in the
manual alphabet; next, she takes her types and arranges her letters; and last, to
make sure that she is right, she takes the whele of the types composing the word,
and places them upon or in contact with the pencil, or whatever the object
may be.’

‘YThe whole of the succeeding year was passed in gratifying her eager inquiries
dor the names of every object which she could possibly handle; in exercising her
in the use of the manual alphabet ; in extending in every possible way her know-
ledge of the physical relations of things ; and in proper care of her health,

““ At the end of the year a report of her case was made, from which the following
15 an extract.

It has been ascertained beyond the possibility of doubt, that she cannot see
a ray of light, cannot hear the least sound, and never exercises her sense of smell,
if she have any. Thus her mind dwells in darkness and stillness, as profound as
that of a closed tomb at midnight. Of heautifuf sights, and sweet sounds, and
pleasant odours, she has no conception; nevertheless, she seems as happy and
playful as a bird or a lamb; and the employment of her intellectual faculties, or
the acquirement of a new idea, gives her a vivid pleasure, which is plainly marked
in her expressive features. She never seems to repine, but has all the buoyancy
and gaiety of childhood. She is fond of fun and frolic, and when playing with
the rest of the children, her shrill laugh sounds loudest of the group,

© * When left alone, she seems very happy if she have her knitting or sewing,
and will busy herself for hours; if she have no occupation, she evidently amuses
hersell by imaginary dialogues, or by recalling past impressions ; she counts with
her fingers, or spells out names of things which she has recently learned, in the
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manual alphabet of the deaf mutes. In this lonely self-communion she seemns to
reason, reflect, and argue; if she spell a word wrong with the fingers of her right
hand, she instantly strikes it with her left, as her teacher does, in sign of disappro.
bation ; if right, then she pats herself upon the head, and looks pleased. She
sometimes purposely spells a word wrong with the left hand, looks roguish for
a moment and laughs, and then with the right hand strikes the left, as if to
correct it.

“‘During the year she has attained great dexterity in the use of the manual
alphabet of the deaf mutes ; and she spells out the words and sentences which
she knows, so fast and so deftly, that only those accustomed to this language can
follow with the eye the rapid motions of her fingers.

* ¢ But wonderful as is the rapidity with which she writes Ler thoughts upon the
air, still more so is the ease and accuracy with which she reads the words thus
written by another; grasping their hands in hers, and following every movement
of their fingers, as letter after letter conveys their meaning to her mind. It is in
this way that she converses with her blind playmates, and nothing can more forcibly
show the power of mind in forcing matter t0 its purpose than a meeting between
them. For if great talent and skill are necessary for two pantomimes to paint
their thoughts and feelings by the movements of the body, and the expression of
the countenance, how much greater the difficulty when dariness shrouds them both,
and the one can hear no sound.

¢ When Lauraiswalking through a passage-way, with ber hands spread before
her, she knows instantly every one she meets, and passes them with a sign of re-
cognition : but if it be a girl of her own age, and especially if it be one of her
favourites, there is instantly a bright smile of recognition, a twining of arms, a
grasping of hands, and a swift telegraphing upon the tiny fingers; whose rapid
evolutions convey the thoughts and feelings from the outposts of one mind to those
of the other. There are questions and answers, exchanges of joyor sorrow, there
are kissings and partings, just as between little children with all their senses.’

“ During this year, and six months after she had left home, her mother came to
visit her, and the scene of their meeting was an interesting one,

“The mother stood some time, gazing with overflowing eyes upon her vnfortu-
nate child, who, all unconscious of her presence, was playing about the room.
Presently Laura ran against her, and at once began feeling her hands, examining
her dress, and trying to find out if she knew her; but not succeeding in this, she
turned away as from a stranger, and the poor woman could not conceal the pang
she felt, at finding that her beloved child did not know her.

* She then gave Laura a string of beads which she used to wear at Lome, which
were recognised by the child at once, who, with much joy, put them around her
neck, and sought me eagerly to say she understood the string was from her home.

