
CHAPTER L 

THE TREA TY RATIFIED BY THE tTED ST TE 

t half of the month of cptember, 
THE events of_ the firs otiations far peace, the storm-

1847-the breaking off of n~ of the city of Mexico, and 
ing of Chapultepec, the cap, urf e -had evidently marked 

. rsal f Santa Anna s orces h . 
the dIBpe . 0 ha.se in, the progress of t e wru:, 
the beginnmg of ª. new p incumbent on the Amen­
and it had also ev1dently. become olic should be adopted 
can administration to ~~n iderU whatt pthisytime the object to 

h ndibons P O ' mili' to meet t e new co . t· f the organized tary 
be attained was the desti;~ i~ntaº k might now be consid­
forces of the adversary. :d remnants of the Mexican 
ered finished, for the sc~tterl arded. and thc que tion 

. uld t be senous y reg ' 
arID.1es co no . d for an answer. 
what was ~ ~e do~e next pr: {ave seen, had decide~ upon 

The admllllStrat10n, as w 1 d of his concess10ns to 
Trist's recall the m~m~nt the~ :ne eptember conferences; 
the Mexican comnussh1onlerstt to that effect was despatched, 

th d af ter t e e er f his ual and on e ay d f t the paragraphs o ann 
the President sat down to rad t d al with the policy to be 

. hi h he propase o e . f his 
m~e, m w e. The main outlines o 
Pursued in rclat1on to the wdarfin. 't l fixed. and they were 

· soon e 1 e Y ' nl recommendat1ons were onection, revision, e arg~ 
not varied in ~l_l the ~~b~e:::~sage received before publi­
ment, and editmg w_ ic . five days on the subject, the 
cation. After meditatmg t his views to the cabinet f ~r 
Pre ident was able to presen k ble lucidity which his 

. d 'th the remar a 
considerat10n, an ~b. h ummarized them thus: 
diary frequently exhi lts, e s . 

il They were Ul t these views in deta · r "I cannot undertake to sta e ted with increased energ,, 
b ta e that the war sbould be prosecu su s ne 614 
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that I was opposed to withdrawing tl1e army altogether, or retiring 
t.o a def ensive line, but that I was in favour of holding ali the ports, 
towns, Cities and Provinces which we had conquered, of pressing for­
ward our Military operations, and of levying contributions upon the 
enemy for the support of our army. I was in favour, also, of establish­
ing more stablc Governments than those established over the Cities or 
Provinces which we have conquered, by the rigbt of conquest. I was 
in favour, also, of avowing in my message to Congress in December 
next that the Provinces of rew Mex:ico and the Californias should be 
retained by the U. S. as indemnity, & should neYer be restored to 
Mex:ico, and tbat in these Provinces permanent territorial Govern­
ments should be established. The Cabinet were unanimous in con­
curring with me in these views." 1 

To the detailed exposition of these recommendations, 
which were repeatedly discussed in cabinet meetings, the 
President made but one important addition-the result of a 
conversation with Buchanan. As :fi.nally agreed upon, the 
paragraphs in the annual message embodying Buchanan's 
suggestion, ran as follows: 

"With a. people distracted and clivided by contending factions, and 
a government subject to constant cbanges, by successive revolutions, 
the continued successes of our arms may Iail to s cure a satisfactory 
peace. In sucb e,·ent, it may become proper for our commancling 
generals in tbe .field to give encouragement and as urances of protec­
tion to the friends of peace in Mexico in the establishment and main­
tenance of a free republican go'vernment of tbeir own choice, able and 
willing to conclude a peace which would be just to tbem, and secure 
us the indernnity we demand. . . . 

"If, after affording this encouragement and protection ... we 
shall ultimately fail, then we shall have exhausted all honorable 
means in pursuit of peace, and mu t continue to occupy her country 
with our troop , taking the full measure of indemnity into our own 
hands, and must en!orce the terms which our honor demands." 

