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CHAPTER III 
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40. Meanwhile He, whom 80 many in their own waya 
were hoping for, was in the midst of them, though they 
BU8pected it not. Little could they think that He about 
whom they were speculating and praying was growing up 
in a carpenter's home away in despised Nazareth. Yet 
80 it was. There He was preparing Himself for Hia 
career. His mind was busy grasping the vast proportions 
of the task bef ore Him, as the prophecies of the past and 
the facts of the case determined it; His eyes were looking 
forth on the country, and His heart smarting with the 
sense of its sin and t1hame. In Himself He felt moving the 
gigantic powers necessary to cope with the vast design; 
and the desire was gradually growing to an irresistible 
passion, to go forth and utter the thought within Him, 
and do the work which had been given Him to do. 

41. Jesus had only three years to accomplish His life
work. If we remember how quickly three years in an 
ordinary life pass away, and how little at their close there 
usually is to show for them, we shall see what must have 
been the size and quality of that character, and what the 
unity and intensity of design in that lif e, which in 80 

marvelously short a time made such a deep and ineffaceable 
impression on the world, and left to mankind such a 
heritage of truth and influence. 

42. It is generally allowed that Jesus appeared as a 
pul,lic man with a mind whose ideas were completely 
developed and arranged, with a character sharpened over 
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38 .THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST 

its whole surface into perfect definiteness, and with designa 
that marched forward to their ends without hesitation. 
No deflection took place during the three years from the 
linea on which at the beginning of tbem He was moving. 
Tbe reason of this must have been, tbat, during the thirty 
years before His public work began, His ideas, His char
acter and designa went tbrough all tbe stages oí a thorough 
development. U npretentious as tbe externa! aspects of 
His life at N azareth were, it was, below tbe surface, a life 
of intensity, variety, and grandeur. Beneath ita silence 
and obscurity there went on all tbe processes of growth 
wbich issued in tbe magnificent flower and fruit to which 
all ages now look back with wonder. His preparation 
!asted long. For one with His powers at command, thirty 
years of complete reticence and reserve were a long time. 
N othing was greater in Him afterwards than the majestic 
reserve in both speech and action which characterized Him, 
This, too, was learned in N azaretb. There He waited till 
the hour of the completion of His preparation struck. 
N othing could tempt Him forth before tbe time---not the 
burning desire to interfere witb indignant protest amidst 
tbe crying corruptions and mistakes of the age, not even 
tbe swelling¡; of tbe passion to do His fellow-men good. 

43. At last, however, He threw down the carpenter's 
tools, laid aside the workman's dress, and bade His home 
and the beloved valley of N azareth farewell. Still, how
ever, all was not ready. His manhood, though it had 
waxed in secret to such noble proportions, still required a 
peculiAr endowment for the work He had to do; and His 
ideas and designs, mature as they were; required t.o be 
hardencd in tbe fire oí a momentous tria!. The two final 
incidents of His preparation-the Baptism and the Temp
tation-had still to take place. 

44. His Baptism.-Jesus did not descend on the nation 
from the obscurity of Nazareth without note of warning. 
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His work may be said to have been begun before He Him
self put His hand to it. 