“ The mother now sought to caress her, but poor Laura repelled her, preferring
to be with her acquaintances.

¢ Another article from home was now given her, and she began to look much
interested ; she examined the stranger much closer, and gave me to understand that
she knew she came from Hanover ; she even endured her caresses, but would leave
her with indifference at the slightest signal. The distress of the mother was oW
painful to behold ; for, although she had feared that she should not be recognised,
the painful reality of being treated with cold indifference by a darling child, was
too much for woman’s nature to bear.

“ After a while, on the mother taking hold of her again, a vague idea seemed
to flit across Lawra’s mind, that this could not be a stranger; she therefore felt
her hands very eagerly, while her countenance assumed an expression of intense
interest ; she became very pale; and then suddenly red ; hope seemed struggling
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‘“ When left alone, she occupies and apparently amuses herself, and seems quite
contented ; and so strong seems to be the natural tendency of thought to put on thes
garb of language, that she often soliloquizes in the finger language, slow and tedions
asitis. Butitis only when alone, that she is quiet: for if she becomes sensible
of the presence of any one near her, she is restless until she can sit close beside
them, hold their hand, and converse with them by signs. . ¢

“In her intellectual character it is pleasing to observe an insatiable thirst for

knowledge, and a quick perception of the relations of things, In her moral§
character, it is beautiful to behold her continual gladness, her keen enjoyment of 8

existence, her expansive love, her unhesitating comiglunco. i.lcr sympathy with
suffering, her conscientiousness, truthfulness, and hopefulness.” X ;

Such are a few fragments from the simple but most interesting and instructive
history of Laura Bridgman. The name of her great benefactor and friend, who
writes it, is Doctor Howe. There are not many persons, I hope and believe, who,
alter reading these passages, can ever hear that name with indifference.

A further account has been published by Dr. Howe, since the report from which
I have just quoted. Itdescribes her rapid mental growth and improvement during
twelve months more, and brings her little history down to the end of last year, 1t

is very remarkable, that as we dream in words, and CaITy on imaginary conversa-

tions, in which we speak both for ourselves and for the shadows who appear to us |

in those visions of the night, so she, having no words, uses her finger alphabet in

her sleep. And it has been ascertained that when her slumber is broken, and is
much disturbed by dreams, she expresses her thoughts in an irregular and confused
manner on her fingers : just as we should murmur
in the like circumstances.

I turned over the leaves of her Diary, and found it written in a fair legible square
hand, and expressed in terms which were quite intelligible without any explanation,

and mutter them indistinctly,

On my saying that I should like to see her write again, the teacher who sat beside
her, bade her, in their language, sign her name upon a slip of paper, twice or thrice.
In doing so, I observed that she kept her left hand always touching, and following
up, her right, in which, of course, she held the pen. No line was indicated by
any contrivance, but she wrote straight and freely.

She had, until now, been quite unconscious of the presence of visitors ; but,
having her hand placed in that of the gentleman who accompanied me, she imme-
diately expressed his name upon her teacher’s palm. Indeed her sense of touch
i$ NOW 50 exquisite, that having been acquainted with a person once, she can re-
cognise him or her after almost any interval. This gentleman had been in her
company, I believe, but very seldom, and certainly had not seen her for many
months. My hand she rejected at once, as she does that of any man who is a
stranger to her. But she retained my wife’s with evident pleasure, kissed her, and
examined her dress with a girl’s curiosity and interest.

She was merry and cheerful, and showed much innocent playfulness in her
intercourse with her teacher. Her delight on recognising a favourite playfellow
and companion—herself a blind girl—who silently, and with an equal enjoyment
of the coming surprise, took a seat beside her, was beautiful to witness, It elicited
from her at first, as other slight circumstances did twice or thrice during my
visit, an uncouth noise which was rather painful to hear. But on her teacher
touching her lips, she immediately desisted, and embraced her laughingly and
affectionately.