Having thus, with the help of his cabinet, completed the 
draft of bis annual mcssage, the President read the para­
graphs in which he discu. sed .Mexican aff airs to Senators 
Cass, Dougl , Dix, and Turney (of Tenn ec); to Rhett, 
Stanton, Boyd, and McLane, of the House of Representa-

1 Polk's Dia.r11, III, 1 9 (Oct. 12, 1 47). 
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tives; and to Ritchie, the editor of the Washington Union. 
Such suggestions as they cared to make were carefully con­
sidered, and the much-edited message was duly sent in to 
Congress on Tuesday, the scventh of December, 1 47. 

The President's arguments in respect to the future opera­
tions of the army in Mexi.co were supplemented by a vig­
orous report from the Secretary of War, in which Marcy 
took up and discussed in detail the possible lines of military 
policy. The proposal that all the conquests made by Ameri­
can arms should be abandoned, and that the troops should 
be withdrawn from Mexi.can territory befare any treaty of 
peace was concluded-a proposal which had already been 
seriously made by sorne well-intentioned people and which 
was shortly renewed in many petitions to Congress-he dis­
missed with contempt. It could indeed have resulted only 
in an indefinite prolongation of a state of quasi-war with 
Mexico. 

Three modes of dealing with the exi.sting situation seemed 
to Marcy to be possible: 

"First, to take and hold an indemnity line¡ to recede from all places 
and positions now occupied in advance of it, and cease from all ag­
gressive operations beyond that line. 

"Second, to overrun the whole country, and hold all the principal 
places in it by permanent garrisons¡ and, 

" Third, to retain what we now possess, open the lines of communi­
cation into the interior, and extend our operations to other important 
places, as our means and the prospect of advantages shall indicate, 
keeping a disposable force always ready, within approachable limits, 
to annoy the enemy, to seize supplies, enforce contributions, and frus­
trate his eff orts to collect means and assemble troops for the purpose 
of protracting the war." 

Marcy considered that the fi.rst of these modes, "the line 
policy,'' was objectionable, as it would weaken the induce­
ments of Mexico to conclude a speedy peace, while it would 
not result in any lessening of expense. The second mode 
sugge ted would require the services of not less than seventy 
thousand men and a correspondingly large expenditure of 
money. The third mode, wlúch was really the second ap-
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p e gradually and tentativel 
~ended. He believed that in el w~ the one he recom-
tion by American troo th nding the area of occu a 
decision of th . ps, ose who held in th · han P -e quest10n of err ds the 
pre?-5ure of war. The subs;!ace wfould be made to feel the 
ent1al classes in Mexico had nce o the wealthy and influ-

" hardly heen touched. 
As the Mexican arm h 

oppression in th h y as long been to them h . 
not deepl; enJis;edanthds_ of their successive rulers i'ttsedmtrustru~ent of 

eU" sym thi ' es ction h 
army has aff orded them b pa es _or alarmed their f as 
by our presence and etter protection than their ears. Our 
hitherto escaped e o~ forbearance, they have witru:wn; ~nd thus, 
opened th xactions from either. B t , certam limits, 
the . e way to act upon and influ u our successes bave now 
cal:m:1; ~~t;n e~ to hostilities. ;;:!f:g ;ho probably can, if 

ar, t ey must be made to d . em suff er the usual 
esi.re peace " 

This . . 
. . policy, if pursued would . 

add1tional force of ten re~ :eqUire, as he estimated an 
war; and he urged that l~~ents to be enlisted íor'th 
crease of force be adopted 'th tion authorizing such an in~ 

The thirtieth e wi out delay.1 
fi ongress whi h 
. rsthMonday of Decemb~r 1 ~7 met for t~e first time on the 
m t e Senate b ' , was nominally D . su h ". y a good majority •t but this . emocratic 
Fl e 'd msurgents" as Ben ton and Calh maJority included is=ti:t~:. vfri:.oou11 never be reli:'o:ºty 'ih~~~rt. of 
Whi~ majority of six·ªe b~t tRheptrese~t~tives had a no= 
certam tha h ' a InaJor1ty . n t e Democratic . . was even more un-
~cluded, besides six prof essed m~o~1~y ~f the Senate, for it 
o Southern Whigs who were ; o t1orusts, a large number 
Democrats o~ al1 questions in ways sure to. vote with the 
But on questions of patronag t~y w~y relatmg to slavery 
a rock; and having elected e,~ Whigs stood'together lik~ 
and two Whig chaplains :h H g speaker, a Whig clerk 