45. Once more, befare hearing the voice of its Messiah, 
the nation was to hear the long-silent voice of prophecy. 
The news went through nll the country that in the desert 
of Judrea a preacher had appeared-not like the mumblers 
of dead ruen's ideas who spoke in the synagogues, or the 
courtier-like, smooth-tongued teachers of J erusalem, but a 
rude, strong man, speaking from the heart to the heart, 
with the authority of one who was sure of his inspiration. 
He had been a N azarite from the womb; he had lived for 
years in tbe desert, wandering, in communion with his 
own heart, beside the lonely sbores of the Dead Sea; he 
was ciad in the hair cloak and leather girdle of the old 
prophets ; and his ascetic rigor sought no finer fare than 
locusls and the wild honey which he found in the wilder
ness. Ye! he knew life well; he was acquainted with ali 
tbe evils oí the time, the hypocrisy of tbe religious parties, 
and the corruption oí the masses: he had a wonderful 
power of searching the heart and shaking the conscience, 
and withoul fear laid bare the darling sins oí every class. 
But that which most of ali attracted attention t.o him and 
tbrilled every J ewish heart from one end of the land to the 
other, was the message which he bore. It was nothing lees 
than that the Messiah was just at hand, and about to set 
up the kingdom of God. All J erusalem poured out to 
him; the Pharisees were eager to hear tbe Messianic news ; 
and even the Sadducees were stirred for a moment from 
their lethargy. The provinces sent forth their thousands 
to his preaching, and the scattered and hidden ones who 
longed and prayed for the redemption of Israel flocked to 
welcome the heart-stirring promise. But along with it 
J ohn had another message, which excited very different 
feelings in diJl'erent minds. He had to tell his hearers 
that the nation as a whole was ntterly unprepared for the 
Messiah; that the mere fact of their descent from Abraham 
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would not be a sufficient token of admission to His kingdom; 
it was to be a kingdom of righteousness and holiness, and 
Christ's very first work would be to reject ali who were not 
marked with these qualities, as the farmer winnows away 
the chaff with his fan, and the master of the vineyard 
hews down every tree that brings forth no fruit. There
fore he called the nation at large-<Jvery class and every 
individual-to repentance, so long as there still was time, 
as an indispensable preparation for enjoying the blessings 
of the new epoch; and, as an outward symbol of this inward 
change, he baptized in the J ardan ali who received his 
message with faith. Many were stirred with fear and 
hope and submitted to the rite, but many more were 
irritated by the exposure of their sins and turned away in 
anger and unbelief. Among these were the Pharisees, 
upon whom he was specially severe, and who were deeply 
offended because he had treated so lightly their desceni 
from Abraham, on which they laid so much stress. 

46. One day there appeared among the Baptist's hearers 
One who particularly attracted his attention, and made 
his voice, which had never faltered when accusing in the 
most vigorous language of reproof even the highest teachers 
and priests of the nation, tremble with self-distrust. And, 
when He presented Himself, after the discourse was done, 
among the candidates íor baptism, J ohn drew back, feeling 
that This was no subject for the bath of repentance, which 
without hesitation he had administered to ali others, and 
that he himself had no right to baptize Him. There were 
in His face a majesty, a purity, and a peace which smote 
the man of rock with the sense of unworthiness and sin. 
It was J esus, who had come straight hither from the work
shop of Nazareth. John and Jesus appear never to have 
met before, though their families were related and the 
connection of their careers had been predicted before their 
birth. This may have been due to the distance of their 
homes in Galilec and J udrea, and still more to the Baptist's , 
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peculiar habits. But, when, in obedience to thc injunction 
of J esus, J ohn proceeded to administer the rite, he learned 
the meaning of the overpowering impression which the 
Stranger had made on him; far the sign was given by 
which, as God had instructed him, he was to recognize the 
Messiah, whosc forerunner he was. The Holy Ghost de
scended on J esus, as He emerged from the water in the 
attitude of prayer, and the voice of God pronounced Him 
in thunder His beloved Son. 

47. The impression made on John by the very look of 
J esus reveals far better than many words could do His 
aspect, when He was about to begin His work, and the 
qualities of the character which in N azareth had been 
slowly ripening to ful! maturity. 

48. The baptism itself had an important significance 
for Jesus. To the other candidates who underwent the rite 
it had a double meaning: it signified the abandonment of 
their old sins, and their entrance into thc new Messianic 
era. To J esus it could not have the former meaning, 
except in so far as He may have identified Himself with 
His nation, and taken this way of expressing His sense of 
its need of cleansing. But it meant that He too was now 
entering through this door into the new epoch, of which 
He was Himself to be the Author. It expressed His sense 
that the time had come to leave behind the employments 
of N azareth and devote himself to His peculiar work. 