I had previously been into another chamber, where a number of blind boys
were swinging, and climbing, and engaged in various sports. They all clamoured,
as we entered, to the assistant-master, who accompanied us, “ Look at me, Mr,
Hart! Please, Mr, Hart, look at me!” evincing, I thought, even in this, an

Dr. Howe's Account of Ariother Patieit,

fniety peculiar to their condition, that their little feats of agility should be seen.
Among them was a small laughing fellow, who stood aloof, entertaining himself
with a gymnastic exercise for bringing the arms and chest into play ; which he
enjoyed mightily ; especially when, in thrusting out his right arm, he brought it
into contact with another boy. Like Laura Bridgman, this young child was deaf,
and dumb, and blind.

Dr. Howe's account of this pupil’s first instruction is so very striking, and so
intimately connected with Laura herself, that I cannot refrain from a short extract.
I may premise that the poor boy's name is Oliver Caswell ; that he is thirteen
years of age; and that he was in full possession of all his faculties, until three years
and four months old. He was then attacked by scarlet fever; in four weeks
became deaf; in a few weeks more, blind; in six months, dumb, He showed his
anxious sense of this last deprivation, by often feeling the lips of other persons
when lhc;’ were talking, and then putting his hand upon his own, as if to assure
himself that he had them in the right position.

‘¢ His thirst for knowledge,” says Dr. Howe, * proclaimed itself as soon as he
entered the house, by his eager examination of every thing he could feel or smell
in his new location. For instance, treading upon the register of a furnace, he
instantly stooped down, and began to feel it, and soon discovered the way in
which the upper plate moved upon the lower one; but this was not enough for
him, 50 lying down upon his face, he applied his tongue first to one, then to the
other, and seemed to discover that they were of different kinds of metal,

] “}Iis signs were expressive : and the strictly natural language, laughing, crying,
sighing, kissing, embracing, &c., was perfect.

*‘ Some of the analogical signs whic (guided by his faculty of imitation) he had
contrived, were comprehensible: such as the waving motion of his hand for the
motion of a boat, the circular one for a wheel, &c.

““The first object was to break up the use of these signs and to substitute for
them the use of purely arbitrary ones,  *

*“ Profiting by the experience [ had gained in the other cases,
steps of the process before employed, and commenced at once with the finger
language, Taking therefore, several articles having short names, such as key,
cup, mup, &c., and with Laura for an auxiliary, 1 sat down, and taking his hand,
placed it upon one of them, and then with my own, made the letters £ ¢ y. He
felt my hands eagerly with both of his, and on my repeating the process, he
evidently tried to'imitate the motions of my fingers. In a few minutes he contrived
to feel the motions of my fingers with one hand, and holding out the other he tried
lo imitate them, laughing most heartily when he succeeded. Laura was by,
interested even to agitation ; and the two presented a singular sight : her face was
flushed and anxious, and her fingers twining in among ours so closely as to follow
€very motion, but so lightly as not to embarrass them ; while Oliver stood atten-
tive, his head a little aside; his face turned up, his left hand grasping mine, and
his right held ont : at every motion of my fingers his countenance betokened keen
attention ; there was an expression of anxiety as he tried to imitate the motions ;
then a smile came stealing out as he thought he could do so, and spread into a
oyous laugh the moment he succeeded, and felt me pat his head, and Laura clap

im heartily upon the back, and jump up and down in her joy.

*“He learned more than a half-dozen letters in half an hour, and seemed
Ilehghted with his success, at least in gaining approbation. His attention then
}:zg]??dm ﬂagil'al?d I commenced playing with him. It was evident that in all this
s l;e ‘merely been imitating the motions of my fingers, and placing his hand upon
O€ K€Y, cup, &c., as part of the process, without any perception of the relation
between the sign and the object.