; Th&port of tk Secretar¡¡ of War· s' e ouse of Representativ~ 
ere were at first thi , en. Doc. 1, 30 Con 

'&cancies (Alabama and ~~w~ Democrats and twen!;_:ws:s·• ~: 
Democrats made the Senate ) • and these being filled 1 _Whigs, with two 
on: 9,ne ~undred and sevent::n: t~irty-four to twenty~ m the session by 

native American.'' higs, one hundred and ten' D emocrats, and 
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announcement to the . oined thc Senate in the custo::iusiness. 
t,esident that they were re;bongress and the people of the 

U pon the expectant e~rs nt's words conveyed a message_of 
United States, the Pres1d~e brilliant victories of the arm1es 
disappointment. Afte~ t of the capital, it was reaso~bly 
in Mexico and the taking d pro pect of peace, if not 
to be expected t~t sorne ass~e might be announced; but 
the actual conclus1on of ahtrea Y¡ any end to the war. In­
the President offered no op~~xico had rejected the terms 
tead he announced that as d nd which he now ex-s ' . h had propose - a Am 

of peace w~ch . e ad determined to recall the er-
plained an~ J~tifi.ed-:et! notif y the 1exican government 
ican comm1SS1oner an thin no further overtures 
that in the existing s~:. º~thou:' at the same tim~ he 
of peace would be m b ' eady to receive and conSI~er 
stated that he wo?1d nJ ~t be made by Mexico;, while 
any proposals which h . g ,, obstinate perseverance must 
warning them that t :h it might be deemed proper to 
influence the terms w . 

accept. romise of peace here. ego ~ tia-
Evidently, there was no p d d by the President's recall 

tions seemed to have ?e~n en :nd there appeared to be no 
Of the American comrruss1oner, d by Mexico at any early 

h · b ing renewe d d e:x-pectation of t eir ~ . olic was to be adopte ' an 
day. Moreover the s1bylline fh.st {ffered was to be followed 
a refusal to accept t~e terms ands But these first dem3:11ds 
by raising the Amencan d~m nia ·and ew Mexico, besid~ 
included the ~hole of dcalif ;~e President had expressly said 
Texas to the Rio Gr"':' e.Mexico could furnish wa.s by•"': 
that the only mdemruty if the American demands we 
sion of land; and, therefo~·e, f the United States would be 
to be raised, the boundanes o th How far they woul~ be 
still further enlarge~ to thedsou d. (if the President's views 

ld manif estly epen . aEJ t-0 
enlarged wou M . obstinacy; and it was e 1 ad 

il) on exican . f as to e were to preva . . ht be carned so ar 1 
argue that this obstmacy :'."& th notbing leas than the who ~ 
the President to be cohnten W:iticians and to a1l opponen 
oí Mexico. To ort em po , 
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of s1avery expansion, such unlimited extension to the south­
ward presented a truly terrif ying perspective. 

It is not urprising, therefore, that for near1y three months 
both houses shou]d have engaged in a series of animated 
debates in which the whole conduct of the war, past and 
futw·e, was the principal topic. The true purpo e of mo t 
of the speakers was, no doubt, the hope of influencing in 
sorne measure the presidential election of 184 , and the · 
pleasing task of preparing "ammunition" for that campaign 
was their almost avowed intention. But grave Ís.$ues were 
in reality involved, although there was a certain impres­
sion of unreality about these debate , since they wandered 
off to many topics that had no relation to any action 
which Congress was then called upon to take, and dealt 
with all sorts of contingencies which might never arise, and 
which, in fact, never did arise. 