49. But still more importan! was the deseen! upan Him 
of the Holy Ghost. This was neither a meaningless dis
play nor merely a signa! to the Baptist. It was the symbol 
of a special gift then given to qualify Him far His work, 
and crown the long development of His peculiar powers. 
It is a forgotten truth that the manhood of Jesus was from 
first to last dependent on the Holy Ghost. We are apt to 
imagine that its connection with His divine nature 
rendered this unnecessary. On the contrary, it made it 
far more necessary, for in order to be the or¡¡an of His 
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divine nature, Ria human nature had both to be endowed 
with the highest gifts and constantly sustained in their 
exercise. We are in the habit of attributing the wisdom 
and grace of Ria words, His supernatural knowledge of 
even the tboughts of men, and the miracles He performed, 
to His divine nature. But in the Gospels they are con
stantly attributed to the Roly Ghost. This does not mean 
that they were independent of His divine natura, but that 
in them His human nature was enabled to be the organ of 
His divine nature by a peculiar gift of tbe Holy Ghost. 
This güt was given Him at His baptism. It was analogous 
to tbe possession of prophets, like Isaiah and J eremiah, . 
with the Spirit of inspiration on those occasions, of which 
they have left accounts, when they were called to begin 
their public life, and to the special outpouring of the same 
influence still sometimes given at their ordination to those 
who are about to begin the work of the ministry. But to 
Him it was given without measure, while to others it has 
always been given only in measure; and it comprised 
especially the gift of miraculous powers. 

50. The Temptation.-An immediate efl'ect of this 
new endowment appears to have been one often experienced, 
in less degree, by others who, in their own measure, have 
received tbis same gift of the Spirit for work. His whole 
being was excited about His work, His desires to be engaged 
in it were raised to the highest pitch, and his thoughts 
were intensely occupied about the means of its accomplish
ment. Although His preparation for it had been going on 
for many years, although His whole heart had long been 
fixed on it, and His plan had been clearly settled, it was 
natural that, when the divine signa] had been given that 
it was forthwith to commence, and He felt Himself sud
denly put in possession of the supernatural powers necessary 
for carrying it out, His mind should be in a tumult of 
crowcling thoughts and feelings, and He should seek a 
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place of solitude to revolve once more the whole situation. 
Accorclingly, He hastily retreated from the bank of the 
Jordan, driven, we are told, by the Spirit, which had just 
been given Him, into the wilderness, where, for forty days, 
He wandered among the sandy dunes and wild mountains, 
His mind being so highly strung with the emotions and 
ideas which crowded on Him, that He forgot even to eat. 

51. Bu\ it is with surprise and awe we learn that His 
soul was, during those days, the scene of a frightful 
struggle. He was tempted of Satan, we are told. What 
could He be tempted with at a time so sacred? To under
stand this we must recall what has been said of the stste 
of the J ewish nation, and especially the nature of the 
Messianic hopes which they were indulging. They ex• 
pected a Messiah who would work dazz!ing wonders and 
establish a world-wide empire with Jerusalem as its center, 
and !bey had postponed the ideas of righteousness and 
holiness to these. They completely inverted the divine 
conception of the kingdom, which could not but give the 
spiritual and moral elements precedence of material and 
política! considerations. N ow wbat J esus was tempted to 
do was, in carrying out the great work which His Father 
had committed to Him, to yield in sorne measure to these 
expectations. Re must have foreseen tbat, unless He did 
so, the nation would be clisappointed and probably turn 
away from Him in unbelief and anger. The difl'erent 
temptations were only various modifications of this one 
thought. The suggestion that He should turn stones into 
bread to satisfy His hunger was a temptation to use the 
power of working miracles, with which He had just been 
endowed, for a purpose inferior to !hose for which alone it 
had been given, and was the precursor of such temptations 
in His after-life as the demand of the multitude to show 
them a sign, or that He should come down from the cross, 
that !bey might believe Him. The suggestion that He 
should leap from the pinnacle of the temple was probably 
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also a temptation to gratify the vulgar desire for wonders, 
because it was a part of the popular belief that the Messiah 
should appear suddenly. and in sorne marvellous way; as, 
f or instance, by a leap from the temple roof into the midst 
of the erowds aRsembled below. The third and greatest 
temptation, to win the empire of all the kingdoJru of the 
world by an act of worship to the Evil One, was manifestly 
only a symbol of obedience to the universal Jewish con
ception of the coming kingdom as a vast structure of 
material force. lt was a temptation which erery worker 
for God, weary with the 1olow progress of goodness, must 
often feel, and to which cven good and earnest roen have 
eometimes given way-to begin at the outside instead of 
within, to get fir~t a great shell of externa! conformity to 
religion, and afterwards fill it with a reality. lt was the 
temptation to which irahomet yielded when he used the 
sword to subdue those whom he was afterwards to make 
religious, and to which the Jesuits yielded when they 
baptized the heathen first and evangelized them afterwards. 