25

I omitted several
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¢ When he was tired with play I took him back to the table, and he was quite
ready to begin again his process of imitation. He soon learngd to make the letters
for key, pen, pin; and by having the object repeatedly placed in his hand, he atlast
verceived the relation I wished to establish between them. This was evident,

ecause, when I made the letters pén, or pen, or cup, he would select the
article.

¢ The perception of this relation was not accompanied by that radiant flash of
intelligence, and that glow of joy, which marked the delightful moment when
Laura first perceived it. I then placed all the articles on the table, and going
away a little distance with the children, placed Oliver’s fingers in the positions to
spell ey, on which Laura went and brought the article: the little fellow seemed
much amused by this, and looked very attentive and smiling. I then caused him
to make the letters & 72ad, and in an instant Laura went and brought him a
piece: hesmelled atit; putittohislips; cocked up his head with a most know-
g look ; seemed to reflect a'moment ; and then laughed outright, as much as to
say, ‘Aha! I understand now how something may be made out of this.’

Tt was now clear that he had the capacity and inelination to learn, that he
was a proper subject for instruction, and needed only persevering attention, [ there-
fore put him in the hands of an intelligent teacher, nothing doubting of his rapid
progress.”’ . . :

‘Well may this gentleman call that a delightful moment, in _\\'hmh somie (135§a11t
promise of her present state first gleamed upon the darkened mind of Laura Bridg-
man, Throughout his life, the recollection of that moment will be to him a source
of pure, unfading happiness ; nor will it shine less brightly on the evening of his
days of Noble Usefulness.

The affection which exists between these two—the master and the pupil—is as
far removed from all ordinary care and regard, as the circumstances in which i
has had its prowth, are apart from the common occurrences of life. He is occupiea
now, in devising means of imparting to her, higher knowledge; and of conveying
to her some adequate idea of the Great Creator of that universe in which, dark
and silent and scentless though it be to her, she has such deep delight and glad
enjoyment.

Ye who have eyes and see not, and have ears and hear not ; ye who are as
the hypocrites of sad countenances, and disfigure your faces that ye may seem unto
men to fast; learn healthy cheerfulness, and mild contentment, from the deaf,
and dumb, and blind ! Self-elected saints with gloomy brows, this sightless, ear-
less, voiceless child may teach you lessons you will do well to follow. Let that
poor hand of hers lie gently on your hearts; for there may be something in its
healing touch akin to that of the Great Master whose precepts you misconstrue,
whose lessons you pervert, of whose charity and sympathy with all the world, not
one among you in his daily practice knows as much as many of the worst among
those fallen sinners, to whom you are liberal in nothing but the preachment of
perdition !

As I rose to quit the room, a prettylittle child of one of the attendants cime
running in to greet its father, For the moment, a child with eyes, among the
sightless crowd, impressed me almost as painfully as the blind boy in the porch
had done, two hours ago. Ah ! how much brighter and more deeply blue, slow-
ing and rich though it had been before, was the scene without, contrasting with
the darkness of so many youthful lives within !

At Souta BosTow, as it is called, in a situation excellently adapted for the
purpose, several charitable institutions are clustered together, One of these, is the
State Hospital for the insane ; admirably conducted on those enlightened prins
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ciples of conciliation and kindness, which twenty years ago would have been worse
than heretical, and which have been acted upon with so much success in our own
pauper Asylum at Hanwell! “Evince a desire to show some confidence, and
repose some trust, even in mad people,” said the resident physician, as we walked
along the galleries, his patients flocking round us unrestrained, Of those who
deny or doubt the wisdom of this maxim after witnessing its effects, if there be such
people still alive, I can only say that I hope I may never be summoned as a Jury-
man on a Commission of Lunacy whereof they are the subjects; for I should
certainly find them out of their senses, on such evidence alone.

