
CHAPTER LI 

THE CO CLUSIO OF PEACE 

PRESIDENT PoLK was kept pretty accurately inf ormed of 
the progress of the treaty through the enate, and sorne days 
before the final. vote he learned that it would probably be 
ratified with amendments. But what view the Mexican 
Congress might take of the amendments thus grafted upon 
the treaty was a matter upan which the American admin­
istration had no means of inf ormation, and which gave much 
concem to the President and still more to his Secretary of 
State. Buchanan, who a few days before had been con­
tending that the treaty was not sufficiently favorable to the 
U nited States, now became alarmed lest it might be lo t ¡ 
and it is evident that there was reasonable ground for 
an.'<iety upan this head. obody in Washington could feel 
sw·e that the changes in the pbraseology of tbe articles oí 
the treaty which related to such matters, far example, as 
the free exercise of religion or the protection of the property 
of religious corporations, might not prove suffi.cient to turn 
the majority of the Mexican Congress again t ratification, 
anda failure of the treaty would have been deeply mortify­
ing to the American administration. Probably most people 
would not have stopped to apportion the blame, orto re­
flect that all changes in phraseology were the work of the 
Senate and not of the President and his advisers; but they 
would unquestionably have looked with impatience and 
indignation at the prolongation of a war of which every one 
was tired. 

The President therefore tbought it important to send the 
treaty to Mexico by the hands of an American commissioner, 
who could explain the situation clearly and persuade the 
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Mexicans to accept the modifi t. 
After consulting the cabinet te_~ ions made by the Senate. 
day, the seventh of forch : Ids ~~gular meeting on Tue -
mi. ion to Louis McLane, of B~t: ~d to in trust the com­
qwte two years befare from th .º~e, who had retired not 
land. McLane' Ion di e_ poSitio~ of minister to Eng-
mendable qualities s!m~lº::~ekenc~ and other com­
for the duty • but he w 1 e errunently qualified 
f d h ' as no onger young d h . eare t e fatirues of th . an e evidently 
wife was made :n excuse f: J~ur~.e~. The ill-health of his 

After much pe lexit r ec ~g the appointment. 
eleventh of 1arc~th/ d the af Pres1dent on Saturday, tbe 
ratification-again dis ady ter the Senate had advised 

d cusse the subJ. ect 'th his 
an reached the decision t . . Wl cabinet 
kansas, to undertake tbe .º _mVIte Se1:13-tor Sevier, of Ar~ 
the enate Cornm.ittee o:"; 10~. SeVIer was chairman of 
r~used, on several obvious oreign ~elations, and at .first 
s~ted, and after a day's reflgr~1;llldsS ~ut the President in­
His nomination was sent in :c ion eVIer consented to go. 
Tuesday, witb that of Robert º1ih~enate on tbe following 
a gentleman who had s d . alsh, of Pennsylvania-
. B . erve as secretary f th 
m razil and was understood to read .º e legation 
and Spanish-as secretary of the ca and_ ~te both French 
confirmed on the same d . . nurussion. Both were 
tb ay, and m the f e treaty as amended b th S mean lffie a copy of 
Butler in Mexico with / t ~ enate was sent to General 
be followed by ,: a e ~ ~ men~ that the letter would 
te t . 0mnnss1oner mve t d • b n 1ary Powers" in tb e . wit Plenipo-

Th . e course of a few d 1 

e mstructions to Sevier w .ªY · 
the President had invited bim t ere dated J_ust a week after 
by explaining that his whol do f º to Mexico. They began 
every honorable eff ort to ob~ru: iro:ould cons~t "in using 
ment a ratification of the treaty . th ~he M.exican govern­
been ratified by tbe Senate. m . e ?rm m which it has 
cable delay." He was advis~dand this witb ~be least practi­
as po ible by pez anal confere~~ pe1form this ~ut~ as much 
notes which might lead to endl esdis, _and t? avo1d ~plomatic 

e cu 10ns and mdefinite 
i Polk's Diary, llI, 368-382. 
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delay; and he was furnished with an outline of the argumenta 
which might safely be employed to prove the advantages to 
Mexico of a prompt ending of the war. Buchanan again 
reverted to the idea of "taking the f ull measure of indemnity 
into our own hands," which he had induced the President 
to embody in bis annual message, and which had been the 
subject of much adverse comment in Congress. 