In form, the debates in the House of Representatives up 
to the third of Februaiy, 184 , were upon a resolution to 
refer to the appropriate committees the various topics treated 
in the President's message; and in the unchartered liberty 
of the Committee of the Whole there was amp]e opportunity 
for both criticism and def ence of the President and the 
Democratic party. So far as criticism tu.rned on the future 
policy to be observed toward Mexico, it was necessarily 
vague and declamatocy-for the President' policy had beén 
declared by him to be dependent on what Mexico might do. 
But there was one real question which was pressing for 
decision but was not even yet apprehended in its full and 
sinister significance, namely, the exclusion of slaveiy from 
the territoiy to be acquired as the result of the war. 

The Wilmot proviso debates were, therefore, renewed, for, 
although the veiy possibility of peace was still uncertain, 
the President had declared that the Californias and ew 
Mexico would be retained by the United States in any event. 
Three courses were discussed, namely: To exclude slaveiy 
from the new territories altogether; to 1eave the question to 
the local territorial legislatures; to declare that Congress had 
po constitutiO!Jflil power to meddle with the question itself 
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for discussion in th 621 
d f e so-called T R . and still less to delegate ·such a power to any territorial leg­

islature which it might create. Such were the immensely 
important and far-reaching topics, which, in the coming 
decade, were to be more and more the subject of passionate 

diff erences. 
In the Sen.ate, the debates began with a resolution of Cal-

i~~~ ![ra:~. ~•:~;~i: ~~~•:~~~~::~: ;~; 
in the fut admimstrat10n, and the li igm of the war, 

, Whil ure. po cy to be pursued 
. e Congress was th . 

que:s~10ns which had alr us d~batmg the multitudi 
houn's, to the effeot that the policy of conquering and hold­
ing ali of Mexico should not be adopted. That policy, he 
declared, was the final and certain result of the course the 
administration had followed for the past two years. Cass 
pointed to the P,resident's explicit declaration on that sub-

ject in his annual m~age: 
"It has never been contemplated by me as an object of the war, 

to make a permanent conquest of the republic of Mexico, or to anni­
bilate her separate existence as an independent nation. On the con­
trary, it has ever been my desire that she should maintain her nation­
ality, and, under a good governroent adapted to her condition, be a 
free, independent and prosperous nation." 

This was indeed the only policy which any responsible 
statesman could have possibly adopted; but Calhoun in­
sisted that whatever the President's intentions might be, 
bis actions would inevitably lead to annexing ali Mexico. 
And so Calhoun set up his man of straw and triumphantly 
~ocked him over in a speech which had been carefully pre­
pared in the calm leisure of a South Carolina plantation. 
After listening politely, the Senate laid Calhoun's resolution 

on the table.1 

Dickinson, of ew York, brought forward a more practical 
subject of debate in resolutions which favored the acquisition 
of territory froro Mexico, but upon condition that "all que.s­
tions concerning the domestic policy therein '1 be left to the 
local legislatures.2 Bagby, of Alabaroa, on the other band, 
offered an opposing resolution to the effect that Con~ 
had no power under the Constitution to exclude slavery from 
territory to be acquired.Jl But senators found a wider field 
• 1 CongreuioMl Globe, xvn, 00-100. , 11,íd., 54. . 

• Jbid., 241. This was, oí course, the view afterwe.rd expressed by the 111t' 

jórity of tbe Supreme Court in the Dred Scobt ca.se. 

antic1pation the still eady arISen out of the no~ 
t. . more num war and m 
ions which were lik I . erous and more se . 

administrat· e y to arISe out of a t t nous que.s-1on was d · rea y of p h 
They were . .º~g nothing to bri eace, t e 
of her own a::~dy wad1tbmg in the hope tha~gMpe~ce a~out. , an y 80 xico might 
ernment, come forward 'thme more or less established , 
could be b d w1 proposals . gov­
makin f ase i but they took n te on which a treaty 

g o such proposals b ? s ps to facilitate th 
ward promptly to W ashin eyond mstructing Scott to fo ~ 
made. Scott's da . gton any off ers that . h r 
ever, by this t. ys m command of the mig t be 