Each wurd in this institution is shaped like a long gallery or hall, with the
dormitories of the patients opening from it on either hand. Here they work, read,
play at skittles, and other games; and when the weather does not admit of their
taking exercise out of doors, pass the day together. Inone of these rooms, seated,
calmly, and quite as a matter of course, among a throng of mad-women, black and
white, were the physician's wife and another lady, with a couple of children.
These ladies were graceful and handsome ; and it was not difficult to perceive at
a glance that even their presence there, had a highly beneficial influence on the
patients who were grouped about them.

Leaning her head against the chimney-piece; with a great assumption of dignity
and refinement of manner, sat an elderly female, in as many scraps of finery as
Madge Wildfire herself, Her head in particular was so strewn with scraps of
gauze and cotton and bits of paper, and had so many queer odds and ends stuck all
about it, that it locked like a bird’s-nest. She was radiant with imaginary jewels ;
wore a rich pair of undoubted gold spectacles ; and gracefully dropped upon her
lap, as we approached, a very old greasy newspaper, in which I dare say she had
been reading an account of her own presentation at some Foreign Court,

I have been thus particular in describing her, because she will serve to
exemplify the physician’s' manner of acquiring and retaining the confidence of his
patients,

¢ This,” he said aloud, taking me by the hand, and advancing to the fantastic
figure with great politeness—not raising her suspicions by the slightest ook or
whisper, or any kind of aside, to me : ‘“This lady is the Lostess of this mansion,
sir, It belongs to het. Nobody else has anything whatever to do withit: It is
a large establishment, as you see, and requires a great number of attendants. She
lives, you observe, in the very firststyle. She is kind enough to receive my visits,
and to permit my wife and family to reside here; for which it is hardly necessary
to say, we are much indebted to her. She is exceedingly courteous, you perceive,”
on this hint she bowed condescendingly, ““and will permit me to have the
pleasure of introducing you: a gentleman from England, Ma’am : newly arrived
}’mm England, after a very tempestuous passage : Mr. Dickens,—the lady of the
house 17

‘We exchanged the most dignified salutations with profound gravity and respect,
and so went on, The rest of the madwomen seemed to understand the jokie per-
fectly (not only in this case, but in all the others, except their own), and be highly
amused by it. Thenature of their several kinds of insanity was made known to me in
the samie way, and we left each of them in high good humour, Not enly isa thorough
confidence established, by those means, between the physician and patient, in
respect of the nature and extent of their hallucinations, but it is easy to understand
that opportunities are afforded for seizing any moment of reason, to startle them
*llgy ].]lnlacing their own delusion before them in its most incongraous and ridiculous
1ght,

Every patient in this asylum sits down to dinner every day with a knife and
fork; and in the midst of them sits the gentleman, whose manner of dealing with
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his charges, Thave just described. At every meal, moral influence alone restrains
the more violent among them from cutting the throats of the rest; but the effect
of that influence is reduced to an absolute certainty, and is found, even as a means
of restraint, to say nothing of it as a means of cure, a hundred times more effica-
cious than all the strait-waistcoats, fetters, and hand-cuffs, that ignorance, preju-
dice, and cruelty have manufactured since the creation of the world.

In the labour department, every patient is as freely trusted with the tools of his
trade as if he were a sane man. In the garden, and on the farm, they work with
spades, rakes, and hoes. For amusement, they walk; run, fish, paint, read, and
nide out to take the air in carriages provided for the purpose. They have among
themselves a sewing society to make clothes for the poor, which holds meetings,
passes resolutions, never comes to fisty-cuffs or bowie-knives as sane assemblies have
beenknown to do elsewhere; and conducts all its proceedings with the greatest
decorum. The imritability, which would otherwise be expended on their own
flesh, clothes, and furniture, is dissipated in these pursuits. They are cheerful,
tranquil, and healthy.

Once a week they have a ball, in which the Doctor and his family, with all the
nurses and attendants, take an active part. Dances and marches are performed
alternately, tothe enlivening strains of a piano; and now and then some gentleman
or lady (whose proficiency has been previously ascertained) obliges the company
with a song: nor does it ever degenerate, at a tender crisis, into a screech or
howl; wherein, I must confess, I should have thought the danger lay. At an
early hour they all meet together for these festive purposes; at eight o'clock
refreshments are served ; and at nine they separate.