52. lt is with awe we think of these suggestions pre
senting themselves to the holy soul of J esus. Could He 
be tempted to distrust God, and even to worship the Evil 
One? No doubt the tcmptations were flung from Him, as 
the impotent billows retire broken from the breast of the 
rock on which they have dashed themselves. But these 
temptations pressecl in on Him, not only at this time, but 
often before in the Talley of Nazareth, and often after
wards, in the heats and criscs of His life. We must 
remember that it is no sin to be temptecl, it is only sin to 
yield to temptation. And, indeed, the more absolutely 
pure a soul is, the more painf ul will be tbc point of the 
temptation, as it pre~ses for admission into his brcast. 

53. Although the tempter only departed from Jesus for 
a season, this was a decisive struggle; he was thoroughly 
beaten back, and his power broken at its heart. llilton 
has indicated this by finishing bis Paradise Regained at 
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this point. J esus emerged from the wilderness with the 
plan of His life, which, no doubt, had been formed long 
bef ore, hardened in the fire of trial. N othing is more 
conspicuous in His after-Iif e than the rcsolution with which 
He carried it out. Other roen, evcn those who have accom
plishcd the grcatest tasks, have i;ometimes had no definite 
plan, but only seen by degrces in the evolution of circum
stances the path to pursue; their purposes have been 
modified by cvents and the advice of others. But Jesus 
startcd with His plan perfected, and never deviated from 
it by a hair's-breadth. He resented the interference of 
His mother or His chief disciple with it as steadfastly as 
He bore it through the fiery opposition of open enemies. 
And His plan was to cstablish the kingdom of God in the 
hearts of individuals, and rely not on the weapons of 
political and material strength, but only on the power of 
love and the force of truth. 



THE DIVISIONS OF HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY 

54. The public ministry of J esus is general] y reckoned 
to have !asted three years. Each of them had peculiar 
features of its own. The first may be called the Year of 
Obscurity, both because the records of it which we possess 
are very scanty, and because He seems during it to have 
been only slowly emerging into public notice. It was 
spent for the most part in J udrea. The second was the 
Year of Public Favor, dming which the country had 
become thoroughly aware of Him, His activity was in
cessant, and His fame rang through the length and breadth 
of the land. It was almos! wholly passed in Galilee. The 
third was the Year of Opposition, when the public favor 
ebbed away, His enemies multiplied and assailed Him 
with more and more pertinacity, and at last He fell a 
victim to tbeir hatred. The first six months of this final 
year were passed in Galilee, and the last six in other parta 
of the land. 

55. Thus the life of the Savior in its externa! outline 
resembled that of many a reformer and benefactor of man
kind. Such a life often begins with a period during which 
the public is gradually made aware of the new man in its 
midst; then passes into a period when his doctrine or re
form is borne aloft on the shoulders of popularity; and 
ends with a reaction, when the old prejudices and interests 
which have been assailed by him rally from his attack and, 
gaining to themselves the passions of the crowd, crush him 
in their rage. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE YEAR OF OBSCURITY 

56. The records of this year which we possess are ex
tremely meagcr, comprising only two or three incidents, 
which may be here enumerated, especially as they form a 
kind of programme of His future work. 