Abo t th une numbered army were, how-
u e midcll f . 

published · e O December 184 7 
Trist had m the newspapers to th ff , statements were 
bribe of a ~~]~ne time contemplate~ pe a:! th&S t Scott and 
th on dollars Th J44.&g anta Anua a • ; ~ºf cial negotiation · at p::tri: '"f_erred, of course, lo 
wellnv\e letter from General Pilla. t was confirmed by 

who ;.vr :: :t~o~r :te retwn.:;:i~e!h~,:~~•~~ as 

fi
with the President "co d camp; and the whole cab· Yt, 
edl II b ' n emned th me , y, ut determined t . e proceedings unquali 

step until f urth · 0 wait before taki -
On the h Iser inf ormation could be obt .ngdany decisive 

ee of this ame 
charges by Scott . unpleasant story carne. . 
Colonel Dun against Generals w orth ~ senes of 
two had . can, the substance of whi and Pillow, and 
Jl8pers ci:nt.ten, or caused lo be writte:\ 7:' that the latter 
the co lllllDg ~duc credit for them Í e ers to. the new -
based mmander-m-chief. As to Wo s~ ves and d1sparaging 
and se~: ;~etter he had addre ed lo~ the charges were 

ough General cott a . e ecretary of W ar 
i Polk's Diary ur 251,( ccusmg the latter oí op-

' ' Dec. 18, 1847). 
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pres,give and tyrannical treatment in regard to this same 
subject. All three officers had been put under arrest. 

The President accurately summed up the affair thus: 

"I deplore the unfortunate collisions which have arisen between the 
Gen'l officers in Mexico, as tbey must prove highly prejudicial to the 
public service. They have been produced, as I have every reason to 
believe, more by the vanity and tyrannical temper of Gen'l Scott, & 
his want of prudence and common sense, than from any other cau¡e. 
... The whole difficulty has grown out of letters written from tbe 
army and published in the newspapers of tbe . S., in which Gen'\ S. 
is not made the exclusive hero of the War. Without expressing any 
opinion upon the merits or truth of these letters, there eem to have 
been no necessity to make so serious an affair of them as to break up 
the harmony and efficiency of the army while in the enemy's country. 
The whole matter is most unfortunate." 1 

The next day after recording the e opinions in his diary, 
the President received a visit from two Democratic senators­
Cass, of Michigan, and Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi-who 
brought a sensible letter from General Twiggs, in which the 
latter expressed the opinion that "if a commissioner with 
power to treat was now in Mexico a Treaty might be con­
cluded.1' 2 This led to sorne talk about Scott; and both ena­
tors expressed the opinion "in strong and decided terms" 
that Scott ought to be relieved from his command. As to 
making a treaty, Davi (who had been long enough in Mexico 
to learn something of it politics) gave the President excel-
lent advice. 

"Mr. Da vis said," the President recorded, "tbat if commissioners 
should be appointed by Mexico to come to the U. S., the Govemment 
which appointed them would probably be overthrown before they 
could come here, execute their mission, and return, and that as 
likely as not they might be shot as traitors to their country when 
they did return; and tbat the only hope of peace was to have a person 
in Mexico authorized to a,·ail himself of any favourable opportunity 
whicb might arise to make it and have it ratified at once."• 

1 Ibid., ID, 266 (Dec. 30, 1847). 
s Twiggs, must, of course, ha.ve written after hearing that Trist was recalled, 

and.before bis refuaal to obey orders was announced. 
s Polk's Diary, III, 270. 
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The President was t h . this . no , owever, quite ready yet to ad t 
t bcommon-slis~nse v1ew, for he considercd that the .first tb? 
o e accomp hed was tbe . ng 

by this time exhausted th su~press10n of co~t, who had 
For two weeks they discu :::~ietce of the ent1re _cabinet. 
this thorny subject. It was una:• et modo of dealing with 
must go, but whether General T f ºu~lyGagreed t~a~ cott 
Butler should t k ay or OI eneral 1 illiam O. 
. a e over the command in 1 d . 