Immense politeness and good breeding are observed throughout. They all take
their tone from the Doctor; and he moves a very Chesterfield among the company.
Like other assemblies, these entertainments afford a fruitful topic of conversation
among the ladies for some days; and the’ gentlemen are so anxious to shine on
these occasions, that they have been sometimes found * practising their steps” in
private, to cut a more distinguished figure in the dance.

It is obvious that one great feature of this system, is the inculcation and encour-
agement, even among such unhappy persons, of a decent self-respect. Something
of the same spirit pervades all the Institutions at South Boston.

There is the House of Industry, In that branch of it, which is devoted to the
reception of old or otherwise helpless paupers, these words are painted on the
walls: WoRTHY OF NOTICE. SELF-&n’ER.\t\H{N:‘, QUIETUDE, AND PEACE,
ARE BLESSINGS.” Itis not assumed and taken for granted that being there they
must be evil-disposed and wicked people, before whose vicious eyes it is necessary
to flourish threats and harsh restraints. They are met at the very threshold with
this mild appeal. All within-doors is very plain and simple, as it ought to be, but
arranged with a view to peace and comfort. It costs no more than any other plan
of arrangement, but it speaks an amount of consideration for those who are reduced
to seck a shelter there, which puts them at once upen their gratitude and good
behaviour. Instead of being parcelled out in great, long, rambling wards, where
a certain amount of weazen life may mope, and pine, and shiver, all day long, the
building is divided into separate rooms, each with its share of light and air. In
these, the better kind of paupers live. They have a motive for exertion and
becoming pride, in the desire to make these little chambers comfortable and decent.

I do not remember one but it was clean and neat, and had its plant or two upon
the window-sill, or row of crockery upon the shelf, or small display of coloured
grints upon the whitewashed wall, or, perhaps, its wooden clock behind the

oor,

The orphans and young children are in an adjoining building; separate from
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this, but a part of the same Institution. Some are such little creatures, that (he
stairs are of Lilliputian measurement, fitted to their tiny strides. The same con-
sideration for their years and weakness is expressed in their very seats, which are
perfect curiosities, and look like articles of furniture for a pauper doll's-house. I
can imagine the glee of our Poor Law Commissioners at the notion of these seats
having arms and backs ; but small spines being of older date than their occupa-
tion of the Board-room at Somerset House, I thought even this provision very
merciful and kind.

Here again, I was greatly pleased with the inscriptions on the wall, which were
scraps of plain morality, easily remembered and understood : such as “ Love one
another ’—* God remembers the smallest creature in his creation:” and straight-
forward advice of that nature. The books and tasks of these smallest of scholars,
were adapted, in the same judicious manner, to their childish powers. When we
had examined these lessons, four morsels of girls (of whom one was blind) sang
a little song, about the merry month of May, which I thought (being extremely
dismal) would have suited an English November better. That done, we went to
see their sleeping-rooms on the floor above, in which the arrangements were no
less excellent and gentle than those we had seen below. And after observing that
the teachers were of a class and character well suited to the spirit of the place, I
took leave of the infants with a lighter heart than ever I have taken leave of pau-
per infants yet.

Connected with the House of Industry, there is also an Hospital, which was in
the best order, and had, I am glad to say, many beds unoccupied. It had one
fault, however, which is common to all American interiors: the presence of the
eternal, accursed, suffocating, red-hot demon of a stove, whose breath would
blight the purest air under Heaven.

There are two establishments for boys in this same neighbourhood. One is
called the Boylston school, and is an asylum for neglected and indigent boys who
have committed no crime, but who in the ordinary course of things would very
soon be purged of that distinction if they were not taken from the hungry streets
and sent here, The other is a House of Reformation for Juvenile Offenders.
They are both under the same roof, but the two classes of boys never come in
contact.