"Should the war be renewed," Buchanan wrote in the instructions to 
Sevier, "instead of purchasing at a fair price a portion of the terri­
tories which we have been obliged to conquer and which are now in our 
undisturbed possession, and restoring the reroainder to Mexico, we 
shall be compelled to appropriate, without pecuniary compensation, a 
just and ample indemnity in Mexican territory for ali the expenses of 
the war." 1 

At the same time a note was addressed to the Minister of 
Foreign Relations of the Mexican republic, in which the 
action of the Senate was explained and each of the seven 
amendments made by it was taken up in turn and discussed. 
The view was expressed that none of the amendments was 
of such a character that the Mexican government should 
have any difficulty in agreeing to them. The tone of the 
note was extremely conciliatory. 

11 It afJords me," said Buchanan, "sincere satisfaction to observe 
that none of tbe leading f eatures of the treaty have been changed. 
Neither the delineation of the boundaries between the two republics, 
nor the consideration to be paid to Mexico for the extension of the 
boundaries of the United Sta.tes, nor the obligation of the Jatter to 
restrain the Indians within their limits from committing hostilities 
on the territories of Mexico, nor, indeed, any other stipulation of na­
tional importance to either of the parties has been stricken from the 
treaty by the Senate. In all these important features it remains sub­
stantially as it was when it ca.me from the hands of the negotiators.1' 1 

1 Buahanan to Sevier, March 18, 1848¡ H. R. Doc. 50, 30 Cong., 2 881111,, 

47-52. 
1 Buchanan to Minister of Foreign Rela.tions, Ma.rch 18, 1848; ibid., 42. 

The draft of this despa.tch was read a.t a cabinet meeting held on Tuesday, 
March 14, and for the next two da.ys there wa.s constant discussioo among t:118 

members of the administration as to the form of the document and the ID· 

structions to be given to Sevier. See Polk's Diary, III, 383-388. 
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These papers had been draft d 
seemed to have been taken t e ~d every precaution 
Mexican Congress when th ; p~~p1tiate or persuade the 
d~y afternoon that Sevier ... e r~i ent !earned on the Fri-
his h . . ..as senou ]y ill O h p ys1e1an had refused t . , mue so that 
His immed.iate departure w~ pe~t any one to visit hi.m. 
After consulting Buchan ·t obV1ously out of the que tion. 
the danger that the M ª? I was agreed that, in view of 
accept the Senate's ame:~can t government might refuse to 
be made at once "It en s, another appointment must 
t' · was a case of em Ime was to be lost" was the p 'd ergency, and no 
and Buchanan con~urred in thi:~n ent~~ conc1usion; and he 
the A.ttorney-General g t~t Nathan Clifford 
Cliff ord agreed to o '. was the ~ttest person for the pos/ 
for the public servi!e if !~ P~es1dent thought it nec~ 
proved the next mo~ eV1d er, whose condition wa.s im-
chanan lik · g, an who was consulted b B 

, ewise approved. Accordin 1 h . y u-
Saturday, the eighteenth of M h g y. t e President on 
associate commissioner t tare , norrunated Cliff ord as 
Sevier, in case the latt~r ¡o:d sep;rately, or joint]y with 
to follow and J. oin him m· M . so ar recover a.s to be able 
firm exico The no . t. 

ed at once, and that same ni h . mma ion was con-
off for Mexico 1 Cliff d g t Cliff ord and W alsh set 

· or wa.s hand d th · · 
had been prepared for Sevie d e ~ mstruct1ons which 
particulars as if these inst r, :~ was directed to act in ali 
dressed to Sevier and hims ~~ ~o~ had been formally ad­
of Mexico on the eleventh ;f 1ºu:it y.2 He reached the city 

Three days after Cliff ord leri\v ash. 
H erald, by one of those pieces of " mgto~ t~e N ew york 
done so much to discredit Am . en~erpnse which have 
the text of the treaty together ~~~an Journalism, published 
correspondence sent 'by the p 'da part of the confidential 
P~ident, who had what R.~ Sent to the Senate. The 
scnbes as the Scottish trait of v . . tevenson pleasantly de­
f ~r the congenial exercise of k al~g ~ secret for itself and 
dignant; hut there was really ge:p:g it, was extremely in-