d1fference of opinion the m . ·t ' vo ve a serious 
Taylor The p ·a' h aJon Y of the cabinct preferring 
ler, wh~ was the:~n :~ spoowtevedr, deci~ed in favor of But-

als an next m rank to tt It 
was o agreed by the cabinet tba . co . 
Duncan ought to be released f. t Worth, Pillow, and 
of directin th mm arrest, and truit instead 
cha . g ~m to appear before a court-martial all th 
An rges, mcludmg those in reference to cott's b 'b•, e 

n~, should be reforred to a court of in . ri mg ~n~a 
MeXIco and to be composed of offi h t.~~ to s1t ~ 
Scott' arm d · cers w O illt,ll not been m 
sidered impirtia~~:ng the war and might therefore be con-

e_ws of the Pre ident's action reached 1: . • 
the s1gnature of the treaty of Guadal ~XIco Just after 
received by Scott with an . di t' upe ~dalgo and was 
pains to disguise H h m gna _10n w_h1ch he took no 

. e e o e to con ider h1mself th 1 
person on tria!, and in two letters of th . h as e so e 
fourth of February 2 he wrote . th' e ~1?t . and twenty-
t tb W , m e most lilJunous lang 
o e ar Department reviewing his . . uage 

beginning of the war re~alli h ~rv1ces smce the 
, ng, as e sa1d, "sorne of the 

t The letters to Scott and the ord f 
13 and 17, 1848, are printed in H. R~i::t the court of inquiry, dated Jan. 
The court was composed of General T . 00, 30 Cong., 1 ., 1040-1046 ' 
Caleb Cushing (recently appointed. from°w~~ ~paymastcr-general), Generai 
Belknap, of the fifth regular infantry T~1v1l life), an_d Licutenant-Colonel 
from March 16 to April 28 184 d . e court sa.t m thc city of Mexico 
and Fr~erick, Maryland, ¡t vari~t:n d~~t~~ ~º~te;1 tates, at New Orlcans 
case agrunst Pillow. It d.isa roved his O ~ Y 1, 1 48, examining the 
cludcd that no further proceJfo w conduct m sorne respects but con-
service. Scott declined to testr ere CB;lled for by the inte~ of the public 
with Santa Anua (apparentl on ~ as a w1tncss in regard to the negotiations 
~aa in volved) and the courr repor::r~:t ¡\hat the _conduct of Briti h agents 
Ject. See Quitman II 316-329 . H't h ras mthout proof on that sub-
dropped. ' ' - ' i e coc ·, 326. The other cases were 

s H. R. Doc. 60, 30 Cong., l ., 1087, 1218. , 
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neglects, disappointments, injuries, and rebukes" which 
had been inflicted u pon him sin ce he lef t Washington, and 
accusing the administration of systematic persecution. To 
this Marcy replied in a long review of the subject, which 
pretty eff ectually closed ali discussion.1 

It was while the cabinet discussions in regard to Scott's 
case were still going on that the first intimations were re­
ceived of Trist's determination to disregard the orders to 
return home. The President naturally considered the in­
formation "most surprising." 2 He had been considering a 
project of giving General Butler full powers in Trist's place~ 
but this project was dropped the moment it appeared that 
Trist was continuing the negotiations. Ten days p~ 
without any action by the President, until, on the fifteenth 
of January, Trist's long letter, in which he definitely an­
nounced his intentions, was received in Washington.• 