The Boylston boys, as may be readily supposed, have very much the advantage
of the others in point of personal appearance. They were in their school-room
when I came upon them, and answered correctly, without book, such questions as
where was England ; how far was it ; what was its population ; its capital city;
its form of government; and so forth. They sang a song too, about a farmer
sowing his seed : with corresponding action at such parts as ‘¢ *tis thus he sows,”
*he turns him round,” ‘“he claps his hands;" which gave it greater interest for
them, and accustomed them to act together,in an orderly manner. They appeared
exceedingly well-taught, and not better taught than fed ; for a more chubby-lock-
ing full-waistcoated set of boys, I never saw.

The juvenile offenders had not such pleasant faces by a great deal, and in this
establishment there were many boys of colour. Isaw them first at their work
(basket-making, and the manufacture of palm-leaf hats), afterwards in their school,
where they sang a chorus in praise of Liberty: an odd, and, one would think,
rather aggravating, theme for prisoners. These boys are divided into four classes,
each denoted by a numeral, worn on a badge upon the arm. On the arrival of a
newcomer, he is put into the fourth or lowest class, and left, by good behaviour,
to work his way up into the first. The design and object of this Institution is to
reclaim the youthful criminal by firm but kind and judicious treatment; to make
his prison a place of purificafion and improvement, not of demoralisation and
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corruption ; to impress upon him that there is but one path, and that one sober
industry, which can ever lead him to happiness ; to teach him how it may be
trodden, if his footsteps have never yet been led that way ; and to lure him back
to it if they have strayed : in a word, to snatch him from destruction, and restore
him to society a penitent and useful member. The importance of such an estab-
lishment, in every point of view, and with reference to every consideration of
humanity and social policy, requires no comment,

One other establishment closes the catalogue. It is the House of Correction
for the State, in which silence is strictly maintained, but where the prisoners have
the comfort and mental relief of secing each other, and of working together.
This is the improved system of Prison Discipline which we have imported into
England, and which has been in successful operation among us for some years

ast.

. America, as a new and not over-populated country, has in all her prisons, the
one great advantage, of being enabled to find useful and pr(;lilabzc work for
the inmates; whereas, with us, the prejudice against prison labour is naturally
very strong, and almost insurmountable, when honest men who have not offended
against the laws are frequently doomed to seek employment in vain. Even in the
United States, the principle of bringing convict labour and free labour into a com-
petition which must obviously be to the disadvantage of the latter, has already
found many opponents, whose number is not likely to diminish with access of
years.

For this very reason though, our best prisons would seem at the frst glance to
be better conducted than those of America. The treadmill is conducted with
little or no noise; five hundred men may pick oakum in the same room, without a
sound ; and both kinds of labour admit of such keen and vigilant superintendence,
as will render even a word of personal communication amongst the prisoners
almost impossible. On the other hand, the noise of the loom, the forge, the car-
penter’s hammer, or the stonemason’s saw, greatly favour those opportunities of
mtercourse—hurried and brief no doubt, but opportunities still—which these
several kinds of work, by rendering it necessary for men to be employed very
near to each other, and often side by side, without any barrier or partition between
them, in their very nature present. A visitor, too, requires to reason and reflect a
little, before the sight of a number of men engaged in ordinary labour, such as heis
accustomed to out of doors, will impress him half as strongly as the contemplation
of the same persons in the same place and garb would, if they were occupied in
some task, marked and degraded everywhere as belonging only to felons in jails.
In an American state prison or house of correction, I found it difficult at first to
persuade myself that I was really in a jail : a place of ignominious punishment
and endurance. And to this hour I very much question whether the humane
boast that it is not like one, has its root in the true wisdom or philosophy of the
matter.