• . 0 reason to f ear Je,gt this 
!bid., III, 389-392 

ªB h . 
uc a.nanto Clifford, March 18, 1848; H. R. Doc. 50 30 Co 

' ng., 2 sess., 52, 
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publication, if reprinted in Mexico, might prejudice the 
chances of ratification. The Senate also professed ind.igna­
tion and instituted an inquiry by a committee as to the 
source whence the H e:rald obtained its inf ormation. u­
gent, the newspaper corre pondent, being brought before the 
committee, completely exonerated the tate Department, 
but ref used f urther information. He was arrested and com­
mitted to the custody of the sergeant-at-arms, and there, 88 

usual in such cases, the matter ended.1 

Two days after the publication in the N ew York H e:raul 
Senator Sevier had so far recovered from his illness that he 
was able to start for Mexico, and, travelling rapidly, he ar­
rived at the capital on the fifteenth of April, only four days 
after Cliff ord. 

During the period of a little more than two months which 
had then elapsed since the signature of the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, political conditions in Mexico had re­
mained practically uncbanged. The command of the Ameri­
can army had been turned over by cott to Butler; anta 
Anna had finally determined to cea.se from troubling, and 
had applied to the government for a passport to enable him 
to lea ve the country; a formal armistice had been adopted 
and signed; and the Mexican Congress was still without a 
quorum. These were facts easily learned by the commis­
sioners; but what the temper of the Mexican Congress migbt 
prove to be when it did meet was a matter about which it 
was difficult for them to gain any atisfactory assurances. 

Opinion in Mexico was evidently much divided upon the 
subject of peace with the United tates; but people in gen­
eral had very little knowledge as to what the terms agreed 
upon actually were. The negotiations had been conducted 
with the greate t possible secrecy, so that it was not until 
two or three days after they were concluded that the Mexi­
can newspapers began to announce that a treaty of sorne sort 
bad been signed, although they were quite unable to state 
its terms. But on the sixth of February the government 
had thought it wise to make an official statement. On tbat 

1 Polk's Diary, III, 398-414, pasBim. 
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<lay th M' · e 1D.1Ster of Relations sent · 
ernors of the several stat inf ~ circular to the gov-
fact of the signing of th t es t ormmg them of the bare 
stating that he would e.v:~:e of Guadalup~ Hidalgo, and 
soon as the treaty sho~d hav m cor.r~plete inf ormation as 
Congress. For the most part t~ rece~ed the sanction of 
were simple ack:nowled!?ID.ent f e rep es of the governors 

d h . o s o rece1pt althou h presse t eir regret that an t . , g sorne ex-
should have been made an~ t;~t~t with the United tates 
been made k:nown.1 ' a 1 s text should not have 

Wby the government persisted in . 
hard to see, but they probabl b li ~ policy of secrecy is 
cussion was confined to th by e eve that so long as dis­
on the one hand or a e et· roadd general question of peace 
th ' on mue state of w th ' e result was more likel t b f ar, on e other 
of the adjustment were io :ecimavt~·able ~han if the deta~ 
debate. e e SUbJect of newspaper 

The well-inf ormed British 1 • 
opinion as to the r eg~t10n was unable to forro an 
British diplomatic p a::~a:le :;¡tion of Congres , though th~ 
were eager to see the negºt~ t'ar ~epresentatives in Mexico 
d I o ia ion m which the h d b 
eep y concerned carried to a sf ul y a een so 

ing in the middle of Feb succes .. conclusion. Writ-
said that the signature of ~:¡' ~e frtISh chargé d'affaires 
sensation throughout Me . rea y a created a very great 

XlCO. 

"The Puro or Radical party " h . tri · , e continued " h L 
gumg underhand a good deal 'th th : w O uave been in-

taken ~ery much by surprize an~ave ~ American ~uthor_ities, were 
are trymg and will continue to try to th e;n thr?wn mto dismay and 
vent ratification. One of the d tri e u most m their power to pre­
been the annexation of this coun~ ~ they h~ve been preaching has 
means to prevent its fallin . t Y the Umted States, as the only 
were the real authors of ¡:) ota cotmplete state of anarchy, and they 
up a Re l • a e a tempt at a L · p vo ution against the Ge 1 G n ms otosí to get 
tunately entirely f ailed I ~era overnment, but which has for-
will b · am m great h th . e able to carry through the R tifi o~es at the Government 
llldeed they mismanage the matt a cat1on of the Treaty, unless 

er very much." t 

: Roa Bárcena, I nva.si.on Norte-A merica 
Doyle to Palmerston Feb 13 1848 Nna, 619. 

