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1 Rosa to Commissioners, Jan. 26, 1848; extract in Roa
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“T am now,” said Rosa, “drafting the full and final instructions
which are to be sent you; but I find myself under the sad necessity of
telling you that I shall never sign these instructions unless the govern-
ment has first been assured of getting the funds referred to. . . . The
government sorrowfully resigns itself to making peace in order to
avoid greater evils; but these evils will not be avoided if the war of

. invasion is to be succeeded by civil war, and the present administra-
tion is left without means to repress sedition.” !

Trist must have received from Thornton some advance
intimation of this intransigeant attitude of the Mexican
| government, for at eleven o’clock at night on the twenty-

eighth of January he called at the British legation and de-
clared that he had decided to break off all negotiations and
leave the country unless the treaty were signed at once.
- He told Doyle that he had urged in vain the danger of
- delay, and he declared that he would only wait “a rea-

gonable time” for the arrival of another courier from
Querétaro.

“He then said to me,” Doyle reported, “ he saw clearly they did not

give sufficient credit to what he had so frequently urged, namely, the

| danger of delay, and he concluded by asking me if I would take upon
| myself to see the Commissioners, and convey the above Message to
them, as he thought my doing so might be the means of inducing

them to act at once, as they would place reliance on what I might say
| o them, respecting the very serious risk they were running.”

Doyle saw the commissioners next morning (January 29),
but was told they were still without authority from Queré-
taro to meet Trist’s demands, and they begged for more

time, “promising to write in such terms to their Government
-8 would ensure a decided answer with the least possible
(delay.” Trist, however, professed himself unwilling to wait.
| He went through all the forms of stern refusal and professed
regret at the frustration of his hopes; but finally said he
would send an official note to the commissioners breaking
off negotiations, while at the same time Doyle might tell
| the commissioners confidentially that the note would be

1 Same to same, Jan. 27, 1848; ¢bid., 605.
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withdrawn if they were ready to sign the treaty on the
next Tuesday (the first of February).!

At the request of the Mexican commissioners Doyle helped
matters on by writing a private note to Rosa, the Minister
of Relations, to give him a statement of General Scott’s in-
tentions. In a recent conversation, said Doyle, Scott had
explained the difficulties of his position—the orders he had
received from Washington, the notorious fact of his being
politically opposed to the administration, and the urgeney
of some of his officers for a forward movement. General
Scott, according to Doyle, had added—

“that hitherto he had been able to delay sending troops into the in-
terior of the Country, but as a fresh reinforcement had now arrived
under General Marshall, he should be compelled to do so; unless, as he
hinted to me, he might be able to come to another determination, from
the fact of a Treaty of Peace having been signed.

“The General further added that much as he should regret being
obliged to take such a step, yet his orders were most peremptory to
March upon Querétaro, and not to allow the General Government an
opportunity of establishing itself in any other point of the Republic.
.. . I ought to add that General Scott has hitherto invariably ex-
pressed to me his determination to maintain the present Government
of this Country against all Revolutionary Movements, and should he
take the above step, it will only be in consequence of the strict orders
he has already received from his Government.” *

The same courier that bore Doyle’s terrifying announce-
ment of Scott’s intention to march forthwith to Querétaro
in order to disperse the provisional government, also bore
an agitated letter from the commissioners. They had not
been able, they said, to get Trist to agree to the evacuation

1 Doyle to Palmerston, Feb. 1, 1848, No. 13; F. 0. MSS.

? Doyle to Rosa, Jan. 29, 1848; copy enclosed with Doyle’s No. 13; ibid.
The War Department, however, had not given Scott orders to march on
Querétaro or to break up the existing government. Marcy’s latest instruc-
tions were very general. Scott was to occupy the country in order to collect
taxes, and “deprive the enemy of the means of organizing further resistance”;
but what parts should first be occupied was expressly left to Scott’s judgment.
—(Marey to Scott, Dec. 14, 1847; Sen. Doc. 52, 30 Cong., 1 sess., 145)
Whether Scott deliberately misstated the facts to Doyle, or whether Doyle
misunderstood him, or whether Doyle deliberately misstated the facts 0
Rosa, it does not seem possible to determine.
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of continuing the war in the condition of disorganization in which
many of the states find themselves—whether because they have been
invaded, or because of the threats of revolution which have appeared
in them. . . . These motives; the extreme scantiness of resources to
which the government finds itself reduced; the probability that the
United States may prove every day more exacting and more exag-
gerated in their demands; the duty of saving the nationality of Mexico
at all costs; the consideration that the treaty, grievous as it is for the
republic by reason of the fatal circumstances, does not contain a sin-
gle condition dishonorable to Mexico; the duty imposed on the goy-
ernment to put an end to the calamities from which the country is
suffering, and of checking the projects of annexation to Northem
America, which are apparent even in the capital of the republic; these
reasons, and many others which the government will in due season
expound to the nation, compel His Excellency the provisional Presi-
dent to close the negotiations, by authorizing you, as he does hereby
authorize you, to sign the treaty with the least possible burdens upon
the country, in view of the melancholy circumstances in which it is
situated.” !

The messenger who left Querétaro on the thirty-first of
January bearing this final surrender of the provisional gov-
ernment rode fast; for the hundred and fifty miles to the
capital were covered before the close of the next day, and
the instructions were in the hands of the Mexican commis-
sioners on the evening of the important Tuesday, the first of
February. It may safely be assumed that the commissioners
lost no time in notifying Trist of their readiness to sign.

For some reason it was determined that the treaty should
not be formally executed in the capital. Doyle wrote to his
government that this was the wish of the Mexican commis-
sioners,? and the neighboring town of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the
seat of the famous shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe, whose
miraculous image was venerated by all Mexicans, was se-
lected as the most suitable place for the concluding cere-
mony which, it was hoped, would put an end to the war.
The labor of completing and examining the five original
copies of the treaty in English and Spanish doubtless ab-
sorbed the greater part of Wednesday, the second of Febru-

"1 Ibid., 606.
2 Doyle to Palmerston, Feb. 2, 1848, No. 14; F. 0. MSS.