57. When He emerged from the wilderness after the 
forty days of temptation, with His grasp of His future 
plan tightencd by that awfu] struggle and with thc inspira
tion of His baptism still swelling His heart, He appearcd 
once more on the bank of the Jordan, and John pointed 
Him out as the great Successor to himself of whom he had 
often spoken. He cspecially introduced Him to sorne of 
the choicest of his own disciples, who immediately became 
His followers. Probably the very first of thesc to whom 
He spoke was the man who was aft.erwards to be His 
favoritc disciple, and to give to the world the divincst 
portrait of His character and liíe. John the Evangelist
for he it was-has left an account of this first meeting 
and the intcrview that followed it, which retains in all its 
freshness the impression which Christ's majesty and purity 
made on his receptive mind. The other young men who 
attached thcmselvcs to Him at thc same time wcre Andrew, 

• Peter, Philip, and Xathanael. Thcy had been preparcd 
for their new ~faster by their intercourse with the Baptist, 
and although they did not at once give up their employ
menta and f ollow Him in the same way as they did at a 
later period, they reccived impressions at their very first 
meeting which decided their whole after-career. The 
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Baptist's disciples do not eeein to have at once gone over in 
a body to Cbrist. But the best of them did so. Some 
mischief-makers endeavored to excite envy in bis mind by 
pointing out how bis infiuence was passing away to Anótber. 
But they little understood that great man, wbose cbief 
greatness was bis humility. He answered them tbat it 
was bis joy to decrease, while Christ increased, for it was 
Cbrist who as the Bridegroom was to lead home the bride, 
while he was only the Bridegroom's friend, whose happiness 
consisted in seeing the crown of festa! joy placed on the 
head of another. 

58. With His newly attached followers Jesus departed 
from the scene of John'e ministry, and went north to Cana 
in Galilee, to attend a marriage to which He had been 
invited. Here He made the :first display of the miraculous 
powers with whicb He had been recently endowed, by 
tuming water into wine. It was a manifestation of His 
glory intended epecially for bis new disciples, who, we are 
told, thenceforward believed on Him, which means, no 
doubt, that they were fully convinced that He was the 
Messiah. It was intended also to etrike the key-note of 
His ministry as altogether different from the Baptist's. 
John was an aecetic hermit, wbo fled from the abodes of 
men and oalled bis hearers out into the wildemese. But 
Jesus had glad tidings to bring to men's hearths; He was 
to mingle in their common life, and produce a happy 
revolution in their circumstances, which would be like the 
turning of the water of their life into wine. 

69. Soon after ibis miracle He returned again to Judma 
to attend the Passover, and gave a still more striking proof 
of the joyful and enthusiastic mood in which He was then 
living, by purging the temple of the eellers of animals and 
the money-changers, who had introduced tbeir traffic into 
its courts. These persone were allowed to carry on their 
sacrilegioue trade under the pretence of accommodating 
&trangen who came to worship at Jerasalem, by aelling 

THE YEAR OF OBSCURITY 51 

them the victime which they could not bring from foreign 
countries, and supplying, in exchange for foreign money, 
the Jewish coins in which alone they could pay their temple 
dues. But what had been begun under the veil of a 
pious pretext had ended in gross disturbance of the worship, 
and in elbowing the Gentile proselytes from the place 
which God had allowed them in His house. J esus had 
probably often witnessed the disgraceful scene with indig
nation during His visite to Jerusalem, and now, with the 
prophetic zeal of His baptism upon Him, He broke out 
against it. The same look of irresistible purity and 
majesty which had appalled John, when He sought baptism, 
prevented any resistance on the part of the ignoble crew, 
and made the onlookers recognize the lineaments of the 
prophets of ancient days, before wbom kings and crowds 
alike were wont to quail. It was the beginning of His 
reformatory work against the religious abuses of the 
fime. 