' · , , o.18;F. O. MSS. 
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. . n of attempting to prevent an .. 
The extraordinary notio. uld hardly have occurred 

ing mutm.y co bl archy by encon:ag xico. but a still more remarka e 
to any one ~utside of Me b' the opposition of well-to-do 
state of feelmg was rev~ed f rh ir country by the invaders. 
Mexicans to the evacua~1on o te d refers as follows to this 
Doyle in the despatch JUSt quo e 
attitude: . 

. rward to with dismay when tbe Amen-
" The moment 1s looked fo b h as bave property to lose. 

can Forces shall leave this Country,. y s~volution upon Revolution 
They all fear when tbat ~oment amv:,military leader will now en­
will be attempted, espec1all~ asf :e money as he can, which is to be 
deavour to get hold of as mu . o eeded to the United States .... 
paid as indemnity for_ t~e temtoryv:ral occasions, the Mexica~ Co~­
During tbe late negotiations, on_se h" e and I am certam this 

k to me m t is sens ' "'-- " missioners have spo en ded h the conclusion of the ueaty. 
f eeling on their part retar mue . . 

h desire to have Mexico remam 
So strong indeed was t e sa1s were actually made to 

under American rule that propo . ·ento and declare him-
him · ue a pronunc1aID1 

Scott to have U:h tification of the treaty of peace. 
self dicta.tor after e ra 1 ted the orga.nization of an 
This a.mazing_ plan cont:i'n:ted from the men discharged 
anny of A.meneaos, to be hl h Scott thought "would suffioo 
at the close of the war! w c uillit and prosperity. • · · 
to hold the ~public m. tra~\he :rincipal forts, arsenals, 
Being alread! m possess1;n ºt and cities, with ncarly all 
foundrys, mines, ports ~ en ry ot doubted that a very gen­
the arms ?f the country, it was ~ve followed." Scott 5ta:tea 
ral acqmescence would soon made to him, 

:hat he "ultimately" d~clined the :e~= and fortune."1 

although "hig?1y 8~~::e :~t~h~ pro~ect of a r~newal of 
The sa.me f eeling O ~ . e,a.rs of native Mexica.n rule, 
the troubles of the past thi h y~ Royalist party through­
served a1so to strengthen t e ble man than Pared~ 
out the country i and if a more cai;:ent it might have suc­
had been at the head of that move t of the United Stata 
ceeded-unless indeed the governmen 
had interposed its veto. 

i Scott's A'ldobiography, 681-582, 
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But as Congress could not yet be brought together, the 
first duty of the government after signing the treaty of 
peace was to .conclude a formal armistice with the Ameri­
can commander. The treaty had provided in its second 
article that a convention should be entered into forthwith 
for "a provisional suspension of hostilities," in order that, 
in the places occupied by the American forces, "constitu­
tional order may be re-established, as regards the political, 
administrative, and judicial branches, so far as these shall 
be permitted by the circumstances of military occupation 11 ¡ 
but for severa! days the Mexican President delayed the ap­
pointment of commissioners to settle the terms of the armis­
tice, and it was not until the seventeenth of February that 
Generals Mora and Quijano anived at the city of Mexico 
and called upon Scott. 

Scott being fully aware of Trist's disobedience of orders 
and lack of power to conclude any treaty, and being there­
fore doubtf ul of the attitude of the administration toward 
it, and having also received intimations of his own recall, 
f elt some embarrassment. If he was to be superseded he 
wished his successor to take the responsibility of so far 
recognizing the treaty as to agree toan armistice.1 But this 
embarrassment was short-lived, for on the next day after 
Mora and Quijano had called on him Scott received orders 
relieving him from the command of the army, so that the 
duty of dealing with the question of an armistice necessarily 
devolved on General Butler. Butler, who felt sure of Presi­
dent Pollt's support, did not hesitate to act, and appointed 
Generals Worth and Smith as the American representatives; 
but although the negotiation should have been a simple 
matter, and was evidently of the greatest importance to the 
Mexican government, the business dragged along until the 
twenty-ninth of the month. 

It was difficult for American and English observers to 
understand why so much time should be consumed. 