"His despatch," Polk noted that same da.y, "is arrogant, impudent, 
and very insulting to his Governroent, and even personally offensive 
to the President. He admits he is acting without authority and in 
violation of the positive order recalling him. It is manifest to me 
that he has become the tool of Gen'l Scott and bis menial instrument, 
and that the paper was written at Scott's instance and dictation. l 
have never in my life felt so indjgnant, and the whole Cabinet ex­
pressed themselves as I felt. I told Mr. Buchanan that the paper 
was so insulting and contemptably base that it reqwred no lengthy 
answer, but that it did require a short, but stern and decided re­
buke, and clirected him to prepare such a reply. I directed the 
Secretary of W ar to write at once to Maj'r Gen'l Butler, directing 
him, if Mr. Trist was still with the Head Quarters of the army, to 
order him off, and to inform tbe authorities of Mexico tbat he bad no 
authority to treat. If there was any legal provision for bis punish­
ment be ought to be severely bandled. He has acted wo e than any 
man in the public employ whom I ha.ve ever known. His despatch 
proves that he is destitute of honor or principie, and tbat he has 
proved himself to be a very base man." 5 

1 Me.rey to Scott, April 21, 1848¡ ibid., 1227-1251. 
1 Polk's [)i,ar¡¡, Ill, 283, 286 (Jan. 4 and 5, 1848). 
1 Ibid., 274, 276, 280. 'See page 598, above. 
'Polk's Dia.ry, III, 300. When Trist's la.ter despatches wcre receíved, the 

President thought worse of Trist than evcr. He found these despatche.s "ar-
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however, a difficult one to e s~tnt to General Butler proved 
days' ·d wri e and it w nl ' 

COilSI eration that a t~ as O Y after ten 
upon.1 sa actory form was agreed 

The next news from M . 
in th~ shape of a prívate 1~~~/'s to a treaty of peace carne 
pressible Colonel Atocha f h to Buchanan from the irre­
very poor opinion. , o w om the President now had a 

"Attoch '' th p . co 4-n :_ d a, e res1dent wrote "is n"'1UJe the infa ' a great scoundrel d h' 
money to bribe ti:º: ~ggestion that he should be f~h ISdlet~r 
Treat f e.ucan Congress to • d e w1th 
signed\º K:rªcTe, ~hough he doe,s not state whmthuce them to ratify a 
Mr . y . rrst or not. He sta e er a Treaty had been 
em~1!:it t:ad said tbat he had s: ~~~:~ had ;een informed that 
statement, .; proper person to use it. If Mr ~~ says he had not 

1 was utterly false H h · ist e ver made such a 
pose. No appropriation of the .kind \ :db no fund for any such pur­
ever entered llly head. After lrir ª. , een made, and no such idea 
;:uJd,Ahowever, not be surprísed. t ~t s late infamous conduct I 

· ttocha in bis I t O ear anytlring th t • b ' 
scheme with Mr Tri e ter intimates that Gen'l Se ttª is _ase of 
when he agreed .to thst, and_th_at he had been cheated ob Swas m the 

e arilllstice. "t Y anta Anna 

But in spite of ali this irritatin 
don~ toward replacing Trist g _news, nothing more was 
Pr~s1dent's secret hope that ,T~~f bl_Y because it was the 
which could be accepted-a t. Illlght yet sign a treaty 
geste~ and discussed with ctohn mge~cy which had been sug-
occasion a e cabmet on more th · an one 

At length on F ·d . 
fused telegr~ m· :1hay, the eighteenth of February 

c1p er was rece· d f , a con-
was made out to mean that Tr~~e ro~ Cha.rleston, which 
was on his way with it to W hi had Signed a treaty and 
evening, Saturday, February ~ thgton. 4 ~ate on the next 
,,_,ft . , e treaty 1tself did . 
~tet, highly exceptionable and arnve, 
.,,u down th h , even of an · lf 
357, 358. e aut oras an "impudent and msu !ºg character," and he 

1 M unqualified scoundrel " lbid 
ªPoffJ; t Butler, Jan. 26, 1848; Sen. Doc 52 . ., 

tione. ru, llI, 329, Atocha referred '0r ~~ng., 1 sess., 146. 
ª !bid., 310, 313-317. ' ' to the Puebla negoti&-

• lbid., 344. 