I hope I may not be misunderstood on this subject, for it is one in which T take
astrong and deep interest. I incline as little to the sickly feeling which makes
every canting lie or maudlin speech of a notorious criminal a subject of newspaper
report and general sympathy; as I do to those good old customs of the good old
times which made England, even so recently as in the reign of the Third King
George, in respect of her criminal code and her prison regulations, one of the
most bloody-minded and barbarous countries on the earth. If I thought it would
do any good to the rising generation, T would cheerfully give my consent to the
disinterment of the bones of any genteel highwayman (the more genteel, the more
cheerfully), and to their exposure, piecemeal, on any sign-post, gate, or gibbet,
that might be deemed a good elevation for the purpose. My reason is as wel]
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‘convinced that these gentry were as utterly worthless and debauched villains, as

it is that the laws and jails hardened them in their evil courses, or that their won-
derful escapes were eflected by the prison-turnkeys who, in those admirable days,
had always been felons themselves, and were, to the last, their bosom friends and
pot-companions, At the same time I know, as all ‘men do or should, that the
subject of Prison Discipline is one of the highest importance to any community ;
and that in her sweeping reform and bright example to other countries on this
head, America has shown great wisdom, great benevolence, and exalted policy.
In contrasting her system with that which we have modelled upon it, I merely
seek to show that with all its drawbacks, ours has some advantages of its own.

The House of Corréction which has led to these remarks, is not walled, like
ather prisons, but is palisaded round about with tall rough stakes, somclhir}gaf:[f:! the
manner of an enclosure for keeping elephants in, as we see it represented in Eastern
prints and pictures. The prisoners wear a parti-coloured dress; and those who
are sentenced to hard labour, work at nail-making, or stone-cutting. When I was
there, the latter class of labourers were #mployed upen the stone for a new cus-
tom-house in course of erection at Boston. They appeared to shape it skilfully
and with expedition, though there were very few among them (if any) who had
not acquired the art within the prison gates. y < f

The women, all in one large room, were employed in making light clothing,
for New Orleans and the Southern States. They did their work in silence like
the men; and like them were overlooked by the person contracting for their
labour, or by some agent of his appointment. In addition to this, they are every
moment liable to be visited by the prison officers appointed for that purpose.

The arrangements for cooking, washing of clutrcsr and so forth, are much
upon the plan of those I have seen at home. Their mode of bestowing the
prisoners-at night (which is of geéneral ndnp_{mn)chilgrs from ours, and is both
simple and effective. In the centre of a lofty area, lighted by windows in the
four walls, are five tiers of cells, one above the other; each tier having ]m!’ore it &
light iron gallery, attainable by stairs of the same construction and material : ex-
cepting the lower one, which is on the ground. Bchn_ul these, Iu}clc to back \f.'llil
them and facing the opposite wall, are five comesponding rows of cells, accessible
by similar means : so that supposing the prisoners locked up in their cells, an
officer stationed on the ground, with his back to the wall, has half their number
under his eye at once; the remaining half being equally under the observation
of another officer on the opposite side ; and all in one great apartment. Unless
this watch be corrupted or sleeping on his post, it is impossible for a man to
escape; for even in the event of his forcing the iron door of his cell without
noise (which is exceedingly improbable), the moment he appears outside, and steps
into that one of the five galleries on which it is situated, he must be plainly and
fully visible to the officer below. Each of these cells holds a small truckle bed,
in which one prisoner sleeps; never more. It is small, of course ; and the door
being not solid, but grated, and without blind or curtain, the prisoner within is
at all times exposed to the observation and inspection of any guard who may pass
along that tier at any hour or minute of the night. Every day, the prisoners
receive their dinner, singly, through a trap in the kitchen wall: and each man
carries his to his sleeping cell to eat it, where he is locked up, alone, for that
purpose; one hour., The whole of this arrangement struck me as being admirable;
and I hope that the next new prison we erect in England may be builton this plan,

Iwas given to understand that in this prison no swords or fire-arms, or even
cudgels, are kept ; nor is it probable that, so !ong as its present cxt:ul](-_nl manage.
ment continues, any weapon, offensive or defensive, will ever be required within.
its bounds,