• "This extraordinary apathy in the present critical situation of this 
country," wrote the British chargé d'affaires, "seems unaccountable 

1 Hitchcock, 319. 
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ecisel the contrary of the Mexicans, ~nd 
to the Americans, who are pr . y th ir character cannot, I perce1ve, 
General Butler, from not know_idng le there being' some want of good 

. di t himself of the I ea o1 . . I kn h w entirely ves t r that op1mon, as ow o 
faith in such conduct. / ª: no n~usion of the peace, but, I am 
really anxious they are or e co the lesson has been which the 
sorry to say, I perc~ive that sever:: appear to bave mucb profited 
Mexicans have receiYed, they ~o ff thing is continued. Every 

t oí puttmg o every f d to by it. Tbe sa_me sys em nt and nobody comes orwar 
body compl~s of 0e Grern~~~ is alarmed for fear _of compr?" 
assist in its difficuJties. very d 'compromiso,' which is always m 
mising themselves ,-( tbat one wor th source of the greater part of the 
the moutb of a Mexican, has been e thing tends to sbew tbat un!~ 
evils oí this country); andas yet e~:~d take place, this country will 
sorne entirely unforeseen e~ent s cby wbenever the Americans leave 
fall into a complete state o anar 
it." l 

. d another eight days elapsed 
After the agreeme_nt was sign¡ d from Querétaro, but 

before the rat~~at1on w~t re ::t five weeks af ter the ~g­
finally the arID1Stice went mr~~ded f or a general suspeOS1on 
nature of the treaty. It P h 1 of the republic-the 
of hostilities throughout ~h~ ~h: ;osition which they then 
troops on each side to :emam m t blishing constitutional :v· h ew to re-es a • 
occupied. ' it a Vl . a1l laces occupied by the Ame~-
order it was agr~ed th_a~ m i uld be free to exercise their 
can forces Mex1can c1t:e~ s ~cials and representatives as 
political rights. a~d to ec A~ the time of an election in any 
provided by ex1St~g law.American troops, the military com­
city or place occup1ed by h 1 f his forces from such 

t withdraw the w O e O • nly 
mander ~as o h fixcd for the election, lea~g o d 
city durmg the ours m azines ho pitals, an 
sufficient guards for t~e 1uarte:, on ~elong~g to the Ame:­
lodgings of the troops, an no p . t rvene in any manner in 

t interrupt or m e (p rt' ican army was o r · • . s ecified exceptions a icu-
such elections. . " 1th ce~::1e~can authorities were to col­
larly duties on i~por ) t to be turned over to the local 
lect ta,:e.s; pubhc ?~ces =e were to be freely opened;. the 
authont1es; ~~e c~vil coal t blished in Mexico by Amencan 
military or civil tribun s es a 

184 0 29· F. O. MSS. 
i Doyle to Palmerston, March 14, ' . ' 
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authority were only to take jurisdiction in cases where sorne 
person connected with the American army was concerned; 
and in the city of Mexico and elsewhere a 1exican police 
force was to be organized. 

Most irnportant of all for the Mexican government was 
the sixteenth clause of the agreement, which provided that 
either or both of the contracting parties should be bound to 
disperse any reunion of armed men who might collect in 
any place within the republic of Mexico with the view to 
committing unauthorized hostilities, and that the carrying 
out of this obligation should not be considered as a breach 
of the armistice. 1 These provisions virtually conf erred upon 
General Butler the power to put down ali attempts at revo­
lution in any part of Mexico, and must have proved of 
immense potential value in strengthening the position of the 
Querétaro government. Two small attempts at San Luis 
Potosí and Zacatecas were put down without American 
assistance, and other threatened risings at Oaxaca and 
Guadalajara were likewise suppressed without the least 
di.fficulty. 

Meanwhile constant discussion as to the policy of making 
peace went on in the public press, but the opposition to 
ratifying the treaty found little support. Men like Rejón 
contended that Trist had no authority to represent the 
United States; that the treaty would merely postpone fur­
ther losses of territory; that neither the executive nor legis­
la ti ve branch of the government had any power to alienate 
territory; and that the government, e ven if it had such 
power, should have ceded the territory to European powers.2 

The absurdity of the last suggestion needed no refutation, 
but as to the question of the powers and duties of the gov­
errnnent the Mexican commissioners who negotiated the 
treaty made a spirited reply. The treaty, they said, rep­
resented, no doubt, a great misfortune, but none of its stipu­
lations involved dishonor or disgrace, and none imposed a 
perpetua! burden upon the country. Within the territory 

1 The full Spanish text oí the agreement is in Dublan y Lozano, V, 345-348. 
'Roa Bárcerui., 615. 
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that remained to Mexico the independence of the nation 
continued to be absolute and complete, and it would be just 
as well able to adopt a purely Mexican policy as it had been 
at the time of acquiring its independence. 