60. He wrought other miracles during tbe feast, which 
must have excited mucb talk among the pilgrims from 
every land who crowded the city. One result of them was 
to bring to His lodging one night the venerable and 
anxious inquirer to whom He delivered the marvellous 
discourse on the nature of the new kingdom He had come 
to found, and the grounds of admission to it, which has 

· been preserved to us in the third chapter of Jobn. It 
seemed a hopeful sign that one of the heads of the nation 
should approach Him in a spirit so humble; but Nicodemus 
was the only one of them on whose mind the :first display 
of the llessiah's power in the capital produced a deep and 
favorable impression. 

61. Thus far we follow clearly the :first steps of Jesus. 
But at this point our information in regard to the :first 
year of His ministry, after commencing witb such fulness, 
comes to ª. sudden stop, and f or the next eight months :,re 
learn nothmg more about Him but that He was baptizing 
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in Judrea-" though Jesus Himself baptized not, but His 
disciples "-and that He "made and baptized more dis
ciples than John." 

62. What can be the meaning of such a blank? It is to 
be noted, too, that it is only in the Fourth Gospel that we 
receive even the details given above. The Synoptists omit 
the :fi.rst year of the ministry altogether, beginning their 
narrative with the ministry in Galilee, and merely indicat
ing in the most cursory manner that there was an ante
cedent ministry in Judrea. 

63. It is very difficult to explain all this. The most 
natural explanation would perhaps be, that the incidents 
of this year were imperfectly known at the time when the 
Gospels were composed. It would be quite natural that 
the details of the period when Jesus had not attracted much 
public attention should be much less accurately remembered 
than those of the period when He was by far the best known 
personage in the country. But, indeed, the Synoptists ali 
through take little notice of what happened in Judrea, till 
the close of His life draws nigh. It is to J ohn we are 
indebted for the connected narrative of His various visits 
to the south. 

64. But J ohn, at least, could scarcely have been ignorant 
of the incidents of eight months. We shall perhaps be 
conducted to the explanation by attending to the little
noticed fact, which John communicates, that for a time 
Jesus took up the work of the Baptist. He baptized by 
the hands of Ris disciples, and drew even larger crowds 
than John. Must not this mean that Re was convinced, 
by the small impression which His manifestation of Him
seli at the Passover had made, that the nation was utterly 
unprepared for receiving Rim yet as the Messiah, and that 
what was needed was the extension of the preparatory work 
of repentance and baptism, and accordingly, keeping in 
the background His higher character, became for the time 
the colleague of J ohn ? This view is confumed by the 
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fact, that it was upon J ohn's imprisonment at this year's 
end that he opened fully Ris Messianic career in Galilee. 

65. A still deeper explanation of the silence of the 
Synoptists over this period, and their scant notice of 
Christ's subsequent visits to Jerusalem, has been suggested. 
Jesus carne primarily to the Jewish nation, whose authori
tative representa ti ves were to be found at J erusalem. He 
was the Messiah promised to their fathers, the Fulfiller of 
the nation's history. He had indeed a far wider mission 
to the whole world, but He was to begin with the J ews, 
and at J erusalem. The nation, however, in its heads at 
J erusalem, rejected Him, and so He was compelled to 
found His world-wide community from a different center. 
This having become evident by the time the Gospels were 
written, the Synoptists passed His activity at the head
quarters of the nation, as a work with merely negative 
results, in great measure by, and concentrated attention on 
the period of His ministry when He was gathering the 
company of believing souls that was to form the nucleus 
of the Christian Church. However this may be, certainly 
at the close of the first year of the ministry of J esus there 
fell already over J udrea and J erusalem the shadow of an 
awful coming event-the shadow of that most frightful of 
ali national crimes which the world has ever witnessed the 
rejection and cruci:6.xion by the Jews of their Messiah.' 