"The loss of territory to which we bave agreed, was compulsory 
and inevitable when it ca.me to adjusting the terms of peace. Agree­
ments of this nature are really formed in tbe course of a campaign, as 
battles are won or lost: and the negotiators do no more than to reduce 
to written forms the final results of a war. It was in the wa.r, and 
not in the treaty, that the territory which now remains in the pos­
session of tbe enemy was lost. The present treaty <loes not merely 
prevent an increase of our losses by a continuance of the war; but it 
serves to reoover the better part of tbat which was already under the 
control of the conquering arms of the United tates: it is more exactly 
an agreement of recovery than an agreement of cession." 

As to the power of the authorities of the nation to cede 
its territory, the colll!Ill.Sfiloners contended that no expre~ 
authority in the Constitution was necessary to the validity 
of such a treaty, and tba.t a national sacrifice of that kind 
might well become essential to save the very life of the 
nation, just as the amputation of a limb might be essential 
to save the lif e of a man. 

"These," they said, "are the conclusions of enlightened reason; 
they are inspired by common sense; and they have been adopted by 
all nations on similar occasions, wbatever may have been tbeir political 
organization or their constitutional laws." 1 

In addition to arguments of this nature the stern press­
ure of facts was constantly operating to strengthen the 
position of the government and to encourage approval of 
the treaty. The financial condition of the government, so 
long as the custom-houses remained in the possession of the 
Americans, was bound to continue almost desperate; while 
the assurance of receiving three million dollars the moment 
the treaty was ratified, was an enormously strong argument 
with the party actually in power and with all who preferred 

1 Ibid., 615-617. Tbis "Exposición" was the work of D. Bernardo Couto, 

one of the commissioners, 
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a settled government t 
finan o a condit' f y the news which . d ion o anarchy. And 
uns f amve from t' . uccess ul efforts to dr' une to time of the 
the p rt b ive out American . o s on oth sides of the Gulf . garrisons from 
the_ reports of Sterling Price's of California, as well as 
Chihuahua and bis defeat of Gadvance t~ough the state of 
of what would inevitabl h eneral Trias, were reminders 
treaty were not ratified y appen upon a larger scale if th 

A . e 
matter which was co . ·¿ 

the action of the people or e:re~ ex~remely important was 
1847 Sterling Price, as milit exico. In the autumn of 
summoned a leoiQlat· ary governor of the territo 
l t d o~ ive assembl hi h ry, 

e e~ e ' and convened at Santa J' w e was thereupon 
This assembly passed am e on December 6 1847 
ve~tion of delegates 'to o~º:!!ers, an ~et ~g fo; a con~ ;~eh was approved and gpubiw:' dte;:-itonal govemment, 
e ruary 5, 1848 and was b e y General Price on 

sumption that e~ Me.xi a.sed, of course, upon the as­
of the U nited Sta tes ~o was to become and remain a p rt 
early in March, evidently~ news rnfeached the city of Me:co 

m a co used form 
"The State f . . 

d' fI . o ew Mexico ,, 
a a.tres, "which was by the Tr ;rote Doyle, the British cbar é 

property, has annexed itself by a ; f ~ have become United stal 
~o!:mCotuntry. This is a mos/}~~~fte· ten_ votes out of thirtee~ 

en , as the op · • cu-cumstan f h · 
what is· h ll pos1t1on were determ' ed ce or t IS ere ca ed th •p . m tora' 
the enemies: but the ;ewr;:a Sare Mejicana' ha~e:nc~1t: 
~nnexing themselves of their cans ave saved them that trouble b 
moners wh~ Negotiated the Tre:~ accord. The Mexican commi: 
;~o~ havmg to defend that parf ~i ~~ce~ongratulate themselves 

emselves with great confiden eir _eaty ~nd they now ex­
ce as to it.s ratification."1 

. One fact, however, of the . 
Sideration of the treaty w:eatest unportance in any con-
week befare the treaty W:º · asd yet ~nknown. About a 
had b dis _, Signe gold 10 • R een covered on the so~th f k paymg quantities 

iver! sorne forty miles from Sutter' or of the American 
the distance, the wretched s Fort. On account of means of com • . 

t Doyle to Palmerston M ch mumcation, and 
' ar 14, 1848, No. 29; F. O. MSS. 


